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"Credality  is  as  real,  if  not  so  great,  a  sin  as  anbelief.'* — Archbishop 
Trbnch,  Notes  on  the  Miracles  of  our  Lord,  8th  ed.,  p.  27. 

"  The  abnegation  of  reason  is  not  the  evidence  of  flEuth,  bat  the  confession  of 
despair.**— Dr.  Lightfoot,  St,  PauVs Epistle  to  the  GalatianSy  4th  ed.,  p.ix. 
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PREFACE 


In  preparing  this  edition  it  has  been  thought  desirable  to  make 
some  changes,  both  with  the  view  of  rendering  the  book  more 
convenient  to  the  reader,  and  bringing  the  argument  as  much  as 
possible  up  to  date.  On  the  one  hand,  an  entirely  new  chapter 
has  been  introduced  dealing  with  the  evidence  of  "  The  Teaching 
of  the  Twelve  Apostles,"  an  ancient  treatise  which  had  not  been 
published  when  the  last  edition  was  issued.  'Much  pertinent 
matter  r^arding  the  martyrdom  of  Ignatius,  which  has  hitherto 
only  formed  part  of  the  preface  to  the  sixth  and  complete  editions, 
has  now  been  suitably  incorporated  in  the  text  In  a  similar 
way,  considerable  additions  have  been  made  to  the  chapter  on 
Tatian,  dealing  with  more  recent  information  on  the  nature  of 
his  Diatessaron.  A  still  more  important  insertion  in  this  edition 
is  a  critical  examination  of  the  use  of  the  works  of  Josephus  by 
the  author  of  the  third  Synoptic  and  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles, 
by  which  fresh  light  has  been  thrown  upon  the  date  at  which 
those  writings  must  have  been  produced. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  long  lists  of  writers  on  different  subjects 
treated  in  the  text  have  been  omitted,  where  direct  quotations 
have  not  been  made  from  their  works,  or  where  such  references 
were  not  considered  specially  interesting.  The  long  linguistic 
analyses  of  speeches  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  and  unneces- 
sary Greek  quotations  in  the  notes  throughout,  have  also  been 
omitted  as  of  little  interest  to  general  readers.  Any  student 
desirous  of  examining  these  is  referred  to  the  complete  or  earlier 
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editions.  Nothing  has  been  removed,  however,  which  is  of  any 
importance  to  the  main  argument,  and  much  that  is  of  interest 
has  been  added. 

For  the  rest,  whatever  improvement  could  be  effected  in  the 
style  of  the  book  has  been  carefully  carried  out,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  this  edition  has  considerably  gained  in  clearness  and  pre- 
cision. Except  in  this  respect,  the  Conclusions  have  not  been 
materially  altered,  but,  on  the  contrary,  after  bearing  the  test  of 
many  years  of  thought  and  study,  they  are  repeated  with 
imhesitatuig  confidence. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Theoretically,  the  duty  of  adequate  inquiry  into  the  truth  of 
any  statement  of  serious  importance  before  believing  it  is  univer- 
sally admitted.  Practically,  no  duty  is  more  universally  neglected. 
This  is  more  especially  the  case  in  regard  to  Religion,  *in  which 
our  concern  is  so  great,  yet  whose  credentials  so  few  personally 
examine.  The  difficulty  of  such  an  investigation  and  the  inability 
of  most  men  to  pursue  it,  whether  from  want  of  opportunity  or 
want  of  knowledge,  are,  no  doubt,  the  chief  reasons  for  this 
neglect ;  but  another,  and  scarcely  less  potent,  obstacle  has  prob- 
ably been  the  odium  which  has  been  attached  to  any  doubt 
regarding  the  dominant  religion,  as  well  as  the  serious,  though 
covert,  discouragement  of  the  Church  to  all  critical  examination 
of  the  title-deeds  of  Christianity.  The  spirit  of  doubt,  if  not  of 
intelligent  inquiry,  however,  has,  of  late  years,  become  too  strong  for 
repression,  and,  at  the  present  day,  the  pertinency  of  the  question 
of  a  German  writer,  "Are  we  still  Christians?"  receives  uncon- 
scious illustration  from  many  a  popular  pulpit  and  many  a  social 
discussion. 

The  prevalent  characteristic  of  popular  theology  in  England  at 
this  time  may  be  said  to  be  a  tendency  to  eliminate  from  Chris- 
tianity, with  thoughtless  dexterity,  every  supernatural  element  which 
does  not  quite  aconrd  with  current  opinion,  and  yet  to  igncnre  the 
fiact  that  in  so  doing  it  has  practically  been  altogether  abandoned. 
This  tendency  is  fostered  with  illogical  zeal  by  many  distin- 
guished men  within  the  Church  itself^  who  endeavour  to  arrest 
the  pursuing  wolves  of  doubt  and  unbelief  which  press  upon 
it  by  practically  throwing  to  them,  scrap  by  scrap,  the  very 
doctrines  which  constitute  the  claims  of  Christianity  to  be  regarded 
as  a  Divine  Revelation  at  all.  They  try  to  spiritualise  or  dilute 
that  which  remains  into  a  form  which  does  not  shock  their 
reason;  and  yet  they  cling  to  the  delusion  that  they  still 
retain  the  consolation  and  the  hope  of  truths  which,  if  not  divinely 
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revealed,  are  mere  human  speculation  r^arding  matters  beyond 
reason. 

Christianity  itself  distinctly  claims  to  be  a  direct  Divine 
Revelation  of  truths  beyond  the  natural  attainment  of  the  human 
intellect.  To  submit  the  doctrines  thus  revealed,  therefore,  to 
criticism,  and  to  clip  and  prune  them  down  to  the  standard  of 
human  reason,  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  their  supernatural 
character  is  Maintained,  is  an  obvious  absurdity.  Christianity 
must  either  be  recognised  to  be  a  Divine  Revelation  beyond  man's 
criticism,  and,  in  that  case,  its  doctrines  must  be  received  even 
though  Reason  cannot  be  satisfied,  or  the  claims  of  Christianity 
to  be  such  a  Divine  Revelation  must  be  disallowed,  in  which  case 
it  becomes  the  legitimate  subject  of  criticism  like  every  other 
human  system.  One  or  other  of  these  alternatives  must  be 
adopted ;  but  to  assert  that  Christianity  is  Divine,  and  yet  to  deal 
mth  it  as  human,  is  illogical  and  wrong. 

When  we  consider  the  vast  importance  of  the  interests  involved, 
therefore,  it  must  be  apparent  that  there  can  be  no  more  urgent 
problem  for  humanity  to  solve  than  the  question  :  Is  Christianity 
a  supernatural  Divine  Revelation  or  not?  To  this  we  may 
demand  a  clear  and  decisive  answer.  The  evidence  must  be  of 
no  uncertain  character  which  can  warrant  our  abandoning  the 
guidance  of  Reason,  and  blindly  accepting  doctrines  which,  if  not 
supernatural  truths,  must  be  rejected  by  the  human  intellect  as 
monstrous  delusions.  We  propose  in  this  work  to  seek  a  con- 
clusive answer  to  this  momentous  question. 

We  must,  by  careful  and  impartial  investigation,  acquire  the 
right  to  our  belief,  whatever  it  may  be,  and  not  float  like  a  mere 
waif  into  the  nearest  haven.  Even  true  conclusions  which  are 
arrived  at  either  accidentally  or  by  wrong  methods  are  dangerous. 
The  current  which  by  good  fortune  led  to-day  to  truth  may 
to-morrow  waft  us  to  falsehood. 

If  we  look  at  the  singular  diversity  of  views  entertained,  not 
only  mth  regard  to  the  doctrines,  but  also  to  the  evidences,  of 
Christianity,  we  cannot  but  be  struck  by  the  deplorable  position 
in  which  Divine  Revelation  is  now  placed. 

Orthodox  Christians  may  be  divided  into  two  broad  classes, 
one  of  which  professes  to  base  the  Church  upon  the  Bible,  and 
the  other  the  Bible  upon  the  Church.  The  one  party  assert  that 
the  Bible  is  fully  and  absolutely  inspired,  that  it  contains  God's 
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revelation  to  man,  and  that  it  is  the  only  and  sufficient  ground 
for  all  religious  belief ;  and  they  maintain  that  its  authenticity  is 
proved  by  the  most  ample  and  irrefragable  external  as  well  as 
internal  evidence.  On  the  other  hand,  men  of  imdoubted  piety 
and  learning,  as  well  as  unquestioned  orthodoxy,  admit  that  the 
Bible  is  totally  without  literary  or  historical  evidence,  and  cannot 
for  a  moment  be  upheld  upon  any  such  grounds  as  the  revealed 
word  of  God ;  that  none  of  the  great  doctrines  of  ecclesiastical 
Christianity  can  be  deduced  from  the  Bible,  but  that,  notwith- 
standing this  absence  of  external  and  internal  evidence,  this 
Revelation  stands  upon  the  sure  basis  of  the  inspiration  of  the 
Church.  Can  the  unsupported  testimony  of  a  Church  which  in 
every  age  has  vehemently  maintained  errors  and  denounced  truths 
which  are  now  universally  recognised,  be  considered  sufficient 
guarantee  of  Divine  Revelation  ?  Obviously,  there  is  no  ground 
for  accepting  from  a  fallible  Church  and  fallacious  tradition 
doctrines  which,  avowedly,  are  beyond  the  criterion  of  reason,  and 
therefore  require  miraculous  evidence. 

With  belief  based  upon  such  uncertain  grounds,  and  with  such 
vital  difference  of  views  regarding  evidence,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
ecclesiastical  Christianity  has  felt  its  own  weakness,  and  entrenched 
itself  against  the  assaults  of  investigation.  Such  inquiry,  however, 
cannot  be  suppressed.  Mere  scientific  questions  may  be  regarded 
with  apathy  by  those  who  do  not  feel  their  personal  bearing.  It 
may  possibly  seem  to  some  a  matter  of  little  practical  importance 
to  them  to  determine  whether  the  earth  revolves  round  the  sun,  or 
the  sun  roimd  the  earth  ;  but  no  earnest  mind  can  fail  to  perceive 
the  immense  personal  importance  of  Truth  in  regard  to  Religion — 
the  necessity  of  investigating,  before  accepting,  dogmas,  the  right 
interpretation  of  which  is  represented  as  necessary  to  salvation — 
and  the  clear  duty,  before  abandoning  reason  for  faith,  to  exercise 
reason,  in  order  that  faith  may  not  be  mere  credulity. 

It  was  in  this  conviction  that  the  following  inquiry  into  the 
reality  of  Divine  Revelation  was  originally  undertaken,  and  in  this 
spirit  others  should  enter  upon  it.  An  able  writer,  who  will  not  be 
suspected  of  exaggeration  on  this  subject,  has  said:  "The  majority 
of  mankind,  perhaps,  owe  their  belief,  rather  to  the  outward 
influence  of  custom  and  education,  than  to  any  strong  principle  of 
faith  within ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  many,  if  they  came  to 
perceive  how  wonderful  what  they  believed  was,  would  not  find 
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their  belief  so  easy,  and  so  matter-of-course  a  thing  as  they  appear 
to  find  it"'  If  it  is  to  be  more  than  a  mere  question  of  priority  of 
presentation  whether  we  are  to  accept  Buddhism,  Mohatnmedanism, 
or  Christianity,  we  must  strictly  and  fearlessly  examine  the  evidence 
upon  which  they  profess  to  stand.  The  neglect  of  examination 
can  never  advance  truth,  as  the  severest  scrutiny  can  never  retard 
it ;  but  belief  without  discrimination  can  only  foster  ignorance  and 
superstition. 

To  no  earnest  ijiind  can  such  inquiry  be  otherwise  than  a  serious 
and  often  a  painful  task  ;  but,  dismissing  preconceived  ideas  and 
preferences  derived  from  habit  and  education,  and  seeking  only 
the  Truth,  holding  it,  whatever  it  may  be,  to  be  the  only  object 
worthy  of  desire  or  capable  of  satisfying  a  rational  mind,  the  quest 
cannot  but  end  in  peace  and  satisfaction.  In  such  an  investigation, 
however,  to  quote  words  of  Archbishop  Whateley,  "  It  makes  all 
the  difference  in  the  world  whether  we  place  Truth  in  the  first  place 
or  in  the  second  place  ";  for  if  Truth  acquired  do  not  compensate 
for  every  pet  illusion  dispelled,  the  path  is  thorny  indeed,  although 
it  must  still  be  faithfully  trodden. 


*  J.  B.  Mozley,  B.D.,   on  Miracles;    Bampton  Lectures ^   1865,   2nd  ed., 
p.  4- 
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CHAPTER   I. 

MIRACLES   IN   RELATION   TO   CHRISTIANITY 

At  the  very  outset  of  inquiry  into  the  origin  and  true  character 
of  Christianity  we  are  brought  face  to  face  with  the  Supernatural. 
Christianity  professes  to  be  a  Divine  revelation  of  truths  which 
the  human  intellect  could  not  otherwise  have  discovered.  It  is 
not  a  form  of  religion  developed  by  the  wisdom  of  man  and 
appealing  to  his  reason,  but  a  system  miraculously  communicated 
to  the  human  race,  the  central  doctrines  of  which  are  either 
superhuman  or  untenable.  If  the  truths  said  to  be  revealed  were 
either  of  an  ordinary  character  or  naturally  attainable,  they  would 
at  once  discredit  the  claim  to  a  Divine  origin.  No  one  could 
maintain  that  a  system  discoverable  by  reason  would  be  super- 
naturally  communicated.  The  whole  argument  for  Christianity 
turns  upon  the  necessity  of  such  a  revelation,  and  the  consequent 
probability  that  it  would  be  made. 

There  is  nothing  singular,  it  may  be  remarked,  in  the  claim  of 
Christianity  to  be  a  direct  revelation  from  God.  With  the 
exception  of  the  religions  of  Greece  and  Rome,  which,  however, 
also  had  their  subsidiary  supposition  of  Divine  inspiration,  there 
has  scarcely  been  any  system  of  religion  which  has  not  been 
proclaimed  to  the  world  as  a  direct  Divine  communication.  Long 
before  Christianity  claimed  this  character,  the  religions  of  India 
had  anticipated  the  idea.  To  quote  the  words  of  an  accomplished 
scholar:  "According  to  the  orthodox  views  of  Indian  theologians, 
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not  a  single  line  of  the  Veda  was  the  work  of  human  authors. 
The  whole  Veda  is  in  some  way  or  other  the  work  of  the  Deity; 
and  even  those  who  received  it  were  not  supposed  to  be  ordinary 
mortals,  but  beings  raised  above  the  level  of  common  humanity, 
and  less  liable,  therefore,  to  error  in  the  reception  of  revealed 
truth."'  The  same  origin  is  claimed  for  the  religion  of  Zoroaster, 
whose  doctrines,  beyond  doubt,  exercised  great  influence  at  least 
upon  later  Jewish  theology,  and  whose  Magian  followers  are 
appropriately  introduced  beside  the  cradle  of  Jesus,  as  the  first 
to  do  honour  to  the  birth  of  Christianity.  In  the  same  way 
Mohammed  announced  his  religion  as  directly  communicated  from 
heaven. 

Christianity,  however,  as  a  religion  professing  to  be  divinely 
revealed,  is  not  only  supernatural  in  origin  and  doctrine,  but  its 
claim  to  acceptance  is  necessarily  based  upon  supernatural 
evidence ;  for  it  is  obvious  that  truths  which  require  to  be 
miraculously  communicated  do  not  come  within  the  range  of  our 
intellect,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  intelligently  received  upon 
internal  testimony.  "And,  certainly,"  says  an  able  Bampton 
Lecturer,  "  if  it  was  the  will  of  God  to  give  a  revelation,  there  are 
plain  and  obvious  reasons  for  asserting  that  miracles  are  necessar>' 
as  the  guarantee  and  voucher  for  that  revelation.  A  revelation  is, 
properly  speaking,  such  only  by  virtue  of  telling  us  something 
which  we  could  not  know  without  it.  But  how  do  we  know  that 
that  communication  of  what  is  undiscoverable  by  human  reason 
is  true  ?  Our  reason  cannot  prove  the  truth  of  it,  for  it  is  by  the 
very  supposition  beyond  our  reason.  There  must  be,  then,  some 
note  or  sign  to  certify  to  it  and  distinguish  it  as  a  true  conmiuni- 
cation  from  God,  which  note  can  be  nothing  else  than  a  miracle."* 
In  another  place  the  same  Lecturer  stigmatises  the  belief  of  the 
Mohammedan  "as  in  its  very  principle  irrational,"  because  he 
liccepts  the  account  which  Mohammed  gave  of  himself,  without 
supernatural  evidence.  3  The  belief  of  the  Christian  is  contrasted 
with  it  as  rational,  "because  the  Christian  believes  in  a  super- 
natural dispensation  upon  the  proper  evidence  of  such  a  dispensa- 
tion— viz.,themiraculous."*  Mohammed  is  reproached  with  having 
*' an  utterly  barbarous  idea  of  evidence,  and  a  total  miscalculation 
of  the  claims  of  reason,"  because  he  did  not  consider  miraculous 
evidence  necessary  to  attest  a  supernatural  dispensation;  "whereas 


*  M.  MUlter,  Chips  from  a  German  Workshop^  1867,  vol.  i.,  p.  18. 

<»  J.  B.  Mozley,  B.D.,  Bampton  Lecturer  in  1865,  on  Miracles,  2nd  ed., 
1867,  p.  6f. 

^  lb,,  1^  30,  cf.  Butler,  Anah^  of  Religion,  pt  ii.,  chap,  vii.,  §  3 ;  Paley^ 
A  View  of  the  Evidences  of  Christiatiity,  ed.  Whately,  1859,  p.  324  ft 
'    ^//^.,  p.  31. 
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the  Gospel  is  adapted  to  perpetuity  for  this  cause  especially,  with 
others,  that  it  was  founded  upon  a  true  calculation,  and  a  foresight 
of  the  permanent  need  of  evidence;  our  Lord  admitting  the 
inadequacy  of  His  own  mere  word,  and  the  necessity  of  a  rational 
guarantee  to  His  revelation  of  His  own  nature  and  commission."' 

The  spontaneous  offer  of  miraculous  evidence,  indeed,  has 
always  been  advanced  as  a  special  characteristic  of  Christianity, 
logiodly  entitling  it  to  acceptance  in  contradistinction  to  all  other 
religions.  "  It  is  an  acknowledged  historical  fact,"  says  Bishop 
Butler,  "  that  Christianity  offered  itself  to  the  world,  and  demanded 
to  be  received,  upon  the  allegation — 1>.,  as  unbelievers  would 
speak,  upon  the  pretence— of  miracles,  publicly  wrought  to  attest 

the  truth  of  it  in  such  an  age ; and  Christianity,  including  the 

dispensation  of  the  Old  Testament,  seems  distinguished  by  this 
from  all  other  religions."' 

Most  of  the  great  English  divines  have  clearly  recognised  and 
asserted  the  necessity  of  supernatural  evidence  to  establish  the 
reality  of  a  supernatural  revelation.  Bishop  Butler  affirms 
miracles  and  the  completion  of  prophecy  to  be  the  "direct 
and  fundamental  proofs"  of  Christianity.3  Elsewhere  he  says: 
**  The  notion  of  a  miracle,  considered  as  a  proof  of  a  divine 
mission,  has  been  stated  with  great  exactness  by  divines,  and  is, 
I  think,  sufficiently  understood  by  everyone.  There  are  also 
invisible  miracles— tfte  Incarnation  of  Christ,  for  instance — which, 
being  secret,  cannot  be  alleged  as  a  proof  of  such  a  mission,  but 
require  themselves  to  be  proved  by  visible  miracles.  Revelation 
itself,  too,  is  miraculous ;  and  miracles  are  the  proof  of  it."* 
Paley  states  the  case  with  equal  clearness :  "  In  what  way  can  a 
revelation  be  made  but  by  miracles  ?  In  none  which  we  are  able 
to  conceive."^  His  argument,  in  fact,  is  founded  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  '*  nothing  but  miracles  could  decide  the  authority  "  of 
Christianity.^  In  another  work  he  asserts  that  no  man  can 
prove  a  future  retribution  but  the  teacher  "who  testifies  by 
miracles  that  his  doctrine  comes  from  God.  "7  Bishop  Atterbury, 
again,  referring  to  the  principal  doctrines  of  ecclesiastical  Chris- 
tianity, says  :  "  It  is  this  kind  of  Truth  that  God  is  properly  said 
to  reveal;  Truths,  of  which,  unless  revealed,  we  should  have 


•    '  /Lj  p.  32. 

'  TAe  Analog  of  Religion^  pt.  ii.,  ch.  vii.,  §  3. 

3  /*.,  pt.  ii.,  ch.  vii.  ■♦  /^.,  pt.  ii.,  ch.  ii.,  §  I. 

5  A  View  of  the  Evidemes  of  ChrisHanity,  "  Preparatory  Considerations," 
p.  12, 

^  lb.,  p.  14. 

7  Moral  Philosophy^  book  v.  Speaking  of  Christianity,  in  another  place, 
he  calls  miracles  and  prophecy  **that  splendid  apparatus  with  which  its 
mission  was  introduced  and  attested  "  (book  iv.). 
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always  continued  ignorant ;  and  'tis  in  order  only  to  prove  these 
Truths  to  have  been  really  revealed  that  we  affirm  Miracles  to  be 
Necessary."* 

Dr.  Heurtley,  Margaret  Professor  of  Divinity  in  the  University 
of  Oxford,  after  pointing  out  that  the  doctrines  taught  as  the 
Christian  Revelation  are  such  as  could  not  by  any  possibility  have 
been  attained  by  the  unassisted  human  reason,  and  that,  conse- 
quently, it  is  reasonable  that  they  should  be  attested  by  miracles, 
continues  :  "  Indeed,  it  seems  inconceivable  how  vdthout  miracles 
— including  prophecy  in  the  notion  of  a  miracle — it  could  suffi- 
ciently have  commended  itself  to  men's  belief?  Who  would 
believe,  or  would  be  justified  in  believing,  the  great  facts  which 
constitute  its  substance  on  the  ipse  dixit  of  an  unaccredited 
teacher  ?  and  how,  except  by  miracles,  could  the  first  teacher  be 

accredited  ?    Paley,  then,  was  fully  warranted  in  the  assertion 

that  *  we  cannot  conceive  a  revelation ' — such  a  revelation  of 
course  as  Christianity  professes  to  be,  a  revelation  of  truths  which 
transcend  man's  abihty  to  discover — *  to  be  substantiated  without 
miracles.'  Other  credentials,  it  is  true,  might  be  exhibited  in 
addition  to  miracles — and  such  it  would  be  natural  to  look  for — 
but  it  seems  impossible  that  miracles  could  be  dispensed  with."^ 
Dr.  Mansel  bears  similar  testimony :  "  A  teacher  who  proclaims 
himself  to  be  specially  sent  by  God,  and  whose  teaching  is  to  be 
received  on  the  authority  of  that  mission,  must,  from  the  nature 
of  the  case,  establish  his  claim  by  proofs  of  another  kind  than 
those  which  merely  evince  his  human  wisdom  or  goodness.  A 
superhuman  authority  needs  to  be  substantiated  by  superhuman 
evidence ;  and  what  is  superhuman  is  miraculous."^ 

Newman,  in  discussing  the  idea  and  scope  of  miracles,  says : 
"A  revelation — ^that  is,  a  direct  message  from  God  to  man — 

itself  bears  in  some  degree  a  miraculous  character And  as  a 

revelation  itself,  so  again  the  evidences  of  a  revelation  may  all 

more  or  less   be   considered    miraculous It  might  even   be 

said  that,  strictly  speaking,  no  evidence  of  a  revelation  is  con- 
ceivable which  does  not  partake  of  the  character  of  a  miracle ; 
since  nothing  but  a  display  of  power  over  the  existing  system  of 
things  can  attest  the  immediate  presence  of  Him  by  whom  it  was 
originally  established."* 

Dr.  Mozley  has  stated  in  still  stronger  terms  the  necessity  that 


'  Sermons t  etc  Sermon  viii.,  **  Miracles  the  Most  Proper  Way  of  Proving 
any  Religion"  (vol.  iii.,  1766,  p.  199). 

'  Replies  to  Essays  and  Reviews^  1862,  p.  151. 

3  Aids  to  Faith,  4th  ed.,  1863,  p.  35. 

*  Two  Essies  on  Scripture  Miracles  and  on  Ecclesiastical ^  by  John  H. 
Newman,  and  ed.,  1870,  p.  6  f. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


MIRACLES  INSEPARABLE  FROM  CHRISTIANITY 


Christianity  should  be  authenticated  by  the  evidence  of  miracles. 
He  supposes  the  case  that  a  person  of  evident  int^rity  and  lofti- 
ness of  character  had  appeared,  eighteen  centuries  ago,  announcing 
himself  as  pre-existent  from  all  eternity,  the  Son  of  God,  Maker 
of  the  world,  who  had  come  down  from  heaven  and  assumed  the 
form  and  nature  of  man  in  order  to  be  the  Lamb  of  God  that 
taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world,  and  so  on,  enumerating  other 
doctrines  of  Christianity.  Dr.  Mozley  then  asks  :  "  What  would 
be  the  inevitable  conclusion  of  sober  reason  respecting  that  person  ? 
The  necessary  conclusion  of  sober  reason  respecting  that  person 

would  be  that  he  was  disordered  in  his  imderstandmg By  no 

radonal  being  could  a  just  and  benevolent  life  be  accepted  as 
proof  of  such  astonishing  announcements.  Miracles  are  the 
necessary  complement,  then,  of  the  truth  of  such  announcements, 
which,  without  them,  are  purposeless  and  abortive,  the  unfinished 
fragments  of  a  design  which  is  nothing  unless  it  is  the  whole. 
They  are  necessary  to  the  justification  of  such  announcements, 
whidi  indeed,  unless  they  are  supernatural  truths,  are  the  wildest 
delusions."'  He,  therefore,  concludes  that  "  Christianity  cannot 
be  maintained  as  a  revelation  undiscoverable  by  human  reason,  a 
revelation  of  a  supernatural  scheme  for  man's  salvation,  without 
the  evidence  of  miracles."^ 

In  all  points  Christianity  is  emphatically  a  Supernatural 
Religion,  claiming  to  be  divine  in  its  origin,  superhuman  in  its 
essence,  and  miraculous  in  its  evidence.  It  cannot  be  accepted 
without  an  absolute  belief  in  miracles^  and  those  who  profess  to 
hold  the  religion  whilst  they  discredit  its  supernatural  elements — 
and  they  are  many  at  the  present  day — have  widely  seceded  from 
ecclesiastical  Christianity.  Miracles,  it  is  true,  are  external  to 
Christianity  in  so  far  as  they  are  evidential,  but  inasmuch  as  it  is 
admitted  that  miracles  alone  can  attest  the  reality  of  Divine 
revelation  they  are  still  inseparable  from  it ;  and  as  the  contents 
of  the  revelation  are,  so  to  say,  more  miraculous  than  its  attesting 
miracles,  the  supernatural  enters  into  the  very  substance  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  cannot  be  eliminated.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that 
the  reality  of  miracles  is  the  vital  point  in  the  investigation  which 
we  have  undertaken.  If  the  reality  of  miracles  cannot  be  estab- 
lished, Christianity  loses  the  only  evidence  by  which  its  truth  can 
be  sufficientiy  attested.  If  miracles  be  incredible,  the  super- 
natural revelation  and  its  miraculous  evidence  must  together  be 
rejected. 

This  fact  is  thoroughly  recognised  by  the  ablest  Christian 
divines.     Dean  Mansel,  speaking  of  the  position  of  miracles  in 

'  Bampton  Lectures^  1865,  p«  14.  '  /^.,  p.  23. 
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r^ard  to  Christianity,  says  :  "  The  question,  however,  assumes  a 
very  different  character  when  it  relates,  not  to  the  comparative 
importance  of  miracles  as  evidences,  but  to  their  reality  as  facts, 
and  as  facts  of  a  supernatural  kind.  For,  if  this  is  denied,  the 
denial  does  not  merely  remove  one  of  the  supports  of  a  faith 
which  may  yet  rest  securely  on  other  grounds.     On  the  contrary, 

the  whole  system  of  Christian  belief  with  its  evidences all 

Christianity,  in  short,  so  far  as  it  has  any  title  to  that  name,  so  far 
as  it  has  any  special  relation  to  the  person  or  the  teaching  of 
Christ,  is  overthrown  at  the  same  time."'  A  little  further  on  he 
says :  "  If  there  be  one  fact  recorded  in  Scripture  which  is 
entitled,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word,  to  the  name  of  a 
miracle,  the  Resurrection  of  Christ  is  that  fact.  H^re,  at 
least,  is  an  instance  in  which  the  entire  Christian  faith  must  stand 
or  fall  with  our  belief  in  the  supernatural."^  He,  therefore, 
properly  repudiates  the  view,  "  which  represents  the  question  of 
the  possibility  of  miracles  as  one  which  merely  affects  the 
external  accessories  of  Christianity,  leaving  the  essential  doctrines 
untouched"^  Dr.  Mozley,  in  a  similar  manner,  argues  the  insepar- 
able union  of  miracles  with  the  Christian  faith.  "  Indeed,  not 
only  are  miracles  conjoined  with  doctrine  in  Christianity^  but 
miracles  are  inserted  in  the  doctrine  and  are  part  of  its  contents. 
A  man  cannot  state  his  belief  as  a  Christian  in  the  terms  of  the 
Apostles'  Creed  without  asserting  them.  Can  the  doctrine  of 
our  Lord's  Incarnation  be  disjoined  from  one  physical  miracle  ? 
Can  the  doctrine  of  His  justification  of  us  and  intercession  for  us 

be  disjoined  from  another? If  a  miracle  is  incorporated  as 

an  article  in  a  creed,  that  article  of  the  creed,  the  miracle,  and  the 
proof  of  it  by  a  miracle,  are  all  one  thing.  The  great  miracles, 
therefore,  upon  the  evidence  of  which  the  Christian  scheme 
rested,  being  thus  inserted  in  the  Christian  Creed,  the  belief  in 
the  Creed  was  of  itself  the  belief  in  the  miraculous  evidence  of 

it Thus  miracles  and  the  supernatural  contents  of  Christianity 

must  stand  or  fall  together."*  Dr.  Heurtley,  referring  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  reality  of  miracles,  exclaims :  "  It  is  not  too  much 
to  say,  therefore,  that  the  question  is  vital  as  regards  Christianity.''^ 
Dr.  Westcott  not  less  emphatically  makes  the  same  statement. 
"  It  is  evident,"  he  says,  "  that  if  the  claim  to  be  a  miraculous 
religion  is  essentially  incredible,  apostolic  Christianity  is  simply 

false The  essence  of  Christianity  lies  in  a  miracle;  and,  if  it 

can  be  shown  that  a  miracle  is  either  impossible  or  incredible,  all 
further  inquiry  into  the  details  of  its  histwy  is  superfluous  in  a 

»  Aids  to  Faith,  1863,  p.  3.  »  lb,,  p.  4. 

3  lb.,  p.  5.  *  BamptoH  Lectures,  1865,  p.  ai  f. 

s  Replies  to  Essays  and  Reviews,  1862,  p.  143. 
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religious  point  of  view."'  Similarly,  Dr.  Farrar  has  said :  "  How- 
ever skilfully  the  modem  ingenuity  of  semi-belief  may  have 
tampered  with  supernatural  interpositions,  it  is  clear  to  every 
honest  and  unsophisticated  mind  that,  if  miracles  be  incredible, 
Christianity  is  false.      If  Christ  wrought  no  miracles,  then  the 

Gospels  are  untrustworthy If  the  Resurrection  be  merely  a 

spiritual  idea,  or  a  mythicised  hallucination,  then  our  religion  has 

been  founded  on  an  error "" 

It  has  been  necessary  clearly  to  point  our  this  indissoluble 
connection  between  ecclesiastical  Christianity  and  the  supernatural, 
in  order  that  the  paramount  importance  of  the  question  as  to  the 
credibility  of  miracles  should  be  duly  appreciated.  Our  inquiry 
into  the  reality  of  Divine  Revelation,  then,  whether  we  consider 
its  contents  or  its  evidence,  practically  reduces  itself  to  the  very 
simple  issue  :  Are  miracles  antecedently  credible  ?  Did  they 
ever  really  take  place  ?  We  do  not  intend  to  confine  ourselves 
merely  to  a  discussion  of  the  abstract  question,  but  shall  also 
endeavour  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  specific 
allegations  which  are  advanced. 

Having,  then,  ascertained  that  miracles  are  absolutely  necessary 
to  attest  the  reality  of  Divine  revelation,  we  may  proceed  to 
examine  them  more  closely,  and  for  the  present  we  shall  confine 
ourselves  to  the  representations  of  these  phenomena  which  are 
given  in  the  Bible.  Throughout  the  Old  Testament  the  doctrine 
is  inculcated  that  supernatural  communications  must  have  super- 
natural attestation.  God  is  described  as  arming  his  servants  with 
power  to  perform  wonders,  in  order  that  they  may  thus  be 
accredited  as  his  special  messengers.  The  Patriarchs  and  the 
people  of  Israel  generally  are  represented  as  demanding  "  a  sign  '* 
of  the  reality  of  communications  said  to  come  from  God,  without 
which,  we  are  led  to  suppose,  they  not  only  would  not  have 
believed,  but  would  have  been  justified  in  disbelieving,  that  the 
message  actually  came  from  him.  Thus  Gideon3  asks  for  a  sign 
that  the  Lord  talked  with  him,  and  Hezekiah*  demands  proof  of 
the  truth  of  Isaiah's  prophecy  that  he  should  be  restored  to  health. 
It  is,  however,  unnecessary  to  refer  to  instances,  for  it  may  be 
affirmed  that,  upon  all  occasions,  miraculous  evidence  of  an 
alleged  divine  mission  is  stated  to  have  been  required  and 
accorded. 

The  startling  information  is  at  the  same  time  given,  however, 

*  The  Gosfel  of  the  Resurrection^  3rd  ed.,  1874,  p.  34. 
'  The  Wtttuss  of  History  to  Christy  Hulsean  Lectures  for  1870,  and  ed., 
1872,  p.  25. 
3  Judges  vi.  17.  *  2  Kings  xx.  8  f. 
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that  miracles  may  be  wrought  to  attest  what  is  false,  as  well  as  to 
accredit  what  is  true.  In  one  place'  it  is  declared  that,  if  a 
prophet  actually  gives  a  sign  or  wonder,  and  it  comes  to  pass,  but 
teaches  the  people,  on  the  strength  of  it,  to  follow  other  gods,  they 
are  not  to  hearken  to  him,  and  the  prophet  is  to  be  put  to  death. 
The  false  miracle  is,  here,"  attributed  to  God  himself :  "  For  the 
Lord  your  God  proveth  you,  to  know  whether  ye  love  the  Lord 
your  God  with  all  your  heart  and  with  all  your  soul."  In  the  book 
of  the  Prophet  Ezekiel  the  case  is  stated  in  a  still  stronger  way, 
and  God  is  represented  as  directly  deceiving  the  prophet :  "  And 
if  the  prophet  be  deceived  when  he  hath  spoken  a  thing,  I  the 
Lord  have  deceived  that  prophet,  and  I  will  stretch  out  my  hand 
upon  him,  and  will  destroy  him  from  the  midst  of  my  people 
Israel. "3  God,  in  fact,  is  represented  as  exerting  his  almighty 
power  to  deceive  a  man,  and  then  as  destroying  him  for  being 
deceived.  In  the  same  spirit  is  the  passage^  in  which  Micaiah 
describes  the  Lord  as  putting  a  lying  spirit  into  the  mouths  of  the 
prophets  who  incited  Ahab  to  go  to  Ramoth-Gilead.  Elsewhere,s 
and  notably  in  the  New  Jestament,  we  find  an  ascription  of  real 
signs  and  wonders  to  another  power  than  God.  Jesus  himself  is 
represented  as  warning  his  disciples  against  false  prophets,  who 
work  signs  and  wonders :  "  Many  will  say  to  me  in  that  day.  Lord, 
Lord,  have  we  not  prophesied  in  thy  name?  and  in  thy  name 
cast  out  devils  ?  and  in  thy  name  done  many  wonderful  works  ?" 
of  whom  he  should  say  :  "  I  never  knew  you  ;  depart  from  me,  ye 
that  work  iniquitv."^  And  again  in  another  place :  "  For  false 
prophets  shall  anse,  and  shall  work  signs  and  wonders  (<rr]fi€ta 
Koi  rkpara)  to  seduce,  if  it  were  possible,  the  elect. "7  Also, 
when  the  Pharisees  accuse  him  of  casting  out  devils  by  Beelzebub, 
the  prince  of  the  devils,  Jesus  asks :  "  By  whom  do  your  children 
cast  them  out  ?"®  a  reply  which  would  lose  all  its  point  if  they  were 
not  admitted  to  be  able  to  cast  out  devils.  In  another  passage 
John  is  described  as  saying :  "  Master,  we  saw  one  casting  out 
devils  in  thy  name,  who  followeth  not  us,  and  we  forbad  him."9 
Without  multiplying  instances,  however,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of 
the  fact  that  the  reality  of  false  miracles  and  lying  wonders  is 
admitted  in  the  Bible. 
The  obvious  deduction  from  this  representation  of  miracles  is 

*  Deut.  xiii.  I  ff.  »  Deut.  xiii.  3. 

a  Ezek.  xiv.  9.     The  narrative  of  God's  hardening  the  heart  of  Pharaoh  in 
order  to  bring  other  plagues  tipon  the  land  of  Egypt  is  in  this  vein. 

*  I  Kings  xxii.  14-23. 

s  The  counter  miracles  of  the  Egyptian  sorcerers  need  not  be  referred  to  as 
instances.     Exi  vii.  11  j  I2,  iit 

*  Matt.  vii.  i2,  2j*  7  Matk  xiii.  22* 

*  \fatt.  xii.  27.  ">  Mark  ix.  38* 
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that  the  source  and  purpose  of  such  supernatural  phenomena 
must  always  be  exceedingly  uncertain.'  Their  evidential  value  is, 
therefore,  profoundly  affected,  "  it  being,**  as  Newman  has  said  of 
ambiguous  miracles,  "  antecedently  improbable  that  the  Almighty 
should  rest  the  credit  of  His  revelation  upon  events  which  but 
obscurely  implied  His  immediate  presence."=^  As  it  is  affirmed 
that  other  supernatural  beings  exist,  as  well  as  an  assumed  Personal 
God,  by  whose  agency  miracles  are  performed,  it  is  impossible  to 
argue  with  reason  that  such  phenomena  are  at  any  time  specially 
due  to  the  intervention  of  the  Deity.  Newman  recognises  this, 
but  passes  over  the  difficulty  with  masterly  lightness  of  touch. 
After  advancing  the  singular  argument  that  our  knowledge  of 
spirits  is  only  derived  from  Scripture,  and  that  their  existence 
cannot  be  deduced  from  nature,  whilst  he  asserts  that  the  being  of 
a  God — a  Personal  God  be  it  remembered — can  be  so  discovered, 
and  that,  therefore,  miracles  can  only  properly  be  attributed  to 
him,  he  proceeds  :  "  Still,  it  may  be  necessary  to  show  that  on  our 
own  principles  we  are  not  open  to  inconsistency.  That  is,  it  has 
been  questioned  whether,  in  admitting  the  existence  and  power  of 
Spirits  on  the  authority  of  Revelation,  we  are  not  in  danger  of 
invalidating  the  evidence  upon  which  that  authority  rests.  For 
the  cogency  of  the  argument  for  miracles  depends  on  the  assump- 
tion that  interruptions  in  the  course  of  nature  must  ultimately 
proceed  from  God,  which  is  not  true  if  they  may  be  effected  by  other 
beings  without  ffis  sanction.  And  it  must  be  conceded  that, 
explicit  as  Scripture  is  in  considering  miracles  as  signs  of  Divine 
agency,  it  still  does  seem  to  give  created  spirits  some  power  of 
working  them ;  and  even  in  its  most  literal  sense  intimates  the 
possibility  of  working  them  in  opposition  to  the  true  doctrine 
(Deut.  xiii.  1-3;  Matt.  xxiv.  24;  2  Thess.  ii.  9-ii)."3  Newman 
repudiates  the  attempts  of  various  writers  to  overcome  this 
difficulty  by  making  a  distinction  between  great  miracles  and 
small,  many  miracles  and  few,  or  by  referring  to  the  nature  of  the 
doctrine  attested  in  order  to  determine  the  author  of  the  miracle, 
or  by  denying  the  power  of  spirits  altogether,  and  explaining  away 
Scripture  statements  of  demoniacal  possession  and  the  narrative 
of  the  Lord's  Temptation.  "  Without  having  recourse  to  any  of 
these  dangerous  modes  of  answering  the  objection,"  he  says,  "  it 

'  Tertallimn  saw  this  difficulty,  and  in  his  work  against  Marcion  he  ai^es 
that  miracles  alone,  withoat  prophecv,  could  not  sufficiently  prove  Christ  to  be 
the  Son  of  God  ;  for  he  points  out  tnat  Jesus  himself  forewarned  his  disciples 
that  &lse  Christs  would  come  with  signs  and  wonders,  like  the  miracles  which 
he  himself  had  worked,  whom  he  enjoined  them  beforehand  not  to  believe. 
Adv,  Mare,t  iii>  3*     So  also  the  Author  of  the  CUmentims^  xvii.  14, 

*  Two  Essays  on  Miracles,  p.  31. 

3  /^.,p.  50  f. 
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may  be  sufficient  to  reply  that  since,  agreeably  to  the  antecedent 
sentiment  of  reason,  God  has  adopted  miracles  as  the  seal  of  a 
divine  message,  we  believe  he  will  never  suffer  them  to  be  so 
counterfeited  as  to  deceive  the  humble  inquirer."'  This  is  the 
only  reply  which  even  so  powerful  a  reasoner  as  Newman  can  give 
to  an  objection  based  on  distinct  statements  of  Scripture  itself. 
He  cannot  deny  the  validity  of  the  objection ;  he  can  only  hope  or 
believe  in  spite  of  it.  Personal  belief,  independent  of  evidence, 
is  the  most  common  and  the  weakest  of  arguments  ;  at  the  best, 
it  is  prejudice  masked  in  the  garb  of  reason.  It  is  perfectly  clear 
that  miracles  being  thus  acknowledged  to  be  common  both  to  God 
and  to  other  spirits,  they  cannot  be  considered  a  distinctive 
attestation  of  divine  intervention  ;  and,  as  Spinoza  finely  argued, 
not  even  the  mere  existence  of  God  can  be  inferred  from  them  ; 
for,  as  a  miracle  is  a  limited  act,  and  never  expresses  more  than  a 
certain  and  limited  power,  it  is  certain  that  we  cannot  from  such 
an  effect  conclude  even  the  existence  of  a  cause  whose  power  is 
infinite.' 

This  dual  character  obviously  leads  to  many  difficulties  in 
defining  the  evidential  function  and  force  of  miracles,  and  we 
may  best  appreciate  the  dilemma  which  is  involved  by  continuing 
to  follow  the  statements  and  arguments  of  divines  themselves. 
To  the  question  whether  miracles  are  absolutely  to  command  the 
obedience  of  those  in  whose  sight  they  are  performed,  and 
whether,  upon  their  attestation,  the  doer  and  his  doctrine  are  to 
be  accepted  as  of  God,  Archbishop  Trench  unhesitatingly  replies  ; 
"  It  cannot  be  so,  for  side  by  side  with  the  miracles  which  serve 
for  the  furthering  of  the  kingdom  of  God  runs  another  line  of 
wonders,  the  counter-workings  of  him  who  is  ever  the  ape  of  the 
Most  High."3  The  deduction  is  absolutely  logical  and  cannot 
be  denied.  "  This  fact,"  he  says,  "  that  the  kingdom  of  lies  has 
its  wonders  no  less  than  the  kingdom  of  truth,  is  itself  sufficient 
evidence  that  miracles  cannot  be  appealed  to  absolutely  and 
finally,  in  proof  of  the  doctrine  which  the  worker  of  them 
proclaims."  This  being  the  case,  it  is  important  to  discover  how 
miracles  perform  their  function  as  the  indispensable  evidence  for 
a  Divine  revelation,  for  with  this  disability  they  do  not  seem  to 
possess  much  potentiality.  Archbishop  Trench,  then,  offers  the 
following  definition  of  the  function  of  miracles :  "A  miracle 
does  not  prove  the  truth  of  a  doctrine,  or  the  divine  mission  of 
him  that  brings  it  to  pass.  That  which  alone  it  claims  for  him  at 
the  first  is  a  right  to  be  listened  to ;  it  puts  him  in  the  alternative 


*  Two  Essays  on  Scripture  Alirocies,  p.  51  f. 

=*  Operay  ed  Tanchnitz^  vol  iii.,  cap.  vi.,  24. 

3  Notes  on  the  Miracles  of  our  Lora^  8th  ed.,  1866,  p.  22. 
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of  being  from  heaven  or  from  hell.  The  doctrine  must  first 
commend  itself  to  the  conscience  as  being  good^  and  only  then 
can  the  miracle  seal  it  as  divine.  But  the  first  appeal  is  from  the 
doctrine  to  the  conscience,  to  the  moral  nature  of  man."'  Under 
certain  circumstances,  he  maintains,  their  evidence  is  utterly  to  be 
rejected.  "  But  the  purpose  of  the  miracle,"  he  says,  "  being,  as 
we  have  seen,  to  confirm  that  which  is  good,  so,  upon  the  other 
hand,  where  the  mind  and  conscience  witness  against  the  doctrine, 
not  all  the  miracles  in  the  world  have  a  right  to  demand  sub- 
mission to  the  word  which  they  seal.  On  the  contrary,  the  great 
act  of  faith  is  to  believe,  against,  and  in  despite  of  them  all,  in 
what  God  has  revealed  to,  and  implanted  in  the  soul  of  the  holy 
and  the  true;  not  to  believe  another  Gospel,  though  an  angel 
from  heaven,  or  one  transformed  into  such,  should  bring  it 
(Deut.  xiii.  3;  Gal.  i.  8);  and  instead  of  compelling  assent, 
miracles  are  then  rather  warnings  to  us  that  we  keep  aloof,  for 
they  tell  us  that  not  merely  lies  are  here,  for  to  that  the  conscience 
bore  witness  already,  but  that  he  who  utters  them  is  more  than  a 
common  deceiver,  is  eminently  *  a  liar  and  an  Anti-christ,'  a  false 
prophet — standing  in  more  immediate  connection  than  other 
deceived  and  evil  men  to  the  kingdom  of  darkness,  so  that  Satan 
has  given  him  his  power  (Rev.  xiii.  2),  is  using  him  to  be  an 
especial  organ  of  his,  and  to  do  a  special  work  for  him."*  And 
he  lays  down  the  distinct  principle  that  "The  miracle  must 
witness  for  itself,  and  the  doctrine  must  witness  for  itself,  and 
then,  and  then  only,  the  first  is  capable  of  witnessing  for  the 
second.  "3 

These  opinions  are  not  peculiar  to  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin, 
but  are  generally  held  by  divines,  although  Dr.  Trench  expresses 
them  with  unusual  absence  of  reserve.  Dr.  Mozley  emphatically 
affirms  the  same  doctrine  when  he  says :  ''A  miracle  cannot  oblige 
us  to  accept  any  doctrine  which  is  contrary  to  our  moral  nature, 
or  to  a  fundamental  principle  of  religion."*     Dr.  Mansel  speaks 

*  Notesy  etc.,  p.  25.  Dr.  Trench's  views  are  of  considerable  eccentricity, 
and  he  seems  to  reproduce  in  some  degree  the  Platonic  theory  of  Remi- 
niscence. He  continues:  **For  all  revelation  presupposes  in  man  a  power 
of  recognising  the  truth  when  it  is  shown  him — that  it  will  find  an  answer  in 
him — that  he  will  trace  in  it  the  lineaments  of  a  firiend,  though  of  a  friend 
from  whom  he  has  been  long  estranged,  and  whom  he  has  well-nigh  forgotten. 
It  is  the  finding  of  a  treasure,  but  of  a  treasure  which  he  himself  and  no  other 
had  lost.  The  denial  of  this,  that  there  is  in  man  any  organ  by  which  truth 
may  be  recognised,  opens  the  door  to  the  most  boundless  scepticism— is, 
indeed,  the  denial  of  all  that  is  god-like  in  man "  (/^^,  p.  25).  The  Arch- 
bishop would  probably  be  shocked  if  we  suggested  that  the  god-like  oigan  of 
which  he  speaks  is  Reason. 

«/^.,p.  27f.     •  3/^.,  p.  33. 

*  Bampton  Lectures ^  1865,  p.  25. 
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to  the  same  effect :  "  If  a  teacher  claiming  to  work  miracles 
proclaims  doctrines  contradictory  to  previously  established  truths, 
whether  to  the  conclusions  of  natural  religion  or  to  the  teaching 
of  a  former  revelation,  such  a  contradiction  is  allowed,  even  by 
the  most  zealous  defenders  of  the  evidential  value  of  miracles,  to 
invalidate  the  authority  of  the  teacher.  But  the  right  conclusion 
from  this  admission  is  not  that  true  miracles  are  invalid  as 
evidences,  but  that  the  supposed  miracles  in  this  case  are  not 
true  miracles  at  all — />.,  are  not  the  effects  of  Divine  power,  but 
of  human  deception  or  of  some  other  agency."'  A  passage  from 
a  letter  written  by  Dr.  Arnold  which  is  quoted  by  Dr.  Trench  in 
support  of  his  views  both  illustrates  the  doctrine  and  the  necessity 
which  has  led  to  its  adoption  :  "  You  complain,"  says  Dr.  Arnold, 
writing  to  Dr.  Hawkins,  "  of  those  persons  who  judge  of  a  revela- 
tion not  by  its  evidence,  but  by  its  substance.  It  has  always 
seemed  to  me  that  its  substance  is  a  most  essential  part  of  its 
evidence ;  and  that  miracles  wrought  in  favour  of  what  was  foolish 
or  wicked  would  only  prove  Ma^cheism.  We  are  so  perfectly 
ignorant  of  the  unseen  world  that  the  character  of  any  supernatural 
power  can  only  be  judged  by  the  moral  character  of  the  state- 
ments which  it  sanctions.  Thus  only  can  we  tell  whether  it  be 
a  revelation  from  God  or  from  the  Devil."*  In  another  place 
Dr.  Arnold  declares :  "  Miracles  must  not  be  allowed  to  overrule 
the  Gospel ;  for  it  is  only  through  our  belief  in  the  Gospel  that 
we  accord  our  belief  to  them."3 


^  Aids  to  Faiths  p.  32. 

»  Life  of  Arnold,  iL,  p.  226. 

3  Lectures  on  Modem  History y  p.  137.  Those  who  hold  such  views  forget 
that  the  greatest  miracles  of  ecclesiastical  Christianity  are  not  external  to  it, 
but  are  the  essence  of  its  principal  dogmas.  If  the  "signs"  and  "wonders" 
which  form  what  may  be  called  Uie  collateral  miracles  of  Christianity  arc  only 
believed  in  consecjuence  of  belief  in  the  Gospel,  upon  what  basis  does  belief  in 
the  miraculous  birth,  the  Incarnation,  the  Resurrection,  Ascension,  and  other 
leading  dogmas,  rest?  These  are  themselves  the  Gospel.  Newman,  the 
character  of  whose  mind  leads  him  to  believe  every  miracle  the  evidence 
against  which  does  not  absolutely  prohibit  his  doing  so,  rather  than  only^  those 
the  evidence  for  which  constrains  him  to  belief,  supports  ecclesiastical  miracles 
somewhat  at  the  expense  of  those  of  the  Gospels.  He  points  out  that  only  a 
few  of  the  latter  now  fulfil  the  purpose  of  evidence  for  a  Divine  revelation,  and 
the  rest  are  sustained  and  authenticated  by  those  few ;  that  **  The  many 
never  have  been  evidence  except  to  those  who  saw  them,  and  have  but  held 
the  place  of  doctrine  ever  since ;  like  the  truths  revealed  to  us  about  the  unseen 
world,  which  are  matters  of  feith,  not  means  of  conviction.  They  have  no 
existence,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  record  in  which  they  are  found."  He  then 
proceeds  to  refer  to  the  criterion  of  a  miracle  suggested  by  Bishop  Douglas  : 
**  We  may  suspect  mirades  to  be  felse  the  account  of  which  was  not  published 
at  the  time  or  place  of  their  alleged  occurrence,  or,  if  so  published,  yet  without 
careful  attention  being  called  to  them."  Newman  then  adds :  "  Yet  St  Mark 
is  said  to  have  written  at  Rome,  St.  Luke  in  Rome  or  Greece,  and  St  John 
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It  IS  obvious  that  the  mutual  dependence  which  is  thus  estab- 
lished between  miracles  and  the  doctrines  in  connection  with 
which  they  are  wrought  destroys  the  evidential  force  of  miracles, 
and  that  the  first  and  the  final  appeal  is  made  to  reason.  The 
doctrine,  in  fact,  proves  the  miracle  instead  of  the  miracle  attesting 
the  doctrine.  Divines  of  course  attempt  to  deny  this,  but  no 
other  deduction  from  their  own  statements  is  logically  possible. 
Miracles,  according  to  Scripture  itself,  are  producible  by  various 
supernatural  beings,  and  may  be  Satanic  as  well  as  Divine ;  man, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  so  ignorant  of  the  unseen  world  that 
avowedly  he  cannot,  from  the  miracle  itself,  determine  the  agent 
by  whom  it  was  performed;'  the  miracle,  therefore,  has  no 
intrinsic  evidential  value.  How,  then,  according  to  divines,  does 
it  attain  any  potentiality  ?  Only  through  a  favourable  decision  on 
the  part  of  Reason  or  the  "  moral  nature  in  man  "  regarding  the 
character  of  the  doctrine.  The  result  of  the  appeal  to  Reason 
respecting  the  morality  and  credibility  of  the  doctrine  determines 
the  evidential  status  of  the  miracle.  The  doctrine,  therefore,  is 
the  real  criterion  of  the  miracle  which,  without  it,  is  necessarily  an 
object  of  doubt  and  suspicion. 

We  have  already  casually  referred  to  Newman^s  view  of  such  a 
relation  between  miracle  and  doctrine,  but  may  here  more  fully 
quote  his  suggestive  remarks.  "  Others,  by  referring  to  the  nature 
of  the  doctrine  attested,"  he  says,  "in  order  to  determine  the 
author  of  the  miracle,  have  exposed  themselves  to  the  plausible 
charge  of  adducing,  first  the  miracle  to  attest  the  divinity  of  the 
doctrine,  and  then  the  doctrine  to  prove  the  divinity  of  the 
miracle."'  This  argument  he  characterises  as  one  of  the  "dangerous 
modes  "  of  removing  a  difficulty,  although  he  does  not  .himself 
point  out  a  safer,  and,  in  a  note,  he  adds  :  "  There  is  an  appear- 
ance of  doing  honour  to  the  Christian  doctrines  in  representing 
them  as  intrinsically  credible,  which  leads  many  into  supporting 
opinions  which,  carried  to  their  full  extent,  supersede  the  need  of 
miracles  altogether.  It  must  be  recollected,  too,  that  they  who 
are  allowed  to  praise  have  the  privilege  of  finding  fault,  and  may 
reject,  according  to  their  h  priori  notions,  as  well  as  receive. 


at  Ephesus  ;  and  the  earliest  of  the  Evan|;elists  wrote  some  years  after  the 
events  recorded,  while  the  latest  did  not  write  for  sixty  years  ;  and  moreover, 
true  though  it  be  that  attention  was  called  to  Christianity  from  the  first,  ^et  it 
is  true  also  that  it  did  not  succeed  at  'the  spot  where  it  arose,  but  principally 
at  a  distance  from  it"  {Two  Essays  on  Miracles,  etc.,  2nd  ed.,  1870,  p.  232  f.). 
How  much  these  remarks  might  have  been  extended  and  strengthened  by  one 
more  critical  and  less  ecclesiastical  than  Newman  need  not  here  be  stated. 

^  Newman  says  of  a  miracle  :  "  Considered  by  itself,  it  is  at  most  but  the 
token  of  a  superhuman  being"  {Two  Essays,  p.  10). 

«  Two  Essays,  etc.,  p.  51. 
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Doubtless  the  divinity  of  a  clearly  immoral  doctrine  cbuld  not  be 
evidenced  by  miracles ;  for  our  belief  in  the  moral  attributes  of 
God  is  much  stronger  than  our  conviction  of  the  negative  proposi- 
tion that  none  but  He  can  interfere  with  the  system  of  nature.^ 
But  there  is  always  the  danger  of  extending  this  admission  beyond 
its  proper  limits,  of  supposing  ourselves  adequate  judges  of  the 
tetidency  of  doctrines ;  and,  because  unassisted  reason  informs  us 
what  is  moral  and  immoral  in  our  own  case,  of  attempting  to 
decide  on  the  abstract  morality  of  actions...... These  remarks  are 

in  nowise  inconsistent  with  using  (as  was  done  in  a  former  section) 
our  actual  knowledge  of  God's  attributes,  obtained  from  a  survey 
of  nature  and  human  aifairs,  in  determining  the  probability  of 
certain  professed  miracles  having  proceeded  from  Him.  It  is  one 
thing  to  infer  from  the  experience  of  life,  another  to  imagine  the 
character  of  God  from  the  gratuitous  conceptions  of  our  own 
minds.  "=*  Although  Newman  apparently  fails  to  perceive  that  he 
himself  thus  makes  reason  the  criterion  of  miracles,  and  therefore 
incurs  the  condemnation  with  which  our  quotation  opens,  the 
very  indecision  of  his  argument  illustrates  the  dilemma  in  which 
divines  are  placed.  Dr.  Mozley,  however,  still  more  directly 
condemns  the  principle  which  we  are  discussing — that  the  doctrine 
must  be  the  criterion  of  the  miracle — although  he  also,  as  we  have 
seen,  elsewhere  substantially  affirms  it.  He  says :  "  The  position 
that  the  revelation  proves  the  miracles,  and  not  the  miracles  the 
revelation,  admits  of  a  good  qualified  meaning ;  but,  taken 
literally,  it  is  a  double  offence  against  the  rule  that  things  are  properly 
proved  by  the  proper  proof  of  them ;  for  a  supernatural  feet  is 
the  proper  proof  of  a  supernatural  doctrine ;  while  a  supernatural 
doctrine,  on  the  other  hand,  is  certainly  not  the  proper  proof  of  a 
supernatural  fact."3 

'  In  another  place,  however,  Newman,  contrasting  the  "  Rationalistic"  and 
''Catholic"  tempers,  and  condemning  the  former,  says:  ''Rationalism  is  a 
certain  abuse  of  reason — that  is,  a  use  of  it  for  purposes  for  which  it  never  was 
intended,  and  is  unfitted.  To  rationalise  in  matters  of  revelation  is  to  make 
our  reason  the  standard  and  measure  of  the  doctrines  revealed ;  to  stipulate 
that  those  doctrines  should  be  such  as  to  carry  with  them  their  own  justifica- 
tion ;  to  reject  them  if  they  come  in  collision  with  our  existing  opinions 
or  habits  of  thought,  or  are  with  difficulty  harmonised  with  our  existing  stock 
of  knowledge"  {Essays^  Crit,  and  HisL^  1872,  vol.  i.,  p.  jl) ;  and  a  little 
further  on :  "A  like  desire  of  judging  for  one's  self  is  discernible  in  the 
original  fell  of  man.  Eve  did  not  believe  the  Tempter  any  more  than  God's 
word,  till  she  perceived  '  the  fruit  was  good  for  food  *  "  {Ib.y  p.  33).  Newman, 
of  course,  wishes  to  limit  his  principle  precisely  to  suit  his  own  convenience  ; 
but  in  permitting  the  rejection  of  a  supposed  revelation  in  spite  of  miracles,  on 
the  ground  of  our  disapproval  of  its  morality,  it  is  obvious  that  the  doctrine  is 
substantially  made  the  final  criterion  of  the  miracle. 

«  Two  Essays t  etc.,  p.  51  f.,  note  (k), 

3  Bamptm  Lectures^  1805,  P*  '9- 
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This  statement  is  obviously  true,  but  it  is  equally  undeniable 
that,  their  origin,  being  uncertain,  miracles  have  no  distinctive 
evidential  force.  How  far,  then,  we  may  inquire  in  order 
thoroughly  to  understand  the  position,  can  doctrines  prove  the 
reality  of  miracles  or  determine  the  agency  by  which  the^  are 
performed?  In  the  case  of  moral  truths  within  the  limits  of 
reason,  it  is  evident  that  doctrines  which  are  in  accordance  with 
our  ideas  of  what  is  good  and  right  do  not  require  miraculous 
evidence  at  all.  They  can  secure  acceptance  by  their  own  merits 
alone.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  universally  admitted  that  the  truth 
or  goodness  of  a  doctrine  is,  in  itself,  no  proof  that  it  emanates 
directly  from  God,  and  consequently  the  most  obvious  wisdom 
and  beauty  in  the  doctrine  could  not  attest  the  Divine  origin  of  a 
miracle.  Such  truths,  however,  have  no  proper  connection  with 
revelation  at  all.  "  These  truths,"  to  quote  the  words  of  Bishop 
Atterbury,  "  were  of  themselves  sufficiently  obvious  and  plain,  and 
needed  not  a  Divine  testimony  to  make  them  plainer.  But  the 
truths  which  are  necessary  in  this  manner  to  be  attested  are 
those  which  are  of  positive  institution ;  those  which,  if  God  had 
not  pleased  to  reveal  them,  human  reason  could  not  have 
discovered  ;  and  those  which,  even  now  they  are  revealed,  human 
reason  oannot  fully  account  for  and  perfectly  comprehend."' 
How  is  it  possible,  then,  that  reason  or  "  the  moral  nature  in  man  " 
can  approve  as  good,  or  appreciate  the  fitness  of,  doctrines  which 
in  their  very  nature  are  beyond  the  criterion  of  reason  ?^  What 
reply,  for  instance,  can  reason  give  to  any  appeal  to  it  regarding 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  or  of  the  Incarnation  ?  If  doctrines 
the  truth  and  goodness  of  which  are  apparent  do  not  afford  any 
evidence  of  Divine  revelation,  how  can  doctrines  which  reason 
can  neither  discover  nor  comprehend  attest  the  Divine  origin  of 
miracles  ?  Dr.  Mozley  clearly  recognises  that  they  cannot  do  so. 
"  The  proof  of  a  revelation,"  he  says — ^and,  we  may  add,  the  proof 
of  a  miracle,  itself  a  species  of  revelation — "  which  is  contained  in 
the  substance  of  a  revelation,  has  this  inherent  check  or  limit  in  it : 
viz.,  that  it  cannot  reach  to  what  is  undiscoverable  by  reason. 
Internal  evidence  is  itself  an  appeal  to  reason,  because  at  every 
step  the  test  is  our  own  appreciation  of  such  and  such  an  idea  or 
doctrine,  our  own  perception  of  its  fitness;  but  human  reason 
cannot  in  the  nature  of  the  case  prove  that  which,  by  the 
very  hypothesis,  lies  beyond  human  reason.  "3  It  naturally  follows 
that  no  doctrine  which  lies  beyond  reason,  and  therefore  requires 

*  Sermons^  8th  ed.,  1766,  vol.  iii.,  p.  198. 

^  Bishop  Butler  says  :  '*  Christianity  is  a  scheme  quite  beyond  our  compre- 
hension "  {Analogy  of  Religion  y  part  iu,  ch.  iv.,  §  l). 
3  Bampton  Lectures y  1865,  p.  15. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


i6  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 


the  attestation  of  miracles,  can  possibly  afford  that  indication  of 
the  source  and  reality  of  miracles  which  is  necessary  to  endow 
them  with  evidential  value ;  and  the  supernatural  doctrine  must, 
therefore,  be  rejected  in  the  absence  of  miraculous  evidence  of  a 
decisive  character. 

Dr.  Mozley  labours  earnestly,  but  unsuccessfully,  to  restore  to 
miracles  as  evidence  some  part  of  that  potentiality  of  which  these 
unfortunate  limitations  have  deprived  them.  Whilst,  on  the  one 
hand,  he  says,  "  We  must  admit,  indeed,  an  inherent  modification 
in  the  function  of  a  miracle  as  an  instrument  of  proof,"'  he  argues 
that  this  is  only  a  limitation,  and  no  disproof  of  i^  and  he  contends 
that  "  The  evidence  of  miracles  is  not  negative,  because  it  has 
conditions."*  His  reasoning,  however,  is  purely  apologetic,  and 
attempts,  by  the  unreal  analogy  of  supposed  limitations  of  natural 
principles  and  evidence,  to  excuse  the  disqualifying  limitation  of  the 
supernatural.  He  is  quite  conscious  of  the  serious  difficulty  of  the 
position.  "  The  question,"  he  says,  "  may  at  first  sight  create  a 
dilemma — If  a  miracle  is  nugatory  on  the  side  of  one  doctrine, 
what  cogency  has  it  on  the  side  of  another  ?  Is  it  legitimate  to 
accept  its  evidence  when  we  please,  and  reject  it  when  we  please  ?" 
The  only  reply  he  seems  able  to  give  to  these  very  pertinent 
questions  is  the  remark  which  immediately  follows  them :  "  But  in 
truth  a  miracle  is  never  without  an  argumentative  force,  although 
that  force  may  be  counterbalanced."^  In  other  words,  a  miracle  is 
always  an  argument,  although  it  is  often  a  bad  one.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  go  to  the  supernatural  for  bad  arguments. 

It  might  naturally  be  expected  that  the  miraculous  evidence 
selected  to  accredit  a  Divine  revelation  should  possess  certain 
unique  and  marked  characteristics.  It  must,  at  least,  be.  clearly 
distinctive  of  Divine  power,  and  exclusively  associated  with  Divine 
truth.  It  is  inconceivable  that  the  Deity,  deigning  thus  to  attest 
the  reality  of  a  communication  from  himself  of  truths  beyond  the 
criterion  of  reason,  should  not  make  the  evidence  simple  and 
complete,  because,  the  doctrines  proper  to  such  a  revelation  not 
being  appreciable  from  internal  evidence,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
external  testimony  for  them — if  it  is  to  be  of  any  use — must  be 
unmistakable  and  decisive.  The  evidence  which  is  actually 
produced,  however,  so  far  from  satisfying  these  legitimate 
anticipations,  lacks  every  one  of  the  qualifications  which  reason 
antecedently  declares  to  be  necessary.  Miracles  are  not  distinctive 
of  Divine  power,  but  are  common  to  Satan,  and  they  are  admitted 
to  be  performed  in  support  of  falsehood  as  well  as  in  the  service  of 
truth.  They  bear,  indeed,  so  little  upon  them  the  impress  of  their 
origin  and  true  character   that  they  are   dependent    for  their 

*  Bampton  Lectures ^  p.  25.  '  Ib.^  p.  25.  3  lb,,  p.  25. 
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recognition  upon  our  judgment  of  the  very  doctrines  to  attest 
which  they  are  said  to  have  been  designed. 

Even  taking  the  representation  of  miracles,  therefore,  which 
divines  themselves  give,  they  are  utterly  incompetent  to  perform 
their  contemplated  functions.  If  they  are  superhuman  they  are 
not  super-Satanic,  and  there  is  no  sense  in  which  they  can  be 
considered  miraculously  evidential  of  anything.  To  argue,  as 
theologians  do,  that  the  ambiguity  of  their  testimony  i»  deliberately 
intended  as  a  trial  of  our  faith  is  absurd,  for,  reason  being  unable 
to  judge  of  the  nature  either  of  supernatural  fact  or  supernatural 
doctrine,  it  would  be  mere  folly  and  injustice  to  subject  to  such  a 
test  beings  avowedly  incapable  of  sustaining  it.  Whilst  it  is 
absolutely  necessary,  then,  that  a  Divine  revelation  should  be 
attested  by  miraculous  evidence  to  justify  our  believing  it,  the 
testimony  so-called  seems,  in  all  respects,  unworthy  of  the  name, 
and  presents  anomalies  much  more  suggestive  of  human  invention 
than  Divine  originality.  We  are,  in  fact,  prepared,  even  by  the 
Scriptural  account  of  miracles,  to  expect  that  further  examination 
will  supply  an  explanation  of  such  phenomena  which  will  wholly 
remove  them  from  the  region  of  the  supernatural. 
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CHAPTER   II. 

MIRACLES   IN   RELATION   TO  THE  ORDER   OF   NATURE 

Without  at  present  touching  the  question  as  to  their  reality,  it 
may  be  well  to  ascertain  what  miracles  are  considered  to  be,  and 
how  far,  and  in  what  sense,  it  is  asserted  that  they  are  supernatural. 
We  have,  hitherto,  almost  entirely  confined  our  attention  to  the 
arguments  of  English  divines,  and  we  must  for  the  present 
continue  chiefly  to  deal  with  them,  for  it  may  broadly  be  said  that 
they  alone,  at  the  present  day,  maintain  the  reality  and  supernatural 
character  of  such  phenomena.  No  thoughtful  mind  can  fail  to 
see  that,  considering  the  function  of  miracles,  this  is  the  only 
logical  and  consistent  course.'  The  insuperable  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  admitting  the  reality  of  miracles,  however,  have  driven  the 
great  majority  of  continental,  as  well  as  very  many  English, 
theologians  who  still  pretend  to  a  certain  orthodoxy,  either  to 
explain  the  miracles  of  the  Gospel  naturally,  or  to  suppress  them 
altogether.  Since  Schleiermacher  denounced  the  idea  of  Divine 
interuptions  of  the  order  of  nature,  and  explained  away  the  super- 
natural character  of  miracles,  by  defining  them  as  merely  relative — 
miracles  to  us,  but  in  reality  mere  anticipations  of  human 
knowledge  and  power — his  example  has  been  more  or  less  followed 
throughout  Germany,  and  almost  every  expedient  has  been 
adopted  by  would-be  orthodox  writers  to  reduce,  or  altogether 
eliminate,  the  miraculous  elements.  The  attempts  which  have 
been  made  to  do  this,  and  yet  to  maintain  the  semblance  of 
unshaken  belief  in  the  main  points  of  ecclesiastical  Christianity, 
have  lamentably  failed,  from  the  hopeless  nature  of  the  task  and 
the  fundamental  error  of  the  conception.  The  endeavour  of 
Paulus  and  his  school  to  get  rid  of  the  supernatural  by  a  bold 
naturalistic  interpretation  of  the  language  of  the  Gospel  naratives, 
whilst  the  credibility  of  the  record  was  represented  as  intact,  was 
too  glaring  an  outrage  upon  common  sense  to  be  successful ;  but  it 
was  scarcely  more  illogical  than  subsequent  efforts  to  suppress  the 

*  Newman  writes  :  **  Nay,  if  we  only  go  so  far  as  to  realise  what  Christianity 
is,  when  considered  merely  as  a  creed,  and  what  stupendous  overpowering 
facts  are  involved  in  the  doctrine  of  a  Divine  Incarnation,  we  shall  feel  that  no 
miracle  can  be  great  after  it,  nothing  strange  or  marvellous,  nothing  beyond 
expectation  "  {Two  Essays  on  Scripture  Miracles y  etc.,  1870,  p.  185). 
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miraculous,  yet  retain  the  creed.  The  great  majority  of  modem 
German  critics,  however,  reject  the  miraculous  altogether,  and 
consider  the  question  as  no  longer  worthy  of  discussion;  and  most 
of  those  who  have  not  distinctly  expressed  this  view  either  resort 
to  every  linguistic  device  to  evade  the  difficulty,  or  betray  by  their 
hesitation  the  feebleness  of  their  belief.'  In  dealing  with  the 
question  of  miracles,  therefore,  it  is  not  to  Germany  we  must  turn, 
but  to  England,  where  their  reality  is  still  maintained. 

Archbishc^  Trench  rejects  with  disdain  the  attempts  of  Schleier- 
macher  and  others  to  get  rid  of  the  miraculous  elements  of 
miracles,  by  making  them  relative,  which  he  rightly  considers  to 
be  merely  "  a  decently  veiled  denial  of  the  miracle  altogether  ";' 
and  he  will  not  accept  any  reconciliation  which  sacrifices  the 
miracle,  "which,"  he  logically  affirms,  "is,  in  fact,  no  miracle,  if 
it  lay  in  nature  already,  if  it  was  only  the  evoking  of  forces  latent 
therein,  not  a  new  thing,  not  the  bringing  in  of  the  novel  powers 
of  a  higher  world;  if  the  mysterious  processes  and  powers  by 
which  those  works  were  brought  about  had  been  only  undiscovered 
hitherto,  and  not  undiscoverable,  by  the  efforts  of  human 
inquiry."3    When  Dr.  Trench  tries  to  define  what  he  considers 

'It  mfty  be  well  to  refer  more  particularly  to  the  views  of  Ewald.  one  of  tb« 
most  profound  scholars,  but,  at  the  same  time,  arbitrary  critics,  of  this  time. 
In  his  great  work,  GeschichU  cUs  Volkes  Israel ^  he  rejects  the  supernatural 
from  all  the  '*  miracles''  of  the  Old  Testament  (cf.  III.  Ausg.  1864,  Band  i.) 
p.  385  ft,  ii.,  p.  S8  f.,  loi  ff.,  353  ff.),  and  in  the  fifth  volume  Christus  it,s, 
Z^U^  he  do«s  not  belie  his  previous  opinions.  He  deliberately  repudiates  the 
miraculous  birth  of  Jesus  (v.  p.  236),  rejects  the  supernatural  from  the  birth  of 
John  the  Baptist,  and  denies  the  relationship  (Luke  i.  36)  between  him  and 
Jesus  (p.  230  ff.).  The  miraculous  events  at  the  Crucifixion  are  mere  poetical 
imagimUions  (p.  581).  The  Resurrection  is  the  creation  of  the  pious  longing 
and  excited  feeling  of  the  disciples  (Band  vi.  Gesch,  des  Apost.  Zeitcdters^ 
1858,  p.  71  f.),  and  the  Ascension,  its  natural  sequel  (vi.  p.  95  f.).  In  regard 
to  the  miracles  of  Jesus,  his  treatment  of  disease  was  principally  mental  and 
by  the  exercise  of  moral  influence  on  the  mind  of  the  sick ;  but  he  also 
emfdoyed  external  means,  inquired  into  the  symptoms  of  disease,  and  his 
action  was  subject  to  the  laws  of  Divine  order  (v.  pp.  291-299).  Ewald 
spiritualises  the  greater  miracles  until  the  physical  basis  is  almost  completely 
lost.  In  the  miracle  at  the  marriage  of  Cana,  **  water  itself,  under  the 
influence  of  his  spirit,  becomes  the  bSt  wine,"  as  it  still  does  wherever  his 
spirit  is  working  m  full  power  (v.  p.  329).  TTie  miraculous  feeding  of  5,000 
is  a  narrative  bi^ed  on  some  tradition  of  an  occasion  in  which  Jesus,  *'  with  the 
smallest  external  means,  but  infinitely  more  through  his  spirit  and  word  and 
prayer,  satisfied  all  who  came  to  him " — an  allegory,  in  fact,  of  the  higher 
satisfying  power  of  the  bread  of  life — which  in  course  of  time  grew  to  the 
consistency  of  a  physical  miracle  (v.  p.  442).  The  raising  of  the*  son  of  the 
widow  of  Nain  is  represented  as  a  case  of  suspended  animation  (v.  p.  424). 
In  his  latest  work,  Die  Lehre  dcr  Bibel  von  Gotty  Ewald  eliminates  all  the 
miraculous  elements  from  Revelation,  which  he  extends  to  all  historical 
religions  (with  the  exception  of  Mohammedanism),  as  well  as  to  the  religion  of 
the  Bible  (L,  p.  18,  §  8). 

'  Notes  OH  Miracles,  p.  74.  3  lb,,  p.  75. 
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the  real  character  of  miracles,  however,  he  becomes,  as  might  be 
expected,  voluminous  and  obscure.  He  says :  "  An  extra- 
ordinary Divine  casualty,  and  not  that  ordinary  which  we  acknow* 
ledge  everywhere,  and  in  everything,  belongs,  then,  to  the 
essence  of  the  miracle ;  powers  of  God  other  than  those  which 
have  always  been  working ;  such,  indeed,  as  most  seldom  or 
never  have  been  working  before.  The  unresting  activity  of  God, 
which  at  other  times  hides  and  conceals  itself  behind  the  veil  of 
what  we  term  natural  laws,  does  in  the  miracle  unveil  itself;  it 
steps  out  from  its  concealment,  and  the  hand  which  works  is 
laid  bare.  Beside  and  beyond  the  ordinary  operation  of  nature, 
higher  powers  (higher,  not  as  coming  from  a  higher  source,  but  as 
baring  upon  higher  ends)  intrude  and  make  themselves  felt  even 
at  the  very  springs  and  sources  of  her  power."'  "Not,  as  we 
shall  see  the  greatest  theologians  have  always  earnestly  contended, 
contra  naturam,  but  prater  naturam,  and  supra  naturam.*'" 
Further  on  he  adds :  "  Beyond  nature,  beyond  and  above  the 
nature  which  we  know,  they  are,  but  not  cofitrary  to  it."3 
Newman,  in  a  similar  strain,  though  with  greater  directness,  says  : 
**  The  miracles  of  Scripture  are  undeniably  beyond  nature  ";  ^uid 
he  explains  them  as  "  wrought  by  persons  consciously  exercising, 
under  Divine  guidance,  a  power  committed  to  them  for  definite 
ends,  professing  to  be  immediate  messengers  from  heaven,  and  to 
evidencing  their  mission  by  their  miracles."* 

Miracles  are  here  described  as  "  beside,"  and  "  beyond,"  and 
**  above  '*  nature ;  but  a  moment's  consideration  must  show  that, 
in  so  far  as  these  terms  have  any  meaning  at  all,  they  are  simply 
evasions,  not  solutions,  of  a  difficulty.  Dr.  Trench  is  quite 
sensible  of  the  danger  in  which  the  definition  of  miracles  places 
them,  and  how  fatal  to  his  argument  it  would  be  to  admit  that 
they  are  contrary  to  the  order  of  nature.  "The  miracle,"  he 
protests,  "is  not  thus  unnatural ;  nor  could  it  be  such,  since  the 
unnatural,  the  contrary  to  order,  is  of  itself  the  ungodly,  and  can 
in  no  way,  therefore,  be  affirmed  of  a  Divine  work,  such  as  that 
with  which  we  have  to  do."5  The  Archbishop,  in  this,  however,  is 
clearly  arguing  from  nature  to  miracles,  and  not  from  miracles  to 
nature.  He  does  not,  of  course,  know  what  miracles  really  are ; 
but,  as  he  recognises  that  the  order  of  nature  must  be  maintained, 
he  is  forced  to  assert  that  miracles  are  not  contrary  to  nature.  He 
repudiates  the  idea  of  their  being  natural  phenomena,  and  yet 
attempts  to  deny  that  they  are  unnatural.  They  must  either  be 
the  one.  or  the  other.     Indeed,  that  his   distinction  is  purely 

'  Notts  OH  Miraclts^  p.  12.  ^  /^.,  p.  12,  note  2.  3  Z^.,  p.  14. 

•♦  Two  Essays  on  Scripture  Miracles ^  etc.,  p.  116. 
5  Notes  on  Miracles ^  p.  15. 
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imagixiary,  and  inconsistent  with  the  ^eged  fact«  of  ScHptuml 
miracles,  is  apparent  from  Dr.  Trench's  own  illustr^tionSt  The 
whole  argument  is  a  ihere  quibble  of  words  to  evade  a  palpable 
dilemma.  Newman  does  not  fall  into  this  error,  and  more  boldly 
faces  the  difficulty,  He  admits  that  the  Scripture  miracjep 
"  innovate  upon  the  impressions  which  are  made  upon  us  by  the 
order  and  the  laws  of  the  natural  world  ";»  and  that  "  walking  on 
the  sea,  or  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  is  a  plain  reversal  of  its 
laws.''» 

Take,  for  instance,  the  multiplication  of  loaves  and  fishes. 
Five  thousand  people  are  fed  upon  five  barley  loaves  and  two 
small  fishes;  "and  they  took  up  of  the  fragments  which  remained 
twelve  baskets  full  "3  Dr.  Trench  is  forced  to  renounce  all  help 
in  explaining  this  miracle  from  natural  analogies,  and  he  admits  ; 
"We  must  simply  behold^in  the  multiplying  of  the  bread"  (and 
fishes  ?)  "  an  act  of  Divine  omnipotence  cm  His  part  who  wap  the 
Word  of  God— not,  indeed,  now  as  at  the  iirgt,  of  absolute 
creation  out  of  nothing,  since  there  was  a  substratum  to  work 
on  in  the  (original  loaves  and  fishes,  but  an  act  of  creative  accre* 
tion."^  It  wUl  scarcely  be  aigued  by  anyone  that  such  an  **act  of 
Divine  omnipotence  "  and  *♦  creative  accretion  "  as  this  multiplica- 
tion of  five  bMiked  loaves  and  two  small  fishes  is  not  contrary  to 
the  order  of  nature.*  For  Dr.  Trench  has  himself  pointed  out 
that  there  must  be  interposition  of  man's  art  here,  and  that  **  a 
grain  of  wheat  could  never  by  itself,  and  according  to  the  laws  of 
natural  development,  issue  in  a  loaf  of  bread.  "^ 

Undaunted  by,  or  rather  unconscious  of,  such  contradictions, 
the  Archbishop  proceeds  with  his  argument,  and  with  new  defini- 
tions of  the  miraculous.  So  for  from  being  disorder  of  nature,  he 
continues,  with  audacious  precision :  "  The  true  miracle  is  a 
higher  and  a  purer  nature,  coming  down  out  of  the  world  of 
untroubled  harmonies  into  this  world  of  ours,  which  so  many 
discords  have  jarred  and  disturbed,  and  bringing  this  back  again, 
though  it  be  but  for  one  mysterious  prophetic  moment,  into 
harmony  with  that  higher. "7  In  that  "  higher  and  purer  nature  " 
can  a  grain  of  wheat  issue  in  a  loaf  of  bread  ?  We  have  only  to 
apply  this  theory  to  the  miraculous  multiplication  of  loaves  and 

'  Two  Essays  on  Scripture  Miracles,  etc.,  p.  154.  ^  lb,,  p.  158. 

3  Matt.  xiv.  20.  ♦  Notes  on  Miracles,  p.  ^74  f. 

5  Newman,  referring  to  this  amongst  other  miracles  as  '*a  &r  greater 
innovation  upon  the  economy  of  nature  than  the  miracles  of  the  Church 
apon  the  economy  of  Scripture,"  says:  '^ There  is  nothing,  for  instance, 
in  natore  at  all  to  parallel  and  mitigate  the  wonderful  history  of  the 
Buoitiplication  of  an  artificially  prepared  substance  such  as  bread"  {Two 
Mssavs,  p.  157  f.). 

^  Notes  on  Miracles,  p.  274.  ?  lb,,  p.  15. 
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fishes  to  perceive  how  completely  it  is  the  creation  of  Dr.  Trench's 
poetical  fancy. 

These  passages  fairly  illustrate  the  purely  imaginary  and  arbitrary 
nature  of  the  definitions  which  those  who  maintain  the  reality  and 
supernatural  character  of  miracles  give  of  them.  The  favourite 
hypothesis  is  that  which  ascribes  miracles  to  the  action  of  unknown 
law.  Archbishop  Trench  naturally  adopts  it.  "  We  should  see.  in 
the  miracle,"  he  says,  **not  the  infraction  of  a  law,  but  the 
neutralising  of  a  lower  law,  the  suspension  of  it  for  a  time  by  a 
higher  ";  and  he  asks  with  indignation  whence  we  dare  conclude 
that,  because  we  know  of  no  powers  sufficient  to  produce  miracles, 
none  exist.  "  They  exceed  the  laws  of  our  nature  ;  but  it  does 
not  therefore  follow  that  they  exceed  the  laws  of  ail  nature.'*'  It 
is  not  easy  to  follow  the  distinction  here  between  "  our  nature  " 
and  "  all  nature,"  since  the  order  of  nature,  by  which  miracles  are 
judged,  is,  so  far  as  knowledge  goes,  universal,  and  we  have  no 
grounds  for  assuming  that  there  is  any  other. 

The  same  hypothesis  is  elaborated  by  Dr.  Mozley.  Assuming 
the  facts  of  miracles,  he  proceeds  to  discuss  the  question  of  their 
♦<  referribleness  to  unknown  law,"  in  which  expression  he  includes 
both  "  unknown  law^  or  unknown  connection  with  known  law."* 

Taking  first  the  supposition  of  unknown  connection  with  known 
law,  he  argues  that,  as  a  law  of  nature,  in  the  scientific  sense, 
cannot  possibly  produce  single  or  isolated  facts,  it  follows  that  no 
isolated  or  exceptional  event  can  come  under  a  law  of  nature  by 
direct  observation  ;  but,  if  it  comes  under  it  at  all,  it  can  only  do 
so  by  some  explanation^  which  takes  it  out  of  its  isolation  and  joins 
it  to  a  class  of  facts,  whose  recurrence  indeed  constitutes  the  law. 
Now  Dr.  Mozley  admits  that  no  explanation  can  be  given  by  which 
miracles   can  have  an  unknown  connection  with    known  law. 


'  Notes  on  Miracles^  p.  i6.  Dr.  Liddon  writes  on  the  evidential  par]x>se  of 
miracles  and  their  nature,  as  foUows :  '*  But  how  is  man  enabled  to  identify  the 
Author  of  this  law  within  him  '*  (which  the  highest  instincts  of  the  human  con- 
science derive  from  the  Christian  Revelation  and  the  life  of  Christ),  "perfectly 
reflected  as  it  is  in  the  Christ,  with  the  Author  of  the  law  of  the  Universe 
without  him?  The  answer  is,  by  miracle.  Miracle  is  an  innovation  upon 
physical  law — or  at  least  a  suspension  of  some  lower  physical  law  by  the  inter- 
vention of  a  higher  one — in  the  interests  of  moral  law.  The  historical  feet  that 
Jesus  Christ  rose  from  the  dead  identifies  the  Lord  of  physical  life  and  death  with 
the  Legislator  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  Miracle  is  the  certificate  of 
identity  between  the  Ix)rd  of  Nature  and  the  Lord  of  Conscience — the  proof 
that  He  is  really  a  moral  being  who  subordinates  physical  to  moral  interests. 
Miracle  is  the  meeting-point  between  intellect  and  the  moral  sense,  because  it 
announces  the  answer  to  the  efforts  and  yearnings  alike  of  the  moral  sense  and 
the  intellect ;  because  it  announces  revelation  {Some  Elements  of  Religion, 
Lent  Lectures,  1870  ;  H.  P.  Liddon,  D.D.,  Canon  of  St,  Paul's,  1872,  p.  74  f.). 

*  Bampton  Lectures^  1865,  P*  '45' 
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Taking  the  largest  class  of  miracles,  bodily  cures,  the  corre- 
spondence  between  a  simple  command  or  prophetic  notification 
and  the  cure  is  the  chief  characteristic  of  miracles,  and  dis^ 
tinguishes  them  from  mere  marvels.  No  violation  of  any  law  of 
nature  takes  place  in  either  the  cure  or  the  prophetic  announce- 
ment taken  separately,  but  the  two  taken  together  are  the  proof  of 
superhuman  agency.  He  concludes  that  no  physical  hypothesis 
can  be  framed  accounting  for  the  superhuman  knowledge  and 
power  involved  in  this  class  of  miracles,  supposing  the  miracles  to 
stand  as  they  are  recorded  in  Scripture.' 

The  inquiry  is  then  shifted  to  the  other  and  different  question  : 
whether  miracles  may  not  be  instances  of  laws  which  are  as  yet 
wholly  unknown.^  This  is  generally  called  a  question  of  "  higher 
law  " — that  is  to  say,  a  law  which  comprehends  under  itself  two  or 
more  lower  or  less  wide  laws.  And  the  principle  would  be 
applicable  to  miracles  by  supposing  the  existence  of  an  unknown 
law,  hereafter  to  be  discovered,  under  which  miracles  would  come, 
and  then  considering  whether  this  new  law  of  miracles  and  the 
old  law  of  common  facts  might  not  both  be  reducible  to  a  still 
more  general  law,  which  comprehended  them  both ;  but  Dr.  Mozley, 
of  course,  recognises  that  the  discovery  of  such  a  law  of  miracles 
would  necessarily  involve  the  discovery  of  fresh  miracles,  for  to 
talk  of  a  law  of  miracles  without  miracles  would  be  an  absurdity. 3 
The  supposition  of  the  discovery  of  such  a  law  of  miracles,  how- 
ever, would  be  tantamount  to  the  supposition  of  a  future  new 
order  of  nature,  from  which  it  immediately  follows  that  the  whole 
supposition  is  irrelevant  and  futile  as  regards  the  present  question. ♦ 
For  no  new  order  of  things  could  make  the  present  order  different, 
and  a  miracle,  could  we  suppose  it  becoming  the  ordinary  fact  oif 
another  different  order  of  nature,  would  not  be  less  a  violation  of 
the  laws  of  nature  in  the  present  one.s  This  explanation  is  also 
rejected. 

We  pause  here  to  remark  that  throughout  the  whole  inquiry 
into  the  question  of  miracles  we  meet  with  nothing  from 
theologians  but  mere  assumptions.  The  facts  of  the  narrative  of 
the  miracle  are  first  assumed,  and  so  are  the  theories  by  which  it 
is  explained.  Now,  with  regard  to  every  theory  which  seeks  to 
explain  miracles  by  assumption,  we  may  quote  words  applied  by 
one  of  the  ablest  defenders  of  miracles  to  some  conclusion  of 
straw,  which  he  placed  in  the  mouth  of  an  imaginary  antagonist  in 
order  that  he  might  refute  it.  "But  the  question  is,"  said 
Dr.  Mansel,  "  not  whether  such  a  conclusion  has  been  asserted,  as 
many  other  absurdities  have  been  asserted,  by  the  advocates  of  a 

'  Bampion  Lectures,  1865,  pp.  145- '53-  "  ^^-y  PP-  153-159- 

3  lb.,  p.  154  f.  *  lb.,  p.  156.  5  !b.,  p.  157. 
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theory,  but  whether  it  has  been  established  on  such  scientific 
grounds  as  to  be  entitled  to  the  assent  of  all  duly-cultivated  minds, 
whatever  their  own  consciences  may  say  to  the  contrary."* 

Immediately  after  his  indignant  demand  for  scientific  accuracy 
of  demonstration.  Dr.  Mansel  proceeds  to  argue  as  follows :  In  the 
will  of  man  we  have  the  solitary  instance  of  an  efficient  cause,  in 
the  highest  sense  of  the  term,  acting  among  the  physical  causes 
of  the  material  world,  and  producing  results  which  could  not 
have  been  brought  about  by  any  mere  sequence  of  physical 
causes.  If  a  man  of  his  own  will  throw  a  stone  into  the  air,  its 
motion,  as  soon  as  it  has  left  his  hand,  is  determined  by  a 
combination  of  purely  material  laws ;  but  by  what  law  came  it 
to  be  thrown  at  all  ?  The  law  of  gravitation,  no  doubt,  remains 
constant  and  unbroken,  whether  the  stone  is  lying  on  the  ground 
or  moving  through  the  air ;  but  all  the  laws  of  matter  could  not 
have  brought  about  the  particular  result,  without  the  interposition 
of  the  free  will  of  the  man  who  throws  the  stone.  Substitute  the 
will  of  God  for  the  will  of  man,  and  the  argument  becomes 
applicable  to  the  whole  extent  of  creation  and  to  all  the  phenomena 
which  it  embraces.^ 

It  is  evident  that  this  argument  merely  tends  to  prove  that  every 
effect  must  have  a  cause — a  proposition  too  obvious  to  require  any 
argument  at  all.  If  a  man  had  not  throA\Ti  the  stone,  the  stono 
would  have  remained  lying  on  the  ground.  No  one  doubts  this. 
We  have  here,  however,  this  "solitary  instance  of  an  efficient 
cause  acting  among  the  physical  causes  of  the  material  world," 
producing  results  which  are  wholly  determined  by  natural  laws, 3 
and  incapable  of  producing  any  opposed  to  them.  If,  therefore, 
we  substitute,  as  Dr.  Mansel  desires,  "  the  will  of  God  "  for  "  the 
will  of  man,"  we  arrive  at  no  results  which  are  not  in  harmony 
with  the  order  of  nature.  We  have  no  ground  whatever  for 
assumiig  any  efficient  cause  acting  in  any  other  way  than  in 
accordance  with  the  laws  of  nature.  It  is,  however,  one  of  the 
gross  fallacies  of  this  argument,  as  applied  to  miracles,  to  pass 
from  the  efficient  cause  producing  results  which  are  strictly  in 
accordance  with  natural  laws,  and  determined  by  them,  to  an 
assumed  efficient  cause  producing  effects  which  are  opposed  to 
natural  law.  The  restoration  to  life  of  a  decomposed  human 
body,  and  the  miraculous  multiplication  of  loaves  and  fishes,  are 


'  Mansel,  Aids  to  Faith,  p.  19.  '  lb.,  p.  20. 

3  Throughout  this  argument  we  use  the  term  **law"  in  its  popular  sense  as 
representing  the  series  of  phenomena  to  which  reference  is  made.  We  do  not 
thmk  it  necessary  to  discuss  the  assumption  that  the  will  of  man  is  an  *' efficient 
cause";  it  is  sufficient  to  show  that  even  admitting  the  premiss,  for  the  sake  of 
aigument,  the  supposed  consequences  do  not  follow. 
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opposed  to  natural  laws,  and  no  assumed  efficieht  cause  conceiv- 
able, to  which  they  may  be  referred,  can  harmonise  them. 

Dr.  Mozley  continues  his  argument  in  a  similar  way.  He 
inquires  :  "  Is  the  suspension  of  physical  and  material  laws  by  a 
spiritual  being  inconceivable?  We  reply  that,  however  incon- 
ceivable this  kind  of  suspension  of  physical  law  is,  it  is  a  £act. 
Physical  laws  are  suspended  any  time  afi  animate  being  moves 
any  part  of  its  body;  the  laws  of  matter  are  suspended  by  the 
laws  of  life/''  He  goes  on  to  maintain  that,  although  it  is  true 
that  his  spirit  is  united  with  the  matter  in  which  it  moves  in  a 
way  in  which  the  Great  Spirit  who  acts  on  matter  in  the  miracle 
is  not,  yet  the  action  of  God's  Spirit  in  the  miracle  of  walking  on 
the  water  is  no  more  inconceivable  than  the  action  of  his  own 
spirit  in  holding  up  bis  own  hand.  **  Antecedently,  one  step  on 
the  ground  and  an  ascent  to  heaven  are  alike  incrediblQ,  But 
this  appearance  of  incredibility  is  answered  in  one  case  literally 
ambulando.  How  can  I  place  any  reliance  upon  it  in  the  other  ?"' 
From  this  illustration,  with  a  haste  very  unlike  his  previous  carefijl 
procedure,  he  jumps  to  the  following  conclusions :  "  The  consti- 
tution of  nature,  then,  disproves  the  incredibility  of  the  Divine 
suspension  of  physical  law;  but,  more  than  this,  it  creates  a 
presumption  for  it,"3  The  laws  of  life  of  which  we  have  experience, 
he  argues,  are  themselves  in  an  ascending  scale,  First  come  the 
laws  which  regulate  uiK>rganised  matter ;  next  the  laws  of  v^eta* 
tion ;  then  the  laws  of  aniinal  life,  with  its  voluntary  motion ;  and, 
above  these,  again,  the  laws  of  moral  being,  A  supposed  intelligent 
being  whose  experience  was  limited  to  one  or  more  classes  in  this 
ascending  scale  of  laws  would  be  totally  incapable  of  conceiving 
the  action  of  the  higher  classes.  The  progressive  succession  of 
laws  is  perfectly  conceivable  backward,  but  an  absolute  mystery 
forward.  "  Analogy,"  therefore,  he  contends,  when  in  this  ascend- 
ing series  we  arrive  at  man,  leads  us  to  expect  that  there  is  a 
higher  sphere  of  law  as  much  above  him  as  he  is  above  the  lower 
natures  in  the  scale,  and  "supplies  a  presumption  in  favour  of 
such  a  belief,"*  And  so  we  arrive  at  the  question  whether  there 
is  or  is  not  a  God,  a  Personal  Head  in  Nature,  whose  free  will 
penetrates  the  universal  fram6  invisibly  to  us,  and  is  an  omnipresent 
agent  If  there  be.  Dr.  Mozley  concludes,  then  every  miracle 
in  Scripture  is  as  natural  an  event  in  the  imiverse  as  any  chemical 
experiment  in  the  physical  worid.s 

This  is  precisely  the  argument  of  Dr.  Mansel  regarding  the 
"  Eflficient  Cause,"  somewhat  elaborated  ;  but,  however  ingeniously 
devised,  it  is  equally  based  upon  assumption  and  defective  in 

*  Bampton  Lectures ^  1865,  p.  164.  '  /<5.,  p.  164. 

3  lb,,  p.  164.  ^  Ih,,^  165.  5  /^.,  p.  165. 
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analogy.  The  "  classes  of  law "  to  which  the  Bampton  lecturer 
refers  are  really  in  no  ascending  scale.  Unorganised  matter, 
vegetation,  and  animal  life  may  each  have  special  conditions 
modifying  phenomena,  but  they  are  all  equally  subject  to  natural 
laws.  Man  is  as  much  under  the  influence  of  gravitation  as  a 
stone  is.  The  special  operation  of  physical  laws  is  not  a  modifi- 
cation of  law,  but  law  acting  under  different  conditions.  The 
law  of  gravitation  suffers  no  alteration,  whether  it  cause  the  £ei11  of 
an  apple  or  shape  the  orbit  of  a  planet.  The  reproduction  of  the 
plant  and  of  the  animal  is  regulated  by  the  same  fundamental 
principle,  acting  through  different  organisms.  The  mere  superiority 
of  man  over  lower  forms  of  organic  and  inorganic  matter  does  not 
lift  him  above  physical  laws,  and  the  analogy  of  every  grade  in 
nature  forbids  the  presumption  that  higher  forms  may  exist  which 
are  exempt  from  their  control. 

If  in  animated  beings,  as  is  affirmed,  we  have  the  solitary 
instance  of  an  "  efficient  cause  "  acting  among  the  forces  of  nature, 
and  possessing  the  power  of  initiation,  this  "efficient  cause" 
produces  no  disturbance  of  physical  law.  Its  action  is  a  recog- 
nised part  of  the  infinite  variety  of  form  within  the  order  of  nature ; 
and  although  the  character  of  the  force  exercised  by  it  may  not  be 
clearly  understood,  its  effects  are  regulated  by  the  same  laws  as 
govern  all  other  forces  in  nature.  If  "  the  laws  of  matter  are 
suspended  by  the  laws  of  life"  each  time  an  animated  being 
moves  any  part  of  its  body,  one  physical  law  is  counteracted  in 
precisely  the  same  manner,  and  to  an  equivalent  degree,  each 
time  another  physical  law  is  called  into  action.  The  law  of  gravi- 
tation, for  instance,  is  equally  neutralised  by  the  law  of  magnetism 
each  time  a  magnet  suspends  a  weight  in  the  air.  In  each  case 
a  law  is  successfully  resisted  precisely  to  the  extent  of  the  force 
employed.  The  arm  that  is  raised  by  the  animated  being  falls 
again,  in  obedience  to  law,  as  soon  as  the  force  which  raised  it  is 
exhausted,  quite  as  certainly  as  the  weight  descends  when  the  mag- 
netic current  fails.  This,  however,  is  not  the  suspension  of  law 
in  the  sense  of  a  miracle,  but,  on  the  contrary,  is  simply  the 
natural  operation  upon  each  other  of  co-existent  laws.  It  is  a 
recognised  part  of  the  order  of  nature,'  and  instead  of  rendering 

^  Dr.  Moasley  says,  in  the  pre&ce  to  the  second  edition  of  his  Bampton 
Lectures :  "  It  is  quite  true  that  we  see  laws  of  nature  any  day  and  any  hour 
neutralised  and  counteracted  in  particular  cases  and  do  not  look  upon  such 
counteractions  as  other  than  the  most  natural  events ;  but  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that,  when  this  is  the  case,  the  counteracting  agency  is  as  ordinary  and 
constant  an  antecedent  in  nature  as  the  agency  which  it  counteracts.  The 
agency  of  the  muscles  and  the  agency  of  the  magnet  are  as  ordinary  as  the 

agency  of  gravitation  which  they  ^h  neutralise The  elevation  of  a  bod)^  in 

the  air  by  the  force  of  an  arm  is  a  counteraction  indeed  of  the  law  of  gravita- 
tion, but  it  is  a  counteraction  of  it  by  another  law  as  natural  as  that  of  gravity. 
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credible  any  supernatural  suspoision  of  laws,  the  analogy  of 
animated  beings  distinctly  excludes  it.  The  introduction  of  life  in 
no  way  changes  the  relation  between  cause  and  effect,  which  con- 
stitutes the  order  of  nature.  Life  favours  no  presumption  for  the 
suspension  of  law,  but,  on  the  contrary,  whilst  acting  in  nature, 
universally  exhibits  the  prevalence  and  invariability  of  law. 

The* supposed  "Efficient  Cause"  is  wholly  circumscribed  by 
law.  It  is  brought  into  existence  by  the  operation  of  physical 
laws,  and  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave  it  is  subject  to  those  laws. 
The  whole  process  of  life  is  dependent  on  obedience  to  natural 
laws,  and  so  powerless  is  this  efficient  cause  to  resist  their  jurisdic- 
tion that,  in  spite  of  its  highest  efforts,  it  pines  or  ceases  to  exist 
in  consequence  of  the  mere  natural  operation  of  law  upon  the 
matter  with  which  it  is  united,  and  without  which  it  is  impot^it. 
It  carmot  receive  an  impression  from  without  that  is  not  conveyed 
in  accordance  with  law,  and  perceived  by  an  exquisitely  ordered 
organism,  in  every  part  of  which  law  reigns  supreme ;  nor  can  it 
communicate  from  within  except  through  channels  equally  ordered 
by  law.  The  "  laws  of  life  "  act  amongst  the  laws  of  matter,  but 
are  not  independent  of  them,  and  the  action  of  both  classes  of  law 
is  r^ulated  by  precisely  the  same  principles. 

Dr.  Mozle/s  affirmation,  that  antecedentfy  one  step  on  the 
ground  and  an  ascent  to  heaven  are  alike  incredible,  does  not  help 
him.  In  that  sense  it  follows  that  there  is  nothing  that  is  not 
antecedently  incredible,  nothing  credible  until  it  has  happened. 
This  argument,  however,  while  it  limits  us  to  actual  experience, 
prohibits  presumptions  with  regard  to  that  which  is  beyond  expe- 
rience. To  argue  that,  because  a  step  on  the  ground  and  an 
ascent  to  heaven  are  antecedently  alike  incredible,  yet,  as  we 
subsequently  make  that  step,  therefore  the  ascent  to  heaven,  which 

The  feet,  therefore,  is  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  nature.  Bat  if  the  same 
body  is  raised  in  the  air  without  any  application  of  a  known  force,  it  is  not  a 
feet  in  conformity  with  natural  law.  In  all  these  cases  the  question  is  not 
whether  a  law  of  nature  has  been  counteracted,  for  that  does  not  constitute  a 
fact  contradictory  to  the  laws  of  nature  ;  but  whether  it  has  been  counteracted 
by  another  natural  law.  If  it  has  been,  the  conditions  of  science  are  fulfilled. 
But  if  a  law  of  nature  has  been  counteracted  by  a  law  out  of  nature,  it  is  of  no 
porpoae,  with  a  view  to  naturalise  sdentificaliy  that  counteraction  of  a  law  of 
nature,  to  sa^  that  the  law  of  nature  has  been  going  an  all  the  time,  and  only 
been  neutralised,  not  suspended  or  violated.  These  are  mere  refinements  of 
language,  which  do  not  affect  the  fact  itself,  that  a  new  conjunction  of  ante- 
cedent and  consequent,  wholly  unlike  the  conjunctions  in  nature,  has  taken 
place.  The  laws  of  nature  have  in  that  instance  not  worked,  and  an  effect 
contrary  to  what  would  have  issued  from  those  laws  has  been  produced.  This 
is  ordinarily  called  a  violation  or  suspension  of  the  laws  of  nature ;  and  it  seems 
an  unnecessary  refinement  not  to  call  it  such.  But  whatever  name  we  give  to 
it,  the  feet  is  the  same  ;  and  the  fact  is  not  according  to  the  laws  of  nature  in 
the  scientific  sense"  (p.  idi.  f.). 
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we  cannot  make,  from  incredible  becomes  credible,  is  a  contradic- 
tion in  terms.  If  the  ascent  be  antecedently  incredible,  it  cannot 
at  the  same  time  be  antecedently  credible.  That  which  is 
incredible  carmot  become  credible  because  something  else  quite 
different  becomes  credible.  Experience  comes  with  its  sober 
wisdom  to  check  such  reascming.  We  believe  in  our  power  to 
walk  because  we  habitually  exercise  it;  we  disbelieve  in  bodily 
ascensions  because  all  experience  excludes  them,  and  if  we  lea^p 
into  the  air  on  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  belief  in  an  ascent  to 
heaven  is  shattered  to  pieces  at  the  bottom,  to  which  the  law  of 
gravitation  infallibly  drags  us. 

There  is  absolutely  nothing  in  the  constitution  of  nature,  we 
may  say,  reversing  Dr.  Mozley's  assertion,  which  does  not  prove 
the  incredibility  of  a  Divine  suspension  of  physical  laws,  and  does 
not  create  a  presumption  against  it.  A  distinction  between  the 
laws  of  nature  and  the  ♦Maws  of  the  universe,"'  by  which  he 
endeavours  to  make  a  miracle  credible,  is  one  which  is  purely 
imaginary.  We  know  of  no  laws  of  the  universe  differing  from  the 
Jaws  of  nature.  So  far  as  human  observation  can  range,  these  laws 
alone  prevail.  The  occasional  intervention  of  an  unknown 
♦♦  efficient  cause,"  producing  the  effects  called  "  miracles  " — effects 
which  are  not  referrible  to  any  kno>^Ti  law — is  totally  opposed  to 
experience,  and  such  a  hypothesis  to  explain  alleged  occurrences 
of  a  miraculous  character  cannot  find  a  legitimate  place  within 
the  order  of  nature. 

The  proposition  with  which  Dr.  Mozley  commences  these 
Bampton  Lectures,  and  for  which  he  contends  to  their  close,  is 
this;  "That  miracles,  or  visible  suspensions  of  the  order  of 
nature  for  a  providential  purpose,  are  not  in  contradiction  to 
reason.""  He  shows  that  the  purpose  of  miracles  is  to  attest  a 
supernatural  revelation,  which,  without  them,  we  could  not 
be  justified  in  believing.  "Christianity,"  he  distinctly  states, 
"  cannot  be  maintained  as  a  revelation  undiscoverable  by  human 
reason — a  revelation  of  a  supernatural  scheme  for  man's  salvation 
without  the  evidence  of  miracles. "3  Out  of  this  very  admission 
he  attempts  to  construct  an  argument  in  support  of  miracles. 
"  Hence  it  follows,"  he  continues,  "  that,  upon  the  supposition  of 
the  Divine  design  of  a  revelation,  a  miracle  is  not  an  anomaly  or 
irregularity,  but  part  of  the  system  of  the  universe;  because, 
though  an  irregularity  and  an  anomaly  in  relation  to  either  part, 
it  has  a  complete  adaptation  to  the  whole.  There  being  two 
worlds,  a  visible  and  invisible,  and  a  communication  between  the 

'^Barn^on  Lectures,  1865,  p.  163. 

«  /d.,  p.  6.  .3  /&.,  p.  as- 
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two  being  wanted,  a  miracle  is  the  instrument  of  that  communi- 
cation."* 

This  argument  is  based  upon  mere  assumption.  The  sup- 
position of  the  Divine  design  of  a  revelation,  by  which  a  'miracle 
is  said  to  become  "  part  of  the  system  of  the  universe "  and, 
therefore,  neither  an  "anomaly"  nor  "irregularity,"  is  the  result 
of  a  forgone  conclusion  in  its  favour,  and  is  not  suggested  by 
antecedent  probability.  It  is,  in  fact,  derived  solely  from  the 
contents  of  the  revelation  itself.  Divines  assume  that  a  com- 
munication of  this  nature  is  in  accordance  with  reason,  and  was 
necessary  for  the  salvation  of  the  human  race,  simply  because 
they  believe  that  it  took  place.  No  attempt  is  seriously  made, 
independently,  to  prove  the  reality  of  the  supposed  "  Divine 
design  of  a  revelation."  A  revelation  having,  it  is  supposed,  been 
made,  that  revelaticni  is  consequently  supposed  to  have  been  con- 
templated, and  to  have  necessitated  and  justified  suspensions  of 
the  order  of  nature  to  effect  it.  The  proposition  for  which  the 
evidence  of  miracles  is  demanded  is  viciously  employed  as 
evidence  for  miracles. 

The  circumstances  upon  which  the  assumption  of  the  necessity 
and  reasonableness  of  a  revelation  is  based,  however,  are  in- 
credible, and  contrary  to  reason.  We  are  asked  to  believe  that 
God  made  man  in  his  own  image,  pvure  and  sinless,  and  intended 
him  to  continue  so,  but  that  scarcely  had  this,  his  noblest  work, 
left  the  hands  of  the  Creator  than  man  was  tempted  into  sin  by 
Satan,  an  all-powerful  and  persistent  enemy  of  God,  whose 
existence  and  antagonism  to  a  Being  in  whose  eyes  sin  is  abomina- 
tion are  not  accounted  for,  and  are  incredible.*  Adam's  fall 
brought  a  curse  upon  the  earth,  and  incurred  the  penalty 
of  death  for  himself  and  for  the  whole  of  his  posterity.  The 
human  race,  although  created  perfect  and  without  sin,  thus 
disappointed  the  expectaticms  of  the  Creator,  and  became  daily 
more  wicked,  the  Evil  Spirit  having  succeeded  in  fhistrating 
the  designs  of  the  Almighty,  so  that  God  repented  that  he  had 
made  man,  and  at  length  destroyed  by  a  deluge  &11  the  inhabitants 
of  the  earth,  with  the  exception  of  eight  persons  who  feared  him. 
This  sweeping  purification,  however,  was  as  futile  as  the  original 
design,  aiKi  the  race  of  men  soon  became  more  wicked  than  ever. 
The  final  and  only  adequate  remedy  devised  by  God  for  the  salvation 
of  his  creatures,  become  so  desperately  and  hopelessly  evil,  was 
the  incarnation  of  himself  in  the  person  of  "  the  Son,"  the  second 


'  Bampton  Lectures^  p.  23. 

'  The  nistoiy  of  the  gradual  development  of  the  idea  of  the  existence  and 
personality  of  the  Devil  is  fall  of  instruction,  and  throws  no  small  light 
upon  the,qme8tion  of  revelation. 
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person  in  a  mysterious  Trinity,  of  which  the  Godhead  is  said  to 
be  composed  (who  was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  bom  of 
the  Virgin  Mary),  and  his  death  upon  the  cross  as  a  vicarious 
expiation  of  the  sins  of  the  world,  without  which  supposed  satis- 
faction of  the  justice  of  God  his  mercy  could  not  possibly  have 
been  extended  to  the  frail  and  sinful  work  of  his  own  hands. 
The  crucifixion  of  the  incarnate  God  was  the  crowning  guilt  of  a 
nation  whom  God  himself  had  selected  as  his  own  peculiar  people, 
and  whom  he  had  condescended  to  guide  by  constant  direct  revela- 
tions of  his  will,  but  who,  from  the  first,  had  displayed  the  most 
persistent  and  remarkable  proclivity  to  sin  against  him,  and,  in 
spite  of  the  wonderfiil  miracles  wrought  on  their  behalf,  to  fcHsake 
his  service  for  the  worship  of  other  gods.  We  are  asked  to  believe, 
therefore,  in  the  frustration  of  the  Divine  design  of  creation,  and 
in  the  fall  of  man  into  a  state  of  wickedness  hateful  to  God, 
requiring  and  justifying  the  Divine  design  of  a  revelation,  and 
such  a  revelation  as  this,  as  a  preliminary  to  the  fusther  proposi- 
tion that,  on  the  supposition  of  such  a  design,  miracles  would  not 
be  contrary  to  reason. 

The  whole  theory  of  this  abortive  design  of  creation,  with  such 
impotent  efforts  to  amend  it,  is  emphatically  contradicted  by  all 
that  experience  has  taught  us  of  the  order  of  nature.  It  is 
difficult  to  say  whether  the  details  of  the  scheme  or  the  circum- 
stances which  are  supposed  to  have  led  to  its  adoption  are  more 
shocking  to  reason  or  to  moral  sense.  The  imperfection  ascribed 
to  the  Divine  work  is  scarcely  more  derogatory  to  the  power  and 
wisdom  of  a  Creator  than  the  supposed  satisfaction  of  his  justice 
in  the  death  of  himself  incarnate,  the  innocent  for  the  gmlty,  is 
degrading  to  the  idea  of  his  moral  perfection.  The  supposed 
necessity  for  repeated  interference  to  correct  the  imperfection  of 
the  original  creation,  the  nature  of  the  means  employed,  and  the 
triumphant  opposition  of  Satan  are  anthropomorphic  conceptions 
totally  incompatible  with  the  idea  of  an  infinitely  wise  and 
Almighty  Being.  The  constitution  of  nature,  so  far  from  favouring 
any  hypothesis  of  original  perfection  and  subsequent  deterioration, 
bears  everywhere  the  record  of  systematic  upward  progression. 
Not  only  is  the  assumption  that  any  revelation  of  the  nature  of 
ecclesiastical  Christianity  was  necessary  excluded  upon  philo- 
sophical grounds,  but  it  is  contradicted  by  the  whole  operation 
of  natural  laws,  which  contain  in  themselves  inexorable  penalties 
against  retrogression,  or  even  improgressiveness,  and  furnish  the 
only  requisite  stimulus  to  improvement.  The  survival  only  of 
the  fittest  is  the  stem  decree  of  nature.  The  invariable  action 
of  law  of  itself  eliminates  the  unfit.  Progress  is  necessary  to 
existence ;  extinction  is  the  doom  of  retrogression.  The  highest 
effect  contemplated  by  the  supposed  revelation  is  to  bring  man 
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into  perfect  harmony  with  law ;  but  this  is  ensured  by  law  itself 
actii^  upon  intelligence.  Civilisation  is  nothing  but  the  know- 
ledge and  observance  of  natural  laws.  The  savage  must  learn 
these  laws  or  be  extinguished ;  the  cultivated  must  observe  them 
or  die.  The  balance  of  moral  and  physical  development  cannot 
be  deranged  with  impunity.  In  the  spiritual  as  well  as  the 
physical  sense,  only  the  fittest  eventusJly  can  survive  in  the 
struggle  for  existence.  There  is,  in  fact,  an  absolute  upward 
impulse  to  the  whole  human  race  supplied  by  the  invariable 
operation  of  the  laws  of  nature,  acting  upon  the  common  instinct 
of  self-preservation.  As,  on  the  one  hand,  the  highest  human 
conception  of  infinite  wisdom  and  power  is  derived  from  the 
universality  and  invariability  of  law;  so  that  universality  and 
invariability,  on  the  other  hand,  exclude  the  idea  of  interruption 
or  occasional  suspension  of  law  for  any  purpose  whatever,  and 
more  especially  for  the  correction  of  supposed  original  errors  of 
design  which  cannot  have  existed,  or  for  the  attainment  of  objects 
already  provided  for  in  the  order  of  nature. 

Upon  the  first  groundless  assumption  of  a  Divine  design  of 
such  a  revelation  follows  the  hypothetical  inference  that,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  the  communication  from  the  unseen  world,  a 
miracle  or  visible  suspension  of  the  order  of  nature  is  no  irregu- 
larity, but  part  of  the  system  of  the  universe.  This,  however,  is 
a  mere  assertion,  and  no  argument.  An  avowed  assumption 
which  is  contrary  to  reason  is  followed  by  another  which  is 
contrary  to  experience.  It  is  not  permissible  to  speak  of  a  visible 
suspension  of  the  order  of  nature  being  part  of  the  system  of  the 
universe.  Such  a  statement  has  no  meaning  whatever  within  the 
range  of  human  conception.  Moreover,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  miracles — or  "  visible  suspensions  of  the  order  of  nature  " — 
are  ascribed  indifferently  to  Divine  and  to  Satanic  agency.  If 
miracles  are  not  an  anomaly  or  irregularity  on  the  supposition  of 
the  Divine  design  of  a  revelation,  upon  what  supposition  do 
Satanic  miracles  cease  to  be  irregularities  ?  Is  the  order  of  nature, 
which  it  is  asserted  is  under  the  personal  control  of  God,  at  the 
same  time  at  the  mercy  of  the  Devil  ? 

Archbishop  Trench  has,  as  usual,  a  singular  way  of  overcoming 
the  difficulty.  He  says :  "  So  long  as  we  abide  in  the  region  of 
nature,  miraculous  and  improbable,  miraculous  and  incredible,  may 
be  admitted  as  convertible  terms.  But  once  lift  up  the  whole  dis- 
cussion into  a  higher  region,  once  acknowledge  something  higher 
than  nature,  a  kingdom  of  God,  and  men  the  intended  denizens  of 
it,  and  the  whole  argument  loses  its  strength  and  the  force  of  its 

conclusions He  who  already  counts  it  likely  that  God  will 

interfere  for  the  higher  welfare  of  men,  who  believes  that  there  is 
a  nobler  world-order  than  that  in  which  we  live  and  move,  and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


32  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 

that  it  would  be  the  blessing  of  blessings  for  that  nobler  to  intrude 
into  and  to  make  itself  felt  in  the  region  of  this  lower,  who  has 
found  that  here  in  this  world  we  are  bound  by  heavy  laws  of 
nature,  of  sin,  of  death,  which  no  powers  that  we  now  possess  can 
break,  yet  which  must  be  broken  if  we  are  truly  to  live — he  will 
not  find  it  hard  to  believe  the  great  miracle,  the  coming  of  the 

Son  of  God  in  the  flesh,  &c And  as  he  believes  that  greatest 

miracle,  so  will  he  believe  all  other  miracles,  etc/''  In  other 
words,  if  we  already  believe  the  premisses  we  shall  not  find  it 
difficult  to  adopt  the  conclusions — if  we  already  believe  the 
greatest  miracle  we  shall  not  hesitate  to  believe  the  less — if  we 
already  believe  the  dogmas  we  shall  not  find  it  hard  to  believe 
the  evidence  by  which  they  are  supposed  to  be  authenticated. 
As  we  necessarily  do  abide  in  the  region  of  nature,  in  which 
Dr.  TrMich  admits  that  miraculous  and  incredible  are  convertible 
terms,  it  would  seem  rather  difficult  to  lift  the  discussion  into  the 
higher  rt^on  here  described  without  having  already  abandoned 
it  altogether. 


*  MdUs  dd  MiroekSy  p.  71  f.  Archbishop  Trench  bditives  that  tixemptlail 
from  the  control  of  the  law  of  gravitation,  etc.,  is  a  "  lost  prerogative  "  of  our 
race,  which  we  may  one  day  recover.  It  would  be  difficult  to  produce  a 
parallel  to  his  reasoning  in  modern  times.  He  says :  **Ithas  been  already 
observed  that  the  miracle,  according  to  its  tree  idea,  is  not  a  violation  nor  jmt 
suspension  of  law,  but  the  incoming  of  a  higher  law,  as  of  a  spiritual  in  ths 
miost  of  natural  laws,  and  the  momentary  assertion,  for  that  higher  law,  of  th«i 
predominance  which  it  was  intended  to  have,  and  but  for  man's  fall  it  would 
always  have  had,  over  the  lower  ;  and  with  this  a  prophetic  anticipation  of  the 
abiding  prevalence  which  it  shall  one  day  recover.  Exactly  thus  was  there 
here"  (in  the  miracle  of  the  Walking  on  the  Sea)  "  a  sign  oi  the  lordship  of 
man's  will,  when  that  will  is  in  absolute  harmony  with  God's  will,  over 
external  nature.  In  regard  to  this  very  law  of  gravitation,  a  feeble,  and  for 
the  most  part  unconsciously  possessed,  remnant  of  his  power  survives  to  man 
in  the  well-attested  fact  that  his  body  is  lighter  when  he  is  awake  than  sleeping ; 
a  fact  which  every  nurse  who  has  carriwl  a  child  can  attest.  From  this  wit 
conclude  that  the  human  consciousness,  as  an  inner  centre,  works  as  aft 
opposing  force  to  the  attraction  of  the  earth  and  the  centripetal  force  of  gravity, 
however  unable  now  to  overbear  it"  (!)    Ib.^  p.  292. 
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REASON  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  ORDER  OF  NATURE 

The  argument  of  those  who  assert  the  possibility  and  reality  of 
miracles  generally  takes  the  shape  of  an  attack,  more  or  less  direct, 
upon  our  knowledge  of  the  order  of  nature.  To  establish  an 
exception  they  contest  the  rule.  "  Whatever  diflficulty  there  is  in 
believing  in  miracles  in  general,"  he  says,  "  arises  from  the  circum- 
stance that  they  are  in  contrsldiction  to  or  unlike  the  order  of 
nature.  To  estimate  the  force  of  this  difficulty,  then,  we  must 
first  understand  what  kind  of  belief  it  is  which  we  have  in  the 
order  of  nature ;  for  the  weight  of  the  objection  to  the  miraculous 
must  depend  on  the  nature  of  the  belief  to  which  the  miraculous 
is  opposed."'  Dr.  Mozley  defines  the  meaning  of  the  phrase, 
"  order  of  nature,"  as  the  connection  of  that  part  of  the  order  of 
nature  of  which  we  are  ignorant  with  that  part  of  which  we  know, 
the  former  being  expected  to  be  such  and  such,  because  the  latter 
is.  But  how  do  we  justify  this  expectation  of  HkenessP  We 
cannot  do  so,  he  affirms,  and  all  our  arguments  are  mere  state- 
ments of  the  belief  itself,  and  not  reasons  to  account  for  it.  It 
may  be  said,  e,g,^  that  when  a  fact  of  nature  has  gone  on  repeating 
itself  a.  certain  time,  such  repetition  shows  that  there  is  a  per- 
manent cause  at  work,  and  that  a  permanent  cause  produces 
permanently  recurring  effects.  But  what  is  there,  he  inquires,  to 
show  the  existence  of  a  permanent  cause  ?  Nothing,  The  effects 
which  have  taken  place  show  a  cause  at  work  to  the  extent  of 
these  effects,  but  not  further.  That  this  cause  is  of  a  more 
permanent  nature  we  have  no  evidence.  Why,  then,  do  we  expect 
the  further  continuance  of  these  effects  ?3  We  can  only  say : 
because  we  believe  the  future  will  be  like  the  past.  After  a 
physical  phenomenon  has  even  occurred  every  day  for  years  we 
have  nothing  but  the  past  repetition  to  justify  our  certain  ex- 
pectaticMi  of  its  future  repetition.-*  Do  we  think  it  giving  a  reason 
for  our  confidence  in  the  future  to  say  that,  though  no  man  has 
had  experience  of  what  is  future,  every  man  has  had  experience  of 
what  wcu  future?  It  is  true,  he  admits,  that  what  is  future 
becomes  at  every  step  of  our  advance  what  wcis  future,  but  that 
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which  is  now  still  future  is  not  the  least  altered  by  that  circum- 
stance ;  it  is  as  invisible,  as  unknown,  and  as  unexplored  as  if  it 
were  the  very  beginning  and  the  very  starting-point  of  nature.  At 
this  starting-point  of  nature  what  would  a  man  know  of  its  future 
course  ?  Nothing.  At  this  moment  he  knows  no  more.*  What 
ground  of  reason,  then,  can  we  assign  for  our  expectation  that  any 
part  of  the  course  of  nature  will  the  next  moment  be  like  what  it 
has  been  up  to  this  moment — Le,^  for  our  belief  in  the  uniformity 
of  nature?  None.  It  is  without  a  reason.  It  rests  upon  no 
rational  ground,  and  can  be  traced  to  no  rational  principle.'  The 
belief  in  the  order  of  nature  being  thus  an  "  unintelligent  im- 
pulse "  of  which  we  cannot  give  any  rational  account.  Dr.  Mozley 
concludes,  the  ground  is  gone  upon  which  it  could  be  maintained 
that  miracles,  as  opposed  to  the  order  of  nature,  were  opposed  to 
reason.  A  miracle,  then,  in  being  opposed  to  our  experience  is 
not  only  not  opposed  to  necessary  reasoning,  but  to  any  reasoning.3 
We  need  not  further  follow  the  Bampton  Lecturer,  as,  with  clear- 
ness and  ability,  he  applies  this  reasoning  to  the  argument  of 
"  Experience,"  until  he  pauses  triumphantly  to  exclaim :  "  Thus, 
step  by  step,  has  philosophy  loosened  the  connection  of  the  order 
of  natiu-e  with  the  ground  of  reason,  befriending  in  exact  pro- 
portion, as  it  has  done  this,  the  principle  of  miracles."-* 

We  need  not  here  enter  upon  any  abstract  argument  regarding 
the  permanence  of  cause  :  it  will  be  sufficient  to  deal  with  these 
objections  in  a  simpler  and  more  direct  way.  Dr.  Mozley,  of 
course,  acknowledges  that  the  principle  of  the  argument  from 
experience  is  that  "  which  makes  human  life  practicable ;  which 
utfiises  all  our  knowledge  ;  which  makes  the  past  anything 
more  than  an  irrelevant  picture  to  us ;  for  of  what  use  is  the 
experience  of  the  past  to  us  unless  we  believe  the  future  will  be 
like  it  ?  "5  Our  knowledge  in  all  things  is  relative,  and  there  are 
sharp  and  narrow  limits  to  human  thought.  It  is,  therefore,  evident 
that,  in  the  absence  of  absolute  knowledge,  our  belief  must  be 
accorded  to  that  of  which  we  have  more  full  cognizance,  rather 
than  to  that  which  is  contradicted  by  all  that  we  do  know.  It 
may  be  "irrational"  to  feel  entire  confidence  that  the  sun  will 
"  rise  "  to-morrow,  or  that  the  moon  will  continue  to  wax  and  wane 
as  in  the  past,  but  we  shall  without  doubt  retain  this  belief,  and 
reject  any  assertion,  however  positive,  that  the  earth  will  stand  still 
to-morrow,  or  that  it  did  so  some  thousands  of  years  ago.  Evidence 
must  take  its  relative  place  in  the  finite  scale  of  knowledge  and 
thought,  and  if  we  do  not  absolutely  know  anything,  so  long  as  one 
thing  is  more  fully  established  than  another,  we  mxist  hold  to  that 

'  Bamptof^  Lectures y  p.  38.  =  Ib.^  p.  39.  3  /^.,  p.  48. 
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which  rests  upon  the  more  certain  basis.  Our  belief  in  the  in- 
variability oi  the  order  of  nature,  therefore,  being  based  upon 
more  certain  grounds  than  any  other  human  opinion,  we  must  of 
necessity  refuse  credence  to  a  statement  supported  by  infinitely 
less  complete  testimony,  and  contradicted  by  universal  experience^ 
that  phenomena  subversive  of  that  order  occurred  many  years 
ago,  or  we  must  cease  to  believe  anything  at  all.  If  belief  based 
upon  unvarying  experience  be  irrational,  how  much  more  irrational 
must  belief  be  which  is  opposed  to  that  experience.  According  to 
Dr.  Mozley,  it  is  quite  irrational  to  believe  that  a  stone  dropped 
from  the  hiand,  for  instance,  will  fall  to  the  ground.  It  is  true  that 
all  the  stones  we  ourselves  have  ever  dropped,  or  seen  dropped,, 
have  so  fallen,  and  equally  true  that  all  stones  so  dropped  as  far 
back  as  historic  records,  and  those  still  more  authentic  and  ancient 
records  of  earth's  crust  itself,  go,  have  done  the  same ;  but  that, 
he  contends,  does  not  justify  our  belief,  upon  any  grounds  df 
reason,  that  the  next  stone  we  drop  will  do  so.  If  we  be  told> 
however,  that  upon  one  occasion  a  stone  so  dropped,  instead  of 
falling  to  the  ground,  rose  up  into  the  air  and  continued  there,, 
we  have  only  two  courses  open  to  us :  either  to  disbelieve  the 
fact,  and  attribute  the  statement  to  error  of  observation,  or  to 
reduce  the  past  to  a  mere  irrelevant  picture,  and  the  mind  to  a 
blank  page  equally  devoid  of  all  belief  and  of  all  intelligent 
reasoning. 

Dr.  Mozle/s  argument,  however,  is  fatal  to  his  own  cause.  It 
is  admitted  that  miracles,  "  or  visible  suspensions  of  the  order  of 
nature,"'  cannot  have  any  evidential  force  unless  they  be  super- 
natural, and  out  of  the  natural  sequence  of  ordinary  phenomena. 
Now,  unless  there  be  an  actual  order  of  nature,  how  can  there  be 
any  exception  to  it  ?  If  our  belief  in  it  be  not  based  upon  any 
groimd  of  reason — as  he  maintains,  in  order  to  assert  that 
miracles  or  visible  suspensions  of  that  order  are  not  contrary  to 
reason — how  can  it  be  asserted  that  miracles  are  supernatural  ?" 
If  we  have  no  rational  ground  for  believing  that  the  future  will  be 
like  the  past,  what  rational  ground  can  we  have  for  thinking  that 
anjTthing  which  happens  is  exceptional,  and  out  of  the  common 
course  of  nature  ?  Because  it  has  not  happened  before  ?  That 
is  no  reason  whatever ;  because,  according  to  his  contention,  the 
feet  that  a  thing  has  happened  ten  millions  of  times  is  no  rational 
justification  of  our  expectation  that  it  will  happen  again.  If  the 
reverse  of  that  which  had  happened  previously  took  place  on  the 
ten  million  and  first  time,  we  should,  therefore,  have  no  rational 
ground  for  surprise,  and  no  reason  for  affirming  that  it  did  not 
occur  in  the  most  natural  manner.     Because  we  cannot  explain  its 

'  Bampton  Lectures,  1865,  p.  6, 
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cause?     We  cannot  explain  the  cause  of  anything.     Our  belief 
that  there  is  any  permanent  cause  is,  according  to-  him,  a  mere 
unintelligent  impulse ;  we  can  only  say  that  there  is  a  cause  suffi- 
cient to  produce  an  isolated  effect,  but  we  do  not  know  the  nature 
of  that  cause,  and  it  is  a  mere  irrational  instinct  to  suppose  that 
any  cause  produces  continuous  effects,  or  is  more  than  momentary. 
A  miracle,  consequently,  becomes  a  mere  isolated  effect  from  an 
unknown  cause,  in  the  midst  of  other  merely  isolated  phenomena 
from  unknown  causes,  and  it  is  as  irrational  to  wonder  at  the 
occurrence  of  what  is  new  as  to  expect  the  recurrence  of  what  is 
old.     In  fact,  an  order  of  nature  is  at  once  necessary,  and  fatal, 
to  miracles.     If  there  be  no  order  of  nature,  miracles  cannot  be 
considered    supernatural    occurrences,   and   have   no   evidential 
value ;  if  there  be  an  order  of  nature,  the  evidence  for  its  immu- 
tability must  consequently  exceed  the  evidence  for  these  isolated 
deviations  from  it.     If  we  are  unable  rationally  to  form  expecta- 
tions of  the  future  from  unvarying  experience  in  the  past,  it  is 
still  more  irrational   to  call   that  supernatural  which   is  merely 
different  from  our  past  experience.     Take,  for  instance,  the  case 
of  supposed  exemption  from  the  action  of  the  law  of  gravitation, 
which  Archbishop  Trench  calls  "  a  lost  prerogative  of  our  race  ":' 
we  cannot,  according  to  Dr.  Mozley,  rationally  affirm  that  next 
week  we  may  not  be  able  to  walk  on  the  sea,  or  ascend  bodily 
into  the  air.     To  deny  this  because  we  have  not  hitherto  been 
able  to  do  so  is  unreasonable ;  for,  he  maintains,  it  is  a  mere 
irrational  impulse  which  expects  that  which  has  hitherto  happened, 
when  we  have  made  such  attempts,  to  happen  again  next  week. 
If  we  cannot  rationally  deny  the  possibility,  however,  that  we  may 
be  able  at  some  future  time  to  walk  on  the  sea  or  ascend  into  the 
air,  the  statement  that  these   phenomena  have  already  occurred 
loses  all  its  force,  and  such  occurrences  cease  to  be  in  any  way 
supernatural.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  irrational   to 
affirm  that  we  may  next  week  become  exempt  from  the  operation 
of  the  law  of  gravitation,  it  can  only  be  so  by  the  admission  that 
unvarying    experience    forbids    the    entertainment    of    such    a 
hypothesis,  and  in  that  case  it  equally  forbids  belief  in  the  state- 
ment that  such  acts  ever  actually  took  place.     If  we  deny  the 
futiu-e  possibility  on  any  ground  of  reason,  we  admit  that  we  have 
grounds  of  reason  for  expecting  the  future  to  be  like  the  past, 
and  therefore  contradict    Dr.    Mozley's  conclusion;  and   if  we 
cannot  deny  it  upon  any  ground  of  reason,  we   extinguish   the 
claim  of   such   occurrences    in    the    past    to  any  supernatural 
character.     Any  argument  which  could  destroy  faith  in  the  order 
of  nature  would  be  equally  destructive  to  miracles.     If  we  have 

*  Notes  en  Minutes,  p.  32  f.,  p.  291  f. 
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no  right  to  believe  in  a  rule,  there  can  be  no  right  to  speak  of 
exceptions.  The  result  in  any  case  is  this,  that  whether  the 
principle  of  the  order  of  nature  be  established  or  refuted,  the 
supernatural  pretensions  of  miracles  are  disallowed. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  his  argument  agamst  the  rationality 
of  belief  in  the  order  of  nature,  the  rigorous  precision  which  Dr. 
Mozley  unrelentingly  demands  from  his  antagonists  is  remarkable. 
They  are  not  permitted  to  deviate  by  a  hair's  breadth  from  the 
line  of  strict  logic,  and  the  most  absolute  exactness  of  demonstra- 
tion is  required.  Anything  like  an  assumptioft  or  argument  from 
analogy  is  excluded ;  induction  is  allowed  to  add  no  reason  to 
bare  and  isolated  facts ;  and  the  belief  that  the  sun  will  rise 
to-morrow  morning  is,  with  pitiless  severity,  written  down  as 
mere  unintelligent  impulse.  Belief  in  the  return  of  day,  based 
upon  the  unvarying  experience  of  all  past  time,  is  declared  to  be 
without  any  ground  of  reason.  We  find  anything  but  fault  with 
strictness  of  argument ;  but  it  is  fair  that  equal  precision  should 
be  observed  by  those  who  assert  miracles,  and  that  assumption 
and  inaccuracy  should  be  excluded.  Hitherto,  as  we  have 
frequently  pointed  out,  we  have  met  with  very  little,  or  nothings 
but  assumption  in  support  of  miracles ;  but,  encouraged  by  the 
inflexible  spirit  of  Dr.  Mozley's  attack  upon  the  argument  from 
experience,  we  may  look  for  similar  precision  from  himself 

Proceeding,  however,  from  his  argument  against  the  rationality 
of  belief  in  the  order  of  nature  to  his  more  direct  argument  for 
miracles,  we  are  astonished  to  find  a  total  abandonment  of  the 
rigorous  exactness  imposed  upon  his  antagonists,  and  a  complete 
relapse  into  assumptions.  Dr.  Mozley  does  not  conceal  the  fact. 
**  The  peculiarity  of  the  argument  of  miracles,"  he  frankly  admits, 
"  is  that  it  b^ns  and  ends  with  an  assumption ;  I  mean  relatively 
to  that  argument."'  Such  an  argument  is  no  argument  at  all ;  it 
is  a  mere  pttitio  prindpUy  incapable  of  proving  anything.  The 
nature  of  the  assumptions  obviously  does  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  affect  this  conclusion.  It  is  true  that  the  statement  of  the 
particular  assumptions  may  constitute  an  appeal  to  belief  other- 
wise derived,  and  evolve  feelings  which  may  render  the  calm 
exercise  of  judgment  more  difficult ;  but  the  fact  remains  absolute, 
that  an  argument  which  *^  b^ns  and  ends  with  an  assumption  " 
is  totally  impotent.  It  remains  an  assumption,  and  is  not  an 
argument  at  all. 

Notwithstanding  this  unfortunate  and  disqualifying  "  peculiarit}%" 
we  may  examine  the  argument.  It  is  as  follows :  "  We  assume 
the  existence  of  a  Personal  Deity  prior  to  the  proof  of  miracles 

*  Bampton  Lectures ^  1865,  p.  94. 
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in  the  religious  sense ;  but  with  this  assumption  the  question  of 
miracles  is  at  an  end,  because  such  a  Being  has  necessarily  the 
power  to  suspend  those  laws  of  nature  which  He  has  Himself 
enacted."*  The  "  question  of  miracles,"  which  Dr.  Mozley  here 
asserts  to  be  at  an  end  on  the  assumption  of  a  "  Personal  Deity," 
is,  of  course,  merely  that  of  the  possibility  of  miracles ;  but  it  is 
obvious  that,  even  with  the  precise  definition  of  Deity  which  is 
assumed,  instead  of  the  real  "  question  "  being  at  an  end,  it  only 
commences.  The  power  to  suspend  the  laws  of  nature  being 
assumed,  the  will  tp  suspend  them  has  to  be  demonstrated  as 
also  the  actual  occurrence  of  any  such  assumed  suspension, 
which  is  contrary  to  reason.  The  subject  is,  moreover,  com- 
plicated by  the  occurrence  of  Satanic  as  well  as  Divine  sus- 
pensions of  the  order  of  nature,  and  by  the  necessity  of  assuming 
a  Personal  Devil  as  well  as  a  Personal  Deity,  and  his  power  to 
usurp  that  control  over  the  laws  of  nature  which  is  assumed  as 
the  prerogative  of  the  Deity,  and  to  suspend  them  in  direct 
opposition  to  God.  Even  Newman  has  recognised  this,  and,  in 
a  passage  already  quoted,  he^  says :  "  For  the  cogency  of  the 
argument  from  miracles  depends  on  the  assumption  that  inter- 
ruptions in  the  course  of  nature  must  ultimately  proceed  from 
God ;  which  is  not  true  if  they  may  be  effected  by  other  beings 
without  His  sanction."'  The  first  assumption,  in  fact,  leads  to 
nothing  but  assumptions,  cormected  with  the  unseen,  unknown, 
and  supernatural,  which  are  beyond  the  limits  of  reason. 

Dr.  Mozley  is  well  aware  that  his  assumption  of  a  "  Personal " 
Deity  is  not  susceptible  of  proof  ;3  indeed,  this  is  admitted  in  the 
statement  that  the  definition  is  an  "assumption."  He  quotes  the 
obvious  reply  which  may  be  made  regarding  this  assumption  : 
^*  Everybody  must  collect  from  the  harmony  of  the  physical 
universe  the  existence  of  a  God,  but  in  acknowledging  a  God  we 
do  not  thereby  acknowledge  this  peculiar  doctrinal  conception  of  a 
God.  We  see  in  the  structure  of  nature  a  mind — a  universal 
mind — but  still  a  mind  which  only  operates  and  expresses  itself  by 
law.  Nature  only  does  and  only  can  inform  us  of  mind  in  nature, 
the  partner  and  correlative  of  organised  matter.  Nature,  therefore, 
can  speak  to  the  existence  of  a  God  in  this  sense,  and  can  speak 
to  the  omnipotence  of  God  in  a  sense  coinciding  with  the  actual 

'  Bampton  Lectures^  1865,  p.  94.  »  Two  Essays ^  etc.,  p.  50. 

3  Dr.  Westcott  frankly  admits  this.  **  Christianity,  therefore,"  he  says,  "as 
the  absolute  religion  of  man,  assumes  as  its  foundation  the  existence  of  an 
Infinite  Personal  God  and  a  finite  human  will.  This  antithesis  is  assumed,  and 
not  proved.  No  arguments  can  establish  it.  It  is  a  primary  intuition,  and  not 
a  deduction.  It  is  capable  of  illustration  from  what  we  observe  around  us  ;  but 
if  either  term  is  denied  no  reasoning  can  establish  its  truth  "  {Tfu  Gospel  of  the 
Resurrection^  3rd  ed.,  1874,  p.  19  L). 
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fiEu:ts  of  nature ;  but  in  no  other  sense  does  nature  witness  to  the 
existence  of  an  Omnipotent  Supreme  Being.  Of  a  universal  mind 
out  of  nature,  nature  says  nothm^,  and  of  an  Omnipotence  which 
does  not  possess  an  inherent  hmit  in  nature,  she  says  nothing 
either.  And,  therefore,  that  conception  of  a  Supreme  Being  which 
represents  him  as  a  Spirit  independent  of  the  physical  universe, 
and  able  from  a  standmg-place  external  to  nature  to  interrupt  its 
order,  is  a  conception  of  God  for  which  we  must  go  elsewhere. 
That  conception  is  obtained  from  revelation,  which  is  asserted  to 
be  proved  by  miracles.  But  that  being  the  case,  this  doctrine  of 
Theism  rests  itself  upon  miracles,  and,  therefore,  miracles  cannot 
rest  upon  this  doctrine  of  Theism."*  With  his  usual  fairness,  Dr. 
Mozley,  while  questioning  the  correctness  of  the  premiss  of  this 
aigument,  admits  that,  if  established,  the  consequence  stated  would 
follow,  "and  more,  for  miracles,  being  thrown  back  upon  the  same 
ground  on  which  Theism  is,  the  whole  evidence  of  revelation 
becomes  a  vicious  circle,  and  the  fabric  is  left  suspended  in 
space,  revelation  resting  on  miracles,  and  miracles  resting  on 
revelation."'  He  not  only  recognises,  however,  that  the  concep- 
tion of  a  "  Personal "  Deity  cannot  be  proved,  but  he  distinctly 
confesses  that  it  was  obtained  from  revelation,^  and  from  nowhere 
else,  and  these  necessary  admissions  obviously  establish  the 
correctness  of  the  premiss,  and  involve  the  consequence  pointed  out, 
that  the  evidence  of  revelation  is  a  mere  vicious  circle.  Dr.  Mozley 
attempts  to  argue  that,  although  the  idea  was  first  obtained  through 
this  channel,  "  the  truth  once  possessed  is  seen  to  rest  upon  groimds 
of  natural  reason."^  The  argument  by  which  he  seeks  to  show  that 
the  conception  is  seen  to  rest  upon  groimds  of  natural  reason  is  : 
"  We  naturally  attribute  to  the  design  of  a  Personal  Being  a  contri- 
vance which  is  directed  to  the  existence  of  a  Personal  Being 

From  personality  at  one  end  I  infer  personality  at  the  other."  Dr. 
Mozle/s  own  sense  of  the  weakness  of  his  argument,  however,  and 
his  natural  honesty  of  mind  oblige  him  continually  to  confess  the 
absence  of  evidence.  A  few  paragraphs  further  on  he  admits : 
"  Not,  however,  that  the  existence  of  a  God  is  so  clearly  seen  by 
reason  as  to  dispense  with  fiaith  "  ;5  but  he  endeavours  to  convince 
us  that  faith  is  reason,  only  reason  acting  under  peculiar 
circumstances :  when  reason  draws  conclusions  which  are  not 
backed  by  experience,  reascm  is  then  called  fisuth.^  The  issue  of 
the  argument,  he  contends,  is  so  amazing  that  if  we  do  not 
tremble  for  its  safety  it  must  be  on  account  of  a  practical 
principle,    which     makes    us    confide    and    trust    in    reasons, 

*  Bampton  Lectures y  1865,  p.  95  f. 
»  lb.,  p.  96.  3  lb,,  p.  97  f.  *  lb.,  p.  99. 

5  lb.,  p.  100.  ^  lb.,  p.  loi. 
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and  that  principle  is  faith.  We  are  not  aware  that  conviction  can 
be  arrived  at  regarding  any  matter  otherwise  than  by  confidence  in 
the  correctness  of  the  reasons,  and  what  Dr.  Mozley  really  means 
by  faith  here  is  confidence  and  trust  in  a  conclusion  for  which 
there  are  no  reasons. 

It  is  almost  incredible  that  the  same  person  who  had  just  been 
denying  grounds  of  reason  to  conclusions  from  unvarying  ex- 
perience, and  excluding  from  them  the  results  of  inductive 
reasoning — who  had  denounced  as  unintelligent  impulse  and 
irrational  instinct  the  faith  that  the  sun,  which  has  risen  without 
fail  every  morning  since  time  began,  will  rise  again  to-morrow, 
could  thus  argue.  In  fact,  from  the  very  commencement  of  the 
direct  plea  for  miracles  calm  logical  reasoning  is  abandoned,  and 
the  argument  becomes  entirely  c^  hominem.  Mere  feeling  is  sub- 
stituted for  thought  and,  in  the  inability  to  be  precise  and  logical, 
the  lecturer  appeals  to  the  generally  t)revailing  inaccuracy  of 
thought.'  "  Faith,  then,"  he  concludes,  "  is  unverified  reason  ; 
reason  which  has  not  yet  received  the  verification  of  the  final  test, 
but  is  still  expectant."  In  science  this,  at  the  best,  would  be 
called  mere  "  hypothesis,"  but  accuracy  can  scarcely  be  expected 
where  the  argument  continues  :  "  Indeed,  does  not  our  heart  bear 
witness  to  the  fact  that  to  believe  in  a  God  " — 1>.,  a  Personal  God 
— "  is  an  exercise  of  faith  ?"  etc' 

The  deduction  which  is  dra>\Ti  from  the  assumption  of  a 
"  Personal "  Deity  is,  as  we  have  seen,  merely  the  possibility  of 
miracles.  "  Paley's  criticism,"  said  the  late  Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  "  is, 
after  all,  the  true  one — *  once  believe  that  there  is  a  God,  and 
miracles  are  not  incredible.'  "3  The  assumption,  therefore,  although 
of  vital  importance  in  the  event  of  its  rejection,  does  not  very 
materially  advance  the  cause  of  miracles  if  established.  We  have 
already  seen  that  the  assumption  is  avowedly  incapable  of  proof, 
but  it  may  be  well  to  examine  it  a  little  more  closely  in  connection 
with  the  inferences  supposed  to  be  derivable  horn  it. 

In  his  Bampton  Lectures  on  "The  Limit  of  Religious  Thought," 
delivered  in  1858,  Dr.  Mansel,  the  very  able  editor  and  disciple  of 
Sir  William  Hamilton,  discussed  this  subject  with  great  minuteness, 
and  although  we  caftnot  pretend  here  to  follow  him  through  the 
whole  of  his  singular  argument — ^a  theological  application  of  Sir 
William  Hamilton's  philosophy — we  must  sufficiently  represent  it. 
Dr.  Mansel  argues  :  We  are  absolutely  incapable  of  conceiving  or 
proving  the  existence  of  God  as  he  is ;  and  so  far  is  human 
reason  from  being  able  to  construct  a  theolog)'  independent  of 

»  Cf.  Bampton  Lectures,  1865,  p.  loi  ff. 

'  Ib.f  p,  104. 

3  Mansel,  Aids  to  Faith,  p.  30. 
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revelation  that  it  cannot  even  read  the  alphabet  out  of  which  that 
theology  must  be  foiroed.'  We  are  compelled  by  the  constitution 
of  our  minds  to  believe  in  the  existence  of  an  Absolute  and 
Infinite  Beii^ ;  but  the  instant  we  attempt  to  analyse  we  are  in- 
volved in  inextricable  confusion.  Our  moral  consciousness 
demands  that  we  should  conceive  him  as  a  Personality,  but  person- 
ality, as  we  conceive  it,  is  essentially  a  limitation ;  to  speak  of  an 
Absolute  and  Infinite  Person  is  simply  to  use  language  to  which 
no  mode  of  human  thought  can  possibly  attach  itself.^  This 
amounts  simply  to  an  admission  that  our  knowledge  of  God  does 
not  satisfy  the  conditions  of  speculative  philosophy,  and  is  in- 
capable of  reduction  to  an  ultimate  and  absolute  truth.3  It  is, 
therefore,  reasonable  that  we  should  expect  to  find  that  the 
revealed  manifestation  of  the  Divine  nature  and  attributes  should 
likewise  carry  the  marks  of  subordination  to  some  higher  truth,  of 
which  it  indicates  the  existence,  but  does  not  make  known  the 
substance ;  and  that  our  apprehension  of  the  revealed  Deity  should 
involve  mysteries  inscrutable,  and  doubts  insoluble  by  our  present 
faculties,  while  at  the  same  time  it  inculcates  the  true  spirit  in 
which  doubt  should  be  dealt  with,  by  warning  us  thiat  our 
knowledge  of  God,  though  revealed  by  himself,  is  revealed  in 
relation  to  human  faculties,  and  subject  to  the  limitations  and  im- 
perfections inseparable  from  the  constitution  of  the  human  mind/ 
We  need  not,  of  course,  point  out  that  the  reality  of  revelation  is 
here  assumed.  Elsewhere,  Dr.  Mansel  maintains  that  philosophy, 
by  its  own  incongruities,  has  no  claim  to  be  accepted  as  a  com- 
petent witness  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  human  personality  cannot 
be  assumed  as  an  exact  copy  of  the  Divine,  but  only  as  that  which 
is  most  nearly  analogous  to  it  among  finite  things. ^  As  we  are, 
therefore,  incapable  on  the  one  hand  of  a  clear  conception  of  the 
Divine  Being,  and  have  only  analogy  to  guide  us  in  conceiving  his 
attributes,  we  have  no  criterion  of  religious  truth  or  falsehood. 


'  Mansel,  Bampton  Lectures,  1858  (Murray,  4th  ed.,  1859),  p.  40. 

'  /5.,  p.  56.  Dr.  Westcott  says  upon  this  point :  **  But  though  we  appeal  to 
the  individual  consciousness  for  the  recogjnition  of  the  truth  of  the  assumptions 
which  have  been  made,  the  language  in  which  one  term  of  the  antithesis  is  ex- 
pressed requires  explanation.  We  speak  of  God  as  Infinite  and  Personal.  The 
epithets  invoh'e  a  contradiction,  and  yet  they  are  both  necessary.  In  fact,  the 
only  approximately  adequate  conception  which  we  can  form  of  a  Divine  Being 
is  under  the  form  of  a  contradiction.  For  us,  personality  is  only  the  name  for 
special  limitation  exertin^j  itself  through  will ;  and  will  itself  implies  the  idea  of 
resistance.  But  as  applied  to  God,  the  notions  of  limitation  and  resistance 
are  excluded  by  the  antithetic  tenn  infinite  "  ( Tlie  Gospel  of  the  Resttn-ectitm, 
1874,  p.  21). 

3  lb.,  p.  94  f. 

*  lb,,  p.  95. 

5  Mansel,  The  Philosophy  of  the  Condi/toned  {SirahQ.r\y  1866),  p.  143  f. 
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enabling  us  to  judge  of  the  ways  of  God,  represented  by  revelation," 
and  have  no  right  to  judge  of  his  justice,  or  mercy,  or  goodness, 
by  the  standard  of  human  morality. 

It  is  impossible  to  conceive  an  argument  more  vicious,  or  more 
obviously  warped  to  favour  already  accepted  conclusions  of 
revelation  ; — As  finite  beings,  we  are  not  only  incapable  of  proving 
the  existence  of  God,  but  even  of  conceiving  him  as  he  is ;  there- 
fore we  may  conceive  him  as  he  is  not  To  attribute  personality 
to  him  is  a  limitation  totally  incompatible  with  the  idea  of  an 
Absolute  and  Infinite  Being,  in  which  "  we  are  compelled  by  the 
ccmstitution  of  our  minds  to  believe  ";  and  to  speak  of  him  as  a 
personality  is  "to  use  language  to  which  no  mode  of  human 
thought  can  possibly  attach  itself";  but,  nevertheless,  to  satisfy 
supposed  demands  of  our  moral  consciousness,  we  are  to  conceive 
him  as  a  personality.  Although  we  must  define  the  Supreme  Being 
as  a  personality,  to  satisfy  our  moral  consciousness,  we  must  not, 
we  are  told,  maJce  the  same  moral  consciousness  the  criterion  of  the 
attributes  of  that  personality.  We  must  not  suppose  him  to  be 
endowed,  for  instance,  with  the  perfection  of  morality  according 
to  our  ideas  of  it ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  must  hold  that  his 
moral  perfections  are  at  best  only  analogous,  and  often  contra- 
dictory, to  our  standard  of  morality.'  As  soon  as  we  conceive  a 
Personal  Deity  to  satisfy  our  moral  consciousness,  we  have  to 
abandon  the  personality  which  satisfies  that  consciousness,  in 
order  to  accept  the  characteristics  <rf  a  supposed  revelation,  to 
reconcile  certain  statements  of  which  we  must  admit  that  we 
have  no  criterion  of  truth  or  falsehood  enabling  us  to  judge  of  the 
ways  of  God. 

Now,  in  reference  to  the  assumption  of  a  Personal  Deity  as  a 
preliminary  to  the  proof  of  miracles,  it  must  be  clearly  remembered 
that  the  contents  of  the  revelation  which  miracles  are  to  authenticate 
cannot  have  any  weight  Antecedently,  then,  it  is  admitted  that 
personality  is  a  limitation  which  is  absolutely  excluded  by  the 


'  Mansel,  The  Philosophy  of  the  Conditioned,  (Strahan,  1866),  p.  144  f. 
In  another  place  Dean  Mansel  says:  "Ideas  and  ima|;es  which  do 
not  represent  God  as  He  is  may  nevertheless  represent  Him  as  it  is  our 
duty  to  regard  Him.  They  are  not  in  themselves  true ;  but  we  must 
nevertheless  believe  and  act  as  if  they  were  true.  A  finite  mind  can  form  no 
conception  of  an  Infinite  Bein^  which  shall  be  speculatively  true,  for  it  must 
represent  the  Infinite  under  finite  forms  ;  nevertheless,  a  conception  which  is 
speculatively  untrue  may  be  regulatively  true.  A  regulative  truth  is  thus  de- 
signed not  to  satisfy  our  reason,  but  to  guide  our  practice ;  not  to  tell  us  what 
God  is,  but  how  He  wills  that  we  should  think  of  Him  "  (Man's  Conception  of 
Eternity :  An  examination  of  Mr.  Maurice*s  Theory  of  a  Fixed  State  out  of 
Time,  in  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  L.  T.  Bemays,  by  Rev.  H.  L.  Mansel,  B.D., 
p.9f.). 

«  /6.,  p.  143  f. ;  Ba$npton  Lectures,  1858,  pp.  I3I-I7S»  PP-  94-I30- 
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ideas  of  the  Deity  which,  it  is  asserted,  the  constitution  of  our 
minds  compds  us  to  form.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  rationally 
assumed.  To  admit  that  such  a  conception  is  false,  and  then  to 
base  conclusions  upon  it  as  though  it  were  true,  is  inadmissible. 
It  is  child's  play  to  satisfy  our  feeling  and  imagination  by  the 
conscious  sacrifice  of  our  reason.  Moreover,  Dr.  Mansel  admits 
that  the  conception  of  a  Personal  Deity  is  really  derived  from 
the  revelation,  which  has  to  be  rendered  credible  by  miracles ; 
therefore  the  consequence  already  pointed  out  ensues,  that  the 
assumption  cannot  be  used  to  prove  miracles.  **  It  must  be 
allow^  that  it  is  not  through  reasoning  that  men  obtain  the 
first  intimation  of  their  relation  to  the  Deity;  and  that,  had  they 
been  left  to  the  guidance  of  their  intellectual  faculties  alone,  it 
is  possible  that  no  such  intimation  might  have  taken  place ;  or, 
at  best,  that  it  would  have  been  but  as  one  guess,  out  of  many 
equally  plausible  and  equally  natural."*  The  vicious  circle  of  the 
argument  is  here  again  apparent,  and  the  singular  reasoning  by 
which  Dr.  Mansel  seeks  to  drive  us  into  acceptance  of  revelation 
is  really  the  strongest  argument  against  it.  The  impossibility  of 
conceiving  God  as  he  is,'  which  is  insisted  upon,  instead  of  being 
a  reason  for  assuming  his  personality,  or  for  accepting  Jewish 
conceptions  of  him,  totally  excludes  such  an  assumption. 

This  "great  religious  assumption"  is  not  suggested  by  any 
antecedent  considerations,  but  is  required  to  account  for  miracles, 
and  is  derived  from  the  very  revelation  which  miracles  are  to 
attest.  "In  nature  and  from  nature,"  to  quote  words  of  Pro- 
fessor Baden  Powell,  "  by  science  and  by  reason,  we  neither  have, 
nor  can  possibly  have,  any  evidence  of  a  Deify  working  miracles  ; 
for  that  we  must  go  out  of  nature  and  beyond  science.  If  we 
could  have  any  such  evidence  from  nature,  it  could  only  prove 
extraordinary  natural  effects,  which  would  not  be  miracles  in  the 
cdd  theological  sense,  as  isolated,  unrelated,  and  uncaused; 
whereas  no  physical  fact  can  be  conceived  as  unique,  or  without 
analogy  and  relation  to  others,  and  to  the  whole  system  of  natural 
causes."3 

Dr.  Mansel  "  does  not  hesitate "  to  affirm  with  Sir  William 
Hamilton,  "  that  the  class  of  phenomena  which  requires  that  kind 

^  Bampton  Lectures^  1858,  p.  68. 

'  Sir  William  Hamilton  says:  "True  therefore  are  the  declarations  of  a 
pious  philosophy.  *  A  God  understood  would  be  no  God  at  all.*  *  To  think 
that  God  is  as  we  can  think  Him  to  be  is  bla^hemy.*  The  Divinity,  in  a 
certain  sense,  is  revealed ;  in  a  certain  sense  is  concealed  :  He  is  at  once 
known  and  unknown.  But  the  last  and  highest  consecration  of  all  true  religion 
must  be  an  altar — *Ji.yp(ixrr(f  Gey — *7<7  t%e  unknown  and  unJmcwable  CSi^'^ 
{Discussions  on  Philosophy,  3rd  ed.,  Blackwood  &  Sons,  1866,  p.  15,  note). 

3  "Study  of  the  Evidences  of  Christianity,"  Essays  and  /Reviews,  9th  ed., 
p.  141  f. 
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of  cause  we  denominate  a  Deity  is  exclusively  given  in  the  pheno- 
mena of  mind ;  that  the  phenomena  of  matter,  taken  by  them- 
selves, do  not  warrant  any  inference  to  the  existence  of  a  Go(J."* 
After  declaring  a  Supreme  Being,  from  every  point  of  view,  incon- 
ceivable by  our  finite  minds,  it  is  singular  to  find  him  thrusting 
upon  us,  in  consequence,  a  conception  of  that  Being  which  almost 
makes  us  exclaim  with  Bacon  :  "  It  were  better  to  have  no  opinion 
of  God  at  all  than  such  an  opinion  as  is  unworthy  of  him ;  for  the 
one  is  unbelief,  the  other  is  contumely."^  Dr.  Mansel  asks  :  "  Is 
matter  or  mind  the  truer  image  of  God  ?^'^  But  both  matter  and 
mind  unite  in  repudiating  so  unworthy  a  conception  of  a  God, 
and  in  rejecting  the  idea  of  susp^isions  of  law.  In  the  words  of 
Spinoza:  "From  miracles  we  can  neither  infer  the  nature,  the 
existence,  nor  the  providence  of  God,  but,  on  the  contrary,  these 
may  be  much  better  comprehended  from  the  fixed  and  immutable 
order  of  nature."*  Indeed,  as  he  adds,  miracles,  as  contrary  to 
the  order  of  nature,  would  rather  lead  us  to  doubt  the  existence 
of  God.5 

Six  centuries  before  our  era  a  noble  thinker,  Xenophanes  of 
Colophon,  whose  pure  mind  soared  far  above  the  base  anthropo- 
morphic mythologies  of  Homer  and  Hesiod,  and  anticipated  some 
of  the  highest  results  of  the  Platonic  philosophy,  finely  said : — 

**  There  is  one  God  supreme  over  all  gods,  di\iner  than  mortals, 
Whose  form  is  not  like  unto  man's,  and  as  unlike  his  nature  ; 

But  vain  mortals  imagine  that  gods,  like  themselves,  are  begotten 
With  human  sensations,  and  voice,  and  corporeal  members  f 

So  if  oxen  or  lions  had  hands,  and  could  work  in  man's  fashion, 
And  trace  out  with  chisel  or  brush  their  conception  of  Godhead, 
Then  would  horses  depict  gods  like  horses,  and  oxen  like  oxen, 
Each  kind  the  Divine  with  its  own  form  and  nature  endowing." 

He  illustrates  this  profound  observation  by  pointing  out  that 
the  Ethiopians  represent  their  deities  as  black,  i^ith  flat  noses, 
while  the  Thracians  make  them  blue-eyed,  with  ruddy  com- 
plexions ;  and,  similarly,  the  Medes  and  the  Persians  and 
Egyptians  portray  their  gods  like  themselves.  The  Jewish  idea 
of  God  was  equally  anthropomorphic ;  but  their  highest  concep- 
tion was  certainly  that  which  the  least  resembled  themselves,  and 


*  J6.,  p.  25.     Cf.  Hamilton,  Lectures  on  Metaphysics^  vol.  i.,  p.  26. 

=  Bacon's  Essays ^  xWi.  ed.  Whately,  p.  183.  3  Aids  to  Faith^  p.  25. 

*  Tracts  Theolog,  Polit.,  c.  vi.,  §  16,  ed.  Tauchnitz.  5  /^.,  vi.,  §  19. 

*  Clement  of  Alexandria,  who  quotes  the  whole  of  this  passage  from 
Xenophanes,  makes  a  separation  here  from  the  succeeding  lines,  by  koX  vdXty  ; 
but  the  sense  is  evidently  continuous,  and  the  fragments  are  generally  united. 
Cf.  Clem,  AL^  Strom.,  v.  14,  §  no. 
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which  described  the  Aknighty  as  "  without  variableness  or  shadow 
of  turning/'  and  as  giving  a  law  to  the  universe  which  shall  not  be 
broken. 

None  of  the  arguments  with  which  we  have  yet  met  have 
succeeded  in  making  miracles  in  the  least  degree  antecedently 
credible.  On  the  contrary,  they  have  been  based  upon  mere 
assumptions  incapable  of  proof  and  devoid  of  probability.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  are  the  strongest  reasons  for  affirming  that 
such  phenomena  are  antecedently  incredible.  Dr.  Mozley's  attack, 
which  we  discussed  in  the  first  part  of  this  chapter,  and  which,  of 
course,  was  chiefly  based  upon  Hume's  celebrated  argument,  never 
seriously  grappled  with  the  doctrine  at  alL  The  principle  which 
opposes  itself  to  belief  in  miracles  is  very  simple.  Our  belief  in  the 
invariability  of  that  sequence  of  phenomena  which  we  call  the 
order  of  nature  is  based  upon  universal  experience,  and  it  would, 
therefore,  require  an  extraordinary  amount  of  evidence  to  prove 
the  truth  of  any  allegation  of  miracles,  or  violations  of  that  order. 
Where  a  preponderance  of  evidence  in  support  of  such  all^a- 
tions  caimot  be  produced,  reason  and  experience  OHicur  in  attri- 
buting the  ascription  of  miraculous  character  to  any  occurrences 
said  to  have  been  witnessed,  to  imperfect  observation,  mistaken 
inference,  or  some  other  of  the  numerous  sources  of  error.  Any 
allegation  of  the  interference  of  a  new  and  supernatural  agent,  upon 
sudi  an  occasion,  to  account  for  results  in  contradiction  of  the  known 
sequence  of  cause  and  dfect  is  excluded  by  the  very  same  prin- 
ciple, for,  invariable  experience  being  as  opposed  to  the  assertion 
that  such  interference  ever  takes  place  as  it  is  to  the  occurrence 
of  miraculous  phenomena,  the  allegation  is  necessarily  dis- 
believed. 

Apologists  find  it  much  more  c<xivenient  to  evade  the  simple 
but  effective  arguments  of  Hume  than  to  answer  them,  and  where 
it  is  possible  they  dismiss  them  with  a  sneer,  and  hasten  on  to 
less  dangerous  ground.  For  instance.  Dr.  Farrar,  arguing  the 
antecedent  credibility  of  the  miraculous,  makes  the  following 
remarks :  *^  Now,  as  regards  the  inadequacy  of  testimony  to 
estaUish  a  miracle,  modem  scepticism  has  not  advanced  one 
single  step  beyond  the  blank  assertion.  And  it  is  astonishing  that 
this  assertion  should  still  be  considered  cogent,  when  its  logical 
consistency  has  been  shattered  to  pieces  by  a  host  of  writers,  as 
well  sceptical  as  Christian  (Mill's  Zogu,  ii.,  157-160).  For,  as  the 
greatest  of  our  living  logicians  has  remarked,  the  supposed  recondite 
and  dangerous  formula  of  Hume — ^that  it  is  more  probable  that 
testimony  should  be  mistaken  than  that  miracles  should  be  true — 
reduces  itself  to  the  very  harmless  proposition  that  an3rthing  is 
incredible  which  is  contrary  to  a  com^^e  induction.     It  is,  in 
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fact,  a  fi2ijg^[2Si\  petitio  principii,  used  to  support  a  wholly  unphilo- 
sophical  assertion/''  It  is  much  more  astonishing  that  so  able  a 
man  as  Dr.  Farrar  could  so  misunderstand  Hume's  argument,  and 
so  misinterpret  and  misstate  Mill's  remarks  upon  it.  So  far  from 
shattering  to  pieces  the  logical  consistency  of  Hume's  reasoning, 
Mill  substantially  confirms  it,  and  pertinently  remarks  that  "it 
speaks  ill  for  the  state  of  philosophical  speculation  on  such 
subjects  "  that  so  simple  and  evident  a  doctrine  should  have  been 
accounted  a  dangerous  heresy.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  statement  of  a 
truth  which  should  have  been  imiversally  recognised,  and  would 
have  been  so  but  for  its  unwelcome  and  destructive  bearing  upon 
popular  theology. 

Mill  states  the  evident  principle:  "If  an  alleged  fact  be  in 
contradiction,  not  to  any  number  of  approximate  generalisations, 
but  to  a  completed  generalisation  grounded  on  a  rigorous 
induction,  it  is  said  to  be  impossible,  and  is  to  be  disbelieved 
totally."  Mill  continues:  "This  last  principle,  simple  and 
evident  as  it  appears,  is  the  doctrine  which,  on  the  occasion  of  an 
attempt  to  apply  it  to  the  question  of  the  credibility  of  miracles, 
excited  so  violent  a  controversy.  Hume's  celebrated  doctrine, 
that  nothing  is  credible  which  is  contradictory  to  experience  or  at 
variance  with  laws  of  nature,  is  merely  this  very  plain  and 
harmless  proposition,  that  whatever  is  contradictory  to  a  complete 
induction  is  incredible."*  He  then  proceeds  to  meet  possible 
objections  :  "  But  does  not  (it  may  be  asked)  the  very  statement 
of  the  proposition  imply  a  contradiction?  An  alleged  fact, 
according  to  this  theory,  is  not  to  be  believed  if  it  contradict  a 
complete  induction.  But  it  is  essential  to  the  completeness  of  an 
induction  that  it  should  not  contradict  any  known  fact.  Is  it  not, 
then,  a  petitio  prindpii  to  say  that  the  fact  ought  to  be  dis- 
believed because  the  induction  to  it  is  complete  ?  How  can  we 
have  a  right  to  declare  the  induction  complete,  while  facts, 
supported  by  credible  evidence,  present  themselves  in  opposition 
to  it  ?  I  answer,  we  have  that  right  whenever  the  scientific  canons 
of  induction  give  it  to  us ;  that  is,  whenever  the  induction  can  be 
complete.  We  have  it,  for  example,  in  a  case  of  causation  in 
which  there  has  been  an  experimentum  crudsJ^  It  will  be 
remarked  that  Dr.  Farrar  adopts  Mill's  phraseology  in  one  of  the 
above  questions  to  affirm  the  reverse  of  his  opinion.  Mill 
decides  that  the  proposition  is  not  a  petitio  prindpii ;  Dr  Farrar 
says,  in  continuation  of  his  reference  to  Mill,  that  it  is  a  flagrant 


'  The  Witness  of  Hist9ry  to  Christy  Hulsean  Lectures,  1870,  by  the  Rev. 
F.  W.  Farrar,  M.A.,  F.R.S.,  etc.,  etc,  2iid  ed.,  1872,  p.  26  f. 
«  A  System  of  Logic,  by  John  Stuart  Mill,  8th  ed.,  1872,  ii.,  p.  165. 
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peHtio  principii.  Mill  proceeds  to  prove  his  statement,  and  he 
naturally  argues  that,  tf  observations  or  experiments  have  been 
repeated  so  often,  and  by  so  many  persons,  as  to  exclude  all  supposi- 
tion of  error  in  the  observer,  a  law  of  nature  is  established ;  and  so  long 
as  this  law  is  received  as  such,  the  assertion  that  on  any  particular 
occasion  the  cause  A  took  place,  and  yet  the  effect  B  did  not 
follow,  without  any  cfmnteracting  cause^  must  be  disbelieved.  In 
feet,  as  he  winds  up  this  part  of  the  argument  by  saying :  "  We 
cannot  admit  a  proposition  as  a  law  of  nature,  and  yet  believe  a 
feet  in  real  contradiction  to  it.  We  must  disbelieve  the  alleged 
feet,  or  believe  that  we  were  mistaken  in  admitting  the  supposed 
law."*  Mill  points  out,  however,  that,  in  order  that  any  alleged 
feet  should  be  contradictory  to  a  law  of  causation,  the  allegation 
must  be  not  simply  that  the  cause  existed  without  being  followed 
by  the  effect,  but  that  this  happened  in  the  absence  of  any 
adequate  counteracting  cause.  "  Now,  in  the  case  of  an  alleged 
miracle,  the  assertion  is  the  exact  opposite  of  this.  It  is,  that  the 
effect  was  defeated,  not  in  the  absence,  but  in  consequence  of  a 
counteracting  cause — namely,  a  direct  interposition  of  an  act  of 
the  will  of  some  being  who  has  power  over  nature ;  and  in  par- 
ticular of  a  Being  whose  will,  being  assumed  to  have  endowed  all 
the  causes  with  the  powers  by  which  they  produce  their  effects, 
may  well  be  supposed  able  to  counteract  them.""  A  miracle, 
then,  is  no  contradiction  to  the  law  of  cause  and  effect;  it  is 
merely  a  new  effect  supposed  to  be  introduced  by  the  introduction 
of  a  new  cause ;  "  of  the  adequacy  of  that  cause,  if  present^^ 
there  can  be  no  doubt;  and  the  only  antecedent  improbability 
which  can  be  ascribed  to  the  miracle  is  the  improbability  that 
any  such  cause  existed."  Mill  then  continues,  resuming  his 
criticism  on  Hume's  argument :  "  All,  therefore,  which  Hume  has 
made  out,  and  this  he  must  be  considered  to  have  made  out,  is 
that  (at  least  in  the  imperfect  state  of  our  knowledge  of  natural 
agencies,  which  leaves  it  always  possible  that  some  of  the  physical 
antecedents  may  have  been  hidden  from  us)  no  evidence  can 
prove  a  miracle  to  any  one  who  did  not  previously  believe  the 
existence  of  a  being  or  beings  with  supernatural  power ;  or  who 
believes  himself  to  have  full  proof  that  the  character  of  the  Being 
whom  he  recognises  is  inconsistent  with  his  having  seen  fit  to 
interfere  on  the  occasion  in  question."  Mill  proceeds  to  enlarge 
on  this  conclusion.  "If  we  do  not  already  believe  in  super- 
natural agencies,  no  miracle  can  prove  to  us  their  existence.  The 
miracle  itself,  considered  merely  as  an  extraordinary  fact,  may  be 
satisfactorily  certified  by  our  senses  or  by  testimony ;  but  nothing 

*  Mill,  Logicy  ii.,  p.  166  f.  »  7J.,  ii.,  p.  167. 

3  The  itali<»are  oars. 
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can  ever  prove  that  it  is  a  miracle.  There  is  still  another  possible 
hypothesis,  that  of  its  being  the  result  of  some  unknown  natural 
cause ;  and  this  possibility  cannot  be  so  completely  shut  out  as  to 
leave  no  alternative  but  that  of  admitting  the  existence  and  inter- 
vention of  a  being  superior  to  nature.  Those,  however,  who 
already  believe  in  such  a  being  have  two  hypotheses  to  choose 
from,  a  supernatural  and  an  unknown  natural  agency ;  and  they 
have  to  judge  which  of  the  two  is  the  most  probable  in  the 
particular  case.  In  forming  this  judgment,  an  important  element 
of  the  question  will  be  the  conformity  of  the  result  to  the  laws  of 
the  supposed  agent ;  that  is,  to  the  character  of  the  Deity  as  they 
conceive  it  But,  vrith  the  knowledge  which  we  now  possess  of 
the  general  uniformity  of  the  course  of  nature,  religion,  following 
in  the  wake  of  science,  has  been  compelled  to  acknowledge  the 
government  of  the  universe  as  being  on  the  whole  carried  on  by 
general  laws,  and  not  by  special  interpositions.  To  whoever  holds 
this  belief,  there  is  a  general  presumption  against  any  supposition 
of  divine  agency  not  operating  through  general  laws,  oi^  in  other 
words,  there  is  an  antecedent  improbability  in  every  miracle 
which,  in  order  to  outweigh  it,  requires  an  extraordinary  strength 
of  antecedent  probability  derived  from  the  special  circumstances 
of  the  case."'  Mill  righdy  .considers  that  it  is  not  more  difficult 
to  estimate  this  than  in  the  case  of  other  probabilities.  "  We 
are  seldom,  therefore,  without  the  means  (when  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  are  at  all  known  to  us)  of  judging  how  far  it  is  likely 
that  such  a  cause  should  have  existed  at  that  time  and  place 
without  manifesting  its  presence  by  some  other  marks,  and  (in  the 
case  of  an  unknown  cause)  without  having  hitherto  manifested  its 
existence  in  any  other  instance.  According  as  this  circumstance, 
or  the  falsity  of  the  testimony,  appears  more  improbable,  that  is 
conflicts  with  an  approximate  generalisation  of  a  higher  order, 
we  believe  the  testimony,  or  disbelieve  it:  with  a  stronger  or 
weaker  degree  of  conviction,  according  to  the  preponderance :  at 
least  until  we  have  sifted  the  matter  further.""  This  is  precisely 
Hume's  argument  weakened  by  the  introduction  of  reservations 
which  have  no  cogency. 

We  have  wished  to  avoid  interrupting  Mill's  train  of  reasoning 
by  any  remarks  of  our  own,  and  have,  therefore,  deferred  till  now 
the  following  observations  regarding  his  criticism  on  Hume's 
argument. 

In  reducing  Hume's  celebrated  doctrine  to  the  very  plain  pro- 
position, that  whatever  is  contradictory  to  a  complete  induction  is 
incredible,  Mill  in  no  way  diminishes  its  potency  against  miracles  ; 
and  he  does  not  call  that  proposition  "  harmless  "  in  reference  to 

*»  Mill,  Logic y  ii.,  p.  i68  f.  ^  lb,,  ii.,  p.  169. 
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its  bearing  on  miracles,  as  Dr.  Farrar  evidently  supposes,  but 
merely  in  opposition  to  the  character  of  a  recondite  and 
"dangerous  heresy"  assigned  by  dismayed  theologians  to  so 
obvious  and  simple  a  principle.  The  proposition,  however,  whilst 
it  reduces  Hume's  doctrine  in  the  abstract  to  more  technical  terms, 
does  not  altogether  represent  his  argument  Without  asserting 
that  experience  is  an  absolutely  infallible  guide,  Hume  maintains 
that — "  A  wise  man  proportions  his  belief  to  the  evidence.  In 
such  conclusions  as  are  founded  on  an  infallible  experience,  he 
expects  the  event  with  the  last  degree  of  assurance,  and  regards 
his  past  experience  as  a  ix^  proof  of  the  future  existence  of  that 
event  In  other  cases  he  proceeds  with  more  caution ;  he  weighs 
the  opposite  experiments ;  he  considers  which  side  is  supported  by 
the  greater  number  of  experiments ;  to  that  side  he  inclines  with 
doubt  and  hesitation ;  and  when  at  last  he  fixes  his  judgment,  the 
evidence  exceeds  not  what  we  properly  02^  probability.  All  pro- 
bability, then,  supposes  an  opposition  of  experiments  and  observa- 
tions, where  the  one  side  is  found  to  overbalance  the  other,  and  to 
produce  a  degree  of  evidence  proportioned  to  the  superiority."* 
After  elaborating  this  proposition,  Hume  continues  :  "  A  miracle 
is  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  nature ;  and  as  a  firm  and  unalterable 
experience  has  established  these  laws,  the  proof  against  a  miracle, 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  fact,  is  as  entire  as  any  argument  from 
experience  can  possibly  be  imagined.  Why  is  it  more  than  pro- 
bable that  all  men  must  die ;  that  lead  cannot,  of  itself,  remain 
suspended  in  the  air ;  that  fire  consumes  wood,  and  is  extinguished 
by  water ;  unless  it  be  that  these  events  are  found  agreeable  to  the 
laws  of  nature,  and  there  is  required  a  violation  of  these  laws,  or, 
in  other  words,  a  miracle,  to  prevent  them  ?  Nothing  is  esteemed 
a  miracle  if  it  ever  happened  in  the  common  course  of  nature.  It 
is  no  miracle  that  a  man  seemingly  in  good  health  should  die  on  a 
sudden ;  because  such  a  kind  of  death,  though  more  unusual  than 
any  other,  has  yet  been  frequently  observed  to  happen.  But  it  is 
a  miracle  that  a  dead  man  should  come  to  life,  because  that  has 
never  been  observed  in  any  age  or  country.  There  must,  there- 
fore, be  an  imiform  experience  against  every  miraculous  event, 
otherwise  the  event  would  not  merit  that  appellation.  And  as  an 
imiform  experience  amounts  to  a  proof,  there  is  here  a  direct  and 
fiiU/fV^  from  the  nature  of  the  fact,  against  the  existence  of  any 
miracle ;  nor  can  such  a  proof  be  destroyed,  or  the  miracle 
rendered  credible,  but  by  an  opposite  proof  which  is  superior. 
The  plain  consequence  is  (and  it  is  a  general  maxim  worthy  of  our 
attention)  :  *  That  no  testimony  is  sufficient  to  establish  a  miracle 

*  David  Hume,  Philosophical  Works  ;  Boston  and  Edinburgh,  1854,  iv.,  p. 
126. 
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unless  the  testimony  be  of  such  a  kind  that  its  falsehood  would  be 
more  miraculous  than  the  fact  which  it  endeavours  to  establish ; 
and  even  in  that  case  there  is  a  mutual  destruction  of  arguments, 
and  the  superior  only  gives  us  an  assurance  suitable  to  that  degree 
of  force  which  remains  after  deducting  the  inferior.'  AVhen  any 
one  tells  me  that  he  saw  a  dead  man  restored  to  life,  I  immediately 
consider  with  myself  whether  it  be  more  probable  that  this  person 
should  either  deceive  or  be  deceived,  or  that  the  fact  which  he 
relates  should  really  have  happened.  I  weigh  the  one  miracle 
against  the  other;  and,  according  to  the  superiority  which  I 
discover,  I  pronounce  my  decision,  and  always  reject  the  greater 
miracle.  If  the  falsehood  of  his  testimony  would  be  more 
miraculous  than  the  event  which  he  relates,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
can  he  pretend  to  command  my  belief  or  opinion.*** 

The  ground  upon  which  Mill  admits  that  a  miracle  may  not  be 
contradictory  to  complete  induction  is  that  it  is  not  an  assertion 
that  a  certain  cause  was  not  followed  by  a  certain  effect,  but  an 
allegation  of  the  interference  of  an  adequate  counteracting  cause. 
This  does  not,  however,  by  his  own  showing,  remove  a  miracle 
from  the  action  of  Hume's  principle,  but  simply  modifies  the 
nature  of  the  antecedent  improbability.  Mill  qualifies  his 
admission  regarding  the  effect  of  the  alleged  counteracting  cause 
by  the  all-important  words,  "  if  present " ;  for,  in  order  to  be  valid, 
the  reality  of  the  alleged  counteracting  cause  must  be  established, 
which  is  impossible,  therefore  the  allegations  fall  to  the  ground. 

In  admitting  that  Hume  has  made  out  that  no  evidence  can 
prove  a  miracle  to  any  one  who  does  not  previously  believe  in  a 
being  of  supernatural  power  willing  to  work  miracles,  Mill 
concedes  everything  to  Hume,  for  his  only  limitation  is  based 
upon  a  supposition  of  mere  personal  belief  in  something  which  is 
not  capable  of  proof,  and  which  belief,  therefore,  is  not  more  valid 
than  any  other  purely  imaginary  h}^thesis.  The  belief  may 
seem  substantial  to  the  individual  entertaining  it,  but,  not  being 
capable  of  proof,  it  cannot  have  weight  with  others,  or  in  any  way 
affect  the  value  of  evidence  in  the  abstract. 

The  assumption  of  a  Personal  Deity  working  miracles  is  excluded 
by  Hume's  argument,  and,  although  Mill  apparently  overlooks  the 
fact,  Hume  has  not  only  anticipated  but  refuted  the  reasoning 
which  is  based  upon  it.  In  the  succeeding  chapter  on  a  Particular 
Providence  and  a  Future  State  he  directly  disposes  of  such  an 
assumption,  but  he  does  so  vnth  equal  effect  also  in  the  essay 
which  we  are  discussing.  Taking  an  imaginar)-  miracle  as  an 
illustration,  he  argues  :  "  Though  the  Being  to  whom  the  miracle 
is  ascribed  be  in  this  case  Almighty,  it  does  not  upon  that  account 

'  HuQie,  r/itVos.  JVorJi's,  iv.,  p.  130  ff. 
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become  a  whit  more  probable ;  since  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
know  the  attributes  or  actions  of  such  a  Being  otherwise  than 
from  the  exp)erience  which  we  have  of  his  productions  in  the 
usual  course  of  nature.  This  still  reduces  us  to  post  observation, 
and  obliges  us  to  compare  the  instances  of  the  violation  of  truth 
in  the  testimony  of  men  with  those  of  the  violation  of  the  laws 
of  nature  by  miracles,  in  order  to  judge  which  of  them  is  most 
likely  and  probable.  As  the  violations  of  truth  are  more  commcm  in 
die  testimony  concerning  religious  miracles  than  in  that  concerning 
any  other  matter  of  feet,  this  must  diminish  very  much  the  authority 
of  the  former  testimony,  and  make  us  form  a  general  resolution  never 
to  lend  any  attention  to  it,  with  whatever  specious  pretence  it  may  be 
covered."'  A  person  who  believes  anything  contradictory  to  a 
com[^ete  induction  merely  on  the  strength  of  an  assumption  which 
is  incapable  of  proof  is  simply  credulous  ;  but  such  an  assumption 
cannot  affect  the  real  evidence  for  that  thing. 

The  argument  of  Paley  against  Hume  is  an  illustration  of  the 
reasonii^  suggested  by  Mill.  Paley  allies  the  interposition  of  a 
Personal  Deity  in  explanation  of  miracles,  but  he  protests  that  he 
does  not  assume  the  attributes  of  the  Deity  or  the  existence  of  a 
future  Estate  in  order  to  pr&oe  their  reality.  "That  reality,"  he 
admits,  "always  must  be  proved  by  evidence.  We  assert  only 
that  in  miracles  adduced  in  suj^wrt  of  revelation  there  is  not  such 
antecedent  improbability  as  no  testimony  can  surmount."  His 
argument  culminates  in  the  short  statement :  "  In  a  word,  once 
believe  that  there  is  a  God  [/>.,  a  Personal  God,  working  miracles], 
and  miracles  are  not  incredible."^  We  have  already  quoted 
Hume's  refutation  of  this  reasoning,  and  we  may  at  once  proceed 
to  the  final  argument  by  which  Paley  endeavours  to  overthrow 
Hume's  doctrine,  and  upon  which  he  mainly  rests  his  case. 

"  But  the  short  consideration,"  he  says,  "  which,  independently 
of  every  other,  convinces  me  that  there  is  no  solid  fouiidation  in 
Mr.  Hume's  conclusion  is  the  following:  Wlien  a  theorem  is 
proposed  to  a  mathematician,  the  first  thing  he  does  with  it  is  to 
try  it  upon  a  simple  case,  and  if  it  produces  a  false  result  he  is 
sure  that  there  must  be  some  mistake  in  the  demonstration. 
Now,  to  proceed  in  this  way  with  what  may  be  called  Mr.  Hume's 
theorem.  If  twelve  men,  whose  probity  and  good  sense  I  had 
long  known,  should  seriously  and  circumstantially  relate  to  me  an 
account  of  a  miracle  wrought  before  their  eyes,  and  in  which  it 
was  impossible  that  they  should  be  deceived ;  if  the  governor  of 
the  country,  hearing  a  rumour  of  this  account,  should  call  these 

'  Hume,  Philos..  Worksy  iv.,  p.  148. 

^  Paley,  A  View  of  the  Evidences  of  Christianity^  **  Preparatory  Con- 
siderations.*' 
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men  into  his  presence,  and  offer  them  a  short  proposal,  either  to 
confess  the  imposture  or  submit  to  be  tied  up  to  a  gibbet ;  if  they 
should  refuse  with  one  voice  to  acknowledge  that  there  existed 
any  falsehood  or  imposture  in  the  case ;  if  this  threat  was  com- 
municated to  them  separately,  yet  with  no  different  effect ;  if  it 
was  at  last  executed ;  if  I  myself  saw  them,  one  after  another, 
consenting  to  be  racked,  burned,  or  strangled,  rather  than  give  up 
the  truth  of  their  account — still,  if  Mr.  Hume's  rule  be  my  guide, 
I  am  not  to  believe  them.  Now,  I  undertake  to  say  that  there 
exists  not  a  sceptic  in  the  world  who  would  not  believe  them;  or 
who  would  defend  such  incredulity."* 

It  is  obvious  that  this  reasoning,  besides  being  purely  hypo- 
thetical, is  utterly  without  cogency  against  Hume's  doctrine.  The 
evidence  of  the  twelve  men  simply  amounts  to  a  statement  that 
they  saw,  or  fancied  that  they  saw,  a  certain  occurrence  in  contra- 
diction to  the  law ;  but  that  which  they  actually  saw  was  an 
•external  phenomenon,  the  real  nature  of  which  is  a  mere  inference, 
and  an  inference  which,  from  the  necessarily  isolated  position  of 
the  miraculous  phenomenon,  is  neither  supported  by  other 
instances  capable  of  forming  a  complete  counter  induction,  nor 
by  analogies  within  the  order  of  nature."  The  bare  inference 
from  an  occurrence  supposed  to  have  been  witnessed  by  twelve 
men  is  all  that  is  opposed  to  the  law  of  nature,  which  is  based 
iipon  a  complete  induction,  and  it  is,  therefore,  incredible. 

If  we  examine  Paley's  "  simple  case "  a  little  more  closely, 
however,  we  find  that  not  only  is  it  utterly  inadmissible  as  a 
h5^othesis,  but  that  as  an  illustration  of  the  case  of  Gospel 
miracles  it  is  completely  devoid  of  relevancy  and  argumentative 
force.  The  only  point  which  gives  a  momentary  value  to  the 
supposed  instance  is  the  condition  attached  to  the  account  of  the 
miracle  related  by  the  twelve  men,  that  not  only  was  it  wrought 
before  their  eyes,  but  that  it  was  one  "  in  which  it  was  impossible 
that  they  should  be  deceived."  Now,  this  qualification  of  infalli- 
bility on  the  part  of  the  twelve  witnesses  is  as  incredible  as  the 
miracle  which  they  are  supposed  to  attest.  The  existence  of 
twelve  men  incapable  of  error  or  mistake  is  as  opposed  to  experi- 
ence as  the  hypothesis  of  a  miracle  in  which  it  is  impossible  for 
the  twelve  men  to  be  deceived  is  contradictory  to  reason.  The 
■exclusion  of  all  error  in  the  observation  of  the  actual  occurrence 
and  its  antecedents  and  consequences,  whose  united  sum  con- 
stitutes the  miracle,  is  an  assumption  which  deprives  the  argu- 
ment of  all  potency.  On  the  other  hand,  the  moment  the 
possibility  of  error  is  admitted  the  reasoning  breaks  down, 
for  the  probability  of  error  on  the  part  of  the  observers,  either  as 

'  Foley,  1.  c.  «  Cf.  Mill,  System  of  Logic,  ii.,  p.  i66  f. 
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regards  the  external  phenomena  or  the  inferences  drawn  from 
them,  being  so  infinitely  greater  than  the  probability  of  mistake  in 
the  complete  induction,  we  must  unquestionably  reject  the  testi- 
mony of  the  twelve  men. 

It  need  scarcely  be  said  that  the  assertion  of  liability  to  error 
on  the  part  of  the  observers  by  no  means  involves  any  insinuation 
of  wilful  "  falsehood  or  imposture  in  the  case."  It  is  quite  intel- 
ligible that  twelve  men  might  witness  an  occurrence  which  might 
seem  to  them  and  others  miraculous — but  which  was  susceptible 
of  a  perfectly  natural  explanation — ^and  truthfully  relate  what  they 
believed  to  have  seen,  and  that  they  might,  therefore,  refuse 
"  with  one  voice  to  acknowledge  that  there  existed  any  falsehood 
or  imposture  in  the  case,"  even  although  the  alternative  might  be 
death  on  a  gibbet.  This,  however,  would  in  no  way  affect  the 
character  of  the  actual  occurrence.  It  would  not  convert  a 
natural,  though  by  them  inexplicable,  phenomenon  into  a  miracle. 
Their  constancy  in  adhering  to  the  account  they  had  given  would 
merely  bear  upon  the  truth  of  their  own  statements,  and  the  fact 
of  seeing  them  "one  after  another  consenting  to  be  racked, 
burned,  or  strangled,  rather  than  give  up  the  truth  of  their 
accoimt,"  would  not  in  the  least  justify  our  believing  m  a  miracle. 
Even  martyrdom  cannot  transform  imaginations  into  facts.  The 
truth  of  a  narrative  is  no  guarantee  for  the  correctness  of  an  infer- 
ence. 

As  regards  the  applicability  of  Pale/s  illustration  to  the  Gospel 
miracles,  the  failure  of  his  analogy  is  complete.  We  shall 
presently  see  the  condition  of  the  people  amongst  whom  these 
miracles  are  supposed  to  have  occurred,  and  that,  so  far  from  the 
nature  of  the  phenomena  and  the  character  of  the  witnesses 
supporting  the  inference  that  it  was  impossible  that  the  observers 
could  have  been  deceived,  there  is  every  reason  for  concluding 
with  certainty  that  their  ignorance  of  natural  laws,  their  proneness 
to  superstition,  their  love  of  the  marvellous,  and  their  extreme 
religious  excitement,  rendered  them  peculiarly  liable  to  incorrect- 
ness in  the  observation  of  the  phenomena,  and  to  error  in  the 
inferences  drawn  from  them.  We  shall  likewise  see  that  we  have 
no  serious  and  circumstantial  accounts  of  those  miracles  from 
eye-witnesses  of  whose  probity  and  good  sense  we  have  any  know- 
ledge, but  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  narratives  of  them  which  we 
possess  were  composed  by  unknown  persons,  who  were  not  eye- 
witnesses at  all,  but  wrote  very  long  after  the  events  related,  and 
in  that  mythic  period  "  in  which  reality  melted  into  fable,  and 
invention  unconsciously  trespassed  on  the  province  of  history. '^ 
The  proposition,  "  That  there  is  satisfactory  evidence  that  many^ 
professing  to  be  original  witnesses  of  the  Christian  miracles  passed 
their  lives  in  labours,  dangers,  and  sufferings,  voluntarily  under- 
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gone  in  attestation  of  the  accounts  which  they  delivered,  and 
solely  in  consequence  of  their  belief  of  these  accounts ;  and  that 
they  also  submitted,  from  the  same  motives,  to  new  rules  of 
conduct,"  is  made  by  Paley  the  argument  of  the  first  nine 
chapters  of  his  work,  as  the  converse  of  the  proposition,  that 
similar  attestation  of  other  miracles  cannot  be  produced,  is  of  the 
following  two.  This  shows  the  importance  which  he  attaches  to 
the  point ;  but,  notwithstanding,  even  if  he  could  substantiate  this 
statement,  the  cause  of  miracles  would  not  be  one  whit  advanced. 
We  have  freely  quoted  these  arguments  in  order  to  illustrate 
the  real  position  of  miracles;  and  no  one  who  has  seriously 
considered  the  matter  can  doubt  the  necessity  for  very  extra- 
ordinary evidence,  even  to  render  the  report  of  such  phenomena 
worthy  of  a  moment's  attention.  The  argument  for  miracles, 
however,  has  hitherto  proceeded  upon  the  merest  assumption,  and, 
as  we  shall  further  see,  the  utmost  that  they  can  do  who  support 
miracles,  under  the  fatal  disadvantage  of  being  contradictory  to 
imiform  experience,  is  to  refer  to  the  alleged  contemporaneous 
nature  of  the  evidence  for  their  occurrence,  and  to  the  character 
of  the  supposed  wtnesses.  Mill  has  ably  shown  the  serious 
misapprehension  of  so  many  wTiters  against  Hume's  Essc^  on 
Miracles  which  has  led  them  to  what  he  calls  "  the  extraordinary 
conclusion  that  nothing  supported  by  credible  testimony  ought 
ever  to  be  disbelieved."*  In  regard  to  historical  facts,  not  contra- 
dictory to  all  experience,  simple  and  impartial  testimony  may  be 
sufficient  to  warrant  belief ;  but  even  such  qualities  as  these  can 
go  but  a  very  small  way  towards  establishing  the  reality  of  an 
occurrence  which  is  opposed  to  complete  induction.*  It  is 
admitted  that  the  evidence  requisite  to  establish  the  reality  of  a 
supernatural  Divine  revelation  of  doctrines  beyond  human  reason, 
and  comprising  in  its  very  essence  such  stupendous  miracles  as 
the  Incarnation,  Resurrection,  and  Ascension,  must  be  miraculous. 
The  evidence  for  the  miraculous  evidence,  which  is  scarcely  less 
astounding  than  the  contents  of  the  revelation  itself,  must, 
logically,  be  miraculous  also,  for  it  is  not  a  whit  more  easy  to 
prove  the  reality  of  an  evidential  miracle  than  of  a  dogmatic 
miracle.  It  is  evident  that  the  resurrection  of  Lazarus,  for  instance, 
is  as  contradictory  to  complete  induction  as  the  resurrection  of 
Jesus.  Both  the  supernatural  religion,  therefore,  and  its  super- 
natural evidence  labour  under  the  fatal  disability  of  being 
antecedently  incredible. 


»  Mill,  Lcgicy  ii.,  pp.  173,  175.  "  Cf.  Mill,  Logic,  ii.,  p.  168. 
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CHAPTER   IV. 

THE    AGE   OF   MIRACLES 

Let  us  now,  however,  proceed  to  examine  the  evidence  for  the 
reality  of  miracles,  and  to  inquire  whether  they  are  supported  by 
such  an  amount  of  testimony  as  can  in  any  degree  outweigh  the 
reasons  which,  antecedently,  seem  to  render  them  incredible.  It 
is  undeniable  that  belief  in  the  miraculous  has  gradually  been  dis- 
pelled, and  that,  as  a  general  rule,  the  only  miracles  which  are 
now  maintained  are  limited  to  brief  and  distant  periods  of  time. 
Faith  in  their  reality,  once  so  comprehensive,  does  not,  except 
amongst  a  certain  class,  extend  beyond  the  miracles  of  the  New 
Testament  and  a  few  of  those  of  the  Old,  and  the  countless 
myriads  of  ecclesiastical  and  other  miracles,  for  centuries  devoutly 
and  implicitly  believed,  are  now  commonly  repudiated,  and  have 
sunk  into  discredit  and  contempt  The  question  is  inevitably 
suggested  how  so  much  can  be  abandoned  and  the  remnant  still 
be  upheld. 

As  an  essential  part  of  our  inquiry  into  the  value  of  the  evidence 
for  miracles,  we  must  endeavour  to  ascertain  whether  those  who 
are  said  to  have  witnessed  the  supposed  miraculous  occurrences 
were  either  competent  to  appreciate  them  aright,  or  likely  to  report 
them  without  exaggeration.  For  this  purpose,  we  must  consider 
what  was  known  of  the  order  of  nature  in  the  age  in  which 
miracles  are  said  to  have  taken  place,  and  what  was  the  intellectual 
character  of  the  people  amongst  whom  they  are  reported  to  have 
been  performed.  Nothing  is  more  rare,  even  amongst  intelligent 
and  ciiltivated  men,  than  accuracy  of  observation  and  correctness 
of  report,  even  in  matters  of  sufficient  importance  to  attract  vivid 
attention,  and  in  which  there  is  no  special  interest  unconsciously 
to  bias  the  observer.  It  will  scarcely  be  denied,  however,  that  in 
persons  of  fervid  imagination,  and  with  a  strong  natural  love  of  the 
marvellous,  whose  minds  are  not  only  unrestrained  by  specific 
knowledge,  but  predisposed  by  superstition  towards  false  con- 
clusions, the  probabihty  of  inaccuracy  and  exaggeration  is 
enormously  increased.  If  we  add  to  this  such  a  disturbing 
element  as  religious  excitement,  inaccuracy,  exaggeration,  and 
extravagance  are  certain  to  occur.  The  effect  of  even  one  of 
these  influences,  religious  feeling,  in  warping  the  judgment  is 
admitted  by  one   of  the   most  uncompromising  supporters  of 
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miracles.  "  It  is  doubtless  the  tendency  of  religious  minds,"  says 
Newman,  "to  imagine  mysteries  and  wonders  where  there  are 
none ; .  and  much  more,  where  causes  of  awe  really  exist,  will  they 
unintentionally  misstate,  exaggerate,  and  embellish,  when  they 
set  themselves  to  relate  what  they  have  witnessed  or  have  heard  "; 
and  he  adds :  "  And  further,  the  imagination,  as  is  well  knoi^n,  is 
a  fruitful  cause  of  apparent  miracles."^  We  need  not  offer  any 
evidence  that,  the  miracles  which  we  have  to  examine  were 
witnessed  and  reported  by  persons  exposed  to  the  effects  of  the 
strongest  possible  religious  feeling  and  excitement,  and  our  atten- 
tion may,  therefore,  be  more  freely  directed  to  the  inquiry  how  far 
this  influence  was  modified  by  other  circumstances.  Did  the 
Jews  at  the  time  of  Jesus  possess  such  calmness  of  judgment  and 
sobriety  of  imagination  as  to  inspire  us  with  any  confidence  in 
accounts  of  marvellous  occurrences,  unwitnessed  except  by  them, 
and  limited  to  their  time,  which  contradict  all  knowledge  and  all 
experience  ?  Were  their  minds  suflSciently  enlightened  and  free 
from  superstition  to  warrant  our  attaching  weight  to  their  report  of 
events  of  such  an  astounding  nature  ?  and  were  they  themselves 
suflficiently  impressed  with  the  exceptional  character  of  any 
apparent  supernatural  and  miraculous  interference  with  the  order 
of  nature  ?  * 

Let  an  English  historian  and  divine,  who  will  be  acknow- 
ledged as  no  prejudiced  witness,  bear  testimony  upon  some  of 
these  points.  "Nor  is  it  less  important,"  says  Dean  Milman, 
"  throughout  the  early  history  of  Christianity,  to  seize  the  spirit  of 
the  times.  Events  which  appear  to  us  so  extraordinary  that  we 
can  scarcely  conceive  that  they  should  either  fail  in  exciting  a 
powerful  sensation  or  ever  be  obliterated  from  the  popular  remem- 
brance, in  their  own  day  might  pass  off  as  of  little  more  than 
ordinary  occurrence.  During  the  whole  life  of  Christ,  and  the 
early  propagation  of  the  religion,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
they  took  place  in  an  age,  and  among  a  people,  which  superstition 
had  made  so  familiar  with  what  were  supposed  to  be  preternatural 
events  that  wonders  awakened  no  emotion,  or  were  speedily 
superseded  by  some  new  demand  on  the  ever-ready  belief.  The 
Jews  of  that  period  not  only  believed  that  the  Supreme  Being  had 
the  power  of  controlling  the  course  of  nature,  but  that  the  same 
influence  was  possessed  by  multitudes  of  subordinate  spirits,  both 
good  and  evil.  Where  the  pious  Christian  of  the  present  day 
would  behold  the  direct  agency  of  the  Almighty,  the  Jews  would 

'  J.  H.  Newman,  Two  Essays  on  Scripture  MiracUs  and  on  Ecclesiasiical, 
1870,  p.  171.  This  passage  occurs  in  a  reply  to  the  argument  against  admitting 
ecclesiastical  miracles  as  a  whole,  or  against  admitting  certain  of  them,  that 
certain  others  are  rejected  on  all  hands  as  fictitious  or  pretended. 
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invariably  have  interposed  an  angel  as  the  author  or  ministerial 
agent  in  the  wonderftil  transaction.  Where  the  Christian  moralist 
would  condemn  the  fierce  passion,  the  ungovernable  lust,  or  the 
inhuman  temper,  the  Jew  discerned  the  workings  of  diabolical 
possession.  Scarcely  a  malady  was  endured,  or  crime  committed, 
which  was  not  traced  to  the  operation  of  one  of  these  myriad 
dasmons,  who  watched  every  opportunity  of  exercising  their  malice 
in  the  sufferings  and  the  sins  of  men."' 

Another  English  divine,  of  certainly  not  less  orthodoxy,  but  of 
much  greater  knowledge  of  Hebrew  literature,  bears  similar 
testimony  regarding  the  Jewish  nation  at  the  same  period.  "  Not 
to  be  more  tedious,  therefore,  in  this  matter  "  (regarding  the  Bath 
Kol,  a  Jewish  superstition),  "let  two  things  only  be  observed: 
(i)  That  the  nation,  under  the  second  Temple,  was  given  to 
magical  arts  beyond  measure ;  and  (2)  That  it  was  given  to  an 
easiness  of  believing  all  manner  of  delusions  beyond  measure."* 
And  in  another  place:  "It  is  a  disputable  case,  whether  the 
Jewish  nation  were  more  mad  with  superstition  in  matters  of 
religion,  or  with  superstition  in  curious  arts  : — (i)  There  was  not  a 
people  upon  earth  that  studied  or  attributed  more  to  dreams  than 
they.  (2)  There  was  hardly  any  people  in  the  whole  world  that 
more  used,  or  were  more  fond  of,  amulets,  charms,  mutterings, 
exorcisms,  and  all  kinds  of  enchantments.  We  might  here  produce 
innumerable  instances. "3  We  shall  presently  see  that  these  state- 
ments are  far  from  being  exaggerated. 

No  reader  of  the  Old  Testament-*  can  foil  to  have  been  struck 
by  the  singularly  credulous  fickleness  of  the  Jewish  mind. 
Although  claiming  the  title  of  the  specially  selected  people  of 
Jehovah,  the  Israelites  exhibited  a  constant  and  inveterate 
tendency  to  forsake  his  service  for  the  worship  of  other  gods.  The 
mighty  "signs  and  wonders"  which  God  is  represented  as 
incessantly  working  on  their  behalf,  and  in  their  sight,  had 
j^parently  no  effect  upon  them.  The  miraculous  even  then  had, 
as  it  would  seem,  already  lost  all  novelty,  and  ceased,  according  to 
the  records,  to  excite  more  than  mere  passing  astonishment.  The 
leaders  and  prophets  of  Israel  had  a  perpetual  struggle  to  restrain 


'  History  of  Christianity,  by  H.  H.  Milman,  D.D.,  Dean  of  St.  Paul's; 
Murray,  1867,  i.,  p.  84  f. 

»  John  Lightfoot,  D.D.,  Master  of  Catherine  Hall,  Cambridge.  Horee 
Hebraica  et  Talmudica,  Works  (ed.  Pitman),  xi.,  p.  81,  cf.  p.  170. 

3  /5.,  xi.,  p.  299  f.     Cf.  Schoettgen,  ffone  Hebraicaet  Talmudica,  1733,  p. 

474- 

*  We  do  not,  of  course,  touch  here  upon  the  results  of  critical  examination  of 
the  writings  of  the  Old  Testament,  although  these  completely  confirm  the 
results  of  this  work,  but  simply  refer  to  points  which  bear  upon  our  argument  in 
the  common  view. 
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the  people  from  "  foUovving  after  "  heathen  deities,  and  whilst  the 
burden  of  the  prophets  is  one  long  denunciation  of  the  idolatry 
into  which  the  nation  was  incessantly  falling,  the  verdict  of 
the  historical  books  upon  the  several  kings  and  rulers  of  Israel 
proves  how  common  it  was,  and  how  rare  even  the  nominal 
service  of  Jehovah.  At  the  best,  the  mind  of  the  Jewish  nation, 
only  after  long  and  slow  progression,  attained  the  idea  of  a  perfect 
monotheism,  but  added  to  the  belief  in  Jehovah  the  recognition 
of  a  host  of  other  gods,  over  whom  it  merely  gave  him  supremacy.' 
This  is  apparent  even  in  the  first  commandment :  "  Thou  shalt 
have  no  other  gods  before  me  " ;  and  the  necessity  for  such  a  law 
received  its  illustration  from  a  people  who  are  represented  as 
actually  worshipping  the  golden  calf,  made  for  them  by  the  com- 
plaisant Aaron,  dunng  the  very  time  that  the  great  Decalogue  was 
being  written  on  the  Mount  by  his  colleague  Moses. ^  It  is  not, 
therefore,  to  be  wondered  at  that  at  a  later  period,  and  through- 
out patristic  days,  the  gods  of  the  Greeks  and  other  heathen 
nations  were  so  far  gently  treated  that,  although  repudiated 
as  deities,  they  were  recognised  as  demons.  In  the  Septuagint 
version  of  the  Old  Testament,  where  "  idols  "  are  spoken  of  in  the 
Hebrew,  the  word  is  sometimes  translated  "demons";  as,  for 
instance.  Psalm  xcvi.  5  is  rendered :  "  For  all  the  gods  of  the 
nations  are  demons.  "3  The  same  superstition  is  quite  as  clearly 
expressed  in  the  New  Testament.  The  Apostle  Paul,  for  instance, 
speaking  of  things  sacrificed  to  idols,  says  :  "  But  (I  say)  that  the 
things  which  the  Gentiles  sacrifice,  they  sacrifice  to  demons,  and 
not  to  God ;  and  I  would  not  that  ye  should  be  partakers  with 
demons*  Ye  cannot  drink  the  cup  of  the  Lord,  and  the  cup  of 
demons ;  ye  cannot  partake  of  the  Lord's  table,  and  of  the  table 
of  demons."* 

The  apocryphal  Book  of  1  obit  affords  some  illustration  of  the 
opinions  of  the  more  enlightened  Jews  during  the  last  century 

'  This  is  unconsciously  expressed  ihroughout  the  Bible  in  such  passages  as 
Deut.  X.  17  :  "  For  the  Lord  your  God  is  God  of  gods,  and  Lord  of  lords,  a 
great  God,  a  mighty  and  a  terrible,"  etc.  (cf.  Joshua  xxii.  22,  Deut.  xi.  28, 
xii.  2  ff.,  Ps.  Ixxxix.  6,  7,  and  a  host  of  other  passages). 

^  An  admirable  inquiry  into  the  religion  of  the  Jewish  nation  is  to  be  found 
in  Dr.  A.  Kuenen's  very  able  work,  De  GodsdUmt  van  Israil^  Haarlem. 
Eerste  deel,  1869 ;  tweede  deel,  1870. 

3  "On  Td^Tcs  oX  0€ol  rwr  iOvQy  Scufidvia  (Ps.  xcv.  5,  Sept.).  This  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at,  when  in  so  many  other  passages  the  Israelites  are  repre- 
sented in  the  Hebrew  as  sacrificing  to  devils  when  they  worshipped  other 
gods  :  cf.  Levit.  xvii.  7  ;  Deut.  xxxii.  17  ;  Ps.  cvi.  (Sept.  cv.)  37.  In  Isaiah 
Ixv.  II  the  words  translated  in  the  English  version  **  that  prepare  a  table  for 
that  troop "  are  referred  to  demons  in  the  Septuagint :  koI  ^otfuiiiorref  r^ 
doAfjLwU^  rpdre^ay.  In  Ps.  xcvii.  7  the  word  translated  **gods"  in  the  English 
version  becomes  AyycXoc  ai>rov  in  the  Sept.  (xcvi.  7). 

-•  I  Cor.  X.  20. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE  BOOK  OF  ENOCH  59 


before  the  commencement  of  the  Christian  era.'  The  angel 
Raphael  prescribes,  as  an  infallible  means  of  driving  a  demon  out 
of  man  or  woman  so  effectually  that  it  should  never  more  come 
back,  fumigation  with  the  heart  and  liver  of  a  fish.^  By  this 
exorcism  the  demon  Asmodeus,  who,  from  love  of  Sara,  the 
daughter  of  Raguel,  has  strangled  seven  husbands  who  attempted 
to  marry  her,3  is  overcome,  and  flies  into  **  the  uttermost  parts  of 
Egypt,"  where  the  angel  binds  him.*  The  belief  in  demons,  and 
in  the  necessity  of  exorcism,  is  so  complete  that  the  author  sees 
no  incongruity  in  describing  the  angel  Raphael,  who  has  been 
sent,  in  answer  to  prayer,  specially  to  help  him,  as  instructing 
Tobias  to  adopt  such  means  of  subjecting  demons.  Raphael  is 
described  in  this  book  as  the  angel  of  healing,5  the  office  generally 
assigned  to  him  by  the  Fathers.  He  is  also  represented  as  saying 
of  himself  that  he  is  one  of  the  seven  holy  angels  which  present 
the  prayers  of  the  saints  to  God.^ 

There  are  many  curious  particulars  r^arding  angels  and  demons 
in  the  Book  of  Enoch.  This  work,  which  is  quoted  by  the  author 
of  the  Epistle  of  Jude,7  and  by  some  of  the  Fathers,  as  inspired 
Scripture,  was  supposed  by  Tertullian  to  have  survived  the 
universal  deluge,  or  to  have  been  afterwards  transmitted  by  means 
of  Noah,  the  great-grandson  of  the  author  Enoch.^  It  may  be 
assigned  to  about  a  century  before  Christ,  but  additions  were 
made  to  the  text,  and  more  especially  to  its  angelology,  extending 
probably  to  after  the  commencement  of  our  era.  It  undoubtedly 
represents  views  popularly  prevailing  about  the  epoch  in  which 
we  are  interested.  The  author  not  only  relates  the  fall  of  the 
angels  through  love  for  the  daughters  of  men,  but  gives  the  names 
of  twenty-one  of  them  and  of  their  leaders ;  of  whom  Jequn  was 
he  who  seduced  the  holy  angels,  and  Ashbedl  it  was  who  gave 
them  evil  counsel  and  corrupted  them.9  A  third,  Gadreel,'**  was 
he  who  seduced  Eve.  He  also  taught  to  the  children  of  men  the 
use  and  manufacture  of  all  murderous  weapons,  of  coats  of  mail, 
shields,  swords,  and  of  all  the  implements  of  death.  Another 
evil  angel,  named   Penemue,  taught  them    many  mysteries  of 

'  There  is  mach  discussion  as  to  the  date  of  this  boqk.  It  is  variously 
ascribed  to  periods  rating  from  two  centuries  B.C.,  and  even  earlier,  to  one 
century  after  Christ. 

»  Tobit,  vi.  7.  3  ih.^  iii.  7  f .  ;  vi.  14.  *  Ib.^  viii.  2  f. 

5  73. ,  iii.  17. 

*  /*.,  xii.  15.  Origen  also  states  that  the  archangel  Michael  presents  the 
prayers  of  the  saints  to  God  {Horn,  xiv.  in  Num..,  0pp.  ii.,  p.  323). 

1  V.  14  f. 

*  Tertullian,  De  CuUufem.^  i.  3.  »  Cap.  Ixix.  i.  ff.,  cf.  vi. 

"  In  the  extract  preserved  by  George  Syncellus  in  his  Chronography  (p.  11) 
the  angel  who  taught  the  use  of  weapons  of  war,  etc.,  is  called  Aasel  or 
Azalzel. 
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wisdom.  He  instructed  men  in  the  art  of  writing  with  paper 
(xa/>T»7s)  and  ink,  by  means  of  which,  the  author  remarks, 
many  fall  into  sin  even  to  the  present  day.  Kaodeji,  another 
evil  angel,  taught  the  human  race  all  the  wicked  practices  of 
spirits  and  demons,'  and  also  magic  and  exorcism."  The  offspring 
of  the  fallen  angels  and  of  the  daughters  of  men  were  giants, 
whose  height  was  3,000  ells  ;3  of  these  are  the  demons  working 
evil  upon  earth.*  Azazel  taught  men  various  arts :  the  making 
of  bracelets  and  ornaments ;  the  use  of  cosmetics,  the  way  to 
beautify  the  eyebrows ;  precious  stones,  and  all  dye-stuffs  and 
metals ;  whilst  other  wicked  angels  instructed  them  in  all  kinds  of 
pernicious  knowledge.  5  The  elements  and  all  the  phenomena  of 
nature  are  controlled  and  produced  by  the  agency  of  angels. 
Uriel  is  the  angel  of  thunder  and  earthquakes ;  Raphael,  of  the 
spirits  of  men ;  Raguel  is  the  angel  who  executes  vengeance  on 
the  world  and  the  stars;  Michael  is  set  over  the  best  of  mankind — 
/>.,  over  the  people  of  Israel  f  Saraqiel,  over  the  souls  of  the 
children  of  men  who  are  misled  by  the  spirits  of  sin ;  and  Gabriel 
is  over  serpents  and  over  Paradise,  and  over  the  Cherubim.7 
Enoch  is  sho\^'n  the  mystery  of  all  the  operations  of  nature  and 
the  action  of  the  elements,  and  he  describes  the  spirits  which 
guide  them  and  control  the  thunder  and  lightning  and  the  winds ; 
the  spirit  of  the  seas,  who  curbs,  them  with  his  might,  or  tosses 
them  forth  and  scatters  them  through  the  mountains  of  the  earth ; 
the  spirit  of  hoar  frost,  and  the  spirit  of  hail,  and  the  spirit  of 
snow.  There  are,  in  fact,  special  spirits  set  over  every  phenomenon 
of  nature — ^frost,  thaw,  mist,  rain,  light,  and  so  on.®  The  heavens 
and  the  earth  are  filled  with  spirits.  Raphael  is  the  angel  set 
over  all  the  diseases  and  wounds  of  mankind,  Gabriel  over  all 
powers,  and  Fanuel  over  the  penitence  and  the  hope  of  those 
who  inherit  eternal  life.9  The  decree  for  the  destruction  of  the 
human  race  goes  forth  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  because 
men  know  all  the  mysteries  of  the  angels,  all  the  6vil  works  of 
Satan,  and  all  the  secret  might  and  power  of  those  who  practise 
the  art  of  magic,  and  the  power  of  conjuring  and  such  arts.'**  The 
stars  are  represented  as  animated  beings.  Enoch  sees  seven 
stars  bound  together  in  space  like  great  mountains,  and  flaming 
as  with  fire;  and  he  inquires  of  the  angel  who  leads  him,  on 
account  of  what  sin  they  are  so  bound  ?  Uriel  informs  him  that 
they  are  stars  which  have  transgressed  the  commands  of   the 


'  Enoch,  c.  Ixix.  «  C.  vii. 

3  C.  vii.  2  :  one  MS.  has  300.  -•  C.  xv.  5  c.  viii. 

*  Cf.  Daniel  x.  13,  21  ;  xii.  i.     •  7  C.  xx. 

*  Enoch,  c.  Ix.  12  ff.,  cf.  xli.  xxxiv. 

9  C.  xl.  9  f.,  cf.  xxxix.  "  C.  Ixv.  6  ff. 
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Highest  God,  and  they  are  thus  bound  until  ten  thousand  worlds, 
the  number  of  the  days  of  their  transgression,  shall  be  accomplished.' 
The  belief  that  sun,  moon,  and  stars  were  living  entities  possessed 
of  souls  was  generally  held  by  the  Jews  at  the  beginning  of  our 
era,  along  with  Greek  philosophers,  and  we  shall  presently  see 
it  expressed  by  the  Fathers.  Philo  Judaeus  considers  the  stars 
spiritual  beings  full  of  virtue  and  perfection,*  and  that  to  them  is 
granted  lordship  over  other  heavenly  bodies,  not  absolute,  but  as 
viceroys  under  the  Supreme  Being. 3  We  find  a  similar  view 
regarding  the  nature  of  the  stars  expressed  in  the  Apocalypse,** 
and  it  constantly  appears  in  the  Talmud  and  Targums.  An 
angel  of  the  sun  and  moon  is  described  in  the  Ascensio  Isaiah 

We  are  able  to  obtain  a  full  and  minute  conception  of  the 
belief  r^arding  angels  and  demons  and  their  influence  over 
cosmical  phenomena,  as  well  as  of  other  superstitions  current 
amongst  the  Jews  at  the  time  of  Jesus,  from  the  Talmud, 
Targums,  and  other  Rabbinical  sources.  We  cannot,  however, 
do  more,  here,  than  merely  glance  at  these  voluminous  materials. 
The  angels  are  perfectly  pure  spirits,  without  sin,  and  not  visible 
to  mortal  eyes.  When  they  come  down  to  earth  on  any  mission, 
they  are  clad  in  light  and  veiled  in  air.  If,  however,  they  remain 
longer  than  seven  days  on  earth,  they  become  so  clogged  with  the 
earthly  matter  in  which  they  have  been  immersed  that  they  cannot 
again  ascend  to  the  upper  heavens.*^  Their  multitude  is  iimumer- 
able,7  and  new  angels  are  every  day  created,  who  in  succession 
praise  God  and  maJce  way  for  others.^  The  expression,  "  host  of 
heaven,"  is  a  common  one  in  the  Old  Testament,  and  the  idea 
was  developed  into  a  heavenly  army.  The  first  Gospel  represents 
Jesus  as  speaking  of  "more  than  twelve  legions  of  angels."^ 
Every  angel  has  one  particular  duty  to  perform,  and  no  more ; 
thus  of  the  three  angels  who  appeared  to  Abraham,  one  was  sent 
to  announce  that  Sarah  should  have  a  son,  the  second  to  rescue 
Lot,  and  the  third  to  destroy   Sodom  and  Gomorrah.'*'     The 

'  C.  xxi.,  cf.  xviii.  13  f. 

»  De  Mundo  opificio,  §  48;  De  GigantibuSy  §  2,  cf.  De  Somniis,  i.,  §  4  f.,  §  22. 

3  De  Monorchia^  ^-j  §  i-  '*  Rev.  i.  20,  iii.  i,  iv.  5,  ix.  i,  etc. 

5  C.  iv.  18.  This  work  referred  to  by  Origen  {Ep.  ad  A/rzcanum), 
Epiphanius  {Ifar,  xl.  2,  Ixvii.  3),  Jerome  (in  Esaia,  Ixiv.  4),  and  others 
(of.  Fabricius,  Cod.  Vet.  Tes%  i.,  p.  1086  ff.),  as  *Aj'oj8art/c(Ji' *H(ratou,  is  dated 
variously  from  the  middle  of  the  nrst  to  the  beginning  of  the  third  century. 
The  work,  long  lost,  was  discovered  and  publish^  by  Lawrence,  in  1819. 

*  Sohar,  Genesis^  p.  124,  p.  266 ;  Pirke  ElUser^  xlvi. ;  Eisenmenger,  Enid, 
Jud.i  ii.,  p.  387  f.  ;  Gfrorer,  Dasjahrh.  d.  Heils^  i.,  p.  366. 

7  Hieros.  Targ.  Exod.^  xii.  12,  xxxiii.  23  ;  Deut.  xxxiv.  5,  etc.,  etc. 

^  Chagigah  Bad.,  p.  14,  I,  2 ;  Eisenmenger,  id.,  ii.,  p.  371  ff. 

5  Matt.  xxvi.  53. 

"  Hieros.  Targ.  Genes.,  xvii.  2 ;  Gfrorer,  ib.,  \.,  p.  363  f. 
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angels  serve  God  in  the  administration  of  the  universe,  and  to 
special  angels  are  assigned  the  diflferent  parts  of  nature.  "  There 
is  not  a  thing  in  the  world,  not  even  a  little  herb,  over  which 
there  is  not  an  angel  set,  and  everything  happens  according  to  the 
command  of  these  appointed  angels."'  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  agency  of  angels  is  frequently  introduced  in  the  Old 
Testament,  and  still  more  so  in  the  Septuagint  version,  by  altera- 
tions of  the  text.  One  notable  case  of  such  agency  may  be 
referred  to,  where  the  pestilence  which  is  sent  to  punish  David  for 
numbering  the  people  is  said  to  be  caused  by  an  angel,  whom 
David  even  sees.  The  Lord  is  represented  as  repenting  of  the 
evil,  when  the  angel  was  stretching  forth  his  hand  against 
Jerusalem,  and  bidding  him  stay  his  hand  after  the  angel  had 
destroyed  seventy  thousand  men  by  the  pestilence.*  This  theory 
of  disease  has  prevailed  until  comparatively  recent  times.  The 
names  of  many  of  the  superintending  angels  are  given — as,  for 
instance  :  Jehuel  is  set  over  fire,  Michael  over  water,  Jechiel  over 
wild  beasts,  and  Anpiel  over  birds.  Over  cattle  Hariel  is 
appointed,  and  Samniel  over  created  things  moving  in  the  waters, 
and  over  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  Messaimahel  over  reptiles,  Deliel 
over  fish.  Ruchiel  is  set  over  the  winds,  Gabriel  over  thunder 
and  also  over  fire,  and  over  the  ripening  of  fruit;  Nuriel  over  hail, 
Makturiel  over  rocks,  Alpiel  over  fruit-bearing  trees,  Saroel  over 
those  which  do  not  bear  fruit,  and  Sandalfon  over  the  human 
race ;  and  under  each  of  these  there  are  subordinate  angels.3  It 
was  believed  that  there  were  two  angels  of  Death,  one  for  those 
who  died  out  of  the  land  of  Israel,  who  was  an  evil  angel,  called 
Samael  (and  at  other  times  Satan,  Asmodeus,  etc.),  and  the  other, 
who  presided  over  the  dead  of  the  land  of  Israel,  the  holy  angel 
Gabriel ;  and  under  these  there  was  a  host  of  evil  spirits 
and  angels.^  We  shall  presently  see  how  general  this  belief 
r^arding  angels  was  amongst  the  Fathers,  but  it  is  also  expressed 
in  the  New  Testament.  In  the  Apocalypse  there  appears  an  angel 
who  has  power  over  fire,s  and  in  another  place  four  angels  have 
power  to  hurt  the  earth  and  the  sea.^     The  angels  were  likewise 

^  Jalkut  Chadasch,  p.  147,  3  ;  Eisenmenger,  ib.y  ii.,  p.  376  ff.  ;  Gfrorer,  ib.^  i., 

*  2  Sam.  XXIV.  15  f. 

3  Berith  Minuchay  p.  37,  i  ;  cf.  Tract  Pesachimy  jj.  ri8,  r,  2  ;  SanhediiUy 
95,  2  ;  Eisenmenger,  ib.^  ii.,  p.  378  ff ;  Gfrorer,^.,  i.,  p.  369.  The  Targum 
upon  I  Kings  xix.  11,  12,  reads :  **  A  host  of  the  angels  of  the  wind,  a  host 
of  the  angels  of  commotion,  a  host  of  the  angels  of  fire  ;  and  after  the  host  of 
the  angels  of  fire,  the  voice  of  the  silent  singers."  Lightfoot,  Hora  Heb.  et. 
Talm.y  Works,  xii.,  p.  35. 

*  Bava  Mezia^  36,  I  ;  Succahj  53,  I  ;  Bava  Bathra,  16,  I  ;  Eisenmenger, 
ib.,  i.,  p.  821  f.,  p.  854  ff. ;  Lightfoot,  ib.,  xii.,  p.  428,  p.  507  f.  ;  Schoettgen, 
Ilora  Heb  et  Talm,^  p.  935. 

s  C.  xiv.  18.  ^  C.  vii.  2,  cf.  ix.  11  ;  xix.  17. 
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the  instructors  of  men,  and  communicated  knowledge  to  the 
Patriarchs.  The  angel  Gabriel  taught  Joseph  the  seventy 
Languages  of  the  earth.*  It  appears,  however,  that  there  was 
one  language — the  Syriac — which  the  angels  do  not  understand, 
and  for  this  reason  men  were  not  permitted  to  pray  for  things 
needftil  in  that  tongue."  Angels  are  appointed  as  princes  over  the 
seventy  nations  of  the  world  ;  but  the  Jews  consider  the  angels  set 
over  Gentile  nations  merely  demons.3  The  Septuagint  translation 
of  Deuteronomy  xxxii.  8  introduces  the  statement  into  the  Old 
Testament.  Instead  of  the  Most  High,  when  he  divided  to  the 
nations  their  inheritance,  setting  the  bounds  of  the  people 
"according  to  the  number  of  the  children  of  Israel,"  the  passage 
becomes,  "  according  to  the  number  of  the  angels  of  God " 
(icara  dpiOfjiJi^v  dyyiXtav  $€ov).  The  number  of  the  nations  was 
fixed  at  seventy,  the  number  of  the  souls  who  went  down  into 
Egjrpt.-*  The  Jerusalem  Targum  on  Genesis  xi.  7,  8,  reads  as 
follows  :  "  God  spake  to  the  seventy  angels  which  stand  before 
him  :  Come,  let  us  go  down  and  confound  their  language  that  they 
may  not  understand  each  other.  And  the  word  of  the  Lord 
appeared  there  (at  Babel),  with  the  seventy  angels,  according  to  the 
seventy  nations,  and  each  had  the  language  of  the  people  which 
was  allotted  to  him,  and  the  record  of  the  writing  in  his  hand,  and 
scattered  the  nations  from  thence  over  the  whole  earth  in  seventy 
languages,  so  that  the  one  did  not  understand  what  the  other 
said."5  Michael  was  the  angel  of  the  people  of  Israel,^  and  he  is 
always  set  in  the  highest  place  amongst  the  angels,  and  often 
called  the  High  Priest  of  Heaven.7  It  was  believed  that  the 
angels  of  the  nations  fought  in  heaven  when  their  allotted  peoples 
made  war  on  earth.  We  see  an  allusion  to  this  in  the  Book  of 
Daniel,®  and  in  the  Apocaljrpse  there  is  "  war  in  heaven  ;  Michael 
and  his  angels  fought  against  the  dragon  ;  and  the  dragon  fought 
and  his  angels."^  The  Jews  of  the  time  of  Jesus  not  only  held 
that  there  were  angels  set  over  the  nations,  but  also  that  each 

*  Trau/,  Sotahy  33,  I  ;  Gfrorer,  1^.,  i.,  p  366  ff;   Eisenmenger,  ib.^  ii.,  p.  365, 

P-  374  f. 

»  Beracoihy  c.  2;  Bab.  Sckabbafh,  12,  2;  Sotah,  33,  i  ;  Lightfoot,  ib.,  xi., 
p.  22  ;  Eisenmenger,  i^.,  i., p.  675  f.  ;  ii.,  p.  392  f. 

3  Eisenmenger,  ib.,  i.,  p.  005  ff.,  p.  816  f. 

*  Gen.  xlvi.  27,  Exod.  1.  5,  Deut.  x.  22.  Seventy  disciples  were,  therefore, 
chosen  to  preach  the  Gospel,  Luke  x.  i  f.  Of  course,  we  need  not  here  speak 
of  the  import  of  this  number. 

5  Cf.  Pirke  Elieser,  xxiv.  ;  Gfrorer,  ib.,  i.,  p.  370  f.  ;  Eisenmenger,  ib.^  i., 
p.  810.  «  Cf  Daniel  x.  21. 

^  Bab.  Menacoth,  no,  I  ;  Beracoth^  4,  2;  Sohar^  Genes. ^  fol.  17,  col.  66; 
Thosaphtah  ChoiliUy  ii.  6  ;  Talkut  Kttbeniy  80,  I,  92,  4  ;  Sevachi/Uy  62,  i  ; 
Gfrorer,  ib.,  i.,  p.  371  f.  ;  Schoettgen,  ib.y  p.  1219  ff. 

*  X.  10  ff.,  and  more  especially  verse  13.  ^  Q.  xii.  7. 
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individual  had  a  guardian  angel.'  This  belief  appears  in  several 
places  in  the  New  Testament  For  instance,  Jesus  is  represented 
as  saying  of  the  children  :  "  For  I  say  unto  you  that  their  angels 
do  always  behold  the  face  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven."* 
Again,  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  when  Peter  is  delivered  from 
prison  by  an  angel  and  comes  to  the  house  of  his  friend,  they  will 
not  believe  the  maid  who  had  opened  the  gate  and  seen  him,  but 
say  :  "It  is  his  angel "  (o  ayyeXos  avroG  &mv)j  The  passage 
in  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  will  likewise  be  remembered  where 
it  is  said  of  the  angels :  "  Are  they  not  all  ministering  spirits  sent 
forth  for  ministry  on  account  of  them  who  shall  be  heirs  of 
salvation."*  There  was  at  the  same  time  a  singular  belief  that 
when  any  person  went  into  the  private  closet  the  guardian  angel 
remained  at  the  door  till  he  came  out  again,  and  in  the  Talmud  a 
prayer  is  given  for  strength  and  help  under  the  circumstances,  and 
that  the  guardian  angel  may  wait  while  the  person  is  there.  The 
reason  why  the  angel  does  not  enter  is  that  such  places  are 
haunted  by  demons.s 

The  belief  in  demons  at  the  time  of  Jesus  was  equally  emphatic 
and  comprehensive,  and  we  need  scarcely  mention  that  the  New 
Testament  is  full  of  references  to  them.^  They  are  in  the  air,. on 
earth,  in  the  bodies  of  men  and  animals,  and  even  at  the  bottom 
of  the  sea.7  They  are  the  offspring  of  the  fallen  angels  who  loved 
the  daughters  of  men.^  They  have  wings  like  the  angels,  and  can 
fly  from  one  end  of  heaven  to  another ;  they  obtain  a  knowledge 
of  the  future,  like  the  angels,  by  listening  behind  the  veil  of  the 
Temple  of  God  in  heaven.9  Their  number  is  infinite.  The  earth 
is  so  full  of  them  that  if  man  had  power  to  see  he  could  not  exist 
on  account  of  them ;  there  are  more  demons  than  men,  and  they 
are  about  as  close  as  the  earth  thrown  up  out  of  a  newly-made 
grave."  It  is  stated  that  each  man  has  10,000  demons  at  his  right 
hand  and  1,000  on  his  left,  and  the  passage  continues :  "  The 
crush  on  the  Sabbath  in  the  synagogue  arises  from  them,  also  the 

'  Hieros.  Targ,  Genes, ^  xxxiii.  10,  xlviii.  16.  '  Matt,  xviii.   10. 

3  Acts  xii.  15.  ♦  Heb.  i.  14. 

s  Hieros  Bercuotk,  ix.  5  ;  Bc^.  Beracoth^  60,  i  ;  Gittin,  70,  I  ;  Eisenmenger, 
ib.i  ii-»  P-  449  f*  ;  Gfrorer,  th.^  i.,  p.  374  f. ;  Molse  Schwab,  Traiti  des  Berak- 
hothy  1871,  p.  169, 

*  Passing  over  the  synoptic  Gospels,  in  which  references  to  demons  abound, 
cf.  I  G>r.  X.  20,  21 ;  James  ii.  19 ;  i  Tim.  iv.  i  ;  Eph.  ii.  2,  cf.  iv.  \z ;  Rev. 
ix.  20,  xvi.  14,  xviii.  2. 

7  Eisenmenger,  i^.,  ii.,  p.  437  f. 

8  /*.,  i.,p.  380  f. 

9  Bab.   Chagigaky  16,   i;   Schoettgen,  1^.,  p.  1049;  Eisenmenger,  i^.,  ii., 

P-  415- 

'*>  Beracothy  6,  i;  SohoTy  Genes,  y  p.  171  ;  ih.^  Numbers ,  p.  291;  Eisenmenger, 
ib.y  ii.,  p.  446,  p.  461  f.;  Molse  Schwab,  Traitd  des  Berakhotky  187 1,  p.  239. 
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dresses  of  the  Rabbins  become  so  soon  old  and  torn  through 
their  rubbing ;  in  like  manner  they  cause  the  tottering  of  the  feet. 
He  who  wishes  to  discover  these  spirits  must  take  sifted  ashes 
and  strew  them  about  his  bed,  and  in  the  morning  he  will  perceive 
their  footprints  upon  them  like  a  cock's  tread.  If  anyone  wish  to 
see  them,  he  must  take  the  afterbirth  of  a  black  cat  which  has 
been  littered  by  a  first-bom  black  cat,  whose  mother  was  also  a 
first-birth,  bum  and  reduce  it  to  powder,  and  put  some  of  it  in  his 
eyes,  and  he  will  see  them."'  Sometimes  demons  assume  the  form 
of  a  goat  Evil  spirits  fly  chiefly  during  the  darkness,  for  they  are 
children  of  night.*  For  this  reason  the  Talmud  states  that  men 
are  forbidden  to  greet  anyone  by  night,  lest  it  might  be  a  devil,3  or 
to  go  out  alone  even  by  day,  but  much  more  by  night,  into  solitary 
places.^  It  was  likewise  forbidden  for  any  man  to  sleep  alone  in  a 
house,  because  anyone  so  doing  would  be  seized  by  the  she-devil 
Lilith  and  die.5  Further,  no  man  should  drink  water  by  night  on 
account  of  the  demon  Schafriri,  the  angel  of  blindness.^  An  evil 
spirit  descended  on  anyone  going  into  a  cemetery  by  night.7  A 
necromancer  is  defined  as  one  who  fasts  and  lodges  at  night 
amongst  tombs,  in  order  that  the  evil  spirit  may  come  upon  him.® 
Demons,  however,  take  more  especial  delight  in  foul  and 
offensive  places,  and  an  evil  spirit  inhabits  every  private  closet  in 
the  world.9  Demons  haunt  deserted  places,  ruins,  graves,  and 
certain  kinds  of  trees. '°  We  find  indications  of  these  superstitions 
throughout  the  Gospels.  The  possessed  are  represented  as 
dwelling  among  the  tombs  and  being  driven  by  the  unclean  spirits 
into  the  wilderness,  and  the  demons  can  find  no  rest  in  clean 
places."     Demons  also  frequented  springs  and  fountains.**     The 

*  Bah.  Bercuoth,  6,  I.  In  the  Tract.  Gittin  (68,  2)  of  the  Talmud,  Asnio- 
deus  is  represented  as  coming  to  Solomon's  wives  by  night  with  slippers  on  to 
conceal  his  cock's  feet.  '  Eisenmenger,  ib.y  i.,  p.  356,  p.  424  f.  ;  ii.,  p.  445  ; 
Gfrorer,   M.,  i.,  pp.  407,  409  ;    Molse  Schwab,  TraiU  cUs  Berakhoth^  1871,  p. 

239  f. 

*  Sohar,  Exod.,  f.  67,  col  267  ;  Schoettgen,  id.,  p.  316;  cf.  Ephes.  vi.  12. 

3  Sanhedrin,  44,  I  ;  Megillah^  3,  I  ;  Gfrorer,  ib.^  i.,  p.  408;  Eisenmenger, 
ih.,  ii.,  p.  452. 

*  Sohar^  Genes.,  387  ;  Eisenmenger,  ib.,  ii.,  p.  451  f. 
s  Schahbaih,  151,  2. 

*  Pesa^him,  112,  I  ;  Avoda  Sarah,  12,  2  ;  Eisenmenger,  ib.,  i.,  p.  426  f.  ; 
u.,  p.  452. 

'  Ckagigah,  3,  2  ;  Trunwtk,  40,  2  ;  Bava  Bathra,  lOO,  2  ;  Bab.  San- 
hedrin,6s,  2  ;  Lightfoot,  ib.,  xi.,  pp.  160,  170,  xii.,  pp.  134,  349  ;  Gfrorer,  ib., 
i., p.  408. 

*  Bab.  Sanhedrin,  65,  2;  Lightfoot,  ib.,  xi.,  p.  170 ;   xii.,  p.  134  f. 

*  Bab.  Schahbath,  67,  i;  B.ib.  Beracdth,  62,  i;  Eisenmenger,  ib.,  ii.,  p.  449  f. 
Schwab,  TraiU  des  Berakhoth,  p.  495  f. 

^  Bab.   Bsracotk,  3,    1  ;  Pesackim,  iii.   2  ;    Targ.  Hieros.  Deut.  xxx.  lo  ; 
Schwab,  ib.,  p.  227. 
"  Matt.  viii.  28,  xii.  43  ;  Mark  v.  3,  5  ;  Luke  viii.  27,  29,  xi.  24  f. 
"  Vajicra  Rabba^  §  24  ;  Lightfoot,  ib.,  xii.,  p.  282. 
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episode  of  the  angel  who  was  said  to  descend  at  certain  seasons 
and  trouble  the  water  of  the  pool  of  Bethesda,  so  that  he  who 
first  stepped  in  was  cured  of  whatever  disease  he  had,  may  be 
mentioned  here  in  passing,  although  the  passage  is  not  found  in 
some  of  the  older  MSS.  of  the  fourth  Gospel,'  and  it  is  argued  by 
some  that  it  is  a  later  interpolation.  There  were  demons  who 
hurt  those  who  did  not  wash  their  hands  before  meat.  "  Shibta 
is  an  evil  spirit  which  sits  upon  men's  hands  in  the  night,  and  if 
any  touch  his  food  with  unwashen  hands  that  spirit  sits  upon  that 
food,  and  there  is  danger  from  it."*  •The  demon  Asmodeus  is 
frequently  called  the  king  of  the  devils,  3  and  it  was  believed  that 
he  tempted  people  to  apostatise  ;  he  it  was  who  enticed  Noah  into 
his  drunkenness,  and  led  Solomon  into  sin.*  He  is  represented  as 
alternately  ascending  to  study  in  the  school  of  the  heavenly 
Jerusalem,  and  descending  to  study  in  the  school  of  the  earth.s 
The  injury  of  the  human  race  in  every  possible  way  was  believed 
to  be  the  chief  delight  of  evil  spirits.  The  Talmud  and  other 
Rabbinical  writings  are  full  of  references  to  demoniacal  possession ; 
but  we  need  not  enter  into  details  upon  this  point,  as  the  New 
Testament  itself  presents  sufficient  evidence  regarding  it.  Not 
only  one  evil  spirit  could  enter  into  a  body,  but  many  took 
possession  of  the  same,  individual.  There  are  many  instances 
mentioned  in  the  Gospels,  such  as  Mary  Magdalene,  "  out  of  whom 
went  seven  demons"  (Saifxovia  hrra),^  and  the  man  whose 
name  was  Legion,  because  "  many  demons "  (Saifwvta  iroXXcl) 
were  entered  into  him.7  Demons  likewise  entered  into  the  bodies 
of  animals,  and  in  the  narrative  to  which  we  have  just  referred 
the  demons,  on  being  expelled  from  the  man,  request  that  they 
may  be  allowed  to  enter  into  the  herd  of  swine,  which,  being  per- 
mitted, "  the  demons  went  out  of  the  man  into  the  swine,  and  the 
herd  ran  violently  down  the  cliff  into  the  lake,  and  were  drowned,"^ 

*  John  V.  3,  4.  The  authenticity  is  fully  discussed  in  S.  K. ,  complete  ed. , 
vol.  ii. ,  p.  420  f. 

^  Bab.  7'aanitky  20,  2  ;  Sokar,  Bereschith  ;  Lightfoot,  /^.,  xi.,  p.  215. 

3  Gittin,  68,  I.  ■»  Lightfoot,  ib.,  xii.,  p.  ni. 

5  Gittin^  68,  I  ;  Eisenmenger,  ib,^  i.,  p.  351.  Schoettgen,  U>,,  p.  1233, 
§  iv.  Schoettgen  gives  minute  details  from  the  Talmud,  etc.,  regarding 
the  Academia  Celestis^  its  constitution,  and  the  questions  discussed  in  it, 
pp.  1230-1236.  The  representation  of  Satan  in  the  book  of  Job  will  not  be 
forcotten. 

^  Luke  viii.  2  ;  cf.  Mark  xvi.  9. 

7  Luke  viii.  30  ff.  The  name  Legion  does  not  only  express  a  great  number, 
but  to  the  word  was  attached  the  idea  of  an  unclean  company,  for  a  Legion 
passing  from  place  to  place  and  entering  a  house  rendered  it  **  unclean."  The 
r^'ason  was:  "For  there  is  no  legion  which  hath  not  some  carcaphelion  " 
(«:a/)aifc^<jiXTj) ;  that  is  to  say,  the  skin  of  the  head  pulled  off  from  a  dead  person 
and  used  for  enchantments,     (Cf.  Choilin,  1 231  ;  Lightfoot,  jA,  xi.,  p.  394.) 

**  Luke  viii.  33. 
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the  evil  spirits,  as  usual,  taking  pleasure  only  in  the  destruction  and 
injury  of  man  and  bea^t.  Besides  "  possession,"  all  the  diseases 
of  men  and  animals  were  ascribed  to  the  action  of  the  devil  and 
of  demons.*  In  the  Gospels,  for  instance,  the  woman  with  a 
spirit  of  infirmity,  who  was  bowed  together  and  could  not  lift 
herself  up,  is  described  as  "  bound  by  Satan,"  although  the  case 
was  not  one  of  demoniacal  possession.' 

As  might  be  expected  from  the  universality  of  the  belief  in 
demons  and  their  influence  over  the  human  race,  the  Jews  at  the 
time  of  Jesus  occupied  themselves  much  with  the  means  of 
conjuring  them.  "There  was  hardly  any  people  in  the  whole 
world,"  we  have  already  heard  from  a  great  Hebrew  scholar,  "  that 
more  used,  or  were  more  fond  of,  amulets,  charms,  mutterings, 
exorcisms,  and  all  kinds  of  enchantments."^  Schoettgen  bears 
similar  testimony  :  "  Caterum  judaos  magicis  artibus  admodum 
deditos  esse^  notissimum  est^'^  All  competent  scholars  are  agreed 
upon  this  point,  and  the  1  almud  and  Rabbinical  writings  are  full 
of  it.  The  exceeding  prevalence  of  such  arts  alone  proves  the 
existence  of  the  grossest  ignorance  and  superstition.  There  are 
elaborate  rules  in  the  Talmud  with  regard  to  dreams,  both  as  to 
how  they  are  to  be  obtained  and  how  interpreted,  s  Fasts  were 
enjoined  in  order  to  secure  good  dreams,  and  these  fasts  were  not 
only  observed  by  the  ignorant,  but  also  by  the  principal  Rabbins, 
and  they  were  permitted  even  on  the  Sabbath,  which  was  unlawful 
in  other  cases.^  Indeed,  the  interpretation  of  dreams  became  a 
public  profession.7  It  would  be  impossible  within  our  limits  to 
convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  general  superstition  prevalent 
amongst  Jews  regarding  things  and  actions  lucky  and  unlucky,  or 
the  minute  [)articulars  in  regard  to  every  common  act  prescribed 
for  safety  against  demons  and  evil  influences  of  all  kinds.  Nothing 
was  considered  indifferent  or  too  trifling,  and  the  danger  from  the 
most  trivial  movements  or  omissions  to  which  men  were  supposed 
to  be  exposed  from  the  malignity  of  evil  spirits  was  believed  to  be 

*  Bah.  Joma,  83,  2 ;  Bab,  GUtin,  67,  2 ;  Hieros.  Schabbathy  14,  3  ; 
Mischna^  Gittin^  vii.  I  ;  Gentara,  67,  2 ;  SoAar,  Genes,  ^  42  ;  Gfirdrcr,  i<5.,  i., 
p.  41 1  f.  Eiscnmenger,  ib. ,  ii. ,  p.  454 ;  Lightfoot,  ib. ,  xi. ,  p.  237  f. ,  xii. ,  p.  1 34  f. 
Shibta,  whom  we  have  aheady  met  with,  was  said  to  take  hold  of  the  necks  of 
infiuits,  and  to  dry  up  and  contract  their  nerves.  Anich,  in  Shibta  ;  Lightfoot, 
ib,,  xi.,  p.  237. 

'  Luke  xih.  1 1  ff. ;   cf.  Mark  ix.  25  ;  Matt.  xii.  22,  ix.  32  ;  Luke  xi.  14. 
3  Lightfoot,  ib,y  xi.,  p.  208. 

*  Haret  Hebr,  et  TaJm.,  p.  474  ;  cf.  Edzard,  Aifoda  Sarab,  ii.,  pp.  311^356  ; 
Gfrorer,  ib.tL,p,  143. 

5  Bab,  Beracothy  56  if.  ;  Schwab,  Traits  des  Berakhoth,  p.  457  ff. 

*  Bab,  Sckabbathy  1 1,  i  ;  Beracoth,  14,  i  ;  Lightfoot,  ib.^  xi.,  p.  299  f., 
p.  163. 

t?  Bah.  Beracoih,  55,  2,  56,  i  ;  Maasar  Shem,  52,  2,  3  ;  Lightfoot,  ib.j  xi., 
p.  300  ;  Schwab,  Trait/  des  Berakhoth,  p.  457  ff. 
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great.'  Amulets,  consisting  of  roots,  or  pieces  of  ()aper  with 
charms  written  upon  them,  were  hung  round  the  neck  of  the  sick 
and  considered  efficacious  for  their  cure.  Charms,  mutterings, 
and  spells  were  commonly  said  over  wounds,  against  unlucky 
meetings,  to  make  people  sleep,  to  heal  diseases,  and  to  avert  en- 
chantments." The  Talmud  gives  forms  of  enchantments  against 
mad  dogs,  for  instance,  against  the  demon  of  blindness,  and  the 
like,  as  well  as  formulae  for  averting  the  evil  eye,  and  mutterings 
over  diseases.3  So  common  was  the  practice  of  sorcery  and 
magic  that  the  Talmud  enjoins  "  that  the  senior  who  is  chosen  into 
the  council  ought  to  be  skilled  in  the  arts  of  astrologers,  jugglers, 
diviners,  sorcerers,  etc.,  that  he  may  be  able  to  judge  of  those 
who  are  guilty  of  the  same."*  Numerous  cases  are  recorded  of 
persons  destroyed  by  means  of  sorcery,  s  The  Jewish  women 
were  particularly  addicted  to  sorcery  and,  indeed,  the  Talmud 
declares  that  they  had  generally  fallen  into  it.^  The  New  Testa- 
ment bears  abundant  testimony  to  the  prevalence  of  magic  and 
exorcism  at  the  time  at  which  its  books  were  written.  In  the 
Gospels,  Jesus  is  represented  as  arguing  with  the  pharisees,  who 
accuse  him  of  casting  out  devils  by  Beelzebub,  the  prince  of  the 
devils :  "  If  I  by  Beelzebub  cast  out  the  demons  (ra  Sat/iovia), 
by  whom  do  your  sons  cast  them  out  ?  Therefore,  let  them  be 
your  judges. "7 

The  thoroughness  and  universality  of  the  Jewish  popular  belief 
in  demons  and  evil  spirits  and  in  the  power  of  magic  is  exhibited 
in  the  ascription  to  Solomon,  the  monarch  in  whom  the  greatness 
and  glory  of  the  nation  attained  its  culminating  point,  of  the 
character  of  the  powerful  magician.  The  most  effectual  forms  of 
invocation  and  exorcism  and  the  most  potent  spells  of  magic  were 
said  to  have  been  composed  by  him,  and  thus  the  grossest  super- 
stition of  the  nation  acquired  the  sanction  of  their  wisest  king. 
Rabbinical  writings  are  never  weary  of  enlarging  upon  the  magical 
power  and  knowledge  of  Solomon.  He  was  represented  as  not 
only  king  of  the  whole  earth,  but  also  as  reigning  over  devils  and 
evil  spirits,  and  having  the  power  of  expelling  them  from  the 
bodies  of  men  and  animals,  and  also  of  delivering  people  to  them.^ 

^  See,  for  instance,  Bab.  Berakhoth^  51,  i  ;  Schwab,  Traiti  des  Berakhoth^ 
p.  433  f.  »  Lightfoot,  ib,y  xi.,  p.  301  f. 

3  See  references,  Lightfoot,  ib,y  xL,  p.  301 ;  Bc^,  Beracoih^  57,  2,  etc.  ; 
Schwab,  f^.,  p.  302,  p.  456  f.,  etc.,  etc. 

*  Lightfoot,  ib,,  xi.,  p.  301. 

5  Hieros.  Schab.y  14,  3  ;  Sanhedr.,  18,  3  ;  Lightfoot,  ib.^  xi.,  p.  301  f. 
^  Hieros,  Sanhedr,,  23,  3;    Bab.  Sanhedr.y  44,  2  ;  Bab,  Beraeoth^  53,  I  ; 
Lightfoot,  ib,y  xi.,  p.  302 ;  Gfrorer,  ib,^  i.,  p.  413  ;  Schwab,  ib.y  p.  444. 
7  Matt.  xii.  27  ;  cf.  Luke  xi.  19,  ix.  49 ;  Mark  ix.  38  ;  Acts  xix.  13  ff. 

*  GiUitiy  68,  1,2  ;  Succah^  53,  i  ;  Eiseiunenger,  1^.,  i.,  pp.  355,  358 ;  ii., 
pp.  416,  440;  Lightfoot,  1^.,  xii.,  p.  438. 
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It  was,  indeed,  believed  that  the  two  demons  Asa  and  Asael 
taught  Solomon  all  wisdom  and  all  arts.'  The  Talmud  relates 
many  instances  of  his  power  over  evil  spirits,  and,  amongst  others, 
how  he  made  them  assist  in  building  the  Temple.  Solomon 
desired  to  have  the  help  of  the  worm  Schamir  in  preparing  the 
stones  for  the  sacred  building,  and  he  conjured  up  a  devil  and 
a  she-devil  to  i/rfbrm  him  where  Schamir  was  to  be  found.  They 
referred  him  to  Asmodeus,  whom  the  King  craftily  captured,  and 
by  whom  he  was  informed  that  Schamir  is  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Prince  of  the  Seas ;  and  Asmodeus  further  told  him  how  he 
might  be  sectn^d.  By  his  means  the  Temple  was  built,  but,  from  the 
moment  it  was  destroyed,  Schamir  for  ever  disappeared,*  It  was 
Hkewise  believed  that  one  of  the  Chambers  of  the  second  Temple 
was  built  by  the  magician  called  Parvah,  by  means  of  magic.3 
The  Talmud  narrates  many  stories  of  miracles  performed  by 
various  Rabbins.* 

The  Jewish  historian  Josephus  informs  us  that,  among  other 
gifts,  God  bestowed  upon  King  Solomon  knowledge  of  the  way  to 
expel  demons,  an  art  which  is  useful  and  salutary  for  mankind. 
He  composed  incantations  by  which  diseases  are  cured,  and  he 
left  behind  him  forms  of  exorcism  by  which  demons  may  be  so 
effectually  expelled  that  they  never  return — a  method  of  cure, 
Josephus  adds,  which  is  of  great  efficacy  to  his  own  day.  He 
himself  had  seen  a  countryman  of  his  own,  named  Eliezer, 
release  people  possessed  of  devils  in  the  presence  of  the  Emperor 
Vespasian  and  his  sons,  and  of  his  army.  He  put  a  ring  con- 
taining one  of  the  roots  prescribed  by  Solomon  to  the  nose  of  the 
demoniac,  and  drew  the  demon  out  by  his  nostrils  ;  and,  in  the 
name  of  Solomon,  and  reciting  one  of  his  incantations,  he  adjured 
it  to  return  no  more.  In  order  to  demonstrate  to  the  spectators 
that  he  had  the  power  to  cast  out  devils,  Eliezer  was  accustomed 
to  set  a  vessel  full  of  water  a  little  way  off,  and  he  commanded  the 
demon  as  he  left  the  body  of  the  man  to  overturn  it,  by  which 
means,  says  Josephus,  the  skill  and  wisdom  of  Solomon  were 
made  very  manifest.'  Jewish  Rabbins  generally  were  known  as 
powerful  exorcisers,  practising  the  art  according  to  the  formulae  of 
their  great  monarch.     Justin  Martyr  reproaches  his  Jewish  oppo- 

'  Eisenmenger>  id.^  i.,  p.  361  f. 

'  Gittin^  68,  I,  2  ;  Sotah,  48,  2 ;  Eisenmenger,  ib.,  i.,  p.  350  ff.  ;  Gfrorer, 
ib.f  i.,  p.  414  f.  ;  Buxtorf,  L^xtc.  Talmud.,  p.  2455.  Moses  is  also  said  to  have 
made  use  of  Schamir.     Fabricius,  Cod.  Vet.  Test.^  ii.,  p.  119. 

3  Gloss  on  Middoth,  cap.  5,  hal.  3 ;  Lightfoot,  ib.,  xi.,  p.  301. 

*  Bceva  Mezia,  59,  I,  2  ;  Bab.  Beracoth,  33,  34,  54,  I  ;  Hieros.  Sanhedr., 
25,  4 ;  Bab.  Taanith,  24  ;  Juchas,  20,  i  ;  50,  2  ;  Lightfoot,  ib.,  xi.,  p.  301  f.; 
Eisenmenger,  1^.,  i.,  14  f.  ;  Schwab,  1^.,  p.  358  fL,  p.  448  f. 

»  ^«%,  Yiii.»2»&S. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


70  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 


nent,  Tryphon,  with  the  fact  that  his  countrymen  use  the  same  art 
as  the  Gentiles,  and  exorcise  with  fumigations  and  charms 
(icaraW/xoi),  and  he  shows  the  common  belief  in  demoniacal 
influence  when  he  asserts  that,  while  Jewish  exorcists  cannot 
overcome  demons  by  such  means,  or  even  by  exorcising  them  in 
the  ^  name  of  their  kings,  prophets,  or  patriarchs,  though  he 
admits  that  they  might  do  so  if  they  adjured  them  in  the  name  of 
the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  yet  Christians  at  once  sub- 
dued demons  by  exorcising  them  in  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God.* 
The  Jew  and  the  Christian  were  quite  agreed  that  demons  were 
to  be  exorcised,  and  merely  differed  as  to  the  formula  of  exorcism. 
Josephus  gives  an  account  of  a  root  potent  against  evil  spirits.  It 
is  called  Baaras,  and  is  flame-coloured,  and  in  the  evening  sends 
out  flashes  like  lightning.  It  is  certain  death  to  touch  it,  except 
under  peculiar  conditions.  One  mode  of  securing  it  is  to  dig 
down  till  the  smaller  part  of  the  root  is  exposed,  and  then  to 
attach  the  root  to  a  dog's  tail.  When  the  dog  tries  to  follow  its 
master  from  the  place,  and  pulls  violently,  the  root  is  plucked 
up,  and  may  then  be  safely  handled  ;  but  the  dog  instantly  dies, 
as  the  man  would  have  done  had  he  plucked  it  up  himself. 
When  the  root  is  brought  to  sick  people,  it  at  once  expels 
demons.^  According  to  Josephus,  demons  are  the  spirits  of  the 
wicked  dead ;  they  enter  into  the  bodies  of  the  living,  who  die 
unless  succour  be  speedily  obtained.3  This  theory,  however,  was 
not  general,  demons  being  commonly  considered  the  offspring  of 
the  fallen  angels  and  of  the  daughters  of  men. 

The  Jewish  historian  gives  a  serious  account  of  the  preternatural 
portents  which  warned  the  Jews  of  the  approaching  fall  of 
Jerusalem,  and  he  laments  the  infatuation  of  the  people,  who 
disregarded  these  Divine  denunciations.  A  star  in  the  shape  of  a 
sword,  and  also  a  comet,  stood  over  the  doomed  city  for  the  space 
of  a  whole  year.  Then,  at  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread,  before 
the  rebellion  of  the  Jews  which  preceded  the  war,  at  the  ninth 
hour  of  the  night,  a  great  light  shone  round  the  altar  and  the 
Temple,  so  that  for  half  an  hour  it  seemed  as  though  it  were 
brilliant  daylight.  At  the  same  festival  other  supernatural 
warnings  were  given.  A  heifer,  as  she  was  led  by  the  high  priest 
to  be  sacrificed,  brought  forth  a  lamb  in  the  Temple ;  moreover, 
the  eastern  gate  of  the  inner  court  of  the  Temple,  which  was  of 
brass,  and  so  ponderous  that  twenty  men  had  much  difficulty  in 
closing  it,  and  which  was  fastened  by  heavy  bolts  descending  deep 
into  the  solid  stone  floor,  was  seen  to  open  of  its  own  accord,  about 
the  sixth  hour  of  the  night.     The  ignorant  considered  some  of 

»  Dia/.  i\  Tryph,^  85  ;  cf.  ApoL,  ii.,  6  ;  Acts  xix.,  13  ff. 

»  De  Bello  Jud,,  viii.,  6,  g  3.  3  /^.,  viL,  6,  §  3. 
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these  events  good  omen^  but  the  pries.s  interpreted  them  as 
portents  of  evil.  Another  prodigious  phenomenon  occurred, 
which  Josephus  su|^ses  would  be  considered  incredible  were  it 
not  reported  by  those  who  saw  it,  and  were  the  subsequent  events 
not  of  sufficient  importance  to  merit  such  portents :  before  sunset, 
chariots  and  troops  of  soldiers  in  armour  were  seen  among  the 
clouds,  moving  about,  and  surrounding  cities.  And  further,  at 
the  feast  of  Pentecost,  as  the  priests  were  entering  the  inner  court 
of  the  Temple  to  perform  their  sacred  duties,  they  felt  an  earth- 
quake, and  heard  a  great  noise,  and  then  the  sound  as  of  a  great 
multitude  saying,  "  Let  us  remove  hence."*  There  is  not  a 
shadow  of  doubt  in  the  mind  of  Josephus  as  to  the  reality  of  any 
of  these  wonders. 

If  we  turn  to  patristic  literature,  we  find  everywhere  the  same 
superstitions  and  the  same  theories  of  angelic  agency  and  demoni- 
acal interference  in  cosmical  phenomena.  According  to  Justin 
Martyr,  after  God  had  made  the  world  and  duly  regulated  the 
elements  and  the  rotation  of  the  seasons,  he  committed  man  and 
all  things  under  heaven  to  the  care  of  angels.  Some  of  these 
angels,  however,  proved  unworthy  of  this  charge  and,  led  away  by 
love  of  the  daughters  of  men,  begat  children,  who  are  the  demons 
who  have  corrupted  the  human  race,  partly  by  magical  writings 
(Swt  fjMyiKiiv  ypa<^i/)  and  partly  by  fears  and  punishments,  and 
who  have  introduced  wars,  murders,  and  other  evils  among  them, 
which  are  ignorantly  ascribed  by  poets  to  God  himself.'  He 
considers  that  demoniacs  are  possessed  and  tortured  by  the  souls 
of  the  wicked  dead,3  and  he  represents  evil  spirits  as  watching  to 
seize  the  soul  at  death.^  The  food  of  the  angels  is  manna.5  The 
angels,  says  Clement  of  Alexandria,  serve  God  in  the  administra- 
tian  of  earthly  affairs.^  The  host  of  angels  and  of  gods  {0€<av)  is 
placed  under  subjection  to  the  Logos. 7  Presiding  angels  are 
distributed  over  nations  and  cities,  and  perhaps  are  also  deputed 
to  individuals,^  and  it  is  by  their  agency,  either  visiWe  or 
invisible,  that  God  gives  all  good  things*^  He  accuses  the  Greeks 
of  plagiarising  their  miracles  from  the  Bible,  and  he  argues  that, 
if  certain  powers  do  move  the  winds  and  distribute  showers,  they 
are  agents  subject  to  God.'°  Clement  affirms  that  the  Son  gave 
philosophy  to  the  Greeks  by  means  of  the  inferior  angelis,"  and 
argues  that  it  is  absurd  to  attribute  it  to  the  devil."     Theophilus 

•  De  Belhjud.,v\,,  5,  §  3. 

^  Apol.y  ii.,  5  ;  cf.  ApoL,  i.,  5,  14.  3  Apol.^  i.,  18. 

^  Dial,  c.  Try  ph.  ^  105.  5  Dial,^  57,  cf.  131. 

*"  Stromata,  vii.,  I,  §  3.  7  Strom. ^  vii.,  2,  §  5. 

^  Strom.,  vii.,  2,  §  6  ;  vi.,  17,  §  157.  '  Strom.,  vi.,  17,  §  161. 

""  Strom. y  vi.,  3,  §  30.  "  Strom.,  vii.,  2,  §  6. 

'^  .S7.W//.,  vi.,  17,  g  159. 
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of  Antioch,  on  the  other  hand,  says  that  the  Greek  poets  were 
inspired  by  demons.'  Athenagoras  states,  as  one  of  the  principal 
points  of  belief  among  Christians,  that  a  multitude  of  angels  and 
ministers  are  distributed  and  appointed  by  the  Logos  to  occupy 
themselves  about  the  elements  and  the  heavens  and  the  universe 
and  the  things  in  it,  and  the  regulating  of  the  whole.'  For  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  angels  to  exercise  providence  over  all  that  God  has 
created,  so  that  God  may  have  the  universal  care  of  the  whole, 
but  the  several  parts  be  ministered  to  by  the  angels  appointed 
over  them.  There  is  freedom  of  will  amongst  the  angels  as 
among  human  beings,  and  some  of  the  angels  abused  their  trust, 
and  fell  through  love  of  the  daughters  of  men,  of  whom  were 
begotten  those  who  are  called  giants.3  These  angels  who  have 
fallen  from  heaven  busy  themselves  about  the  air  and  the  earth  ; 
and  the  souls  of  the  giants,*  which  are  the  demons  that  roam 
about  the  worid,  work  evil  according  to  their  respective  natures.s 
There  are  powers  which  exercise  dominion  over  matter,  and  by 
means  of  it,  and  more  especially  one  who  is  opposed  to  God. 
This  Prince  of  matter  exerts  authority  and  control  in  opposition 
to  the  good  designed  by  God.^  Demons  are  greedy  for  sacrificial 
odours  and  the  blood  of  the  victims,  which  they  lick,  and  they 
influence  the  multitude  to  idolatry  by  inspiring  thoughts  and 
visions  which  seem  to  come  from  idols  and  statues. 7  According 
to  1  atian,  God  made  everything  which  is  good,  but  the  ^aickedness 
of  demons  perverts  the  productions  of  nature  for  bad  purposes, 
and  the  evil  in  these  is  due  to  demons  and  not  to  God.'  None  of 
the  demons  have  bodies — they  are  spiritual,  like  fire  or  air,  and 
can  only  be  seen  by  those  in  whom  the  Spirit  of  God  dwells. 
They  attack  men  by  means  of  lower  forms  of  matter,  and  come  to 
them  whenever  they  are  diseased  ;  and  somerimes  they  cause 
disorders  of  the  body,  but  when  they  are  struck  by  the  power  of 
the  word  of  God  they  flee  in  terror,  and  the  sick  person  is  healed.9 
Various  kinds  of  roots  and  the  relations  of  bone  and  sinew  are 
the  material  elements  through  which  demons  work.'**  Some  of 
those  who  are  called  gods  by  the  Greeks,  but  are  in  reality  demons, 


*  .-Id  Autolycttm^  ii,  8.  Theophilus  sees  the  punishment  of  the  sequent  in 
the  repulsive  way  in  which  he  crawls  on  his  belly  and  eats  the  dust.  This  and 
the  pains  of  women  in  childbirth  are  proofs  of  the  truth  of  the  account  of  the 
fall  m  Genesis.     Ad  Autoi,y  ii.  23. 

^  Lei^atio pro  Christ.^  x. ;  of.  xxiv.  3  I^gatic pro  Christ.^  xiv. 

-•  It  is  said  in  the  Clementine  Recognitions  that  the  giants  were  l)om  in  the 
ninth  generation  of  the  human  race,  and  that  their  bones  are  still  presented  in 
some  places  ;  i.  29.     Cf.  Clement,  Horn.  viii.  15. 

-^  /.txatio pro  C/iiis/.^  xxv.  *  /^.,  xxiv.,  xxv. 

7  //>.,  xxvi.,  xxvii.  ^  Orat.  ad  Gnccos,  12. 

■2  U.,  16.  '"^  lb,,  17. 
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possess  the  bodies  of  certain  men,  and  then,  by  publicly  leaving 
them,  they  destroy  the  disease  they  themselves  had  created,  and 
the  sick  are  restored  to  health.'  Demons,  says  Cyprian  of  Carthage, 
lurk  under  consecrated  statues,  and  inspire  false  oracles  and  con- 
trol the  lots  and  omens."  They  enter  into  human  bodies  and  feign 
various  maladies  in  order  to  induce  men  to  offer  sacrifices  for 
their  recovery,  that  they  may  gorge  themselves  with  the  fumes,  and 
then  they  heal  them.  They  are  really  the  authors  of  the  miracles 
attributed  to  heathen  deities.3 

TertuUian  enters  into  minute  details  regarding  angels  and 
demons.  Demons  are  the  offispring  of  the  fallen  angels,  and  their 
w<*k  is  the  destruction  of  the  human  race.  They  inflict  diseases 
and  other  painful  calamities  upon  our  bodies,  and  lead  astray  our 
souls.  From  their  wonderful  subtleness  and  tenuity  they  find  their 
way  into  both  parts  of  our  composition.  Their  spirituality  enables 
them  to  do  much  harm  to  men,  for,  being  invisible  and  impalpable, 
they  appear  rather  in  their  effects  than  in  their  action.  They 
blight  the  apples  and  the  grain  while  in  the  flower  as  by  some 
mysterious  poison  in  the  breeze,  and  kill  them  in  the  bud,  or  nip 
them  before  they  are  ripe,  as  though  in  some  inexpressible  way  the 
tainted  air  poured  forth  its  pestilential  breath.  In  the  same  way 
demons  and  angels  breathe  into  the  soul  and  excite  its  corruptions, 
and  especially  mislead  men  by  inducing  them  to  sacrifice  to  false 
deities,  in  order  that  they  may  thus  olHain  their  peculiar  food  of 
fumes  of  flesh  and  blood.  Every  spirit,  whether  angel  or  demon, 
has  wings;  therefore,  they  are  everywhere  in  a  moment  The 
whole  world  is  but  one  place  to  them,  and  all  that  takes  place  any- 
where they  can  know  and  report  with  equal  facility.  Their  swift- 
'  ness  is  believed  to  be  divine  because  their  substance  is  unknown, 
and  thus  they  seek  to  be  considered  the  authors  of  effects  which 
they  merely  report,  as,  indeed,  they  sometimes  are  of  the  evil,  but 
never  of  the  good.  They  gather  intimations  of  the  future  from 
hearing  the  prophets  read  aloud,  and  set  themselves  up  as  rivals  of 
the  true  God  by  stealing  his  divinations.  From  inhabiting  the 
air,  and  from  their  proximity  to  the  stars  and  commerce  with  the 
clouds,  they  know  the  preparation  of  celestial  phenomena,  and 
promise  beforehand  the  rains  which  they  already  feel  coming. 
They  are  very  kind  in  reference  to  the  cure  of  diseases,  TertuUian 
ironically  says,  for  they  first  make  people  ill,  and  then,  by  way  of 
performing  a  miracle,  they  prescribe  remedies  either  novel  or 
contrary  to  common  experience,  and,   removing  the  cause,  they 


*  lb.,  18  ;  cf.  TertuUian,  ApoL,  §  22  ;  Origen,  Contra  Cels,,  viii.  31  f. 
'  Cf.  TertuUian,  De  Spcctaadis^  ^§  12,  13  ;  Cleni.,  Reco^.,  iv.  19  ff. 
^  Cyprian,   De  Idoi.    Vanitate,  §  7  ;    cf.    Minutius  Felix,   (ktaviuSy  §  27  ; 
Terlullian,  ApoL^  22  ;  Eusebius,  PrJp,  Evan^.^  vii.  16. 
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are  believed  to  have  healed  the  sick.'  If  anyone  possessed  by  a 
demon  be  brought  before  a  tribunal,  Tertullian  affims  that  the  evil 
spirit,  when  ordered  by  a  Christian,  will  at  once  confess  that  he  is 
a  demon."  The  fallen  angels  were  the  discoverers  of  astrology 
and  magic.3  Unclean  spirits  hover  over  waters  in  imitation  of  the 
brooding  (gestatio)  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  beginning,  as,  for 
instance,  over  dark  fountains  and  solitary  streams  and  cisterns  in 
baths  and  dwelling-houses  and  similar  places,^  which  are  said  to 
carry  one  off  {rapere) — that  is  to  say,  by  the  force  of  the  evil 
spirit.-*  The  fallen  angels  disclosed  to  the  world  unknown  material 
substances  and  various  arts  such  as  metallurgy,  the  properties  of 
herbs,  incanUtions,  and  interpretation  of  the  stars ;  and  to  wo«ien 
specially  they  revealed  all  the  secrets  of  personal  adomment.s 
There  is  scarcely  any  man  who  is  not  attended  by  a  demon  ;  and 
it  is  well  known  that  unrimely  and  violent  deaths  which  are 
attributed  to  accidents  are  really  caused  by  demons.^  Those  who 
go  to  theatres  may  become  specially  accessible  to  demons.  There 
is  the  instance,  the  Lord  is  witness  {domino  teste\  of  the  woman  who 
went  to  a  theatre  and  came  back  possessed  by  a  demon,  and,  on 
being  cast  out,  the  evil  spirit  replied  that  he  had  a  right  to  act  as 
he  did,  having  found  her  within  his  limits.  There  was  another 
case,  also  well  known,  of  a  woman  who  at  n^ht,  after  having  been 
to  a  theatre,  had  a  vision  of  a  winding  sheet  {iinteum\  and  heard 
the  name  of  the  tragedian  whom  she  had  seen  mentioned  with 
reprobarion,  and  five  days  after  the  woman  was  dead.7  Origen 
attributes  augury  and  divination  through  animals  to  demons.  In 
his  opinion,  certain  demons,  offspring  of  the  Titans  or  giants,  who 
haunt  the  grosser  parts  of  bodies  and  the  unclean  places  of  the 
earth,  and  who,  from  not  having  earthly  bodies,  have  some  power 
of  divining  the  future,  occupy  themselves  with  this.  They  secretly 
enter  the  bodies  of  the  more  brutal  and  savage  animals,  and  force 
them  to  make  flights  or  indications  of  divination  to  lead  men  away 
from  God.  They  have  a  special  leaning  to  birds  and  serpents,  and 
even  to  foxes  and  wolves,  because  the  demons  act  better  through 
these  in  consequence  of  an  apparent  analogy  in  wickedness 
between  them.^  It  is  for  this  reason  that  Moses,  who  had  either 
been  taught  by  God  what  was  similar  in  the  nature  of  animals  and 
their  kindred  demons,  or  had  discovered  it  himself,  prohibited 
as  unclean  the  particular  birds  and  animals  most  used  for  divina- 
tion.    Therefore,  each  kind  of  demon  seems  to  have  an  affinity 

'  Tertullian,  ApoL^  §  22  ;  cf.  23,  ad  Scapttlatn,  §  2,  =  Apol.,  %  23. 

3  De  Idolotriaj  §  9  ;  Z)<f  Ctiitu  Fern.,  i.,  §  2.  *  De  Baptismo,  %  5. 

5  De  CtUtu  Fem,y  i.,  §§  2,  10;  Cf.  Commodianus,  Instit.y  %  3  ;    Lactantius, 
Instit,  Div^t  ii.  16  ;  Clem.  How.y  viii.  14. 

*  De  AnifftUy  §  57.  '  De  SpectacuHs^  %  26. 

^  Contra  Cels,,  iv.  92  j  cf.  viii.  11. 
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with  a  certain  kind  of  animal.  They  are  so  wicked  that  demons 
even  assimie  the  bodies  of  weasels  to  foretell  the  future/  They 
feed  on  the  blood  and  odour  of  the  victims  sacrificed  in  idol 
temples.'  The  spirits  of  the  wicked  dead  wander  about  sepulchres, 
and  sometimes  for  ages  haunt  particular  houses  and  other  places.^ 
The  prayers  of  Christians  drive  demons  out  of  men,  and  from 
places  where  they  have  taken  up  their  abode,  and  even  sometimes 
from  the  bodies  of  animals,  which  are  frequently  injured  by  them.* 
In  reply  to  a  statement  of  Celsus  that  we  cannot  eat  bread  or 
fruit,  or  drink  wine  or  even  water,  without  eating  and  drinking  with 
demons,  and  that  the  very  air  we  breathe  is  received  from  demons, 
and  that,  consequently,  we  cannot  inhale  without  receiving  air 
from  the  demons  who  are  set  over  the  air,  5  Origen  maintains,  on 
the  contrary,  that  the  angels  of  God,  and  not  demons,  have  the 
superintendence  of  such  natural  phenomena,  and  have  been 
appointed  to  communicate  all  these  blessings.  Not  demons  but 
angels  have  been  set  over  the  fruits  of  the  earth  arid  over  the  birth 
of  animals  and  over  all  things  necessary  for  our  race.^  Scripture 
forbids  the  earing  of  things  strangled,  because  the  blood  is  still  in 
them — and  blood,  and  more  especially  the  fumes  of  it,  is  said  to 
be  the  food  of  demons.  If  we  ate  strangled  animals,  we  might 
have  demons  feeding  with  us  ;7  but,  in  Origen's  opinion,  a  man 
only  eats  and  drinks  with  demons  when  he  eats  the  flesh  of  idol 
sacrifices,  and  drinks  the  wine  poured  out  in  honour  of  demons.^ 
Jerome  states'  the  common  belief  that  the  air  is  filled  with  demons.9 
Chrysostum  says  that  angels  are  everywhere  in  the  atmosphere.  *° 

Not  content,  however,  with  peopling  earth  and  air  with  angels 
and  demons,  the  Fathers  also  shared  the  opinion,  common  to 
Jews"  and  heathen  philosophers,  that  the  heavenly  bodies  were 
animated  beings.  After  fully  discussing  the  question,  with  much 
reference  to  Scripture,  Origen  determines  that  sun,  moon,  and 
stars  are  living  and  raUonal  beings,  illuminated  with  the  light  of 
knowledge  by  the  wisdom  which  is  the  reflecrion  (drauyao-fia)  of 
eternal  light  They  have  free  will  and,  as  it  would  appear  from  a 
passage  in  Job  (xxv.  5),  they  are  not  only  liable  to  sin,  but  actually 
not  pure  from  the  uncleanness  of  it.  Or^en  is  carefial  to  explain 
that  this  has  not  reference  merely  to  their  physical  part,  but  to  the 
spiritual;  and  he  proceeds  to  discuss  whether  their  souls  came 
mto  existence  at  the   same  time  with  their  bodies,  or  existed 

*  /5.,  iv.  93 ;  cf.  iii.  29,  35,  36,  v.  5  ;  Barnabas,  Episi,^  x. ;   Clemens  Al., 
Ptedag.^  ii.  la 

'  Contra  Cels,y  vii.  35,  cf.  5,  viii.  61,  cf.  60.  ^  /j.,  vii.  5. 

*  Contra  Cels.,  vii.  67.  5  /^.,  viii.  28»  31. 

*  lb.,  viiL  57,  31  f.  ^  lb,,  viii.  30. 

*  /*.,  viii.  31,  cf.  57.  5  Huron,  <,  Epist,  ad  Ephes.,  iii.  6. 
"  In  Ascens,  /.  C.  "  Cf.  Philo,  £>e  Somniis^  i.,  §  22. 
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previously,  and  whether,  at  the  end  of  the  world,  they  vnW  be  released 
from  their  bodies  or  will  cease  from  giving  light  to  the  world.  He 
argues  that  they  are  rational  beings  because  their  motions  could 
not  take  place  without  a  soul.  "As  the  stars  move  with  so  much 
order  and  method,"  he  says,  "  that  under  no  circumstances  what- 
ever does  their  course  seem  to  be  disturbed,  is  it  not  the  extreme 
of  absurdity  to  suppose  that  so  much  order,  so  much  observance 
of  discipline  and  method,  could  be  demanded  from  or  fulfilled  by 
irrational  beings  ?"'  They  possess  life  and  rea.son,  he  decides,  and 
he  proves  from  Scripture  that  their  souls  were  given  to  them,  not 
at  the  creation  of  their  bodily  substance,  but  like  those  of  men 
implanted  stricdy  from  without,  after  they  were  made.*  They  are 
"  subject  to  vanity  "  with  the  rest  of  the  creatures,  and  "  wait  for 
the  manifestation  of  the  sons  of  God."3  Origen  is  persuaded  that 
sun,  moon,  and  stars  pray  to  the  Supreme  Being  through  his  only 
b^otten  Son.^  .  To  return  to  angels,  however,  Origen  states  that 
the  angels  are  not  only  of  various  orders  of  rank,  but  have  appor- 
tioned to  them  specific  offices  and  duties.  To  Raphael,  for 
instance,  is  assigned  the  task  of  curing  and  healing ;  to  Gabriel 
the  management  of  wars ;  to  Michael  the  duty  of  receiving  the 
prayers  and  the  supplications  of  men.  Angels  are  set  over  the 
different  churches,  and  have  charge  even  of  the  least  of  their 
members.  These  offices  were  assigned  to  the  angels  by  God 
agreeably  to  the  qualiries  displayed  by  each.s  Elsewhere  Origen 
explains  that  it  is  necessary  for  this  world  that  there  should  be 
angels  set  over  beasts  and  over  terrestrial  operations,  and  also 
angels  presiding  over  the  birth  of  animals,  and  over  the  propaga- 
tion and  growth  of  shrubs ;  and,  again,  angels  over  holy  works, 
who  eternally  teach  men  the  perception  of  the  hidden  ways  of 
God  and  knowledge  of  divine  things  ;  and  he  warns  us  not  to 
bring  upon  ourselves  those  angels  who  are  set  over  beasts,  by 
leadmg  an  animal  life,  nor  those  which  preside  over  terrestrial 
works,  by  taking  delight  in  fleshly  and  mundane  things,  but  rather 
to  study  how  we  may  approximate  to  the  companionship  of  the 
Archangel  Michael,  to  whose  duty  of  presenting  the  prayers  of  the 
saints  to  God  he  here  adds  the  office  of  presiding  over  medicine.^ 

'  De  Principiis,  i.  7,  §  3  ;  cf.  Contra  Celt,,  v.  10,  II.         ^  /<J.,  i.  7,  §  4. 

3  /^.,  i.  7,  §  5  ;  cf.  iii.  5,  !$  4.  Ongen  applies  to  sun,  moon,  and  stars  the 
wish  of  Paul  (Phil.  i.  23).  Tatian  likewise  ascribes  spirituality  to  stars,  plants, 
and  waters  ;  but,  although  one  and  the  same  with  the  soul  in  angels  and 
animals,  there  are  certain  diflferenoes.  Orat^  ad  Grtecos^  12  ;  cf*  Eusebius, 
Priep,  Evang.^  vii.  15. 

*  Contra  Cels.^  v.  11. 

*  De  Prtncipiis^  »•  8,  §  I,  cf.  §  4;  Cotitra  Cels.^  v.  4,  5.  Cf.  Hennas, 
Pastor y  ii.,  Mand.  vi.,  §§  i,  2  ;  Tertullian,  DeOrat.,  §  12  ;  De  Animas  $  37  ; 
Clemens  Al.,  Strom,  ^  v.  14,  j|  92,  vii.  13,  %  81. 

^  Horn*  xiv.  in  Num^^  Opp.  ii.,  p.  333. 
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It  is  through  the  ministry  of  angels  that  the  water-springs  in 
fountains  and  running  streams  refresh  the  earth,  and  that  the  air 
we  breathe  is  kept  pure.'  In  the  Shepherd  of  Hermas,  a  work 
quoted  by  the  Fathers  as  inspired  Scripture,  which  was  publicly 
read  in  the  churches,  which  almost  secured  a  permanent  place  in 
the  New  Testament  canon,  and  which  appears  after  the  canonical 
books  in  the  Codex  Sinaiticus,  the  oldest  extant  MS.  of  the  New 
Testament,  mention  is  made  of  an  angel  who  has  rule  over  beasts, 
and  whose  name  is  H^rin."  Jerome  also  quotes  an  apocryphal 
work  in  which  an  angel  of  similar  name  is  said  to  be  set  over 
reptiles,  and  in  which  fishes,  trees,  and  beasts  are  assigned  to  the 
care  of  particular  angels.  3 

Clement  of  Alexandria  mentions,  without  dissent,  the  prevailing 
belief  that  hail-storms,  tempests^  and  similar  phenomena  do  not 
occur  merely  from  material  disturbance,  but  also  are  caused  by 
the  anger  of  demons  and  evil  angels.*  Origen  states  that,  while 
angels  superintend  all  the  phenomena  of  nature,  and  control  what 
is  appointed  for  our  good,  famine,  the  blighting  of  vines  and  fruit 
trees,  and  the  destruction  of  beasts  and  of  men,  are,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  personal  workss  of  demons,  they,  as  public  executioners, 
receiving  at  certain  times  authority  to  carry  into  effect  divine 
decrees.^  We  have  already  quoted  similar  views  expressed  by 
Tertullian,7  and  the  universality  and  permanence  of  such  opinions 
may  -be  illustrated  by  the  feet  that,  after  the  lapse  of  many 
centuries,  we  find  St.  Thomas  Aquinas  as  solemnly  affirming  that 
disease  and  tempests  are  the  direct  work  of  the  devil  f  indeed, 
this  belief  pw^vailed  throughout  the  middle  ages  until  very  recent 
tiines.  The  Apostle  Peter,  in  the  Recognitions  of  Clement, 
informs  Clement  that,  when  Grod  made  the  world,  he  appointed 
chiefs  over  the  various  creatures,  even  over  the  trees  and  the 
mountains  and  springs  and  rivers,  and  over  everything  in  the 
universe.  An  angel  was  set  over  the  angels,  a  spirit  over  spirits,  a 
star  over  the  stars,  a  demon  over  the  demons,  and  so  on.9  He 
provided  different  offices  for  all  his  creatures,  whether  good  or 
bad ;'°  but  certain  angels,  having  left  the  course  of  their  proper 
order,  led  men  into  sin  and  taught  them  that  demons  could,  by 
magical  invocations,  be  made  to  obey  man."  Ham  was  the  dis- 
coverer of  the  art  of  magic*"     Astrologers  suppose  that  evils 

*  Contra  Cels,,  viii.  57,  31. 

"i.  Visio,  iv.  2 ;    in  the  Sinaillc  Codex,  the  name  is  ^rypi.     Cotelems, 
in  the  Greek  version,  has ''A7PI0K. 
^  Hieron,y  in  H<U>a£uc^  i.  i,  14. 

*>  Stromata^  vl  3,  §  31.  5  Cf.  Matt.  viii.  3 1  ff. 

^  Contra  Cels,yy\\i.i\.  t  Apohg,,%Z2L 

'  Summa  Theolog.y  i,  qusest,  80,  §  2. 

'  Qem.,  Recag.,  i.  45,  '°  /d.,  iv.  25.  "  lb,,  iv.  26. 

**  /*.,  iv.  27. 
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happen  in  consequence  of  the  motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies, 
and  represent  certain  climacteric  periods  as  dangerous,  not 
knowing  that  it  is  not  the  course  of  the  stars,  but  the  action  of 
demons,  that  regulates  these  things.'  God  has  committed  the 
superintendence  of  the  seventy-two  nations  into  which  he  has 
divided  the  earth  to  as  many  angels."  Demons  insinuate  them- 
selves into  the  bodies  of  men,  and  force  them  to  fulfil  their 
desires  ;3  they  sometimes  appear  visibly  to  men,  and  by  threats  or 
promises  endeavour  to  lead  them  into  error ;  they  can  transform 
themselves  into  whatever  forms  they  please.^  The  distinction 
bet\^'een  what  is  spoken  by  the  true  God  through  the  prophets  or 
by  visions,  and  that  which  is  delivered  by  demons,  is  this :  that 
what  proceeds  from  the  former  is  always  true,  whereas  that  which 
is  foretold  by  demons  is  not  always  true.s  Lactantius  says  that 
when  the  number  of  men  began  to  increase,  fearing  that  the 
Devil  should  corrupt  or  destroy  them,  God  sent  angels  to  protect 
and  instruct  the  human  race,  but  the  angels  themselves  fell 
beneath  his  wiles,  and  from  being  angels  they  became  the 
satellites  and  ministers  of  Satan.  The  offspring  of  these  fallen 
angels  are  unclean  spirits,  authors  of  all  the  evils  which  are  done, 
and  the  Devil  is  their  chief.  They  are  acquainted  with  the 
future,  but  not  completely.  The  art  of  the  magi  is  altogether 
supported  by  these  demons,  and  at  their  invocation  they  deceive 
men  with  lying  tricks,  making  men  think  they  see  things  which  do 
not  exist.  These  contaminated  spirits  wander  over  all  the  earth, 
and  console  themselves  by  the  destruction  of  men.  They  fill 
every  place  with  frauds  and  deceits,  for  they  adhere  to  individuals, 
and  occupy  whole  houses,  and  assume  the  name  of  genii,  as 
demons  are  called  in  the  Latin  language,  and  make  men  worship 
them.  On  account  of  their  tenuity  and  impalpability,  they 
insinuate  themselves  into  the  bodies  of  men,  and  through  their 
viscera  injure  their  health,  excite  diseases,  terrify  their  souls  with 
dreams,  agitate  their  minds  with  phrenzies,  so  that  they  may  by 
these  evils  drive  men  to  seek  their  aid.^  Being  adjured  in  the 
name  of  God,  however,  they  leave  the  bodies  of  the  possessed, 
uttering  the  greatest  howling,  and  crying  out  that  they  are  beaten, 
or  are  on  fire.7  These  demons  are  the  inventors  of  astrology, 
divination,  oracles,  necromancy,  and  the  art  of  magic.^  The 
universe  is  governed  by  God  through  the  medium  of  angels.  The 
demons  have  a  foreknowledge  of  the  purposes  of  God,  from 
having  been  his  ministers  and,  interposing  in  what  is  being  done, 

*  Ih.,  ix.  12.  '  lb.,  ii.  42. 

3  Clem.,  Recog.y  iv.  15  ff.  *  /ft.,  iv.  19.  5  /A.,  iv.  21. 

^  Instit,  Div.,  ii.  14  ;  cf.  Inst,  Epit.  ad  Pentad.,  VJ  f. 

7  lb.,  ii.  15 ;  cf.  iv.  27,  v.  21 ;  cf.  Arnobius,  Adv.  Gentis,  i.  46. 

8  lb.,  ii.  16. 
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they  ascribe  the  credit  to  themselves.'  The  sign  of  the  cross  is  a 
tOTor  to  demons,  and  at  the  sight  of  it  they  flee  from  the  bodies 
of  men.  When  sacrifices  are  being  offered  to  the  gods,  if  one 
be  present  who  bears  on  his  forehead  the  sign  of  the  cross,  the 
sacred  rites  are  not  propitious  {sa^ra  nullo  modo  litant\  and  the 
oracle  gives  no  reply." 

Ensebius,  like  all  the  Fathers^  represents  the  gods  of  the  Greeks 
and  other  heathen  nations  as  merely  wicked  demons.  Demons, 
he  says,  wh^her  diey  circulate  in  the  dark  and  heavy  atmosphere 
which  encircles  our  sphere  or  inhabit  the  cavernous  dwellings 
which  exist  within  it,  find  charms  only  in  tombs  and  in  the 
sepulchres  of  the  dead,  and  in  impure  and  unclean  places.  They 
delight  in  the  blood  of  animals,  and  in  the  putrid  exhalations 
which  rise  from  their  bodies,  as  well  as  in  earthly  vapours.  Their 
leaders,  whether  as  inhabitants  of  the  upper  regions  of  the  atmos- 
phere  or  plunged  in  the  abyss  of  hell,  having  discovered  that  the 
human  race  had  deified  and  ofTened  sacrifices  to  men  who  were 
dead,  promoted  the  delusion  in  oider  to  savour  the  blood  which 
flowed  and  the  fumes  of  the  burning  flesh.  They  deceived  men 
by  the  motions  conveyed  to  idols  and  statues,  by  the  oracles  they 
delivered,  and  by  Idling  diseases,  with  which,  by  the  power 
inherent  in  their  nature,  they  had  before  invisibly  smitten  bodies, 
and  which  they  removed  by  ceasing  to  torture  them.  These 
demons  first  introduced  magic  amongst  men.3  We  may  here 
refer  to  the  account  of  a  miracle  which  Eusebius  seriously  quotes, 
as  exemplifying  another  occasional  function  of  the  angels.  The 
heretical  Bishop  Natalius,  having  in  vain  been  admonished  by 
God  in  dreams,  was  at  last  lashed  through  the  whole  of  a  night 
by  holy  angels,  till  he  was  brought  to  repentance  and,  clad  in 
sackcloth  and  covered  with  ashes,  he  at  length  threw  himself  at 
the  feet  of  Zephyrinus,  then  Bishop  of  Rome,  pointing  to  the 
marks  of  the  scouiges  which  he  had  received  from  the  angels,  and 
implored  to  be  again  received  into  communion  with  the  Church.^ 
Augustine  says  that  demons  inhabit  the  atmosphere,  as  in  a  prison, 
and  deceive  men,  persuading  them,  by  their  wonderful  and  false 
signs  or  doings  or  predictions,  that  they  are  gods. 5  He  considers 
the  origin  of  their  name  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures  worthy  of  notice ; 
they  are  called  Aai/Aovcs  in  Greek,  on  account  of  their  knowledge.^ 
By  their  experience  of  certain  signs,  which  are  hidden  from  us, 
they  can  read  much  more  of  the  future,  and  sometimes  even 
announce  beforehand  what  they  intend  to  <Jo.     Speaking  of  his 

'  JnstiU  Dkf.,  ii.  i6. 

»  /(*.,  iv.  27  ;  cf.  Arnobius,  Adv.  Gentes^  i.  46. 

3  Prtep.  Evang.^  v.  2  f. 

^  H.  E,y  V.  28.  5  i^e  Cimtate  Dei,  viii.  22. 

*  Cf.  Lactantius,  Ins  Hi »  Div,,  ii.  14. 
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own  time,  and  with  strong  expressions  of  assurance,  Augustine 
says  that  not  only  Scripture  testifies  that  angels  have  appeared  to 
men  with  bodies  which  could  not  only  be  seen,  but  felt ;  but,  what 
is  more,  it  is  a  general  report,  and  many  have  personal  experience 
of  it,  or  have  learned  it  from  those  who  have  knowledge  of  the 
fact,  and  of  whose  truth  there  is  no  doubt,  that  satyrs  and 
fauns,  generally  called  Incubi^  have  frequently  perpetrated  their 
peculiar  wickedness ;'  and  also  that  certain  demons,  called  by 
the  Gauls  Dusii^  every  day  attempt  and  effect  the  same  unclean- 
ness,  as  witnesses  eqiudly  numerous  and  trustworthy  assert,  so  that 
it  would  be  impertinence  to  deny  it.' 

Lactantius,  again,  ridicules  the  idea  that  there  can  be  antipodes, 
and  he  can  scarcely  credit  that  there  can  be  anyone  so  silly  as  to 
believe  that  there  are  men  whose  feet  are  higher  than  their  heads, 
or  that  grain  and  trees  grow  do^Miwards,  and  rain,  snow,  and  hail 
fall  upwards  to  the  earth.  After  jesting  at  those  who  hold  such 
ridiculous  views,  he  points  out  that  their  blunders  arise  from  sup- 
posing that  the  heaven  is  round,  and  the  world,  consequently, 
round  Kke  a  ball,  and  enclosed  within  it.  But  if  that  were 
the  case,  it  must  present  the  same  appearance  to  all  parts 
of  heaven,  with  mountains,  plains,  and  seas,  and  consequently 
there  would  be  no  part  of  the  earth  uninhabited  by  men 
and  animals.  Lactantius  does  not  know  what  to  say  to  those 
who,  having  fallen  into  such  an  error,  persevere  in  their  folly 
{stultitia\  and  defend  one  vain  thing  by  another ;  but  sometimes 
he  sup[)oses  that  they  philosophise  in  jest,  or  knowingly  defend 
falsehoods  to  display  their  ingenuity.  Space  alone  prevents  his 
proving  that  it  is  impossible  for  heaven  to  be  below  the  earth. 3 
St,  Augustine,  with  equal  boldness,  declares  that  the  stories  told 
about  the  antipodes — that  is  to  say,  that  there  are  men  whose  feet 
are  s^inst  our  footsteps,  and  upon  whom  the  sun  rises  when  it 
sets  to  us — are  not  to  be  believed.  Such  an  assertion  is  not  sup- 
ported by  any  historical  evidence,  but  rests  upon  mere  conjecture, 
based  on  the  rotundity  of  the  earth.  But  those  who  maintain 
such  a  theory  do  not  consider  that,  even  if  the  earth  be  round,  it 
does  not  follow  that  the  opposite  side  is  not  covered  with  water. 
Besides,  if  it  be  not,  why  should  it  be  inhabited,  seeing  that,  on 


*  **  Improhos  sttpc  exstitisse  muUeribus^  et  earum  appetisse  at  pcregUse  cotuu- 
bittw*:' 

'  De  Civ.  Dei.f  xv.  23.  So  undeniable  was  the  existence  of  these  evil 
spirits,  Incubi  and  Sucntbiy  considered,  and  so  real  their  wicked  practices, 
that  Pope  Innocent  VIII.  denounced  them  in  a  Papal  Bull  in  1484.  Burton 
most  seriously  belicred  in  them,  as  he  shows  in  his  Aftatomy  of  Melancholy 
(iii.  2).  Similar  demons  are  frequently  mentioned  in  the  Talmudic  literature. 
Cf.  Eisenmenger,  Ent<L  Judenthum,  i.,  p.  374  ;  ii.,  p.  421  ff.,  426  (T. 

3  Instil,  Div.,  iiL  24. 
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the  one  hand,  it  is  in  no  way  possible  that  the  Scriptures  can  lie, 
and,  on  the  other,  it  is  too  absurd  (nimisque  absurdum  est)  to  affirm 
that  any  men  can  have  traversed  such  an  immensity  of  ocean  to 
establish  the  human  race  there  from  that  one  first  man  Adam  ?' 

Clement  of  Rome  had  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  story  of 
the  Phoenix,'  that  wonderful  bird  of  Arabia  and  the  adjoining 
countries  which  lives  500  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time, 
its  dissolution  being  at  hand,  it  builds  a  nest  of  spices,  in  which  it 
dies.  From  the  decaying  flesh,  however,  a  worm  is  generated, 
which,  being  strengthened  by  the  juices  of  the  bird,  produces 
feathers  and  is  transformed  into  a  phoenix.  Clement  adds  that 
it  then  flies  away  with  the  nest  containing  the  bones  of  its  defunct 
parent  to  the  city  of  Heliopolis  in  Egypt,  and  in  full  daylight  and 
in  the  sight  of  all  men  it  lays  them  on  the  altar  of  the  sun.  On 
examining  their  roisters,  the  priests  find  that  the  bird  has  returned 
precisely  at  the  completion  of  the  500  years.  This  bird,  Clement 
considers,  is  an  emblem  of  the  Resurrection. 3  So  does  Tertullian, 
who  repeats  the  story  with  equal  confidence.'*  It  is  likewise 
referred  to  in  the  Apostolic  Constitutions,  s  Celsus  quotes  the 
narrative  in  his  work  against  Christianity  as  an  instance  of  the 
piety  of  irrational  creatures,  and  although  Origen,  in  reply,  while 
admitting  that  the  story  is  indeed  recorded,  puts  in  a  cautious  "  if 
it  be  true,"  he  proceeds  to  account  for  the  phenomenon  on  the 
ground  that  God  may  have  made  this  isolated  creature  in  order 
that  men  might  admire  not  the  bird,  but  its  creator.^  Cyril  of 
Jerusalem  likewise  quotes  the  story  from  Clement.7  The  author 
of  the  almost  canonical  Epistle  of  Barnabas,  explaining  the  typical 
meaning  of  the  code  of  Moses  regarding  clean  and  unclean 
animals  which  were  or  were  not  to  be  eaten,  states  as  a  fact  that 
the  hare  annually  increases  the  number  of  its  foramina^  for  it  has 

'  De  Civ,  Deiy  w-i.  9.  The  Roman  Clement,  in  an  eloquent  passage  on  the 
harmony  of  the  universe,  speaks  of  **  the  unsearchable  places  of  abysses  anrl 
the  inexplicable  arrangements  of  the  lower  world,"  and  of  "the  ocean, 
impassable  to  man.  and  the  worlds  beyond  it"  {Ep,  ad  Corintk.y  xx. )• 
On^en  refers  to  this  passage  in  the  following  terms  :  *'  Clement,  indeed,  a 
disciple  of  the  Apostles,  makes  mention  also  of  those  whom  the  Greeks  call 
* ApTixBovei^  and  of  those  parts  of  the  orb  of  the  earth  to  which  neither  can  any 
of  our  people  approximate,  nor  can  any  of  those  who  are  there  cross  over  to 
us,  which  he  called  *  worlds,'  saying,  etc.  (Di  Principiis^  ii.  3,  §  6).  Such 
views,  however,  were  general. 

'  The  Talmud  speaks  frequently  of  the  Phoenix.  It  is  not  subject  to  the 
angel  of  death,  but  is  immortal,  because  when  Eve  offered  it,  together  with  all 
other  created  things,  the  forbidden  fruit  to  eat,  it  alone  refused.  Sec  authorities, 
Eisenmenger,  Entd.Jud.^  i.,  p.  371,  p.  867  ff. 

3  Ep.  ad  Corinth.^  xxix.  *  De  Resiirr.,  §  13.  5  v.  7, 

*  Cotitra  Cels.y  iv.  98.  The  same  fable  is  referred  to  by  Herodotus  (ii.  73), 
and  also  by  Pliny  {Nat,  Hist.j  x.  2). 

?  Ca/cch.f  xviii.  8. 
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as  many  as  the  years  it  lives.'  He  also  mentions  that  the  hyena 
changes  its  sex  every  year,  being  alternately  male  and  female.^ 
TertiiUian  also  paints  out  as  a  recognised  fact  the  annual  change 
of  sex  of  the  hyena,  and  he  adds  :  "I  do  not  mention  the  stag, 
since  itself  is  the  \ntness  of  its  own  age ;  feeding  on  the  serpent, 
it  languishes  into  youth  from  the  working  of  the  poison. "3  The 
geocentric  theory  of  the  Church,  which  elevated  man  into  the 
supreme  place  in  the  universe,  and  considered  creation  in  general 
to  be  solely  for  his  use,  naturally  led  to  the  misinterpretation  of  all 
cosmical  phenomena.  Such  spectacles  as  eclipses  and  comets 
were  universally  regarded  as  awful  portents  of  impending  evil, 
signs  of  God\s  anger,  and  forerunners  of  national  calamities.* 
We  have  already  referred  to  the  account  given  by  Josephus  of  the 
portents  which  were  supposed  to  announce  the  coming  destruction 
of  the  Holy  City,  amongst  which  were  a  star  shaped  like  a  sword, 
a  comet,  and  other  celestial  phenomena.  Volcanoes  were  con- 
sidered openin^j^s  into  hell,  and  not  only  does  Tertullian  hold  them 
to  be  so,  but  he  asks,  Who  will  not  deem  these  punishments  .some- 
limes  inflicted  upon  mountains  as  examples  of  the  judgments 
which  menace  the  wicked  ?5 


'  "Oj-a  74,0  ^Tii  ^jj,  TtxraiTas  ?x^i  Tpvwai.     ex. 

^  c.  X.  He  also  says  of  the  weasel :  T6  yd.p  j^Ctoy  tovto  r^J  ffrdtiaTi  klci.  Cf. 
Origen,  Contra  Ceh.^  iv.  93  ;  Clement  of  Alex,  refers  to  the  common  belief 
fvij^arding  these  animals.     Ptcdai^.^  ii.  lo. 

^  "'Hytcna,  si  obscn'rs^  sexus  anna/is  est,  marem  el  feminam  alternat.  Taceo 
centum  qu^d et  ipse  <ctatis  siuc  a'biter,  serpentc  pastns,  veneno  langttescit  in 
jttventutem''  {De  Pallia,  §3). 

••  Cf.  Tertullian,  Ad.  Scap.,  Jj  3;  Sozomen,  /I.E.,  viii.  4,  iv.  5. 

5  De  Penilcnlia,  %  12.  Gregory  the  Great  gives  a  singular  account  (Z)/W. 
iv.  30)  which  he  had  heard  of  a  hennil  who  had  seen  Tl\eodoric,  and  one  of 
the  Popes,  John,  in  chains,  cast  into  the  crater  of  one  of  the  Lipari  volcanoes, 
which  were  believed  to  l>e  entrances  into  hell. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE   PERMANENT   STREAM    OF    MIRACULOUS    PRETENSION 

We  have  given  a  most  imperfect  sketch  of  some  of  the  opinions 
and  superstitions  prevalent  at  the  time  of  Jesus,  and  when  the 
books  of  the  New  Testament  were  written.  These,  as  we  have 
seen,  continued  with  little  or  no  modification  throughout  the  first 
centuries  of  our  era.  It  must,  however,  be  remembered  that  the 
few  details  we  have  given,  omitting  most  of  the  grosser  particulars, 
are  the  views  deliberately  expressed  by  the  most  educated  and 
intelligent  part  of  the  community,  and  that  it  would  have  required 
infinitely  darker  colours  adequately  to  have  portrayed  the  dense 
ignorance  and  superstition  of  the  mass  of  the  Jews.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  receive  the  reix)rt  of  supposed  marvellous  occurrences 
from  an  age  and  people  like  this  without  the  gravest  suspicion. 
Even  so  thorough  a  defender  of  miracles  as  Newman  admits  that 
"Witnesses  must  be  not  only  honest,  but  competent  also;  that 
is,  such  as  have  ascertained  the  facts  which  they  attest,  or  who 
report  after  examination"/  and  although  the  necessities  of  his 
case  oblige  him  to  assert  that  "  the  testimony  of  men  of  science 
and  general  knowledge  "  must  not  be  required,  he  admits,  under 
the  head  of  "deficiency  of  examination,"  that  "Enthusiasm, 
ignorance,  and  habitual  credulity  are  defects  which  no  number 
of  witnesses  removes."^  Wg  have  shown  how  rank  were  these 
"defects"  at  the  commencement  of  the  Christian  era,  and  among 
the  chief  witnesses  for  Christianity.  Miracles  which  spring  from 
such  a  hot-bed  of  superstition  are  too  natural  in  such  a  soil  to  be 
objects  of  surprise  and,  in  losing  their  exceptional  character,  their 
claims  upon  attention  are  proportionately  weakened,  if  not  altogether 
destroyed.  Preternatural  interference  with  the  afiairs  of  life  and 
the  phenomena  of  nature  was  the  rule  in  those  days,  not  the 
exception,  and  miracles,  in  fact,  had  lost  all  novelty  and,  through 
familiarity,  had  become  degraded  into  mere  commonplace.  The 
Gospel  miracles  were  not  original  in  their  character,  but  were 
substantially  mere  repetitions  of  similar  wonders  well  known  among 
the  Jews,  or  commonly  supposed  to  be  of  daily  occurrence  even 
at  that  time.  In  fact,  the  idea  of  such  miracles,  in  such  an  age 
and    performed   among    such  a    people,  as  the  attestation  of  a 

»  Two  Essays,  etc.,  p.  78.  ="  /^.,  p.  81. 

83 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


84  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 


supernatural  Revelation,  may  with  singular  propriety  be  ascribed 
to  the  mind  of  that  period,  but  can  scarcely  be  said  to  bear  any 
traces  of  the  divine.  Indeed,  anticipating  for  a  moment  a  part 
of  our  subject  regarding  which  we  shall  have  more  to  say  herej^er, 
we  may  remark  that,  so  far  from  being  original  either  in  its  evidence 
or  form,  almost  every  religion  which  has  been  taught  in  the  world 
has  claimed  the  same  divine  character  as  Christianity,  and  has 
surrounded  the,  person  and  origin  of  its  central  figure  with  the 
same  supernatural  mystery.  Even  the  great  heroes  of  history, 
long  before  our  era,  had  their  immaculate  conception  and 
miraculous  birth. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  writers  of  the  New  Testament 
shared  the  popular  superstitions  of  the  Jews.  We  have  already 
given  more  than  one  instance  of  this,  and  now  we  have  only  to 
refer  for  a  moment  to  one  class  of  these  superstitions,  the  belief 
in  demoniacal  possession  and  origin  of  disease,  involving  clearly 
both  the  existence  of  demons  and  their  power  over  the  human 
race.  It  would  be  an  insult  to  the  understanding  of  those  who 
are  considering  this  question  to  pause  here  to  prove  that  the 
historical  books  of  the  New  Testament  speak  in  the  clearest  and 
most  unmistakable  terms  of  actual  demoniacal  possession.  Now, 
what  has  become  of  this  theory  of  disease  ?  The  Archbishop  of 
Dublin  is  probably  the  only  one  who  asserts  the  reality  of  demo- 
niacal possession  formerly  and  at  the  present  day,'  and  in  this  we 
must  say  that  he  is  consistent.  Milman,  on  the  other  hand, 
who  spoke  with  the  enlightenment  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
"  has  no  scruple  in  avowing  his  opinion  on  the  Subject  of  demo- 
niacs to  be  that  of  Joseph  Mede,  Lardner,  Dr.  Mead,  Paley,  and 

all  the  learned  modem  writers.     It  was  a  kind  of  insanity and 

nothing  was  more  probable  than  that  lunacy  should  take  the,  turn 
and  speak  the  language  of  the  prevailing  superstition  of  the  times."' 
The  Dean,  as  well  as  "  all  the  learned  modem  writers  "  to  whom 
he  refers,  felt  the  difficulty ;  but,  in  seeking  to  evade  it,  they  sacri- 
fice the  Gospels.  They  overlook  the  fact  that  the  writers  of  these 
narratives  not  only  themselves  adopt  "  the  prevailing  superstition 
of  the  times,"  but  represent  Jesus  as  doing  so  with  equal  complete- 
ness. There  is  no  possibility,  for  instance,  of  evading  such  state- 
ments as  those  in  the  miracle  of  the  country  of  the  Gadarenes, 
where  the  objectivity  of  the  demons  is  so  fully  recognised  that,  on 
being  cast  out  of  the  man,  they  are  represented  as  requesting  to  be 
allowed  to  go  into  the  herd  of  swine ;  and,  being  permitted  by 
Jesus  to  do  so,  the  entry  of  the  demons  into  the  swine  is  at  once 
signalised  by  the  herd  mnning  violently  down  the  cliff  into  the 

*  Notes  Oft  Miracles y  p.  164  f. 
'  History  of  Christianity^  i.,  p.  217,  note  (e). 
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lake,  and  being  dro\med.'  Archbishop  Trench  adopts  no  such 
ineffectual  evasion,  but  rightly  objects  :  "  Our  Lord  Himself  uses 
language  which  is  not  reconcilable  with  any  such  explanation. 
He  everywhere  speaks  of  demoniacs  not  as  persons  of  disordered 
intellects,  but  as  subjects  and  thralls  of  an  alien  spiritual  might ; 
He  addresses  the  evil  spirit  as  distinct  from  the  man :  *  Hold  thy 
peace,  and  come  out  of  him  * " ;  and  he  concludes  that  "  our  idea 
of  Christ's  absolute  veracity,  apart  from  the  value  of  the  truth 
which  He  communicated,  forbids  us  to  suppose  that  He  could 
have  spoken  as  He  did,  being  perfectly  aware  all  the  while  that 
there  was  no  corresponding  reality  to  justify  the  language  which 
He  used."*  Milman,  on  the  other  hand,  finds  "a  very  strong 
reason,"  which  he  does  not  remember  to  have  seen  urged  with 
sufficient  force,  "  which  may  have  contributed  to  induce  our  Lord 
to  adopt  the  current  language  on  the  point.  The  disbelief  in  these 
spiritual  influences  was  one  of  the  characteristics  of  the  unpopular 
sect  of  the  Sadducees.  A  departure  from  the  common  language, 
or  the  endeavour  to  correct  this  inveterate  error,  would  have  raised 
an  immediate  outcry  against  Him  from  His  watchful  and  malignant 
adversaries  as  an  unbelieving  Sadducee."3  Such  ascription  of 
politic  deception  for  the  sake  of  popularity  might  be  intelligible  in 
an  ordinary  case,  but  when  referred  to  the  central  personage  of  a 
Divine  revelation,  who  is  said  to  be  God  incarnate,  it  is  perfectly 
astounding.  The  Archbishop,  however,  rightly  deems  that  if 
Jesus  knew  that  the  Jewish  belief  in  demoniacal  possession  was 
baseless,  and  that  Satan  did  not  exercise  such  power  over  the 
bodies  or  spirits  of  men,  there  would  be  in  such  language  "  that 
absence  of  agreement  between  thoughts  and  words  in  which  the 
essence  of  a  lie  consists."*  It  is  difficult  to  say  whether  the 
dilemma  of  the  Dean  or  of  the  Archbishop  is  the  greater — the 
one  obliged  to  sacrifice  the  moral  character  of  Jesus  in  order  to 
escape  the  admission  for  Christianity  of  untenable  superstition, 
the  other  obliged  to  adopt  the  superstition  in  order  to  support 
the  veracity  of  the  language.  At  least,  the  course  of  the  Arch- 
bishop is  consistent,  and  worthy  of  respect.  The  attempt  to 
eliminate  the  superstitious  diagnosis  of  the  disease,  and  yet  to 
preserve  intact  the  miraculous  cure,  is  quite  ineffectual. 

Dr.  Trench  anticipates  the  natural  question,  why  there  are  no 
demoniacs  now,  if  there  were  so  many  in  those  days,5  and  he  is 
logically  compelled  to  maintain  that  there  may  still  be  persons 

'  Luke  viii.  26,  3J  ;  Mark  v.  12,  13 ;  cf.  Matt  viii.  28,  34.  In  the 
latter  Gospel  the  miracle  is  said  to  be  performed  in  the  country  of  the 
Gergesenes,  and  there  are  two  demoniacs  instead  of  one. 

*  Notes  m  Miracles^  p.  152  f. 

3  Milman,  History  of  Christianity ^  i.,  p.  218,  note. 

"♦  Notes  on  Miracles ^  p.  154.  ^  lb,,  p.  163. 
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possessed.  "It  raay  well  be  a  question,  moreover,"  he  says,  "if 
an  apostle,  or  one  with  apostolic  discernment  of  spirits,  were  to 
enter  into  a  madhouse  now,  how  many  of  the  sufferers  there  he 
might  not  recognise  as  possessed?"'  There  can  scarcely  be  a 
question  upon  the  point  at  all,  for  such  a  person  issuing  direct 
from  that  period,  without  subsequent  scientific  enlightenment, 
would  most  certainly  pronounce  them  all  "  possessed."  It  did 
not,  however,  require  an  apostle,  nor  even  one  with  apostolic  dis- 
cernment of  spirits,  to  recognise  the  possessed  at  that  time.  All 
those  who  are  represented  as  being  brought  to  Jesus  to  be  healed 
are  described  by  their  friends  as  having  a  devil  or  being  possessed, 
and  there  was  no  form  of  disease  more  general  or  more  commonly 
recognised  by  the  Jews.  For  what  reason  has  the  recognition  of, 
and  belief  in,  demoniacal  possession  passed  away  with  the  igno- 
rance and  superstition  which  were  then  prevalent  ? 

It  is  important  to  remember  that  the  theory  of  demoniacal 
possession,  and  its  supposed  cure  by  means  of  exorcism  and 
invocations,  was  most  common  among  the  Jews  long  before  the 
commencement  of  the  Christian  era.  As  casting  out  devils  was 
the  most  common  type  of  Christian  miracles,  so  it  was  the 
commonest  belief  and  practice  of  the  Jewish  nation.  Christianity 
merely  shared  the  national  superstition,  and  changed  nothing  but 
the  form  of  exorcism.  Christianity  did  not,  through  a  "  clearer 
perception  of  spirits,"  therefore,  originate  the  belief  in  demoniacal 
possession,  or  first  recognise  its  victims ;  nor  did  such  superior 
enlightenment  accompany  the  superior  morality  of  Christianity  as 
to  detect  the  ignorant  fallacy.  In  the  Old  Testament  we  find  the 
most  serious  evidence  of  the  belief  in  demonology  and  witchcraft. 
The  laws  against  them  set  the  example  of  that  unrelenting  severity 
with  which  sorcery  was  treated  for  so  many  centuries.  We  read  in 
Exodus  xxii.  i8  :  "Thou  shalt  not  suffer  a  witch  to  live."  Levit. 
xix.  31  :  "  Regard  not  them  which  have  familiar  spirits,  neither  seek 
after  wizards  to  be  defiled  by  them."  Levit.  xx.  6  :  "  And  the  soul 
that  tumeth  after  such  as  have  familiar  spirits,  and  after  wizards, 
to  go  a-whoring  after  them,  I  will  even  .set  my  face  against  that 
soul,  and  cut  him  off  from  among  his  people" ;  and  verse  27  :  "A 
man  also,  or  a  woman,  that  hath  a  familiar  spirit,  or  that  is  a 
wizard,  shall  surely  be  put  to  death ;  they  shall  stone  them  with 
stones  ;  their  blood  shall  be  upon  them."  Deut.  xviii.  10:  "  There 
shall  not  be  found  among  you  anyone  that  maketh  his  son  or  his 
daughter  to  pass  through  the  fire,  or  an  enchanter,  or  a  witch ; 
II.  Or  a  charmer,  or  a  consulter  with  familiar  spirits,  or  a  wizard, 

'  Notes  on  Miracles ^  p.  165.  In  a  note  the  Archbishop  says  that  "he 
understands  that  Esquirol  recognises  demoniacs  now,  and  that  there  could 
not  be  a  higher  authority.*' 
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or  a  necromancer  ;  12.  For  all  that  do  these  things  are  an  abomi- 
nation unto  the  I^ord,"  etc.  The  passages  which  assert  the  reality 
of  demonology  and  witchcraft,  however,  are  much  too  numerous 
to  permit  their  citation  here.  But  not  only  did  Christianity  thus 
inherit  the  long-prevalent  superstition,  but  it  transmitted  it  intact 
to  succeeding  ages  ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  demon- 
ology, with  its  consequent  and  inevitable  belief  in  witchcraft, 
sorcery,  and  magic,  continued  so  long  to  prevail  throui^hout 
Christendom,  as  much  through  the  authority  of  the  sacred  writings 
and  the  teaching  of  the  Church  as  through  the  superstitious 
ignorance  of  Europ)e. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  select  for  illustration  any  type  of  the 
Gosf)el  miracles  whose  fundamental  principle — belief  in  the  reaHty, 
malignant  action,  and  power  of  demons,  and  in  the  power  of  man 
to  control  them — has  received  fuller  or  more  permanent  living 
acceptance  from  posterity,  down  to  very  recent  times,  than  the 
cure  of  disease  ascribed  to  demoniacal  influence.  The  wiitings 
of  the  Fathers  are  full  of  the  belief ;  the  social  history  of  Europe 
teems  with  it.  The  more  pious  the  people,  the  more  firm  was 
their  conviction  of  its  reality.  From  times  antecedent  to  Chns- 
tianity,  until  medical  science  slowly  came  into  existence,  every 
form  of  disease  was  ascribed  to  demons.  Madness,  idiotcy, 
epilepsy,  and  every  shape  of  hysteria  were  the  commc  nest  forn  s 
of  their  malignity  ;  and  the  blind,  the  dumb,  and  the  deformed 
were  regarded  as  unquestionable  victims  of  their  malice.  Ever)' 
domestic  calamity,  from  the  convulsions  of  a  child  to  the  death  of 
a  cow,  was  unhesitatingly  attributed  to  their  agency.  The  more 
ignorant  the  community,  the  greater  the  number  of  its  possessed. 
Belief  in  the  power  of  sorcery,  witchcraft,  and  magic  was  inherent 
in  the  superstition,  and  the  universal  prevalence  shows  how  catholic 
was  the  belief  in  demoniacal  influence.  The  practice  of  these 
arts  is  solemnly  denounced  as  sin  in  the  New  Testament  and 
throughout  Patri.stic  literature,  and  the  Church  has  in  all  ages 
fulminated  against  it.  No  accusation  was  more  common  than 
that  of  practising  sorcery,  and  no  class  escaped  from  the  fatal 
suspicion.  Popes  were  charged  with  the  crime,  and  bishops  were 
found  guilty  of  it.  St.  Cyprian  was  said  to  have  been  a  magician 
before  he  became  a  Christian  and  a  Father  of  the  Church.' 
Athanasius  was  accused  of  sorcery  before  the  Synod  of  Tyre.^ 
Not  only  the  illiterate,  but  even  the  learned,  in  the  estimation  of 
their  age,  believed  in  it.  No  heresy  was  ever  persecuted  with 
more  unrelenting  hatred.  Popes  have  issued  bulls  vehemently 
anathematising  witches  and   sorcerers,  councils  have  proscribed 

'  Greg.  Nazianz.,  Orat.j  xviii. 

=  Thco.l.*ret,  ff.  E,^  i.  30;  cf.  Milmaii,  Hisf.  of  C/ins//'aii//y,  ii.,  p.  3;^. 
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them,  ecclesiastical  courts  have  consigned  tens  of  thousands  of 
persons  suspected  of  being  such  to  the  stake,  monarchs  have 
written  treatises  against  them  and  invented  tortures  for  their  con- 
viction, and  every  nation  in  Europe,  and  almost  every  generation, 
have  passed  the  most  stringent  laws  against  them.  Upon  no 
point  has  there  ever  been  greater  unanimity  of  belief.  Church 
and  State  have  vied  with  each  other  for  the  suppression  of  the 
abominable  crime.  Every  phenomenon  of  nature,  every  unwelcome 
occurrence  of  social  life,  as  well  as  every  natural  disease,  has  been 
ascribed  to  magic  and  demons.  The  historical  records  of  Europe 
are  filled  with  the  deliberate  trial  and  conviction,  uf)on  what 
was  deemed  evidence,  of  thousands  of  sorcerers  and  witches. 
Hundreds  have  been  found  guilty  of  exercising  demoniacal 
influence  over  the  elements,  from  Sopater  the  philosopher,  executed 
under  Constantine  for  preventing,  by  adverse  winds,  the  arrival 
of  com  ships  at  Constantinople,  to  Dr.  Fian  and  other  witches 
horribly  tortured  and  burnt  for  causing  a  stormy  passage  on  the 
return  of  James  I.  from  Denmark.'  Thousands  of  men  and  tens 
of  thousands  of  women  have  been  done  to  death  by  every  con- 
ceivable torment  for  causing  sickness  or  calamity  by  sorcery,  or 
for  flying  through  the  air  to  attend  the  witches'  sabbath.  When 
scepticism  as  to  the  reality  of  the  demoniacal  powers  of  sorcery 
tardily  began  to  arise,  it  was  fiercely  reprobated  by  the  Church  as 
infidelity.  Even  so  late  as  the  seventeenth  century,  a  man  like  Sir 
Thomas  Browne  not  only  did  not  include  the  belief  among  the 
vulgar  errors  which  he  endeavoured  to  expose,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
wrote :  **  For  my  part,  I  have  ever  believed,  and  do  now  know, 
that  there  are  \\itches.  They  that  doubt  of  them  do  not  only 
deny  them,  but  spirits ;  and  are  obliquely,  and  upon  consequence, 
a  S3rt  not  of  infidels,  but  Atheists."*  In  1664  Sir  Thomas  Hale, 
in  passing  sentence  of  death  against  two  women  convicted  of 
being  witches,  declared  that  the  reality  of  witchcraft  was  undeniable, 
because  **  first,  the  Scriptures  had  affirmed  so  much  ;  and,  secondly, 
the  wisdom  of  all  nations  had  provided  laws  against  such  persons, 
which  is  an  argument  of  their  confidence  in  such  a  crime."3  Even 
the  eighteenth  century  was  stained  with  the  blood  of  persons 
tortured  and  executed  for  sorcery. 

Notwithstanding  all  this  persistent  and  unanimous  confirmation, 

*  Pilcairn's  Criminal  Trials  of  Scotland^  i.,  pp.  213,  223. 

'  Reli^f^o  Medici^  Works  (Bohn),  ii.,  p.  43  f. 

3  Collection  of  Rare  and  Curious  Tracts  Relating  to  Witchcraft ^  London, 
1838.  Cf.  Lecky,  Hist,  of  the  Rise  and  Influence  of  the  Spirit  of  Rationalism 
in  Europe^  3rd  ed.,  1866,  i.,  p.  120.  The  reader  is  referred  to  this  able  work, 
as  well  as  to  Buckleys  Hist,  of  Civilisaiiony  for  much  interesting  information 
regarding  magic  and  witchcraft,  as  well  as  religious  superstition  and  miraculous 
pretensions  generally. 
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we  ask  again  :  What  has  now  become  of  the  belief  in  demoniacal 
possession  and  sorcery?     It  has  utterly  disappeared.     "Joseph 
Mede,  I^rdner,  Dr.  Mead,   Paley,  and   all  the  learned  modem 
writers  "  with  Dean  Milman,  as  we  have  seen,  explain  it  away,  and 
such  a  theory  of  disease  and  elemental  disturbance  is  universally 
recognised  to  have  been  a  groundless  superstition.     The  countless 
number  of  persons  tormented  and  put  to  death  for  the  supposed 
crime  of  witchcraft  and  sorcery  were  mere  innocent  victims  to 
ignorance  and  credulity.     At  the  commencement  of  our  era  ever)' 
disease  was  ascribed  to  the  agency  of  demons  simply  because  the 
nature  of  disease  was  not  understood,  and  the   writers   of  the 
Gospels  were  not,  in  this  respect,  one  whit  more  enlightened  than 
the  Jews.     The  progress  of  science,  however,  has  not  only  dispelled 
the  superstitious  theory  as  regards  disease  in  our  time  ;  its  effects 
are  retrospective.     Science  not  only  declares   the   ascription   of 
disease  to  demoniacal  possession  or  malignity  to  be  an  idle  super- 
stition now,  but  it  equally  repudiates  the  assumption  of  such  a 
cause  at  any  time.     The  diseases  referred  by  the  Gospels,  and  by 
the  Jews  of  that  time,  to  the  action  of  devils,  exist  now,  but  they 
are  knowTi  to  proceed  from  purely  physical  causes.     The  same 
superstition  and   niedical   ignorance   would   enunciate   the   same 
diagnosis  at  the  present   day.     The  superstition  and  ignorance, 
however,    have    pas.sed    away,   and    with   them   the    demoniacal 
theory.     In  that  day  the  theory  was  as  baseless  as  in  this.     This 
is  the  logical  conclusion  of  every  educated  man. 

It  is  obvious  that,  with  the  necessary  abandonment  of  the 
theory  of  "possession"  afld  demoniacal  origin  of  disease,  the 
largest  class  of  miracles  recorded  in  the  Gospels  is  at  once 
exploded.  The  asserted  cause  of  the  diseases  of  this  class,  said 
to  have  been  miraculously  healed,  must  be  recognised  to  be  a 
mere  vulgar  superstition,  and  the  narratives  of  such  miracles, 
ascribing  as  they  do,  in  perfect  simplicity,  distinct  objectivity  to  the 
supposed  "possessing"  demons,  and  reporting  their  very  words 
and  actions,  at  once  assume  the  character  of  mere  imaginative  and 
fabulous  writings  bsused  upon  superstitious  tradition,  and  cannot  be 
accepted  as  the  sober  and  intelligent  report  of  eye-witnesses.  W^e 
shall  presently  see  how  far  this  inference  is  supported  by  the 
literary  evidence  regarding  the  date  and  composition  of  the 
Gosp)els. 

The  deduction,  however,  does  not  end  here.  It  is  clear  that, 
this  large  class  of  Gospel  miracles  being  due  to  the  superstition  of 
an  ignorant  and  credulous  age,  the  insufficiency  of  the  evidence 
for  any  of  the  other  supposed  miraculous  occurrences  narrated  in 
the  same  documents  becomes  at  once  apparent.  Nothing  but  the 
most  irrefragable  testimony  could  possibly  warrant  belief  in  state- 
ments of  supernatural  events  which  contradict  all  experience,  and 
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are  opposed  to  all  science.  When  these  statements,  however,  are 
not  only  rendered,  d  priori^  suspicious  by  their  proceeding  from  a 
period  of  the  grossest  superstition  and  credulity,  but  it  becomes 
evident  that  a  considerable  part  of  them  are  due  solely  to  that 
superstition  and  credulity,  by  which,  moreover,  the  rest  may 
likewise  be  most  naturally  explained,  they  cannot  stand  against  the 
opposing  conviction  of  invariable  experience.  The  force  of  the 
testimony  is  gone.  We  are  far  from  using  this  language  in  an 
offensive  sense  concerning  the  Gospel  narratives,  which,  by  the 
simple  faith  of  the  writers,  present  the  most  noble-  aspect  of  the 
occurrences  of  which  superstition  is  capable.  Indeed,  viewed  as 
compositions  gradually  rising  out  of  pious  tradition,  and 
representing  the  best  spirit  of  their  times,  the  Gospels,  even  in 
ascribing  such  miracles  to  Jesus,  are  a  touching  illustration  of  the 
veneration  excited  by  his  elevated  character.  Devout  enthusiasm 
surrounded  his  memory  with  the  tradition  of  the  highest  exhibi- 
tions of  power  within  the  range  of  Jewish  imagination,  and  that 
these  conceptions  represent  merely  an  idealised  form  of  prevalent 
superstition  was  not  only  natural,  but  inevitable.  We  shall  here- 
after fully  examine  the  character  of  the  Gospels,  but  it  will  be 
sufficient  here  to  point  out  that  none  of  these  writings  lays  claim 
to  any  special  inspiration,  or  in  the  slightest  degree  pretends  to  be 
more  than  a  human  composition,'  and  subject  to  the  errors  of 
human  history. 

We  have  seen  how  incompetent  those  who  lived  at  the  time 
when  the  Gospel  miracles  are  supposed  to  have  taken  place  were 
to  furnish  reliable  testimony  regarding  such  phenomena ;  and  the 
gross  mistake  committed  in  regard  to  the  largest  class  of  these 
miracles,  connected  with  demoniacal  possession,  altogether  destroys 
the  value  of  the  evidence  for  the  rest,  and  connects  the  whole,  as 
might  have  been  expected,  with  the  general  superstition  and 
ignorance  of  the  period.  It  may  be  well  to  inquire,  further, 
whether  there  is  any  valid  reason  for  excepting  any  of  the  miracles 
of  Scripture  from  this  fate,  and  whether  there  was  any  special 
"  Age  of  Miracles  "  at  all,  round  which  a  privil^ed  line  can  be 
drawn  on  any  reasonable  ground. 

We  have  already  pointed  out  that  the  kind  of  evidence  which 
is  supposed  to  attest  the  Divine  revelation  of  Christianity,  so  far 
from  being  invented  for  the  purpose,  was  so  hackneyed,  so  to 
speak,  as  scarcely  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  nation  to  which  the 
revelation  was,  in  the  first  instance,  addressed.     Not  only  did  the 

'  See,  for  instance,  the  reasons  for  the  composition  of  the  third  Gospel  stated 
in  the  first  four  verses.  It  was  clearly  intended  in  the  first  instance  to  be  a 
private  document  for  the  use  of  Theophilus. 
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Old  Testament  contain  accounts  of  miracles  of  every  one  of  the 
types  related  in  the  New,  but  most  of  them  were  believed  to  be 
commonly  performed  both  before  and  after  the  commencement  of 
the  Christian  era.  That  demons  were  successfully  exorcised,  and 
diseases  cured,  by  means  of  spells  and  incantations,  was  never 
doubted  by  the  Jewish  nation.  Satanic  miracles,  moreover,  are 
not  only  recognised  throughout  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  but 
formed  a  leading  feature  of  -the  Patristic  creed.  The  early 
Christians  were  as  ready  as  the  heathen  to  ascribe  every  inexplicable 
occurrence  to  supernatural  agency,  and  the  only  difference  between 
them  was  as. to  the  nature  of  that  agency.  The  Jews  and  their 
heathen  neighbours  were  too  accustomed  to  supposed  preter- 
natural occurrences  to  feel  much  surprise  or  incredulity  at  the 
account  of  Christian  miracles ;  and  it  is  characteristic  of  the 
universal  superstition  of  the  period  that  the  Fathers  did  not  dream 
of  denying  the  reality  of  Pagan  miracles,  but  merely  attributed 
them  to  demons,  whilst  they  asserted  the  Divine  origin  of  their 
own.  The  reality  of  the  powers  of  sorcery  was  never  questioned. 
Every  marvel  and  every  narrative  of  supernatural  interference 
with  human  affairs  seemed  matter  of  course  to  the  superstitious 
credulity  of  the  age.  However  much  miracles  are  exceptions  to 
the  order  of  nature,  they  have  always  been  the  rule  in  the  history 
of  ignorance.  In  fact,  the  excess  of  belief  in  them  throughout 
many  centuries  of  darkness  is  fatal  to  their  claims  to  credence 
now.  The  Christian  miracles  are  rendered  as  suspicious  from 
their  place  in  a  long  sequence  of  similar  occurrences,  as  they  are 
by  being  exceptions  to  the  sequence  of  natural  phenomena.  It 
would  indeed  be  extraordinary  if  whole  cycles  of  miracles  occurring 
before  and  since  those  of  the  Gospels,  and  in  connection  with 
every  religion,  could  be  repudiated  as  fables,  and  those  alone 
maintained  as  genuine. 

No  attempt  is  made  to  deny  the  fact  that  miracles  are  common 
to  all  times  and  to  all  religious  creeds.  Newman  states  among 
the  conclusions  of  his  essay  on  the  miracles  of  early  ecclesiastical 
history :  "  That  there  was  no  Age  of  Miracles,  after  which  miracles 
ceased ;  that  there  have  been  at  all  times  true  miracles  and  false 
miracles,  true  accounts  and  false  accounts ;  that  no  authoritative 
guide  is  supplied  to  us  for  drawing  the  line  between  the  two."' 
Dr.  Mozley  also  admits  that  morbid  love  of  the  marvellous  in  the 
human  race  "has  produced  a  constant  stream  of  miraculous 
pretension  in  the  world,  which  accompanies  man  wherever  he  is 
found,  and  is  a  part  of  his  mental  and  physical  history."^  Igno- 
rance and  its  invariable  attendant,  superstition,  have  done  more 

'   Two  Essays  011  Scripture  Mi  racks,  elc,  1870,  p.  100. 
'  Bampton  Lectures^  p.  206. 
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than  mere  love  of  the  marvellous  to  produce  and  perpetuate 
belief  in  miracles,  and  there  cannot  be  any  doubt  that  the  removal 
of  ignorance  always  leads  to  their  cessation.*  The  Hampton 
lecturer  proceeds :  "  Heathenism  had  its  running  stream  of  super- 
natural pretensions  in  the  shape  of  prophecy,  exorcism,  and  the 
miraculous  cures  of  diseases,  which  the  temples  of  Esculapius 
recorded  with  pompous  display."'  So  far  from  the  Gospel  miracles 
being  original,  and  a  presentation,  for  the  first  time,  of  phenomena 
until  then  unknown  and  unlikely  to  suggest  themselves  to  the 
mind,  "  Je>\'ish  supematuralism  was  indeed  going  on  side  by  side 
with  our  Lord's  miracles."3  Dr.  Mozley,  however,  rebuts  the 
inference  which  has  been  drawn  from  this,  "  That  His  miracles 
could  not,  in  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  be  evidences  of  His 
distinctive  teaching  and  mission,  inasmuch  as  miracles  were 
common  to  Himself  and  His  opponents,"  by  the  assertion  that  a 
very  marked  distinction  exists  between  the  Gospel  miracles  and 
all  others.-^  He  perfectly  recognises  the  consequence  if  such  a 
distinction  cannot  be  clearly  demonstrated.  "The  criticism, 
therefore,  which  evidential  miracles,  or  miracles  which  serve  as 
evidence  of  a  revelation,  must  come  up  to,  if  they  are  to  accom- 
plish the  object  for  which  they  are  designed,  involves  at  the  outset 
this  condition — that  the  evidence  of  such  miracles  must  be 
distinguishable  from  the  evidences  of  this  permanent  stream  of 
miraculous  pretension  in  the  world  ;  that  such  miracles  must  be 
separated  by  an  interval  not  only  from  the  facts  of  the  order  of 
nature,  but  also  from  the  common  running  miraculous,  which  is 
the  simple  offshoot  of  human  nature.  Can  evidential  miracles 
be  inserted  in  this  promiscuous  mass,  so  as  not  to  be  confounded 
with  it,  but  to  assert  their  own  truth  and  distinctive  source  ?  If 
they  cannot,  there  is  an  end  to  the  proof  of  a  revelation  by  miracles; 
if  they  can,  it  remains  to  see  whether  the  Christian  miracles  are 
thus  distinguishable,  and  whether  their  nature,  their  object,  and 
their  evidence  vindicate  their  claim  to  this  distinctive  truth  and 
Divine  source.  "5 

Now,  regarding  this  distinction  between  Gospel  and  other 
miracles,  it  must  be  observed  that  the  religious  feeling  which 
influenced  the  composition  of  the  Scripture  narratives  of  miracles 
naturally  led  to  the  exclusion  of  all  that  was  puerile  or  ignoble  in 
the  traditions  preserved  regarding  the  Great  Master.  The  elevated 
character  of  Jesus  afforded  no  basis  for  what  was  petty,  and  the 
devotion  with  which  he  was  regarded  when  the  Gospels  wefe 
written  insured  the  noblest  treatment  of  his  history  within  certain 


'  Cf.  Buckle,  Hist,  of  Civilisation y  i.,  p.  373  ff.;  cf.  p.  122  ff.;  iii.,  p.  35. 

'  Bampton  Lectures^  p.  206. 

3  Ib.y  p.  209.  ^  Ib,y  p.  209.  5  Jb,^  p.  208. 
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limits.  We  must,  therefore,  consider  the  bare  facts  composing 
the  miracles,  rather  than  the  narrative  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  said  to  have  been  produced,  in  order  rightly  to  judge  of 
the  comparative  features  of  different  miracles.  If  we  take  the 
case  of  a  person  raised  from  the  dead,  literary  skill  may  invest 
the  account  with  more  or  less  of  dramatic  interest  and  dignity; 
but,  whether  the  main  £act  be  surrounded  with  pathetic  and 
picturesque  details,  as  in  the  account  of  the  raising  of  Lazarus  in 
the  fourth  Gospel,  or  the  person  be  simply  restored  to  life  without 
them,  it  is  the  fact  of  the  resurrection  which  constitutes  the 
miracle,  and  it  is  in  the  facts  alone  that  we  must  seek  distinction, 
disregarding  and  distrusting  the  accessories.  In  the  one  case  the 
effect  may  be  much  more  impressive,  but  in  the  other  the  bare 
raising  of  the  dead  is  not  a  whit  less  miraculous.  We  have  been 
accustomed  to  read  the  Gospel  narratives  of  miracles  with  so 
much  special  veneration  that  it  is  now  difficult  to  recognise  how 
much  of  the  distinction  of  these  miracles  is  due  to  the  composition, 
and  to  their  place  in  the  history  of  Jesus.  No  other  miracles,  or 
account  of  miracles,  ever  had  such  collateral  advantages. 

The  Archbishop  of  Dublin  says  :  "  Few  points  present  greater 
difficulties  than  the  attempt  to  fix  accurately  the  moment  when 
these  miraculous  powers  were  withdrawn  from  the  Church  "  ;  and 
he  argues  that  they  were  withdrawn  when  it  entered  into  what  he 
calls  its  permanent  state,  and  no  longer  required  "  these  props  and 
strengthenings  of  the  infant  plant."'  That  their  retrocession  was 
gradual  he  considers  natural,  and  he  imagines  the  fulness  of 
Divine  power  as  gradually  waning  as  it  was  subdivided,  first 
among  the  Apostles  and  then  among  the  ever-multiplying 
members  of  the  Church,  until  by  sulMlivision  it  became  virtually 
extinct,  leaving  as  a  substitute  "the  standing  wonder  of  a 
Church."'  This,  of  course,  is  not  argument,  but  merely  the  Arch- 
bishop's fanciful  explanation  of  a  serious  difficulty.  The  fact  is, 
however,  that  the  Gospel  miracles  were  preceded  and  accompanied 
by  others  of  the  same  type,  and  were  also  followed  by  a  long 
succession  of  others,  quite  as  well  authenticated,  whose  occurreiKe 
only  became  less  frequent  in  proportion  as  the  diffusion  of 
knowledge  dispelled  popular  credulity.  Even  at  the  present  day 
a  stray  miracle  is  (torn  time  to  time  reported  in  outlying  districts,, 
where  the  ignorance  and  superstition  wjiich  formerly  produced  so 
abundant  a  growth  of  them  are  not  yet  entirely  dispelled. 

Papias  of  Hierapolis  narrates  a  wonderful  story,  according  to 
Eusebius,  which  he  had  heard  from  the  daughters  of  the  Apostle 
Philip,  who  lived  at  the  same  time  in  Hierapolis  :  **  For  he  relates 
that  a  dead  man  was  restored  to  life  in  his  day."3    Justin  Martyr, 

*  Notes  on  Miracles^  p.  54.  "*  Ib,y  ^  55.  3  Eusebius,  H.  E.^  iii.  39. 
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speaking  of  his  own  time,  frequently  asserts  that  Christians  still 
receive  the  gift  of  healing,  of  foreknowledge,  and  of  prophecy,' 
and  he  points  out  to  the  Roman  Senate,  as  a  fact  happening  under 
their  own  observation,  that  many  demoniacs  throughout  all  the 
world  and  in  their  own  city  have  been  healed,  and  are  healed, 
many  of  the  Christian  men  among  us  exorcising  them  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ,  subduing  and  expelling  the  possessing  demons 
out  of  the  man,  although  all  the  other  exorcists,  with  incantations 
and  spells,  had  failed  to  do  so.^  Theophilus  of  Antioch  likewise 
states  that  to  his  day  demons  are  exorcised. 3  Irenaeus,  in  the 
clearest  manner,  claims  for  the  Church  of  his  time  the  continued 
possession  of  the  Divine  x<*A>"^/^Ta.  He  contrasts  the  miracles 
of  the  followers  of  Simon  and  Carpocrates,  which  he  ascribes  to 
magical  illusions,  with  those  of  Christians,  "  For  they  can  neither 
give  sight  to  the  blind,"  he  continues,  "  nor  to  the  deaf  hearing, 
nor  cast  out  all  demons,  but  only  those  introduced  by  themselves 
— if  they  can  even  do  that — nor  heal  the  sick,  the  lame,  the 
paralytic,  nor  those  afflicted  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  as  has 

been  often  done  in  regard  to  bodily  infirmity But  so  far  are 

they  from  raising  the  dead,  as  the  Lord  raised  them  and  the 
Apostles  by  prayer,  and  as  frequently  in  the  brotherhood,  when 
the  whole  Church  in  a  place  made  supplication  with  much  fasting 
and  prayer,  the  spirit  of  the  dead  was  constrained  to  return,  and 
the  man  was  freely  restored  in  answer  to  the  prayers  of  the  saints,* 
— that  they  do  not  believe  this  can  possibly  be  done."^  Dr. 
Mozley,  who  desires,  for  the  purpose  of  his  argument,  to  weaken 
the  evidence  of  patristic  belief  in  the  continuance  of  miracles, 
says,  regarding  this  last  passage  on  raising  the  dead  :  "  But  the 
reference  is  so  vague  that  it  possesses  but  little  weight  as  testi- 
mony."s  The  language  of  Irenaeus  is  vague  only  in  so  far  as 
sf)ecific  detailed  instances  are  not  given  of  the  miracles  referred 
to ;  but  no  language  could  be  more  definite  or  explicit  to  express* 
his  meaning — namely,  the  assertion  that  the  prayers  of  Christian 
communities  had  frequently  restored  the  dead  to  life.  Eusebius, 
who  quotes  the  passage  and  who  has  preserved  to  us  the  original 
Greek,  clearly  recognised  this.  He  says,  when  making  the 
quotations  :  "  In  the  second  book  of  the  same  work  he  [Irenaeus] 
testifies  that  up  to  his  time  tokens  of  Divine  and  miraculous 
power  remained  in  some  Churches."^  In  the  next  chapter,  Irenaeus 
further  says  :  "  On  which  account  also  his  true  disciples,  receiving. 

*  Cf.  Dial,  c,  Tryph,^  xxxix.,  Ixxxii.,  lxxx\-iii.,  etc 

'  ApoL,  ii.  6,  cf.  Dial,  c,  Tryphon,^  xxx.,  Ixxvi.,  Ixaycv.,  etc. 
3  Ad  AutolycutHy  ii.  8, 

*  Irenaeus,  Adv.  Har,,  ii.  31,  §  2  ;  Eusebius,  If.  £,,  y,  7. 

5  Bampton  Lectures^  Note  i.  on  Lecture  VIIL  (p.  ;8io),  p.  371. 
«  H.  E,y  V.  7. 
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grace  from  him,  work  (miracles)  in  his  name  for  the  benefit  of  the 
rest  of  mankind,  according  to  the  gift  received  from  him  by  each 
of  them,  for  some  do  certainly  and  truly  (^c)8aiws  koI  aArjOios) 
cast  out  demons,  so  that  frequently  those  very  men  who  have  thus 
been  cleansed  from  the  evil  spirits  both  believe  and  are  now  in  the 
Church.  And  some  have  foreknowledge  of  future  occurrences 
and  visions  and  prophetic  utterances.  Others  heal  the  sick  by  the 
imposition  of  hands,  and  make  them  whole.  Indeed,  as  we  have 
already  stated,  even  the  dead  have  been  raised  up,  and  have 
remained  with  us  for  many  years.  And  what  more  shall  I  say  ? 
It  is  not  possible  to  state  the  number  of  the  gifts  which  the 
Church  throughout  the  world  has  received  from  God  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ,  crucified  urtder  Pontius  Pilate,  and  which  she 
each  day  employs  for  the  benefit  of  the  heathen,"  etc' 

TertuUian  speaks  ^^ith  the  most  perfect  assurance  of  miracles 
occurring  in  his  day,  and  of  the  power  of  healing  and  of  casting 
out  devils  still  possessed  by  Christians.  In  one  place,  for  instance, 
after  asserting  the  power  which  they  have  generally  over  demons, 
so  that,  if  a  person  possessed  by  a  devil  be  brought  before  one  of 
the  Roman  tribunals,  a  follower  of  Christ  can  at  once  compel  the 
wicked  spirit  within  him  to  confess  that  he  is  a  demon,  even  if  he 
had  before  asserted  himself  to  be  a  god,  he  proceeds  to  Say  :  "  So, 
at  our  touch  and  breathing,  violently  affected  by  the  contempla- 
tion and  representation  of  those  fires  [of  hell],  they  [demons]  also 
depart  at  our  command  out  of  bodies,  reluctant  and  complaining, 
and  put  to  shame  in  your  presence."^  He  declares  that,  althoiigh 
dreams  are  chiefly  inflicted  upon  us  by  demons,  yet  they  are  also 
sent  by  God,  and,  indeed,  **  almost  the  greater  part  of  mankind 
derive  their  knowledge  concerning  God  from  visions. "3  He,  else- 
where, states  that  he  himself  knows  that  a  brother  was  severely 
castigated  by  a  vision  the  same  night  on  which  his  slaves  had, 
without  his  knowledge,  done  something  reprehensible.^  He 
narrates,  as  an  instance  of  the  continued  possession  of  spiritual 
charismata  by  Christians  :  "  There  is  at  this  day  amongst  us  a  sister 
who  has  the  gift  of  revelations,  which  she  receives  in  church 
amidst  the  solemnities  of  the  Lord's  Day  by  ecstasy  in  the  spirit ; 
she  converses  with  angels^  jfiid  sometimes  also  with  the  Lord,  and 
she  both  hears  and  sees  Mysteries  {sacramental  and  she  reads  the 
hearts  of  some  men,  and  prescribes  medicines  to  those  who  are  in 
need."5     TertuUian  goes  on  to  say  that,  after  the  people  were 

'  Eusebius,  H.  £.,  v.  7  ;^dzf.  Htcr.f  ii.  32,  §  4  ;  cf.  v.  6,  §  i.;  cf.  Theophilus, 
Ad  AtttoL^  i.  13. 

'  Apologeticm^  §  23,  cf.  De  IdoL,  §   \\  \  De  Spectac,,  §  29  ; 
Castit.,  §  10 ;  AdScajnilam,  %  \\  De  Animas  S  57. 

3  De  Animay  §  47.;  De  Idol.,  §  15.  *  De  Idol,,  %  15. 

'  De  Anima,  §  9. 


De  Exhort, 
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dismissed  from  the  church,  this  sister  was  in  the  regular  habit  of 
reporting  what  she  had  seen,  and  that  most  diligent  inquiries  were 
made  in  order  to  test  the  truth  of  her  communications;'  and, 
after  narrating  a  vision  of  a  disembodied  soul  vouchsafed  to  her, 
he  states :  "  This  is  the  vision,  Cirod  being  witness,  and  the  Apostle* 
having  foretold  that  such  spiritual  gifts  should  be  in  the  Church. "3 
Further  on  TertuUian  relates  a  story  within  his  own  knowledge : 
**  I  know  the  case  of  a  woman,  bom  within  the  fold  of  the  Church, 
who  was  in  the  prime  of  life  and  beauty.  After  being  but  once, 
and  only  a  short  time,  married,  having  fallen  asleep  in  peace,  in 
the  interval  before  interment,  when  the  presbyter  began  to  pray,  as 
she  was  being  made  ready  for  burial,  at  the  first  breath  of  prayer  she 
removed  her  hands  from  her  sides,  folded  them  in  the  attitude  of 
supplication,  and  again,  when  the  last  rites  were  over,  restored  them 
to  their  former  position."^  He  then  mentions  another  story  known 
amongst  them — that  a  dead  body  in  a  cemetery  moved  itself  in 
order  to  make  room  beside  it  for  another  body;s  and  then  he 
remarks  :  "  If  similar  cases  are  also  reported  amongst  the  heathen, 
we  conclude  that  God  displays  signs  of  his  power  for  the  consola- 
tion of  his  own  people,  and  as  a  testimony  to  others."^  Again,  he 
mentions  cases  where  Christians  had  cured  persons  of  demoniacal 
possession,  and  adds :  "And  how  many  men  of  position  (for  we 
do  not  speak  of  the  vulgar)  have  been  delivered  either  from  devils 
or  from  diseases  ?"7  TertuUian,  in  the  same  place,  refers  to  the 
miracle  of  the  "  Thundering  Legion,"^  and  he  exclaims  :  "  When, 
indeed,  have  not  droughts  been  removed  by  our  prayers  and 
fastings  ?"9  Minucius  Felix  speaks  of  the  casting  out  of  devils 
from  sick  persons  by  Christians  in  his  own  day  as  a  matter  of 
public  notoriety  even  among  Pagans. '°  St.  Cyprian  echoes  the 
same  assertions."  He  likewise  mentions  cases  of  miraculous 
punishment  inflicted  upon  persons  who  had  lapsed  from  the 
Christian  faith.  One  of  these,  who  ascended  the  Capitol  to  make 
denial  of  Christ,  suddenly  became  dumb  after  he  had  spoken  the 
words."  Another — a  woman — was  seized  by  an  unclean  spirit  even 
at  the  baths,  and  bit  with  her  own  teeth  the  impious  tongue  which 
had  eaten  the  idolatrous  food,  or  spoken  the  words,  and  she 
shortly  expired  in  great  agony. '3  He  likewise  maintains  that 
Christians  are  admonished  by  God  in  dreams  and  by  visions,  of 
which  he  mentions  instances.'^     Origen  claims  for  Christians  the 

»  De  Aniitui,  §  9.        =»  i  Cor.  xii.  iff.         "^  De  Anima,  §  9.        •»  /-^.,  §  51. 

5  /^.  §  51.  6  /^.,  §  51.  7  AdScapttluin,  §  4. 

8  Cf.  Eusebius,  H,  E.,  v.  5.  9  Ad Stapulutn,  84.  ''^  Oclavius,  %  27. 

"   Trcut^  ii.,  De  Idol.   Vatiitate^  §  7  ;  Ad  Dcinetriantim^  %  15. 
"  De  Lapsis,  §  24.  '^  Tb„  %  24,  cf.  §§  25,  26. 

'*  Ep.y  liii.,  §^  1-5  ;  Ixii.,  §  17  ;   Ixviii.,  §§  9,  10  (ed.  Migne) ;  De  Morlolali' 
tote,  §  19. 
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power  still  to  expel  demons  and  to  heal  diseases  in  the  name  of 
Jesus/  and  he  states  that  he  had  seen  many  persons  so  cured  of 
madness  and  countless  other  evils,  which  could  not  be  otherwise 
cured  by  men  or  devils.^  I^ctantius  repeatedly  asserts  the  power 
of  Christians  over  demons ;  they  make  them  flee  from  bodies 
when  they  adjure  them  in  the  name  of  God.3 

Passing  over  the  numerous  apocryphal  writings  of  the  early 
centuries  of  our  era,  in  which  many  miracles  are  recorded,  we 
find  in  the  pages  of  Eusebius  narratives  of  many  miraculous 
occurrences.  Many  miracles  are  ascribed  to  Narcissus,  Bishop  of 
Jerusalem,  of  which  Eusebius  relates  several.  While  the  vigils  of 
the  great  watch  of  the  Passover  were  being  kept,  the  oil  failed ; 
whereupon  Narcissus  commanded  that  water  from  the  neigh- 
bouring well  should  be  poured  into  the  lamps.  Having  prayed 
over  the  water,  it  was  changed  into  oil,  of  which  a  specimen  had 
been  preserved  until  that  time.^  On  another  occasion,  three  men 
having  spread  some  vile  slanders  against  Narcissus,  which  they 
confirmed  by  an  oath,  and  with  imprecations  upon  themselves  of 
death  by  a  miserable  disease,  of  death  by  fire,  and  of  blindness, 
respectively,  if  their  statements  were  not  true,  omnipotent  justice 
in  each  case  inflicted  upon  the  wretches  the  curse  which  each  had 
invoked. 5  The  election  of  Fabianus  to  the  episcopal  chair  of 
Rome  was  marked  by  the  descent  of  a  dove  from  on  high,  which 
rested  upon  his  head,  as  the  Holy  Ghost  had  descended  upon  our 
Saviour.^  At  Caesarea  Philippi  there  is  a  statue  of  Jesus  Christ, 
which  Eusebius  states  that  he  himself  had  seen,  said  to  have  been 
erected  by  the  woman  healed  of  the  bloody  issue,  and  on  the 
pedestal  grows  a  strange  plant  as  high  as  the  hem  of  the  brazen 
garment,  which  is  an  antidote  to  all  diseases.7  Great  miracles 
are  recorded  as  taking  place  during  the  persecutions  in  Caesarea.^ 

Gregory  of  Nyssa  gives  an  account  of  many  wonderful  works 
performed  by  his  namesake  Gr^ory  of  Neo-Caesarea,  who  was 
called  Thaumaturgus  from  the  miraculous  power  which  he 
possessed  and  very  freely  exercised.  The  Virgin  Mary  and  the 
Apostle  John  appeared  to  him,  on  one  occasion,  when  he  was  in 
doubt  as  to  the  doctrine  which  he  ought  to  preach,  and,  at  the 
request  of  Mary,  the  Apostle  gave  him  all  needful  instructions.^ 
If  his  faith  did  not  move  mountains,  it  moved  a  huge  rock  to 
convert  a  pagan  priest. '°     He  drove  a  demon  out  of  a  heathen 

*  Contra  Cels.,  i.  67,  2,  6,  46  ;  ii.  33  ;  ii.  24,  28,  36. 

*  lb,,  iii.  24.  3  fnstit.  Div,,  ii.  16,  iv.  27,  v.  22. 

*  Eusebius,  H.  E.y  vi.  9.  s  /j.,  vi.  9.  *  Ib.y  vi.  29. 
7  %,,  H.  E.,  vii.  18 ;  cf.  Sozomen,  H,  E.,  v.  21. 

*  Eusebius,  De  Martyr,  Palast, ,  iv. ,  ix. ;  cf.  Theodoret,  ff.  E. ,  iv.  22. 
9  Greg.  N>'ss.,  Ve  ViL  Greg.  Thaum,,  iii.,  p.  545  f. 

«  lb.,  p.  550. 
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temple  in  which  he  had  taken  refuge,  and  the  evil  spirit  could  not 
re-enter  until  he  gave  permission.*  Nyssen  relates  how  St.  Gregory 
averted  an  armed  contest  of  two  brothers  who  quarrelled  about 
the  possession  of  a  lake  on  their  father's  property.  The  saint 
passed  the  night  in  prayer  beside  the  lake,  and  in  the  morning  it 
was  found  dried  up.*  On  another  occasion  he  rescued  the 
country  from  the  devastation  of  a  mountain  stream,  which  periodi- 
cally burst  the  dykes  by  which  it  was  restrained  and  inundated 
the  plain.  H^  went  on  foot  to  the  place  and,  invoking  the  name 
of  Christ,  fixed  his  staff  in  the  earth  at  the  place  where  the  torrent 
had  broken  through.  The  staff  took  root  and  became  a  tree,  and 
the  stream  never  again  burst  its  bounds.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
district  were  converted  to  Christianity  by  this  miracle.  The  tree 
was  srill  living  in  Nyssen's  time,  and  he  had  seen  the  bed  of  the 
lake  covered  with  trees,  pastures,  and  cottages.  3  Two  vagabond 
Jews  once  attempted  to  deceive  him.  One  of  them  lay  down  and 
pretended  to  be  dead,  while  the  other  begged  money  from  the 
saint  wherewith  to  buy  him  a  shroud.  St.  Gregory  quietly  took 
off  his  cloak  and  laid  it  on  the  man,  and  walked  away.  His 
companion  found  that  he  was  really  dead.^  St.  Gregory  expelled 
demons  from  persons  possessed,  healed  the  sick,  and  performed 
many  other  miracles  ;5  and  his  signs  and  wonders  are  not  only 
attested  by  Gregory  of  Nyssa,  but  by  St.  Basil,^  whose  grand- 
mother, St.  Macrina,  was  brought  up  at  Neo-Caesarea  by  the 
immediate  followers  of  the  saint. 

Athanasius,  in  his  memoir  of  St.  Anthony,  who  began  to  lead 
the  life  of  a  recluse  about  a.d.  270,  gives  particulars  of  many 
miracles  performed  by  the  saint.  Although  he  possessed  great 
power  over  demons,  and  delivered  many  persons  p)ossessed 
by  them,  Satan  tormented  him  sadly,  and  he  was  constantly 
beset  by  legions  of  devils.  One  night  Satan  with  a  troop  of 
evil  spirits  so  belaboured  the  saint  that  he  lay  on  the  groimd 
speechless  and  almost  dead  from  their  blows.  7  We  have  already 
referred  to  the  case  of  Natalius,  who  was  scourged  by  angels 

'  Greg.,  Nyss-tDf  Vit.  Greg.  Thaum.,  p.  548.  Cf.  Socrates,  If.  E.,  iv.  27. 
He  gave  this  permission  in  writing  **  Gregory  to  Satan  :  Enter." — TprqySpiOi 

"  /<^.,  p.  555f.  3/^.,  p.  558ff. 

*  76.,  lii.,  p.  561  f.  The  same  story  is  related  of  St.  Epiphanius  of 
Cyprus,  and  Sozomen  sees  no  CTOund  for  doubting  the  veracity  of  either 
account.  He  states  that  St.  Epiphanius  also  performed  many  other  miracles 
(Jf.  £.,  vii.  27). 

5  Id.,  pp.  541,  551,  552,  553,  566,  567,  577.  » 

^  De  Spir*  Safuto,  c.  29,  tom.  iii.,  pp.  62,  63,  Bened.;  cf.  Ep.  204,  p. 
306. 

7  S.  Athanasii,  Vita  et  Cofwers,  S,  AnUnii,  §§  8,  Opp.  tom.  i.,  pars,  ii., 
p.  802  ff.,  Bened. 
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during  a  whole  night,  till  he  was  brought  to  repentance/  Upon 
one  occasion,  when  St.  Anthony  had  retired  to  his  cell  resolved  to 
pass  a  time  in  perfect  solitude,  a  certain  soldier  came  to  his  door 
and  remained  long  there  knocking  and  supplicating  the  saint  to 
come  and  deliver  his  daughter,  who  was  tormented  by  a  demon. 
At  length  St.  Anthony  addressed  the  man  and  told  him  to  go, 
and  if  he  believed  in  Jesus  Christ  and  prayed  to  God  his  prayer 
should  be  fulfilled.  The  man  believed,  invoked  Jesus  Christ,  and 
his  daughter  was  delivered  from  the  demon.'  As  Anthony  was 
once  travelling  across  the  desert  to  visit  another  monastery,  the 
water  of  the  caravan  failed  them,  and  his  companions  in  despair 
threw  themselves  on  the  ground.  St.  Anthony,  however,  retired 
a  little  apart,  and  in  answer  to  his  prayer  a  spring  of  water  issued 
at  the  place  where  he  was  kneeling.3  A  man  named  Fronto,  who 
was  afflicted  with  leprosy,  b^ged  his  prayers^  and  was  ordered  by 
the  saint  to  go  into  Egypt,  where  he  should  be  healed.  Fronto  at 
first  refused,  but,  being  told  that  he  could  not  be  healed  if  he 
remained,  the  sick  man  went  believing,  and  as  soon  as  he  came  in 
sight  of  Egypt  he  was  made  whole.'*  Another  miracle  was 
performed  by  Anthony  at  Alexandria  in  the  presence  of  St. 
Athanasius.  As  they  were  leaving  the  city  a  woman  cried  after 
him,  "  Man  of  God,  stay ;  my  daughter  is  cruelly  troubled  by  a 
demon  ";  and  she  entreated  him  to  stop  lest  she  herself  should  die 
in  running  after  him.  At  the  request  of  Athanasius  and  the  rest, 
the  saint  paused,  and,  as  the  woman  came  up,  her  daughter  fell  on 
the  groimd  convulsed.  St.  Anthony  prayed  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  immediately  the  girl  rose  perfectly  restored  to  health, 
and  delivered  from  the  evil  spirits  He  astonished  a  number  of 
pagan  philosophers,  who  had  come  to  dispute  with  him,  by 
delivering  several  demoniacs,  making  the  sign  of  the  cross  over 
them  three  times,  and  invoking  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.^  It  is 
unnecessary,  however,  to  multiply  instances  of  his  miraculous 
power  to  drive  out  demons  and  heal  diseases,?  and  to  perform 
other  wonderful  works.  St.  Athanasius,  who  was  himself  for  a 
long  time  a  personal  follower  of  St  Anthony,  protests  in  his 
preface  to  the  bic^raphy  his  general  accuracy,  he  having  every- 
where been  mindful  of  the  truth.^ 

Hilaiion,  again,  a  disciple  of  St.  Anthony,  performed  many 
miracles,  an  account  of  some  of  which  is  given  by  St  Jerome. 
He  restored  sight  to  a  woman  who  had  been  blind  for  no  less  than 


'  Eusebius,  J/,  £.,  v.  28.  '  Vita,  §  48,  p.  832. 

3  /^.,  §  54,  p.  836  f.  *Ib.,%  57,  p.  839. 

5  lb,,  §  71,  p.  849.  ^  ^.,  §  72,  P-  849- 

7  Cf.  ib.,  §§  55,  58,  61,  62,  63,  64,  70,  etc. 
®^.,  p.  797. 
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ten  years;  he  cast  out  devils,  and  miraculously  cured  many 
diseases.  Rain  fell  in  answer  to  his  prayers,  and  he  further 
exhibited  his  power  over  the  elements  by  calming  a  stormy  sea. 
When  he  was  buried,  ten  months  after  his  death,  not  only  was  his 
body  as  perfect  as  though  he  had  been  alive,  but  it  emitted  a 
delightful  perfume.  He  was  so  favoured  of  God  that,  long  after, 
discos  were  healed  and  demons  expelled  at  his  tomb.' 
St.  Macarius,  the  Egyptian,  is  said  to  have  restored  a  dead  man 
to  life  in  order  to  convince  an  unbeliever  of  the  truth  of  the 
resurrection."  St  Martin,  of  Tours,  restored  to  life  a  certain 
catechumen  who  had  died  of  a  fever,  and  Sulpicius,  his  disciple, 
states  that  the  man,  who  lived  for  many  years  after,  was  known  to 
himself,  although  not  until  after  the  miracle.  He  also  restored 
to  life  a  servant  who  had  hung  himself.^  He  performed  a  multi- 
tude of  other  miracles,  to  which  we  need  not  here  more  minutely 
refer.  The  relics  of  the  two  martyrs  Protavius  and  Gervasius, 
whose  bones,  with  much  fresh  blood,  the  miraculous  evidence  of 
their  martyrdom  and  identity,  were  discovered  by  St  Ambrose, 
worked  a  number  of  miracles.  A  man  suffering  from  demoniacal 
possession  indicated  the  proximity  of  the  relics  by  his  convulsions. 
St.  Augustine  states  that  he  himself  was  in  Milan  when  a  blind 
man,  who  merely  touched  the  cloth  which  covered  the  two  bodies 
as  they  were  being  moved  to  a  neighbouring  church,  refined  his 
sight.**  Paulinus  relates  many  miracles  performed  by  his  master, 
St.  Ambrose,  himself.  He  not  only  cast  out  many  demons  and 
healed  the  sick,'  but  he  also  raised  the  dead.  Whilst  the  saint 
was  staying  in  the  house  of  a  distinguished  Christian  friend,  his 
child,  who  a  few  days  before  had  been  delivered  from  an  unclean  spirit, 
suddenly  expired.  The  mother,  an  exceedingly  religious  woman,  full 
of  faith  and  the  fear  of  God,  carried  the  dead  boy  down  and  laid 
him  on  the  saint's  bed  during  his  absence.  When  St  Ambrose 
retiuned,  filled  with  compassion  for  the  mother  and  struck  by  her 
faith,  he  stretched  himself,  like  Elisha,  on  the  body  of  the  child, 
praying,  and  restored  him  living  to  his  mother.  Paulinus  relates 
this  miracle  with  minute  particulars  of  name  and  address.^ 

St.  Augustine  asserts  that  miracles  are  still  performed  in  his  day 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  either  by  means  of  his  sacraments  or 
by  the  prayers  or  relics  of  his  saints,  although  they  are  not  so  well 
known  as  those  of  old,  and  he  gives  an  account  of  many  miracles 
which  hod  recently  taken  place.7    After  referring  to  the  miracle 

'  Sozomen,  H,  E,,  iiL  14.  *  lb,,  H,  E,y  HL  14. 

3  Sulpidas,  Vita  S,  Mart,;  cf.  Sozomen,  H,  E./vi,  14. 

*  Ambrose,  Epist,  Class,,  L  22 ;  August.,  Z>^  Civ.  Dei,  xxii.  8 ;  Paulinos, 
17 ta  S.  Ambrosii,  §  14  f. 

s   Vita  S.  Ambr,,  %%  21,  43,  44. 

*  lb,,  §  28.  T  De  Civ,  Dei,  xxii.  8. 
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perfonned  by  the  relics  of  the  two  martyrs  upon  the  blind  man  in 
Milan,  which  occurred  when  he  was  there,  he  goes  on  to  narrate 
the  miraculous  cure  of  a  friend  of  his  own,  named  Innocent, 
formerly  advocate  of  the  prefecture  in  Carthage,  where  Augustine 
was,  and  beheld  it  with  his  own  eyes  {ubi  nos  intetfuimus  et  oculis 
asptximus  nostris).  A  lady  of  rank  in  the  same  city  was 
miraculously  healed  of  an  incurable  cancer,  and  St.  Augustine  is 
indignant  at  the  apathy  of  her  friends  which  allowed  so  great 
a  miracle  to  be  so  little  known.'  An  inhabitant  of  the 
neighbouring  town  of  Curubis  was  cured  of  paralysis  and  other 
ills  by  being  baptised.  When  Augustine  heard  of  this,  although 
it  was  reported  on  very  good  authority,  the  man  himself  was 
brought  to  Carthage  by  order  of  the  holy  bishop  Aurelius  in  order 
that  the  truth  might  be  ascertained.  Augustine  states  that  on  one 
occasion,  during  his  absence,  a  tribunitian  man  among  them  named 
Hesperius,  who  had  a  farm  close  by  called  Zubedi,  in  the  Fussalian 
district,  begged  one  of  the  Christian  presbyters  to  go  and  drive 
away  some  evil  spirits  whose  malice  sorely  afflicted  his  servants 
and  cattle.  One  of  the  presbyters  accordingly  went  and  offered 
the  sacrifice  of  the  body  of  Christ  with  earnest  prayer,  and  by  the 
mercy  of  God  the  evil  was  removed.  Now,  Hesperius  happened 
to  have  received  from  one  of  his  friends  a  piece  of  the  sacred 
earth  of  Jerusalem,  where  Jesus  Christ  was  buried  and  rose  again 
the  third  day,  and  he  had  hung  it  up  in  his  room  to  protect 
himself  from  the  evil  spirits.  When  his  house  had  been  freed 
from  them,  however,  he  begged  St.  Augustine  and  his  colleague 
Maximinus,  who  happened  to  be  in  that  neighbourhood,  to  come 
to  him,  and,  after  telling  them  all  that  had  happened,  he  prayed 
them  to  bury  the  piece  of  earth  in  some  place  where  Christians 
could  assemble  for  the  worship  of  God.  They  consented  and  did 
as  he  desired.  A  young  peasant  of  the  neighbourhood  who  was 
paralytic,  hearing  of  this,  begged  that  he  might  be  carried  without 
delay  to  the  holy  spot,  where  he  offered  up  prayer,  and  rose  up 
and  went  away  on  his  feet  perfecdy  cured.  About  thirty  miles 
from  Hippo,  at  a  farm  called  Victoriana,  there  was  a  memorial  to 
the  two  martyrs  Protavius  and  Gervasius.  To  this,  Augustine 
relates,  was  brought  a  young  man  who,  having  gone  one  summer 
day  at  noon  to  water  his  horse  in  the  river,  was  possessed  by  a 
demon.  The  lady  to  whom  the  place  belonged  came,  according 
to  her  custom,  in  the  evening  with  her  servants  and  some  holy 
women  to  sing  hymns  and  pray.  On  hearing  them,  the  demoniac 
started  up  and  seized  the  altar  with  a  terrible  shudder,  without 
daring  to  move  and  as  if  bound  to  it,  and  the  demon,  praying  with 
a  loud  voice  for  mercy,  confessed  where  and  when  he  had  entered 

'  £>€  CHf,  Dei,  xxii.  8. 
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into  the  young  man.  At  last  the  demon  named  all  the  members 
of  his  body,  with  threats  to  cut  them  off  as  he  made  his  exit,  and 
saying  these  words  came  out  of  him.  In  doing  so,  however,  the 
eye  of  the  youth  fell  from  its  socket  on  to  his  cheek,  retained  only 
by  a  small  vein,  as  by  a  root,  whilst  the  pupil  became  altogether 
white.  Well  pleased,  however,  that  the  young  man  had  been 
freed  from  the  evil  spirit,  they  returned  the  eye  to  its  place  as  well 
as  they  could,  and  bound  it  up  with  a  handkerchief,  praying 
fervently,  and  one  of  his  relatives  said  :  "God,  who  drove  out  the 
demon  at  the  prayer  of  his  saints,  can  also  restore  the  sight."  On 
removing  the  bandage  seven  days  after,  the  eye  was  found  perfectly 
whole.  St.  Augustine  knew  a  girl  of  Hippo  who  was  delivered 
from  a  demon  by  the  application  of  oil,  with  which  had  mingled 
the  tears  of  the  presbyter  who  was  praying  for  her.  He  also  knew 
a  bishop  who  prayed  for  a  youth  possessed  by  a  demon,  although 
he  had  not  even  seen  him,  and  the  young  man  was  at  once 
cured. 

Augustine  further  gives  particulars  of  many  miracles  performed 
by  the  relics  of  the  most  glorious  martyr  Stephen.*  By  their 
virtue  the  blind  receive  their  sight,  the  sick  are  healed,  the 
impenitent  converted,  and  the  dead  are  restored  to  life.  "  Andurus 
is  the  name  of  an  estate,"  Augustine  says,  "  where  there  is  a  church, 
and  in  it  is  a  shrine  dedicated  to  the  martyr  Stephen.  A  certain 
little  boy  was  playii^  in  the  court,  when  unruly  bullocks  drawing 
a  waggon  crushed  him  with  the  wheel,  and  immediately  he  lay  in 
the  agonies  of  death.  Then  his  mother  raised  him  up,  and  placed 
him  at  the  shrine,  and  he  not  only  came  to  life  again,  but  had 
manifestly  received  no  injury.  A  certain  religious  woman,  who 
lived  in  a  neighbouring  property  called  Caspalianus,  being  dan- 
gerously ill  and  her  life  despaired  of,  her  tunic  was  carried  to  the 
same  shrine ;  but  before  it  was  brought  back  she  had  expired. 
Nevertheless,  her  relatives  covered  the  body  with  this  tunic,  and 
she  received  back  the  spirit  and  was  made  whole.  At  Hippo  a 
certain  man  named  Bassus,  a  Syrian,  was  praying  at  the  shrine  of 
the  same  martyr  for  his  daughter,  who  was  sick  and  in  great  peril, 
and  he  had  brought  her  dress  with  him ;  when  lo !  some  of  his 
household  came  running  to  announce  to  him  that  she  was  dead. 
But,  as  he  was  engaged  in  prayer,  they  were  stopped  by  his  friends, 
who  prevented  their  telling  him,  lest  he  should  give  way  to  his 
grief  in  public.  When  he  returned  to  his  house,  which  already 
resounded  with  the  wailing  of  his  household,  he  cast  over  the 
body  of  his  daughter  her  mantle,  which  he  had  with  him,  and 
immediately  she  was  restored  to  life.  Again,  in  the  same  city, 
the  son  of  a  certain  man  among  us  named  Irenseus,  a  collector  of 

'  De  Civ.  DHy  xxiL  8. 
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taxes,  became  sick  and  died.  As  the  dead  body  lay,  and  they 
were  preparing,  with  wailing  and  lamentation,  to  bury  it,  one 
of  his  friends,  consoling  him,  suggested  that  the  body  should 
be  anointed  with  oil  from  the  same  martyr.  This  was  done,  and 
the  child  came  to  life  again.  In  the  same  way  a  man  among  us 
named  Elusinus,  formerly  a  tribune,  laid  the  body  of  his  child, 
who  had  died  from  sickness,  on  a  memorial  of  the  martyr  which 
is  in  his  villa  in  the  suburbs,  and  after  he  had  prayed,  with  many 
tears,  he  took  up  the  child  living."'  St.  Augustine  further  relates 
some  remarkable  cases :  "  Eucharius,  a  presbyter  from  Spain, 
resided  at  Calama,  who  had  for  a  long  time  suffered  from  stone. 
By  the  relics  of  the  same  martyr,  which  the  Bishop  Possidius 
brought  to  him,  he  was  made,  whole.  The  same  presbyter,  after- 
wards succumbing  to  another  disease,  lay  dead,  so  that  they  were 
already  binding  his  hands.  Succour  came  from  the  relics  of  the 
martyr,  for  the  tunic  of  the  presbyter  being  brought  back  from 
the  relics  and  placed  upon  his  body,  he  revived."^ 

Two  objections  have  been  raised  to  the  importance  of  the 
miracles  reported  by  St.  Augustine,  to  which  we  must  briefly 
refer.3  (i)  That  "his  notices  of  the  cases  in  which  persons  had 
been  raised  to  life  again  are  so  short,  bare,  and  summary  that  they 
evidently  represent  no  more  than  mere  report,  and  report  of  a 
very  vague  kind."  (2)  "  That,  with  the  preface  which  Augustine 
prefixes  to  his  list,  he  cannot  be  said  even  to  profess  to  guarantee 
the  truth  or  accuracy  of  the  different  instances  contained  in  it." 

It  is  true  that  in  several  cases  Augustine  gives  the  account  of 
miraculous  cures  at  greater  length  than  those  of  restoration  to 
life.  It  seems  to  us  that  this  is  dmost  inevitable  at  all  times,  and 
that  the  reason  is  obvious.  Where  the  miracle  consists  merely  of 
the  cure  of  disease,  details  are  naturally  given  to  show  the  nature 
and  intensity  of  the  sickness,  and  they  are  necessary  not  only  for 
the  comprehension  of  the  cure,  but  to  show  its  importance.  In 
the  case  of  restoration  to  life,  the  mere  statement  of  the  death  and 
assertion  of  the  subsequent  resurrection  exclude  all  need  of 
details.  The  pithy  reddita  est  vitcB^  or  factum  est  et  revixit^  is 
more  striking  than  any  more  prolix  narrative.  In  fact,  the  greater 
the  miracle  the  more  natural  is  conciseness  and  simplicity ;  and, 
practically,  we  find  that  Augustine  gives  a  more  lengthy  and 
verbose  report  of  trifling  cures,  whilst  he  relates  the  more 
important  with  greater  brevity  and  force.  He  narrates  many  of 
his  cases  of  miraculous  cure,  however,  as  briefly  as  those  in  which 
the  dead  are  raised.  We  have  quoted  the  latter,  and  the  reader 
must  judge  whether  they  are  unduly  curt.     One  thing  may  be 

»  De  Civ,  Dei,  xxii.  8.  »  lb.,  xxii.  8. 
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affirmed,  that  nothing  of  importance  is  omitted,  and  in  regard  to 
essential  details  they  are  explicit  as  the  mass  of  other  cases 
reported.  In  every  instance  names  and  addresses  are  stated,  and 
it  will  have  been  observed  that  all  these  miracles  occurred  in,  or 
close  to.  Hippo,  and  in  his  own  diocese.  It  is  very  certain  that 
in  every  case  the  fact  of  the  miracle  is  asserted  in  the  most  direct 
and  positive  terms.  There  can  be  no  mistake  either  as  to  the 
meaning  or  intention  of  the  narrative,  and  there  is  no  symptom 
whatever  of  a  thought  on  the  part  of  Augustine  to  avoid  the 
responsibility  of  his  statements,  or  to  give  them  as  mere  vague 
report.  If  we  compare  these  accounts  with  those  of  the  Gospels, 
we  do  not  find  them  deficient  in  any  essential  detail  common  to 
the  latter.  There  is  in  the  Synoptic  Gospels  only  one  case  in 
which  Jesus  is  said  to  have  raised  the  dead.  The  raising  of 
Jairus*  daughter'  has  long  been  abandoned,  as  a  case  of  restora- 
tion to  life,  by  all  critics  and  theologians,  except  the  few  who  still 
persist  in  ignoring  the  distinct  and  positive  declaration  of  Jesus, 
"  The  damsel  is  not  dead,  but  sleepeth."  The  only  case,  there- 
fore, in  the  Synoptics  is  the  account  in  the  third  Gospel  of  the 
raising  of  the  widow^s  son,'  of  which,  strange  to  say,  the  other 
Gospels  know  nothing.  Now,  although,  as  might  have  been 
expected,  this  narrative  is  much  more  highly  coloured  and 
picturesque,  the  difference  is  chiefly  literary,  and,  indeed,  there  are 
really  fewer  important  details  given  than  in  the  account  by 
Augustine,  for  instance,  of  the  restoration  to  life  of  the  daughter 
of  Bassus  the  Syrian,  which  took  place  at  Hippo,  of  which  he  was 
bishop,  and  where  he  actually  resided.  Augustine*s  object  in 
giving  his  list  of  miracles  did  not  require  him  to  write  picturesque 
narratives.  He  merely  desired  to  state  bare  facts,  whilst  the 
authors  of  the  Gospels  composed  the  Life  of  their  Master,  in 
which  interesting  details  were  everything.  For  many  reasons  we 
refrain  here  from  alluding  to  the  artistic  narrative  of  the  raising 
of  Lazarus,  the  greatest  miracle  ascribed  to  Jesus,  which  is  never- 
theless unknown  to  the  other  three  Evangelists,  who,  so  readily 
repeating  the  accounts  of  trifling  cures,  would  most  certainly  not 
have  omitted  this  wonderful  event  had  they  ever  heard  of  it. 

A  complaint  is  made  of  the  absence  of  verification  and  proof 
of  actual  death  in  these  cases,  or  that  they  were  more  than  mere 
suspension  of  the  vital  powers.  We  cordially  agree  in  the  desire 
for  such  evidence,  not  only  in  these,  but  in  all  miracles.  We 
would  ask,  however,  what  verification  of  the  death  have  we  in  the 
case  of  the  widow's  son  which  we  have  not  here  ?     If  we  apply 

'Matt  ix.   i8,  19,  23-26;   Mark  v.  22,  24,  35-43;     Luke    viii.  41,   42, 
49-56. 
*  Puke  vii.  Il-I0. 
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such  a  test  to  the  miracles  of  the  Gospels,  we  must  reject  them  as 
certainly  as  those  of  St.  Augustine.  In  neither  case  have  we 
more  than  a  mere  statement  that  the  subjects  of  these  miracles 
were  dead  or  diseased.  So  far  are  we  from  having  any  competent 
medical  evidence  of  the  reality  of  the  death,  or  of  the  disease, 
or  of  the  permanence  of  the  supposed  cures  in  the  Gospels,  that 
we  have  little  more  than  the  barest  reports  of  these  miracles  by 
writers  who,  even  if  their  identity  were  established,  were  not,  and 
do  not  pretend  to  have  been,  eye-witnesses  of  the  occurrences 
which  they  relate.  Take,  for  instance,  this  very  raising  of  the 
widow's  son  in  the  third  Gospel,  which  is  unknown  to  the  other 
Evangelists,  and  the  narrative  of  which  is  given  only  in  a  Gospel 
which  is  not  attributed  to  a  personal  follower  of  Jesus. 

Now  we  turn  to  the  second  statement :  "  That  with  the  preface 
which  Augustine  prefixes  to  his  list  he  cannot  be  said  even  to 
profess  to  guarantee  the  truth  or  accuracy  of  the  different  instances 
contained  in  it."  We  shall  as  briefly  as  possible  state  what  is 
actually  the  **  preface  "  of  St.  Augustine  to  his  list  of  miracles, 
and  his  avowed  object  for  giving  it.  In  the  preceding  chapter 
Augustine  has  been  arguing  that  the  world  believed  in  Christ  by 
virtue  of  divine  influence,  and  not  by  human  persuasion.  He 
contends  that  it  is  ridiculous  to  speak  of  the  false  divinity  of 
Romulus  when  Christians  speak  of  Christ.  If,  in  the  time  of 
Romulus,  some  600  years  before  Cicero,  people  were  so  enlightened 
that  they  refused  to  believe  anjrthing  of  which  they  had  not  experi- 
ence, how  much  more,  in  the  still  more  enlightened  days  of 
Cicero  himself,  and  notably  in  the  reigns  of  Augustus  and 
Tiberius,  would  they  have  rejected  belief  in  the  resurrection  and 
ascension  of  Christ,  if  divine  truth  and  the  testimony  of  miracles 
had  not  proved  not  only  that  such  things  could  take  place,  but 
that  they  had  actually  done  so.  When  the  evidence  of  prophecy 
joined  with  that  of  miracles,  and  showed  that  the  new  doctrines 
were  only  contrary  to  experience  and  not  contrary  to  reason,  the 
world  embraced  the  faith.'  "Why,  then,  say  they,  do  these 
miracles,  which  you  declare  to  have  taken  place  formerly,  not 
occur  nowadays?"  Augustine,  in  replying,  adopts  a  common 
rhetorical  device.  "I  might,  indeed,  answer,"  he  says,  "that 
miracles  were  necessary  before  the  world  believed,  in  order  that 
the  world  might  believe.  Anyone  who  now  requires  miracles 
in  order  that  he  may  believe  is  himself  a  great  miracle  in  not 
believing  what  all  the  world  believes.  But,  really,  they  say  this  in 
order  that  even  those  miracles  should  not  be  believed  either." 
And  he  reduces  what  he  considers  to  be  the  position  of  the  world 
m  regard  to  miracles  and  to  the  supernatural  dogmas  of  Christianity 

'  De  Civ,  Deiy  xxii.  7. 
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to  the  following  dilemma :  "  Either  things  incredible  which  never- 
theless occurred  and  were  seen,  led  to  belief  in  something  else 
incredible  which  was  not  seen ;  or  that  thing  was  in  itself  so  credible 
that  no  miracles  were  required  to  establish  it,  and  so  much  more 
is  the  unbelief  of  those  who  deny  confuted.  This  might  I  say  to 
these  most  frivolous  objectors."  He  then  proceeds  to  affirm  that 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  many  miracles  attest  the  great  miracle  of 
the  ascension  in  the  flesh  of  the  risen  Christ,  and  he  points  out 
that  the  actual  occurrence  of  all  these  things  is  not. only  recorded 
in  the  most  truthful  books,  but  the  reasons  also  given  why  they 
took  place.  These  things  have  become  known  that  they  might 
create  belief ;  these  things  by  the  belief  they  have  created  have 
become  much  more  clearly  known.  They  are  read  to  the  people, 
indeed,  that  they  may  believe  ;  yet,  nevertheless,  they  would  not 
be  read  to  the  people  if  they  had  not  been  believed.  After  thus 
stating  the  answer  which  he  might  give,  Augustine  now  returns  to 
answer  the  question  directly.  "  But,  furthermore,"  he  continues, 
"  miracles  are  performed  now  in  his  name,  either  by  means  of  his 
sacraments  or  by  the  prayers  or  relics  of  his  saints,  but  they  are 
not  brought  under  the  same  strong  light  as  caused  the  former  to 
be  noised  abroad  with  so  much  glory  ;  inasmuch  as  the  canon  of 
sacred  scriptures,  which  must  be  definite,  causes  those  miracles  to 
be  everywhere  publicly  read,  and  become  firmly  fixed  in  the 
memory  of  all  peoples  ;  but  these  are  scarcely  known  to  the  whole 
of  a  city  itself  in  which  they  are  performed,  or  to  its  neighbour- 
hood. Indeed,  for  the  most  part,  even  there  very  few  know  of 
them,  and  the  rest  are  ignorant,  more  especially  if  the  city  be 
large ;  and  when  they  are  related  elsewhere  and  to  others,  the 
authority  does  not  so  commend  them  as  to  make  them  be  believed 
without  difficulty  or  doubt,  albeit  they  are  reported  by  faithful 
Christians  to  the  faithful."  He  illustrates  this  by  pointing  out 
that  the  miracle  in  Milan  by  the  bodies  of  the  two  martyrs, 
which  took  place  when  he  himself  was  there,  might  reach 
the  knowledge  of  many  because  the  city  is  large,  and  the 
Emperor  and  an  immense  crowd  of  people  witnessed  it;  but 
who  knows  of  the  miracle  performed  at  Carthage  upon  his  friend 
Innocent,  when  he  was  there  also,  and  saw  it  with  his  own  eyes  ? 
Who  knows  of  the  miraculous  cure  of  cancer,  he  continues,  in  a 
lady  of  rank  in  the  same  city  ?  at  the  silence  regarding  which  he  is 
so  indignant.  Who  knows  of  the  next  case  he  mentions  in  his 
list?  the  cure  of  a  medical  man  of  the  same  town,  to  which  he 
adds  :  "  We,  nevertheless,  do  know  it,  and  a  few  brethren  to  whose 
knowledge  it  may  have  come."'  Who,  out  of  Curubus,  besides 
the  very  few  who  may  have  heard  of  it,  knows  of  the  miraculous 
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cure  of  the  paralytic  man,  whose  case  Augustine  personally 
investigated?  And  so  on.  Observe  that  there  is  merely  a 
question  of  the  comparative  notoriety  of  the  Gospel  miracles 
and  those  of  his  own  time,  not  a  doubt  as  to  the  reality 
of  the  latter.  Again,  towards  the  end  of  his  long  list,  immediately 
after  the  narrative  of  the  restoration  to  life  of  the  child  of 
Eleusinus,  which  we  have  quoted,  Augustine  says  :  "  What  can  I 
do  ?  The  promise  of  the  completion  of  this  work  is  pressing,  so 
that  I  cannot  here  recount  all  [the  miracles]  that  I  know ;  and 
without  doubt  many  of  our  brethren,  when  they  read  this  work, 
will  be  grieved  that  I  have  omitted  so  very  much,  which  they 
know  as  well  as  I  do.  This,  even  now,  I  beg  thai  they  will  pardon, 
and  consider  how  long  would  be  the  task  of  domg  that  which,  for 
the  completion  of  the  work,  it  is  thought  necessary  not  to  do. 
For  if  I  desired  to  record  merely  the  miracles  of  healing,  without 
speaking  of  others,  which  have  been  performed  by  this  martyr — 
that  is  to  say,  the  most  glorious  Stephen — in  the  district  of 
Calama  and  in  ours  of  Hippo,  many  volumes  must  be  composed  ; 
yet  will  it  not  be  possible  to  make  a  complete  collection  of  them, 
but  only  of  such  as  have  been  published  for  public  reading.  For 
that  was  our  object,  since  we  saw  repeated  in  our  time  signs  of 
divine  power  similar  to  those  of  old,  deeming  that  they  ought  not 
to  be  lost  to  the  knowledge  of  the  multitude.  Now,  this  relic  has 
not  yet  been  two  years  at  Hippo-Regius,  and  accounts  of  many  of 
the  miracles  performed  by  it  have  not  been  written,  as  is  most 
certainly  known  to  us ;  yet  the  number  of  those  which  have  been 
published  up  to  the  time  this  is  written  amounts  to  about  seventy. 
At  Calama,  however,  where  these  relics  have  been  longer,  and 
more  of  the  miracles  were  recorded,  they  incomparably  exceed 
this  number."'  Augustine  goes  on  to  say  that,  to  his  knowledge, 
many  very  remarkable  miracles  were  performed  by  the  relics  of 
the  same  martyr  also  at  Uzali,  a  district  near  to  Utica,  and  of  one 
of  these,  which  had  recently  taken  place  when  he  himself  was 
there,  he  gives  an  account.  Then,  before  closing  his  list  with  the 
narrative  of  a  miracle  which  took  place  at  Hippo,  in  his  own 
church,  in  his  own  presence,  and  in  the  sight  of  the  whole  con- 
gr^ation,  he  resumes  his  reply  to  the  opening  question.  "  Many 
miracles,  therefore,"  he  says,  "  are  also  performed  now ;  the  same 
God  who  worked  those  of  which  we  read  performing  these  by 
whom  he  wills,  and  as  he  wills  ;  but  these  miracles  neither  become 
similarly  known,  nor,  that  they  may  not  slip  out  of  mind,  are  they 
stamped,  as  it  were  like  gravel,  into  memory,  by  frequent  reading. 
For  even  in  places  where  care  is  taken,  as  is  now  the  case  among 
us,  that  accounts  of  those  who  receive  benefit  should  be  publicly 
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read,  those  who  are  present  hear  them  only  once,  and  many  are 
not  present  at  all,  so  that  those  who  were  present  do  not,  after  a 
few  days,  remember  what  they  heard,  and  scarcely  a  single  person 
is  met  with  who  repeats  what  he  has  heard  to  one  whom  he  may 
have  known  to  have  been  absent."' 

We  shall  not  attempt  any  further  detailed  reference  to  the  myriads 
of  miracles  with  which  the  annals  of  the  Church  teem  up  to  very 
recent  times.  The  fact  is  too  well  known  to  require  evidence. 
The  saints  in  the  calendar  are  legion.  It  has  been  computed  that 
the  number  of  those  whose  lives  are  given  in  the  BoUandist 
Collection'  amounts  to  upwards  of  25,000,  although,  the  saints 
being  arranged  according  to  the  Calendar,  the  unfinished  work 
only  reaches  the  24th  of  October.  When  it  is  considered  that  all 
those  upon  whom  the  honour  of  canonisation  is  conferred  have 
worked  miracles,  many  of  them,  indeed,  almost  daily  performing 
such  wonders,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  number  of  miracles 
which  have  occurred  in  unbroken  succession  from  Apostolic  days, 
and  have  been  believed  and  recognised  by  the  Church.  Vast 
numbers  of  these  miracles  are  in  all  respects  similar  to  those 
narrated  in  the  Gospels,  and  they  comprise  hundreds  of  cases  of 
restoration  of  the  dead  to  life.  If  it  be  necessary  to  point  out 
instances  in  comparatively  recent  times,  we  may  mention  the 
miracles  of  this  kind  liberally  ascribed  to  St.  Francis  of  Assisi,  in 
the  thirteenth  century,  and  to  his  namesake  St.  Francis  Xavier  in 
the  sixteenth,  although  we  might  refer  to  much  more  recent 
miracles  authenticated  by  the  Church.  At  the  present  day  such 
phenomena  have  almost  disappeared,  and,  indeed,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  an  occasional  winking  picture,  periodical  liquefaction  of 
blood,  or  apparition  of  the  Virgin,  confined  to  the  still  ignorant 
and  benighted  comers  of  the  earth,  miracles  are  extinct. 


«  De  Civ.  Dei,  xxii.  8. 

'  Acta  Sanctorum   quottfuot  toto  orbe  coltmiur ;  coiiegit,   etc.,    Johannes 
Bollandus,  cum  contin,  Henschenii,  54  vol.  fol.  Venetiisy  1 734-1861. 
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MIRACLES    IN    RELATION    TO    IGNORANCE    AND   SUPERSTITION 

We  have  maintained  that  the  miracles  reported  after  apostolic 
days  are  precisely  of  the  same  types  in  all  material  points 
as  the  earlier  miracles.  Setting  aside  miracles  of  a  trivial  and 
unworthy  character,  there  remain  a  countless  number  cast  in  the 
same  mould  as  those  of  the  Gospels — miraculous  cure  of  diseases, 
expulsion  of  demons,  transformation  of  elements,  supernatural 
nourishment,  resurrection  of  dead — of  many  of  which  we  have 
quoted  instances.  A  natural  objection  is  anticipated  by  Dr. 
Mozley  :  "  It  will  be  urged,  perhaps,  that  a  large  portion  even  of 
the  Gospel  miracles  are  of  the  class  here  mentioned  as  ambiguous — 
cures,  visions,  expulsions  of  evil  spirits ;  but  this  observation  does 
not  affect  the  character  of  the  Gospel  miracles  as  a  body,  because 
we  judge  of  the  body  or  whole  from  its  highest  specimen,  not 
from  its  lowest"  He  takes  his  stand  upon,  "^^.,  our  Lord's 
Resurrection  and  Ascension."'  Now,  without  discussing  the 
principle  laid  down  here,  it  is  evident  that  the  great  distinction 
between  the  Gospel  and  other  miracles  is  thus  narrowed  to  a  very 
small  compass.  It  is  admitted  that  the  mass  of  the  Gospel 
miracles  are  of  a  class  characterised  as  ambiguous,  because  "  the 
current  miracles  of  human  history  "  are  also  chiefly  of  the  same 
type,  and  the  distinctive  character  is  derived  avowedly  only  from  a 
few  high  specimens  such  as  the  Resurrection.  We  have  already 
referred  to  the  fact  that  in  the  Synoptic  Gospels  there  is  only  one 
case,  reported  by  the  third  Gospel  alone,  in  which  Jesus  is  said  to 
have  raised  the  dead.  St.  Augustine  alone,  however,  chronicles 
several  cases  in  which  life  was  restored  to  the  dead.  Post-apostolic 
miracles,  therefore,  are  far  from  lacking  this  ennobling  type. 
Observe  that  there  is  not  here  so  much  a  discussion  of  the  reality  of 
the  subsequent  miracles  of  the  Church  as  a  contrast  drawn  between 
them  and  other  reputed  miracles  and  those  of  the  Gospel ;  but 
from  this  point  of  view  it  is  impossible  to  maintain  that  the 
Gospels  have  a  monopoly  of  the  highest  class  of  miracles.  Such 
miracles  are  met  with  long  before  the  dawn  of  Christianity,  and 
continued  to  occur  long  after  apostolic  times. 

Much  stress  is  laid  upon  the  form  of  the  Gospel  miracles  ;  but, 

'  Bampton  Lectures ^  p.  214. 
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as  we  have  already  shown,  it  is  the  actual  resurrection  of  the 
dead,  for  instance,  which  is  the  miracle,  and  this  is  not  affected  by 
the  more  or  less  dramatic  manner  in  which  it  is  said  to  have  been 
effected,  or  in  which  the  narrative  of  the  event  is  composed. 
Literary  skill  and  the  judicious  management  of  details  may  make 
or  mar  the  form  of  any  miracle.  The  narrative  of  the  restoration 
of  the  dead  child  to  life  by  Elisha  might  have  been  more  impressive 
had  the  writer  omitted  the  circumstance  that  the  child  sneezed  seven 
times  before  opening  his  eyes,  and  the  miracle  would  probably  have 
been  considered  greater  had  the  prophet  merely  said  to  the  child, 
"  Arise  !"  instead  of  stretching  himself  on  the  body ;  but,  setting 
aside  human  cravings  for  the  picturesque  and  artistic,  the  essence 
of  the  miracle  would  have  remained  the  same.  There  is  one  point, 
however,  regarding  which  it  may  be  well  to  make  a  few  remarks. 
Whilst  a  vast  number  of  miracles  are  ascribed  to  direct  personal 
action  of  saints,  many  more  are  attributed  to  their  relics.  Now, 
this  is  no  exclusive  characteristic  of  later  miracles,  but  Christianity 
itself  shares  it  with  still  earlier  times.  The  case  in  which  a  dead 
body  which  touched  the  bones  of  Elisha  was  restored  to  life  will 
occur  to  everyone.  "  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  they  were  burying 
a  man,  that,  behold,  they  spied  a  band  of  Moabites ;  and  they  cast 
the  man  into  the  sepulchre  of  Elisha  :  and  when  the  man  was  let 
down  and  touched  the  bones  of  Elisha,  he  revived,  and  stood  up 
on  his  feet."'  The  mantle  of  Elijah  smiting  asunder  the  waters 
before  Elisha  may  be  cited  as  another  instance."  The  woman  who 
touches  the  hem  of  the  garment  of  Jesus  in  the  crowd  is  made 
whole, 3  and  all  the  sick  and  "possessed"  of  the  country  are 
represented  as  being  healed  by  touching  Jesus,  or  even  the  mere 
hem  of  his  garment.-*  It  was  supposed  that  the  shadow  of  Peter 
falling  on  the  sick  as  he  passed  had  a  curative  effect, s  and  it  is 
very  positively  stated  :  "And  God  wrought  miracles  of  no  common 
kind  by  the  hands  of  Paul ;  so  that  from  his  body  were  brought 
unto  the  sick  handkerchiefs  or  aprons,  and  the  diseases  departed 
from  them,  and  the  evil  spirits  went  out  of  them."^ 

The  argument  which  assumes  an  enormous  distinction  between 
Gospel  and  other  miracles  betrays  the  prevalent  scepticism, 
even  in  the  Church,  of  all  miracles  except  those  which  it  is 
considered  an  article  of  faith  to  maintain.  If  we  inquire  how 
those  think  who  are  more  logical  and  thorough  in  their  belief 
in  the    supernatural,    we    find    the  distinction    denied.     "The 

'  2  Kings  xiii.  21. 

"  2  Kings  ii.  14,  cf.  8.  In  raising  the  dead  child,  Elisha  sends  his  staff  to  be 
laid  on  the  child. 

3  Mark  v.  27  ff. ;  cf.  Luke  viii.  44  ff.  ;  Matt.  ix.  20  ff. 

*  Matt.  xiv.  36 ;   cf.  Luke  vi.  19 ;  Mark  iii.  10. 

5  Acts  V.  15.  *  /d.,  xix.  II,  12. 
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question,"  says  Newman,  "has  hitherto  been  argued  on  the 
admission  that  a  distinct  line  can  be  drawn  in  point  of  character 
and  circumstances  between  the  miracles  of  Scripture  and  those 
of  Church  history ;  but  this  is  by  no  means  the  case.  It  is  true, 
indeed,  that  the  miracles  of  Scripture,  viewed  as  a  whole,  recom- 
mend themselves  to  our  reason,  and  claim  our  veneration  beyond 
all  others,  by  a  peculiar  dignity  and  beauty ;  but  still  it  is  only  as 
a  whole  that  they  make  this  impression  upon  us.  Some  of  them, 
on  the  contrary,  fall  short  of  the  attributes  whith  attach  to  them 
in  general ;  nay,  are  inferior  in  these  respects  to  certain  ecclesias- 
tical miracles,  and  are  received  only  on  the  credit  of  the  system  of 
which  they  form  part.  Again,  specimens  are  not  wanting  in  the 
history  of  the  Church,  of  miracles  as  awful  in  their  character,  and 
as  momentous  in  their  effects,  as  those  which  are  recorded  in 
Scripture."*  Now  here  is  one  able  and  thorough  supporter  of 
miracles  denying  the  enormous  distinction  between  those  of  the 
Gospel  and  those  of  human  history,  which  another  admits  to  be 
essential  to  the  former  as  evidence  of  a  revelation. 

Such  a  difficulty,  however,  is  met  by  asserting  that  there  would 
be  no  disadvantage  to  the  Gospel  miracles,  and  no  doubt 
regarding  them  involved,  if  for  some  later  miracles  there  was 
evidence  as  strong  as  for  those  of  the  Gospel.  "  All  the  result 
would  be,  that  we  should  admit  these  miracles  over  and  above 
the  Gospel  ones."^  The  equality  of  the  evidence,  however,  is 
denied,  in  any  case.  "  Between  the  evidence,  then,  upon  which 
the  Gospel  miracles  stand,  and  that  for  later  miracles,  we  see  a 
broad  distinction  arising,  not  to  mention  again  the  nature  and 
type  of  the  Gospel  miracles  themselves — from  the  contemporaneous 
date  of  the  testimony  to  them,  the  character  of  the  witnesses,  the 
probation  of  the  testimony;  especially  when  we  contrast  with 
these  points  the  false  doctrine  and  audacious  fraud  which  rose  up 
in  later  ages,  and  in  connection  with  which  so  large  a  portion  of 
the  later  miracles  of  Christianity  made  their  appearance.  "3  We 
consider  the  point  touching  the  type  of  the  Gospel  miracles 
disposed  of,  and  we  may,  therefore,  confine  ourselves  to  the  rest 
of  this  argument.  If  we  look  for  any  external  evidence  of  the 
miracles  of  Jesus  in  some  marked  effect  produced  by  them  at  the 
time  they  are  said  to  have  occurred,  we  find  anything  but  con- 
firmation of  the  statements  of  the  Gospels.  It  is  a  notorious  fact 
that,  in  spite  of  these  miracles,  very  few  of  the  Jews  amongst 
whom  they  were  performed  believed  in  Jesus,  and  that  Christianity 
made  its  chief  converts  not  where  the  supposed  miracles  took 
place,   but    where    an    account    of  them   was   alone    given    by 

*  J.  H.  Newman,  Two  Essays  on  Miracles^  p.  i6o  f. 

"  Mozley,  Bampton  Lectures^  p.  231.  3  /*.,  p.  220  f. 
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enthusiastic  missionaries.  Such  astounding  exhibitions  of  power 
as  raising  the  dead,  giving  sight  to  the  blind,  walking  on  the  sea, 
changing  water  into  wine,  and  indefinitely  multiplying  a  few  loaves 
and  fishes,  not  only  did  not  make  any  impression  on  the  Jews 
themselves,  but  were  never  heard  of  out  of  Palestine  until  long 
after  the  events  are  said  to  have  occurred,  when  the  narrative 
of  them  was  slowly  disseminated  by  Christian  teachers  and 
writers. 

Dr.  Mozley  refers  to  the  contemporary  testimony  "  for  certain 
great  and  cardinal  Gospel  miracles  which,  if  granted,  clears  away 
all  antecedent  objection  to  the  reception  of  the  rest,"  and  he  says  : 
"That  the  first  promulgators  of  Christianity  asserted  as  a  fact 
which  had  come  under  the  cognizance  of  their  senses  the  Resur- 
rection of  our  Lord  from  the  dead  is  as  certain  as  anything  in 
history."'  What  they  really  did  assert,  so  far  from  being  certain, 
must,  as  we  shall  hereafter  see,  be  considered  matter  of  the 
greatest  doubt  But  if  the  general  statement  be  taken  that  the 
Resurrection,  for  instance,  was  promulgated  as  a  fact  which  the 
early  preachers  of  Christianity  themselves  believed  to  have  taken 
place,  the  evidence  does  not  in  that  case  present  the  broad 
distinction  he  asserts.  The  miracles  recounted  by  St.  Athanasius 
and  St.  Augustine,  for  example,  were  likewise  proclaimed  with 
equal  clearness,  and  even  greater  promptitude  and  publicity,  at  the 
very  spot  where  many  of  them  were  said  to  have  been  performed, 
and  the  details  were  much  more  immediately  reduced  to  uniting. 
The  mere  assertion  in  neither  case  goes  for  much  as  evidence,  but 
the  fact  is  that  we  have  absolutely  no  contemporaneous  testimony 
as  to  what  the  first  promulgators  of  Christianity  actually 
asserted,  or  as  to  the  real  grounds  upon  which  they  made  such 
assertions.  We  shall  presentiy  enter  upon  a  thorough  examination 
of  the  testimony  for  the  Gospel  narratives,  their  authorship  and 
authenticity ;  but  we  may  here  be  permitted  so  far  to  anticipate 
as  to  remark  that,  applied  Jo  documentary  evidence,  any  reasoning 
from  the  contemporaneous  date  of  the  testimony,  and  the  character 
of  the  witnesses,  is  contradicted  by  the  whole  history  of  New 
Testament  literature.  Whilst  the  most  uncritically  zealous  assertors 
of  the  antiquity  of  the  Gospels  never  venture  to  date  the  earliest 
of  them  within  a  quarter  of  a  century  from  the  death  of  Jesus, 
every  tyro  is  aware  that  there  is  not  a  particle  of  evidence  of  the 
existence  of  our  Gospels  until  very  long  after  that  interval — 
hereafter  we  shall  show  how  long — that  two  of  our  Synoptic 
Gospels,  at  least,  were  not  composed  in  their  present  form 
by  the  writers  to  whom  they  are  attributed;  that  there  is, 
indeed,  nothing  worthy  of  the  name  of  evidence  that  any  one  of 


Bampton  Lectures ^  p.  219. 
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these  Gospels  was  written  by  the  person  whose  name  it  bears; 
that  the  second  Gospel  is  attributed  to  one  who  was  not  an  eye- 
witness, and  of  whose  identity  there  is  the  greatest  doubt,  even 
amongst  those  who  assert  the  authorship  of  Mark  ;  that  the  third 
Gospel  is  an  avowed  later  compilation,*  and  likewise  ascribed  to 
one  who  was  not  a  follower  of  Jesus  himself ;  and  that  the  author- 
ship of  the  fourth  Gospel  and  its  historical  character  are  amongst 
the  most  unsettled  questions  of  criticism,  not  to  use  here  any  more 
definite  terms.  This  being  the  state  of  the  case,  it  is  absurd  to  lay 
such  emphasis  on  the  contemporaneous  date  of  the  testimony, 
and  on  the  character  of  the  witnesses,  since  it  has  not  even  been 
determined  who  those  witnesses  are,  and  two  even  of  the  supposed 
evangelists  were  not  personal  eye-witnesses  at  all.*  Surely  the 
testimony  of  Athanasius  regarding  the  miracles  of  St.  Anthony, 
and  that  of  Augustine  r^arding  his  list  of  miracles  occurring  in, 
or  close  to,  his  own  diocese  within  two  years  of  the  time  at  which 
he  writes,  or,  to  refer  to  more  recent  times,  the  evidence  of  Pascal 
for  the  Port-Royal  miracles,  it  must  be  admitted,  not  only  does  not 
present  the  broad  distinction  of  evidence  asserted,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  is  even  more  unassailable  than  that  of  the  Gospel 
miracles.  The  Church,  which  is  the  authority  for  those  miracles, 
is  also  the  authority  for  the  long  succession  of  such  works  wrought 
by  the  saints.  The  identity  of  the  writers  we  have  instanced  has 
never  been  doubted;  their  trustworthiness  in  so  for  as  stating 
what  they  believe  to  be  true  is  concerned  has  never  been  impugned ; 
the  same  could  be  affirmed  of  writers  in  every  age  who  record 
such  miracles.  The  fiact  is  that  theologians  demand  evidence  for 
later  miracles  which  they  have  not  for  those  of  the  Gospels,  and 
which  transmitted  reverence  forbids  their  requiring.  They  strain 
out  a  gnat  and  swallow  a  camel. 

The  life  of  sacrifice  and  suffering  of  the  Apostles  is  pointed  out 
as  a  remarkable  and  peculiar  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  Gospel 
miracles,  and  notably  of  the  Resurrection  and  Ascension.  Without 
examining,  here,  how  much  we  really  know  of  those  lives  and 
sufferings,  one  thing  is  perfectly  evident :  that  sacrifice,  suffering, 
and  martyrdom  itself  are  evidence  of  nothing  except  of  the 
personal  belief  of  the  person  enduring  them ;  they  do  not  prove 
the  truth  of  the  doctrines  believed.  No  one  doubts  the  high 
religious  enthusiasm  of  the  eariy  Christians,  or  the  earnest  and 
fanatical  zeal  with  which  they  courted  martyrdom  ;  but  this  is  no 


'  Luke  i.  1-4. 

'  We  need  scarcely  point  out  that  Paul,  to  whom  so  many  of  the  writings  of 
the  New  Testament  are  ascribed,  and  who  practically  is  the  author  of  eccle- 
Jjastical  Christianity,  not  only  was  not  an  eye-witness  of  the  Gospel  miracles^ 
bat  never  even  saw  Jesus. 
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exclusive  characteristic  of  Christianity.  Every  religion  has  had 
its  martyrs,  every  error  its  devoted  victims.  Does  the  marvellous 
endurance  of  the  Hindoo,  whose  limbs  wither  after  years  of 
painful  persistence  in  vows  to  his  Deity,  prove  the  truth  of 
Brahmanism  ?  or  do  the  fanatical  believers  who  cast  themselves 
under  the  wheels  of  the  car  of  Jagganath  establish  the  soundness 
of  their  creed  ?  Do  the  Jews,  who  for  centuries  bore  the  fiercest 
contumely  of  the  world,  and  were  persecuted,  hunted,  and  done 
to  death  by  every  conceivable  torture  for  persisting  in  their  denial 
of  the  truth  of  the  Incarnation,  Resurrection,  and  Ascension,  and 
in  their  rejecticm  of  Jesus  Christ — do  they  thus  furnish  a  convincing 
argument  for  the  truth  of  their  belief  and  the  falsity  of  Chris- 
tianity ?  Or  have  the  thousands  who  have  been  consigned  to  the 
stake  by  the  Christian  Church  herself,  for  persisting  in  asserting 
what  she  has  denounced  as  damnable  heresy,  proved  the  correct- 
ness of  their  views  by  their  sufferings  and  death  ?  History  is  full 
of  the  records  of  men  who  have  honestly  believed  every  kind  of 
error  and  heresy,  and  have  been  steadfast  to  the  death,  through 
persecution  and  torture,  in  their  mistaken  belief.  There  is  nothing 
so  inflexible  as  superstitious  fanaticism,  and  persecution,  instead  of 
extinguishing  it,  has  invariably  been  the  most  certain  means  of  its 
propagation.  The  sufferings  of  the  Apostles,  therefore,  cannot 
prove  anything  beyond  their  own  belief,  and  the  question,  what  it 
was  they  really  did  believe  and  suffer  for,  is  by  no  means  so 
simple  as  it  appears. 

Now  the  long  succession  of  ecclesiastical  and  other  miracles 
has  an  important  bearing  upon  those  of  the  New  Testament, 
whether  we  believe  or  deny  their  reality.  If  we  regard  the 
miracles  of  Church  history  to  be  in  the  main  real,  the  whole  force 
of  the  Gospel  miracles,  as  exceptional  supernatural  evidence  of  a 
Divine  Revelation,  is  annihilated.  The  "  miraculous  credentials 
of  Christianity"  assume  a  very  different  aspect  when  they  are 
considered  from  such  a  point  of  view.  Admitted  to  be  scarcely 
recognisable  from  miracles  wrought  by  Satanic  agency,  they  are 
seen  to  be  a  continuation  of  wonders  recorded  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, to  be  preceded  and  accompanied  by  pretension  to  similar 
power  on  the  part  of  the  Jews  and  other  nations,  and  to  be 
succeeded  by  cycles  of  miracles,  in  all  essential  respects  the  same, 
performed  subsequently  for  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  years. 
Supernatural  evidence  of  so  common  and  prodigal  a  nature 
certainly  betrays  a  great  want  of  force  and  divine  speciality.  How 
could  that  be  considered  as  express  evidence  for  a  new  Divine 
revelation  which  was  already  so  well  known  to  the  world,  and 
which  is  scattered  broadcast  over  so  many  centuries,  as  well  as 
successfully  simulated  by  Satan  ? 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  dismiss  the  miracles  of  later  ages  as 
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£edse,  and  as  merely  the  creatioiis  of  superstition  or  pious  imagina- 
tion, how  can  the  miracles  of  the  Gospel,  which  are  precisely  the 
same  in  type,  and  not  better  established  as  facts,  remain  unshaken  ? 
The  Apostles  and  Evangelists  were  men  of  like  passions,  and  also 
of  like  superstitions,  with  others  of  their  time,  and  must  be 
measured  by  the  same  standard. 

If  we  consider  the  particular  part  which  miracles  have  played 
in  human  history,  we  find  precisely  the  phenomena  which  might 
have  been  expected  if,  instead  of  being  considered  as  real  occuiv 
Fences,  they  are  recognised  as  the  mistakes  or  creations  of 
^orance  xod  superstition  during  that  period  in  which  "  reality 
melted  into  £eible,  and  invention  unconsciously  trespassed  on  the 
province  of  history."  Their  occurrence  is  limited  to  ages  which 
were  totally  ignorant  of  physical  laws,  and  they  have  been 
numerous  or  rare  precisely  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  imagina- 
tion and  love  of  the  marvellous  characterising  the  people  amongst 
whom  they  are  said  to  have  occurred.  Instead  of  a  few  evidential 
miracles  taking  place  at  one  epoch  of  history,  and  filling  the 
world  with  surprise  at  such  novel  and  exceptional  phenomena,  we 
find  mirades  represented  as  occurring  in  all  ages  and  in  all 
countries.  The  Gospel  miracles  are  set  in  the  midst  of  a  series 
of  shnilar  wonders,  which  commenced  many  centuries  before  the 
dawn  of  Christianity  and  continued,  without  interruption,  for 
fifteen  hundred  years  after  it.  They  did  not  in  the  most  remote 
degree  originate  the  bdief  in  miracles,  or  give  the  first  suggestion 
of  spurious  imitation.  It  may,  on  the  contrary,  be  much  more 
truly  said  that  the  already  existing  belief  created  these  miracles. 
No  divine  originality  characterised  the  evidence  selected  to 
accredit  the  Divine  Revelation.  The  miracles  with  which  the 
history  of  the  world  is  full  occurred  in  ages  of  darkness  and 
superstition,  and  they  gradually  ceased  when  enlightenment  became 
more  generally  diffused.  At  the  very  time  when  knowledge  of  the 
laws  of  nature  began  to  render  men  capable  ot  judging  of  the  reality 
of  miracles,  these  wonders  entirely  failed.  This  extraordinary 
cessation  of  miracles,  precisely  at  the  time  when  their  evidence 
might  have  acquired  value  by  an  appeal  to  persons  capable  of 
appreciating  them,  is  perfectly  unintelligible  if  they  be  viewed  as 
the  supernatural  credentials  of  a  Divine  revelation.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  be  regarded  as  the  mistakes  of  imaginative 
excitement  and  ignorance,  nothing  is  more  natural  than  their 
extinction  at  the  time  when  the  superstition  which  created  them 
gave  place  to  knowledge. 

As  a  historical  fact,  there  is  nothing  more  certain  than  that 
miracles,  and  the  belief  in  them,  disappeared  exactly  when  educa- 
tion and  knowledge  of  the  operaticm  of  natural  laws  became 
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diffused  throughout  Europe,  and  that  the  last  traces  of  belief  in 
supernatural  interference  with  the  order  of  nature  are  only  to  be 
found  in  localities  where  ignorance  and  superstition  still  prevail, 
and  render  delusion  or  pious  fraud  of  that  description  possible. 
Miracles  are  now  denied  to  places  more  enlightened  than  Naples 
or  La  Salette.  The  inevitable  inference  from  this  feet  is  fatal  to 
the  mass  of  miracles,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  protect  them  from 
it.  Miracle  cures  by  the  relics  of  saints,  upheld  for  fifteen 
centuries  by  all  the  power  of  the  Church,  utterly  foiled  when 
medical  science,  increasing  in  spite  of  persecution,  demonstrated 
the  natural  action  of  physiological  laws.  The  theory  of  the 
demoniacal  origin  of  disease  has  been  entirely  and  for  ever 
dispelled,  and  the  host  of  miracles  in  connection  with  it  retro- 
spectively exploded  by  the  progress  of  science.  Witchcraft  and 
sorcery,  the  belief  in  which  reigned  supreme  for  so  many  centuries, 
are  known  to  have  been  nothing  but  the  delusions  of  ignorant 
superstition. 

Notwithstanding  the  facts  which  we  have  stated,  it  has  been 
argued :  "  Christianity  is  the  religion  of  the  civilised  world,  and  it 
is  believed  upon  its  miraculous  evidence.  Now,  for  a  set  of 
miracles  to  be  accepted  in  a  rude  age,  and  to  retain  their  authority 
throughout  a  succession  of  such  ages,  and  over  the  ignorant  and 
superstitious  part  of  mankind,  may  be  no  such  great  result  for  the 
miracle  to  accomplish,  because  it  is  easy  to  satisfy  those  who  do 
not  inquire.  But  this  is  not  the  state  of  the  case  which  we  have 
to  meet  on  the  subject  of  the  Christian  miracles.  The  Christian 
being  the  most  intelligent,  the  civilised  portion  of  the  world,  these 
miracles  are  accepted  by  the  Christian  body  as  a  whole,  by  the 
thinking  and  educated,  as  well  as  the  uneducated,  part  of  it,  and 
tlw  Gospel  is  believed  upon  that  evidence."'  The  picture  of 
Christendom  here  suggested  is  purely  imaginary.  We  are  asked  to 
believe  that  succeeding  generations  of  thinking  and  educated,  as 
well  as  uneducated,  men  since  the  commencement  of  the  period 
in  which  the  adequate  inquiry  into  the  reality  of  miracles  became 
possible,  have  made  that  adequate  inquiry,  and  have  intelligently 
and  individually  accepted  miracles  and  believed  the  Gospel  in 
consequence  of  their  attestation.  The  fact,  however,  is  that 
Christianity  became  the  religion  of  Europe  before  men  either 
possessed  the  knowledge  requisite  to  appreciate  the  difficulties 
involved  in  the  acceptance  of  miracles,  or  minds  sufficiently  freed 
from  ignorant  superstition  to  question  the  reality  of  the  supposed 
supernatural  interference  with  the  order  of  nature,  and  belief  had 
become  so  much  a  matter  of  habit  that,  in  our  time,  the 
great  majority  of  men  have  professed  bdief  for  no  better  reason 

'  Mozley,  Bampton  Lectures,  p.  27. 
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than  that  thdr  £Eithers  believed  before  them.  Belief  is  now  little 
more  than  a  transmitted  quality  or  hereditary  custom.  Few  men, 
even  now,  have  either  the  knowledge  or  the  leisure  requisite  to 
enable  them  to  enter  upon  such  an  examination  of  miracles  as  can 
entitle  them  to  affirm  that  they  intelligently  accept  miracles  for 
themselves.  We  have  shown,  moreover,  that  so  loose  are  the  ideas 
even  oi  the  clergy  upon  the  subject  that  dignitaries  of  the  Church 
foil  to  see  either  the  evidential  purpose  of  miracles  or  the 
need  for  evidence  at  all,  and  the  first  intelligent  step  towards 
inquiry— doubt — has  generally  been  stigmatised  almost  as  a 
crime. 

So  fax  from  the  statement  which  we  are  considering  being 
correct,  it  is  notorious  that  the  great  mass  of  those  who  are 
competent  to  examine,  and  who  have  done  so,  altogether  reject 
mirades.  Instead  of  the  '^ thinking  and  educated"  men  of 
science  accepting  miracles,  they,  as  a  body,  distinctly  deny  them, 
and  hence  the  antagonism  between  science  and  ecclesiastical 
Christianity;  and  it  is  surely  not  necessary  to  point  out  how  many 
of  the  profoimdest  critics  and  scholars  of  Germany,  and  of  aU 
other  countries  in  Europe,  who  have  turned  their  attention  to 
Biblical  subjects,  have  long  ago  rejected  the  miraculous  elements 
of  the  Christian  religion. 

It  is  necessary  that  we  should  now  refer  to  the  circumstance 
that  all  the  arguments  which  we  have  hitherto  considered  in 
support  of  miracles,  whether  to  explain  or  account  for  them,  have 
proceeded  upon  an  assumption  of  the  reality  of  the  alleged 
phenomena.  Had  it  been  first  requisite  to  establish  the  truth  of 
facts  of  such  an  astounding  nature,  the  necessity  of  accounting 
for  them  would  never  have  arisen.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  an 
assumption  which  permits  the  argument  to  attain  any  such  position 
begs  almost  the  whole  question.  Facts,  however  astounding,  the 
actual  occurrence  of  which  had  been  proved,  would  claim  a  latitude 
of  explanation,  which  a  mere  narrative  of  those  alleged  facts,  written 
by  an  unknown  person  some  ei^teen  centuries  ago,  could  not 
obtain.  If,  for  instance,  it  be  once  established  as  an  absolute 
feet  that  a  man  actually  dead,  and  some  days  buried,  upon  whose 
body  decomposition  had  already  made  some  progress,'  had  been 
restored  to  life,  the  fact  of  his  death  and  of  his  subsequent 
resuscitation  being  so  absolutely  proved  that  the  possibility  of 
deception  (^  of  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  witnesses  was  totally 
excluded,  it  is  clear  that  an  argument,  as  to  whether  such  an 
occurrence  should  be  ascribed  to  known  or  unknown  laws,  would 
assume  a  very  different  character  from  that  which  it  would 
have  borne  if  the  argument  merdy  sought  to  account  for  so 


*  Cf.  John  xi.  39. 
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astounding  a  phenomenon  of  whose  actual  occurrence  there  was 
no  sufficient  evidence. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten,  therefore,  that,  as  the  late  Professor 
Baden  Powell  pointed  out,  "  At  the  present  day  it  is  not  a  miracle^ 
but  the  narrative  of  a  miracle^  to  which  any  argument  can  refer, 
or  to  which  faith  is  accorded."'  The  discussion  of  miracles,  then, 
is  not  one  regarding  miracles  actually  performed  within  our  own 
knowledge,  but  merely  regarding  miracles  said  to  have  been 
performed  eighteen  himdred  years  ago,  the  reality  of  which  was 
not  verified  at  the  time  by  any  scientific  examination,  and  whose 
occurrence  is  merely  reported  in  the  Gospels.  Now,  althou^ 
Paley  and  others  rightly  and  logically  maintain  that  Christianity 
requires,  and  should  be  believed  only  upon,  its  miraculous 
evidence,  the  fact  is  that  popular  Christianity  is  not  believed 
because  of  miracles,  but  miracles  are  accepted  because  they  are 
related  in  the  Gospels  which  are  supposed  to  contain  the  doctrines 
of  Christianity.  The  Gospels  have  for  many  generations  been 
given  to  the  child  as  inspired  records,  and  doubt  of  miracles  has, 
therefore,  either  never  arisen  or  has  been  instantly  suppressed, 
simply  because  miracles  are  recorded  in  the  sacred  volume.  It 
could  scarcely  be  otherwise,  for  in  point  of  fact  the  Gospel 
miracles  stand  upon  no  other  testimony.  We  are  therefore  in 
this  position :  We  are  asked  to  believe  astounding  announcements 
beyond  the  limits  of  human  reason,  which  we  could  only  be 
justified  in  believing  upon  miraculous  evidence,  upon  the  testimony 
of  miracles  which  are  only  reported  by  the  records  which  also 
alone  convey  the  announcements  which  those  miracles  were 
intended  to  accredit.  There  is  no  other  contemporary  evidence 
whatever.  The  importance  of  the  Gospels,  therefore,  as  the 
almost  solitary  testimony  to  the  occurrence  of  miracles  can 
scarcely  be  exaggerated.  We  have  already  made  an  anticipatory 
remark  regarding  the  nature  of  these  documents,  to  which  we  may 
add  that  they  are  not  the  work  of  perfectly  independent  historians, 
but  of  men  who  were  engaged  in  disseminating  the  new  doctrines, 
and  in  saying  this  we  have  no  intention  of  accusing  the  writers  of 
conscious  deception;  it  is,  however,  necessary  to  state  the  feet 
in  order  that  the  value  of  the  testimony  may  be  fairly  estimated. 
The  narratives  of  miracles  were  written  by  ardent  partisans,  with 
minds  inflamed  by  religious  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  in  an  age  of 
ignorance  and  superstition,  a  considerable  time  after  the  supposed 
miraculous  occurrences  had  taken  place.  All  history  shows  how 
rapidly  pious  memory  exaggerates  and  idealises  the  traditions  of 
the  past,  and  simple  actions  might  readily  be  transformed  into 
miracles,  as  the  narratives  circulated,  in  a  period  so  prone  to 
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superstition  and  so  characterised  by  love  of  the  marvellous. 
Religious  excitement  could  not,  under  such  circumstances  and  in 
such  an  age,  have  escaped  this  exaggeration.  How  few  men  in 
more  enlightened  times  have  been  able  soberly  to  appreciate,  and 
accurately  to  record,  exciting  experiences,  where  feeling  and 
religious  emotion  have  been  concerned.  Prosaic  accuracy  of 
observation  and  of  language,  at  all  times  rare,  are  the  last  qualities 
we  could  expect  to  find  in  the  early  ages  of  Christianity.  In  the 
certain  fact  that  disputes  arose  among  the  Apostles  themselves  so 
shortly  after  the  death  of  their  great  Master,  we  have  one  proof 
that  even  amongst  them  there  was  no  accurate  appreciation  of  the 
teaching  of  Jesus,'  and  the  frequent  instances  of  their  misunder- 
standing of  very  simple  matters,  and  of  their  want  of  enlighten- 
ment, which  occur  throughout  the  Gospels  are  certainly  not 
calculated  to  inspire  much  confidence  in  their  intelligence  and 
accuracy  of  observation. 

Now  it  is  apparent  that  the  evidence  for  miracles  requires  to 
embrace  two  distinct  points :  the  reality  of  the  alleged  facts,  and 
the  accuracy  of  the  inference  that  the  phenomena  were  produced 
by  supernatural  agency.  The  task  would  even  then  remain  of 
demonstrating  the  particular  supernatural  Being  by  whom  the 
miracles  were  performed,  which  is  admitted  to  be  impossible. 
We  have  hitherto  chiefly  confined  ourselves  to  a  consideration  of 
the  antecedent  credibility  of  such  events,  and  of  the  fitness  of 
those  who  are  supposed  to  have  witnessed  them  to  draw  accurate 
inferences  from  the  alleged  phenomena.  Those  who  have  formed 
any  adequate  conception  of  the  amount  of  testimony  which 
would  be  requisite  in  order  to  establish  the  reality  of  occurrences 
in  violation  of  an  order  of  nature,  which  is  based  upon  universal 
and  invariable  experience,  must  recognise  that,  even  if  the 
earliest  asserted  origin  of  our  four  Gospels  could  be  established 
upon  the  most  irrefragable  grounds,  the  testimony  of  the  writers — 
men  of  like  ignorance  with  their  contemporaries,  men  of  like  passions 
with  ourselves — would  be  utterly  incompetent  to  prove  the  reality 
of  miracles.  We  have  already  sufficiently  discussed  this  point, 
more  especially  in  connection  with  Hume's  argument,  and  need 
not  here  resume  it.  Every  consideration,  historical  and  philo- 
sophical, has  hitherto  discredited  the  whole  theory  of  miracles, 
and  further  inquiry  might  be  abandoned  as  unnecessary.  In 
order,  however,  to  render  our  conclusion  complete,  it  remains 
for  us  to  see  whether,  as  affirmed,  there  be  any  special  evidence 
regarding  the  alleged  facts  entitling  the  Gospel  miracles  to 
exceptional  attention.  If,  instead  of  being  clear  and  direct,  the  un- 
doubted testimony  of  known  eye-witnesses  free  from  superstition, 

'-ff^.jGal.  ii.  II  ff. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


lao  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 

and  capable,  through  adequate  knowledge,  rightly  to  estimate  the 
alleged  phenomena,  we  find  that  the  actual  accounts  have  none 
of  these  qualifications,  the  final  decision  with  regard  to  miracles 
and  the  reality  of  Divine  revelation  will  be  easy  and  conclusive. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Before  commencing  our  examination  of  the  evidence  as  to  the 
date,  authorship,  and  character  of  the  Gospels,  it  may  be  well  to 
make  a  few  preliminary  remarks,  and  clearly  state  certain  canons 
of  criticism.  We  shall  make  no  attempt  to  establish  any  theory 
as  to  the  date  at  which  any  of  the  Gospels  was  actually  written, 
but  simply  examine  all  the  testimony  which  is  extant,  with  the  view 
of  ascertainmg  what  is  known  of  these  works  and  their  authors, 
certainly  and  distinctly,  as  distinguished  from  what  is  merely  con- 
jectiued  or  inferred.  Modem  opinion  in  an  Inquiry  like  oiurs 
must  not  be  taken  for  ancient  evidence.  We  propose,  therefore, 
as  exhaustively  as  possible  to  search  all  the  writings  of  the  early 
Churcli  for  information  regarding  the  Gospels,  and  to  examine 
even  the  alleged  indications  of  their  use. 

It  is  very  important,  however,  that  the  silence  of  early  writers 
should  receive  as  much  attention  as  any  supposed  allusi<His  to  the 
Gospels.  When  such  writers,  quoting  largely  from  the  Old  Testa- 
ment and  other  sources,  deal  with  subjects  which  would  naturally 
be  assisted  by  reference  to  our  Gospels,  and  still  more  so  by 
quoting  such  works  as  authoritative;  and  yet  we  find  that  not  only 
they  do  not  show  any  knowledge  of  those  Gospels,  but  actually 
quote  passages  from  unknown  sources,  or  sayings  of  Jesus  derived 
from  tradition  ;  the  inference  must  be  that  our  Gospels  were  either 
unknown  or  not  recognised  as  works  of  authority  at  the  time. 

It  is  still  more  important  that  we  should  constantly  bear  in  mind 
that  a  great  number  of  Gospels  existed  in  the  early  Church  which 
are  no  longer  extant,  and  of  most  of  which  even  the  names  are 
lost  We  need  not  here  do  more  than  refer,  in  corroboration  of 
this  remark,  to  the  preliminary  statement  of  the  author  of  the  third 
Gospel :  "  Forasmuch  as  many  (ttoAAoi)  took  in  hand  to  set  forth  in 
order  a  declaration  of  the  things  which  have  been  accomplished 
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among  us,"  etc'  It  is,  therefore,  evident  that  before  our 
third  Synoptic  was  written  many  similar  works  were  akeady  in 
circulation.  Looking  at  the  close  similarity  of  large  portions  of 
the  three  Synoptics,  it  is  almost  certain  that  many  of  the  writings 
here  mentioned  bore  a  close  analogy  to  each  other  and  to  our 
Gospels,  and  this  is  known  to  have  been  the  case,  for  instance, 
amongst  the  various  forms  of  the  "Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews."  When,  therefore,  in  early  writings  we  meet  with  quota- 
tions closely  resembling,  or,  we  may  add,  even  identical  with, 
passages  which  are  found  in  our  Gospels,  the  source  of  which, 
however,  is  not  mentioned,  nor  is  any  author's  name  indicated,  the 
similarity,  or  even  identity,  cannot  by  any  means  be  admitted  as 
proof  that  the  quotation  is  necessarily  from  our  Gospels,  and  not 
from  some  other  similar  work  now  no  longer  extant,  and  more 
especially  not  when,  in  the  same  writings,  there  are  other  quota- 
tions from  sources  different  from  our  Gospels.  Whether  r^arded 
as  historical  records  or  as  writings  embodying  the  mere  tradition 
of  the  early  Christians,  our  Gospels  cannot  be  recognised  as  the 
exclusive  depositories  of  the  genuine  sayings  and  doings  of  Jesus. 
So  far  from  the  common  possession  by  many  works  in  early  times 
of  sayings  of  Jesus  in  closely  similar  form  being  either  strange  or 
improbable,  the  really  remarkable  phenomenon  is  that  such 
material  variation  in  the  report  of  the  more  important  historical 
teaching  should  exist  amongst  them.  But  whilst  similarity  to  our 
Gospels  in  passages  quoted  by  early  writers  from  unknown  sources 
cannot  prove  the  use  of  our  Gospels,  variation  from  them  would 
suggest  or  prove  a  different  origin,  and,  at  least,  it  is  obvious  that 
anonymous  quotations  which  do  not  agree  with  our  Grospels 
cannot,  in  any  case,  necessarily  indicate  their  existence.  It  may 
be  well,  before  proceeding  further,  to  illustrate  and  justify  the 
canons  of  criticism  which  we  have  laid  down  by  examples  in  our 
three  Synoptics  themselves. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  suppose  the  "  Gospel  according  to  Luke" 
to  have  been  lost  like  the  "  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews," 
and  so  many  others.  In  the  works  of  one  of  the  Fathers  we 
discover  the  following  quotation  from  an  unnamed  evangelical 
work :  "  And  he  said  imto  them  {l^k€y€v  8^  irp^  avrof&s) : 
The  harvest  truly  is  great,  but  the  labourers  are  few :  pray  ye 
therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that  he  would  send  forth  labourere 
into  his  harvest.  Go  your  ways :  (waycrc)  behold  I  send 
you  forth  as  lambs  (ol/jva?)  in  the  midst  of  wolves."  Apologetic 
critics  would  probably  maintain  that  this  was  a  compilation  from 
memory  of  passages  quoted  freely  from  our  first  Gospel,  that  is  to 
say  Matt.  ix.  37  :  "  Then  saith  he  unto  his  disciples  (r<^€  Xcy^e 
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rocs  fui$riT<us  avrcv)  the  harvest,"  etc.,  and  Matt.  x.  16  :  "  Behold 
I  (tyw)  send  you  forth  as  sheep  (TrpSPara)  in  the  midst  of 
wolves :  be  ye  therefore,'*  etc.,  which,  with  the  differences  which 
we  have  indicated,  agree.  It  would  probably  be  in  vain  to  argue 
that  the  quotation  indicated  a  continuous  order,  and  the  variations 
combined  to  confirm  the  probability  of  a  different  source;  and  still 
more  so  to  point  out  that,  although  parts  of  the  quotation  separated 
from  their  context  might,  to  a  certain  extent,  correspond  with 
scattered  verses  in  the  first  Gospel,  such  a  circumstance  was  no 
proof  that  the  quotation  was  taken  from  that  and  from  no  other 
Gospel.  The  passage,  however,  is  a  literal  quotation  from  Luke  x. 
2,  3,  which,  as  we  have  assumed,  had  been  lost. 

.Again,  still  supposing  the  third  Gospel  no  longer  extant,  we 
might  find  the  following  quotation  in  a  work  of  the  Fathers: 
"Take  heed  to  yourselves  (fevrofs)  of  the  leaven  of  the 
Pharisees,  which  is  hypocrisy  {fjn^  hrlv  hroKpuri^),  For 
there  is  nothing  covered  up  (trvy^cc/caXv/ifievov)  which  shall 
not  be  revealed,  and  hid  which  shall  not  be  known."  It  would,  of 
course,  be  affirmed  that  this  was  evidently  a  combination  of  two 
verses  of  our  first  Gospel,  quoted  almost  literally,  with  merely  a 
few  very  immaterial  slips  of  memory  in  the  parts  we  note,  and  the 
explanatory  words  "  which  is  hypocrisy  "  introduced  by  the  Father, 
and  not  a  part  of  the  quotation  at  all.  The  two  verses  are  Matt, 
xvi.  6 :  "  Beware  and  (oparc  Koi)  take  heed  of  the  leaven  of 
the    Pharisees   and  Sadducees"    (koU  Sa88ov#ca£wv),   and    Matt. 

X.  26 "For  {y^p)  there   is    nothing   covered  {K€Ka\viiiuvov) 

that  shall  not  be  revealed,  and  hid  that  shall  not  be  known."  It 
would  probably  be  argued  that  the  sentence  should  be  divided,  and 
each  part  would  then  have  its  parallel  in  separate  portions  of  the 
Gospel.  That  such  a  system  is  mistaken  is  clearly  established  by 
the  fact  that  the  quotation,  instead  of  being  such  a  combination, 
is  simply  taken  as  it  stands  from  the  Gospel  according  to 
Luke  xii.  i,  2. 

To  give  another  example,  and  such  might  easily  be  multiplied, 
if  our  second  Gospel  had  been  lost  and  the  following  passage  were 
met  with  in  one  of  the  Fathers  without  its  source  being  indicated, 
what  would  be  the  argument  of  those  who  insist  that  quota- 
tions, though  differing  from  our  Gospels,  were  yet  taken  from 
them  ?  "  If  any  one  have  (c?  rts  \^€i)  ears  to  hear,  let  him 
hear.  And  he  said  unto  them  :  Take  heed  what  {rC)  ye  hear ; 
with  what  measure  ye  mete  it  shall  be  measured  to  you  :  and  more 
shall  be  given  unto  you.  For  he  (os)  that  hath  to  him  shall  be 
given,  and  he  {koX  09)  that  hath  not  firom  him  shall  be  taken 
even  that  which  he  hath."  Upon  the  principle  on  which  patristic 
quotations  are  treated,  it  would  probably  be  positively  affirmed 
that  this  passage  was  a  quotation  from  our  first  and  thinl  Gospels 
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combined  and  made  from  memory.  The  exigencies  of  the  occasion 
might  probably  lead  to  the  assertion  that  the  words,  "And 
he  said  to  them,"  really  indicated  a  separation  of  the  latter 
part  of  the  quotation  from  the  preceding,  and  that  the  Father 
thus  showed  that  the  passage  was  not  consecutive ;  and  as  to  the 
phrase,  "  and  more  shall  be  given  unto  you,"  that  it  was  evidently 
an  addition  of  the  Father.  The  passage  would  be  dissected,  and 
its  different  members  compared  with  scattered  sentences,  and 
declared  almost  literal  quotations  from  the  Canonical  Gospels. 
Matt.  xiii.  9 :  "He  that  hath  (6  Ix^v)  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear."' 
Luke  viii.   18:   "Take  heed,  therefore,  how  (oi^v  vm)  ye  hear." 

Matt.  vii.  2  :  " with  what  measure  ye  mete  it  shall  be  measured 

to  you.""  Matt.  xiii.  12  :  "For  whosoever  («rrts)  hath,  to  him 
shall  be  given  (and  he  shall  have  abundance) ;  but  whosoever 
{Sons  8^)  hath  not  from  him  shall  betaken  even  that  which  hehath."^ 
In  spite  of  these  ingenious  assertions,  however,  the  quotation  in 
reality  is  literally  and  consecutively  taken  from  Mark  iv.  23-25. 

These  examples  may  suffice  to  show  that  any  argument  which 
commences  by  the  assumption  that  the  order  of  a  passage  quoted 
may  be  entirely  disr^arded,  and  that  it  is  sufficient  to  find 
parallels  scattered  inegularly  up  and  down  the  Gospels  to  warrant 
the  conclusion  that  the  passage  is  compiled  from  them,  and  is  not 
a  consecutive  quotation  from  some  other  source,  is  utterly 
unfounded  and  untenable.  The  supposition  of  a  lost  Gospel 
which  has  just  been  made  to  illustrate  this  argument  is,  however, 
not  a  mere  supposition,  but  a  fact ;  for  we  no  IcNnger  have  the 
Gospel  according  to  Peter,  nor  that  according  to  the  Hebrews, 
not  to  mention  the  numerous  other  works  in  use  in  the  early 
Church.  The  instances  we  have  given  show  the  importance  of 
the  order,  as  well  as  the  language,  of  quotations,  and  while  they 
prove  the  impossibility  of  demonstrating  that  a  consecutive 
passage  which  differs  not  only  in  language,  but  in  order,  from  the 
parallels  in  our  Gospels  must  be  derived  from  them,  they  likewise 
attest  the  probability  that  such  passages  are  actually  quoted  from 
a  different  source. 

If  we  examine  further,  however,  in  the  same  way,  quotations 
which  differ  merely  in  language,  we  arrive  at  the  very  same  con- 
clusion. Supposing  the  third  Gospel  to  be  lost,  what  would  be 
the  source  assigned  to  the  following  quotation  from  an  unnamed 
Gospel  in  the  work  of  one  of  the  Fathers  ?  "  No  servant  (ovScis 
oUen^s)  can  serve  two  lords,  for  either  he  will  hate  the  one 
and  love  the  other,  or  else  he  will  hold  to  the  one  and  despise 
the  other.     Ye  cannot  serve  God  and  Mammon."    Of  course  the 

'  Cf.  Matt.  3ri.  15 ;  Lake  viu.  8. 
'  Cf.  Luke  vi.  38.  3  C£  Matt.  zxv.  39 ;  Lake  viiL  18,  xix.  26. 
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passage  would  be  claimed  as  a  quotation  from  memory  of  Matt, 
▼i.  24,  with  which  it  perfectly  corresponds,  with  the  exception  of 
the  addition  of  the  second  word  oiKerrys,  which,  it  would  no 
doubt  be  argued,  is  an  evident  and  very  natural  amplification  of 
the  simple  ovStU  of  the  first  Gospel.  Yet  this  passage,  only 
differing  by  the  single  word  from  Matthew,  is  a  literal  quotation 
from  the  Gospel  according  to  Luke  xvi.  13.  Or,  to  take  another 
instance,  supposing  the  third  Gospel  to  be  lost,  and  the  following 
passive  quoted,  frx>m  an  unnamed  source,  by  one  of  the  Fathers  : 
"Beware  (irpo<r«x*^*)  ^^  ^^^  Scribes  which  desire  to  walk  in 
long  robes,  and  love  (<l>ikovvTiav)  greetings  in  the  markets,  and 
chief  seats  in  the  synagogues  and  uppermost  places  at  feasts; 
which  devour  widows'  houses,  and  for  a  pretence  make  long 
prayers:  these  shall  receive  greater  damnation."  This  would, 
without  hesitation,  be  declared  a  quotation  from  memory  of  Mark 

xii.  38-40:  " Beware  (jSXcircTc)  of  the  Scribes  which  desire 

to  walk  in  long  robes  and  greetings  in  the  markets,  and  chief  seats 
in  the  synagogues  and  uppermost  places  at  feasts  ;  which  devour 
widows'  houses,  and  for  a  pretence  make  long  prayers :  these  shall 
receive,"  etc  It  is,  however,  a  literal  quotation  of  Luke  xx.  46, 
47  >  yet,  probably,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  submit  to  apologetic 
critics  that  the  passage  was  not  derived  from  Mark,  but 
from  a  lost  Gospel.  To  quote  one  more  instance,  let  us 
suppose  the  "Gospel  according  to  Mark"  no  longer  extant, 
and  that  in  some  early  work  there  existed  the  following 
quotation  :  "  It  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye 
(rpvfuikw)  of  a  needle  than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  into 
the  Kingdom  of  God."  This  would,  of  course,  be  claimed  as  a 
quotation  from  memory  of  Matt  xix.  24,'  with  which  it  agrees, 
with  the  exception  of  the  substitution  of  TfWTnJ/iAaTos  for  the 
TpvfmXbSi^,  It  would  not  the  less  have  been  an  exact  quotation 
from  Mark  x.  25.* 

The  actual  agreement  of  any  saying  of  Jesus,  quoted  by  one  of 
the  early  Fathers  from  an  imnamed  source,  with  a  passage  in  our 
Gospels  is  by  no  means  conclusive  evidence  that  the  quotation 
was  actually  derived  from  that  Gospel.     It  must  be  apparent  that 


*  Cf.  Luke  xviii.  25. 

'  For  further  instances  compare — 


Luke    xiv.  11  with  Nfatt.  xxiii. 

12  and  Luke  xviii.  14. 

„      xvii.  37    „ 

„     xxiy. 

28. 

„         vi.  41    „ 

„        vii. 

3- 

Marie      vl     4    „ 

„      xiiL 

57. 

.,      viii.  34    „ 

Luke     ix. 

23- 

Matt.  xviiL  11    „ 

„      xix. 

la 

„     xxiv.  37    „ 

„       xiii. 

.34-              ...         . 

xxiv.  34-36  with  Mark  xiii.  30-32  and  Luke  xxi.  32-33. 
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literal  agreement  in  reporting  short  and  important  sa]4ng?  is  not 
in  itself  so  surprising  as  to  constitute  proof  that,  occurring  in  two 
histories,  the  one  must  have  copied  from  the  other.  The  only 
thing  which  is  surprising  is  that  such  frequent  inaccuracy  should 
exist  When  we  add,  however,  the  fact  that  most  of  the  larger 
early  evangelical  works,  including  our  Synoptic  Cvospels,  must 
have  been  compiled  out  of  the  same  ori^nal  sources,  and  have 
been  largely  indebted  to  each  other,  the  common  possession  of 
such  sayings  becomes  a  matter  of  natural  occurrence.  Moreover, 
it  must  be  admitted  even  by  apologetic  critics  that,  in  a  case  of 
such  vast  importance  as  the  report  of  sayings  of  Jesus,  upon  the 
verbal  accuracy  of  which  the  most  essential  doctrines  of  Chris- 
tianity depend,  it  cannot  be  a  wonder,  to  the  extent  of  proving 
plagiarism  so  to  say,  if  various  Gospels  report  the  same  saying  of 
Jesus  in  the  same  words.  Practically  the  Synoptic  Gospels  difier 
in  their  reports  a  great  deal  more  than  is  right  or  desirable ;  but 
we  may  take  them  as  an  illustration  of  the  fact  that  identity  of 
passages,  where  the  source  is  unnamed,  by  no  means  proves  that 
such  passages  in  a  work  of  the  early  Fathers  were  derived  from 
one  Gospeij  and  not  from  any  other.  Let  us  suppose  our  first 
Gospel  to  have  been  lost,  and  the  following  quotation  from  an 
unnamed  source  to  be  found  in  an  early  work  :  "  Every  tree  that 
bringeth  not  forth  good  fruit  is  hewn  down,  and  cast  into  the 
fire."  This,  being  in  literal  agreement  with  Luke  iiL  9,  would 
certainly  be  declared  by  modem  apologists  conclusive  proof  that 
the  Father  was  acquainted  with  that  Gospel ;  and  although  the 
context  in  the  work  of  the  Father  might,  for  instance,  be :  "Ye 
shall  know  them  from  their  works,  and  every  tree,"  etc.,  and 
yet,  in  the  third  Gospel,  the  context  is  :  "  And  now  aLso,  the  axe 
is  laid  unto  the  root  of  the  trees  :  and  every  tree,"  etc.,  that  would 
by  no  means  give  them  pause.  The  explanaticm  of  combination 
of  texts,  and  quotation  from  memory,  is  sufficiently  elastic  for 
every  emeigency.  Now,  the  words  in  question  might  in  reality 
be  a  quotation  from  the  lost  Gospel  according  to  Matthew,  in 
which  they  twice  occur ;  so  that  here  is  a  passage  which  is  literally 
repeated  three  times — Matt.  iiL  10,  vii.  19,  and  Luke  iii.  9. 
In  Matt.  iii.  10,  and  in  the  third  Gospel,  the  words  are  part  of 
a  saying  of  John  the  Baptist ;  whilst  in  Matt.  vii.  19  they  are 
given  as  part  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  with  a  different 
context. 

Another  illustration  of  this  may  be  given,  by  supposing  the 
Gospel  of  Luke  to  be  no  longer  extant,  and  the  following  sentence 
in  one  of  the  Fathers  :  "  And  ye  shall  be  hated  by  all  men,  for 
my  name's  sake."  These  very  words  occur  both  in  Matt  x.  22 
and  Mark  xiii.  13,  in  both  of  which  places  there  follow  the  words : 
"  but  he  that  eiKlureth  to  the  end,  the  same  shall  be  saved." 
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There  might  here  have  been  a  doubt  as  to  whether  the  Father  derived 
the  words  from  the  first  or  second  Gospel,  but  they  would  have 
been  ascribed  either  to  the  one  or  to  the  other,  whilst  in  reality 
they  were  taken  from  a  different  work  altogether — Luke  xxi.  17. 
Here  again  we  have  the  same  words  in  three  Gospels.  In  how 
many  more  of  them  may  not  the  same  passage  have  been  found  ? 
One  more  instance  to  conclude.  The  following  passage  might  be 
quoted  from  an  unnamed  source  by  one  of  the  Fathers :  "  Heaven 
and  earth  shall  pass  away,  but  my  words  shall  not  pass  away."  If 
the  Gospel  according  to  Mark  were  no  longer  extant,  this  would 
be  claimed  as  a  quotation  either  from  Matt.  xxiv.  35  or  Luke 
xxi.  33,  in  both  of  which  it  occurs ;  but,  notwithstanding,  the 
Father  might  not  have  been  acquainted  with  either  of  them,  and 
simply  have  quoted  from  Mark  xiii.  31.*  And  here  again  the 
three  Gospels  contain  the  same  passage  without  variation. 

Now,  in  all  these  cases  not  only  is  the  selection  of  the  Gospel 
from  which  the  quotation  was  actually  taken  completely  an  open 
question,  since  they  all  have  it,  but  still  more  is  the  point 
uncertain,  when  it  is  considered  that  many  other  works  may  also 
have  contained  it,  historical  sayings  being  naturally  common 
property.  Does  the  agreement  of  the  quotation  with  a  passage 
which  is  equally  found  in  the  three  Gospels  prove  the  existence  of 
all  of  them  ?  and  if  not,  how  is  the  Gospel  from  which  it  was 
actually  taken  to  be  distinguished  ?  If  it  be  diflScult  to  do  so, 
how  much  more  when  the  possibility  and  probability,  demonstrated 
by  the  agreement  of  the  three  extant,  that  it  might  have  formed 
part  of  a  dozen  other  works  is  taken  into  account. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  add  that,  in  proportion  as  we  remove  from 
apostolic  times  without  positive  evidence  of  the  existence  and 
authenticity  of  our  Gospels,  so  does  the  value  of  their  testimony 
dwindle  away.  Indeed,  requiring  as  we  do  clear,  direct,  and  irre- 
fragable evidence  of  the  integnty,  authenticity,  and  historical 
ch^acter  of  these  Gospels,  doubt  or  obscurity  on  these  points 
must  inevitably  be  fatal  to  them  as  sufficient  testimony — if  they 
could,  under  any  circumstances,  be  considered  sufficient  testimony 
— ^for  miracles  and  a  direct  Divine  revelation  Hke  ecclesiastical 
Christianity. 

We  propose  to  examine,  first,  the  evidence  for  the  three 
Synoptics,  and  then,  separately,  the  testimony  regarding  the  fourth 
Gospel. 


'  QL  Matt  vii.  7-8  with  Luke  xi.  9-10 ;  Matt.  xi.  25  with  Lake  x.  21. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

CLEMENT   OF   ROME — THE   EPISTLE   OF   BARNABAS — 
THE  PASTOR   OF   HERMAS 

Th£  first  work  which  presents  itself  for  examination  is  the  so- 
called  first  Episde  of  Clement  to  the  Corinthians,  which,  together 
with  a  second  Epistle  to  the  same  community,  likewise  attributed 
to  Clement,  is  preserved  to  us  in  the  Codex  Alexandrinus^  a  MS. 
assigned  by  the  most  competent  judges  to  the  second  half  of  the 
fifth  or  banning  of  the  sixth  century,  in  which  these  Epistles 
follow  the  books  of  the  New  Testament.  The  second  Epistle, 
which  is  evidently  not  epistolary,  but  the  fragment  of  a  Homily, 
although  it  thus  shares  with  the  first  the  honour  of  a  canonical 
position  in  one  of  the  most  ancient  codices  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, is  not  mentioned  at  all  by  the  earlier  Fathers  who  refer  to 
the  first ;'  and  Eusebius,  who  is  the  first  writer  who  mentions  it, 
expresses  doubt  regarding  it,  while  Jerome  and  Photius  state  that 
it  was  rejected  by  the  ancients.  It  is  now  universally  regarded  as 
spurious,  and  dated  about  the  end  of  the  second  century,  or 
later.  We  shall  hereafter  see  that  many  other  pseudographs 
were  circulated  in  the  name  of  Clement,  to  which,  however,  we 
need  not  further  allude  at  present. 

There  has  been  much  controversy  as  to  the  identity  of  the 
Clement  to  whom  the  first  Epistle  is  attributed.  In  early  days  he 
was  supposed  to  be  the  Clement  mentioned  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Philippians  (iv.  3),^  but  this  is  now  generally  doubted  or 
denied,  and  the  authenticity  of  the  Epistle  has,  indeed,  been 
called  in  question  both  by  earlier  and  later  critics.  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  detail  the  various  traditions  regarding  the  supposed  writer, 
but  we  must  point  out  that  the  Epistle  itself  makes  no  mention  of 
the  author's  name.  It  merely  purports  to  be  addressed  by  "  The 
Church  of  God  which  sojourns  at  Rome  to  the  Church  of  God 
sojourning  at  Corinth  "  ;  but  in  the  Codex  Akxandrinus  the  title 
of  "  The  First  Epistle  of  Clement  to  the  Corinthians  "  is  added  at 


*  Dionysius,  Cor.  in  Euseb.,  H.  E.y  iv.  23;  Irenaeus,  Adv,  Hcer,^  iii.  3; 
Clemens  AL,  Stromatay  iv.  17,  §  107,  i.  7,  §  38,  v.  12,  §  81,  vi.  8,  §  65 ; 
Origen,  De  Primip.y  ii.  3,  6 ;  in  Euch,  8;  Epiphanius,  Hctr.,  xxvii.  6. 
Cf.  Cyril,  Hieros.,  Catech,,  xviii.  8. 

'  Eusebius^  If,E.t  iii.  15,  16 ;  Hieron.,  d^  Vir,  IlLy  15 ;  Photius,  Bibl.  Cod, 
113. 
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the  end.  Clement  of  Alexandria  calls  the  supposed  writer  the 
"Apostle  Clement  'V  Origen  reports  that  many  also  ascribed  to 
him  the  authorship  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews ;'  and  Photius 
mentions  that  he  was  likewise  said  to  be  the  writer  of  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles,3  We  know  that,  until  a  comparatively  late  date,  this 
Epistle  was  quoted  as  Holy  Scripture,*  and  was  publicly  read  in 
the  churches  at  the  Sunday  meetings  of  Christians. ^  It  has,  as 
we  have  seen,  a  place  amongst  the  canonical  books  of  the  New 
Testament  in  the  Codex  AlexandrinuSy  but  it  did  not  long  retain 
that  position  in  the  canon,  for,  although  in  the  Apostolic  Canons^ 
of  the  sixth  or  seventh  century  both  Epistles  appear,  yet  in  the 
Stichometry  of  Nicephorus,  a  work  of  the  ninth  century,  derived, 
however,  as  Credner^  has  demonstrated,  from  a  Syrian  catalogue 
of  the  fifth  century,  both  Epistles  are  classed  among  the 
Apocrypha,^ 

Great  uncertainty  prevails  as  to  the  date  at  which  the  Epistle 
was  written.  Reference  is  supposed  to  be  made  to  it  by  the  so- 
called  Epistle  of  Polycarp,  but,  owing  to  the  probable  inauthenti- 
city  of  that  work  itself,  no  weight  can  be  attached  to  this  circum- 
stance. The  first  certain  reference  to  it  is  by  Hegesippus,  in  the 
second  half  of  the  second  century,  mentioned  by  Eusebius.9 
Dionysius  of  Corinth,  in  a  letter  ascribed  to  him,  addressed  to 
Soter,  Bishop  of  Rome,  is  the  first  who  distinctly  mentions  the 
name  of  Clement  as  the  author  of  the  Epistle. '°  There  is  some 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  order  of  his  succession  to  the 
Bishopric  of  Rome.  Irenaeus"  and  Eusebius"  say  that  he  followed 
Anacletus,  and  the  latter  adds  the  date  of  the  twelfth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Domitian  (a.d.  91-92),  and  that  he  died  nine  years  after, 
in  the  third  year  of  Trajan's  reign  (a.d.  100). '3  Internal  evidence** 
shows  that  the  Epistle  was  written  after  some  persecution  of  the 
Roman  Church,  and  the  selection  lies  between  the  persecution 
under  Nero,  which  would  suggest  the  date  a.d.  64-70,  or  that 
under  Domitian,  which  would  assign  the  letter  to  the  end  of  the 
first  century,  or  to  the  beginning  of  the  second.  Those  who 
adhere  to  the  view  that  the  Clement  mentioned  in  the  Epistle  to 
the  Philippians  is  the  author  maintain  that  the  Epistle  was 
written  under  Nero.     One  of  their  principal  arguments  for  this 


'  Strom,  iv.  17,  §  107.  '  Eusebius,  H.E.y  vi.  25. 

3  Qt4asL  Amphii.y  Gallandi,  Bibl.  Pair.,  1765,  xiii.,  p.  722. 

*  Irenaeus,  Adv.  /far.^v/.  3  ;  Clemens  AL,  Strom. y  I.e. 

5  Dion.,  Cor.  in  Euseb.  H.  E.,  iv.  23,  iii.  16 ;  Epiphanius,  Har.^  xxx.  15  ; 
Ilieron.,  de  Vir.  lU.,  15. 

*  Can.  76  (85).  7  Zur  Gesch.  des  Kanons,  1847,  p.  97  ff. 

*  Credner, «».,  p  122.      ^  ff.  E.,  iii.  16,  iv.  22.       "Euseb.,  ff.  E.,  iv.  23. 
"  Adv.  ffar.,  iii.  3,  §  3 ;  Euseb.,  ff.  E.,  v.  6. 

"  ff.  E.,  m.  15,  cfT  4.  ^^ff.E.,  iu.  15,  34«  '*  Ch.  i. 

K 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


I30  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 


conclusion  is  a  remark  occurring  in  chapter  xli.:  "  Not  everywhere, 
brethren,  are  the  daily  sacrifices  offered  up,  or  the  votive  offerings, 
or  the  sin-oflferings  and  the  trespass-ofTerings,  but  only  in 
Jerusalem.  But  even  there  they  are  not  offered  in  every  place, 
but  only  at  the  altar  before  the  Sanctuary,  examination  of  the 
sacrifice  offered  being  first  made  by  the  High  Priest  and  the 
ministers  already  mentioned."  From  this  it  is  concluded  that  the 
Epistle  was  written  before  the  destruction  of  the  Temple.  It  has, 
however,  been  shown  that  Josephus,'  the  author  of  the  "Epistle  to 
Diognetus  "  (c.  3),  and  others,  long  after  the  Jewish  worship  of  the 
Temple  was  at  an  end,  continually  speak  in  the  present  tense  of 
the  Temple  worship  in  Jerusalem ;  and  it  is  evident,  as  Cotelier 
long  ago  remarked,  that  this  may  be  done  with  propriety  even  in 
the  present  day.  The  argument  is  therefore  recognised  to  be 
without  value.  Tischendorf,  who  systematically  adopts  the  earliest 
possible  or  impossible  dates  for  all  the  writings  of  the  first  two 
centuries,  decides,  without  stating  his  reasons,  that  the  grounds  for 
the  earlier  date,  about  a.d.  69,  as  well  as  for  the  episcopate  of 
Clement  from  a.d.  68-77,^  are  conclusive ;  but  he  betrays  his  more 
correct  impression  by  classing  Clement,  in  his  index,  along  with 
Ignatius  and  Polycarp  as  representatives  of  the  period,  "  First  and 
second  quarters  of  the  second  century  ";3  and  in  the  Prolegomena 
to  his  New  Testament  he  dates  the  episcopate  of  Clement  "  ab 
anno  92  usque  102."*  The  earlier  episcopate  assigned  to  him  by 
Hefele  upon  most  insufficient  grounds  is  contradicted  by  the 
direct  statements  of  Iraeneus,  Eusebius,  Jerome,  and  others  who 
give  the  earliest  lists  of  Roman  Bishops,  s  as  well  as  by  the  internal 
evidence  of  the  Epistle  itself  In  chapter  xliv.  the  writer  speaks 
of  those  appointed  by  the  apostles  to  the  oversight  of  the  Church, 
"  or  afterwards  by  other  notable  men,  the  whole  Church  consenting 

who  have  for  a  long  time  been  commended  by  all,  etc.," 

which  indicates  successions  of  Bishops  since  apostolic  days.  In 
another  place  (chap,  xlvii.)  he  refers  the  Corinthians  to  the  Epistle 
addressed  to  them  by  Paul  "  in  the  beginning  of  the  Gospel,"  and 
speaks  of  "the  most  stedfast  and  ancient  Church  of  the 
Corinthians,"  which  would  be  absurd  in  an  Epistle  written  about 
A.D.  69.  Moreover,  an  advanced  episcopal  form  of  Church 
government  is  indicated   throughout  the  letter,  which  is  quite 

'  Antiq.y  iii.  6,  12  ;  Contra  Apion,,  i.  7,  ii.  23. 

»  He  refers  in  a  note  particularly  to  Hefele,  Pair,  Ap,y  1855,  p.  33  ff. 

3  ^^  Erstes  undzweites  Viertel  des  2  Jahrh,  Clemens  v,  Rom,  Ignatius  und 
Polycarp"  Wann  wurden  uns,  Evangelien  verfasst?  4th  Aufl.,  1866,  p.  ao, 
cf.  Uebersicht  des  Inhalts, 

*  Nov.  Test.  Graece^  Lips.  Sumpt.  Ad.  Winter^  Ed,  septima  Crit.  min, 
Proleg.^  p.  cxxix. 

5  Cf.  Lipsius,  Chronologie  der  rom.  Bischofe,  i86g. 
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inconsistent  with  such  a  date.  The  great  mass  of  critics,  therefore, 
have  decided  against  the  earlier  date  of  the  episcopate  of  Clement, 
and  assign  the  composition  of  the  Epistle  to  the  end  of  the  first 
century  (a.d.  95-100).  Others,  however,  date  it  still  later.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  great  number  of  Epistles  and  other  writings 
falsely  circulated  in  the  name  of  Clement  may  well  excite 
suspicion  as  to  the  authenticity  of  this  Epistle  also,  which  is  far 
from  unsupported  by  internal  proofs.  Of  these,  however,  we  shall 
only  mention  one.  We  have  already  incidentally  remarked  that 
the  writer  mentions  the  Epistle  of  Paul  to  the  Corinthians,  the 
only  instance  in  which  any  New  Testament  writing  is  referred  to 
by  name ;  but  along  with  the  Epistle  of  the  "  blessed  Paul  "  the 
author  also  speaks  of  the  "  blessed  Judith,"  and  this  leads  to  the 
inquiry  :  When  was  the  Book  of  Judith  written  ?  Hitzig,  Volkmar, 
and  others,  contend  that  it  must  be  dated  a.d.  117-118,'  and  if 
this  be  admitted,  it  follows,  of  course,  that  an  Epistle  which 
already  shows  acquaintance  with  the  Book  of  Judith  cannot  have 
been  written  before  a.d.  120-125  at  the  earliest,  which  many,  for 
this  and  other  reasons,  affirm  to  be  the  case  with  the  Epistle  of 
pseudo-Clement.  Whatever  date  be  assigned  to  it,  however,  it  is 
probable  that  the  Epistle  is  interpolated,  although  it  must  be 
added  that  this  is  not  the  view  of  the  majority  of  critics. 

It  is  important  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  this  ancient  Chris- 
tian Epistle  affords  any  evidence  of  the  existence  of  our  Synoptic 
Gospels  at  the  time  when  it  was  written.  Tischendorf,  who  is 
ever  ready  to  claim  the  slightest  resemblance  in  language  as  a 
reference  to  New  Testament  writings,  states  that,  although  this 
Epistle  is  rich  in  quotations  from  the  Old  Testament,  and  that 
Clement  here  and  there  also  makes  use  of  passages  from  Pauline 
Epistles,  he  nowhere  refers  to  the  Gospels."  This  is  perfectly 
true,  but  several  passages  occur  in  this  Epistle  which  are  either 
quotations  from  Evangelical  works  different  from  ours,  or  derived 
from  tradition,  and  in  either  case  they  have  a  very  important  bear- 
ing upon  our  inquiry. 

The  first  of  these  passages  occurs  in  ch.  xiii.,  and  for  greater 
facility  of  comparison  we  shall  at  once  place  it  both  in  the  Greek 
and  in  translation,  in  juxta-position  with  the  nearest  parallel 
readings  in  our  Synoptic  Gospels  ;  and,  as  far  as  may  be,  we  shall 
in  the  English  version  indicate  differences  existing  in  the  original 
texts.     The  passage  is  introduced  thus :  "  Especially  remembering 

'  Hitzig,  Zur  Kritik  d,  apokr,  Bucher  d.  A,  T. ,  Zeitschr.  /.  wiss,  Theol. , 
i860,  p.  240  flf.  ;  Volkmar,  TheoL  Jahrb,,  1856,  p.  362  flf.,  1857,  p.  441  flf. 
H*biuh,  Einl,  in  d.  Apokr.  y  i860,  i.  p.  268;  Baur,  Lehrb,  chr,  Dogmen- 
gesckuhiey  1858,  p.  82  anm.;  Grcetz,  Gesck,  d,  Judtnvcm  Unterg,  d,  jiid, 
Staaies  u,  s.  w,,  1866,  p.  132  ff. 

'  **  Ader  nirgends  aufdie  EvangeHen.^^     fVann  wurden  u,  j.  w.,  p.  20  f. 
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the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  which  he  spake  teaching  gentle- 
ness and  long-suffering.     For  thus  he  said  ": — 


Epistle,  xiii. 

(a)  Be  pitiful,  that  ye 
may  be  pitied  ; 

(/3)  forgive,  that  it  may 
be  forgiven  to  you  ; 


(7)  as  ye  do,  so  shall 
it  be  done  to  you  ; 


Matthew. 

V.  7.  Blessed  are  the 
pitiful,  for  they  shall 
obtain  pity. 

vi.  14.  For  if  ye  for- 
give men  their  tres- 
passes, &c 

vii.  12.   Therefore    all 
things     whatsoever     ye 
I  would  that   men  should 
I  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so 
I  to  them. 
(5)  as  ye  give,  so  shall 
it  be  given  to  you  ;  j 

(e)  as    ye    judge,    sol      vii.  2.  For  with  what 
shall  it  be  judged  to  you ;  j  judgment    ye   judge,   ye 
I  shall  be  judged, 

(^  as  ye  show   kind- ' 
ness  shall    kindness    be  I  and 

shown  to  you  ;  I 

{ri)  with     what     mea- 1  with   what    measure    ye 
sure  ye  mete,  with   lhe|  mete,   it   shall   be    mea- 


same  shall   it    be    mea- 
sured to  you. 

(a)  'EXcarc,    twa    ^Xeiy- 
Brfre. 

V/JUP. 

(7)  ujs     iroi€iT€j     oih-u 
irotiy^iJcTfrcu  v/jup. 


I 
{8)   wj     dLdoT€f     oDrwj  1 

(e)  Cii    Kplr€T€y     oOrtas 
Kpi$i^e(r$€  iffU¥.  I 

oOtws         xPV^^^^'^^'f^  I 

VfJUW.  j 

(17)  (}   Jl4rp<fi     flCTp€lT€, 

iv     nini^      fi€Tp7j0i^€Tai  \ 


sured  to  you. 


V.  7  Mcucdpioc  ol  ^Xc-ff- 
fio¥€iy  6tl  aiVroi  ^Xei;- 
Bifffoprai. 

vi.  14  'Bdr  TAp  d0^€ 
rotf  dpOpiinroit  rd  iraf>- 
awTibftara  aOrtaTf  k.t.X. 

vii.  12  IXdrTo  ot>p  6<ra 
Ar  04\7jT€  t¥a  iroi(aaiP 
{ffup  ol  dvBpwwoiy  oihiot 
KoX  iffieU  xoi€ir€  airrcHt. 


vii.  2  i¥  (fi  yhp  KplfJMTi 

KplW€T€  KplOl/f<r€aO€f 


Kal    ir    <fi  fUrfXfi     fie- 
Tpeire  fi€rpiif0iff(r€Teu  hfuw. 


Luke. 

VI.  36.  Be  ye  there- 
fore merciful,  as  your 
Father  also  is  merdral. 

VI.  37 pardon'  and 

ye  shall  be  pardoned, 


vi.  31.  And  as  ye 
would  that  men  should 
do  to  you,  do  ye  also  to 
them  likewise. 


VI. 


38 give,  and 

shall  be  given  to  you. 


It 


vL  37.  Judge  not,  and 
ye  shall  not  be  judged. 


vi.  38.  For  with  the 
same  measure  that  ye 
mete  withal,  it  shall  be 
measured  to  you  again. 

vi.    36     yl¥€a$€      ovp 

0lKrlpfl0P€S,   K.T.X. 


vi.  37    dxoXi/erc, 
diroXv$^€ff6€, 


Koi 


vi.  31  KolKaOufs  dfXert 
tpa  mMwriP  i/fup  ol 
ApBpwiroiy  Kol  vficit 
xoitire  aiVroif  bfiolias. 

vi.  38  dldore,  Kal 
8o$i^eT<u  vfup, 

vi.   37    KqX     flil     ICplP€T€ 

Kal  06  fi^  KptBijrc 


vi.  38  Tif  ybip  avrf 
fAirptp  <}  /uTpeire  iam- 
tJi€Tpti$'fivtrax  vfiip. 


*  We  use  this  word  not  as  the  best  equivalent  of  droXi5€re,  but  merely  to 
indicate  to  readers  unacquainted  with  Greek  the  use  of  a  dififerent  word  from 
the  di/>rrr€  of  the  first  Gospel,  and  from  the  di^Lere  of  the  Epistle ;  and  this 
system  we  shall  adopt  as  much  as  possible  throughout. 

»  Cf.  Mark  iv.  24.     Cf.  Ifom,  CUm,  xviii.  16. 
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Of  course,  it  is  understood  that,  although  for  convenience  of 
comparison  we  have  broken  up  this  quotation  into  these  phrases, 
it  is  quite  continuous  in  the  Epistle.  It  must  be  evident  to 
anyone  who  carefully  examines  the  parallel  passages  that  "the 
words  of  the  Lord  Jesus"  in  the  Epistle  cannot  have  been 
derived  from  our  Gospels.  Not  only  is  there  no  similar  con- 
secutive discourse  in  them,  but  the  scattered  phrases  which  are 
pointed  out  as  presenting  superficial  similarity  with  the  quotation 
are  markedly  different  both  in  thought  and  language.  In  it,  as  in 
the   "beatitudes"  of  the  "Sermon  on  the  Mount"  in  the  first 

Gospel,  the  construction  is  peculiar  and  continuous :  "  Do  this 

in  order  that  (tva) ";  or,- "As  (ws)  ye  do so  {ovrm) " 

The  theory  of  a  combination  of  passages  from  memory,  which 
is  usually  advanced  to  explain  such  quotations,  cannot  serve  here, 
for  thoughts  and  expressions  occur  in  the  passage  in  the  Epistle 
which  have  no  parallel  at  all  in  our  Gospels,  and  such  dismem- 
bered phrases  as  can  be  collected  from  our  first  and  third  Synoptics, 
for  comparison  with  it,  follow  the  course  of  the  quotation  in  the 
ensuing  order:  Matt.  v.  7,  vi.  14,  part  of  vii.  12,  phrase  without 
parallel,  first  part  of  vii.  2,  phrase  without  parallel,  last  part  of 
vii.  2  ;  or  Luke  vi.  36,  last  phrase  of  vi.  37,  vi.  31,  first  phrase  of 
vi.  38,  first  phrase  of  vi.  37,  phrase  without  parallel,  last  phrase 
of  vi.  38. 

The  only  question  with  regard  to  this  passage,  therefore,  is 
whether  the  writer  quotes  from  an  unknown  written  source  or 
from  tradition.  He  certainly  merely  professes  to  repeat  "  words 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,"  and  does  not  definitely  indicate  a  written 
record ;  but  it  is  much  more  probable,  from  the  context,  that  he 
quotes  from  a  gospel  now  no  longer  extant  than  that  he  derives 
this  teaching  from  oral  tradition.  Reintroduces  the  quotation  not 
only  with  a  remark  implying  a  well-known  record  :  "  Remembering 
the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus  which  he  spake,  teaching,"  etc.;  but 
he  reiterates  :  "  For  t^s  he  said,"  in  a  way  suggesting  careful  and 
precise  quotation  of  the  very  words ;  and  he  adds  at  the  end : 
"  By  this  injunction  and  by  these  instructions  let  us  establish  our- 
selves, that  we  may  walk  in  obedience  to  his  holy  words,  thinking 
humbly  of  ourselves."'  It  seems  improbable  that  the  writer 
would  so  markedly  have  indicated  a  precise  quotation  of  words  of 
Jesus,  and  would  so  emphatically  have  commended  them  as  the 
nile  of  life  to  the  Corinthians,  had  these  precepts  been  mere 
floating  tradition,  until  then  unstamped  with  written  permanence. 
The  phrase,  "  As  ye  show  kindness  (x/w/orcuco-^e),"  etc.,  which  is 

*  Ta<J7T7  rj  4yro\y  kcU  toU  itapayy(\tiajiTi  to6tol%  ffTripl^otfUP  iavroui  eli  rd 
"^optOiaOai  ^mjKdovs  fii^aj  rofs  iyiorpewiffi  \6yoii  a^oD,  rair€i¥wf>povod¥T€i, 
c  xiii. 
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nowhere  found  in  our  Gospels,  recalls  an  expression  quoted  by 
Justin  Martyr,  apparently  from  a  Gospel  different  from  ours,  and 
frequently  repeated  by  him  in  the  same  form  :  "  Be  ye  kind  and 
merciful  (xprja-Tol  koI  olKTlpfAov€s)  as  your  Father  also  is  kind 
(XPW^)  ^^^  merciful."'  In  the  very  next  chapter  of  the  Epistle  a 
similar  reference  again  occurs :  "  Let  us  be  kind  to  each  other 
(x/MycrT€W(u/ii€^a  avTOis),  according  to  the  mercy  and  benignity 
of  our  Creator."*  Without,  however,  going  more  minutely  into 
this  question,  it  is  certain,  from  its  essential  variations  in  language, 
thought,  and  order,  that  the  passage  in  the  Epistle  cannot  be 
claimed  as  a  compilation  from  our  Gospels ;  and  we  shall  pre- 
sently see  that  some  of  the  expressions  in  it  which  are  foreign  to 
our  Gospels  are  elsewhere  quoted  by  other  Fathers,  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  these  "  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus  "  were  not 
derived  from  tradition,  but  from  a  written  source  different  from 
our  Gospels.  When  the  great  difference  which  exists  between  the 
parallel  passages  in  the  first  and  third  Synoptics,  and  still  more 
between  these  and  the  second,  is  considered,  it  is  easy  to  under- 
stand that  other  Gospels  may  have  contained  a  version  differing 
as  much  from  them  as  they  do  from  each  other. 

We  likewise  subjoin  the  next  passage  to  which  we  must  refer 
with  the  nearest  parallels  in  our  Synoptics.  We  may  explain  that 
the  writer  of  the  Epistle  is  rebuking  the  Corinthians  for  strifes 
and  divisions  amongst  them,  and  for  forgetting  that  they  "are 
members  one  of  another,"  and  he  continues  (c.  xlvi.) :  "  Remember 
the  words  of  our  Lord  Jesus ;  for  he  said  : — " 


Epistle,  xlvi. 
Woe  to  that  man  ; 


(it  were)  well  for  him  if 
he  had  not  been  born 
(rather)  than  that  he 
should  offend  one  of  my 
elect ; 


it  were)  better  for 
him  (that)  a  millstone 
should  be  attached  (to 
him)  and  he  should  be 
drowned  in  the  sea, 
(rather)  than  that  he 
should  pervert  one  of  my 
elect. 


Matthew. 

xxvi.  24.  Woe  to 
that  man  by  whom 
the  Son  of  Man  is 
delivered  up ;  (it  were) 
well  for  him  if  that 
man  had  not  been 
born. 

xviii.  6.  But  whoso 
shall  offend  one  of 
these  little  ones  which 
believe  in  me,  it  were 
profitable  for  him  that 
a  great  millstone  were 
suspended  upon  his 
neck,  and  that  he  were 
drowned  in  the  depth 
of  the  sea. 


Luke. 

xvii.  I... but  woe... 
through  whom  they 
(offences)  come. 


xvii.  2.  It  were  ad- 
vantageous for  him 
that  a  great  millstone 
were  hanged  about  his 
neck,  and  he  cast  in 
the  sea,  (rather)  than  thai 
he  ofiend  one  of  these 
little  ones. 


Mark  xiv.  21 but  woe  to  that  man  by  whom  the  Son  of  Man  is  delivered 


A/>o/.t  i.  15,  and  again  twice  in  Dia/,  96. 


*  c  xiv. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CLEMENT  OF  ROME 


135 


up,  (it  were)  well  for  him   if  that  man  had  not  been  born ix.  42.     And 

w-hosoever  shall  offend  one  of  these  little  ones  which  believe  in  me,  it  is  well 
for  him  rather  that  a  great  millstone  were  hanged  about  his  neck,  and  he  thrown 
in  the  sea. 


Epistle,  xlvi. 
Oval       T^       dp6punn{) 


iyetfyifBrj 

1j  fva  TtJ¥  iK\€KTia¥  flOV 

<rK(Uf8a\Urai' 

KpeiTTOP  ^¥   aVTtfi    Tcpi- 

T€$rjpai  fUL^XoVy 

Kal  KarawoyriffOi^ai 

€U  Hjy  BdKaaffOP, 
ij  tva  tQv  ck\€ktCjv  fiov 
Bicurrp4\pou. 


Matthew. 

XXVI.  24  odal  5i  tQ 
dvdpdnrtfi  iK€lv(fi'  SI  oJ5  6 
i/toj  rod  dydptinrov  irapa- 
Sldorai' 

KaXbp  ^y  a^^  el  o^k 
iyepviflOrj  6  dpOpioiros 
iKcivoi.  XVIII.  6  dj  S*tv 
ffKawdaXlaTi  ^va  t&p 
tuKpQv  To(fT(aiy  tQv 
Turrcvdi'TUfp  eli  ^fU, 
(rvfji<p^pei  aOrf  lya 
Kpefiaffdy  fiijXoi  dviKbi 
irepl  rbv  rpdxv^op  a^^rod 
Kal  KarawovTurOi 
iv  Tt}  ireXdyei 
Tj)i  $aXdur<rrji. 


Luke. 

XVII.  1  o6al  di  di   oD 
ipXcrai.     (rA  ffKdySaXaY 


XVII.  2 

XvaiTeXeT  avri}  el 
fi6Xoi  dyiKbs'  irepUeiTai 
irepl  rbv  rpdxvXop  airrov 
Kal  ippitrrai 

els  T^v  ddXacrffay,  ij  tva 
(TKaybaXUr-d      twa^      tCjp 


This  quotation  is  clearly  not  from  our  Gospels,  but  must  be 
assigned  to  a  different  written  source.  The  writer  would  scarcely 
refer  the  Corinthians  to  such  words  of  Jesus  if  they  were  merely 
traditional.  It  is  neither  a  combination  of  texts  nor  a  quotation 
from  memory.  The  language  throughout  is  markedly  different 
from  any  passage  in  the  Synoptics,  and  to  present  even  a  super- 
ficial parallel  it  is  necessary  to  take  a  fragment  of  the  discourse  of 
Jesus  at  the  Last  Supper  regarding  the  traitor  who  should  deliver 
him  up  (Matt.  xxvi.  24),  and  join  it  to  a  fragment  of  his  remarks 
in  connection  with  the  little  child  whom  he  set  in  the  midst 
(xviii.  6).  The  parallel  passage  in  Luke  has  not  the  opening 
words  of  the  passage  in  the  Epistle  at  all,  and  the  portion  which 
it  contains  (xvii.  2)  is  separated  from  the  context  in  which  it 
stands  in  the  first  Gospel,  and  which  explains  its  meaning.  If  we 
contrast  the  parallel  passages  in  the  three  Synoptics,  their  differ- 
ences of  context  are  very  suggestive ;  and,  without  referring  to 
their  numerous  and  important  variations  in  detail,  the  confusion 
amongst  them  is  evidence  of  very  varying  tradition.-*  This  alone 
would  make  the  existence  of  another  form  like  that  quoted  in  the 
Epistle  before  us  more  than  probable. 
Tischendorf,  in  a  note  to  his  statement  that  Clement  nowhere 

*  TA^  Cod.  Sin,  and  Cod.  D.  (Bezse),  insert  tXV  before  oJat. 
'  Cod,  Sin.  and  D.  read  Xldot  fivXiKbi  instead  of  /ui^Xos. 

3  The  Vatican  (B.)  and  Sinaitic,  as  well  as  most  of  the  other  Codices,  put 
tva  at  the  end  of  the  phrase. 

*  Cf.  Matt  xviii.  1-8  ;  Mark  ix.  33-43 ;  Luke  ix.  46-48,  49-50,  xvii.  1-3. 
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refers  to  the  Gospels,  quotes  the  passage  we  are  now  considering, 
the  only  one  to  which  he  alludes,  and  says  :  "  These  words  are 
/  expressly  cited  as  *  words  of  Jesus  our  Lord,*  but  they  denote 
much  more  oral  apostolic  tradition  than  a  use  of  the  parallel 
passages  in  Matt.  (xxvi.  24 ;  xviii.  6)  and  Luke  (xvii.  2)."'  It  is 
now,  of  course,  imp>ossible  to  determine  finally  whether  the  passage 
was  actually  derived  from  tradition  or  from  a  written  source  different 
from  our  Cxospels ;  but,  in  either  case,  the  fact  is  that  the  Epistle 
not  only  does  not  afford  the  slightest  evidence  for  the  existence  of 
any  of  our  Gospels,  but,  from  only  making  use  of  tradition  or  an 
apocryphal  work  as  the  source  of  information  regarding  words  of 
Jesus,  it  is  decidedly  opposed  to  the  pretensions  made  on  behalf 
of  the  Synoptics. 

Before  passing  on,  we  may,  in  the  briefest  way  possible,  refer  to 
one  or  two  other  passages,  with  the  view  of  further  illustrating  the 
character  of  the  quotations  in  this  Epistle.  There  are  many 
passages  cited  which  are  not  found  in  the  Old  Testament,  and 
others  which  have  no  parallels  in  the  New.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  very  chapter  in  which  the  words  which  we  have  just  been  con- 
sidering occur  there  is  the  following  quotation :  "  It  is  written : 
Cleave  to  the  holy,  for  they  who  cleave  to  them  shall  be  made 
holy,"*  the  source  of  which  is  unknown.  In  a  previous  chapter 
the  writer  says :  "  And  our  Apostles  knew,  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  that  there  will  be  contention  regarding  the  name 
(oi/o/Aaros,  office,  dignity)  of  the  episcopate."^  What  was  the 
writer's  authority  for  this  statement?  We  find  Justin  Martyr 
quoting,  as  an  express  prediction  of  Jesus:  "There  shall  be 
schisms  and  heresies, "<  which  is  not  contained  in  our  Gospels, 
but  evidently  derived  from  an  uncanonical  source — a  fact  rendered 
more  apparent  by  the  occurrence  of  a  similar  passage  in  the 
Clementine  Homilies^  still  more  closely  bearing  upon  our  Epistle  : 
"  For  there  shall  be,  as  the  Lord  said,  false  apostles,  false  prophets, 
heresies,  desires  for  supremacy."5  Hegesippus  also  spades  in  a 
similar  way :  "  From  these  came  the  false  Christs,  false  prophets, 
false  apostles  who    divided    the   unity  of   the    Church."^      As 

*  Wann  witrdeuy  m.  5.  w.,  p.  21,  anm.  2,  Cf.  Lightfoot,  AposL  Fathers^ 
ii.     Clement  of  Korm,  1890,  p.  141. 

'  r^TOxreu  7<i/>*  "  KoXXa<r^f  roh  ay  Ion,  6ti  ol  KoW(i>fi€voi  adrois  AyuurO^ovrai. 
c.  xlvi. ,  cf.  c.  XXX.  A  similar  expression  occurs  in  Clement  of  Alexandria. 
Strom.  V.  8,  §  53. 

3  Koi  ol  dirdaroXoi  iifiQv  fypioaa^  did  toO  Kvplov  iifiCn^  *Iiy<roO  Xpt^roOy  6ti  fpis 
iffrai  iiri  rod  6p6fiaTO$  rijt  iTUTKOirrji.     C.  xliv. ,  cf.  xlv. ,  xlvi. 

*  'Eaorrai  axUrfiara  koX  alp^tren.     Dial.  c.  Tryph.  35,  cf.  51. 

5  'Eo-ovrat  ykp,  u>j  h  K6pios  elirev,  \f/€vdaT6aro\oi,  \f/€v8€Ts  xpoi/nfrai,  alp4<r€is, 
<l>i\apxlai'  Ciem.  Horn,,  xvi.  21  ;  cf.  Cotistit.  Apost,,  vi.  13  ;  CUvi.  Recog., 
iv.  34. 

^  'AtA  ro&roiv  \l/cvb6xpi(rroi  \f/€uSoirpo<fnjTau,  \//€vBair6<rro\oif  otripci  ifi^fturcuf 
Hjv  tvuxnw  T^j  iKK\r)(Tiaif  /r,  r.  X.     EuselHus,  H.  E.y  iv.  22. 
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Hegesippus,  and  in  all  probability  Justin  Martyr  and  the  author 
of  the  Clementines^  made  use  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews,  or  to  Peter,  it  is  probable  that  these  Gospels  con- 
tained passages  to  which  the  words  of  the  Epistle  may  refer.' 
It  may  be  well  to  point  out  that  the  author  also  cites  a  passage 
from  the  fourth  Book  of  Ezra,  ii.  16  -?  "  And  I  shall  remember 
the  good  day,  and  I  shall  raise  you  from  your  tombs."3  Ezra 
reads  :  "  Et  resusdtabo  mortuos  de  locis  suis  et  de  manumentis 
educam  illos'*  etc.  The  first  part  of  the  quotation  in  the  Epistle, 
of  which  we  have  only  given  the  latter  clause  above,  is  taken  from 
Isaiah  xxvi.  20 ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  above  is  from 
this  apocryphal  book,  which,  as  we  shall  see,  was  much  used  in 
the  early  Church. 

We  now  turn  to  the  so-called  "  Epistle  of  Bamabas,"  another 
interesting  relic  of  the  early  Church,  many  points  in  whose  history 
have  considerable  analogy  with  that  of  the  Epistle  of  pseudo- 
Clement.  The  letter  itself  bears  no  author's  name,  is  not  dated 
from  any  place,  and  is  not  addressed  to  any  special  commimity. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  second  century,  however,  tradition  began 
to  ascribe  it  to  Bamabas,  the  companion  of  Paul.-*  The  first 
writer  who  mentions  it  is  Clement  of  Alexandria,  who  calls  its 
author  several  times  the  **  Apostle  Bamabas  ";5  and  Eusebius  says 
that  he  gave  an  account  of  it  in  one  of  his  works  now  no  longer 
extant.^  Origen  also  refers  to  it,  calling  it  a  "  Catholic  Epistle," 
and  quoting  it  as  Scripture.7  We  have  already  seen  in  the  case  of 
the  Epistles  ascribed  to  Clement  of  Rome — and,  as  we  proceed, 
we  shall  become  only  too  familiar  with  the  fact — the  singular 
facility  with  which,  in  the  total  absence  of  critical  discrimination, 
spurious  writings  were  ascribed  by  the  Fathers  to  Apostles  and 
their  followers.  In  many  cases  such  writings  were  deliberately 
inscribed  with  names  well  known  in  the  Church ;  but  both  in  the 
case  of  the  two  Epistles  to  the  Corinthians  and  the  letter  we  are 
now  considering  no  such  pious  fraud  was  attempted,  nor  was  it 
necessary.  Credulous  piety,  which  attributed  writings  to  every 
Apostle,  and  even  to  Jesus  himself,  soon  found  authors  for  each 
anonymous  work   of  an  edifying  character.     To  Bamabas,  the 

'  See  other  instances  in  chapters  xvii.,  xxiii.,  xxvi.,  xxvii.,  xxx.,  xlii., 
xlvil,  etc. 

*  2  Esdras  of  the  English  authorised  Apocrypha. 

3  ira2  fim^d'fyroyiai  ijfUpai  dyaOrji,  xal  Avaffrfyiru)  u/ta?  ix  tvp  SrjKioi'  iffiQy.  c.  L. 

*  Acts  iv.  36,  xi.  22  f.,  30,  xii.  25,  etc. 

5  Stromata  ii.,  6,  §  31,  7,  §  35.  20»  §  "6,  v.  10,  §  64,  cf.  15,  §  67,  18,  §  84, 
v.§52. 

^  H.  E.,  vi.  14,  cf.  13. 

'  T^poTTcu  H^  iv  T^  Bapvdpa  KaSoTuK^  ^irtirroX^,  k.  t.  X.  Contra  Cels, ,  i.  63, 
cf.  De  Primip,y  iii.  2,  §  4. 
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friend  of  Paul,  not  only  this  Epistle  was  referred,  but  he  was  also 
reported  by  Tertullian  and  others  to  be  the  author  of  the  Epistle 
to  the  Hebrews;'  and  an  apocryphal  "Gospel  according  to 
Barnabas,''  said  to  have  had  close  affinity  with  our  first  Synoptic,  is 
condemned,  along  with  many  others,  in  the  decretal  of  Gelasius.* 
Eusebius,  however,  classes  the  so-oalled  "Epistle  of  Barnabas" 
amongst  the  spurious  books  (cv  rds  voSots),^  and  elsewhere  also 
speaks  of  it  as  uncanonicaL^  Jerome  mentions  it  as  read  amongst 
apocryphal  writings.^  Had  the  Epistle  been  seriously  regarded  as 
a  work  of  the  "  Apostle  "  Barnabas,  it  could  scarcely  have  failed 
to  attain  canonical  rank.  That  it  was  highly  valued  by  the  early 
Church  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  it  stands,  along  with  the  Shepherd 
of  Hermas,  after  the  canonical  books  of  the  New  Testament  in 
the  Codgx  Sinaiticus,  which  is  probably  the  most  ancient  MS.  of 
them  now  known.  In  the  earlier  days  of  criticism  some  writers, 
Mrithout  much  question,  adopted  the  traditional  view  as  to  the 
authorship  of  the  Epistle ;  but  the  great  mass  of  critics  are  now 
agreed  in  asserting  that  the  composition,  which  itself  is  perfectly 
anonymous,  cannot  be  attributed  to  Barnabas,  the  friend  and 
fellow-worker  of  Paul.  Those  who  maintain  the  former  opinion 
date  the  Epistle  about  a.d.  70-73,  or  even  earlier ;  but  this  is 
scarcely  the  view  of  any  living  critic.  There  are  many  indications 
in  the  Epistle  which  render  such  a  date  impossible ;  but  we  do 
not  propose  to  go  into  the  argument  minutely,  for  it  is  generally 
admitted  that,  whilst  there  is  a  clear  limit  further  back  than  which 
the  Epistle  cannot  be  set,  there  is  little  or  no  certainty  how  far 
into  the  second  century  its  composition  may  not  reasonably  be 
advanced.  Critics  are  divided  upon  the  point ;  a  few  are  disposed 
to  date  the  Epistle  about  the  end  of  the  first  or  beginning  of  the 
second  century,  while  a  still  greater  number  assign  it  to  the  reign 
of  Hadrian  (a.d.  i  17-138);  and  others,  not  without  reason, 
consider  that  it  exhibits  marks  of  a  still  later  period.  It  is 
probable  that  it  is  more  or  less  interpolated.  Until  the  discovery 
of  the  Sinaitic  MS.  a  portion  of  the  "  Epistle  of  Barnabas  "  was 
only  known  through  an  ancient  Latin  version,  the  first  four  and  a 
half  chapters  of  the  Greek  having  been  lost.     The  Greek  text, 


'  D^  Pudic.y  §  20;  Hieron.,  De  vir.  ill,  5.  Many  modem  writers  have 
supported  the  tradition.  Cf.  Credner,  Gesch,  N.  T,  ICanon,  p.  175  ff.  ; 
Thiersch,  Die  Kirche  im  ap,  Zeit,  p.  199  ff.  ;  Ullmann,  Theol,  Stud,  u, 
Krit,,  1828,  p.  377  f!.  ;  Wieseler,  Unttrs,  Ub.  d.  Hebrderbriefy  1861,  i.,  p. 
32  ff. 

*  Decretum  de  libris  recipiendis  et  mm  recipiendis,  in  Credner,  Zur  Gesch, 
des  /Canons,  1847,  p.  215.  Cf.  Fabricius,  Cod,  Apocr.  N.  T.y  i.,  p.  341  ;  Grabe, 
Spicil.  Pair,,  i.,  p.  303. 

3  H.  E,,  iii.  25.  *  H,  E,,  vi.  14,  cf.  13. 

5  Hieron,  De  vir,  ill,  6,  Comment,  in  Ezech,,  xliii.  19. 
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however,  is  now  complete,  although  often  very  corrupt  The  author 
quotes  largely  from  the  Old  Testament,  and  also  from  apocryphal 
works.  He  nowhere  mentions  any  book  or  writer  of  the  New 
Testament,  and,  with  one  asserted  exception,  which  we  shall 
presently  examine,  he  quotes  no  passage  agreeing  with  our 
Gospels.  We  shall  refer  to  these,  commencing  at  once  with 
the  most  important. 

In  the  ancient  Latin  translation  of  the  Epistle  the  only  form, 
as  we  have  just  said,  in  which,  until  the  discovery  of  the  Codex 
SincuHcus,  the  first  four  and  a  half  chapters  were  extant,  the 
following  passage  occurs:  ^^ Adtendamus  ergo,  ne  forte,  sicut 
scriptum  est,  multi  vocati pauci  eUcti  inveniamury^  **  Let  us,  there- 
fore beware  lest,  as  it  is  written :  Many  are  called,  few  are  chosen." 
These  words  are  found  in  our  first  Gospel  (xxii.  14),  and,  as  the 
formula  by  which  they  are  here  introduced — **  it  is  written  " — is 
generally  understood  to  indicate  a  quotation  from  Holy  Scriptiwe, 
it  was,  and  is,  argued  by  some  that  here  we  have  a  passage  from 
one  of  our  G<)6pels  quoted  in  a  manner  which  shows  that,  at  the 
time  the  Epistle  of  Barnabas  was  written,  the  "  Gospel  according 
to  Matthew  was  already  considered  Holy  Scripture."^  Whilst 
this  portion  of  the  text  existed  only  in  the  Latin  version,  it  was 
argued  that  the  "  sicut  scriptum  est,^  at  least,  must  be  an  interpola- 
tion, and  in  any  case  that  it  could  not  be  deliberately  applied,  at 
that  date,  to  a  passage  in  any  writings  of  the  New  Testament 
On  the  discovery  of  the  Sinaitic  MS.,  however,  the  words  were 
found  in  the  Greek  text  in  that  Codex :  ir/Boo-€xw/iA€v,  fwyiroTc,  m 
y^y/xarraiyvokkol  #cA,»yro4  okiyoi  8k  c#cA,€#cTot  €vp€6iofi€v.  The  question, 
therefore,  is  so  far  modified  that,  however  much  we  may  suspect  the 
Greek  text  of  interpolation,  it  must  be  accepted  as  the  basis  of 
discussion  that  this  passage,  whatever  its  value,  exists  in  the 
oldest,  and  indeed  only  (and  this  point  must  not  be  forgotten), 
complete  MS.  of  the  Greek  Epistle. 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  value  of  the  expression  **  it  is  written," 
it  may  be  remarked  that  in  no  case  could  its  use  in  the  Epistle  of 
Barnabas  indicate  more  than  individual  opinion,  and  it  could  not, 
for  reasons  to  be  presently  given,  be  considered  to  represent  the 
decision  of  the  Church.  In  the  very  same  chapter  in  which  the 
formula  is  used  in  connection  with  the  passage  we  are  considering, 
it  is  also  employed  to  introduce  a  quotation  from  the  Book  of 
Enoch,3  irc/M  o5  yty pairrai,  ws*Ev<ox  Aiyfi,  and  elsewhere  (c.  xii.) 
he  quotes  from  another  apocryphal  book'*  as  one  of  the  prophets. 
"Again,  he  refers  to  the  Cross  of  Christ  in  another  prophet, 

'  Ch.  iv.  '  Tischendorf,  fVann  wurdeity  u.  s.  w.,  p.  92  ff. 

3  Enoch  Ixxxix.  61  f.,  xc.  17.     This  book  is  again  quoted  in  en.  xvi. 
*  Cf.  4  Esura  iv.  33,  v.  5, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


I40  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 

saying  :  *  And  when  shall  these  things  come  to  pass  ?  and  the  Lord 

saith  :  When,' etc iv  aXXy  trpoifniry  Xiyovn Xeyct  Kv/jios* 

#c.T.X."  He  also  quotes  (ch.  vi.)  the  apocryphal  "  Book  of  Wisdom  " 
as  Holy  Scripture,  and  in  like  manner  several  other  unknown 
works.  When  it  is  remembered  that  the  Epistle  of  Clement  to 
the  Corinthians,  the  Shepherd  of  Hermas,  the  Epistle  of  Barnabas 
itself,  and  many  other  apocryphal  works,  have  been  quoted  by  the 
Fathers  as  Holy  Scripture,  the  distinctive  value  of  such  an  expres- 
sion may  be  understood. 

With  this  passing  remark,  however,*  we  proceed  to  say  that  this 
supposed  quotation  from  Matthew  as  Holy  Scripture,  by  proving 
too  much,  destroys  its  own  value  as  evidence.  The  generality  of 
competent  and  impartial  critics  are  agreed  that  it  is  impossible 
to  entertain  the  idea  that  one  of  our  Gospels  could  have  held  the 
rank  of  Holy  Scripture  at  the  date  of  this  Epistle,  seeing  that,  for 
more  than  half  a  century  after,  the  sharpest  line  was  drawn  between 
the  writings  of  the  Old  Testament  and  of  the  New,  and  the  former 
alone  quoted  as,  or  accorded  the  consideration  of.  Holy  Scripture. 
If  this  were  actually  a  quotation  from  our  first  Gospel,  already  in 
the  position  of  Holy  Scripture,  it  would,  indeed,  be  astonishing 
that  the  Epistle,  putting  out  of  the  question  other  Christian 
writings  for  half  a  century  after  it,  teeming,  as  it  does,  with 
extracts  from  the  Old  Testament,  and  from  known  and  unknown 
apocryphal  works,  should  thus  limit  its  use  of  the  Gospel  to  a  few 
words,  totally  neglecting  the  rich  store  which  it  contains,  and 
quoting,  on  the  other  hand,  sayings  of  Jesus  not  recorded  at  all 
in  any  of  our  Synoptics.  It  is  most  improbable  that,  if  the  author 
of  the  "  Epistle  of  Barnabas  "  was  acquainted  with  any  one  of  our 
Gospels,  and  considered  it  an  inspired  and  canonical  work,  he 
could  have  neglected  it  in  such  a  manner.  The  peculiarity  of  the 
quotation  which  he  is  supposed  to  make,  which  we  shall  presently 
point  out,  renders  such  limitation  to  it  doubly  singular  upon  any 
such  hypothesis.  The  unreasonable  nature  of  the  assertion,  how- 
ever, will  become  more  apparent  as  we  proceed  with  our  examina- 
tion, and  perceive  that  none  of  the  early  writers  quote  our  Gospels, 
if  they  knew  them  at  all,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  make  use  of  other 
works,  and  that  the  inference  that  Matthew  was  considered  Holy 
Scripture,  therefore,  rests  solely  upon  this  quotation  of  half-a-dozen 
words. 

The  application  of  such  a  formula  to  a  supposed  quotation  from 
one  of  our  Gospels,  in  so  isolated  an  instance,  led  to  the  belief 
that,  even  if  the  passage  were  taken  from  our  first  Synoptic,  the 
author  of  the  Epistle,  in  quoting  it,  laboured  under  the  impres- 
sion that  it  was  derived  from  some  prophetical  book.  We  daily 
see  how  difficult  it  is  to  trace  the  source  even  of  the  most  familiar 
quotations.     Instances  of  such  confusion  of  memory  are  frequent 
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in  the  writings  of  the  Fathers,  and  many  can  be  pointed  out  in  the 
New  Testament  itself.  For  instance,  in  Matt  xxvii.  9  f.  the 
passage  from  2^echariah  xi.  la,  13,  is  attributed  to  Jeremiah ;  in 
Mark  i.  2  a  quotation  from  Malachi  iii.  i  is  ascribed  to  Isaiah. 
In  I  Corinthians  ii.  9  a  passage  is  quoted  as  Holy  Scripture 
which  is  not  found  in  the  Old  Testament  at  all,  but  which  is 
taken,  as  Origen  and  Jerome  state,  from  an  apocryphal  work, 
"  The  Revelation  of  Elias  " ;'  and  the  passage  is  similarly  quoted 
by  the  so-called  Epistle  of  Clement  to  the  Corinthians  (xxxiv.). 
Then  in  what  prophet  did  the  author  of  the  first  Gospel  find  the 
words  (xiiL  35) :  "  That  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was  spoken  by 
the  prophet,*  saying,  I  Mrill  open  my  mouth  in  parables ;  I  will  utter 
things  which  have  been  kept  secret  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world"? 

Orelli,3  afterwards  followed  by  many  others,  suggested  that  the 
quotation  was  probably  intended  for  one  in  4  Ezra  viii.  3  :  "  Nam 
multi  creati  sunt^  pauci  autem  saivabuntur'^^  "  For  many  are 
created,  but  few  shall  be  saved."  Bretschneider  proposed,  as  an 
emendation  of  the  passage  in  Ezra,  the  substitution  of  "  vocati " 
for  "  creati " ;  but,  however  plausible,  his  argument  did  not  meet 
with  much  favour.  Along  with  this  passage  was  also  suggested  a 
similar  expression  in  4  Ezra  ix.  15  :  ^^  Plures  sunt  qui  pereunt^ 
quatn  qui  sahfabunturJ'  "  There  are  more  who  perish  than  who 
shall  be  saved."5  The  Greek  of  the  three  passages  may  read  as 
follows  : — 

Mt.  xxii.  14.  IloXXoi  yip  eUnv,  KXijTolf  6\lyoi  Si  4k\€ktoL 

Ep.  Bar.  iv.  IloXXot  KXrfroly  dXlyoi  di  iKXeirroL 

4  Ezra,  viii.  3  IIoXXol  ydp  iy^pyfiOriiriuff  6>lyoi  Sk  tnoB^orrai. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  sense  of  the  reading  in  4  Ezra 
is  exactly  that  of  the  Epistle,  but  the  language  is  somewhat 
different.  We  must  not  forget,  however,  that  the  original  Greek 
of  4  Ezra  is  lost,  and  that  we  are  wholly  dependent  on  the 
versions  and  MSS.  extant,  regarding  whose  numerous  variations 
and  great  corruption  there  are  no  differences  of  opinion.  Orelli's 
theory,  moreover,  is  supported  by  the  fact  that  the  Epistle,  else- 
where (c.  xii.),  quotes  from  4  Ezra  (iv.  33  ;  v.  5), 

On  examining  the  passage  as  it  occurs  in  our  first  Synoptic,  we 
are,  at  the  very  outset,  struck  by  the  singular  fact  that  this  short 


'  Origen,  Tract,  ^  xxxv.,  §  17  Matt,  ;  Hieron,  ad  Isaia,  Ixiv.,  Epist,  ci.  ;  cf. 
Fabricius,  Cod.  Apacr.y  N,  T'.,  i.,  p.  342. 

^  In  the  Cod,  Sinatticus  a  later  hand  has  here  inserted  **  Isaiah." 

3  SiUcta  Patr.,  p.  5.  ♦  Cf.  Volkmar,  /fducA  Einl.  Apocr,  ii,,  p.  105. 

*  We  might  also  point  to  the  verse  x.  97,  **  For  thou  art  blessed  above  many, 
and  art  called  near  to  the  Most  High,  and  so  are  bat  few."  *^^Tu  enim  beatus 
es  pra  multis,  et  vocatus  es  apud  Altissimum,  stent  et  pcmcV^ 
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saying  appears  twice  in  that  Gospel  with  a  different  context,  and 
in  each  case  without  any  propriety  of  application  to  what  precedes 
it,  whilst  it  is  not  found  at  all  in  either  of  the  other  two  Synoptics. 
The  first  time  we  meet  with  it  is  at  the  close  of  the  parable  of  the 
labourers  in  the  vineyard.'  The  householder  engages  the  labourers 
at  different  hours  of  the  day,  and  pays  those  who  had  worked  but 
one  hour  the  same  wages  as  those  who  had  borne  the  burden  and 
heat  of  the  day,  and  the  reflection  at  the  close  is  (xx.  i6) :  "  Thus 
the  last  shall  be  first,  and  the  first  last ;  for  many  are  called,  but 
few  chosen/*  It  is  perfectly  evident  that  neither  of  these  sayings, 
but  especially  not  that  with  which  we  are  concerned,  has  any  con- 
nection with  the  parable  at  all.  There  is  no  question  of  many  or 
few,  or  of  selection  or  rejection ;  all  the  labourers  are  engaged  and 
paid  alike.  If  there  be  a  moral  at  all  to  the  parable,  it  is  the  justi- 
fication of  the  master :  "  Is  it  not  lawful  for  me  to  do  what  I  will 
with  mine  own  ?"  It  is  impossible  to  imagine  a  saying  more 
irrelevant  to  its  context  than  "  many  are  called,  but  few  chosen," 
in  such  a  place.  *  The  passage  occurs  again  (xxii.  14)  in  connection 
with  the  parable  of  the  king  who  made  a  marriage  for  his  son. 
The  guests  who  are  at  first  invited  refuse  to  come,  and  are 
destroyed  by  the  king's  armies ;  but  the  wedding  is,  nevertheless, 
"  furnished  with  guests "  by  gathering  together  as  many  as  are 
found  in  the  highways.  A  new  episode  commences  when  the  king 
comes  in  to  see  the  guests  (v.  11).  He  observes  a  man  there  who 
has  not  on  a  wedding  garment,  and  he  desires  the  servants  to 
(v.  13)  "  Bind  him  hand  and  foot,  and  cast  him  into  the  darkness 
without,"  where  "  there  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth  ";' 
and  then  comes  our  passage  (v.  14),  "  For  many  are  called,  but  few 
chosen."  Now,  whether  applied  to  the  first  or  to  the  latter  part 
of  the  parable,  the  saying  is  irrelevant.  The  guests  first  called 
were  in  fact  chosen  as  much  as  the  last,  but  themselves  refused  to 
come,  and  of  all  those  who,  being  "called"  from  the  highways  and 
byways,  ultimately  furnished  the  wedding  with  guests  in  their 
stead,  only  one  was  rejected.  It  is  clear  that  the  facts  here  dis- 
tinctly contradict  the  moral  that  "few  are  chosen."  In  both 
places  the  saying  is,  as  it  were,  "  dragged  in  by  the  hair."  On 
examination,  however,  we  find  that  the  oldest  MSS.  of  the  New 
Testament  omit  the  sentence  fi-om  Matthew  xx.  16.  It  is  neither 
found  in  the  Sinaitic  nor  Vatican  codices,  and  whilst  it  has  not  the 
support  of  the  Codex  Alexandrinus,  which   is  defective  at   the 


'  Matt  XX.  1-16. 

'  This  is  not  the  place  to  criticise  the  expectation  of  finding  a  wedding 
CBrment  on  a  guest  harried  in  from  highways  and  byways,  or  the  punishment 
milicted  for  such  an  offence,  as  questions  affecting  the  character  of  the 
parable. 
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part,  nor  of  the  Dublin  rescript  (z),  which  omits  it,  many  other 
MSS.  are  also  without  it.  The  total  irrelevancy  of  the  saying  to 
its  context,  its  omission  by  the  oldest  authorities  from  Matt  xx. 
16,  where  it  appears  in  later  MSS.,  and  its  total  absence  from 
both  of  the  other  Gospels,  must  at  once  strike  everyone  as  peculiar, 
and  as  very  unfortunate,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  for  those  who  make 
extreme  assertions  with  regard  to  its  supposed  quotation  by  the 
Epistle  of  Barnabas.  Weizsacker,  with  great  probability,  suggests 
that  in  this  passage  we  have  merely  a  well-known  proverb,*  which 
the  author  of  the  first  Gospel  has  introduced  into  his  work  from 
some  uncanonical  or  other  source,  and  placed  in  the  mouth  of 
Jesus.*  Certainly,  under  the  circumstances,  it  can  scarcely  be 
maintained  in  its  present  context  as  a  historical  saying  of  Jesus. 
Ewald,  who  naturally  omits  it  from  Matthew  xx.  16,  ascribes  the 
parable :  xx.  1-16,  as  well  as  that :  xxii.  1-14,  in  which  it  stands, 
originally  to  the  Spruchsammlung3  or  collection  of  discourses,  out 
of  which,  with  intermediate  works,  he  considers  that  our  first 
Gospel  was  composed.**  However  this  may  be,  there  is,  it  seems 
to  us,  good  reason  for  believing  that  it  was  not  originally  a  part  of 
these  parables,  and  that  it  is  not  in  that  sense  historical;  and  there 
is,  therefore,  no  ground  for  asserting  that  it  may  not  have  been 
derived  by  the  author  of  the  Gospel  fi-om  some  older  work,  from 
which  also  it  may  have  come  into  the  "  Epistle  of  Bamabas.^s 

There  is,  however,  another  passage  which  deserves  to  be  men- 
tioned. The  Epistle  has  the  following  quotation :  "  Again,  I  will 
show  thee  how,  in  regard  to  us,  the  Lord  saith,  He  made  a  new 
creation  in  the  last  times.  The  Lord  saith.  Behold  I  make  the 
first  as  the  last."^     Even  Tischendorf  does  not  claim  this  as  a 


'  An  iUustration  of  such  proverbial  sayings  is  found  in  the  Phaedo  of 
Plato  :  eitrl  yiip  5i^,  <f>aat»  ol  irepl  rds  reXerdif  yapdtiKOipSpoi  fihf  woWoif  ^dKXOi 
di  T€  waOpoif  ed  Siepk. ,  i.  f  p,  69,  **For  many,  as  they  say  in  the  Mysteries,  are 
the  thjnrsus-bearers,  but  few  are  the  mystics."     Cf.  Jowett,  P/afOj  i.,  p.  441, 

p.  381. 

'  Zur  Kr,  des  Bamabasbr.t  p.  34  f.  [In  the  fourth  edition  of  his  work 
on  the  Canon,  Dr.  Westcott  very  fairly  states  in  a  note :  "On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  just  to  add  that  the  proverbial  form  of  the  saying  ('  Many  are 
called,  bat  few  chosen ')  is  such  as  to  admit  of  the  supposition  that  it  may 
have  been  derived  by  Barnabas  from  some  older  book  than  St.  Matthew, 
p.  51,  note  2.] 

3  Die  drd  ersten  Ew,y  1850.     *Jahrb,  bibi,  fViss,,  ii.,  1849,  p.  191  ff. 

5  Professor  A.  D.  Loman,  who  impartially  and  ably  discusses  this  quotation, 
is  unable  to  admit  that  the  passage  is  taken  from  our  first  Synoptic  ;  and  he 
conjectures  that  the  common  source  from  which  both  the  Synoptist  and  the 
author  of  the  Epistle  may  have  derived  the  saying  may  be  a  work  which  he 
supposes  to  be  referred  to  in  Luke  xi.  49,  TAeo/.  Tijdschrifty  1872,  p.  196  f.  ; 
cf.  1867,  p.  553,  p.  559. 

*  n<iXir  voi  iTidel^f  irw?  irpbt  iifi/as  \^€i  K^piot'  Se&repap  xXduru^  iw 
iirxdnnf  irotriaev,  \^i  x^pior     *lMj  irotw  tA  i<rxcLTa  wf  rA  wpwra,     c.  vi. 
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quotation  of  Matt.  xx.  i6,'  "Thus  the  last  shall  be  first  and  the 
first  last "  (ovTOJS  ecroKrat  oi  etrxarot  Trp&roi  #cat  ol  irpCyroi 
Itrxaroi),  the  sense  of  which  is  quite  different  The  applica- 
tion of  the  saying  in  this  place  in  the  first,  and,  indeed,  in  the 
other,  Synoptic  Gospels  is  evidently  quite  false,  and  depends 
merely  on  the  ring  of  words  and  not  of  ideas.  In  xix.  30  it  is 
quoted  a  second  time,  quite  irrelevantly,  with  some  variation : 
"But  many  first  shall  be  last,  and  last  first"  {irokkol  8c 
(krovrat,  wptoroi  eaxaroi  koi  €(r\arot  wp&roi).  Now,  it  ^^ill  be 
remembered  that  at  xx.  16  it  occurs  in  several  MSS.  in  connection 
with  "  Many  are  called,  but  few  are  chosen,"  although  the  oldest 
codices  omit  the  latter  passage,  and  most  critics  consider  it  inter- 
polated. The  separate  quotation  of  these  two  passages  by  the 
author  of  the  Epistle,  with  so  marked  a  variation  in  the  second, 
renders  it  most  probable  that  he  found  both  in  the  source  from 
which  he  quotes.  We  have,  how^ever,  more  than  sufficiently  dis- 
cussed this  passage.  The  author  of  the  Epistle  does  not  indicate 
any  source  from  which  he  makes  his  quotation;  and  the  mere 
existence  in  the  first  Synoptic  of  a  proverbial  saying  like  this  does 
not  in  the  least  involve  the  conclusion  that  it  is  necessarily  the 
writing  from  which  the  quotation  was  derived,  more  especially  as 
apocryphal  works  are  repeatedly  cited  in  the  Epistle.  If  it  be 
maintained  that  the  saying  is  really  historical,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
prescriptive  right  of  our  Synoptic  is  at  once  excluded,  and  it  may 
have  been  the  common  property  of  a  score  of  evangelical  works. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  many  Scriptural  texts  have  crept 
into  early  Christian  writings  which  originally  had  no  place  there ; 
and  where  attendant  circumstances  are  suspicious,  it  is  always  well 
to  remember  the  fact.  An  instance  of  the  interpolation  of  which 
we  speak  is  found  in  the  "  Epistle  of  Barnabas."  In  one  place, 
the  phrase,  "Give  to  everyone  that  asketh  of  thee"  (Traill  ry 
alrovvri  crc  SiSov),^  occurs,  not  as  a  quotation,  but  merely  woven 
into  the  Greek  text  as  it  existed  before  the  discovery  of  the  Sinaitic 
MS.  This  phrase  is  the  same  as  the  precept  in  Luke  vi.  30, 
although  it  was  argued  by  some  that,  as  no  other  trace  of  the  third 
Gospel  existed  in  the  Epistle,  it  was  more  probably  an  alteration 
of  the  text  of  Matt.  v.  42.  Omitting  the  phrase  from  the 
passage  in  the  Epistle,  the  text  read  as  follows  :  "  Thou 
shalt  not  hesitate  to  give,  neither  shalt  thou  murmur  when  thou 

givest so  shalt  thou  know  who  is  the  good  Recompenser  of  the 

reward."    The  supposed  quotation,  inserted  where  we  have  left  a 

*  Dr.  Westcott  does  not  make  any  reference  to  it  either.  [In  the 
4th  ed.  of  his  work  on  the  Canon  (p.  62)  he  expresses  an  opinion  that  it 
is  a  reference  **to  some  passage  of  the  O.  T.,''  and  suggests  Ezek. 
xxxvi.  II.] 

*  Ch,  xix. 
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blank,  really  interrupted  the  sense,  and  repeated  the  previous 
injunction.  The  oldest  MS.,  the  Codex  Sinaitiais^  omits  the 
quotation,  and  so  ends  the  question,  but  it  is  afterwards  inserted 
by  another  hand.  Some  pious  scribe,  in  fact,  seeing  the  relation 
of  the  passage  to  the  Gospel,  had  added  the  words  in  the  margin 
as  a  gloss,  and  they  afterwards  found  their  way  into  the  text.  In 
this  manner  very  many  similar  glosses  have  crept  into  texts  which 
they  were  originally  intended  to  illustrate.' 

Tischendorf,  who  does  not  allude  to  this,  lays  much  stress  upon 
the  following  passage  :  "  But  when  he  selected  His  own  apostles, 
who  should  preach  His  Gospel,  who  were  sinners  above  all  sin,  in 
order  that  he  might  show  that  He  came  not  to  call  the  righteous, 
but  sinners,  then  He  manifested  Himself  to  be  the  Son  of  God."' 
We  may  remark  that  in  the  common  Greek  text  the  words  "  to 
repentance  "  were  inserted  after  "  sirmers,"  but  they  are  not  found 
in  the  Sinaitic  MS.  In  like  manner  many  Codices  insert  them  in 
Matt.  ix.  13  and  Mark  ii.  17,  but  they  are  not  found  in  some  of 
the  oldest  MSS.,  and  are  generally  rejected.  Tischendorf  con- 
siders them  a  later  addition  both  to  the  text  of  the  Gospel  and  of 
the  Epistle.3  But  this  very  fact  is  suggestive.  It  is  clear  that  a 
supposed  quotation  has  been  deliberately  adjusted  to  what  was 
considered  to  be  the  text  of  the  Gospel.  Why  should  the  whole 
phrase  not  be  equally  an  interpolation  ?  We  shall  presently  see 
that  there  is  reason  to  think  that  it  is  so.  Although  there  is  no 
quotation  in  the  passage,  who,  asks  Tischendorf,-*  could  mistake 
the  words  as  they  stand  in  Matt.  ix.  13,  "  For  I  came  not  to  call 
the  righteous,  but  sinners "  ?  This  passage  is  referred  to  by 
Origen  in  his  work  against  Celsus,  in  a  way  which  indicates  that 
the  supposed  quotation  did  not  exist  in  his  copy.  Origen  says : 
"  And  as  Celsus  has  called  the  Apostles  of  Jesus  infamous  men, 
saying  that  they  were  tax-gatherers  and  worthless  sailors,  we  have 

to  remark  on  this,  that,  etc Now,  in  the  Catholic  Epistle  of 

Barnabas,  from  which,  perhaps,  Celsus  derived  the  statement  that 
the  Apostles  were  infamous  and  wicked  men,  it  is  written  that 
*  Jesus  selected  his  own  Apostles,  who  were  sinners  above  all 
sin,'  "5  and  then  he  goes  on  to  quote  the  expression  of  Peter  to 
Jesus  (Luke  v.  8),  and  then   i   Timothy  i.  15  ;  but  he  nowhere 

'  The  phrase,  **  Give  to  everyone  that  asketh  of  thee,"  occurs  also  in  the 
"  Teaching  of  the  Twelve  Apostles,"  i.,  §  5,  with  which  little  treatise,  published 
since  the  complete  edition  of  this  work  was  issued,  several  other  passages  in  the 
Epistle  agree — cf.  p.  149  ff. 

'  'Ore  hk  Toift  idlovs  iToarSXovs  roifs  /iAXorraf  ictipCaacat  rb  eiiayyiXMv 
avToO  4^\^^T0f  dvraf  irrip  inuraw  dfMprlaif  itnifiUT^povs,  fya  de/^,  6ti  ovk 
1^\$€P  jcaX^cu  SiKcUovt,  dXXd  iftapruiXo^,  t6t€  iipwifMatv  iavrbp  cXvai.  vl6v  $€0v. 
c.  V. 

3  IVann  wurden,  «.  s.  w.,  p.  96,  anm.  1. 

*  /d,,  p.  96.  5  Con/ra  Cels,,  i.  63. 

L 
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refers  to  the  supposed  quotation  in  the  Epistle.  Now,  if  we  read 
the  passage  without  the  quotation,  we  have  :  **  But  when  he 
selected  his  own  Apostles  who  should  preach  his  Gospel,  who 

were  sinners  above  all  sin then  he  manifested  himself  to  be 

the  Son  of  God."  Here  a  pious  scribe  very  probably  added  in 
the  margin  the  gloss,  "  in  order  that  he  might  show  that  he  came 
not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners,"  to  explain  the  passage;  and, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  phrase,  **  Give  to  every  one  that  asketh  of 
thee,"  the  gloss  became  subsequently  incorporated  with  the  text. 
The  Epistle,  however,  goes  on  to  give  the  only  explanation  which 
the  author  intended,  and  which  clashes  with  that  of  the  scribe. 
"  For,  if  he  had  not  come  in  the  flesh,  how  could  men  have  been 
saved  by  beholding  him  ?  Seeing  that  looking  on  the  sun  that 
shall  cease  to  be,  the  work  of  his  hands,  they  have  not  even  power 
to  endure  his  rays.  Accordingly,  the  Son  of  Man  came  in  the 
flesh  for  this,  that  he  might  bring  to  a  head  the  number  of  their 
sins  who  had  persecuted  to  death  his  prophets."'  The  argument 
of  Origen  bears  out  this  view,  for  he  does  not  at  all  take  the 
explanation  of  the  gloss  as  to  why  Jesus  chose  his  disciples  from 
such  a  class,  but  he  reasons  :  "  What  is  there  strange,  therefore, 
that  Jesus,  being  minded  to  manifest  to  the  race  of  men  his  power 
to  heal  souls,  should  have  selected  infamous  and  wicked  men,  and 
should  have  elevated  them  so  far  that  they  became  a  pattern  of 
the  purest  virtue  to  those  who  were  brought  by  their  persuasion  to 
the  Gospel  of  Christ?"'  The  argument,  both  of  the  author  of  the 
Epistle  and  of  Origen,  is  different  from  that  suggested  by  the 
phrase  under  examination,  and  we  consider  it  a  mere  gloss  intro- 
duced into  the  text;  which,  as  the  cts  fierdvoiav  shows,  has,  in 
the  estimation  of  Tischendorf  himself,  been  deliberately  altered. 
Even  if  it  originally  formed  part  of  the  text,  however,  it  would  be 
wrong  to  affirm  that  it  affords  proof  of  the  use  or  existence  of  the 
first  Gospel.  The  words  of  Jesus  in  Matt.  ix.  12-14  evidently 
belong  to  the  oldest  tradition  of  the  Gospel,  and,  in  fact,  Ewald 
ascribes  them,  apart  from  the  remainder  of  the  chapter,  originally 
to  the  Spruchsammlung,  from  which,  with  two  intermediate  books, 
he  considers  that  our  present  Matthew  was  composed.^  Nothing 
can  be  more  certain  than  that  such  sayings,  if  they  be  admitted 
to  be  historical  at  all,  must  have  existed  in  many  other  works,  and 
the  mere  fact  of  their  happening  to  be  also  in  one  of  the  Gospels 
which  has  survived  cannot  prove  its  use,  or  even  its  existence  at 
the  time  the  Epistle  of  Barnabas  was  written,  more  especially  as 
the  phrase  does  not  occur  as  a  quotation,  and  there  is  no  indica- 
tion of  the  source  from  which  it  was  derived. 

Tischendorf,   however,   finds  a  further    analogy  between   the 

'  c.  V.  *  Con/ra  Ceis,,  i.  63.  3  2>ie  drei  erstm  £w.,  p.  15,  p.  I. 
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Epistle  and  the  Gospel  of  Matthew,  in  ch.  xii.  "  Since,  therefore, 
in  the  future  they  were  to  say  that  Christ  is  the  son  of  David, 
fearing  and  perceiving  clearly  the  error  of  the  wicked,  David  him- 
self prophesies :  *  The  Lord  said  unto  my  Lord,  sit  at  my  right 
hand  until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  footstool.' "  Tischendorf, 
upon  this,  inquires,  "  Could  Barnabas  so  write  without  the  sup- 
position that  his  readers  had  Matt.  xxii.  41  flf.  before  them, 
and  does  not  such  a  supposition  likewise  infer  the  actual  authority 
of  Matthew's  Gospel  F''  Such  rapid  argument  and  extreme  con- 
clusions are  startling  indeed;  but,  in  his  haste,  our  critic  has 
forgotten  to  state  the  whole  case.  The  author  of  the  Epistle  has 
beeia  elaborately  showing  that  the  Cross  of  Christ  is  repeatedly 
typified  in  the  Old  Testament,  and  at  the  commencement  of  the 
chapter,  after  quoting  the  passage  from  4  Ezra  iv.  33,  v.  5,  he 
points  to  the  case  of  Moses,  to  whose  heart  *'  the  spirit  speaks  that 
he  should  make  a  form  of  the  cross,"  by  stretching  forth  his  arms 
in  supplication,  and  so  long  as  he  did  so  Israel  prevailed  over 
their  enemies ;  and  again  he  typified  the  cross  when  he  set  up  the 
brazen  serpent  upon  which  the  people  might  look  and  be  healed. 
Then,  that  which  Moses  as  a  prophet  said  to  Joshua  (Jesus),  the 
son  of  Nave,  when  he  gave  him  that  name,  was  solely  for  the 
purpose  that  all  the  people  might  hear  that  the  Father  would 
reveal  all  things  regarding  his  Son  to  the  son  of  Nave.  This  name 
being  given  to  him  when  he  was  sent  to  spy  out  the  land,  Moses 
said :  *'  Take  a  book  in  thy  hands,  and  write  what  the  Lord  saith, 
that  the  Son  of  God  will  in  the  last  days  cut  oflf  by  the  roots  all 
the  house  of  Amelek."  This,  of  course,  is  a  falsification  of  the 
passage.  Exodus  xvii.  14,  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  declare 
Jesus  to  be  the  "  Son  of  God."  Then,  proceeding  in  the  same 
strain,  he  says :  ^'  Behold  again,  Jesus  is  not  the  son  of  Man,  but 
the  Son  of  God,  manifested  in  the  type  and  in  the  flesh.  Since, 
therefore,  in  the  future,  they  were  to  say  that  Christ  is  the  son  of 
David  "  (and  here  follows  the  passage  we  are  discussing)  ^*  fearing 
and  perceiving  clearly  the  error  of  the  wicked,  David  himself 
prophesied :  *  The  Lord  said  unto  my  Lord,  sit  at  my  right  hand 
until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  footstool.'  And  again,  thus  speaks 
Isaiah :  *  The  Lord  said  to  Christ  my  Lord,  whose  right  hand  I 
have  held,  that  the  nations  may  obey  Him,  and  I  will  break  in 
pieces  the  strength  of  kings.'  Behold  how  David  calleth  Him 
Lord,  and  the  Son  of  God."  And  here  end  the  chapter  and  the 
subject.  Now  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  passage  occurs,  not  as  a 
reference  to  any  such  dilemma  as  that  in  Matt.  xxii.  41  ff.,  but 
simply  as  one  of  many  passages  which,  at  the  commencement  of 
our  era,  were  considered  prophetic  declarations  of  the  divinity  of 

'  IVann  wurdeni  u.  s.  w,,  p.  96. 
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Christ,  in  opposition  to  the  expectation  of  the  Jews  that  the 
Messiah  was  to  be  the  son  of  David  ;'  and,  as  we  have  seen,  in 
order  to  prove  his  p)oint,  the  author  alters  the  text.  To  argue  that 
such  a  passage  of  a  Psalm,  quoted  in  such  a  manner  in  this  Epistle, 
proves  the  use  of  our  first  Synoptic  is  in  the  highest  degree 
arbitrary. 

We  have  already  pointed  out  that  the  author  quotes  apocryphal 
works  as  Holy  Scripture,  and  we  may  now  add  that  he  likewise 
cites  words  of  Jesus  which  are  nowhere  found  in  our  Gospels. 
For  instance,  in  ch.  vii.  we  meet  with  the  following  expressions 
directly  attributed  to  Jesus.  "  Thus  he  says  :  *  Those  who  desire 
to  behold  me  and  to  attain  my  kingdom  must  through  tribulation 
and  suffering  receive  me.'  "  Hilgenfeld'  compares  this  with  another 
passage,  similar  in  sense,  in  4  Ezra  vii.  14  ;  but  in  any  case  it  is 
not  a  quotation  from  our  Gospels  ;  and,  with  so  many  passages  in 
them  suitable  to  his  purpose,  it  would  be  amazing  if  he  knew  and 
held  Matthew  in  the  consideration  which  Tischendorf  asserts,  that 
he  should  n^lect  their  stores,  and  go  elsewhere  for  such  quotations. 
There  is  nothing  in  this  Epistle  worthy  of  the  name  of  evidence 
even  of  the  existence  of  our  Gospels. 

The  "  Shepherd  "  of  Hermas  is  another  work  which  very  nearly 
secured  permanent  canonical  rank  with  the  writings  of  the  New 
Testament.  It  was  quoted  as  Holy  Scripture  by  the  Fathers,  and 
held  to  be  divinely  inspired,  and  it  was  publicly  read  in  the 
churches.3  It  has  a  place  with  the  "  Epistle  of  Barnabas,"  in  the 
Sinaitic  Codex  after  the  canonical  books.  In  early  times  it  was 
attributed  to  the  Hermas  who  is  mentioned  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Romans  xiv.  14,  in  consequence  of  a  mere  conjecture  to  that  effect 
by  Origen  ;*  but  the  Canon  of  Muratoris  confidently  ascribes  it  to 
a  brother  of  Pius,  Bishop  of  Rome,  and,  at  least,  there  does  not 
seem  any  ground  for  the  statement  of  Origen.  It  may  have 
been  written  about  the  middle  of  the  second  century  or  a  little 
earlier. 

Tischendorf  dismisses  this  important  memorial  of  the  early 
Christian  Church  with  a  note  of  two  lines,  for  it  has  no  quota- 

'  Cf.  Gfrorer,  Dasjahrh.  cUs  Heils,  il,  p.  219  ff.,  258  ff.,  292  fF. 

*  Die  Proph.  Ezra  u.  Dante/,  p.  70. 

3  Irenaens,  Aefv.  If  or.,  iv.  20,  §  2;  Clemens  AL,  Strom,,  i.  29,  §  181,  ii. 
i»  §  3»  ^-  J5»  §  131  ;  Tertullian,  De  Oral.,  12.  He  rejected  it  later.  De 
Pudic,,  10 ;  Origen,  Comm,  in  Rom.,  lib,  x.  31,  Hom.,  viu.  in  Num.,  Horn.  i. 
in  Psalm  37,  De  Princip,,  ii.  i,  §  3,  iii.  2,  §  4 ;  cf.  Eusebias,  H,  E,,  iii.  3,  v.  8  ; 
iii.  25  ;  Cotelier,  Pair,  Ap.,  i.  68  f. 

♦  PtUo  autem  qttod  Hermas  iste  sit  scriptor  libelli  illius  qui  Pastor  appelmtur, 
qua  scriptura  valde  mihi  utilis  videtur,  et  utputo  divinitus  inspirata.  In  Rom. 
lib,  X.  31. 

5  Roath,  Reliq,  Sacra,  L,  p.  396 ;  TregeUes,  Canon  Murat,,  p.  2a 
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tions  either  from  the  Old  or  New  Testament.'  He  does  not  even 
suggest  that  it  contains  any  indications  of  acquaintance  with  our 
Gospels.  The  only  direct  quotation  in  the  "  Shepherd  "  is  from 
an  apocryphal  work  which  is  cited  as  Holy  Scripture :  "  The  Lord 
is  nigh  unto  them  who  return  to  him,  as  it  is  written  in  Eldad  and 
Modat,  who  prophesied  to  the  people  in  the  wilderness."^  This 
work,  which  appears  in  the  Stichometry  of  Nicephorus  amongst 
the  apocrypha  of  the  Old  Testament,  is  no  longer  extant 

THE   TEACHING   OF   THE   TWELVE   APOSTLES. 

In  i873,Bryennius,  then  Metropolitan  of  Serrae,and  now  Patriarch 
of  Nicomedia,  discovered  an  interesting  MS.  volume  in  the  library 
of  the  Jerusalem  Monastery  of  the  Most  Holy  Sepulchre  at 
Constantinople.  It  contained  seven  Greek  documents,  amongst 
which  may  be  mentioned  the  Epistle  of  Barnabas,  the  first  Epistle 
of  Clement  in  the  only  complete  form  known,  the  spurious  second 
Epistle  of  Clement,  Epistle  of  Mary  of  Cassoboli  to  Ignatius  the 
Martyr  of  Antioch,  twelve  Epistles  of  pseudo-Ignatius,  and  the 
"Teaching  of  the  Twelve  Apostles,"  with  which  we  are  now 
concerned.  At  the  end  of  the  MS.  volume  is  the  signature  of 
the  copyist,  "  Leon,  notary  and  sinner,"  with  a  date  which  cor- 
responds with  A.D.  1056.  In  1875,  Bryennius  published  the  two 
Epistles  of  Clement;  but  it  was  not  until  the  close  of  1883  that 
he  was  able  to  lay  before  the  world  the  Greek  text  of  the  short 
treatise  in  which  we  are  now  interested,3  and,  as  an  able  writer 
has  truly  remarked,  it  has  ever  since  been  "the  spoiled  child  of 
criticism."*  Bryennius  himself  assigns  the  "  Teaching  "  to  a  date 
between  a.d.  120-160. 

Several  ancient  writers  mention  a  work  with  a  similar,  yet 
different,  title.  The  first  of  these  is  Eusebius.  After  speaking  of 
the  "  Shepherd "  of  Hermas,  the  Apocalypse  of  Peter,  and  the 
Epistle  of  Barnabas,  he  adds :  "  the  so-called  *  Teachings  of  tne 
Apostles ' "  {rtav  diTKxrroXMv  at  Xtyo/jj^vai  St&ixai).^  Somewhat 
later  Athanasius^  mentions  "  the  so-called  Teaching  of  the 
Apostles"  (AiSaxri  KakovfUvrj  twi/  (mtoo-toA-wi/),  along  with  other 
uncanonical  works,  such  as  the  Wisdom  of  Solomon,  the  Wisdom 
of  Sirach,  Esther,  Judith,  Tobit,  and  the  "  Shepherd."  Twenty 
years  after  Athanasius,  Rufinus^   substantially  repeats  his  state- 

*  JVann  wurdm,  u,  s.  w.,  p.  182 ;  Weslcott,  On  the  Canon^  p.  175 ;  Rcuss, 
Hist,  du  Cofton^n.  48  f. 

'  Vis.  iL  3  ;  cff  Numbers  xi.  26  f. ,  Sept.  Vers. 

3  The  complete  edition  of  this  work  had  been  published  some  years  earlier, 
so  that  we  now  deal  with  the  Didache  for  the  first  time. 

•♦  Charles  Bigg,  D.D.,  The  Doctrine  of  the  Twelve  Apostles y  1898,  p.  21. 

5  Hist.  EccL,  iiL  25.        ^  Ep.  Fest.,  39.         ^  Cotnm.  in  Symb.  Apost.,  §  38. 
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ments ;  but,  in  regard  to  the  apocrypha  of  the  New  Testament, 
for  the  so-called  "  Teaching  of  the  Apostles  "  he  substitutes  "  that 
which  is  called  *  The  Two  Ways,  or  Judgment  of  Peter ' "  {qui 
appellatur  Ducb  Via  vel  Judicium  Petri).  We  shall  have  more  to 
say  presently  regarding  this  work.  Our  tract  bears  the  title  of 
"  The  Teaching  of  the  Twelve  Apostles "  (Ai5ax^  twv  SwScica 
d7ro(rT($X(ui/),  and  this  is  confirmed  and  enlarged  by  a  sub-title :  "The 
Teaching  of  the  Lord,  by  the  Twelve  Apostles,  to  the  Gentiles  " 
(Ai8ax^  KvpLov  Sia  twv  SwSc/ca  dwoa^okiav  rots  Wv&riv),  Dr. 
Lightfoot  and  many  other  writers  prefer  to  call  it  simply  "  The 
Teaching  of  the  Apostles,"  in  spite  of  this  double  heading, 
because  that  "is  the  designation  in  several  ancient  writers  who 
refer  to  it,"'  thus  calmly  assuming  the  identity  of  the  two  works  ; 
but  we  must  protest  against  so  unwarrantable  an  alteration  of  the 
title  of  a  MS.  to  make  it  more  closely  agree  with  supposed 
references  in  the  Fathers,  for  which  no  other  justification  is 
advanced. 

In  connection  with  this,  we  may  point  out  that  we  have  some 
very  instructive  testimony  concerning  the  "Teaching  of  the 
Apostles"  to  which  probably  Eusebius  and  Athanasius  refer 
in  the  Stichometry  of  Nicephorus.  He  gives  a  list  of  apocryphal 
books,  amongst  which  he  mentions  the  "  Teaching  of  the  Apostles  " 
as  containing  200  lines  (oTixot).  Does  this  at  all  confirm  the 
supposed  application  of  these  references  to  our  "  Teaching  of  the 
Twelve  Apostles"  in  its  present  form?  Unfortunately  it  does 
not,  but  quite  the  contrary,  for  Harnack  has  calculated  that  our 
little  work  extends  to  300  frrix^i,^  It  could  not,  therefore,  as  we 
now  have  it,  have  been  the  "  Teaching  of  the  Apostles  "  to  which 
reference  has  been  made. 

It  may  be  well  here  to  refer  to  the  contents  of  our  Didache. 
It  commences  with  a  dissertation  on  the  "  Two  Ways."  "  There 
are  two  ways — one  of  life  and  one  of  death,  and  there  is  a  great 
difference  between  the  two  ways."  This  text  is  expounded 
throughout  the  first  six  divisions  of  the  work  ;  the  sixth,  however, 
being  very  brief,  and  evidently  added  to  lead  up  to  the  remainder 
of  the  "Teaching,"  which  deals  (vii.-x.)  with  Baptism,  Fasting, 
Prayer,  and  the  Eucharist ;  whilst  the  third  (xl-xvi.)  is  devoted 
to  later  orders  in  the  Church — apostles,  prophets,  bishops,  and 
deacons — ^and  lays  down  rules  for  their  conduct  and  treatment. 
The  first  theme  of  the  "  Two  Ways  "  has  evidently  been  suggested 
by  Jeremiah  xxi.  8  :  "  Behold,  I  set  before  you  the  way  of  life 
and  the  way  of  death  ";  which  may  also  be  connected  with  Deut. 
XXX.  19 :   "I  have  set  before  you  life  and  death,  blessing  and 

'  Lightfoot,  The  Apost.  Fathers,  1898,  p.  215. 

»  Harnack,  Die  Apostellehre,  1886,  p.  35,  ed.  of  1896,  p.  41  f. 
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cursing ;  therefore  choose  life."  The  same  texts  are  very  probably 
the  basis  of  the  saying  in  Matt  vii.  13,  14;  which  shows  how 
much  the  idea  had  influenced  thought  amongst  the  Jews.  The 
"  Teaching "  is  written,  or  rather  adapted,  by  the  compiler  him- 
self, and  no  attempt  is  made  to  connect  it  with  the  Apostles ; 
whilst  the  section  i.  3-6  is  manifestly  of  a  much  later  date  than 
the  rest  of  the  dissertation  on  the  "  Two  Ways,"  and  consists  of 
reminiscences  of  the  "  Sermon  on  the  Mount "  introduced  by  the 
compiler.  With  that  exception,  probably  the  whole  of  the  first 
and  second  divisions  (i.-vi.,  vii.-x.)  are  of  Jewish  origin. '  Dr.  Light- 
foot  says  of  our  little  treatise  :  "  The  manual  consists  of  two  parts  : 
(i)  a  moral  treatise  founded  on  an  ancient  work  called  *The  Two 
Ways,'  and  setting  forth  the  paths  of  righteousness  and  unrighteous- 
ness, of  4ife  and  death,  respectively.  This  first  part  is  not  neces- 
sarily altogether  of  Christian  origin;  indeed,  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  some  portions  of  it  were  known  to  the  Jews,  and 
perhaps  also  to  the  Greeks,  though  it  has  undoubtedly  gathered 
by  accretions."^  It  is  interesting  to  note,  however,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  Hebraistic  character  of  the  ancient  work  embodied 
in  the  "  Teaching,"  the  compiler  represents  a  time  when  a  complete 
breach  between  Jew  and  Christian  had  been  accomplished  in  the 
Church.  The  Jews  to  him  are  simply  "  the  hypocrites  "3  (viii.  i)  : 
"  Let  not  your  fastings  be  with  the  hypocrites  ";  "  Neither  pray  ye 
as  the  hypocrites  ";  and,  still  more  strongly  to  point  his  meaning 
and  mark  the  difference  between  Jew  and  Christian,  the  fasts  kept 
by  the  former  on  the  second  and  fifth  days  of  the  week  are  to  be 
abandoned,  and  kept  by  Christians  on  the  fourth  and  sixth  days. 

But  the  substance  of  the  treatise  on  the  "  Two  Ways  "  is  far 
from  being  confined  to  the  "  Teaching  of  the  Twelve  Apostles." 
It  is  also  found  more  or  less  ftilly  set  forth  in  the  Epistle  of 
Barnabas,  and  the  "  Shepherd  "  of  Hermas,  and  a  large  part  of  the 
critical  battle  regarding  the  date  of  our  Didache  has  been  fought 
round  the  connection  of  the  three  works  to  each  other ;  one  section 
of  critics  asserting  the  priority  of  the  "  Teaching,"  another  the 
dependence  of  the  tract  on  the  Epistle  and  the  "Shepherd,"  and  a 
third  maintaining  that  all  three  drew  their  material  from  an  earlier 
work,  whilst  a  fourth  dates  the  "  Teaching  "  very  much  later  and 


*  Dr.  Taylor  gives  interesting  illustrations  of  this  by  comparison  with  the 
Talmud  and  Talmudic  writings  ( The  Teaching  of  the  Twelve  Apostles^  1886). 
Mr.  Rendel  Harris  even  says:  "The  teaching  is  Hebraistic  from  cover  to 
cover"  {The  Teaching  of  the  Apostles,  1887,  P-  78). 

'  Apost,  Fathers,  p.  215.  The  idea  of  the  "Two  Ways"  is  found  in  classical 
works  as  early  as  Resiod  {Op,  et  Dies,  285).  It  is  used  in  "The  Choice  of 
Hercules,"  which  is  usually  ascribed  to  Prodicus  the  Sophist  (Zenophont. 
Mem.,  ii.  I -21). 

3  Hamack,  Chron,  altchristl.  Lit.,  1897,  i.,  p.  428. 
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considers  that  the  author  derived  his  matter  from  works  of  the 
third  or  fourth  century.  But  the  subject  of  the  "  Two  Ways  "  is 
not  limited  to  these  writings,  but  is  found  embodied  in  much  later 
works.  In  1 843,  Bickell'  pubHshed  a  Greek  tract  from  a  Vienna 
MS.  which  is  generally  known  as  the  "  Ecclesiastical  Canons,"  or 
the  Epitonie  of  the  Holy  Apostles.  Hilgenfeld  conjectures  this 
tract  to  be  the  work  referred  to  by  Rufinus  under  the  name  of 
** Dua  Vice  vel  Judicium  Petriy^  and  in  this  he  is  supported  by 
many  able  scholars.  In  this  work,  which  contains  a  large  part  of 
the  "Two  Ways"  as  it  exists  in  our  "Teaching"  and  in  the  "Epistle 
of  Barnabas,"  the  doctrine  is  divided  into  twelve  parts,  each  of 
which  is  put  into  the  mouth  of  an  apostle,  the  opening  being 
enunciated  by  John  in  identically  the  same  words  as  our  Didache. 
This  tract  is  generally  dated  at  least  in  the  third  century.  In  the 
same  way  the  dissertation  on  the  "Two  Ways"  is  practically  embodied 
in  the  seventh  book  of  the  Apostolic  Constitutions,  which  is 
usually  assigned  to  a  still  later  date.  In  the  Epistle  of  Barnabas, 
the  "Shepherd"  of  Hermas,  the  Epitome  and  the  Apostolic 
Constitutions,  therefore,  nearly  the  whole  treatise  of  the  "  Two 
Ways  "  is  included,  and  the  only  question  is  as  to  the  chronological 
order  of  these  various  forms  of  the  doctrine.  That  our  Didache 
was  not  the  original  source,  as  we  have  already  pointed  out,  is 
certain,  and  it  may,  on  the  other  hand,  have  been  the  last,  col- 
lecting from  the  foregoing  what  may  have  seemed  to  the  compiler 
the  most  striking  passages. 

This  is  not  all,  however,  for  in  1884,  after  the  publication  of  our 
Didache  by  Bryennius,  von  Gebhardt  brought  to  light  the  short 
fragment  of  a  Latin  translation  of  the  "  Two  Ways,"  with  which 
he  had  met  some  years  before,  and  which  approximates  to  the 
form  of  our  "Teaching,"  with  the  important  difference  that  it 
omits  all  the  references  to  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  which,  taken 
in  connection  with  the  similar  omission  elsewhere,'  are  thus  shown 
to  be  the  later  amplification  of  the  compiler. 

Not  only  is  it  maintained  by  many  that,  in  spite  of  its  different 
title,  our  Didache  is  the  work  referred  to  by  Eusebius  and 
Athanasius,  but  it  is  asserted  to  be  the  work  from  which  Clement 
of  Alexandria  quoted  as  "  Scripture."     Clement  says  :  "  Such  an 

'  Gesch.  d.  Kirchenrechts,  1843.  It  bears  the  title  At  JtaraTui  at  5tA 
KXi}/Afrros  koX  Kav6p€s  iKK\ij<riaariKol  tQv  i,yL<a¥  dxwrrrfXom.  Cardinal  Pitra 
found  the  same  tract  in  a  MS.  in  the  Ottobonian  library  bearing  the  title 
'YtxiTon^  6piap  tQv  hryliav  dirocrr^Xwr  KaBoKiicfft  irapaJb6«yfiat,  It  is  also  given 
by  Hilgenfeld  in  his  N.  T,  extra  Can.  Recept.^  1884,  Fasc  iv.  Codices  in 
Sjriac,  Coptic,  and  Ethiopic  have  since  been  discovered. 

*  Lactantius,  Epit.  div,  Instit.^  c.  lix,  for  instance,  and  in  writings  of  pseado* 
Athanasius,  but  still  more  markedly  in  the  Epistle  of  Barnabas,  the  writer  of 
which  could  have  no  reason  for  omitting  them  if  they  had  stood  in  the  original 
treatise  of  which  he  made  use. 
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one  is  called  a  thief  by  the  Scripture ;  at  least,  it  says,  *  Son  (Vtc), 
become  not  a  liar,  for  (yap)  lying  leads  to  (Trpbs)  theft.' "  In  the 
"  Teaching  "  these  words  occur  (iii.  5)  :  "  My  child  (TfKvov  fiov)^ 
become  not  a  liar,  since  (cttciS^)  lying  leads  to  (cts)  theft" 
Now,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  quotation  in  Clement  begins  with 
"Son";  but  if  there  be  anything  more  characteristic  of  the 
Didache  than  another,  it  is  the  use  of  the  phrase  "  My  child  "  as 
the  precursor  of  such  admonitions.  In  die  first  six  chapters, 
devoted  to  the  "  Two  Ways,"  it  is  used  six  times,  and  **  Son "  is 
never  introduced.  No  one  reading  this  form  of  the  "  Two  Ways,^' 
and  even  quoting  from  memory,  would  be  in  the  least  likely  to 
couple  with  these  admonitions  any  other  style  of  address,  and 
when  we  bear  in  mind  the  numerous  works  in  which  the  ancient 
text  of  the  "Two  Ways"  has  been  incorp>orated,  of  which  we 
have  already  mentioned  five,  it  is  evidently  extremely  hazardous  to 
aflSrm  that  the  few  works  used  by  Clement  identify  this  particular 
tract  The  phrase,  in  fact,  is  found  in  the  Epitome  (ii.),  "  Child, 
become  not  a  liar,  since  lying  leads  unto  (ewt)  theft,"  which  may, 
mth  equal  reason,  be  identified  as  the  source  of  Clement's 
quotation. 

No  work  has  recently  received  more  keen  attention  from  critics 
of  all  schools  than  the  "  Teaching  of  the  Twelve  Apostles,"  and 
few  have  exdted  deeper  interest  or  received  more  divergent  judg- 
ments. Whilst  many  have  pronounced  it  to  be  one  of  the  earliest 
Christian  writings  extant,  emanating  even  from  about  the  middle 
of  the  first  century,  others  have  assigned  it  to  the  fourth  century.' 


'  Middle  of  the  first  century— Sabatier  La  Didachi,  1885,  p.  159. 

Second  half  first  century — Bestmann,  Gesch.  christl,  Sitte,  1885,  ii.,  p.  136 
ff.  ;  Jacquier,  La  Doctrine  d.  dome  Ap.,  1 891,  p.  97  ;  Majocchi,  La  Dottrma 
dei  dod.  Ap.^  1886,  p.  71;  Petersen,  Lehre  d.  zwolf  Ajb.^  1884,  p.  12; 
H.  dc  Romestin,  Teaching  of  Twelve  Aps.,  1884,  p.  6,  1885  Pref.  2nd  ed.  ; 
Spence,  Teaching  of  the  Aps.,  1885,  p.  98;  WUnsche,  Lehre  d.  zw.  Ap.,  1884, 
p.  6. 

End  first  century  or  beginning  of  second — Binnie,  Br.  and  Foreign  Ev.  Rev,^ 
Oct.,  1885,  p.  640  ff.  ;  Farrar,  Contemp.  Rev,,  1884,  p.  698  ff.  ;  Expositor, 
1884,  p.  380  ff.  ;  Funk,  TheoL  Quartalsckrift,  1884,  p.  401  ;  Doctrina 
duodectm  Apost.,  1887,  p.  xxxii.  ;  Heron,  Church  of  Sub-ap,  Age,  1888,  p. 
83 ;  Hitdicock  and  Brown,  Teaching  of  Twelve  Ajbs.,  1885,  p.  xc.  f.  Light- 
foot,  Apost.  Fathers,  1898,  p.  216 ;  Expositor,  1885,  p.  6 ;  Lechler,  Urkun- 
cknjfunde  Gesch,  christl.  Altertums,  1886,  p.  75;  Massebieau,  VEnseigne- 
ment  des  douze  Ap.,  1884,  p.  35  ;  E.  von  Renesse,  Die  Lehre  ewolf  Ap.,  1897, 
p.  85;  Schaff,  Oldest  Church  Manual,  1885,  p.  119  ff.  ;  Tavlor,  Teaching 
Twelve  Aps.,  1886,  p.  118  ;  Venables,  Brit.  Quarterly  Rev.,  1885,  p.  333  ff.  ; 
Warfield,  Bibl.  Sacra,  1886,  p.  ico  ff.  ;  Wordsworth,  Guardian,  Mar.  19th, 
1884;  Zahn,  Theol.  Literaturblatt,  June  27th,  July  nth,  1884 ;  Forsch,  Gesch. 
N.  T.  Kancns,  1884,  iii.,  p.  318  f. 

First  half  second  century — Baltzer,  Wiedergef  Zwolfapostellehre,  1886, 
p.  13.    A.D.  110-130  Robinson,  Encyclcp.  BibL,  1899,  i.,  p.  676.    a.d.  120  too 
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It  only  remains  for  us  now  briefly  to  examine  the  supposed 
references  to  our  Gospels  in  the  "Teaching  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles."  The  compiler  does  not  in  the  least  endeavour  to 
associate  the  Apostles  directly  with  his  dissertation,  nor  does  he 
even  mention  the  name  of  any  one  of  them.  He  does  not,  of 
course,  indicate  the  title  of  any  work  in  the  New  Testament. 
For  him,  apparently,  the  Old  Testament  books  are  the  only  holy 
"Scripture,"  and  to  these  he  twice  refers.  Hamack  has  counted 
some  twenty-three  Gospel  expressions  which  are  considered  more 
or  less  like  some  in  our  Synoptics ;  but  of  these  seventeen  are 
said  more  nearly  to  approximate  to  passages  in  Matthew,  and  he 
regards  one  of  these  at  least  as  a  mixture  of  the  first  and  third  of 
our  Gospeb,  though  he  is  in  doubt  whether  the  compiler  may  not 
have  used  Tatian's  Diatessaron^  or  even  the  Gospel  of  Peter.' 
All  of  these  passages  are  more  or  less  near  coincidences  with 
expressions  in  the  "  Sermon  on  the  Mount,"  and  it  is  argued  that 
it  is  not  possible  they  could  be  derived  from  oral  tradition,  and 
that  consequently  they  indicate  a  "written  Gospel."  As  these 
expressions  have  closer  similarity  to  our  first  Synoptic  than  to  any 
of  the  others,  it  is  at  once  claimed  by  eager  critics  that  they  prove 
the  use  of  that  Gospel.  A  circumstance  which,  in  most  cases, 
strengthens  this  view  is  the  fact  that  in  several  instances  these 
expressions  are  said  by  the  writer  to  come  "  in  the  Gospel."  This 
form  occurs  in  the  following  cases  (viii.  2) :  "As  the  Lord  com- 
manded in  his  Gospel "  (u»s  kKk\€Kra-tv  6  Kvpw^  kv  ry  ciVxyycXiiy 
auTov) ;  xi.  3  :  "But  regarding  the  apostles  and  prophets,  according 
to  the  decree  of  the  Gospel  (Kara  t6  Soyfm  rov  cmyycXibv 
ovT(os),  so  do  ye ";  xv.  3 :  "  But  reprove  one  another,  not  in 
anger,  but  in  peace,  as  ye  find  in  the  Gospel "  (ws  ^x^'''*  ^^  '''V 
evayycXtiip) ;  and  in  xv.  4  :  "  But  your  prayers  and  alms  and  all 
your  deeds  do  as  ye  find  in  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord "  (^  €x<t€ 
€v  T<j)  fvayycXtlip  rov  Kvpiov  rffMav).  We  may  simply  make  the 
remark  that  only  in  the  first  of  these — which  we  shall  presently 

early,  A.D.  160,  too  late  for  parts,  Gordon,  Modem  Rev,^  1884,  p.  457.     A.D. 
133-135  Volkmar,  Die  Lehre  d,  z.  Ap,,  1885,  p.  44. 

Later  than  A.D.  130-140— Van  Manen,  Encyclop.  Bibl,^  iii.,  1902,  p.  3,484. 
A.D.  1 3 1- 160,  Hamack,  Chronol.  altehristl.  Lit.^  1897,  i.,  p.  438;  Die 
AjbosteUehre^  1896,  p.  20  f.  ;  Bryennius,  Atdaxfr  rtof  6ii>d€Ka  'AxoorrfXctfr, 
1883,  p.  20.  After  middle  of  second  century,  Hilgenfeld,  Zeiischr.  wiss, 
TheoLy  1885,  p.  loa  A.D.  140-165,  Lipsius,  Lit.  Centralblatt^  Jan.,  1885,  cf. 
Deutsche  Literaturzeit,^  1 884,  p.  1,449  if.  Before  A.D.  140 — Addis,  Dublin 
Rev,,  Oct.,  1884,  p.  442  ff.  A.D.  140-165,  Meyboom,  Theol.  Tijdschr.,  1885, 
p.  628  ff.  A.D.  160-190  Bonet-Maury,  La  Doctrine  des  dome  Ap.,  1884, 
p.  34  ff.     A.D.  200  Krawutzcky,  Theol.  QuartaJschr.,  1884,  p.  585  ff. 

Fourth  century — Bige,  Doctrine  of  Twelve  Ap.y    1898,  p.   23;  Cotterill, 
Scottish  Church  Rev.  1884,  July  and   Sept.  ;  Hoole,  The  Didache,   1894,  p. 
45  f.  ;  Long,  Baptist  Quarterly,  1884,  July  and  September. 
>  Harnack,  Die  Apostellehre,  1896,  p.  8  ff. 
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discuss — is  there  any  direct  reference  to  any  passage  resembling 
our  Goq)els ;  though  the  last,  with  its  admonition  regarding 
prayers,  alms,  and  actions,  may  be  taken  as  a  general  reference  to 
the  teaching  of  Jesus.  Now,  though  no  one  would  maintain  that, 
at  the  time  when  this  Didache  was  compiled,  there  was  no  written 
**  Gospel,"  too  much  stress  must  not  be  laid  upon  these  expres- 
sions. It  is  certain  that,  to  the  majority  of  Christians  in  early 
times,  oral  tradition  must  have  been  the  means  of  rendering 
familiar  the  more  remarkable  sayings  of  Jesus  much  more  than 
written  documents,  which  could  only  be  in  limited  circulation, 
and  to  the  mass  of  these  converts  his  teaching  must  therefore 
have  been  more  a  sp>oken  than  a  written  Gospel.  If  we 
look  in  the  New  Testament  itself,  we  find  similar  words  used, 
which  no  one  will  assert  to  refer  to  a  written  Gospel.  For 
instance  (Matt.  iv.  23) :  *^  And  he  went  about  in  all  Galilee, 
teaching  in  their  synagogues,  and  preaching  the  Gospel  of  the 
kingdom "  (rh  cvayycXiov  t^  ^ScuriXcias)  ;  cf  ix.  35,  xxvi.  13. 
In  Mark  viii.  35  there  is  a  similar  expression  :  "Whosoever  shall 
lose  his  life  for  my  sake  and  the  GospeFs  (koX  tov  ewyycXiov) 
will  save  it."  In  i  Cor.  iv.  15,  again,  we  read:  "For  in  Christ 
Jesus  I  begot  you  through  the  Gospel "  (Swl  tov  cvayyekiov) — 
cf.  ix.  14 ;  and  in  Gal.  ii.  2 :  "  And  communicated  to  them  the 
Gospel  [rh  evayyeXtov]  which  I  preach  among  the  Gentiles." 

We  may  now  consider  the  first  of  the  above  passages,  which 
contains  the  principal  of  the  supposed  references.  Matt.  viii.  2  : 
"  Neither  pray  ye  as  the  hypocrites,  but  as  the  Lord  commanded 
in  his  Gospel,  thus  pray  ye  ";  and  then  follows  what  is  known  as 
the  Lord's  Prayer.  The  prayer  is  given  as  it  appears  in  our  first 
Synoptic  (vi.  9-13),  but  with  some  noteworthy  alterations.  "  Our 
Father  which  art  in  heaven "  (cv  t^  ovpav^)  is  used  instead  of 
**  in  the  heavens  "  {ev  rois  ovpavots) ;  and  "  forgive  us  our  debt " 
(t^v  64f€ikriv  rffjMv)  instead  of  "  our  debts  "  (ra  (x^iXi/fiaTa  rffuov). 
A  still  more  important  divei^ence  occurs  in  the  doxology,  which 
in  the  Didache  is  given  :  "  For  thine  is  the  power,  and  the  glory 
for  ever,"  omitting  both  "  the  kingdom  "  and  the  final  "  amen."' 
Of  course,  it  may  be  noted  that  the  oldest  and  best  texts  of 
Matt  vi.  13  omit  the  doxolcgy  altogether,  and  it  has  now  dis- 
appeared even  from  the  Revised  Version ;  but  the  variation  we 
point  out  makes  the  Didache  differ  even  from  the  Codices  which 
contain  it  That  the  omission  of  "  kingdom  "  is  not  accidental  is 
proved  by  the  fact  that  the  very  same  peculiar  doxology  is  again 
used  in  the  "Teaching  "  in  connection  with  another  prayer  (x.  5). 
Probably  no  part  of  the  so-called  Sermon  on  the  Mount  was  more 

'  We  do  not  mention  the  substitution  of  4\0iT<a  for  iXBdrw  and  d^Utfitv 
for  d^r^aficwj  for  this  is  supported  by  some  of  our  oldest  texts. 
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spread  abroad  in  oral  tradition  than  this  prayer,  and  to  suppose 
that  this  faulty  agreement  is  evidence  of  the  use  specially  of  the 
first  Synoptic  is  not  permissible. 

The  same  remark  applies  to  all  the  reminiscences  of  the 
"Sermon"  in  this  tract,  and  we  do  not  consider  it  necessary 
further  to  examine  them  here.  Nothing  is  more  remarkable  than 
the  habit,  even  of  able  critics  when  examining  supposed  quotations  in 
early  writings,  boldly  to  ascribe  them  to  our  Synoptics,  however  much 
they  differ  from  our  texts,  in  total  forgetfulness  of  the  fact  that 
many  records  of  doings  and  sayings  of  Jesus,  which  are  no  longer 
extant,  existed  before  our  Gospels  were  composed,  and  circulated 
with  them.  Many  of  these,  subsequently  absorbed  by  our  Gospels, 
or  displaced  by  them,  undoubtedly  contained  the  best  passages  in 
the  teaching  of  Jesus  in  very  similar  shape,  and  were  long  very 
widely  read.  More  especially  does  this  remark  apply  to  reminis- 
cences of  the  "  Sermon  on  the  Mount,"  to  which  the  expressions 
in  the  Didache  are  confined.  We  have  even  in  our  first  and  third 
Synoptics  an  illustration  of  this  statement.  In  the  first  Gospel 
we  have  the  "Sermon  on  the  Mount"  with  all  these  passages 
joined  together  in  one  long  discourse.  In  the  third  Synoptic  we 
find  no  "  Sermon  on  the  Mount "  at  all,  but  part  of  that  long 
discourse  is  given  as  a  "Sermon  on  the  Plain,"  whilst  other 
portions  are  scattered  throughout  the  Gospel.  In  the  second 
Synoptic  we  have  neither  a  "  Sermon  on  the  Mount "  nor  on  the 
plain,  but  many  fragments  are  separately  introduced.  In  all  three 
the  various  passages  are  put  in  a  context  which  is  often  contradictory 
of  each  other.  Who  can  doubt  that  the  Logia  and  the  documents 
which  lie  behind  the  three  Synoptics  contained  them  in  one  shape 
or  another,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  claim  the  use  in  any  ancient 
work  of  such  sayings  firom  unnamed  sources  as  proof  of  the  exist- 
ence of  any  particular  Gospel  ? 

There  is  one  further  passage  to  which  we  may  refer.  In  his  first 
chapter,  §  6,  the  compiler  of  our  Didftche  says :  "  But  regarding 
this  it  is  also  said :  '  Let  thine  alms  sweat  into  thy  hands  until  thou 
knowest  to  whom  to  give.' "'  This  saying,  which  is  quoted  in  some 
way  as  Scripture,  "  it  is  also  said  "  (ci/wyrai),  is  not  found  in  our 
Synoptics,  and  is  referred  to  an  apocryphal  Gospel.  It  is  in 
immediate  sequence  to  admonitions,  in  which  are  incorporated 
reminiscences  of  the  "  Sermon  on  the  Mount,"  which  wind  up 
with  words  like  those  in  Matt.  v.  26,  "  He  shall  not  come  out 
thence  till  he  hath  given  back  the  last  farthing."  Then  at  once 
follow  the  words  just  discussed.  If  these  words  were  "also 
said "  in  the  work  in  which  the  expression  like  Matt.  v.  26  was 

*  dXXd  /col  xe/)J  ro&rov  Si  (tpTfrar  ISpiordru  ij  iXerffMHrCtrri  aoveis  tA$  x^*-P^^  ^^i* 
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found,  why  should  all  the  reminiscences  from  the  "  Sermon  on 
the  Mount"  not  have  been  derived  from  the  same  apocryphal 
source  ? 

We  have,  however,  devoted  more  space  to  this  little  book  than 
may  seem  necessary,  for  in  so  far  as  our  particular  purpose  is  con- 
cerned a  decision  is  perfectly  certain  and  easy.  The  "  Teaching 
of  the  Twelve  Apostles"  is  anonymous,  and  nothing  is  either 
known  or  surmised  as  to  its  compiler.  He  does  not  mention  any 
of  the  Apostles,  and  gives  no  indication  whatever  of  the  writer  of 
any  work  in  our  New  Testament.  He  does  not  afford  the  slightest 
evidence,  therefore,  even  of  the  existence  of  any  of  our  Gospels, 
and  in  no  way  bears  testimony  to  their  credibility  as  witnesses  for 
miracles  and  the  reality  of  Divine  revelation. 
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CHAPTER   II. 

THE   EPISTLES   OF   IGNATIUS — THE   EPISTLE   OF   POLYCARP 

Although  in  reality  appertaining  to  a  very  much  later  period,  we 
shall  here  refer  to  the  so-called  "Epistles  of  Ignatius,'' and  examine 
any  testimony  which  they  afford  regarding  the  date  and  authenticity 
of  our  Gospels.  There  are  in  all  fifteen  Epistles  bearing  the  name 
of  Ignatius ;  three  of  these,  addressed  to  the  Virgin  Mary  and  the 
Apostle  John  {2),  exist  only  in  a  Latin  version,  and  these,  together 
with  five  others  directed  to  Mary  of  Cassobola,  to  the  Tarsians, 
to  the  Antiochans,  to  Hero  of  Antioch,  and  to  the  Philippians, 
of  which  there  are  versions  both  in  Greek  and  Latin,  are  universally 
admitted  to  be  spurious,  and  may,  so  far  as  their  contents  are 
concerned,  be  at  once  dismissed  from  all  consideration.  They  are 
not  mentioned  by  Eusebius,  nor  does  any  early  writer  refer  to 
them.  Of  the  remaining  seven  Epistles,  addressed  to  the  Ephesians, 
Magnesians,  Trallians,  Romans,  Philadelphians,  Smymseans,  and 
to  Polycarp,  there  are  two  distinct  versions  extant :  one  long 
version,  of  which  tliere  are  both  Greek  and  Latin  texts;  and 
another  much  shorter,  and  presenting  considerable  variations,  of 
which  there  are  also  both  Greek  and  Latin  texts.  After  a  couple 
of  centuries  of  discussion,  critics,  almost  without  exception,  have 
finally  agreed  that  the  longer  version  is  nothing  more  than  an 
interpolated  version  of  the  shorter  and  more  ancient  form  of  the 
Epistles.  The  question  regarding  the  authenticity  of  the  Ignatian 
Epistles,  however,  was  re-opened  and  complicated  by  the  publica- 
tion in  1845,  by  Dr.  Cureton,  of  a  Syriac  version  of  three  Epistles 
only — to  Polycarp,  to  the  Ephesians,  and  to  the  Romans — in  a 
still  shorter  form,  discovered  amongst  a  large  number  of  MSS. 
purchased  by  Dr.  Tattam  from  the  monks  of  the  Desert  of  Nitria. 
These  three  Syriac  Epistles  have  been  subjected  to  the  severest 
scrutiny,  and  many  of  the  ablest  critics  have  pronounced  them  to 
be  the  only  authentic  Epistles  of  Ignatius,  whilst  others,  who  do 
not  admit  that  even  these  are  genuine  letters  emanating  from 
Ignatius,  still  prefer  them  to  the  version  of  seven  Greek  Epistles, 
and  consider  them  the  most  ancient  form  of  the  letters  which  we 
possess.  As  early  as  the  sixteenth  century,  however,  the  strongest 
doubts  were  expressed  regarding  the  authenticity  of  any  of  the 
Epistles  ascribed  to  Ignatius.  The  Magdebiug  Centuriators  first 
attacked    them,   and   Calvin  declared  them  to  be  spurious,  an 
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opinion  fully  shared  by  Daill^  and  others ;  Chemnitz  r^arded 
them  with  suspicion ;  and  similar  doubts,  more  or  less  definite, 
were  expressed  throughout  the  seventeenth  century,  and  onward  to 
comparatively  recent  times,  although  the  means  of  forming  a 
judgment  were  not  then  so  complete  as  now.  That  the  Epistles 
were  interpolated  there  was  no  doubt.  Fuller  examination  and 
more  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  subject  have  confirmed 
earlier  doubts,  and  a  large  mass  of  critics  has  either  recognised 
that  the  authenticity  of  none  of  these  Epistles  can  be  established, 
or  that  they  can  only  be  considered  later  and  spurious  composi- 
tions. 

Omitting  for  the  present  the  so-called  Epistle  of  Polycarp  to  the 
Philippians,  the  earliest  reference  to  any  of  these  Epistles,  or  to 
Ignatius  himself,  is  made  by  Irenseus,  who  quotes  a  passage  which 
is  found  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans  (ch.  iv.),  without,  however, 
any  mention  of  name,  introduced  by  the  following  words :  "  As  a 
certain  man  of  ours  said,  being  condemned  to  the  wild  beasts  on 
account  of  his  testimony  to  God  :  *  I  am  the  wheat  of  God,  and 
by  the  teeth  of  beasts  I  am  ground,  that  I  may  be  found  pure 
bread.' "'  Origen  likewise  quotes  two  brief  sentences  which  he 
refers  to  Ignadus.  The  first  is  merely  :  "  But  my  love  is  crucified,"" 
which  is  likewise  found  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans  (ch.  vii.) ; 
and  the  other  quoted  as  "out  of  one  of  the  Epistles"  of  the 
martyr  Ignatius  :  "  From  the  Prince  of  this  world  was  concealed 
the  virginity  of  Mary,"3  which  is  found  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Ephesians  (ch.  xix.).  Eusebius  mentions  seven  Epistles,^  and 
quotes  one  passage  from  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans  (ch.  v.),  and 
a  few  words  from  an  apocryphal  Gospel  contained  in  the  Epistle 
to  the  Smymaeans  (ch.  iii.),  the  source  of  which  he  says  that  he 
does  not  know,  and  he  cites  from  Irenaeus  the  brief  quotation 
given  above,  and  refers  to  the  mention  of  the  Epistles  in  the  letter 
of  Polycarp,  which  we  reserve.  Elsewhere^  he  further  quotes  a 
short  sentence  found  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians  (ch.  xix.), 
part  of  which  had  previously  been  cited  by  Origen.  It  will  be 
observed  that  all  these  quotations,  with  the  exception  of  that  from 
Irenaeus,  are  taken  from  the  three  Epistles  which  exist  in  the 
Syriac  translation,  and  they  are  found  in  that  version ;  and  the 
first  occasion  on  which  any  passage  attributed  to  Ignatius  is  quoted 
which  is  not  in  the  Syriac  version  of  the  three  Epistles  occurs  in 
the  second  half  of  the  fourth  century,  when  Athanasius,  in  his 


'  Irenaeus,  jichf.  Har.^  v.  28,  §  4 ;  Eusebius,  H,  E.,  iii*  36.       Lardner 
expresses  a  doubt  whether  this  is  a  quotation  at  aU.    . 
•  Prolog,  in  Cantic.  Canticor. 
3  Horn.  vi.  in  Lucam.  ^  JI.  E,^  iii.  36. 

5  Quast,  ad  Steph.  ;  cf.  Cureton,  Corp,  Ign,^  p.  164. 
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Epistle  regarding  the  Synods  of  Arirainum  and  Selucia,*  quotes  a 
few  words  from  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians  (ch.  vii.) ;  but, 
although  foreign  to  the  Syriac  text,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  words 
are  at  least  from  a  form  of  one  of  the  three  Episties  which  exist  in 
that  version.  It  is  a  fact,  therefore,  that  up  to  the  second  half  of 
the  fourth  century  no  quotation  ascribed  to  Ignatius,  except  one 
by  Eusebius,  exists,  which  is  not  found  in  the  three  short  Syriac 
letters. 

As  we  have  already  remarked,  the  Syriac  version  of  the  three 
Epistles  is  very  much  shorter  than  the  shorter  Greek  version ;  the 
Epistle  to  the  Ephesians,  for  instance,  being  only  about  one-third 
of  the  length  of  the  Greek  text.  Those  who  still  maintain  the 
superior  authenticity  of  the  Greek  shorter  version  argue  that  the 
Syriac  is  an  epitome  of  the  Greek.  This  does  not,  however,  seem 
tenable  when  the  matter  is  carefully  examined.  Although  so 
much  is  absent  from  the  Syriac  version,  not  only  is  there  no 
interruption  of  the  sense,  and  no  obscurity  or  undue  curtness  in 
the  style,  but  the  Epistles  read  more  consecutively,  without  faults 
of  construction  or  grammar ;  and  passages  which  in  the  Greek 
text  were  confused,  and  almost  unintelligible,  have  become  quite 
clear  in  the  Syriac.  The  interpolations  of  the  text,  in  fact,  had 
been  so  clumsily  made  that  they  had  obscured  the  meaning,  and 
their  mere  omission,  without  any  other  alteration  of  grammatical 
construction,  has  restored  the  epistles  to  clear  and  simple  order. 
It  is,  moreover,  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  passages  which,  long 
before  the  discover)'  of  the  Syriac  epistles,  were  pointed  out  as 
chiefly  determining  that  the  epistles  were  spurious,  are  not  found 
in  the  Syriac  version  at  all.  Archbishop  Usher,  who  only 
admitted  the  authenticity  of  six  epistles,  showed  that  much 
interpolation  of  these  letters  took  place  in  the  sixth  century;^ 
but  this  very  fact  increases  the  probability  of  much  earlier  inter- 
polation also,  to  which  the  various  existing  versions  most  clearly 
point.  The  interpolations  can  be  explained  upon  the  most 
palpable  dogmatic  grounds,  but  not  so  the  omissions  upon  the 
hypothesis  that  the  Syriac  version  is  an  abridgment  made  upon 
any  distinct  dogmatic  principle,  for  that  which  is  allowed  to  remain 
renders  the  omissions  ineffectual  for  dogmatic  reasons.  There  is 
no  ground  of  interest,  therefore,  upon  which  the  portions  omitted 
and  retained  by  the  Syriac  version  can  be  intelligently  explained. 
Finally,  here,  we  may  mention  that  the  MSS.  of  the  three  Syriac 
epistles  are  more  ancient  by  some  centuries  than  those  of  any  of 
the  Greek  versions  of  the  Seven  epistles.  3  The  strongest  internal 
as  well  as  other  evidence,  into  which  space  forbids  our  going  in 

'  Opera,  Bened,  ed.,  i.,  p.  761. 
»  Dissert.,  ch.  vi.,  p.  xxxiii.  '3  Cureton,  The  Anc.  Syr,  Vers.,  p.  xl. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE  EPISTLES  OF  IGNATIUS  i6i 


detail,  has  led  the  majority  of  critics  to  recognise  the  Syriac 
version  as  the  most  ancient  form  of  the  letters  of  Ignatius  extant, 
and  this  is  admitted  by  many  of  those  who  nevertheless  deny  the 
authenticity  of  any  of  the  epistles.' 

Seven  Epistles  have  been  selected  out  of  fifteen  extant,  all 
equally  purporting  to  be  by  Ignatius,  simply  because  only  that 
number  was  mentioned  by  Eusebius,  from  whom,  for  the  first  time 
in  the  fourth  century,  except  the  general  reference  in  the  so- 
called  Epistle  of  Polycarp,  to  which  we  shall  presently  refer,  we 
hear  of  them.  Now,  neither  the  silence  of  Eusebius  regarding 
the  eight  Epistles,  nor  his  mention  of  the  seven,  can  have  much 
weight  in  deciding  the  question  of  their  authenticity.  The  only 
point  which  is  settled  by  the  reference  of  Eusebius  is  that,  at  the 
date  at  which  he  wrote,  seven  Epistles  were  known  to  him  which 
were  ascribed  to  Ignatius.  He  evidently  knew  litde  or  nothing 
regarding  the  man  or  the  Epistles  beyond  what  he  had  learnt  from 
themselves,  and  he  mentions  the  martyr-journey  to  Rome  as  a 
mere  report :  **It  is  said  that  he  was  conducted  from  Syria  to  Rome 
to  be  cast  to  wild  beasts  on  account  of  his  testimony  to  Christ."' 
It  would  be  unreasonable  to  argue  tliat  no  other  Episdes  existed 
simply  because  Eusebius  did  not  mention  them ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  would  be  still  more  unreasonable  to  affirm  that  the  seven 
Epistles  are  authentic  merely  because  Eusebius,  in  the  fourth 
century — that  is  to  say,  some  two  centuries  after  they  are  supposed 
to  have  been  written  —had  met  with  them.  Does  anyone  believe 
the  letter  of  Jesus  to  Abgarus,  Prince  of  Edessa,  to  be  genuine 
because  Eusebius  inserts  it  in  his  history^  as  an  authentic  docu- 
ment out  of  the  public  records  of  the  city  of  Edessa  ?  There  is, 
in  fact,  no  evidence  that  the  brief  quotations  of  Irenseus  and 
Origen  are  taken  from  either  of  the  extant  Greek  versions  of  the 
Epistles;  for,  as  we  have  mentioned,  they  exist  in  the  Syriac 
Epistles,  and  there  is  nothing  to  show  the  original  state  of  the 
letters  from  which  they  were  derived.  Nothing  is  more  certain 
than  the  fact  that,  if  any  writer  wished  to  circulate  letters  in  the 
name  of  Ignatius,  he  would  insert  such  passages  as  were  said  to  have 
been  quoted  from  genuine  Epistles  of  Ignatius,  and,  supposir^  those 
quotations  to  be  real,  all  that  could  be  inferred  on  finding  such  pas- 
sages would  be  that,  at  least,  so  much  might  be  genuine.  It  is  a  total 
mistake  to  suppose  that  the  seven  Epistles  mentioned  by  Eusebius 
have  been  transmitted  to  us  in  any  special  way.  These  Episdes 
are  mixed  up  in  the  Medicean  and  corresponding  ancient  Latin 

'  Regarding  the  Armenian  version,  see  Preface  to  6th  ed.,  p.  xliv.  ff. 
•  K6rfOi  y#x«  ToOror  dird  2uptot  irl  r^  '^vttudwr   xiXuf,    k.tSK.^  H.  E.^ 
m.  36. 

^£f.£.,l  13. 
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MSS.  with  the  other  eight  Epistles,  universally  announced  to  be 
spurious,  without  distinction  of  any  kind,  and  all  have  equal 
honour.  The  recognition  of  the  number  seven  may,  therefore,  be 
ascribed  simply  to  the  reference  to  them  by  Eusebius,  and  his 
silence  regarding  the  rest. 

What,  then,  is  the  position  of  the  so-called  Ignatian  Epistles  ? 
Towards  the  end  of  the  second  century,  Irenaeus  makes  a  very 
short  quotation  from  a  source  unnamed,  which  Eusebius,  in  the 
fourth  century,  finds  in  an  Epistle  attributed  to  Ignatius.  Origen, 
in  the  third  century,  quotes  a  very  few  words,  which  he  ascribes  to 
Ignatius,  although  without  definite  reference  to  any  particular 
Epfatle;  and  in  the  fourth  century  Eusebius  mentions  seven 
Epistles  ascribed  to  Ignatius.  There  is  no  other  evidence.  There 
are,  however,  fifteen  Epistles  extant  attributed  to  Ignatius, 
of  all  of  which,  with  the  exception  of  three  which  are  only 
known  in  a  Latin  version,  we  possess  both  Greek  and  Latin 
versions.  Of  seven  of  these  Epistles — and  they  are  those  men- 
tioned by  Eusebius — we  have  two  Greek  versions,  one  of  which  is 
very  much  shorter  than  the  other ;  and,  finally,  we  now  possess  a 
Syriac  version  of  three  Epistles  only,  in  a  form  still  shorter  than 
the  shorter  Greek  version,  in  which  are  found  all  the  quotations  of 
the  Fathers,  without  exception,  up  to  the  fourth  century.  Eight 
of  the  fifteen  Epistles  are  univer^ly  rejected  as  spurious.  The 
longer  Greek  version  of  the  remaining  seven  Epistles  is  almost 
unanimously  condemned  as  grossly  interpolated  ;  and  the  majority 
of  critics  recognise  that  the  shorter  Greek  version  is  also  much 
interpolated ;  whilst  the  Syriac  version,  which  so  far  as  MSS.  are 
concerned  is  by  far  the  most  ancient  text  of  any  of  the  letters 
which  we  possess,  reduces  their  number  to  three,  and  their 
contents  to  a  very  small  compass.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the 
majority  of  critics  have  expressed  doubt  more  or  less  strong 
regarding  the  authenticity  of  all  of  these  Epistles,  and  that  so 
la^e  a  number  have  repudiated  them  altogether.  One  thing  is 
quite  evident,  that  amidst  such  a  mass  of  falsification,  interpolation, 
and  fi^ud,  the  Ignatian  Epistles  cannot,  in  any  form,  be  considered 
evidence^on  any  important  point 

These  doubts,  however,  have  been  intensified  by  consideration 
of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Ignatian  Epistles  are  repre- 
sented as  having  been  composed.  They  profess  to  have  been 
written  by  Ignatius  during  his  journey  from  Antioch  to  Rome,  in 
the  custody  of  Roman  soldiers,  in  order  to  be  exposed  to  wild 
beasts,  the  form  of  martyrdom  to  which  he  had  been  condemned. 
The  writer  describes  the  circumstances  of  his  journey  as  follows  : 
"  From  Syria  even  unto  Rome  I  fight  with  wild  beasts,  by  sea  and 
by  land,  by  night  and  day ;  being  bound  amongst  ten  leopards, 
which  are  the  band  of  soldiers,  who,  even  receiving  b^efits, 
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become  worse."'  Now,  if  this  account  be  in  the  least  degree 
true,  how  is  it  possible  to  suppose  that  the  martyr  could  have 
found  means  to  write  so  many  Icxig  Epistles,  entering  minutely 
into  dogmatic  teaching,  and  expressing  the  most  ddiberate  and 
advanced  views  regarding  ecclesiastical  government  ?  Indeed,  it 
may  be  asked  why  Ignatius  should  have  considered  it  necessary  in 
such  a  journey,  even  if  the  possibility  be  for  a  moment  conceded, 
to  address  such  Epistles  to  communities  and  individuals  to  whom, 
by  the  showing  of  the  letters  themsdves,  he  had  just  had  oppor- 
tunities of  addressing  his  counsels  in  person.  The  Epistles  them- 
selves bear  none  of  the  marks  of  composition  under  such 
circumstances,  and  it  is  impossible  to  sui^x)se  that  soldiers,  such 
as  the  quotation  above  describes,  would  allow  a  prisoner,  con* 
demned  to  wild  beasts  for  professing  Chrisdanity,  deliberately  to 
write  long  Epistles  at  every  stage  of  his  journey,  promulgating  the 
very  doctrines  for  which  he  was  condemned  And  not  only  this, 
but  on  his  way  to  martyrdom,  he  has,  according  to  the  Epistles,* 
perfect  freedom  to  see  his  friends.  He  receives  the  bishops, 
deacons,  and  members  of  various  Christian  communities,  who  come 
with  greetings  to  him,  and  devoted  followers  accompany  him  on 
his  journey.  All  this  without  hindrance  &om  the  "  ten  leopards," 
of  whose  cruelty  he  complains,  and  without  persecution  or  harm 
to  those  who  so  openly  declare  themselves  his  friends  and  fellow- 
believers.     The  whole  story  is  absc^utdy  incredible. 

Against  these  objections  Dr.  -Lightfoot  advances  arguments, 
derived  from  Zahn,  r^arding  the  Roman  procedure  in  cases  that 
are  said  to  be  "known."  These  cases,  however,  are  neither 
analogous  nor  have  they  the  force  which  is  assumed.  That 
Christians  imprisoned  for  their  religious  belief  should  receive  their 
nourishment,  while  in  prison,  from  friends,  is  anything  but  extra- 
ordinary, and  that  bribes  should  secure  access  to  them  in  many 
caseS)  and  some  mitigaticHi  of  suffering,  is  possible.  The  case  c^ 
Isnatius,  however,  is  very  different  If  the  meaning  of  ot  koI 
€V€py€Tovfuvoi  xc^povs  yCvoyrai  be  that,  although  receiving  bribes, 
the  "  ten  leopards  "  only  became  more  cruel,  the  very  reverse  of  the 
leniency  and  mild  treatment  ascribed  to  the  Roman  procedure  is 
described  by  the  writer  himself  as  actually  taking  place,  and 
certainly  no^ng  approaching  a  parallel  to  the  correspondence  of 
pseudo-Ignatius  can  be  p<»nted  out  in  any  known  instance.  The 
case  of  Saturus  and  Perpetua,  even  if  true,  is  no  confirmation,  the 


'  *Air6  ^vplas  fUxp^  *P(6jUi7r  OrjpwfJMX^  '(^  yV9  xal  $dXd<r<njSy  PVKrbi  koI  iifUtpas, 

Xtlpovs  ybforrat,     Ep.  Ad,  Rom,^  v. 

*  Cf*  ad  Ephe5»^  i.  ii.,  ad  Mantes,  ii.   xv.,  ad  Trail,  i.,  ad  Rom.  x.,  ad 
Philaddph,  xi.,  ad  Smym.  x.  xiii.,  etc. 
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circumstances  being  very  different;'  but,  in  fact,  tha^  is  no 
evidence  whatever  that  the  extant  history  was  written  by  either  of 
them,»  but,  on  the  contrary,  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  not 

Dr.  Lightfoot  advances  the  instance  of  Paul  as  a  case  in  point 
of  a  Christian  prisoner  treated  with  great  consideration,  and  who 
"  writes  letters  freely,  receives  visits  from  his  friends,  communicates 
with  churches  and  individuals  as  he  desires."^  It  is  scarcely 
possible  to  imagine  two  cases  more  dissimilar  than  those  of 
pseudo-Ignatius  and  Paul,  as  narrated  in  the  "Acts  of  the 
Apostles,"  although  doubtless  the  story  of  the  former  has  been 
framed  upon  some  of  the  lines  of  the  latter.  Whilst  Ignatius  is 
condemned  to  be  cast  to  the  wild  beasts  as  a  Christian,  Paul  is 
not  condemned  at  all,  but  stands  in  the  position  of  a  Roman 
citizen,  rescued  from  infuriated  Jews  (xxiii.  27),  repeatedly  declared 
by  his  judges  to  have  done  nothing  worthy  of  death  or  of  bonds 
(xxv.  25,  xxvi.  31),  and  who  might  have  been  set  at  liberty  but 
that  he  had  appealed  to  Caesar  (xxv.  11  f,,  xxvi.  32).  His  posi- 
tion was  one  which  secured  the  sympathy  of  the  Roman  soldiers. 
Ignatius  "  fights  with  beasts  from  Syria  even  unto  Rome,"  and  is 
cruelly  treated  by  his  "ten  leopards";  but  Paul  is  represented  as 
receiving  very  different  treatment.  Felix  commands  that  his  own 
people  should  be  allowed  to  come  and  minister  to  him  (xxiv.  23), 
and  when  the  voyage  is  commenced  it  is  said  that  Julius,  who  had 
charge  of  Paul,  treated  him  courteously,  and  gave  him  liberty  to 
go  to  see  his  friends  at  Sidon  (xxvii.  3).  At  Rome  he  was  allowed 
to  live  by  himself  with  a  single  soldier  to  guard  him  ^xxviii.  16! 
and  he  continued  for  two  years  in  his  own  hired  house  (xxviii.  2S). 
These  circumstances  are  totally  different  from  those  under  which 
the  Epistles  of  Ignatius  are  said  to  have  been  written. 

"  But  the  most  powerful  testimony,"  Dr.  Lightfoot  goes  on  to 
say,  "is  derived  from  the  representations  of  a  heathen  writer."-* 
The  case  of  Peregrinus,  to  which  he  refers,  seems  to  us  even  more 
unfortunate  than  that  of  Paul.  Of  Peregrinus  himself,  historically, 
we  really  know  little  or  nothing,  for  the  account  of  Ludan  is 
scarcely  received  by  anyone  as  serious.  Lucian  narrates  that  this 
Peregrinus  Proteus,  a  cynic  philosopher,  having  been  guilty  of 
parricide  and  other  crimes,  found  it  convenient  to  leave  his  own 
country.  In  the  course  of  his  travels  he  fell  in  with  Christians 
and  learnt  their  doctrines,  and,  according  to  Lucian,  the  Christians 
soon  were  mere  children  in  his  hands,  so  that  he  became  in  his 
own  person  "  prophet,  high  priest,  and  ruler  of  a  synagogue "; 


*  Ruinart,  Acta  Mart.,  p.  137  ff.  ;  cf.  Baronius,  Mart.  I^om,,  1631,  p.  152. 
'  Cf.  Lardner,  Credibihtyy  etc.,  Works,  Ki.,  p.  3. 

*  Contemporary  Review ,  February,  1875,  p.  349. 
*/^.,p.  350. 
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and,  further,  '^  they  spoke  of  him  as  a  god,  used  him  as  a  law^ 
giver,  and  elected  him  as  their  chief  man."'  After  a  time  he  was 
put  in  prison  for  his  new  faith,  which,  Lucian  sa3^  was  a  real 
service  to  him  afterwards  in  his  impostures.  During  the  time  he 
was  in  prison  he  is  said  to  have  received  those  services  from 
Christians  which  Dr.  Lightfoot  quotes.  Peregrinus  was  subsequently 
set  at  liberty  by  the  Governor  of  Syria,  who  loved  philosophy,* 
and  travelled  about,  living  in  great  comfort  at  the  e3q)ense  of  the 
Christians,  until  at  last  they  quarrelled,  in  consequence,  Lucian 
thinks,  of  his  eating  some  forbidden  food.  Finally,  Peregrinus 
ended  his  career  by  throwing  himself  into  the  flames  of  a  hineral 
pile  during  the  Olympian  games.  An  earthquake  is  said  to  have 
taken  place  at  the  time  ;  a  vulture  flew  out  from  the  pile,  crying 
out  with  a  human  voice ;  and  shortly  after  Peregrinus  rose  again, 
and  appeared  clothed  in  white  raiment,  unhurt  by  the  fire. 

Now,  this  writing,  of  which  we  have  given  the  barest  sketch,  is 
a  direct  satire  upon  Christians,  or  even,  as  Baur  affirms,  "  a  parody 
of  the  history  of  Jesus."3  There  are  no  means  of  ascertaining 
that  any  of  the  events  of  the  Christian  career  of  Peregrinus  were 
true ;  but  it  is  obvious  that  Lucian's  policy  was  to  exaggerate  the 
focility  of  access  to  prisoners,  as  well  as  the  assiduity  and  attention 
of  the  Christians  to  Peregrinus,  the  ease  with  which  they  were 
duped  being  the  chief  point  of  the  satire* 

There  is  another  circumstance  which  must  be  mentioned 
Lucian's  account  of  Peregrinus  is  claimed  by  supporters  of  the 
Ignatian  ^istles  as  eviderKc  for  them.4  "  The  singular  corres* 
pondence  in  this  narrative  with  the  account  of  Ignatius,  combined 
with  aome  striking  coincidences  of  expression,"  they  argue,  show 
"  that  Lucian  was  acquainted  with  the  Ignatian  history,  if  not  with 
the  Ignatian  letters."  These  are  the  words  of  Dr.  Lightfoot, 
although  he  guards  himself,  in  referring  to  this  argument,  by  the 
wcnrds,  "if  it  be  true,"  and  does  not  express  his  own  opinion ;  but 
he  goes  on  to  say :  "At  all  events  it  is  conclusive  for  the  matter 
in  hand,  as  showing  that  Christian  prisoners  were  treated  in  the 
very  way  described  in  these  Episdes."5  On  the  contrary,  it  is  in 
no  case  conclusive  of  anything.  If  it  were  true  that  Lucian 
employed,  as  the  basis  of  his  sadre,  the  Ignatian  Epistles  and 
Majtyrology,  it  is  dear  that  his  narrative  cannot  be  used  as  inde- 
pendent testimony  for  the  truth  of  the  statements  regarding  the 
treatment  of  Clmstian  prisoners.  On  the  other  luund,  as  this 
cannot  be  shown,  his  story  remains  a  mere  satire,  with  very  little 

*  j[>e  Morte  Peregr,^  ii.  «  /^.,  14. 

3  Gesck,  chr,  Kirche^  i.,  p.  410  f. 

^  See,  for  instance,  Densinger,  Ueber  die  Aechtheit  d,  disA,     Ttxtes  d,  Tgnat, 
BrUfe,  1S49,  p.  87  fit: ;  Zahn,  Ignaims  v.  Ant,^  1873,  p.  517  flF. 
5  Contemporary  Review y  February,  1875,  P*  35©  f* 
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historical  value.  Apart  from  all  this,  however,  the  case  of 
Peregrinus,  a  man  confined  in  prison  for  a  short  time,  under  a 
£sLVOurable  governor,  and  not  pursued  with  any  severity,  is  no 
parallel  to  that  of  Ignatius,  condemned  ad  destiaSy  and,  according 
to  his  own  express  statement,  cruelly  treated  by  the  "  ten  leopards  "; 
and,  further,  the  liberty  of  pseudo-Ignatius  must  greatly  have 
exceeded  all  that  is  said  of  Peregrinus,  if  he  was  able  to  write 
such  Epistles,  and  hold  such  free  intercourse  as  they  represent 

There  seems  to  be  good  reason  for  believing  that  Ignatius  was 
not  sent  to  Rome  at  all,  but  suffered  martyrdom  in  Antioch  itself 
on  the  2oth  December  a.d.  115,  being  condemned  to  be  cast  to 
wild  beasts  in  the  amphitheatre,  in  consequence  of  the  fanatical 
excitement  produced  by  the  earthquake  which  occurred  on  the 
13th  of  that  month.  There  are  no  less  than  three  martyrologies 
of  Ignatius  giving  an  account  of  the  martyr's  supposed  journey 
fix>m  Antioch  to  Rome,  but  these  can  have  no  weight,  as  they  are 
all  recognised  to  be  mere  idle  l^ends,  of  whose  ^stence  we  do 
not  hear  till  a  very  late  period. 

We  shall  briefly  state  the  case  for  holding  that  the  martyrdom 
took  place  in  Antioch,  and  not  in  Rome.  The  Ignatian  Epistles 
and  martyrologies  set  forth  that,  during  a  general  persecution  of 
Christians,  in  Syria  at  least,  Ignatius  was  condemned  by  Trajan, 
when  he  wintered  in  Antioch  during  the  Parthian  War,  to  be 
taken  to  Rome  and  cast  to  wild  beasts  in  the  amphitheatre. 
Whoi  we  inquire  whether  these  facts  are  supported  by  historical 
data,  the  reply  is  emphatically  adverse.  All  that  is  known  of  the 
treatment  of  Christians  during  the  reign  of  Trajan,  as  well  as  of 
the  character  of  the  Emperor,  is  opposed  to  the  supposition  that 
Ignatius  could  have  be^i  condemned  by  Trajan  himself,  or  even 
by  a  provincial  governor,  to  be  taken  to  Rome  and  there  cast  to 
the  beasts.  It  is  well  known  that,  under  Trajan,  there  was  no 
general  persecution  of  Christians,  although  there  may  have  been 
instances  in  which  prominent  members  of  the  body  were  either 
punished  or  fell  victims  to  popular  fury  and  superstition.'  An 
instance  of  this  kind  was  the  martyrdom  of  Simeon,  Bishop  of 
Jerusalem,  reported  by  H^esippus.  He  was  not  condemned 
cid  besHaSy  however,  and  much  less  deported  to  Rome  for  the 
purpose.  Why  should  Ignatius  have  been  so  exceptionally 
treated?  In  fexrt,  even  during  the  persecutions  under  Marcus 
Aurelius,  although  Christians  in  Syria  were  frequently  enough 
cast  to  the  beasts,  there  is  no  instance  recorded  in  which  anyone 
condemned  to  this  fate  was  sent  to  Rome.     Such  a  sentence  is 


'  Milman  says  :  **  Excepting  of  Ignatius,  probaUy  of  Simeon  of  Jerusalem, 
there  is  no  authentic  martyrdom  in  the  reign  of  Trajan." — Hist,  of  Chris- 
tianity ^  1867,  ii.,  p.  103  note. 
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quite  at  variance  with  the  dement  character  of  Trajan  and  his 
principles  of  government  Neander,  in  a  passage  quoted  by 
Baur,  says  :  "  As  he  (Trajan),  like  Pliny,  consider^  Christianity 
mere  fanaticism,  he  also  probably  thought  that  if  seventy  were 
combined  with  clemency,  if  too  much  noise  were  not  made  about 
it,  the  open  demonstration  not  left  unpunished,  but  also  minds  not 
stirred  up  by  persecution,  fanatical  enthusiasm  would  more  easily 
cool  down,  and  the  matter  by  degrees  come  to  an  end."'  This 
was  certainly  the  policy  which  mainly  characterised  his  reign. 
Now,  not  only  would  such  a  severe  sentence  have  been  contrary  to 
such  principles,  but  the  agitation  excited  would  have  been 
enormously  increased  by  sending  the  martyr  a  long  journey  by 
land  through  Asia,  and  allowing  him  to  pass  through  some  of 
the  princi{^  cities,  hold  constant  intercourse  with  the  various 
Christian  communities,  and  address  long  epistles  to  them.  With 
the  fervid  desire  for  martyrdom  then  prevalent,  such  a  journey 
would  have  been  a  triumphal  progress,  spreading  everywhere 
excitement  and  enthusiasm.  It  may  not  be  out  of  place,  as  an 
indication  of  the  results  of  impartial  examination,  to  point  out 
that  Neander's  inability  to  accept  the  Ignatian  epistles  largely 
rests  on  his  disbelief  of  the  whole  tradition  of  this  sentence  and 
martyr-journey.  "  We  do  not  recognise  the  Emperor  Trajan  in 
this  narrative  "  (the  martyrology),  he  says,  *'  therefore  cannot  but 
doubt  everything  which  is  related  by  this  document,  as  well  as 
that,  during  this  reign.  Christians  can  have  been  cast  to  the  wild 
beasts."' 

If,  for  a  moment,  we  suppose  that,  instead  of  being  condemned 
by  Trajan  himself,  Ignatius  received  his  sentence  from  a  provincial 
governor,  the  story  does  not  gain  greater  probability.  It  is  not 
credible  that  such  an  official  would  have  ventured  to  act  so  much 
in  opposition  to  the  spirit  of  the  Emperor's  government  Besides, 
if  such  a  governor  did  pronounce  so  severe  a  sentence,  why  did 
he  not  execute  it  in  Antioch  ?  Why  send  the  prisoner  to  Rome  ? 
By  doing  so  he  made  all  the  more  conspicuous  a  severity  which 
was  not  likely  to  be  pleasing  to  the  clement  Trajan.  The  cruelty 
which  dictated  a  condemnation  ad  bestias  would  have  been  more 
gratified  by  execution  on  the  spot.  The  transport  to  Rome  is  in 
no  case  credible,  and  the  utmost  that  can  be  admitted  is  that 
Ignatius,  like  Simeon  of  Jerusalem,  may  have  been  condemned  to 
dieath  during  this  reign,  more  especially  if  the  event  be  associated 
with  some  sudden  outbreak  of  superstitious  fury  against  the 
Christians,  to  which  the  martyr  may  at  once  have  fallen  a  victim. 
We  are  not  without  indications  of  such  a  cause  operating  in  the 
case  of  Ignatius. 

'  K,  G.y  1842,  L,  p.  171.  '  //a,  p.  172  anm. 
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It  is  generally  admitted  that  the  date  of  Trajan's  visit  to  Antioch 
is  A.D.  115,  when  he  wintered  there  during  the  Parthian  war.  An 
earthquake  occurred  on  the  13th  of  December  of  that  year,  which 
was  well  calculated  to  excite  popular  superstition.  It  may  not  be 
out  of  place  to  quote  here  the  account  of  the  earthquake  given 
by  Dean  Mil  man,  who,  although  he  mentions  a  different  date,  and 
adheres  to  the  martyrdom  in  Rome,  still  associates  the  condemna- 
tion of  Ignatius  with  the  earthquake.  He  says :  "  Nevertheless, 
at  that  time  there  were  circumstances  which  account  with  singular 

likelihood  for  that  sudden  outburst  of  persecution  in  Antioch 

At  this  very  time  an  earthquake,  more  than  usually  terrible  and 
destructive,  shook  the  cities  of  the  East.  Antioch  suffered  its 
most  appalling  ravages — Antioch,  crowded  with  the  legionaries 
prepared  for  the  Emperor's  invasion  of  the  East,  with  ambassadors 
and  tributary  kings  from  all  parts  of  the  East.  The  city  shook 
through  all  its  streets;  houses,  palaces,  theatres,  temples  fell 
crashing  down.  Many  were  killed  :  the  Consul  Pedo  died  of  his 
hurts.  The  Emperor  himself  hardly  escaped  through  a  window, 
and  took  refuge  in  the  Circus,  where  he  passed  some  days  in  the 
open  air.  Whence  this  terrible  blow  but  from  the  wrath  of  the 
Gods,  who  must  be  appeased  by  unusual  sacrifices  ?  This  was 
towards  the  end  of  January;  early  in  February  the  Christian 
Bishop,  Ignatius,  was  arrested.  We  know  how,  during  this 
century,  at  every  period  of  public  calamity,  whatever  that  calamity 
might  be,  the  cry  of  the  panic-stricken  Heathens  was,  *The 
Christians  to  the  lions  !'  It  may  be  that,  in  Trajan's  humanity, 
in  order  to  prevent  a  general  massacre  by  the  infuriated  populace, 
or  to  give  greater  solemnity  to  the  sacrifice,  the  execution  was 
ordered  to  take  place,  not  in  Antioch,  but  in  Rome."'  These 
reasons,  on  the  contrary,  render  execution  in  Antioch  infinitely 
more  probable.  To  continue,  however  :  the  earthquake  occurred 
on  the  13th,  and  the  martyrdom  of  Ignatius  took  place  on  the 
20th  of  December,  just  a  week  after  the  earthquake.  His  remains, 
as  we  know  from  Chrysostom  and  others,  were  interred  at  Antioch. 
The  natural  inference  is  that  the  martyrdom,  the  only  part  of  the 
Ignatian  story  which  is  credible,  occurred  not  in  Rome,  but  in 
Antioch  itself,  in  consequence  of  the  superstitious  fury  against  the 
aO€oi  aroused  by  the  earthquake. 

We  must  now  go  more  into  the  details  of  the  brief  statements 
just  made,  and  here  we  come  to  John  Malalas.  In  the  first  place 
he  mentions  the  occurrence  of  the  earthquake  on  the  13th  of 
December.  We  shall  quote  Dr.  Lightfoot's  own  rendering  of  his 
further  important  narrarive.     He  says  :— 

"  The  words  of  John  Malalas  are  : 

'  JItst.  of  Christianity,  ii.,  p.  loi  f. 
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"  The  same  king  Trajan  was  residing  in  the  same  dty  (Andocfa)  when  the 
visitation  of  God  (1^.,  the  earthquake)  occurred.  And  at  that  time  the  holy 
Ignatius,  the  bishop  of  the  city  of  Antioch,  was  martyred  (or  bore  testimony, 
ifiLa/mjfni<T€)  before  him  (eVi  avroO) ;  for  he  was  exasperated  against  him 
because  he  reviled  him.'"' 

Dr.  Lightfoot  endeavours  in  every  way  to  discredit  this  state- 
ment. He  argues  that  Malalas  tells  foolish  stories  about  other 
matters,  and,  therefore,  is  not  to  be  believed  here ;  but  so  simple 
a  piece  of  information  may  well  be  correctly  conveyed  by  a  writer 
who  elsewhere  may  record  stupid  traditions."  If  the  narrative  of 
foolish  stories  and  fabulous  traditions  is  to  exclude  belief  in 
everything  else  stated  by  those  who  relate  them,  the  whole  of  the 
Fathers  are  disposed  of  at  one  fell  swoop,  for  they  all  do  so.  Then 
Dr.  Lightfoot  actually  makes  use  of  the  following  extraordinary 
argument  to  explain  away  the  statement  of  Malalas  : — 

'*  But  it  may  be  wc^h  while  adding  that  the  error  of  Malalas  is  capable 
of  easy  explanation.  He  has  probably  misinterpreted  some  earlier  authority, 
whose  language  lent  itself  to  misinterpretation.  The  words  fiaprvocTp,  juuip- 
rvpla,  which  were  afterwards  used  especially  of  martyrdom,  had  in  ttie  earlier 
ages  a  wider  sense,  including  other  modes  of  witnessing  to  the  faith:  the 
expression  M  TpaUww  again  is  ambiguous  and  might  denote  either  *  during 
the  reign  of  Trajan '  or  *  in  the  presence  of  Trajan.'  A  blundering  writer  like 
Malals^  might  have  stumbled  over  either  expression. '*3 

It  would  be  difficult,  indeed,  to  show  that  the  words  fuifyrvpeiv, 
fkaprvpui,  afaready  used  in  that  sense  in  the  New  Testament,  were 
not,  at  the  date  itt  which  any  record  of  the  martyrdom  of  Ignatius 
which  Malalas  could  have  had  before  him  was  written,  employed 
to  express  martyrdom  when  applied  to  such  a  case^  ^  Dr.  Light- 
foot, indeed,  has  in  the  first  instance  rendered  the  phrase.  Even 
2^hn,  whom  Dr.  Lightfoot  so  implicitly  follows,  emphatically 
decides  against  him  on  both  points.  "  The  hrl  avrov  together 
with  rare  can  only  signify  ^  coram  Trajano '  (*  in  the  presence  of 
Trajan'),  and  €fmpTVfnfa'€  only  the  execution."^  Let  anyone 
simply  read  over  Dr.  Lightfoot's  own  rendering,  which  we  have 
quoted  above,  and  he  will  see  that  Malalas  seems  excellently 
well,  and  directly,  to  have  interpreted  his  earlier  authority. 

lliat  the  statement  of  Malalas  does  not  agree  with  the  reports 
of  the  Fathers  is  no  real  objection,  for  we  have  good  reason  to 
believe  that  none  of  them  had  information  from  any  other  source 
than  the  Ignatian  Epistles  themselves,  or  tradition.  Eusebins 
evidentiy  had  not  Ireneeus,  Origen,  and  some  later  Fathers 
tell  us  nothing  about  him.  Jerome  and  Chrysostom  clearly  take 
their  accounts  from  these  sources.  Malalas  is  the  first  who,  by 
his  variation,  proves  that  he  had  another  and  difTerent  authority 

»  P.  276  (ed.  Bonn),  Contemporary  Review^  February,  1875,  p.  352. 

"  Jf>'*  P-  353  f-  ^  J^-i  P-  353  f'  *  IgnoHus  v.  Ant.,  p.  66,  anm.  3. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


I70  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 

before  him,  and,  in  abandoning  the  martyr-joumey  to  Rome,  his 
account  has  infinitely  greater  apparent  probability.  Malalas  lived 
at  Antioch,  which  adds  some  weight  to  his  statement.  It  is 
objected  that  so,  also,  did  Chrysostom,  and  at  an  earlier  period, 
and  yet  he  repeats  the  Roman  story.  This,  however,  is  no  valid 
argument  against  Malalas.  Chrysostom  was  too  good  a  Church- 
man to  doubt  the  story  of  Epistles  so  much  tending  to  edification, 
which  were  in  wide  circulation,  and  had  been  quoted  by  earlier 
Fathers.  It  is  in  no  way  surprising  that,  some  two  centuries  and 
a  half  after  the  martyrdom,  he  should  quietly  have  accepted  the 
representations  of  the  Epistles  purporting  to  have  been  written  by 
the  martyr  himself,  and  that  their  story  should  have  shaped  the 
prevailing  tradition. 

The  remains  of  Ignatius,  as  we  are  informed  by  Chrysostom 
and  Jerome,  long  remained  interred  in  the  cemetery  of  Antioch, 
but  finally — in  the  time  of  Theodosius,  it  is  said — were  translated 
with  great  pomp  and  ceremony  to  a  building  which,  such  is  the 
irony  of  events,  had  previously  been  a  Temple  of  Fortune.  The 
story  told,  of  course,  is  that  the  relics  of  the  martyr  had  been 
carefully  collected  in  the  Coliseum  and  carried  from  Rome 
to  Antioch.  After  reposing  there  for  some  centuries,  the  relics, 
which  are  said  to  have  been  transported  from  Rome  to  Antioch, 
were,  about  the  seventh  century,  carried  back  from  Antioch  to 
Rome.*  The  natural  and  more  simple  conclusion  is  that,  instead 
of  this  double  translation,  the  bones  of  Ignatius  had  always 
remained  in  Andoch,  where  he  had  suffered  martyrdom,  and  the 
tradition  that  they  had  been  brought  back  from  Rome  was  merely 
the  explanation  which  reconciled  the  fact  of  their  actually  being  in 
Antioch  with  the  legend  of  the  Ignatian  Epistles. 

The  2oth  of  December  is  the  date  assigned  to  the  death  of 
Ignatius  in  the  Martyrology,"  and  Zahn  admits  that  this  interpre- 
tation is  undeniable.3  Moreover,  the  anniversary  of  his  death  was 
celebrated  on  that  day  in  the  Greek  churches  and  throughout  the 
East.  In  the  Latin  Church  it  is  kept  on  the  ist  of  February. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  this  was  the  day  of  the  translation 
of  the  relics  to  Rome,  and  this  was  evidently  the  view  of  Ruinart, 
who,  although  he  could  not  positively  contradict  the  views  of  his 
own  Church,  says:  ^^ Ignatii fistum  Graeci  vigesima  die  mensis 
Decembris  celebrant^  quo  ipsum  ftissum  fuisse  Acta  testantur  ;  Laiini 
vera  die  prima  Februarii^  an  ob  aliquam  sacrarum  ejus  re&guiarum 

*  I  need  not  refer  to  the  statement  of  Nicephorus  that  these  relics  were 
first  brought  from  Rome  to  Constantinople  and  afterwards  translated  to 
Antioch. 

'  Ruinart,  Acta  Mart)  pp.  59,  69. 

3  Ignatius  v.  Ant. ,  p.  68. 
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translationem  t  plure$  cnimjuisse  constatr^  Zahn*  states  that  the 
Feast  of  the  translation  in  later  calendars  was  celebrated  on  the 
29th  of  January,  and  he  points  out  the  evident  ignorance  which 
prevailed  in  the  West  r^;arding  Ignatius.^ 

On  the  one  hand,  therefore,  all  the  historical  data  which  we 
possess  regarding  the  reign  and  character  of  Trajan  discredit  the 
story  that  Ignatius  was  sent  to  Rome  to  be  exposed  to  beasts  in  the 
Coliseum  \  and  all  the  positive  evidence  which  exists,  independent 
of  the  Epistles  themselves,  tends  to  establish  the  £act  that  he 
suffered  martyrdom  in  Antioch  itself.  On  the  other  hand,  all  the 
evidence  which  is  offered  for  the  statement  that  Ignatius  was  sent 
to  Rome  is  more  or  less  directly  based  upon  the  representations  of 
the  letters,  the  authenticity  of  which  is  in  discussion,  and  it  is  sur- 
rounded with  improbabilities  of  every  kind. 

We  might  well  spare  our  readers  the  trouble  of  examining 
further  the  contents  of  the  Epistles  themselves,  for  it  is  manifest 
that  they  cannot  afibrd  testimony  of  any  value  on  the  subject  oS. 
our  inquiry.  We  shall,  however,  briefly  point  out  all  the  passages 
contaiiied  in  the  seven  Greek  Epistles  which  have  any  bearing 
i^XMi  our  Synoptic  Gospels,  in  order  that  their  exact  position  may 
be  more  fully  appreciated.  Tischendorf*  refers  to  a  passage  in  the 
Epistle  to  the  Romans,  c.  vi.,  as  a  verbal  quotation  of  Matt,  xvi 
26,  but  he  neither  gives  the  context  nor  states  the  facts  of  the  case. 
The  passage  reads  as  follows  :  '^  The  pleasures  of  the  world  shall 
profit  me  nothii^  nor  the  kingdoms  of  this  time ;  it  is  better  for 
me  to  die  for  Jesus  Christ  than  to  reign  over  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
For  what  is  a  man  profited  if  he  gain  the  whole  world  but  lose  his 
soul  ?"5  Now,  this  quotation  not  only  is  not  found  in  the  Syriac 
version  of  the  Episde,  but  it  is  also  omitted  from  the  ancient  Latin 
version,  and  is  absent  from  the  passage  in  the  work  of  Timotheus 
of  Alexandria  against  the  Council  of  Chalcedon,  and  from  other 
authorities.     It  is  evidently  a  later  addition,  and  is  recognised  as 

'  Ruinart,  Acta  Mart,,  p.  56.  Baronios  makes  the  anniversary  of  the 
martyrdom  1st  February,  and  that  of  the  translation  17th  December.  Mart. 
Rotn.y  p.  87,  p.  766  ff. 

^  Ignatius  v.  Ant, ,  p.  27,  p.  68,  anm.  2. 

3  There  is  no  sufficient  evidence  for  the  statement  that  in  Chrysostom*s 
time  the  day  dedicated  to  Ignatius  was  in  June.  The  mere  allusion,  in  a 
Homily  dehvered  in  honour  of  Ignatius,  that  **  recently "  the  feast  of  Sta. 
Pelagia  (in  the  Latin  Gilendar  9th  Tune)  had  been  celebrated,  by  no  means 
justifies  such  a  conclusion  and  there  is  nothing  else  to  establish  it. 

*  fVann  wurden,  u.  s.  w,,  p.  22. 

5  O^r  jM  i^^eXVct  tA  ripara  tov  Kda-fioVf  odSi  al  pa<ri\eTai  toO  aUairot 
To&rov.  Ka\6p  /mx  iwodawti^  8id  XfMrbif  lifo-oihr,  ^)  ^tiffiXt^tu^  rOif  xepdrvv  rift 
yijs.  Ti  7Ap  <&^Xe<roi  AwBpuroSy  iiuf  xepi^  ri»  KdafjLW  5Xor,  tH^f  8i  rf^vx^r 
aSroO  i)iffuu0i  ;  c.  vi. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


172 


SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 


such  by  most  critics.'  It  was  probably  a  gloss,  which  subsequently 
was  inserted  in  the  text.  Of  these  facts,  however,  Tischendorf 
does  not  say  a  word.* 

The  next  passage  to  which  he  refers  is  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Smymaeans,  c.  i.,  where  the  writer  says  of  Jesus,  "  He  was  baptised 
by  John  in  order  that  all  righteousness  might  be  fulfilled  by 
Him,"3  which  Tischendorf  considers  a  reminiscence  of  Matt  iii, 
15,  "  For  thus  it  becometh  us  to  fulfil  all  righteousness."^  The 
phrase,  besides  being  no  quotation,  has,  again,  all  the  appearance 
of  being  an  addition  ;  and  when  in  ch.  iii.  of  the  same  Epistle  we 
find  a  palpable  quotation  from  an  apocryphal  Gospel,  which 
Jerome  states  to  be  the  "  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,"  to 
which  we  shall  presently  refer,  a  Gospel  which  we  know  to  have 
contained  the  baptism  of  Jesus  by  John,  it  is  not  possible,  even  if 
the  Epistle  were  genuine,  which  it  is  not,  to  base  any  such  con- 
clusion upon  these  words.  There  is  not  only  the  alternative  of 
tradition,  but  the  use  of  the  same  apocryphal  Gospel,  elsewhere 
quoted  in  the  Epistle,  as  the  source  of  the  reminiscence. 

Tischendorf  does  not  point  out  any  more  supposed  references 
to  our  Synoptic  Gospels,  but  we  proceed  to  notice  all  the  other 
passages  which  have  been  indicated  by  others.  In  the  Epistle  to 
Polycarp,  c.  ii.,  the  following  sentence  occurs  :  "  Be  thou  wise  as 
the  serpent  in  everything,  and  harmless  as  the  dove."  This  is,  of 
course,  compared  with  Matt  x.  16,  "  Be  ye  therefore,  wise  as 
serpents,  and  innocent  as  doves."  The  Greek  of  both  is  as 
follows : — 


Epistle. 
Axipaios  u>r  ^  wtpurrepA, 


Matt.  x.  16. 

riP€ff$€  odv  tl>piinfioi  u)S  ol  6^ii^  Kal 
AKipaioi  L^s  al  TrtfMrepalf 

In  the  Syriac  version  the  passage  reads,  "  Be  thou  wise  as  the 
serpent  in  everything,  and  harmless  as  to  those  things  which  are 
requisite  as  the  dove."^  It  is  unnecessary  to  add  that  no  source  is 
indicated  for  the  reminiscence.  Ewald  assigns  this  part  of  our 
first  Gospel  originally  to  the  Spruchsammlung,  and,  even  apart 
from  the  variations  presented  in  the  Epistle,  there  is  nothing  to 

'  Anger,  Synops.  Ev,^  p.  119  f .  ;  Cureton,  Ancunt  Syriac  Version^  etc., 
p.  42  ff.  ;  Dressel,  PcUr,  Ap,,  p.  170;  Grabe,  Spicil  Pair,,  ii.,  p.  16; 
Jacobson,  Patr,  Ap»y  ii.,  p.  402 ;  Kirchiiofer,  QtulUnsamml,,  p.  48,  anm. 
6 ;  etc. 

'  Dr.  Li£;htfoot  omits  the  supposed  quotation  from  his  text  of  the  Epistle — 
Apost.  Fathers y  p.  122.     Dr.  Westcott  does  not  refer  to  the  passage  at  alL 

3  pcpaTTiiTfUwop  (nrb  *l<adppov,  twa  T\fip<a$i  ToLaa  SiKcuwrdi^  inr  a^oO,  x.r.X. 
c.  i. 

5  The  Cod.  Sin,  alone  reads  ^  h  0^s  here. 

*  Cf.  Cureton,  Ancient  Syriac  Version^  etc.,  p.  5,  p.  72. 
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in 


warrant  exclusive  selection  of  our  first  Gospel  as  the  source  of 
the  saying.  The  remaining  passages  we  subjoin  in  parallel 
columns : — 


Ep.  to  the  Ephusians  v. 

For  if  the  prayer  of  one  or  two 
has  such  power,  how  much  more 
that  of  the  bi^p  and  of  all  the 
Church.' 


Ep.  to  Ephbsians  vi. 

For  every  one  whom  the  Master 
of  the  house  sends  to  be  over  his  own 
household  we  ought  to  receive  as 
we  should  him  that  sent  (W/ifavra) 
him. 

ndrra  yiip  tw  T^fiT^  6  oUoScffT&rTii 
€is  HUuf   9lK0P0fila»f    oOtws  del    ^fwis 

Ep.  to  Trallians  xi. 

For  these  are  not  a  planting  of 
the  Father. 

057101  yiip  odic  ciffiw  ipvrda  warpis. 


Matt,  xviii.  19. 

Again  I  say  unto  you  that  if  two 
of  you  shall  agree  on  earth  as  touch- 
ing anything  that  they  shall  ask  it 
shall  be  done  for  them  by  my 
Father,  v.  20.  For  where  two  or 
three  are  gathered  together,  etc. 

Matt.  x.  40. 

He  that  receiveth  you  receiveth 
me,  and  he  that  receiveth  me  re- 
ceiveth him  that  sent   (axoo-refXai^a) 


'0  dex^fityos  6fxas  ifii  d^erw,  jcai  6 
ifii  dex^fiefOi  d4x^^  ^^  dirooTciXai^d 

/AC. 

Matt.  xv.  13. 

Every  plant  which  my  heavenly 
Father  did  not  plant  shall  be  rooted 
up. 

IlcUra  0ure£a  ^y  oitK  i^t&rcvaew  6 
waHip  fJtov  6  oifpdyios  iKpi^uf$ifi<r€Tcu. 

Matt.  xix.  12. 

He  that  is  able  to  receive  it  let  him 
receive  it. 


Ep.  to  Smyrn/Ijans  vi. 

He     that     receiveth     it    let     him 
receive  it. 
'O  x^P*^  x*^^"^*** 

None  of  these  passages  are  quotations,  and  they  generally  present 
such  marked  linguistic  variations  from  the  parallel  passages  in  our 
first  Gospel  that  there  is  not  the  slightest  ground  for  specially 
referring  them  to  it  The  last  words  cited  are  introduced  without 
any  appropriate  context.  In  no  case  are  the  expressions  indicated 
as  quotations  from,  or  references  to,  any  particular  source.  They 
may  either  be  traditional,  or  reminiscences  of  some  of  the  numerous 
Gospels  current  in  the  early  Church,  such  as  the  Gospel  according 
to  the  Hebrews.  That  the  writer  made  use  of  one  of  these  cannot 
be  doubted.  In  the  Epistle  to  the  Smyrnaeans,  c.  iii.,  there  occurs 
a  quotation  from  an  apocryphal  Gospel  to  which  we  have  already, 
in  passing,  referred  :  "  For  I  know  that  also  after  his  resurrection 
he  was  in  the  flesh,  and  I  believe  he  is  so  now.  And  when  he 
came  to  those  who  were  with  Peter  he  said  to  them :  Lay  hold, 
handle  me,  and  see  that  I  am  not  an  incorporeal  spirit  (Satftoi/tov). 

'  E^  Tdp  Mi  Kcd  ievrifiov  rpoaewx^  roaa&njw  Urx^fP  ix^i,  Thai^  ^XXov  ^  r^ 
TOW  hnaKifww  koX  wiffris  r^y  iKKXtfsias ; 
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And  immediately  they  touched  him  and  believed,  beii^  convinced 
by  his  flesh  and  spirit."'  Eusebius,  who  quotes  this  passage, 
says  that  he  does  not  know  whence  it  is  taken.  ^  Origen,  however, 
quotes  it  from  a  work  well  known  in  the  early  Church,  called  "  The 
Teaching  of  Peter "  ^AtSaxi?  lierpov)  ;3  and  Jerome  found  it  in 
the  "Gospel  accordmg  to  the  Hebrews,"  in  use  among  the 
Nazarenes,^  which  he  translated,  as  we  shall  hereafter  see.  It 
was,  no  doubt,  in  both  of  those  works.  The  narrative,  Luke 
xxiv.  39  f.,  being  neglected,  and  an  apocryphal  Gospel  used  here, 
the  inevitable  inference  is  clear,  and  very  suggestive.  As  it  is 
certain  that  this  quotation  was  taken  from  a  source  different  from 
our  Gospels,  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  the  other  passages 
which  we  have  cited  are  reminiscences  of  the  same  work.  The 
passage  on  the  three  mysteries  in  the  Epistle  to  the^  Ephesians, 
c.  xix.,  is  evidently  another  quotation  from  an  uncanonical 
source.5 

We  must,  however,  again  point  out  that,  with  the  single  excep- 
tion of  the  short  passage  in  the  Epistle  to  Polycarp,  c.  ii.,  which 
is  not  a  quotation,  none  of  these  supposed  reminiscences  of 
our  Synoptic  Gospels  are  found  in  the  Syriac  version  of  the  three 
Epistles. 

With  regard  to  Scriptural  quotations  in  all  the  seven  Ignatian 
letters,  it  may  be  well  to  quote  the  words  of  Dr.  Lightfoot  "  The 
Ignatian  letters  do,  indeed,  show  a  considerable  knowledge  of  the 
writings  included  in  our  Canon  of  the  New  Testament ;  but  this 
knowledge  betrays  itself  in  casual  words  and  phrases,  stray 
metaphors,  epigrammatic  adaptations,  and  isolated  coincidences 
of  thought.  Where  there  is  an  obligation,  the  borrowed  figure  or 
expression  has  passed  through  the  mind  of  the  writer,  has  been 
assimilated,  and  has  undergone  some  modification  in  the  process. 
Quotations  from  the  New  Testament,  strictly  speaking,  there 
are  none."^  Dr.  Lightfoot  is  speaking  here,  not  only  of  the 
Gospels,  but  of  the  whole  New  Testament,  and  he  adds,  in 
regard  to  such  approaches :  "  Even  such  examples  can  be 
counted  on  the  fingers."  Without  discussing  how  such  know- 
ledge can  be  limited  to  special  writings,  it  is  obvious  that,  whatever 
view  may  be  taken  of  the  Ignatian  letters,  they  afford  no  evidence 


«  'B-yi  7A/)  Kal  fterd  t^p  dvdarcuriw  ir  trapKl  airrhv  cXda  xal  wurreika  <Jfto.  Kal 
6rc  xp^  rods  mpl  XOrpw  fjXOcVf  i^nj  a^oir  **A<i/3eT€,  ^Xa^^aW  fu,  kuL 
tdere  6n  oOk  elfd  iaifi6¥iw  iffthfAarov^^*  KcdjiB^t  a&roO  fiy^tunOy  koX  iwUrrtvacuf, 
KpaBimes  ry  irapKl  a&rov  koI  T<f  atfiari. 

'  o6k  old*  6t6$€w  /njTois  a-vyK&xp^rcu.     If.  E, ,  iii.  36. 

»  De  Princip,  Prof.,  §  8. 

*  De  znr.  ilL^  16 ;  df.  Comm.  in  Is,  lib.  xym.,  prof. 

5  Cf.  Ewald,  Gesch.  d.  Volkes  Isr.,  vii.,  p.  318,  anm.  I. 

*  Apostolic  Fathers i  part  ii.,  vol.  i.,  1885,  p.  580. 
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eyen  of  the  existence  of  our  Gospels,  and  throw  no  light  whatever 
on  their  authorship  and  trustworthiness  as  witnesses  for  miracles 
and  the  reality  of  Divine  revelation. 

We  have  hitherto  deferred  all  consideration  of  the  so-called 
Epistle  of  Polycarp  to  the  Philippians,  from  the  fact  that,  instead 
of  proving  the  existence  of  the  Epistles  of  Ignatius,  with  which 
it  is  intimately  associated,  it  is  itself  discredited  in  proportion  as 
they  are  shown  to  be  inauthentia  We  have  just  seen  that  the 
martyr-journey  of  Ignatius  to  Rome  is,  for  cogent  reasons,  declared 
to  be  wholly  fabulous,  and  the  Epistles  purporting  to  be  written 
during  that  journey  must  be  held  to  be  spurious.  The  Epistle  of 
Polycarp,  however,  not  only  refers  to  the  martyr-journey  (a  ix.), 
but  to  the  Ignatian  Epistles  which  are  inauthentic  (c.  xiii.),  and 
the  manifest  inference  is  that  it  also  is  spurious. 

Polycarp,  who  is  said  bylrenseus'  to  have  been  in  his  youth  a 
disciple  of  the  Apostle  John,  became  Bishop  of  Sm3nma,  and 
suffered  martyrdom  at  a  very  advanced  age,^  On  the  authority  of 
Eusebius  and  Jerome  it  has  hitherto  been  generally  believed  that 
his  death  took  place  in  a.d.  166-167.  In  the  account  of  his 
martyrdom,  which  we  possess  in  the  shape  of  a  letter  from  the 
Church  of  Smyrna,  purporting  to  have  been  written  by  eye- 
witnesses, which  must  be  pronounced  spurious,  Polycarp  is  said 
to  have  died  under  the  Proconsul  Statius  Quadratus.3  If  this 
statement  be  correct,  the  date  hitherto  received  can  no  longer  be 
maintained,  for  recent  investigaticms  have  determined  that  Statius 
Quadratus  was  proconsul  in  a.d.  155-5  ^^  ^55"^*^  Some  critics, 
who  affirm  the  authenticity  of  the  Epistle  attributed  to  Polycarp, 
date  the  Epistle  before  a.d.  120,  but  the  preponderance  of 
opinion  assigns  it  to  a  much  later  period.  Doubts  of  its  .authen- 
ticity, and  of  the  integrity  of  the  text,  were  very  early  expressed, 
and  the  close  scrutiny  to  which  later  and  more  competent 
criticism  has  subjected  it  has  led  very  many  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Epistle  is  either  largely  interpolated  or  altogether  spurious. 
The  principal  argument  in  favour  of  its  authenticity  is  the  feet 
that  the  Epistle  is  mentioned  by  Iren3eus,5  who  in  his  extreme 

'  Adv.  Ifar.f  Hi.,  3,  §  4  ;  cf.  Eusebius,  If,  E.,  v.  20. 

■  In  the  Mart,  Polycarpi  (c.  9)  he  is  represented  as  declaring  that  he  had 
served  Christ  eighty-six  years. 

»  Mart,  Polycarpiy  c.  21. 

^  Waddington,  Mim.  de  VInst.  imp,  de  -France^  Acad,  des  Inscript,  et  Belles 
LsttreSi  T.  xxvi.,  i  Part.,  1867,  p.  232  fF.  ;  cf.  Pastes  des  Provinces  Asiatiques^ 
1872,  I  Part.,  p.  219  flf.  It  should  be  mentioned,  however,  that  in  a.d.  167 
there  was  a  Consul  of  the  name  of  Ummidius  Quadratus  (Waddii^on,  l.c., 
p.  238).  Wieseler  and  Keim  reject  M.  Waddington's  conclusions,  and  adhere  to 
the  later  date. 

5  Adv,  liar,,  iii.  3,  §  4. 
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youth  was  acquainted  with  Polycarp.'  We  have  no  very  precise 
information  r^arding  the  age  of  Irenaeus ;  but  Jerome  states  that 
he  flourished  under  Commodus  (180-192),  and  we  may,  as  a 
favourable  conjecture,  suppose  that  he  was  then  about  35-37.  In 
that  case  his  birth  must  be  dated  about  a.d.  145.  There  is  reason 
to  believe  that  he  fell  a  victim  to  persecution  under  Septimius 
Severus,  and  it  is  only  doubtful  whether  he  suffered  dunng  the 
first  outbreak  in  a.d.  202  or  later.  According  to  this  calculation 
the  martyrdom  of  Polycarp,  in  a.d.  155-156,  took  place  when  he 
was  ten  or  eleven  years  of  age.  Even  if  a  further  concession  be 
made  in  regard  to  his  age,  it  is  evident  that  the  intercourse  of 
Irenseus  with  the  Bishop  of  Smyrna  must  have  been  confined  to 
his  very  earliest  years — sl  feict  which  is  confirmed  by  the  almost 
total  absence  of  any  record  in  his  writings  of  the  communications 
of  Polycarp.  This  certainly  does  not  entitle  Irenaeus  to  speak 
more  authoritatively  of  an  Epistle  ascribed  to  Polycarp  than 
anyone  else  of  his  day. 

In  the  Epistle  itself  there  are  several  anachronisms.  In  ch.  ix. 
the  "  blessed  Ignatius  "  is  referred  to  as  already  dead,  and  he  is 
held  up  with  Zosimus  and  Rufus,  and  also  with  Paul  and  the  rest 
of  the  Apostles,  as  examples  of  patience — men  who  have  not  run 
in  vain,  but  are  with  the  Lord ;  but  in  ch.  xiii.  he  is  spoken  of  as 
living,  and  information  is  requested  regarding  him,  "and  those 
who  are  with  him."'  Yet,  although  thus  spoken  of  as  alive,  the 
writer  already  knows  of  his  Epistles,  and  refers,  in  the  plural,  to 
those  written  by  him  "  to  us,  and  all  the  rest  which  we  have  by 
us.''^  The  reference  here,  it  will  be  observed,  is  not  only  to  the 
Epistles  to  the  Smymaeans,  and  to  Polycarp  himself,  but  to  other 
spurious  Episdes  which  are  not  included  in  the  Syriac  version. 
Daill^^  pointed  out  long  ago  that  ch.  xiii.  abruptly  interrupts  the 
conclusion  of  the  Episde,  and  most  critics,  including  those  who 
assert  the  authenticity  of  the  rest  of  the  Epistle,  reject  it,  at  least, 
although  many  of  these  likewise  repudiate  ch.  ix.  as  interpolated. 
Others,  however,  consider  that  the  latter  chapter  is  quite  consistent 
with  the  later  date,  which,  according  to  internal  evidence,  must  be 
assigned  to  the  Episde.  The  writer  vehemently  denounces,^  as 
already  widely  spread,  the  Gnostic  heresy  and  other  forms  of  false 
doctrine  which  did  not  exist  until  the  time  of  Marcion,  to  whom 


» •Br  rg  irp<^  iiftMP  ijktKlqi  k.t.X.  Adv,  Hctr,^  iii.  3,  §  4,  EusebiuSi  H,  E., 
!▼.,  14,  df.  ▼.  2a 

^  Bt  <U  ipso  IgtuUio^  et  de  his  qui  cum  eo  sunt,  quod  eertius  agncveritis^ 
significate.     Cf.  Donaklsoa,  ffist.  Ckr,  Lit.  and  Doctr.^  i.»  p.  1S4  f. 

3  Tdf  ^irurroXdf  'iTMtriov  rdt  ir^fj^tiaut  iifup  in^  ai>raD,  koX  dXXaf  Ihrat 
e(^o/A«ir  ira/i  ^nui^t  cr.X. 

*  De  Scriptis,  etc.,  427  ff. 

5  Cf.  chaps,  vi.,  vii. 
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and  to  whose  followers  he  refers  in  unmistakeable  terms.  An 
expression  is  used  in  ch.  vii.,  in  speaking  of  these  heretics,  which 
Polycarp  is  reported  by  Irenaeus  to  have  actually  applied  to 
Marcion  in  person,  during  his  visit  to  Rome.  He  is  said  to  have 
called  Marcion  the  **  first-bom  of  Satan  "  (irp(aT6TOKos  rov  Sarava),' 
and  the  same  term  is  employed  in  this  Epistle  with  regard  to 
everyone  who  holds  such  false  doctrines.  The  development  of 
these  heresies,  therefore,  implies  a  date  for  the  composition  of  the 
Epistle,  at  earliest,  after  the  middle  of  the  second  century,  a  date 
which  is  further  confirmed  by  other  circumstances. »  The  writer  of 
such  a  letter  must  have  held  a  position  in  the  Church,  to  which 
Polycarp  could  only  have  attained  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life, 
when  he  was  deputed  to  Rome  for  the  Paschal  discussion,  and  the 
Epistle  depicts  the  developed  ecclesiastical  organisation  of  a  later 
time.3  The  earlier  date  which  has  now  been  adopted  for  the 
martyrdom  of  Polycarp  by  limiting  the  period  during  which  it  is 
possible  that  he  himself  could  have  written  any  portion  of  it,  only 
renders  the  inauthenticity  of  the  Epistle  more  apparent.  Hilgen- 
feld  has  pointed  out,  as  another  indication  of  the  same  date,  the 
injunction,  "Pray  for  the  kings"  {Orate  pro  regibus\  which,  in  i 
Peter  ii.  1 7,  is  "  Honour  the  King "  (t^v  Paa-iXia  Ti/txaT^), 
which,  he  argues,  accords  with  the  period  after  Antoninus  Pius  had 
elevated  Marcus  Aurelius  to  joint  sovereignty  (a.d.  147),  or,  better 
still,  with  that  in  which  Marcus  Aurelius  appointed  Lucius  Verus 
his  colleague,  a.d.  161 ;  for  to  rulers  outside  the  Roman  Empire 
there  can  be  no  reference.  If  authentic,  however,  the  Epistle 
must  have  been  written,  at  latest,  shortly  after  the  martyrdom  of 
Ignatius  in  a.d.  1 15  ;  but,  as  we  have  seen,  there  are  strong  internal 
characteristics  excluding  such  a  supposition.    The  reference  to  the 

'  Adv.  Bar.,  iii.  3,  §  4 ;  Eusebius,  ^.  E.,  iv.  14. 

»  Schwqgler,  Das  nachap,  Zeity  ii.,  p.  155  f.  ;  Hilgenfeld,  DU  ap.  Voter ,  p. 
272  f.  ;  Lipsius,  Zeitschr.  wiss,  Theol.^  1874,  p.  2cS  f.  ;  Scholten,  Die  alt 
Zeugmsse,  p.  41  ff.  ;  Volkmar,  Der  Ursprungy  p.  44  ff.  Schwegler  and 
Hilgenfeld  consider  the  insertion  of  this  phrase,  reported  to  have  been 
actually  used  in  Rome  against  Marcion,  as  proof  of  the  inauthenticity  of 
the  Epistle.  Thev  argue  that  the  well-known  saying  was  employed  to  give 
an  appearance  of  reality  to  the  forpery.  In  any  case,  it  shows  that  the 
Epistle  cannot  have  been  written  earlier  than  the  second  half  of  the  second 
century. 

3  Sdiwep[ler,  Das  nackap.  ZeiLy  ii.,  p.  158;  Hilgenfeld,  Die  ap,  Va/er, 
p.  273 ;  Ritschl.,  Enst  altk,  KircfUy  p.  402  f.  ;  Scholten,  Die,  alt,  Zeugnissey 
p.  42.  It  has  been  pointed  out  that,  in  the  superscription,  Polycarp  is 
dearly  distinguished,  as  Bishop,  from  the  Presbyters  of  Smyrna :  IIoXi^icapTos 
Kox  ol  «rdr  oi/Tv  trpeffSdrcpoi.  Domer,  LeAre  Pers,  Christiy  185 1,  i.,  p.  172  f. 
anm. ;  Rothe,  Anfange  chr,  Kirchey  1837,  i.,  p.  408  f.  anm.  107,  108 ;  Hil- 
genfeld, 1.  c.  ;  Ritschl.,  1.  c.  The  writer,  in  admonishing  the  Philippians, 
K)eaks  of  their  '*  being  subject  to  the  Pr^jrters  and  Deacons  as  to  God  and 
Christ "  vTOTaaffofi4wovt  roit  irptapvripoit  koX  SiaK^poit  u>s  ry  Bey  icai  Xpwr^ 
ic.r.X.  c  5. 

N 
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martyr-journey  of  Ignatius  and  to  the  Epistles  falsely  ascribed  to 
him  is  alone  sufficient  to  betray  the  spurious  nature  of  the  compo- 
sition, and  to  class  the  Epistle  with  the  rest  of  the  pseudo-Ignatian 
literature. 

We  shall  now  examine  all  the  passages  in  this  Epistle  which  are 
pointed  out  as  indicating  any  acquaintance  with  our  Synoptic 
Gospels.'  The  first  occurs  in  ch.  ii.,  and  we  subjoin  it  in  con- 
trast with  the  nearest  parallel  passages  of  the  Gospels ;  but,  although 
we  break  it  up  into  paragraphs,  it  will,  of  course,  be  understood 
that  the  quotation  is  continuous  in  the  Epistle : — 


Epistle,  c.  ii. 

Remembering  what  the  Lord  said, 
teaching: 
Judge  not,  that  ye  be  not  judged  ; 

forgive,  and  it  shall  be  forgiven  to 
you; 

be  pitiful,  that  ye  may  be  pitied  ; 

with  what  measure  ye  mete  it  shall 
be  measured  to  you  again ;  and  that 
blessed  are  the  poor  and  those 
that  are  persecuted  for  righteousness 
sake,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of 
God. 

Epistle  c.  ii. 

M^)  Kplv€T€f  tva  fi^  KpiSrjre. 
dffUerCf  koI  d^OifffeTcu  vfuf. 


iXeartf  twa  iXerfSijTe' 

f  fUrptfi  fterpeiref  dPTifurpriOi/fffeTai 

Kal  Bn  fuucdpioi   ol   irrtaxol   koI   ol 

hlMK6lJL€¥0l  h€K€P  SlKCUOOl^tf  6tI  whCoif 

iarlp  if  /ScurtXeia  rov  BeoD. 


Matthew. 


Judge  not,  that  ye  be  not  judged. 

vi.  14.  For  if  ye  forgive  men  their 
tresi)asses  your  heavenly  Father 
will  also  forgive  you  :   (cf   Luke  vL 

37 pardon     and     ye     shall     be 

pardoned. ) 

V.  7.  Blessed  are  the  pitiful,  for 
they  shall  obtain  pity. 

vii.  2.  With  what  measure  ye  mete 
it  shall  be  measured  to  you. 

V.  3.    Blessed    are    the    poor    in 

spirit V.   10.      Blessed    are    they 

that  are  persecuted  for  righteous- 
ness sake,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom 
of  heaven. 

Maithew. 


vu.  1. 

M^  KplP€T€f  &a  fiii  KpiSiJTe. 

vi.  14.  'Edjr  yd/><£^^c  roU  apOptlrrois 
K.  T.  X.  (cf.  Luke  vi.  37,  *Ato\6€T€ 
Koi  dTo\v$T^<r€<r$€.) 

V.  7.  Mcucdpioi  ol  €\€i^fioP€ff  Bti  a^ol 
iXeriO^omai. 

vii.  2.    iv  i}  fUrptfi  furpetre   fierfnf- 

$1^€T<U  {ffilP, 

V.  3.  MaKdpioi  ol  TTOJXol  rjy  wrtO- 
ftari — ID  fULK.  ol  ieiicryfUwoi  fweKew 
diKeuoffOvrii,  Bn  avrtap  iarlp  ^  ^aaiXela 
rtop  ovpcwdip. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  an  almost  similar  direct  quotation  of 
words  of  Jesus  occurs  in  the  so-called  Epistle  of  Clement  to  the 
Corinthians,  ch.  xiii.,  which  we  have  already  examined.^   There  the 


*  Tischendorf,  IVann  wurdht, 
p.  48,  note. 

*  P.  223  f. 


u.  s.  w.y  p.  23  f.;  Westcott,  On  the  Ccmon, 
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passage  is  introduced  by  the  same  words,  and  in  the  midst  of 
brief  phrases  which  have  parallels  in  our  Gospel  there  occurs 
in  both  Episdes  the  same  expression,  "Be  pitiful,  that  ye 
may  be  pitied,"  which  is  not  found  in  any  of  our  Gospels. 
In  order  to  find  parallels  for  the  quotation,  upon  the 
hypothesis  of  a  combination  of  texts,  we  have  to  add 
together  portions  of  the  following  verses  in  the  order 
shown:  Matt.  vii.  i,  vi.  14  (although,  with  complete  linguistic 
variations,  the  sense  of  Luice  vi.  37  is  much  closer),  v.  7,  vii.  2, 
V.  3,  V.  10.  Such  fragmentary  compilation  is  in  itself  scarcely  con- 
ceivable in  an  Epistle  of  this  kind,  but  when  in  the  midst  we  find 
a  passage  foreign  to  our  Gospels,  which  occurs  in  another 
work  in  connection  with  so  similar  a  quotation,  it  is  reasonable  to 
conclude  that  the  whole  is  derived  from  tradition  or  from  a 
Gospel  different  from  ours.  In  no  case  can  such  a  passage  be 
considered  material  evidence  even  of  the  existence  of  any  one  of 
our  Gospels. 

Another  expression  which  is  pointed  out  occurs  in  ch.  vii., 
"  beseeching  in  our  prayers  the  all-searching  God  not  to  lead  us 
into  temptation,  as  the  Lord  said :  The  spirit,  indeed,  is  willing, 
but  the  flesh  is  weak."'  This  is  compared  with  the  phrase  in 
"the  Lord's  Prayer"  (Matt.  vi.  13),  or  the  passage  (xxvi.  41): 
"  Watch  and  pray,  that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation :  the  spirit, 
indeed,  is  willing,  but  the  flesh  is  weak."'  The  second  Gospel, 
however,  equally  has  the  phrase  (xiv.  38),  and  shows  how  unreason- 
able it  is  to  limit  these  historical  sayings  to  a  single  Gospel.  The 
next  passage  is  of  a  similar  nature  (ch.  vi.)  :  "  If,  therefore,  we  pray 
the  Lord  that  he  may  forgive  us,  we  ought  also  ourselves  to 
forgive. "3  The  thought,  but  not  the  language,  of  this  passage 
corresponds  with  Matt.  vi.  12-14,  but  equally  so  with  Luke  xi.  4. 
Now,  we  must  repeat  that  all  such  sayings  of  Jesus  were  the 
common  property  of  the  early  Christians — were,  no  doubt,  orally 
current  amongst  them,  and  still  more  certainly  were  recorded  by 
many  of  the  numerous  Gospels  then  in  circulation,  as  they  are  by 
several  of  our  own.  In  no  case  is  there  any  written  source  indi- 
cated from  which  these  passages  are  derived;  they  are  simply 
quoted  as  words  of  Jesus,  and,  being  all  connected  either  with 
the  "  Sermon  on  the  Mount "  or  the  "  Lord's  Prayer,"  the  two 
portions  of  the  teaching  of  Jesus  which  were  most  popular, 
widely  known,  and  characteristic,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they 
were  familiar  throughout  the  whole  of  the  early  Church,  and  must 

*  defjcefftw  alro^/A€voi  r^  Torreir&imiv  Oebv,  fi^i  eUreveyKettf  ^/iSf  elf  Teipoff- 
fiitw,  KaOin  etrer  6  K^piot'     rb  fUr  irpcvfUL  irp6$vfi<»y  if  9i  aitp^  dffOenffs.     c.  vii. 

*  yfyriyopeiTC  koI  Tpoae&xj^aBty  t»a  fiij  elffiXdrire  e/r  rei/xur/u^.     t6  fUr  TPeOfia 
Tp6$vfioPf  ii  9i  adp^  da$€r/if.     Matt  xxvi.  41. 

3  B<  oiw  MfJL€$a  ToO  xvplov,  Ua  iifwr  dtftj,  d^CKo/iep  koI  iffUts  d^pcu.     c  vt 
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have  formed  a  part  of  most,  or  all,  of  the  many  collections  of  the 
words  of  the  Master.  The  anonymous  quotation  of  historical 
repressions  of  Jesus  cannot  prove  even  the  existence  of  one  special 
document  among  many  to  which  we  may  choose  to  trace  it,  much 
less  establish  its  authorship  and  character. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

JUSTIN   MARTYR 

We  shall  now  consider  the  evidence  furnished  by  the  works  of 
Justin  Martyr  regarding  the  existence  of  our  Synoptic  Gospels  at 
the  middle  of  the  second  century,  and  we  may  remark,  in  anticipa- 
tion, that,  whatever  differences  of  opinion  may  finally  exist 
regarding  the  solution  of  the  problem  which  we  have  to  examine, 
at  least  it  is  clear  that  the  testimony  of  Justin  Martyr  is  not  of  a 
nature  to  establish  the  date,  authenticity,  and  character  of  Gospels 
professing  to  communicate  such  momentous  and  astounding 
doctrines.  The  determination  of  the  source  from  which  Justin 
derived  his  facts  of  Christian  history  has  for  a  century  attracted 
more  attention,  and  excited  more  controversy,  than  almost  any 
other  similar  question  in  connection  with  patristic  literature,  and 
upon  none  have  more  divergent  opinions  been  expressed. 

Justin,  who  suffered  martyrdom  about  a.d.  166-167'  under 
Marcus  Aurelius,  probably  at  the  instigation  of  the  cynical  philo- 
sopher, Crescens,  was  bom  in  the  Greek-Roman  colony,  Flavia 
Neapolis,'  established  during  the  reign  of  Vespasian,  near  the 
ancient  Sichem  in  Samaria.  By  descent  he  was  a  Greek,  and 
during  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  a  heathen ;  but,  after  long  and 
disappointed  study  of  Greek  philosophy,  he  became  a  convert  to 
Christianity^  strongly  tinged  with  Judaism.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
enter  into  any  discussion  as  to  the  authenticity  of  the  writings 
which  have  come  down  to  us  bearing  Justin's  name,  many  of 
which  are  undoubtedly  spurious,  for  the  two  Apologies  and  the 
Dialogue  with  Trypho,  with  which  we  have  almost  exclusively  to 
do,  are  generally  admitted  to  be  genuine.  It  is  true  that  there 
has  been  a  singular  controversy  regarding  the  precise  relation  to 
each  other  of  the  two  Apologies  now  extant,  the  following 
contradictory  views  having  been  maintained  :  that  they  are  the 
two  Apologies  mentioned  by  Eusebius,  and  in  their  original 
order ;  that  they  are  Justin's  two  Apologies,  but  that  Eusebius  was 
wrong  in  affirming  that  the  second  was  addressed  to  Marcus 
Aurefius ;  that  our  second  Apology  was  the  preface  or  appendix 
to  the  first,  and  that  the  original  second  is  lost.     The  shorter 

»  Eosebios,  H,  E.^  iv.  16,  Chron.  Pasck,^  a.d.  165.  '  ApoL^  i.  !• 

^  Dial,  c,  Tryph,,  ii.  ff. 
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Apology  contains  nothing  of  interest  connected  with  our  inquiry. 

There  has  been  much  controversy  as  to  the  date  of  the  two 
Apologies,  and  much  difference  of  opinion  still  exists  on  the 
point.  Many  critics  assign  the  larger  to  about  a.d.  138-140,  and 
the  shorter  to  a.d.  160- 161.  A  passage,  however,  occurs  in  the 
longer  Apology,  which  indicates  that  it  must  have  been  written 
about  a  century  and  a  half  after  the  commencement  of  the 
Christian  era,  or,  according  to  accurate  reckoning,  about  a.d.  147. 
Justin  speaks,  in  one  part  of  it,  of  perverted  deductions  being 
drawn  from  his  teaching  "that  Christ  was  bom  150  years  ago 
under  Cyrenius."'  Those  who  contend  for  the  earlier  date  have 
no  stronger  argument  against  this  statement  than  the  unsupported 
assertion,  that  in  this  passage  Justin,  merely  speaks  "in  round 
numbers  " ;  but  many  important  circumstances  confirm  the  date 
which  Justin  thus  gives  us.  In  the  superscription  of  the  Apology, 
Antoninus  is  called  "  Pius,"  a  title  which  was  first  bestowed  upon 
him  in  the  year  139.     Moreover,  Justin  directly  refers  to  Marcion, 

as  a  man  "now  living  and  teaching  his  disciples and  who  has, 

by  the  aid  of  demons,  caused  many  of  all  nations  to  utter 
blasphemies,"  etc.*  Now  the  fact  has  been  established  that 
Marcion  did  not  come  to  Rome,  where  Justin  himself  was,  until 
A.D.  139-142,  when  his  prominent  public  career  commenced,  and 
it  is  apparent  that  the  words  of  Justin  indicate  a  period  when  his 
doctrines  had  already  become  widely  diffused.  For  these  and 
many  other  strong  reasons,  which  need  not  here  be  detailed,  the 
majority  of  competent  critics  agree  in  more  correctly  assigning  the 
first  Apology  to  about  a.d.  147.  The  Dialogue  with  Trypho^  as 
internal  evidence  shows,3  was  written  after  the  longer  Apology, 
and  it  is  therefore  generally  dated  some  time  within  the  first 
decade  of  the  second  half  of  the  second  century. 

In  these  writings  Justin  quotes  very  copiously  from  the  Old 
Testament,  and  he  also  very  frequently  refers  to  facts  of  Christian 
history  and  to  sayings  of  Jesus.  Of  these  references,  for  instance, 
some  fifty  occur  in  the  first  Apology,  and  upwards  of  seventy  in 
the  Dialogue  with  Trypho^  a  goodly  number,  it  will  be  admitted, 
by  means  of  which  to  identify  the  source  from  which  he  quotes. 
Justin  himself  frequently  and  distinctly  says  that  his  information 
and  quotations  are  derived  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles 
(dirofJLvrifioveviJuiTa  tcuv  a7ro<rToA.ft)v),  but  except  upon  one  occa- 
sion, which  we  shall  hereafter  consider,  when  he  indicates 
Peter,  he  never  mentions  an  author's  name.  Upon  examination 
it  is  found  that,  with  only  one  or  two  brief  exceptions,  the 
numerous  quotations  from  these  Memoirs  differ  more  or  less 
widely  from  parallel  passages  in  our  Synoptic  Gospels,  and  in 

'  ApoL,  i.  46.  «  ApoL,  i.  26.  3  Dial,  c,  Tr,,  cxx. 
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many  cases  differ  in  the  same  respects  as  similar  quotations  found 
in  other  writings  of  the  second  century,  the  writers  of  which  are 
known  to  have  made  use  of  uncanonical  Gospels ;  and,  further, 
that  these  passages  are  quoted  several  times,  at  intervals,  by 
Justin  with  the  same  variations.  Moreover,  sayings  of  Jesus  are 
quoted  from  these  Memoirs  which  are  not  found  m  our  Gospels 
at  all,  and  facts  in  the  life  of  Jesus  and  circumstances  of  Christian 
history  derived  from  the  same  source,  not  only  are  not  found  in 
our  Gospels,  but  are  in  contradiction  with  them. 

These  peculiarities  have,  as  might  have  been  expected,  created 
much  diversity  of  opinion  regarding  the  nature  of  the  Memoirs 
of  the  Apostles,  In  the  earlier  days  of  New  Testament 
criticism  more  especially,  many  of  course  at  once  identified  the 
Memoirs  with  our  Gospels  exclusively,  and  the  variations  were 
explained  by  conveniently  elastic  theories  of  free  quotation  from 
memory,  imperfect  and  varying  MSS.,  combination,  condensation, 
and  transposition  of  passages,  with  slight  additions  from  tradition, 
or  even  from  some  other  written  source,  and  so  on.  Others 
endeavoured  to  explain  away  difficulties  by  the  supposition  that 
they  were  a  simple  harmony  of  our  Gospels,  or  a  harmony  of  the 
Gospels,  with  passages  added  from  some  apocryphal  work.  A 
much  greater  number  of  critics,  however,  adopt  the  conclusion 
that,  along  with  our  Gospels,  Justin  made  use  of  one  or  more 
apocryphd  Gospels,  and  more  especially  of  the  Gospel  according 
to  the  Hebrews,  or  according  to  Peter,  and  also  perhaps  of 
tradition.  Others  assert  that  he  made  use  of  a  special  unknown 
Gospel,  or  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews  or  according 
to  Peter,  with  the  subsidiary  use  of  a  version  of  one  or  two  of  our 
Gospels,  to  which,  however,  he  did  not  attach  much  importance, 
preferring  the  apocryphal  work;  whilst  others  have  concluded 
that  Justin  did  not  make  use  of  our  Gospels  at  all,  and  that  his 
quotations  are  either  from  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews, 
or  according  to  Peter,  or  from  some  other  special  apocryphal 
Gospel  now  no  longer  extant. 

Evidence  permitting  of  such  wide  diversity  of  results  to  serious 
and  laborious  investigation  of  the  identity  of  Justin's  Memoirs 
of  the  Apostles  cannot  be  of  much  value  towards  establishing  the 
authenticity  of  our  Gospels,  and,  in  the  absence  of  any  specific 
mention  of  our  Synoptics,  any  very  elaborate  examination  of  the 
Memoirs  might  be  considered  unnecessary,  more  especially  as  it  is 
admitted  almost  universally  by  competent  critics  that  Justin  did 
not  himself  consider  the  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles  inspired,  or  of 
any  dogmatic  authority,  and  had  no  idea  of  attributing  canonical 
rank  to  them.  In  pursuance  of  the  system  which  we  desire 
invariably  to  adopt  of  enabling  every  reader  to  form  his  own 
opinion,  we  shall,  as  briefly  as  possible,  state  the  facts  of  the 
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case,  and  fiimish  materials  for  a  full  comprehension  of  the 
subject. 

Justin  himself,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  frequently  and 
distinctly  states  that  his  information  regarding  Christian  history 
and  his  quotations  are  derived  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles 
(dirofivrjiwvevfmra  twv  aTrooToXwv),  to  adopt  the  usual  trans- 
lation, although  the  word  might  more  correctly  be  rendered 
"  Recollections,"  or  "  Memorabilia."  It  has  frequently  been  sur- 
mised that  this  name  was  suggested  by  the  diro/jLvrffiovcvfiaTa 
'ZiaKpdTovs  of  Xenophon,  but,  as  Credner  has  pointed  out,  the 
similarity  is  purely  accidental,  and,  to  constitute  a  parallel, 
the  title  should  have  been  Memoirs  of  Jesus ^  The  word 
dirofivrffiovevfiaTa  is  here  evidently  used  merely  in  the  sense 
of  records  written  from  memory,  and  it  is  so  employed  by  Papias 
in  the  passage  preserved  by  Eusebius  regarding  Mark,  who, 
although  he  had  not  himself  followed  the  Lord,  yet  recorded  his 
words  from  what  he  heard  from  Peter,  and  who,  having  done  so 
without  order,  is  still  defended  for  "  thus  writing  some  things  as 
he  remembered  them "  (ovtcds  €vta  ypdxpas  &  oTrc/xviy/iovaxrcv).* 
In  the  same  way  Irenaeus  refers  to  the  "  Memoirs  of  a  certain 
Presbyter  of  apostolic  times "  {dTrofivrjfwvevfuiTa  dTroaroXtKov 
rivhs  irp«crj8vr€/3ov),3  whose  name  he  does  not  mention;  and 
Origen  still  more  closely  approximates  to  Justin's  use  <k  the 
word  when,  expressing  his  theory  regarding  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews,  he  says  that  the  thoughts  are  the  Apostle's,  but  the 
phraseology  and  the  composition  are  of  one  recording  from 
memory  what  the  Apostle  said  (airo/xviy/iovcvoxivTos  nvos  toI 
airocrroXi/col),  and  as  of  one  writing  at  leisure  the  dictation  of 
his  master.*  Justin  himself  speaks  of  the  authors  of  the  Memoirs 
as  oi  airofiviy/iov€U(ran"€s,5  and  the  expression  was  then  and 
afterwards  constantly  in  use  amongst  ecclesiastical  and  other 
writers.* 

This  title.  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles^  however,  although  the 
most  appropriate  to  mere  recollections  of  the  life  and  teaching  of 
Jesus,  evidently  could  not  be  applied  to  works  ranking  as  canonical 
Gospels,  but,  in  fact,  excludes  such  an  idea;  and  the  whole  of 
Justin's  views  regarding  Holy  Scripture  prove  that  he  saw  in  the 
Memoirs  merely  records  from  memory  to  assist  memory.  He 
does  not  call  them  y/KK^t,  but  adheres  always  to  the  familiar 
name  of  airo/AVTy/iovcvfiaTa,  and  whilst  his  constant  appeals  to  a 

»  Credner,  Beitragey  i.,  p.  105.  »  Eusebius,  ff.E,y  iii.  39. 

3  /?  ,  V.  8.  *  lb.,  vi.  25.  5  ApoLy  i.  33. 

•  Credner,  Beitragey  i.,  p.  105  f.,  Qesch,  N.  T,  KattsUy  p.  12 ;  Reuss,  ffist, 
dm  Cancuy  p.  53  f.  ;  Westcott,  On  the  CanoHy  p.  95,  note  I.  The  Clementine 
Recognitions  (li.  i)  make  the  Apostle  Peter  say  :  In  consuetudim  habui  verba 
domini  nitty  qua  ab  ipso  audUram  revocare  ad  memoriam. 
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written  source  show  very  clearly  his  abandonment  of  oral  tradition, 
there  is  nothing  in  the  name  of  his  records  which  can  identify 
them  with  our  Gospels. 

Justin  designates  the  source  of  his  quotations  ten  times,  the 
Memoirs  of  the  ApostUs^^  and  five  times  he  calls  it  simply  die 
"  Memoirs."'  He  says,  upon  one  occasion,  that  these  Memoirs  were 
composed  "by  his  Apostles  and  their  fbllowers,"^  but  except  in  one 
place  to  which  we  have  already  referred,  and  which  we  shall  hereafter 
fully  examine,  he  never  mentions  the  author's  name,  nor  does  he 
ever  give  any  more  precise  information  regarding  their  composition. 
It  has  been  argued  that,  in  saying  that  these  Memoirs  were 
recorded  by  the  Apostles  and  their  followers,  Justin  intentionally 
and  literally  described  the  four  canonical  Gospels,  the  first  and 
fourth  of  which  are  ascribed  to  Apostles  and  the  other  two  to 
Mark  and  Luke,  the  followers  of  Apostles ;  but  such  an  inference 
is  equally  forced  and  unfounded.  The  language  itself  forbids  this 
explanation,  for  Justin  does  not  speak  indefinitely  of  Memoirs  of 
Apostles  and  their  followers,  but  of  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles, 
invariably  using  the  article  which  refers  the  Memoirs  to  the 
collective  body  of  the  Apostles.  Moreover,  the  incorrectness  of 
such  an  inference  is  manifest  fi'om  the  fact  that  circumstances  are 
stated  by  Justin  as  derived  from  these  Memoirs,  which  do  not 
exist  in  our  Gospels  at  all,  and  which,  indeed,  are  contradictory  to 
them.  Vast  numbers  of  spurious  writings,  moreover,  bearing  the 
names  of  Apostles  and  their  followers,  and  claiming  more  or  less 
direct  apostolic  authority,  were  in  circulation  in  the  early  Church — 
Gospels  according  to  Peter,*  to  Thomas,^  to  James,^^  to  Judas,^ 
according  to  the  Apostles,  or  according  to  the  Twelve,®  to 
Bamabas,9  to  Matthias,'®  to  Nicodemus,*'  etc.,  and  ecclesiastical 

'  Apoi.^  L  66,  67,  cf.  i.  33 ;  DiaL  c,  Tr»^  88,  100,  loi,  102,  103,  104,  and 
twice  in  106.  »  Dial.^  103,  105,  thrice  107. 

3  'By  y^p  ro(t  iirofurfitimftCftjaffi  (i  ^pfiffii  inrb  rOv  &wocr6\iav  a&roO  xal  rQnf 
4k€Iwois  TapOKoXovBTiffdmaw  <rvrrmix^at,  k.t.X.     Dial.j  103. 

^  Ensebios,  H,  E.^  iii.,  3,  25,  vi.  12  ;  Hieron.,  De  Vir,  III,,  i ;  Origen,  in 
Matth,,  X.  17. 

sEusebins,  ff,  JS.,  iii.,  25;  Origen,  Horn.  i.  in  Lucam;  Irenseas,  Adv, 
Ifar,y  i.  20;  cf.  Tischendorf,  Evang.  Apocr.y  1853,  >n?y5?^.,  p.  xxxviii.  fF. ; 
Wann  wuriUn,  u,  s,  w.,  p.  89  f.  ;  Hieron.,  /^it/.  in  Matth. 

*  Tischendorif,  Evang.  Apocr.  proleg.,  p.  xii.  flf.  ;  Epiphanius,  Har,,  Ixxix., 
S  5.  etc 

'  Irenseos,  Adv.  Ifar.,  i.  31,  §  i ;  Epiphanius,  Ifar.,  xxxviii.,  §  i  ;  Theo- 
doret,  Fab.  Har.y  i.  15. 

*  Origen,  Horn.  i.  in  Lucam;  Hieron.,  Pngf.  in  Matth.  ;  Adv.  Pelagimws, 
iii.  I  ;  Fabridus,  Cod.  Apocr.  N.  T'.,  i.,  p.  339  f. 

^  Decret.  Gelasii,  vi.,  §  10. 

^  Origen,  Horn.  i.  in  Lucam  ;  Easebias,  ff.  E.,  iii.,  25 ;  Decret.  Gelasii, 
vL  8 ;  Hieron.,  Prof,  in  Matth, 

*^  If  this  be  not  its  most  ancient  title,  the  Gospel  is  in  the  Prologue 
directly  ascribed  to  Nicodemus.     The  superscription  which  this  apocryphal 
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writers  bear  abundant  testimony  to  the  early  and  rapid  growth  of 
apocryphal  literature.'  The  very  names  of  most  of  such  apocry- 
phal Gospels  are  lost,  whilst  of  others  we  possess  considerable 
information ;  but  nothing  is  more  certain  than  the  fact  that  there 
existed  many  works  bearing  names  which  render  the  attempt  to 
interpret  the  title  of  Justin's  Gospel  as  a  description  of  the  four 
in  our  canon  quite  unwarrantable.  The  words  of  Justin  evidently 
imply  simply  that  the  source  of  his  quotations  is  the  collective 
recollections  of  the  Apostles,  and  those  who  followed  them,  regard- 
ing the  life  and  teaching  of  Jesus. 

The  title,  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles^  by  no  means  indicates  a 
plurality  of  Gospels.  A  single  passage  has  been  pointed  out  in 
which  the  Memoirs  are  said  to  have  been  called  €vayy€A.ia  in 
the  plural :  "  For  the  Apostles  in  the  Memoirs  composed  by  them, 
which  are  called  Gospels,"'  etc.  The  last  expression,  cl  KaXcirat 
cvayyeXio,  as  many  scholars  have  declared,  is  probably  an 
interpolation.  It  is,  in  all  likelihood,  a  gloss  on  the  margin  of 
some  old  MS.  which  some  copyist  afterwards  inserted  in  the  text 3 
If  Justin  really  stated  that  the  Memoirs  were  called  Gospels,  it 
seems  incomprehensible  that  he  should  never  call  them  so  himself. 
In  no  other  place  in  his  writings  does  he  apply  the  plural  to  them, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  we  find  Trypho  referring  to  the  "  so-called 
Gospel,"  which  he  states  that  he  has  carefuUy  read,^  and  which,  of 
course,  can  only  be  Justin's  "  Memoirs  ";  and,  again,  in  another 
part  of  the  same  dialogue,  Justin  quotes  passages  which  are 
written  "in  the  Grospel  "s  (kv  T<p  €vayy€X«^  ycy/Mwrrai).  The 
term  "  Gpspel "  is  nowhere  else  used  by  Justin  in  reference  to  a 
written  record.^  In  no  case,  however,  considering  the  numerous 
Gospels  then  in  circulation,  and  the  fact  that  many  of  these, 
different    from  the  canonical  Gospels,  are  known  to  have  been 

Gospel  bears  in  the  form  now  extant,  inrofu^/Mra  tov  Kvpiov  ijfu^  *Ii^roO 
Xpurrovy  recalls  the  titles  of  Justin's  Memoirs.  Tischendorf,  Evan^, 
Apocr,yn,  203  f.,  cf.  Proleg,^  p.  liv.  ff.  :  Fabricius,  Cod.  Apocr,  N.  7".,  l, 
p.  213  ff.  ;  Thilo,  Cod,  Apocr.  A.  7*.,  p.  cxviii.-cxlii.,  p.  487  ff. 

'  Luke  i.  I  ;  Irenaeus,  Adv.  Har,^  i.  20,  §  i  ;  Origen,  Horn,  i.  in  Lucani. 
Eosebius,  H.  E.,  iii.  3,  25,  iv.  22,  vi.  12  ;  Fabricius,  Cod.  Apocr.  N.  T. ; 
Thilo,  Cod.  Apocr.  N.  T. ;  Tischendorf,  Evan^.  Apocr. 

'  01  T^p  dkirhffroKxH.  h  rais  yerofiipois  vx  wirtav  dwofinifjtoyeCfJMaiPy  A  KoXeTrai 
evayy^XuL.     k.t.X.     Apol.,  L  66. 

3  An  instance  of  such  a  gloss  getting  into  the  text  occurs  in  Dial.  107, 
where  in  a  reference  to  Jonah's  prophecy  that  Nineveh  should  perish  in  three 
davs,  according  to  the  version  of  the  Ixx.  which  lustin  always  quotes,  there  is 
a  rormer  marginal  gloss  **in  other  versions  forty,  incorporated  parenthetically 
with  the  text. 

*  tA  4p  ry  XeyofUtHfi  cvayycX/y  irapwyyikfiara.     k.t.\.     Dial.  c.  TV.,  I  a 
5  Dial.,  100. 

*  There  is  one  reference  in  the  singular  to  the  Gospel  in  the  fragment  De 
Resurr,,  10,  which  is  of  doubtful  authenticity. 
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exclusively  used  by  distinguished  contemporaries  of  Justin,  and  by 
various  commiuiities  of  Christians  in  that  day,  could  such  an 
expression  be  taken  as  a  special  indication  of  the  canonical 
Gospels.* 

Describing  the  religious  practices  amongst  Christians  in  another 
place,  Justin  states  that,  at  their  assemblies  on  Sundays,  "  the 
fifemairs  of  the  Apostles  or  the  writings  of  the  prophets  are  read 
as  long  as  time  permits."^  This,  however,  by  no  means  identifies 
the  Memoirs  with  the  canonical  Gospels,  for  it  is  well  known  that 
many  writings  which  have  been  excluded  from  the  canon  were 
pubficly  read  in  the  churches  until  very  long  after  Justin's  day. 
We  have  already  met  with  several  instances  of  this.  Eusebius 
mentions  that  the  Epistle  of  the  Roman  Clement  was  publicly 
read  in  churches  in  his  time,3  and  he  quotes  an  Epistle  of 
Dionysius  of  Corinth  to  Soter,  the  Bishop  of  Rome,  which  states 
that  fact  for  the  purpose  of  "  showing  that  it  was  the  custom  to 
read  it  in  the  churches,  even  from  the  earliest  times."*  Dionysius 
likewise  mentions  the  public  reading  of  the  Epistle  of  Soter  to  the 
Corinthians.  Epiphanius  refers  to  the  reading  in  the  churches  of 
the  Epistle  of  Clement,^  and  it  continued  to  be  so  read  in  Jerome's 
day.*  In  like  manner  the  Shepherd  of  Hermas,^  the  "Apocalypse 
of  Peter,"^  and  other  works  excluded  from  the  canon,  were  publicly 
read  in  the  church  in  early  days.9  It  is  certain  that  Gospels  which 
did  not  permanently  secure  a  place  in  the  canon,  such  as  the  Gospel 
according  to  the  Hebrews,  the  Gospel  according  to  Peter,  the 
Gospel  of  the  Ebionites,  and  many  kindred  Gospels,  which  in 

'  Credner  argues  that,  had  Justin  intended  such  a  limitation,  he  must  have 
said,  A  icaXetrai  ra  riffffopa  einiyyiXia.     Gesch.  d.  N.  T.  Kan.y  p.  lO. 

'  rA  dTOfjLtnifji.o¥€J^fiaTa  tCov  dToardXtav^  ij  rA  ffvyypdfifULTa  rwy  itpo^ntrwv 
dvayiVibffKtrax  /i^xp*'^  ^TX^P^**     Apol.y  i.  67. 

3  H,  E.y  iii.  16. 

^  H.  E.y  iv.  23. 

5  Hot.,  XXX.  15. 

*  De  Vir.  IlL,  15 "qua  in  nonnullis  ecclesiis publice  Ugihir.^'* 

7  Eusebius,  H,  E.y  iii.  3 ;  Hieron.,  De  Vir.  IlL,  10. 

'  Sozom.,  -ff.  -£.,  vii.  19  j  Canon  Murator.^  Tregelles,  p,  56  f. 

9  The  Shepherd  of  Hermas  and  the  Apocalypse  of  Peter  are  enumerated 
amongst  the  books  of  Holy  Scripture  in  the  Stichometry  of  the  Codex 
Claramontanus  (ed.  Tischendorf,  p.  469  ;  cf.  Credner,  Gesch.  N.  T.  Kan.y  p. 
175  f.),  and  the  latter  is  placed  amongst  the  i.¥rCK^6iuvti.  in  the  Stichometjy 
of  Nicephorus,  together  with  the  Apocalypse  of  John  and  the  Gospel  according 
to  the  Hebrews.  (Credner,  Zur  Gesch.  d.  Kan,y  p.  117  ff)  In  the  Can. 
Mttrat.  the  Apoc.  of  Peter  is  received  along  with  that  of  John,  although  some 
object  to  its  being  read  in  the  Church.  {Can.  Murat.y  Tregelles,  p.  65; 
Credner,  Gesch.  N.  T.  Kan.y  p.  175  f.)  Tischendorf  conjectures  that  the 
Ap<»cadypse  of  Peter  may  have  been  inserted  between  the  Ep.  of  Barnabas  and 
the  Sb^erd  of  Hermas,  where  six  pages  are  missing  in  the  Codex  Sinaiticus. 
(Nov.  Test.  Sinait.f  Lipsiae,  1863,  Prokg.y  p.  xxxii.) 
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early  times  were  exclusively  used  by  various  communities,'  must 
have  been  read  at  their  public  assemblies.  The  public  reading  of 
Justin's  Memoirs,  therefore,  does  not  prove  anything,  for  this 
practice  was  by  no  means  limited  to  the  works  now  in  our  canon. 

The  idea  of  attributing  inspiration  to  the  Memoirs,  or  to  any 
other  work  of  the  Apostles,  with  the  single  exception,  as  we  shall 
presently  see,  of  the  Apocalypse  of  John,*  which,  as  prophecy, 
entered  within  his  limits,  was  quite  foreign  to  Justin,  who  recog- 
nised the  Old  Testament  alone  as  the  inspired  Word  of  God 
Indeed,  as  we  have  already  said,  the  very  name  "  Memoirs  "  in 
itself  excludes  the  thought  of  inspiration,  which  Justin  attributed 
only  to  prophetic  writings  ;  and  he  could  not  in  any  way  regard 
as  inspired  the  written  tradition  of  the  Apostles  and  their  followers, 
or  a  mere  record  of  the  words  of  Jesus.  On  the  contrary,  he 
held  the  accounts  of  the  Apostles  to  be  credible  solely  from  their 
being  authenticated  by  the  Old  Testament,  and  he  clearly  states 
that  he  believes  the  fects  recorded  in  the  Memoirs  because  the 
spirit  of  prophecy  had  already  foretold  them.3  According  to 
Justin,  the  Old  Testament  contained  all  that  was  necessary  for 
salvation,  and  its  prophecies  are  the  sole  criterion  of  truth — the 
Memoirs,  and  even  Christ  himself,  being  merely  its  interpreters.* 
He  says  that  Christ  commanded  us  not  to  put  faith  in  human 
doctrines,  but  in  those  proclaimed  by  the  holy  prophets,  and 
taught  by  himself.5  Prophecy  and  the  words  of  Christ  himself 
are  alone  of  dogmatic  value  ;  all  else  is  human  teaching.  Indeed, 
from  a  passage  quoted  with  approval  by  Irenaeus,  Justin,  in  his 
lost  work  against  Marcion,  said  :  "  I  would  not  have  believed  the 
Lord  himself  if  he  had  proclaimed  any  other  God  than  the 
Creator — that  is  to  say,  the  God  of  the  Old  Testament."^ 

That  Justin  does  not  mention  the  name  of  the  author  of  the 
Memoirs  would,  in  any  case,  render  any  argument  as  to  their 
identity  with  our  canonical  Gospels  inconclusive ;  but  the  total 
omission  to  do  so  is  the  more  remarkable  from  the  circumstance 
that  the  names  of  Old  Testament  writers  constantly  occur  in  his 

'  Cf.  Irenseus,  Adv,  Har.y  i.  26,  §  2,  iii.,  ii,  §  7  ;  Origen,  Comm.  in  EzecA,, 
xziv.  7;    Eusebius,  If.  £.,  iii.   25,  27,  vi.   12;  Epiphanius,  Ifar.,xx\x.  9, 
XXX.  3,   13  f.  ;  Theodoret,  Birr.  Fab.y  ii.  22 ;  Hieron.,  Adv.  Pelag.y  iii.  a, 
Comm,  in  Matth.^  xiL  13. 
ft     •  Dial.  c.  Tr.y  81. 

s  ApoL,  i.  33 ;  cf.  Dial.  c.  Tr.,  119,  ApoL,  i.  32,  Dial.  c.  Tr.y  48,  53. 

*  Cf.  Apol.y  i.  TO,  32,  52,  53,  61,  Dial.  c.  Tr.,  32,  43,  48,  100. 

^hrtil^  m^K  a^S/Hoirelois  Mdy/uurt  K€Ke\€6fffu$a  inr*  avroO  roO  XpwroQ 
T€l$ea^aif  dKKd  rott  ^a  twp  ftaxafdvw  Tpo^rifnaw  KJipvx$€un  koI  Si  wtoO 
didaxOMt&i.     Dial.  c.  Tr.y  48.  ^ 

^  Kal  icaXws  6  'lourr^ot  h  r^  irp6f  MapKUm^a  ffwrrdy/UMrl  ^ni<riP'  "On  cwr^  r^ 

KvpUp  WK  &r  4ir€UfBrfWy  (LXKov  Beiif  KarayyiXKmm,  itofA  rdr   Srifuwpybi^ 

Adv.  Bar.,  iv.  6,  §  2.     Eusebios,  B.  '£.y  iv.  18. 
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writings.  Semisch  counts  197  quotations  of  the  Old  Testament, 
in  which  Justin  refers  to  the  author  by  name,  or  to  the  book,  and 
only  1 17  in  which  he  omits  to  do  so,'  and  the  latter  number  might 
be  reduced  by  considering  the  nature  of  the  passages  cited,  and 
the  inutility  of  repeating  the  reference.'  When  it  is  considered, 
therefore,  that  notwithstanding  the  numerous  quotations  and  refer- 
ences to  facts  of  Christian  Wstory,  all  purporting  to  be  derived 
from  the  Memoirs,  he  absolutely  never,  except  in  the  one 
instance  referred  to,  mentions  an  author's  name,  or  specifies  more 
clearly  the  nature  of  the  source,  the  inference  must  not  only  be 
that  he  attached  small  importance  to  the  Memoirs,  but  also  that 
he  was  actually  ignorant  of  the  author's  name,  and  that  his  Gospel 
had  no  more  definite  superscription.  Upon  the  theory  that  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Apostles  were  simply  our  four  canonical  Gospels, 
the  singularity  of  the  omission  is  increased  by  the  diversity  of  con- 
tents and  of  authors,  and  the  consequently  greater  necessity  and 
probability  that  he  should,  upon  certain  occasions,  distinguish 
between  them.  The  fact  is  that  the  only  writing  of  the  New 
Testament  to  which  Justin  refers  by  name  is,  as  we  have  already 
mentioned,  the  ApooUypse,  which  he  attributes  to  *'  a  certain  man 
whose  name  was  Jolm,  one  of  the  Aposties  of  Christ,  who 
prophesied  by  a  revelation  made  to  him,"  etc.3  The  manner  in 
which  John  is  here  mentioned,  after  the  Memoirs  had  been  so 
constantly  indefinitely  referred  to,  clearly  shows  that  Justin  did  not 
possess  any  Gospel  also  attributed  to  John.  That  he  does  name 
John,  however,  as  author  of  the  Apocalypse,  and  so  frequently 
refers  to  Old  Testament  writers  by  name,  yet  never  identifies  the 
author  of  the  Memoirs,  is  quite  irreconcilable  with  the  idea  that  they 
were  the  canonical  Gospels. 

It  is  perfectly  clear,  however — and  this  is  a  point  of  very  great 
importance,  upon  which  critics  of  otherwise  widely  diverging  views 
are  agreed — that  Justin  quotes  from  a  written  source,  and  that  oral 
tradition  is  excluded  from  his  system.  He  not  only  does  not,  like 
Papias,  attach  value  to  tradition,  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  affirms 
that  in  the  Memoirs  is  recorded  ^^  everything  that  concerns  our 

'  Semisch,  Denkwurd.  JustinuSy  p.  84. 

'  It  is  not  requisite  that  we  should  in  detail  refute  the  groundless  argument 
that  the  looseness  of  Justin's  quotations  from  the  Old  Testament  justifies  the 
assumption  that  his  evangelical  quotations,  notwithstanding  their  disagreement 
and  almost  universal  inaccuracy,  are  taken  from  our  Gospels.  Those,  however, 
who  desire  to  examine  the  theory  further  may  be  referred  to  Semisch,  DU  ap, 
Denkw.  cU  Mart,  jMistimts,  pp.  239-273,  and  Bindemann,  Th.  Stud,  u. 
Kritiken^  1842,  p.  412  if.,  on  the  affirmative  side,  and  to  its  refutation  by 
Hilgeitfeld,  Die  Ew.  Justin's,  pp.  46-62,  Thetfl,  Jahrb,,  1850,  pp.  385-439, 
5^-578  ;  *nd  Credner,  Beitrdge^  ii. 

3  Ka2  iweid^  Kal  iro/S  iifwf  wHip  nt,  4^  inrofui  IvdpwvfSf  elf  rC^  dwoardXtm^  tov 
XpurroO,  h  dT0KaX6\/f€i,  ytwofUpxi  wV^,  x.r.X.     Dial,  c.  Tr,^  81. 
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Saviour  Jesus  Christ."'  He  constantly  refers  to  them,  directly,  as 
the  source  of  his  information  regarding  the  history  of  Jesus,  and 
distinctly  states  that  he  has  derived  his  quotations  from  them. 
There  is  no  reasonable  ground  for  affirming  that  Justin  supple- 
mented or  modified  the  contents  of  the  Memoirs  by  oral 
tradition.  It  must,  therefore,  be  remembered,  in  considering  the 
nature  of  these  Memoirs,  that  the  facts  of  Christian  history  and 
the  sayings  of  Jesus  are  derived  from  a  determinate  written  source, 
and  are  quoted  as  Justin  found  them  there.  Those  who  attempt 
to  explain  the  divergences  of  Justin's  quotations  from  the  canonical 
Gospels,  which  they  still  maintain  to  have  been  his  Memoirs,  on 
the  plea  of  oral  tradition,  defend  the  identity  at  the  expense  of  the 
authority  of  the  Gospels ;  for  nothing  could  more  forcibly  show 
Justin's  disregard  and  disrespect  for  the  Gospels  than  would  the 
fact  that,  possessing  them,  he  not  only  never  names  their  authors, 
but  considers  himself  at  liberty  continually  to  contradict,  modify, 
and  revise  their  statements. 

As  we  have  already  remarked,  when  we  examine  the  contents 
of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles  through  Justin's  numerous  quota- 
tions, we  find  that  many  parts  of  the  Gospel  narratives  are 
apparently  quite  unknown,  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  we  meet 
with  facts  of  evangelical  history  which  are  foreign  to  the  canonical 
Gospels,  and  others  which  are  contradictory  of  Gospel  statements. 
Justin's  quotations,  almost  without  exception,  vary  more  or  less 
from  the  parallels  in  the  canonical  text,  and  often  these  variations 
are  consistently  repeated  by  himself,  and  are  found  in  other  works 
about  his  time.  Moreover,  Justin  quotes  expressions  of  Jesus 
which  are  not  found  in  our  Gospels  at  all.  The  omissions, 
though  often  very  singular,  supposing  the  canonical  Gospels 
before  him,  and  almost  inexplicable  when  it  is  considered 
how  important  they  would  often  have  been  to  his  argument, 
need  not,  as  merely  negative  evidence,  be  dwelt  on  here; 
but  we  shall  briefly  illustrate  the  other  peculiarities  of  Justin's 
quotations. 

The  only  genealogy  of  Jesus  which  is  recognised  by  Justin  is 
traced  through  the  Virgin  Mary.  She  it  is  who  is  descended  from 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  from  the  house  of  David,  and 
Joseph  is  completely  set  aside."  Jesus  "  was  bom  of  a  virgin  of 
the  lineage  of  Abraham  and  tribe  of  Judah  and  of  David,  Christ, 
the  Son  of  God."3     "  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  has  been 

.'  oX  dwofunifiweiaamt  wdrra  rd  T€pl  toO  <rc#r%>os  ^fiC^  'Iiyo'oC  Xpurr^d 
iilSa^.     ApoL,  L  33. 

'  Dial,  c,  Tr.  23,  43  twice,  45  thrice,  100  twice,  loi,  120,  ApoL,  i.  3a  j  :cf. 
Matt.  i.  1-16  ;  Luke  iii.  23-28. 

3  eh  rbw  9td  rrjt  dirb  rod  yivovt  rov  *A^paa/A,  Koi  ^vXiff  *Ioi/da,  ical  Aa/3ld 
TopOhov  y€wnj$4pTa  vl^  toG  GcoO  Xpurrdf.     Dial.  c.  Tr,,  43. 
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bom  without  sin,  of  a  virgin  sprung  from  the  lineage  of  Abraham."' 
"  For  of  the  virgin  of  the  seed  of  Jacob,  who  was  the  father  of 
Judah,  who,  as  we  have  shown,  was  the  father  of  the  Jews,  by  the 
power  of  God  was  he  conceived ;  and  Jesse  was  his  forefather 
according  to  the  prophecy,  and  he  (Jesus)  was  the  son  of  Jacob 
and  Judah  according  to  successive  descent."*  The  genealogy  of 
Jesus  in  the  canonical  Gospels,  on  the  contrary,  is  traced  solely 
through  Joseph,  who  alone  is  stated  to  be  of  the  lineage  of  David.3 
The  genealogies  of  Matthew  and  Luke,  though  differing  in 
several  important  points,  at  least  agree  in  excluding  Mary.  That 
of  the  third  Gospel  commences  with  Joseph,  and  that  of  the  first 
ends  with  him  :  "And  Jacob  begat  Joseph,  the  husband  of  Mary, 
of  whom  was  bom  Jesus,  who  is  called  Christ."*  The  angel  who 
wams  Joseph  not  to  put  away  his  wife  addresses  him  as  "Joseph, 
thou  son  of  David  ";s  and  the  angel  Gabriel,  who,  according  to  the 
third  Gospel,  announces  to  Mary  the  supernatural  conception,  is 
sent  "  to  a  virgin  espoused  to  a  man  whose  name  was  Joseph,  of 
the  house  of  David."^  So  persistent,  however,  is  Justin  in 
ignoring  this  Davidic  descent  through  Joseph  that  not  only  does 
he  at  least  eleven  times  trace  it  through  Mary,  but  his  Gospel 
materially  differs  from  the  canonical,  where  the  descent  of  Joseph 
from  David  is  mentioned  by  the  latter.  In  the  third  Gospel 
Joseph  goes  to  Judaea,  "  unto  the  city  of  David,  which  is  called 
Bethlehem,  because  he  was  of  the  house  and  lineage  of  David."7 

Justin,  however,  simply  states  that  he  went  "  to  Bethlehem for 

his  descent  was  from  the  tribe  of  Judah,  which  inhabited  that 
r^on."*  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Justin  not  only  did  not 
derive  his  genealogies  from  the  canonical  Gospels,  but  that,  on  the 
contrary,  the  Memoirs,  from  which  he  did  learn  the  Davidic  descent 
through  Mary  only,  differed  persistently  and  materially  from  them. 
Many  traces  still  exist  to  show  that  the  view  of  Justin's 
Memoirs  of  the  Apostles  of  the  Davidic  descent  of  Jesus  through 
Mary  instead  of  through  Joseph,  as  the  canonical  Gospels 
represent  it,  was  anciently  held  in  the  Church.  Apocryphal 
Gospels  of  early  date,  based  without  doubt  upon  more  ancient 
evangelical  works,  are  still  extant,  in  which  the  genealogy  of  Jesus 
is  traced,  as  in  Justin's  Memoirs,  through  Mary.  One  of  these 
is  the  Gospel  of  James,  commonly  called  the  Protevangelium^  a 
work  referred  to  by  ecclesiastical  writers  of  the  third  and  fourth 
centuries,^  and  which  Tischendorf  even  ascribes  to  the  first  three 

'  Dial,  c.  Tr,y  23.       «  ApoL,  i.  32.        3  Matt.  i.  1-16 ;  cf.  Luke  iii.  23-28. 

*  Matt.  i.  16  ;  cf.  Luke  iii.  23.  s  Matt.  i.  20.  ^  Luke  i.  27. 

7  Luke  ii.  4.  «  Dial.  c.  Tr.,  78. 

9  Clemens,  Al.,  Strom.  ^  vii.  16,  §93;  Origen,  Comtn.  in  Matth.  iii.; 
Epiphanias,  liar.,  Ixxix.,  §  5 ;  cf.  Fabricius,  Cod.  Apocr.  N.  7".,  i.,  p.  39  ff.  ; 
Thiio,  Cod.  Apocr.  N.  T.  proleg.,  xlv.  ff. 
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decades  of  the  second  century,^  in  which  Mary  is  stated  to  be  of 
the  lineage  of  David.^  She  is  also  described  as  of  the  royal  race 
and  family  of  David  in  the  Gospel  of  the  Nativity  of  Mary  ;3  and 
in  the  Gospel  of  pseudo-Matthew  her  Davidic  descent  is  promi- 
nently mentioned/  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  all  of  these 
works  are  based  upon  earlier  originals,^  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  they  may  not  have  been  drawn  from  the  same  source  from 
which  Justin  derived  his  version  of  the  genealogy  in  contradiction 
to  the  Synoptics.^ 

In  the  narrative  of  the  events  which  preceded  the  birth  of 
Jesus,  the  first  Gospel  describes  the  angel  as  appearing  only  to 
Joseph  and  explaining  the  supernatural  conception,^  and  the 
author  seems  to  know  nothing  of  any  aimouncement  to  Mary.^ 
The  third  Gospel,  on  the  contrary,  does  not  mention  any  such 
angelic  appearance  to  Joseph,  but  represents  the  angel  as 
announcing  the  conception  to  Mary  herself  alone.9  Justin's 
Memoirs  know  of  the  appearances,  both  to  Joseph  and  to  Mary ; 
but  the  words  spoken  by  the  angel  on  each  occasion  differ 
materially  from  those  of  both  Gospels.'**  In  this  place  only  one 
pcMnt,  however,  can  be  noticed.    Justin  describes  the  angel  as 


'  IVann  wurden  u.  s.  w,,  p.  76  ff.,  cf.  Evangelia  Apocr,  Proleg,^  p.  xii.  ff. 

•  Kai  ifirfyrOyi  6  lepein  riyj  xacd^s  Mapidfif  6ri  ffv  iK  r^s  ^uX^s  Aa/3fd,  k.t.X. 
Protevangelium  Jacobiy  x.  Tischendorf,  Evangelia  Apocr,^  p.  19  f. ;  Fabricius, 
Cod.  ApocK.  N,  7:,  i.,  p.  90. 

3 Maria  de  stirpe  regia  et  familia  David  oriwtda.     Evang.  de  Nativ, 

Maria t  i.  ;  Fabricius,  Cod,  Apocr,  N.  T'.,!.,  p.  19;  Tischendorf,  Ev,  Apocr,, 
p.  106. 

^  Pseudo-Matth.  Evang,  y  i.,  xiii.,  etc.  ;  Tischendorf,  Ev,  Apocr.  ^  p.  54, 
73 ;  cf.  HisL  de  Nativ,  Mar,  et  de  Jnf,  Salv,,  xiii ;  Thilo,  Cod,  ap,  N,  T,, 
p.  374.  Regarding  the  antiquity  of  some  of  these  works,  cf.  Tischendorf,  Ev, 
Apocr,  Proieg,^  p.  xxv.  ff. 

5  Hilgenfeld,  Die  Ew,  JustitCs^  p.  154  if.  Hilgenfeld  conjectures  that  the 
Preievangelium  may  have  been  based  upon  the  Gnostic  work,  the  Vhva. 
M«^f  mentioned  by  Epiphanius,  or  on  the  Gospel  according  to  Peter,  ib,^ 
p.  159  ff.  ;  cf.  Volkmar,  Der  Ursprung,  p.  84  ff. ;  Tischendorf,  Wann  wurden^ 
u,  s,  w,,  p.  78  ff. 

*  Several  of  the  Fathers  in  like  manner  assert  the  Davidic  descent  through 
Mary.  Irenseus  states  that  ^e  was  "  of  the  lineage  of  David  "  (o^6t  iariv  iK 
rifs  Aa^S  vapBiyov  y€r6fM€Pos,  Adv,  Har.,  iii.,  21,  §  5),  and  he  argues 
that  the  Davidic  descent  through  the  Vii^[in  was  clearly  indicated  by  propl^cy. 
The  same  argument  is  taken  up  by  TertuUian,  who  distinctly  traces  the  descent 
of  Christ  through  Mary  {ex  stirpe  autem  Jesse  deputcUum  per  Mariam  inde 
censendum,  Adv,  Marcionem,  iii.  17.  Eundem  ex  genere  David  secundum 
Maria  censum^  lb,,  iv.  i,  cf.  v.  8).  It  is  most  probable  that  both  Irenseus  and 
Tertullian,  who  were  well  acquainted  with  the  writings  of  Justin,  followed  him  in 
this  matter,  for  they  very  closely  adopt  his  arguments.  They  may,  however, 
have  known  apocryphal  works  containing  the  Davidic  descent  through  Mary. 
They  certainly  did  not  derive  it  from  the  canonical  Gospels. 

1  Matt.  i.  20  f.  «  Cf.  Matt  i.  i8.  »  Luke  i.  26  f.,  cf.  ii.  5-6. 

'*»  ApoLy  i.  33,  Dial,  c,  Tr,,  78,  loa 
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sajTing  to  Mary,  *' '  Bdiold,  thou  shalt  conceive  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  shalt  bear  a  son,  and  he  shall  be  called  the  Son  of  the  Highest, 
and  thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus,  for  he  shall  save  his  people 
from  their  sins,'  as  they  taught  who  recorded  everything  that  con- 
cerns our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ"'  Now,  this  is  a  clear  and  direct 
quotation,  but,  besides  distinctly  differing  in  form  from  our 
Gospels,  it  presents  the  important  peculiarity  that  the  words,  "  for 
he  shall  save  his  people  from  their  sins,"  are  not,  in  Luke, 
addressed  to  Mary  at  all,  but  that  they  occur  in  the  first  Gospel 
in  the  address  of  the  angel  to  Joseph.^ 

These  words,  however,  are  not  accidentally  inserted  in  this 
place,  for  we  find  that  they  are  joined  in  the  same  manner  to  the 
address  of  the  angel  to  Mary  in  the  Protevangelium  of  James : 
"  For  the  power  of  the  Lord  will  overshadow  thee ;  wherefore  also 
that  holy  thing  which  is  bom  of  thee  shall  be  called  the  Son  of 
the  Highest,  and  thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus,  for  he  shall  save 
his  people  from  their  sins."3  Tischendorf  states  his  own  opinion 
that  this  passage  is  a  recollection  of  the  Protevangelium  uncon- 
sciously added  by  Justin  to  the  account  in  Luke,*  but  the  arbitrary 
nature  of  the  limitation  "  unconsciously  "  (phne  dass  er  sick  dessen 
bewusst  war)  here  is  evident.  There  is  a  point  in  connection  with 
this  which  merits  a  moment's  attention.  In  the  text  of  the 
Protevangelium^  edited  by  Tischendorf,  the  angel  commences  his 
address  to  Mary  by  saying,  "  Fear  not,  Mary,  for  thou  hast  found 
favour  before  the  Lord,  and  thou  shalt  conceive  of  His  Word  " 
(#cai  (TuXXi}^  €K  Xoyov  avrov).5  Now,  Justin,  after  quoting 
the  passage  above,  continues  to  argue  that  the  Spirit  and  the 
power  of  God  must  not  be  misunderstood  to  mean  anything  else 
than  the  Word,  who  is  also  the  first-bom  of  God,  as  the  prophet 
Moses  declared ;  and  it  was  this  which,  when  it  came  upon  the 
Virgin  and  overshadowed  her,  caused  her  to  conceive.^  The 
occurrence  of   the  singular    expression   in   the  Protevangelium 


K\7fdi/j(r€Tai'  Kal  KoX^ffeis  t6  6yofJui  ovtov  *lrf<rovp '  avrbt  yi.p  (nixrcL  rhv  Xahv  airou 
dxb  TUP  &/jLapTii2w  outQv  *  m  ol  dwofiyrifiope^aPTes  wdrra  rd  wepl  rw  ffdrr^pos 
ilfiOtf  'lT7<rou  XpiffTOv  idlda^.     Apol.^  i.  33. 

■  Matt.  L  21. 

3  Aj^tifus  yap  Kvplov  iirunadff€i  aoi'  Sib  Kcd  rb  yevptifj^epoy  iK  <rw  &yiotf 
K\n&i/jff€Tai  vlbs  v^lcToV  Kal  icaX^cretj  rb  Bvo^ia  airrov  'IijffoOf.  a&rbs  yap  ffttxrei 
rbv  \ahp  a(rrw)  i.xb  tCjp  dfiapriQw  aiVruv.  Protev.  Jacobiy  xi. ;  Tischendorf, 
Evang,  Apocr,,  p.  22  ;  Fabricius,  Cod,  Apocr.  N.  71,  i.,  p.  93. 

*  Wann  wurden^  u,  s.  w.,  p.  77. 

^Protev,  Jac.y  xi.  ;  Tischendorf,  Evang,  Apocr. •,  p.  21  f.  The  peculiar 
expression  is  wanting  in  most  of  the  other  known  MSS. 

°  Td  irvtvfAa  o5i»  Kal  t^p  iOvafuv  t^w  irapd  tcIu  dew  oddhr  AWo  vorj^ai  $4fUi  1j 
rbv  \6yoPf  it  koI  irpwbroKOS  rtp  $€f  i^ri,  a>f  "M-w^s  6  xpoSedffXwfi^wot  xpo^^nyt 
ifA^vae.    Kal  tovto,  i\$bp  ivl  HfP  TapOhop  jcai  iruTKido'a^,  k.t.X.    ApoL,  i.  33. 

O 
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and  the  similar  explanation  of  Justin  immediately  accompanying  a 

variation  from  our  Gospels,  which    is    equally    shared   by  the 

apocryphal   work,   strengthens   the  suspicion  of    a   similarity  of 

origin.     Justin's  divergences  from  the  Protevangelium  prevent  our 

supposing  that,  in  its  pr6Sflg|4||MMteflMliriiMfeihMBtfilBBiMM^ 

source  of  his  quotatic 

between  the  extant  M 

the  most  ancient  does 

much  more  probable  tl 

to  which  both  the  R- 

indebted. 

Justin's  account  of 
peculiar,  and  evidently 
source.  It  may  be  wel 
side  by  side  : — 

Justin.     Dial.  c.  T 
On  the  occasion  of  the  \ 
which    was    taken    in  JuA 
'loi^a/f) 

under     Cyrenius     {first     - 

{tiriTpviroi)  of  Judcea.     Ap*- 

Joseph  had  gone  up  from 

where  he  dwelt, 

to  Bethlehem,  from  whenc* 

to  enrol  himself ; 

for   his   descent   was  from 

of    Judah,     which     inhab 

region. 

Attention  has  already  t 

which  the  Davidic  desc< 

Mary,  and  to  the  supp: 

seem  to  indicate  a  claim 

tinuation  of  a  peculiar  n 

of  Jesus,  differing  mat 

impossible  to  regard  tl 

arbitrary  correction  by  J 

hold  it  to  be  derived  fro: 

of  those  from  which  Lul 

of  the  narrative;  and  thi 

in  the  earlier  history,  pr 

account.     It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  uito  the  question  of  the 

correctness  of  the  date  of  this  census,  but  it  is  evident  that  Justin's 

Memoirs  clearly  and  deliberately  modify  the  canonical  narrative. 

The  limitation  of  the  census  to  Judea,  instead  of  extending  it  to 

the    whole   Roman   Empire;    the    designation  of    Cyrenius  as 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JUSTIN  MARTYR  195 


hriTpowos  of  Judsea  instead  of  rj-yefuav  of  Syria;  and  the 
careful  suppression  of  the  Davidic  element  in  connection  with 
Joseph,  indicate  a  •  peculiar  written  source  different  from  the 
Synoptics. 

Had  Justin  departed  from  the  account  in  Luke  with  the  view  of 
correcting  inaccurate  statements^  the  matter  might  have  seemed 
more  consistent  with  the  use  of  the  third  Gospel,  although,  at  the 
same  time,  it  might  have  evinced  but  little  reverence  for  it  as  a 
canonical  work.  On  the  contrary,  however,  the  statements  of 
Justin  are  still  more  inconsistent  with  history  than  those  in  Luke, 
inasmuch  as,  so  far  from  being  the  first  Procurator  of  Judea,  as 
Justin's  narrative  states  in  opposition  to  the  third  Gospel,  Cyrenius 
never  held  that  office,  but  was  really,  later,  the  imperial  proconsul 
over  Syria,  and,  as  such,  when  Judsea  became  a  Roman  piovince 
after  the  banishment  of  Archelaus,  had  the  power  to  enrol  the 
inhabitants,  and  instituted  Caponius  as  first  Procurator  of  Judaea. 
Justin's  statement  involves  the  position  that  at  one  and  the  same 
time  Herod  was  the  King,  and  Cyrenius  the  Roman  Procurator  of 
Judaea.'  In  the  same  spirit,  and  departing  from  the  usual  narra- 
tive of  the  Synoptics,  which  couples  the  birth  of  Jesus  with  "  the 
days  of  Herod  the  King,"  Justin,  in  another  place,  states  that 
Christ  was  bom  "under  Cyrenius."^  Justin  evidently  adopts, 
without  criticism,  a  narrative  which  he  found  in  his  Memoirs,  and 
does  not  merely  correct  and  remodel  a  passage  of  the  third  Gospel, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  seems  altogether  ignorant  of  it. 

The  genealogies  of  Jesus  in  the  first  and  third  Gospels  differ 
irreconcileably  from  each  other.  Justin  differs  from  both.  In 
this  passage  another  discrepancy  arises.  While  Luke  seems  to 
represent  Nazareth  as  the  dwellir^-place  of  Joseph  and  Mary,  and 
Bethlehem  as  the  city  to  which  they  went  solely  on  account  of  the 
census,3  Matthew,  who  appears  to  know  nothing  of  the  census, 
makes  Bethlehem,  on  the  contrary,  the  place  of  residence  of 
Joseph  ;4  and,  on  coming  back  from  Egypt,  with  the  evident 
intention  of  returning  to  Bethlehem,  Joseph  is  warned  by  a  dream 
to  turn  aside  into  Galilee,  and  he  goes  and  dwells — apparently  for 
the  first  time — "  in  a  city  called  Nazareth,  that  it  might  be  fulfilled 
which  was  spoken  by  the  prophets  :  He  shall  be  called  a  Nazarene."5 
Justin,  however,  goes  still  further  than  the  third  Gospel  in  his 

*  Cf.  Joseph.,  Antiq,.,  xviii.  I,  §  I  ;  Tertullian,  Adv,  MarCf  iv.  19. 
»  Apol.,  i.  46.  3  Luke  ii.  4. 

*  Matt.  ii.  I ;  cf.  Alford^  Greek  TesL,  i.,  p.  14. 

5  Matt.  ii.  22  f.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  point  out  that  the  author  of 
the  first  Gospel  quotes  some  apocryphal  work,  and  that  the  last  word  is  a 
total  misconception  of  the  phrase.  The  word  Na^<v/>aiOf  should  have  been 
Na^/Nuof ,  and  the  term  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  town  of 
Nazareth. 
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departure  from  the  data  of  Matthew,  and  where  Luke  merely 
infers,  Justin  distinctly  asserts  Nazareth  to  have  been  the  dwelling- 
place  of  Joseph  (ivOa  ^K€i),  and  Bethlehem,  in  contradistinction, 
the  place  from  which  he  derived  his  origin  {S$€v  ^v). 

The  same  view  is  to  be  found  in  several  apocryphal  Gospels 
still  extant.  In  the  Protevangelium  of  James,  again,  we  find 
Joseph  journeying  to  Bethlehem  with  Mary  before  the  birth  of 
Jesus.'  The  census  here  is  ordered  by  Augustus,  who  commands  : 
"  That  all  who  were  in  Bethlehem  ofjudaa  should  be  enrolled,"' 
a  limitation  worthy  of  notice  in  comparison  with  that  of  Justin. 
In  like  manner  the  Gospel  of  the  Nativity.  This  Gospel  represents 
the  parents  of  Mary  as  living  in  Nazareth,  in  which  place  she  was 
bom,3  and  it  is  here  that  the  angel  Gabriel  announces  to  her 
the  supernatural  conception.*  Joseph  goes  to  Bethlehem  to  set 
his  house  in  order  and  prepare  what  is  necessary  for  the  marriage, 
but  then  returns  to  Nazareth,  where  he  remains  with  Mary  until 
her  time  was  nearly  accomplished,  ^  "  when  Joseph,  having  taken 
his  wife,  with  whatever  else  was  necessary,  went  to  the  city  of 
Bethlehem,  whence  he  was."^  The  phrase  "  unde  ipse  eraV^  recalls 
the  3dcv  y\v  of  Justin.7 

As  we  continue  the  narrative  of  the  birth  and  infancy  of  Jesus 
we  meet  with  further  variations  from  the  account  in  the  canonical 
Gospels  for  which  the  preceding  have  prepared  us,  and  which 
indicate  that  Justin's  Memoirs  certainly  differed  from  them. 

Justin.    Dial.  78. 

But  the  child  having  been  bom  in 
Bethlehem — for  Joseph,  not  being 
able  to  find  a  lodfipng  in  the  village, 
locked  in  a  certain  cave  near  the 
village,  and  then  while  they  were 
there  Mary  had  brought  forth  the 
Christ  and  had  placed  him  in  a 
manger,  etc. 


Luke  ii.  7. 

And  she  brought  forth  her  first- 
bom  son,  and  wrapped  him  in 
swaddling  clothes  ana  laid  him  in 
the  manger ;  because  there  was  no 
room  in  me  inn. 


^ev.  Jac.^  xvii.,  cf.  xxi.  ;  Fabricius,   Cod,  Apocr,  N.   T'.,  i.,  p.   103; 


'  Protev. 
Tischendorf^  ^vang.  Apocr.  ^  p.  30,  p.  39. 

Bri0\€ifi  TTis 'lovSaias.     ProUv.Jcu.^rynA, 

3  Evang,  de  Nativ.  Marue^  i.  and  viii. ;  cf.  Evang.  Thoma  Lot.,  iii.  ; 
Tischendorf,  Evang.  Apocr,  ^  p.  158. 

*  Ev,  de  Nat,  Maria j  ix.  '  ^  Ib.^  viii.,  ix. 

^Joseph,  uxore  cum  cUiis  qua  necessaria  erant  assumta  BethUhem  civitatem^ 
unde  ipse  eraty  tetendit^  Evang,  de  Nat,  Mar, ,  x.  ;  Fabricius,  Cod,  Apocr, 
N,  71,  i.,  p.  37  ;  Tischendorf,  Ev.  Apocr,  ^  p.  114,  cf.  Evang.  infantia  Arab.y 
ii. ;  Fabricius,  ib.,  i.,  p.  169;  Tischendorf,  ib,,  p.  171.  Here  Joseph  goes 
from  Jemasdem  to  Bethlehem,  his  native  city. 

'  Cf.  Hist,  de  Nat,  Mar,  et  de  Inf,  Saiv.^  xiii.  "  Necesse  cmtem  fuerat,  ut 
^Joseph  cum  Maria  proficisceretur  in  Bethlehem t  quia  exinde  eraty  et  Maria 
de  tribu  Juda  et  de  domo  ac  patria  David:'  Thilo,  Cod,  Apocr,  N,  T,, 
p.  374. 
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At  least  it  is  clear  that  these  particulars  of  the  birth  of  Jesus — 
not  taking  place  in  Bethlehem  itself,  but  in  a  cave  (cv  <nri;XaM^) 
near  the  village,  because  Joseph  could  not  find  a  lodging  there — 
are  not  derived  from  our  Gospels;  sind  here  even  Semisch'  is 
forced  to  abandon  his  theory  that  Justin's  variations  arise  merely 
from  imperfectly  quoting  from  memory,  and  to  conjecture  that  he 
must  have  adopted  tradition.  It  has,  however,  been  shown  that 
Justin  himself  distinctly  excludes  tradition,  and  in  this  case,  more- 
over, there  are  many  special  reasons  for  believing  that  he  quotes' 
from  a  written  source.  Ewald  rightly  points  out  that  here,  wad  in 
other  passages  where,  in  common  with  ancient  ecclesiastical 
writers,  Justin  departs  from  our  Gospels,  the  variation  can  in  no 
way  be  referred  to  oral  tradition;*  and,  moreover,  that  when 
Justin  proves3  from  Isaiah  xxxiii.  16  that  Christ  must  be  bom  in 
a  cave,  he  thereby  shows  how  certainly  he  found  the  fact  of  the 
cave  in  his  written  Gospel.*  The  whole  argument  of  Justin 
excludes  the  idea  that  he  could  avail  himself  of  mere  traditioiL 
He  maintains  that  everything  which  the  prophets  had  foretold  of 
Christ  had  actually  been  fulfilled,  and  he  perpetually  refers  to  the 
Memoirs  and  other  written  documents  for  the  verification  of  his 
assertions.  He  either  refers  to  the  prophets  for  the  confirmation 
of  the  Memoirs  or  shows  in  the  Memoirs  the  narrative  of  facts 
which  are  the  accomplishment  of  prophecies ;  but  in  both  cases 
it  is  manifest  that  there  must  have  been  a  record  of  the  facts 
which  he  mentions.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  circum- 
stances we  have  just  quoted,  and  which  are  not  found  in  the 
canonical  Gospels,  must  have  been  narrated  in  Justin's  Memoirs. 

We  find,  again,  the  same  variations  as  in  Justin  in  several 
extant  apocryphal  Gospels.  The  Frotevan^ium  of  James 
represents  the  birth  of  Jesus  as  taking  place  in  a  cave  ;s  so,  also, 
the  Arabic  Gospel  of  the  Infancy,^  and  several  others.^  This 
uncanonical  detail  is  also  mentioned  by  several  of  the  Fathers, 
Origen  and  Eusebius  both  stating  that  die  cave  and  the  manger 
were  still  shown  in  their  day.^    Tischendorf  does  not  hesitate  to 


*  Denkwurdigk.  d.  Marl.  JtisL ,  p.  390  f. 
^Jahrb.  bibl.  Wiss^  1853-54,  p.  60. 

3  Dial,  71,  cf.  70.  *  lb.,  p.  60,  anm.  i. 

^  Protev,  Jac,^  xviii.  ;  Fabricius,  Cod,  Apocr,  N,  7\,  i.,  p.  105;  Tischen- 
dorf, Evang,  Apocr.y  p.  32. 

*  Evang,  InfiuUia  Arab.,  ii.,  iii.  ;  Fabricius,  tb,,  i.,  p.  169  f.  ;  Tischendorf, 
lb.,  p.  171  f. 

"I  Pseudo-Matt.  Ev.,  xiii.,  xiv.  ;  Tischendorf,  ib.y  p.  74  f.  ;  Historia 
Josephi  Fab.  Lign.^  vii.  ;  Tischendoif,  ib.,  p.  118 ;  Hist,  de  Nat.  Mar,  et  de 
Inf.  Salv,,  xiv.;  Thilo,  Cod,  Apocr,  N.  7'.,  p.  381. 

®  Origen,  Contra  Cels,,  i.  51  ;  Eusebius,  Vita  Const,,  iii.  40  f.  Their  only 
variation  from  Justin's  account  is,  that  they  speak  of  the  cave  as  in  Beth- 
lehem, while  Justin  describes  it  as  near  the  village.       Credner  remarks  that 
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affirm  that  Justin  derived  this  circumstance  from  the  Protevan- 
geHum.^  Justin,  however,  does  not  distinguish  such  a  source; 
and  the  mere  fact  that  we  have  still  extant  a  form  of  that  Gospel 
in  which  it  occurs  by  no.  means  justifies  such  a  specific  con- 
clusion, when  so  many  other  works,  now  lost,  may  equally  have 
contained  it.  If  the  fact  be  derived  from  the  Protevangelium^ 
that  work,  or  whatever  other  apocryphal  Gospel  may  have  supplied 
it,  must  be  admitted  to  have  at  least  formed  part  of  the  Memoirs 
of  the  ApostUs^  and  with  that  necessary  admission  ends  all  special 
identification  of  the  Memoirs  with  our  canonical  Gospels.  Much 
more  probably,  however,  Justin  quotes  from  the  more  ancient 
source  from  which  the  Protevangelium  and,  perhaps,  Luke  drew 
their  narrative.  There  can  be  very  little  doubt  that  the  Gospel 
according  to  the  Hebrews  contained  an  account  of  the  birth  in 
Bethlehem,  and,  as  it  is  at  least  certain  that  Justin  quotes  other 
particulars  known  to  have  been  in  it,  there  is  fair  reason  to  suppose 
that  he  likewise  found  this  fact  in  that  work«  In  any  case,  it  is 
indisputable  that  he  derived  it  from  a  source  different  from  our 
canonical  Gospels. 

Justin  does  not  apparently  know  anything  of  the  episode  of  the 
shepherds  of  the  plain,  and  the  angelic  appearance  to  them, 
narrated  in  the  third  Gospel* 

To  the  cave  in  which  the  infant  Jesus  is  bom  came  the  Magi ; 
but,  instead  of  employing  the  phrase  used  by  the  first  Gospel, 
"  Magi  from  the  East  "3  (fwiyot  a-irh  avaroAwv),  Justin  always 
describes  them  as  "  Magi  from  Arabia "  (fmyoi  dirh  ^Apapias), 
Justin  is  so  punctilious  that  he  never  speaks  of  these  Magi 
without  adding  "  from  Arabia,"  except  twice,  where,  however,  he 
immediately  mentions  Arabia  as  the  point  of  the  argument  for 
which  they  are  introduced ;  and  in  the  same  chapter  in  which  this 
occurs  he  four  times  calls  them  directly  Magi  from  Arabia.^  He 
uses  this  expression  not  less  than  nine  times,  s  That  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  term  "  the  East,"  and  that  with  a  different  context 
it  was  common  to  his  vocabulary,  is  proved  by  his  use  of  it  else- 
where.^ It  is  impossible  to  resist  the  conviction  that  Justin's 
Memoirs  contained  the  phrase,  "Magi  from  Arabia,"  which  is 
foreign  to  our  Gospels. 

the  sacredness  of  the  spot  might  by  that  time  have  attracted  people,  and  led 
to  the  extension  of  the  town  in  that  direction,  till  the  site  might  have  become 
really  joined  to  Bethlehem.  Credner,  Beitrage,  i.,  p.  235,  cf.  Socrates, 
H.  £.,{.  17  ;  Sozomen,  H,  E,^  ii.  2  ;  Epiphanius,  Har.^  xx.  I  ;  Hieron., 
Ep,^  Iviii.,  ad  Paul. 

*  Evang.  Apocr,  Proleg.^  p.  xiii.,  Wann  wurden,  u,  s.  w,,  p.  76  ff. 

»  Luke  ii.  8,  20.  3  Matt  ii.  i.  ♦  Dial,  c,  Tr,,  78. 

s  Dial.  77,  78  four  times,  88,  102,  103,  106. 

^  Died.  76,  120,  121,  126,  140,  etc.  ;  cf.  Hilgenfeld,  Die  Ew.  Jusiitis^ 
p.  149. 
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Again,  according  to  Justin,  the  Magi  see  the  star  "  in  the  heaven  " 
(cv  T^  ovpavij)),'  and  not  "in. the  East"  (ev  t^  avaroX^V  as  the 
first  Gospel  has  it  :*  "  When  a  star  rose  in  heaven  (cv  ovpavt^)  at 
the  time  of  his  birth,  as  is  recorded  in  the  Memoirs  of  the 
ApostksJ^  He  apparently  knows  nothing  of  the  star  guiding 
them  to  the  place  where  the  young  child  was.*  Herod,  moreover, 
questions  the  elders  (irp«rpvT€poi)5  as  to  the  place  where  the 
Christ  should  be  bom,  and  not  the  "  chief  priests  and  scribes  of 
the  people  "  {dpxi€pus  koI  ypa.fijw.rth  tov  Xaov).^  These  diver- 
gences, taken  in  connection  with  those  which  are  interwoven  with 
the  whole  narrative  of  the  birth,  can  only  proceed  from  the  fact 
that  Justin  quotes  from  a  source  different  from  ours. 

Justin  relates  that  when  Jesus  came  to  Jordan  he  was  believed 
to  be  the  son  of  Joseph,  the  carpenter,  and  he  appeared  without 
comeliness,  as  the  Scriptures  announced ;  "  and  being  considered 
a  carpenter — for,  when  he  was  amongst  men,  he  made  carpenter's 
works,  ploughs,  and  yokes  (aporpa  koX  firya) ;  by  these  both 
teaching  the  symbols  of  righteousness  and  an  active  life. "7  These 
details  are  foreign  to  the  canonical  Gospels.  Mark  has  the  expres- 
sion, "  Is  not  this  the  carpenter,  the  son  of  Mary  ?*'*  but  Luke 
omits  it  altpgether.9  The  idea  that  the  Son  of  God  should  do 
carpenter's  work  on  earth  was  very  displeasing  to  many  Christians, 
and  attempts  to  get  rid  of  the  obnoxious  phrase  are  evident  in 
Mark.  Apparently  the  copy  which  Origen  used  had  omitted  even 
the  modified  phrase,  for  he  declares  that  Jesus  himself  is  nowhere 
called  a  carpenter  in  the  Gospels  current  in  the  Church.'**  A  few ' 
MSS.  are  still  extant  without  it,  although  it  is  found  in  all  the 
more  ancient  Codices. 

Traces  of  these  details  are  found  in  several  apocryphal  works ; 
especially  in  the  Gospel  of  Thomas,  where  it  is  said  :  "  Now,  his 
ftither  was  a  carpenter,  and  made  at  that  time  ploughs  and  yokes  " 
{aporpa  Ka\  (vyovsY^ — an  account  which,  from  the  similarity  of 


*  Dia/.  106.  »  Matt.  ii.  2,  ct  ii.  9.  3  Dia/.  106. 

*  Matt  iL  9.  5  Dia/.  78.  *  Matt.  ii.  4. 

7  Kai  T^KTOPOS   vo^uj^ofUvov  TouTa  yhp  rd  TCKTowiKa  (pya   elpyd^ero  iv 

i^Spiinroii  Cav^  Aporpa  koX  jVyd'  8id  To&rtav  koX  rd  riji  8iKai<xr6injt  cr^fi^oXa 
MdffKtop,  Kol  ipepyrj  pLw.     DicU.  88. 

*  odx  f3^()ii  i(rriP  6  riKTioVy  6  wWs  Map^s  ;  Mark  vi.  3. 
9  Cf.  Luke  iii.  25. 

"  &n  o&dafMv  rfiv  ip  Ttut  iKKXri^iatt  ^pofiiviov  eimrfyeKimit  Timav  airrhi  6 

'li^ouf  dwayiypOLimu.  Contra  Cels,,  vi.  36 ;  cf.  Credner,  Beitrdge^  i.,  j).  239  ; 
Hileenfeid,  i)itf  ^w./«j/iV5,  p.  152. 

"  O  **  lear^p  adrmj  T^rrwr  ^Jr,  koI  iirolei  ip  rip  Koip^  iK€iPip  dporpa  koI  flryoiH. 
Evoptg.  Tkoma  Grace^  A.  xiii.;  Tisdiendorf,  Ev.  Apocr.y  p.  144  cf.  ;  Evang. 
Tkoma  Lat.y  xi.  ;  Tischendorf,  1*.,  p.  166 ;  Pimdo-Matth.  Ev.y  xxxvii.  ; 
Tischendorf,  ib.^  p.  99 ;  Evang,  /^jA^*  Arad.,  xxxviii.  ;  Tischendoif,  id.r 
p,  193 ;  Fabridas,  Cod.  Apocr.  N.  /.,  p.  200, 
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language,  was  in  all  probability  derived  from  the  same  source  as 
that  of  Justin.  The  explanation  which  Justin  adds,  "  by  which 
he  taught  the  symbols  of  righteousness  and  an  active  life,"  seems 
to  indicate  that  he  refers  to  a  written  narrative  containing  the 
detail,  already,  perhaps,  falling  into  sufficient  disfavour  to  require 
the  aid  of  symbolical  interpretation. 

In  the  narrative  of  the  baptism  there  are  many  peculiarities 
which  prove  that  Justin  did  not  derive  it  from  our  Gospels, 
Thrice  he  speaks  of  John  sitting  by  the  river  Jordan :  "  He  cried 
as  he  sat  by  the  river  Jordan ";'  "  While  he  still  sat  by  the  river 
Jordan";*  and  "For  when  John  sat  by  the  Jordan. "3  This 
peculiar  expression,  so  frequently  repeated,  must  have  been  derived 
from  a  written  Gospel.  Then  Justin,  in  proving  that  Jesus  pre- 
dicted his  second  coming,  and  the  reappearance  of  Elijah,  states  : 
**  And  therefore  our  Lord,  in  his  teaching,  announced  that  this 
should  take  place,  saying  Elias  also  should  come  "  (tivtav  koI  'HXiav 
€Xcvcr€<r^i).  A  little  lower  down  he  again  expressly  quotes  the 
words  of  Jesus  :  "  For  which  reason  our  Christ  declared  on  earth 
to  those  who  asserted  that  Elias  must  come  before  Christ :  Elias, 
indeed,  shall  come,"  etc.  ('HXmis  /uv  IXewrerai,  ic.t.X).4  Matthew, 
however,  reads  :  "  Elias  indeed  cometh,"  'HXtas  fuv  cpx^rat,  K»r.k.s 
Now,  there  is  no  version  in  which  eXcw-erat  is  substituted  for 
tpx^rai,  as  Justin  does ;  but,  as  Credner  has  pointed  out,^  the 
whole  weight  of  Justin's  argumait  lies  in  the  use  of  the  future 
tense.  As  there  are  so  many  other  variations  in  Justin's  context, 
this  likewise  appears  to  be  derived  from  a  source  different  from 
our  Gospels. 

When  Jesus  goes  to  be  baptised  by  John  many  striking 
peculiarities  occur  in  Justin's  narrative :  "As  Jesus  went  down 
to  the  water  a  fire  also  was  kindled  in  the  Jordan ;  and  when  he 
came  up  from  the  water  the  Holy  Spirit,  like  a  dove,  fell  upon 

him,  as  the  apostles  of  this  very  Christ  of  ours  wrote and  at 

the  same  time  a  voice  came  from  the  heavens Thou  art  my 

son ;  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee."7 

The  incident  of  the  fire  in  Jordan  is,  of  course,  quite  foreign 
to  our  Gospels ;  and,  further,  the  words  spoken  by  the  heavenly 
voice  differ  from  those  reported  by  them,  for,  instead  of  the  passage 


*  Sirrii  iwl  rhv  ^lopddniw  Tirrafibp  Kadej^SfuvoSf  i^6a'  k.t.X,     Dial,  49. 
'  fri  ouirrw  K(i$€J^ofUwov  ivl  tou  *lofSdwov  irorafAOu,  k.t.X.     Dial,  51. 

3  'IcMirrou  yop  KaOe^ofUvov  irl  rou  *lop6dtroVy  k.t.X.     Dial.  88. 

*  Dial.  49.         s  xvii.  II.  Many  MSS.  add  TpCoTw,        *  BeiirSge^  i.,  p.  219. 
7  Kar€\d6trr<n  too  'Iiyo-ov  ixl  rb  0dw/>,  Kol  wvp  dtr/f^$ii  4p  n}  ^lopHipji'    koI 

dMidtWoT  airrov  <l»i6  row  Marof,  t^  repctfrepdr  t6  fkyiw  wpevfia  ^xtrr^oi  lur* 

aOr^  iypa\/^aif  ol  dTdtrroKoi  tuirrw  rotW-ov  tw  Xpiarov  iffju^ koI  ^w^  4k  tQt 

odpopC^  diia  i\ii\C$(i **TU9  fiyov  eZ  c(r    '4yi»  ^/lepow  yey^^imiKm  <r€." 

Dial.  88. 
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from  Psalm  ii.  7,  the  Gospels  have  :  "  Thou  art  my  beloved  son ; 
in  thee  I  am  well  pleased."'  Justin  repeats  his  version  a  second 
time  in  the  same  chapter,  and  again  elsewhere  he  says,  r^arding 
the  temptation :  "  For  this  devil  also,  at  the  time  when  he  (Jesus) 
went  up  from  the  river  Jordan,  when  the  voice  declared  to  him : 
*  Thou  art  my  son ;  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee,'  it  is  written  in 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles^  came  to  him  and  tempted  him,"  etc." 
In  both  of  these  passages  it  will  be  perceived  that  Justin 
directly  refers  to  the  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles  as  the  source  of  his 
statements.  Some  have  argued  that  Justin  only  appeals  to  them 
for  the  fact  of  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  not  for  the  rest 
of  the  narrative.  It  has  of  course  been  felt  that,  if  it  can  be  shown 
that  Justin  quotes  from  the  Memoirs  words  and  circumstances 
which  are  not  to  be  found  in  our  canonical  Gospels,  the  identity 
of  the  two  can  no  longer  be  maintained.  It  is,  however,  in  the 
highest  degree  arbitrary  to  affirm  that  Justin  intends  to  limit  his 
appeal  to  the  testimony  of  the  apostles  to  one-half  of  his  sentence. 
To  quote  authority  for  one  assertion,  and  to  leave  another  in  the 
same  sentence,  closely  connected  with  it  and  part  indeed  of  the 
very  same  narrative,  not  only  unsupported,  but  weakened  by 
direct  exclusion,  would  indeed  be  singular,  for  Justin  affirms 
with  equal  directness  and  confidence  the  fact  of  the  fire  in  Jordan, 
the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  words  spoken  by  the 
heavenly  voice.  If,  in  the  strictest  grammatical  accuracy,  there 
be  no  absolute  necessity  to  include  in  the  quotation  more  than 
the  phrase  immediately  preceding,  there  is  not,  on  the  other  hand, 
anything  which  requires  ot  warrants  the  exclusion  of  the  former 
part  of  the  sentence.  The  matter  must  therefore  be  decided 
according  to  fair  inference  and  reasonable  probability ;  and  these, 
as  well  as  all  the  evidence  concerning  Justin's  use  of  the  Memoirs, 
irresistibly  point  to  the  conclusion  that  the  whole  passage  b  derived 
from  one  source.  In  the  second  extract  given  above  it  is  per- 
fectly clear  that  the  words  spoken  by  the  heavenly  voice,  which 
Justin  again  quotes,  and  which  are  not  in  our  Gospels,  were 
recorded  in  the  Memoirs,  for  Justin  could  not  have  referred  to 
them  for  an  account  of  the  temptation  at  the  time  when  Jesus 
went  up  from  Jordan  and  the  voice  said  to  him,  **  Thou  art  my 
son ;  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee,"  if  these  facts  and  words  were 
not  recorded  in  them  at  alL3     It  is  impossible  to  doubt,  after 

'  Zd  et  6  vX&i  fjLov  6  dyaTrjrSs,  i¥  <fol  €v^6icii<Ta.  Mark  i.  1 1 »  Luke  iii.  22. 
The  first  Gospel  has  a  slight  variation  :  *•  This  is  my  son,  etc,  in  whom,  etc.," 

Ofrr^^oTtr  6  vWj  fiov  k.t.X, iv  <}  eMdictffftL.      Matt.  iii.  17  ;  cf.  2  Peter  L 

17,  which  agrees  with  Matt. 

»  Dial,  103. 

3  /J.  103.  The  quotations  regarding  the  temptation  do  not  agree  with  our 
Gospels,  but  they  will  be  referred  to  later. 
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impartial  consideration,  that  the  incident  of  the  fire  in  Jordan,  the 
words  spoken  by  the  voice  from  heaven,  and  the  temptation  were 
taken  from  the  same  source :  they  must  collectively  be  referred  to 
the  Memoirs. 

Of  one  thing  we  may  be  sure :  had  Justin  known  the  form  of 
words  used  by  the  voice  from  heaven  according  to  our  Gk)spels,  he 
would  certainly  have  made  use  of  it  in  preference  to  that  which  he 
actually  found  in  his  Memoirs.  He  is  arguing  that  Christ  is  pre- 
existing God,  become  incarnate  by  God's  will  throu^  the  Virgin 
Mary,  and  Trypho  demands  how  he  can  be  demonstrated  to  have 
been  pre-existent,  who  is  said  to  be  filled  with  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  as  though  he  had  required  this.  Justin  replies  that 
these  powers  of  the  Spirit  have  come  upon  him,  not  because  he 
had  need  of  them,  but  because  they  would  accomplish  Scripture, 
which  declared  that  after  him  there  should  be  no  prophet."  The 
proof  of  this,  he  continues,  is  that,  as  soon  as  the  child  was  bom, 
the  Magi  from  Arabia  came  to  worship  him,  because  even  at  his 
birth  he  was  in  possession  of  his  power,*  and  after  he  had  grown 
up  like  other  men  by  the  use  of  suitable  means,  he  came  to  the 
river  Jordan,  where  John  was  bap)tising,  and  as  he  went  into  the 
water  a  fire  was  kindled  in  the  Jordan,  and  the  Holy  Ghost 
descended  like  a  dove.  He  did  not  go  to  the  river  because  he  had 
any  need  of  bap>tism  or  of  the  descent  of  the  Spirit,  but  because  of 
the  human  race  which  had  fallen  under  the  power  of  death.  Now 
if,  instead  of  the  passage  actually  cited,  Justin  could  have  quoted 
the  words  addressed  to  Jesus  by  the  voice  from  heaven  according 
to  the  Gospels :  "  Thou  art  my  beloved  son ;  in  thee  I  am  well 
pleased,"  his  argument  would  have  been  greatly  strengthened  by 
such  direct  recognition  of  an  already  existing,  and,  as  he  affirmed, 
pre-existent,  divinity  in  Jesus.  Not  having  these  words  in  his 
Memoirs  of  the  Apostles^  however,  he  was  obliged  to  be  content 
with  those  which  he  found  there  :  "  Thou  art  my  son  ;  this  day 
have  I  begotten  thee" — words  which,  in  fact,  destroyed  the 
argument  for  pre-existence,  and  dated  the  divine  begetting  of 
Jesus  as  the  son  of  God  that  very  day.  The  passage,  indeed, 
supported  those  who  actusdly  asserted  that  the  Holy  Ghost 
first  entered  into  Jesus  at  his  baptism.  These  considerations,  and 
the  repeated  quotation  of  the  same  words  in  the  same  form,  make 
it  clear  that  Justin  quotes  from  a  source  different  from  our  Gospel. 

In  the  scanty  fragments  of  the  "Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews  "  which  have  been  preserved,  we  find  both  the  incident 
of  the  fire  kindled  in  Jordan  and  the  words  of  the  heavenly  voice 
as  quoted  by  Justin.  "  And  as  he  went  up  from  the  water  the 
heavens  were  opened,  and  he  saw  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  in  the 

'  Dial,  87.  ^  KcU  70/)  7eynr^€U,  di^a/uF  tI\¥  a^w  lo^x^.     Dial,  88, 
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fonn  of  a  dove  which  came  down  and  entered  into  him.  And  a 
voice  came  from  heaven  saying :  *Thou  art  my  beloved  son ;  in 
thee  I  am  well  pleased ';  and  again  :  *  This  day  have  I  begotten 
thee.'  And  immediately  a  great  light  shone  round  about  the 
place."'  Epiphanius  extracts  this  passage  from  the  version  in  use 
among  the  Ebionites,  but  it  is  well  known  that  there  were  many 
other  varying  forms  of  the  same  Gospel ;  and  Hilgenfeld,"  with  all 
probability,  conjectures  that  the  version  known  to  Epiphanius  was 
no  longer  in  the  same  purity  as  that  used  by  Justin,  but  represents 
the  transition  stage  to  the  cancHiical  Gospels — adopting  the 
words  of  the  voice  which  they  give  without  yet  discarding  the 
older  form.  Jerome  gives  another  form  of  the  words  from  the 
version  in  use  amongst  the  Nazarenes  :  "  Factum  est  autem  cum 
ascendisset  Dominus  de  aquA,  descendit  fons  omnis  Spiritus  Sancti 
et  requievit  super  eum,  et  dixit  illi :  Fili  mi,  in  omnibus  Prophetis 
expectabam  te  ut  venires  et  requiescerem  in  te,  tu  es  enim  requies 
mea,  tu  es  filius  meus  primogenitus  qui  regnas  in  sempitemum."3 
This  supports  Justin's  reading.  Regarding  the  Gospel  according 
to  the  Hebrews  more  must  be  said  hereafter,  but  when  it  is 
remembered  that  Justin,  a  native  of  Samaria,  probably  first  knew 
Christianity  through  believers  in  Syria,  to  whose  Jewish  view  of 
Christianity  he  all  his  life  adhered,  and  that  these  Christians 
almost  exclusively  used  this  GospeH  under  various  forms  and 
names,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  he  also,  like  them,  knew  and 
made  use  of  it — a.  supposition  increased  almost  to  certainty  when 
it  is  found  that  Justin  quotes  words  and  facts  foreign  to  the 
canonical  Gospels  which  are  known  to  have  been  contained  in  it. 
The  argument  of  Justin,  that  Jesus  did  not  need  baptism,  may  also 
be  compared  to  another  passage  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews  preserved  by  Jerome,  and  which  preceded  the  circum- 
stances narrated  above,  in  which  the  mother  and  brethren  of  Jesus 
say  to  him  that  John  the  Baptist  is  baptising  for  the  remission  of 
sins,  and  propose  that  they  should  go  to  be  baptised  by  him. 
Jesus  replies :  "  In  what  way  have  I  sinned  that  I  should  go  and 
be  baptised  by  him?"s    The  most  competent  critics  agree  that 

'  KcU  dn  Mf\0fw  dwb  tcv  ddaroSy  i^olyifffaw  oi  o()paroi,  Kal  €ld€  rb  TPtOfM  toO 
BeoG  t6  irnw  iw  etSet  Tepumpas  KartXOoi^t  Kcd  ctaeXOoi^s  els  oArip,  RcU 
^<«r^  iy(p€To  4k  tcO  o^paww,  X^TOwra,  2i)  fiov  et  6  vl6s  6  dyawrfrbt,  ip  <roi 
ijvddKTfira-  Kol  rdXty,  *B7«1>  aifficpop  ytyivvuKi.  <rc.  Kai  e^i>f  v€pi4\afi^€  t6w 
rhn»  <^  Aieya.     Epiphanius,  J/ter.f  xxx.  13. 

'  Du  Ew.  Justin  Sf  p.  165  f.,  anm.  i.         3  Hieron.,  Comm,  in  Esaia^  xi.  2. 

*  Origen,  Comment,  in  Ezech.y  xxiv.  7  ;  Epiphanius,  ffar.y  xxx.  3 ; 
Ensebios,  ff.  E,,  iii.  27 ;  Hieron.,  Adv.  Peldg,^  iii.  i  f. 

5  Ecce  mater  Domini  et  fratres  ejus  dicebant  ei :  Johannes  Baptista 
baptixat  in  remissionem  pecceUorumy  eamus  et  baptitemur  ab  eo.  Dixit  emtem 
eis :  Quidpeccavi  ut  vidam  et  baptiner  ab  eo?  Nisi  forte  hoc  ipsum^  quod 
dixiy  ignorantia  est,     Hieron.,  Adv,  Pelag.y  iii.  2. 
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Justin  derived  the  incidents  of  the  fire  in  Jordan  and  the  words 
spoken  by  the  heavenly  voice  from  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews  or  some  kindred  work,  and  there  is  every  probability 
that  the  numerous  other  quotations  in  his  works  differing  from  our 
Gospels  are  taken  from  the  same  source. 

The  incident  of  the  fire  in  Jordan  likewise  occurs  in  the  ancient 
work,  Pradicatio  Pauli^^  coupled  with  a  context  which  forcibly 
recalls  the  passage  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews, 
which  has  just  been  quoted,  and  apparent  allusions  to  it  are  found 
in  the  Sibylline  Books  and  early  Christian  literature.'  Credner 
has  pointed  out  that  the  marked  use  which  was  made  of  fire  or 
lights  at  Baptism  by  the  Church,  during  early  times,  probably  rose 
out  of  this  tradition  regarding  the  fire  which  appeared  in  Jordan 
at  the  baptism  of  Jesus.  3  The  peculiar  form  of  words  used  by  the 
heavenly  voice  according  to  Justin  and  to  the  Gospel  according 
to  the  Hebrews  was  also  known  to  several  of  the  Fathers.* 
Augustine  mentions  that  some  MSS.  in  his  time  contained  that 
reading  in  Luke  iii.  22,  although  without  the  confirmation  of  more 
ancient  Greek  codices.s  It  is  still  extant  in  the  Codex  Bez<B  (D). 
The  Itala  version  adds  to  Matt,  iii  15:  "  and  when  he  was 
baptised  a  great  light  shone  round  from  the  water,  so  that  all  who 
had  come  were  afraid"  (etcum  baptizaretur^  lumen  ingens circumjulsit 
de  agua^  ita  ut  Hmerent  omnes  qui  advenerant)  ;  and  again  at  Luke 
iii.  22  it  gives  the  words  of  the  voice  in  a  form  agreeing,  at  least,  in 
sense  with  those  which  Justin  found  in  hxsMeptoirs  of  the  Apostles. 

These  circumstances  point  with  certainty  to  an  earlier  original 
corresponding  with  Justin,  in  all  probability  the  Gospel  according 
to  the  Hebrews,  and  to  the  subsequent  gradual  elimination  of  the 
passage  from  the  Gospels  finally  adopted  by  the  Church  for 
dogmatic  reasons,  as  various  sects  based  on  it  doctrines  which  were 
at  variance  with  the  ever-enlarging  belief  of  the  majcmty. 

Then  Justin  states  that  the  men  of  his  time  asserted  that  the 
miracles    of   Jesus   were    performed    by    magical    art    (fJ^yt^ 


*  In  qtio  libro  contra  omnes  Scripturas  et  de  peccato  propria  confitentem 
invenies  Christum,  qui  solus  omnino  nihil  deliquit,  et  ad  accipiendum  Joannis 
baptisma  ptens  invitum  a  matre  sua  Maria  esse  compulsum;  item,  cum 
baptizaretur,  ignem  super  aquam  esse  visum.  Quod  in  Evctngelio  nullo  est 
scriptum,     Auctor  tract,  de  Rebaptismate  ;  Fabricius,  Cod  Apocr, ,  i. ,  p.  800. 

'  Sibyll  Oracula,  lib.,  vii.,  viii. 

3  Credner,  Beitrage,  i.,  p.  237  ;  cf.  Hilgenfeld,  Die  Ew.  JustitCs,  p.  167  f.  ; 
Volkmar,  Die  Evangelien,  p.  43. 

*  Clemens  Al.,  Padag,,  i.  6;  Methodius,  Conmv.  Virg.,  ix.  Lactantius, 
Instit.  Div.y  iv.  15  ;  Augustine,  Enchirid.  ad  Laurent.,  49. 

5  lUud  vera,  quod  nonnulli  codices  habent  secundum  Lucam,  hoc  ilia  voce 
sonuisse,  quod  in  Psalmo  scriptum  est :  Filius  meus  es  tu ;  ego  hodie  genui  te : 
quamquam  in  antiquioribus  codicibus  grcecis  non  inveniri  perhibeatur,  etc 
De  Consensu  Evang.,  ii.  14. 
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^KToo-Mz),  "for  they  ventured  to  call  him  a  magician  and 
deceiver  of  the  people."*  This  cannot  be  accepted  as  a  mere 
version  of  the  charge  that  Jesus  cast  out  demons  by  Beelzebub, 
but  must  have  been  foimd  by  Justin  in  his  Memoirs.  In  the 
Gospel  of  Nicodemus  or  Ada  Filati  the  Jews  accuse  Jesus  before 
Pilate  ojf  being  a  magician,^  coupled  with  the  assertion  that  he 
casts  out  demons  through  Beelzebub,  the  prince  of  the  demons ; 
and  again  they  simply  say :  "  Did  we  not  tell  thee  that  he  is  a 
magician  ?"3  We  shall  presently  see  that  Justin  actually  refers  to 
certain  acts  of  Pontius  Pilate  in  justificaticMi  of  other  assertions 
regarding  the  trial  of  Jesus.^  In  the  Clementine  Recognitions, 
moreover,  the  same  charge  is  made  by  one  of  the  Scribes,  who 
says  that  Jesus  did  not  perform  his  miracles  as  a  prophet,  but  as  a 
magician.5  Celsus  makes  a  similar  charge,^  and  Lactantius  refers 
to  such  an  opinion  as  prevalent  amongst  the  Jews  at  the  time  of 
Jesus,  7  which  we  find  confirmed  by  many  passages  in  Talmudic 
literature.^  There  was,  indeed,  a  book  csdled  Magiajesu  CkrisH^ 
of  which  Jesus  himself,  it  was  pretended,  was  the  author.9 

In  speaking  of  the  trial  of  Jesus,  Justin  says  :  "  For  also  as 
the  prophet  saith,  reviling  him  (8tacru/joKr€5  avrov),  they  set  him 
(cica^urav)  upon  a  judgment  seat  (cirl  )S^/iaros),  and  said :  '  Judge 
for  us '  (K/xi/ov  YjfMv)"^^ — a  peculiarity  which  is  not  found  in  the 
canonical  Gospels.     Justin  had  just  quoted  the  words  of  Isaiah 

(Ixv.  2,  IviiL  2) :  " They  now  ask  of  me  judgment,  and  dare  to 

draw  nigh  to  God";  and  then  he  cites  Psalm  xxii.  16,  22  :  "They 
pierced  my  hands  and  my  feet,  and  upon  my  vesture  they  cast 
lots."  He  says  that  this  did  not  happen  to  David,  but  was  fulfilled 
in  Christ,  and  the  expression  r^arding  the  piercing  the  hands  and 
feet  referred  to  the  nails  of  the  cross  which  were  driven  through 
his  hands  and  feet  And  after  he  was  crucified  they  cast  lots 
upon  his  vesture.  "And  that  these  things  occurred,"  he  continues, 
"  you  may  leam  from  the  Acts  drawn  up  under  Pontius  Pilate."" 

'  K«U  ydp  fidyop  cZroi  ai>r^  iriXiJutop  \ey€ip  xal  XaoirXdror.     Dial,  69. 

'  >Jyovauf  a;OT(f  y&ft  i^Tl^t  «c.r.X.  Evang,  Nicod.  sive  Gesta  PiUUi^  Pars. 
I.  A.  L;  TischendQrf,  Evang.  Apocr,,  p.  208;  cf.  Fabricias,  Cod,  Apocr, 
N,  T'.,  i.  ;  Nicod.  Evang,  IaU,,  i.,  p.  239,  xxvii.,  p.  296,  cf.  417. 

3  M^  o^K  efxcLfAip  troi  dri  y67is  i<rrlv  \  k.t.X.  c.  ii. ;  Tischendorf,  Ev,  Ap,^ 
p.  214;  Fabricius,  Cod  Apocr.  N,  7*.,  i.,  p.  243.  *  ApoL^  i.  35,  48. 

5  Et  ecce  quidam  de  Scribis  di  midio  popuU  exclamam  ait:  Jesus  veste 
signa  et  prodigia  qua  fecit ^  ut  magus  non  ut  propheta  fecit,  ^  i.  58  ;  cf.  40. 

^  Origen,  Contra  Cels,^  ii.  50,  ^i.  ^  Instit.  Div,y  v.  3,  et  passim, 

^  Lightfoot,  fforcB  Hebraica^  Works,  xi.,  p.  195  ff. 

9  Cf.  August,  de  Consensu  Evang,,  i.  9 ;  Fabricius,  Cod,  Apocr,  N,  7".,  i., 

p.  30s  ff; 

"  Koi  70/),  (it  eXirev  6  Tfuxfrfynitj  Bioffdporrct  aMt^,  ixdOiaap  iwl  pi/ifuiTOSf  Kal 
clxor'     'Kp'iwQv  iffuv.     Apo/,,  i.  35. 

"  K«U  ToOra  tfrt  yeyowe,  S^fcurBc  fia^eiw  ix  rtSr  iwl  U.oj>tIov  HiXdrov  y€POfUwin> 
Aktuw,      Apo/,,  i.  35. 
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He  likewise  upon  another  occasion  refers  to  the  same  Acta  for 
confirmation  of  statements.'  The  Gospel  of  Nicodemus  or  Gesta 
Pilatiy  now  extant,  does  not  contain  the  circumstance  to  which 
we  are  referring,  but,  in  contradiction  to  the  statement  in  the 
fourth  Gospel  (xviii.  28,  29),  the  Jews  in  this  apocryphal  work 
freely  go  in  to  the  very  judgment  seat  of  Pilate."  Tischendorf 
maintains  that  the  first  part  of  the  Gospel  of  Nicodemus,  or  Acta 
Pilati,  still  extant,  is  the  work,  with  more  or  less  of  interpolation, 
which,  existing  in  the  second  century,  is  referred  to  by  Justin.  3 
A  few  reasons  may  here  be  given  against  such  a  conclusion.  The 
fact  of  Jesus  being  set  upon  the  judgment  seat  is  not  contained 
in  the  extant  Acta  Pilati  at  all,  and  therefore  this  work  does  not 
correspond  with  Justin's  statement.  It  seems  most  unreasonable 
to  suppose  that  Justin  should  seriously  refer  Roman  Emperors  to 
a  work  of  this  description,  so  manifestly  composed  by  a  Christian, 
and  the  Acta  to  which  he  directs  them  must  have  been  a  presumed 
official  document,  to  which  they  had  access,  as,  of  course,  no  other 
evidence  could  be  of  any  weight  with  them.  The  extant  work 
neither  pretends  to  be,  nor  has  in  the  slightest  degree  the  form  of, 
an  official  report.  Moreover,  the  prologue  attached  to  it  dis- 
tinctly states  that  Ananias,  a  provincial  warden  in  the  reign  of 
Flavius  Theodosius  (towards  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century), 
found  these  Acts  written  in  Hebrew  by  Nicodemus,  and  that  he 
translated  them  into  Greek.*  The  work  itself,  therefore,  only 
pretends  to  be  a  private  composition  in  Hebrew,  and  does  not 
claim  any  relation  to  Pontius  Pilate.  The  Greek  is  very  corrupt 
and  degraded,  and  considerations  of  style  alone  would  assign  it  to 
the  fifth  century,  as  would  still  more  imperatively  the  anachronisms 
with  which  it  abounds.  Tischendorf  considers  that  Tertullian 
refers  to  the  same  work  as  Justin ;  but  it  is  evident  that  he  implies 
an  official  report,  for  he  says  distinctly,  after  narrating  the  circum- 
stances of  the  crucifixion  and  resurrection:    "All  these  facts 

regarding  Christ,  Pilate reported   to    the  reigning   Emperor 

Tiberius,  "5  It  is  extremely  probable  that  in  saying  this  Tertullian 
merely  extended  the  statement  of  Justin.  He  nowhere  states  that 
he  himself  had  seen  this  report,  nor  does  Justin,  and,  as  is  the 
case  with  the  latter,  some  of  the  facts  which  Tertullian  supposes 
to  be  reported  by  Pilate  are  not  contained  in  the  apocryphal 
work.      There    are    still    extant    some    apocryphal  writings    in 

'  ApoL,  i.  48.     Cf.  Tertullian,  ApoL  xxi. 

'  Evang.  Nicod.  sive  Gesta  Pilati^  Pars  i.  A.,  i.  ii.;  Tischendorf,  Evang, 
Apocr,y  p.  208  ff. 

^  Evang,  Apocr,  ProUg,^  p.  lativ.  ff.  ;  Wann  wurden,  u,  s.  w.,  pp.  82-89. 

*  Evang,  Nicod,  Proleg,\  Tischendorf,  Ev.  Apocr, ^  p.  203  f. 

^  Ea  omnia    super    Christo    Pilatus Casari  turn    Tiberio    nutUiavit, 

ApoL  xxi. 
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the  form  of  official  reports  made  by  Pilate  of  the  trial,  cruci- 
fixion, and  resurrection  of  Jesus,'  but  none  are  of  very  ancient 
date.  It  is  certain  that,  on  the  supposition  that  Pilate  may  have 
made  an  official  report  of  events  so  important  in  their  estimation, 
Christian  writers,  with  greater  zeal  than  conscience,  composed 
fictitious  reports  in  his  name,  in  the  supposed  interest  of  their 
religion ;  and  there  was  in  that  day  little  or  no  critical  sense  to 
detect  and  discredit  such  forgeries.  There  is  absolutely  no 
evidence  to  show  that  Justin  was  acquainted  with  any  official 
report  of  Pilate  to  the  Roman  Emperor,  nor,  indeed,  is  it  easy  to 
understand  how  he  could  possibly  have  been,  even  if  such  a 
document  existed ;  and  it  is  most  probable,  as  Scholten  con- 
jectures, that  Justin  merely  referred  to  documents  which  tradition 
supposed  to  liave  been  written,  but  of  which  he  himself  had  no 
personal  knowledge.^  Be  this  as  it  may,  as  he  considered  the 
incident  of  the  judgment  seat  a  fulfilment  of  prophecy,  there  can 
be  little  or  no  doubt  that  it  was  narrated  in  the  Memoirs  which 
contained  "everything  relating  to  Jesus  Christ,"  and,  finding  it 
there,  he  all  the  more  naturally  assumed  that  it  must  have  been 
mentioned  in  some  official  report. 

In  the  Akhmim  fragment  of  the  Gospel  of  Peter,  published  in 
1893,  we  have  a  similar  passage  to  that  quoted  by  Justin.  The 
firagment  states  :  "  They  said :  '  Let  us  drag  along  {(rvpuofiev)  the 

son  of  God' and  they  sat  him  (iKdSurav  avrov)  upon  a  seat  of 

judgment  {KaJdkBpav  Kpur€ia^\  saying :  *  Judge  justly  (Atxatois  k/hvc), 
King  of  Israel.' "  This  is  not  in  our  Gospels,  but  it  has  singular 
points  of  agreement  with  the  passage  in  Justin.  The  Septuagint 
version  of  Isaiah,  which  Justin  had  previously  cited,  reads  :  "  They 
ask  me  for  just  judgment "  {(drova-iv  fie  vvv  Kpunv  SiKaiav),  and 
doubtless  the  narrative,  like  that  of  all  the  Gospels  regarding  the 
trial  and  crucifixion  of  Jesus,  was  compiled  to  show  the  fulfilment 
of  supposed  prophecies  like  this. 

We  may  here  go  on  to  quote  more  fiilly  Justin's  allusions  to  the 
parting  of  the  garments,  which  are  also  in  close  agreement  with 
the  fragment  of  the  Gospel  of  Peter.  Justin  says  :  "  And  those 
who  were  crucifying  him  parted  his  garments  (€fjL€piauv  rot  IfjLdria 
avTov)  amongst  themselves,  casting  lots  (Xaxfi^  ^dk\ovT€s),  each 
taking  what  pleased  him,  according  to  the  cast  of  the  lot "  (rov 
Kkrjpov),^  This  account,  which  differs  materially  firom  that  of  our 
Gospels,  may  be  compared  with  the  words  in  the  fragment. 
"And  they  laid  the  clothes  (rot  €v86fMaTa)  before  him,  and 
distributed  them  (Sufj^pia-avro),  and  cast  lots  {kaxfiov  €paXov)  for 

»  Cf.  Fabridus,  CoeL  4pocr,  N.  71,  i.,  p.  298  flF.j  Thilo,  Cod.  Apocr,  N,  T., 
p.  796  ff.;  Tischendorf,  Evang*  Apocr.  ^  p.  411. 

»  Scholten,  Du  alt.  Zeugnisse^  p.  165  ff.  s  Dial,  xcvii. 
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them."  The  use  of  the  peculiar  expression,  "  Aox/aoi^  )8aXX€tv," 
both  in  the  fragment  and  by  Justin,  is  most  striking,  for  its 
employment  in  this  connection  is  limited,  so  far  as  we  know,  to 
the  Gospel  of  Peter,  Justin,  and  Cyril.*  Justin,  here,  is  not 
making  an  exact  quotation,  but  merely  giving  an  account  of  what 
he  believes  to  have  occurred,  yet  the  peculiar  words  of  his  text 
remained  in  his  mind  and  confirm  the  idea  that  it  was  the  Gospel 
of  Peter. 

In  narrating  the  agony  in  the  Garden,  there  are  further  varia- 
tions. Justin  says:  ''And  the  passage,  'AH  my  bones  are 
poured  out  and  dispersed  like  water ;  my  heart  has  become  like 
wax  melting  in  the  midst  of  my  belly,'  was  a  prediction  of  that 
which  occurred  to  him  that  night  when  they  came  out  against  him 
to  the  Mount  of  Olives  to  seize  him.  For  in  the  Memoirs,  com- 
posed, I  say,  by  his  Apostles  and  their  followers,  it  is  recorded 
that  his  sweat  fell  down  like  drops  while  he  prayed,  saying :  '  If 
possible,  let  this  cup  pass.* "»  It  will  be  observed  that  this  is  a 
direct  quotation  from  the  Memoirs,  but  there  is  a  material  differ- 
ence from  our  Gospels.  Luke  is  the  only  Gospel  which  mentions 
the  bloody  sweat,  and  there  the  account  reads  (xxii.  44),  "as  it 
were  drops  of  blood  falling  down  to  the  groimd." 

LUKB.     tUrel  $p6fipoi  aX/iaros  KarapaUforres  irl  t^p  yf^p. 
Justin,  u^o'el  0p6fi^  Kar^xtlTo, 

In  addition  to  the  other  linguistic  differences  Justin  omits  the 
emphatic  at/iaTos,  which  gives  the  whole  point  to  Luke's  account, 
and  which  evidently  could  not  have  been  in  the  text  of  the 
Memoirs.  Semisch  argues  that  6p6fxpoi  alone,  especially  in 
medical  phraseology,  meant  "  drops  of  blood,"  without  the  addition 
of  ai/iarosjs  but  the  author  of  the  third  Gospel  did  not  think  so,  and 
undeniably  makes  use  of  both,  and  Justin  does  not  Moreover, 
Luke  introduces  the  expression  Opofi^oi  atpiro?  to  show  the 
intensity  of  the  agony,  whereas  Justin  evidently  did  not  mean  to 
express  "  drops  of  Wood  "  at  all,  his  intention  in  referring  to  the 
sweat  being  to  show  that  the  prophecy,  "All  my  bones  are 
poured  out,  etc.,  like  water,"  had  been  fulfilled,  with  which  the 
reading  in  his  Memoirs  more  closely  corresponded.  The  prayer 
also  so  directly  quoted  decidedly  varies  fixMn  Luke  xxii.  42,  which 
reads :  "  Father,  if  thou  be  willing  to  remove  this  cup  from  me  "  : 

LUKB.     Tldrepy  et  /3oi$Xc(  Tap€y€yK(iw  toOto  rb  xor%Kor  dir*  ^/toir 
Justin.  lleLpeXBeru,  el  durar^,  rd  xon^pior  toOtq. 

In  Matt  xxvi.  39  this  part  of  the  prayer  is  more  like  the  reading 

*  This  is  also  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Swete,  TAe  Aiikmtm  Fragment^  1893, 
p.  xxxiv.  Mr.  Rendel  Harris  says :  **  I  regard  it  as  certain  that  the  reading 
XaxMos  implies  connection  between  Justin  and  Peter,  either  directly  or  through 
a  third  source  accessible  to  both  "  {Contemp,  Rev,^  August,  1893,  p.  231). 

»  Dial,  103.  3  />.  ap,  Denkw,  JtisL^  p.  146. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


JUSTIN  MARTYR  aog 


of  Justin :  "  Father,  if  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from 
me "  (lidrtp,  ci  Svvarov  Icrrtv,  vapeXSario  dir*  Ifiov  rh  worrjpiov 
TouTcr);  but  that  Gospel  has  nothing  of  the  sweat  of  agony, 
which  excludes  it  from  consideration.  In  another  place  Justin 
also  quotes  the  prayer  in  the  Garden  as  follows :  "  He  prayed, 
saying  :  *  Father,  if  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  me ' ;  and 
brides  this,  praying,  he  said :  *  Not  as  I  wish,  but  as  thou 
wiliest.'"  The  first  phrase,'  apart  from  some  transposition  of 
words,  agrees  with  Matthew;  but  even  if  this  reading  be  preferred, 
the  absence  of  the  incident  of  the  sweat  of  agony  from  the  first 
Gospel  renders  it  impossible  to  r^ard  it  as  the  source;  and, 
further,  the  second  part  of  the  prayer  which  is  here  given  differs 
materially  both  from  the  first  and  third  Gospels. 

Matt.  Nevertheless  not  as  I  will  but  as  thou. 
LUKB.   Nevertheless  not  my  will  but  thine  be  done. 
Justin.  Not  as  I  wish  but  as  thou  wiliest. 

Matt.     irXifp  oirx,  u>f  iyCt  0i\u  dXX*  u)t  ov. 
LUKR.      irXiiP  /lii  rb  $€\rifia  fiod  dXKd  t6  abw  yiytadu. 
Justin.  fi^  dt  ^7w  /3ou\o/iai,  dXX'  <l)t  <ri>  ^eXets. 

The  two  parts  of  this  prayer,  moreover,  seem  to  have  been 
separate  in  the  Memoirs,  for  not  only  does  Justin  not  quote  the 
latter  portion  at  all  in  Dia/,  103,  but  here  he  markedly  divides  it 
from  the  former.  Justin  knows  nothing  of  the  episode  of  the 
Angel  who  strengthens  Jesus,  which  is  related  in  Luke  xxii.  43. 
There  is,  however,  a  still  more  important  point  to  mention — that 
although  verses  43,  44,  with  the  incidents  of  the  angel  and  the 
bloody  sweat,  are  certainly  in  a  great  number  of  MSS.,  they  are 
omitted  by  some  of  the  oldest  codices,  as,  for  instance,  by  the 
Alexandrian  and  Vatican  MSS.'  It  is  evident  that  in  this  part 
Justin's  Memoirs  differed  from  our  first  and  third  Gospels  much  in 
the  same  way  that  they  do  from  each  other. 

In  the  same  chapter  Justin  states  that,  when  the  Jews  went  out 
to  the  Mount  of  Olives  to  take  Jesus,  "there  was  not  even  a 
single  man  to  run  to  his  help  21s  a  guiltless  person.  "3  This  is  in 
direct  contradiction  to  all  the  Gospels,*  and  Justin  not  only  com- 
pletely ignores  the  episode  of  the  ear  of  Malchus,  but  in  this 
passage  excludes  it,  and  his  (rospel  could  not  have  contained  it. 
Luke  is  specially  marked  in  generalising  the  resistance  of  those 

^  Dia/.  99. 

'  In  the  Sinaiiic  Codex  they  are  marked  for  omission  by  a  later  hand. 
LAchmann  brackets,  and  Drs.  Westcott  and  Hort  double-bracket  them. 
The  MS.  evidence  maybe  found  in  detail  in  Scrivener's  /«/.  io  Crit,  N,  T»^  2nd 
ed.,  p.  521,  stated  in  the  way  which  is  most  ^vourable  for  the  authenticity. 

inrrjpx^.     Dial,  103. 
*  Matt.  xxvi.  51  ff.;  Mark  xiv.  46  ff.;  Luke  xxii.  49  ff.;  John  xviii.,  10  f. 

P 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


2IO  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 

about  Jesus  to  his  capture :  "  When  they  which  were  about  him 
saw  what  would  follow,  they  said  unto  him  :  *  Lord,  shall  we  smite 
with  the  sword  ?'  And  a  certain  one  of  them  smote  the  servant 
of  the  high  priest  and  cut  off  his  right  ear."*  As  this  episode 
follows  immediately  after  the  incident  of  the  bloody  sweat  and  prayer 
in  the  Garden,  and  the  statement  of  Justin  occurs  in  the  very  same 
chapter  in  which  he  refers  to  them,  this  contradiction  further  tends 
to  confirm  the  conclusion  that  Justin  employed  a  different  Gospel 

It  is  quite  in  harmony  with  the  same  peculiar  account  that 
Justin  states  that,  "after  he  (Jesus)  was  crucified,  all  his  friends 

(the  Apostles)  stood  aloof  from   him,  having  denied  him' 

(who,  after  he  rose  from  the  dead,  and  after  they  were  convinced 
by  himself  that  before  his  passion  he  had  told  them  that  he  must 
suffer  these  things,  and  that  they  were  foretold  by  the  prophets, 
repented  of  their  flight  from  him  when  he  was  crucified),  and 
while  remaining  among  them  he  sang  praises  to  God,  as  is  made 
evident  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles"^  Justin,  therefore, 
repeatedly  asserts  that  after  the  crucifixion  all  the  Apostles  forsook 
him,  and  he  extends  the  denial  of  Peter  to  the  whole  of  the 
twelve.  It  is  impossible  to  consider  this  distinct  and  reiterated 
affirmation  a  mere  extension  of  the  passage,  "they  all  forsook 
him  and  fled "  (ttciktcs  a<\>kvTi^  avrhv  li<f>vyov),^  when  Jesus 
was  arrested,  which  proceeded  mainly  from  momentary  fear. 
Justin  seems  to  indicate  that  the  disciples  withdrew  from  and 
denied  Jesus  when  they  saw  him  crucified,  from  doubts  which 
consequently  arose  as  to  his  Messianic  character.  Now,  on  the 
contrary,  the  canonical  Gospels  represent  the  disciples  as  being 
together  after  the  crucifixion.  5  Justin  does  not  exhibit  any 
knowledge  of  the  explanation  given  by  the  angels  at  the  sepulchre 
as  to  Christ  having  foretold  all  that  had  happened,^  but  makes  this 
proceed  from  Jesus  himself.  Indeed,  he  makes  no  mention  of 
these  angels  at  all 

There  are  some  traces  elsewhere  of  the  view  that  the  disciples 
were  offended  after  the  Crucifixion.'     Hilgenfeld  points  out  the 

'  Luke  xxii.  49,  50. 

'  Mera  oOy  t6  <rTavfna$Tjr(u  odrdi',  /cat  ol  yiK^pifioi  airroO  xdFTej  dT€<mi<rap, 
df3ii^7l<rdfjL€Pot  airrixp.     ApoL^  i.  50. 

3  (otnircf  /t*€Ta  TO  dpeLffTrjpcu  adrop  ^k  P9KoQPf  koX  ireiffBrjpai  in^  abrw,  Bn  kqX 
irpo  rod  iroBeip  (Xeycp  airrdit,  tfrt  ravra  ainrop  Btl  iraOetP,  Kal  diro  rGnr  irpo^n^&p 
Sti  irpo€K€ic/ipvKTo  TouTa,  ft€T€p6vjaop  iirl  T^  d<f>Urrau(rd(u  airrod  Hre  ^oravpi^^),  Kal 
fUT^  oArOfP  SidyuPf  Cfi^rja-e  top  Sedr,  wj  koI  ip  roh  dirofMnifiopcviMuri  tQp  diroa- 
t6\wp  9fi\ovTcu  yeyePTjfjL^poPj  jt.t.X.  Dia/,  106 ;  cf.  Ape/,  i.  50 ;  Diat,  53 ;  de 
Hesurr,,  9.  *♦  Matt.  xxvi.  56 ;  Mark  xiv.  50. 

5  Luke  xxiv.  9-12,  33  ;  Mark  xvi.  10 ;  John  xx.  18,  19  ;   cf.  Luke  xxiii.  49. 

*  Luke  xxiv.  4-8  ;  Matt,  xxviii.  5-7  ;  Mark  xvi.  5-7. 

f  In  the  Ascensio  Isaia^  iii.  14,  the  following  passage  occurs  \  *'''  Et  duodecim, 
qui  cum  eo,  offensionem  accipUnt  in  eum^  ei  custodes  amsti/usfUur,  qui 
custodient  sepulchrumy     Hilgenfeld,  Die  Ew.JusMs,  p.  246,  anm.  2. 
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appearance  of  special  Petrine  tendency  in  this  passage,  in  the 
fact  that  it  is  not  Peter  alone,  but  all  the  Apostles,  who  are  said 
to  deny  their  master ;  and  he  suggests  that  an  indication  of  the 
source  from  which  Justin  quoted  may  be  obtained  from  the 
kindred  quotation  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Smymaeans  (iii.)  by  pseudo- 
Ignatius  :  "  For  I  know  that  also  after  his  resurrection  he  was  in 
the  flesh,  and  I  believe  that  he  is  so  now.  And  when  he  came  to 
those  that  were  with  Peter  he  said  to  them :  Lay  hold,  handle  me, 
and  see  that  I  am  not  an  incorporeal  spirit.  And  immediately 
they  touched  him  and  believed,  being  convinced  by  his  flesh  and 
spirit."  Jerome,  it  will  be  remembered,  found  this  in  the  Gospel 
according  to  the  Hebrews  used  by  the  Nazarenes,  which  he  trans- 
lated,' from  which  we  have  seen  that  Justin  in  all  probability 
derived  other  particulars  differing  from  the  canonical  Gospels, 
and  with  which  we  shall  constantly  meet,  in  a  similar  way,  in 
examining  Justin's  quotations.  Origen  also  found  it  in  a  work 
called  the  "  Teaching  of  Peter "  (AtSax^  Uerpov),^  which  must 
have  been  akin  to  the  "  Preaching  of  Peter  "  {Krjfwyfiai  ncT^xw).3 
Hilgenfeld  suggests  that,  in  the  absence  of  more  certain  informa- 
tion, there  is  no  more  probable  source  from  which  Justin  may  have 
derived  his  statement  than  the  Gospel  according  to  Peter,  or  the 
Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,  which  is  known  to  have  con- 
tained so  much  in  the  same  spirit.* 

It  may  well  be  expected  that,  at  least  in  touching  such  serious 
matters  as  the  Crucifixion  and  last  words  of  Jesus,  Justin  must 
adhere  with  care  to  authentic  records,  and  not  fall  into  the  faults 
of  loose  quotation  from  memory,  free  handling  of  texts,  and  care- 
less omissions  and  additions,  by  which  those  who  maintain  the 
identity  of  the  Memoirs  with  the  canonical  Gosjiels  seek  to  explain 
the  systematic  variations  of  Justin's  quotations  from  the  text  of  the 
latter.  It  will,  however,  be  found  that  here  also  marked  discre- 
pancies occur.  Justin  says,  after  referring  to  numerous  prophecies 
regarding  the  treatment  of  Christ :  "  And  again,  when  he  says : 
*  They  spake  with  their  lips,  they  wagged  the  head,  saying :  Let 
him  deliver  himself.'  That  all  these  things  happened  to  the  Christ 
from  the  Jews,  you  can  ascertain.  For  when  he  was  being  crucified 
they  shot  out  the  lips  and  wagged  their  heads,  saying  :  *  Let  him 
who  raised  the  dead  deliver  himself.' "s  And  in  another  place, 
referring  to  the  same  Psalm  (xxii.)  as  a  prediction  of  what  was  to 
happen  to  Jesus,  Justin  says :  "  For  they  who  saw  him  crucified 

*  De  Vir,  ///.,  1 6.      »  DePrindp,, proem,      3  Grabe,  Spicil.  Pair,,  i.,  p.  56. 

*  Hilgenfeld,  Die  Ew.Jusiin's,  p.  248  flf. 

5  Kal  TdXtv  irw  Xctt;*  *EXdXi7<rai'  iw  x^^^^^t  ^Klrrfffotf  ice^XV>  X^Torref 
'PvadffSw  iavTov.  "Ariva  rdyra  ibs  y4yovev  {nn  rw  ^lovScUufv  T<f  Xpurrff  fiaSetp 
dvpoade.  "Lravpiadirros  yap  a^od,[(l^€<rTpe^p  rd  x^^^Vi  KaliKlKowrds  Jcc^Xas, 
XiyoPTcr     '0  rcxpoifs  dreyeipas  /nMrdff6<a  ia\rr6v.     ApoL ,  i.  38. 
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also  wagged  their  heads,  each  one  of  them,  and  distorted 
{SiiaTp€^v)  their  lips,  and  sneeringly  and  in  scornful  irony 
repeated  among  themselves  those  words  which  are  also  written  in 
the  Memoirs  of  his  Apostles  :  He  declared  himself  the  Son  of 
God ;  (let  him)  come  down,  let  him  walk  about ;  let  God  save 
him."'  In  both  of  these  passages  Justin  directly  appeals  to 
written  authority.  The  fmS&v  SvyacrSe  may  leave  the  source 
of  the  first  uncertain,*  but  the  second  is  distinctly  stated  to  contain 
the  actual  words  "written  in  the  Memoirs  of  his  Apostles,"  and  it 
seems  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  former  passage  is  also  derived 
from  them.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  both  differ  very 
materially  from  the  canonical  Gospels.3  The  taunt  contained  in 
the  first  of  these  passages  is  altogether  peculiar  to  Justin :  "  Let 
him  who  raised  the  dead  deliver  himself "  ( *0  vtKpovs  dv€yuf>as 
^va-axrOd)  kavrov)  ;^  and  even  if  Justin  did  not  indicate 
a  written  source,  it  would  not  be  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
he  should  himself  for  the  first  time  record  words  to  which  he 
refers  as  the  fulfilment  of  prophecy.s  It  would  be  still  more 
ineffectual  to  endeavour  to  remove  the  difficulty  presented  by  such 
a  variation  by  attributing  the  words  to  tradition,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  is  asserted  that  Justin's  Memoirs  were  actually  identical  with 
the  Gospels.  No  aberration  of  memory  could  account  for  such  a 
variation,  and  it  is  impossible  that  Justin  should  prefer  tradition 
regarding  a  form  of  words,  so  liable  to  error  and  alteration,  with 
written  Gospels  within  his  reach.  Besides,  to  argue  that  Justin 
affirmed  that  the  truth  of  his  statement  could  be  ascertained 
(fiaSdv  Svva(r6€)y  whilst  the  words  which  he  states  to  have  been 
spoken  were  not  actually  recorded,  would  be  against  all  reason. 

'  01  yap  $€(apouvT€S  aiVroi'  ivravpiafUvop  Koi  Kc^Xds  (Koaros  iKlvoWy  kqX  tA 
Xe^Xi;  9i€(rrp€^Py  koI  rotf  fiv^carrfpatr  iw  dXXi^Xotf  dupiPoOwres  fKeyop  €lp<aP€v6fi€P0i 
TcJmL  A  KoX  ip  Toit  dTOfAPTf fiopevjuMffi  tQv  i.iroaT6\(ap  a&roO  yey parrai'  **Tldif 
QeoO  iavrop  fXeyc'     Karats irepiirarelTia'     (rtaadru  ah^p  6  0€6s."     Diai.  loi. 

*  Some  writers  consider  that  this  is  a  reference  to  the  Ac/a  Pilati  as  in 
ApoL,  i.  35. 

3  Dr.  Westcott  admits  that  in  the  latter  passage  Justin  does  profess  to  give 
the  exact  words  which  were  recorded  in  tne  Memoirs,  and  that  they  are  not 
to  be  found  in  our  Gospels ;  "  but,'*  he  apologetically  adds,  **  we  do  find 
these  others  so  closely  connected  with  them  that  few  readers  would  feel  the 
difference"!  This  is  a  specimen  of  apologetic  criticism.  Dr.  Westcott  goes 
on  to  say  that  as  no  MS.  or  Father  known  to  him  has  preserved  any  reading 
more  closely  resembling  Justin's,  **  if  it  appear  not  to  be  deducible  from  our 
Gospels,  due  allowance  being  made  for  the  object  which  he  had  in  view, 
its  source  must  remain  concealed"  {On  the  Canan^  p.  114  f.).  Cf.  Matt,  xxvii. 
39-43  ;  Mark  xv.  29-32  ;  Luke  xxiii.  34-37' 

*  The  nearest  parallel  in  our  Gospels  is  in  Luke  xxiii.  35 :  **  He  saved 
others  ;  let  him  save  himself  if  this  man  be  the  Christ  of  God,  his  chosen " 
("AXXovt  (aia<rtp,  ffioadrw  iavT6p,  <c.t.X.). 

5  Hilgenfeld,  Dig  Etw,  Justin^ s^  p.  244  f. 
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He  declared  himself  the  Son  of 
God ;  (let  him)  come  down,  let  liim 
walk  about ;  let  God  save  him. 


ylop   $€oO    iavTov    (Xeye*     «raraj9&f 
ftptTaTelriO'  awrdru  airrow  b  0€6s. 


The  second  of  the  mocking  speeches"  of  the  lookers-on  is 
referred  distinctly  to  the  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles ;  but  is  also, 
with  the  accompanying  description,  foreign  to  our  Gospels.  The 
nearest  i4)proach  to  it  occurs  in  our  first  Gospel,  and  we  subjoin 
both  passages  for  comparison  : — 

Justin,  Dial.  ioi.  Matt,  xxvii.  40,  and  42,  43. 

Aa  Thou  that  destroyest  the  temple, 
and  buildest  it  in  three  days,  save 
thyself ;  if  thou  art  the  Son  of  God, 
come  down  from  the  cross. 

42.  He  saved  others,  himself  he 
cannot  save.  He  is  the  King  of 
Israel ;  let  him  now  come  down  from 
the  cross,  and  we  will  believe  in  him. 

43.  He  trusted  in  God;  let  him 
deliver  him  now,  if  he  will  have  him, 
for  he  said,  I  am  the  Son  of  God. 

42 Karapdrw     pOp     diro     tov 

aravpod  Kal  irurrtvffOfAew  iT*  airrf. 
43.  ir€roi0€P  iirl  top  deoPf  ^v^daBv  pOp 
aMp'  €l  $4\€i  olMp'  €XvfP  yiip  liri 
$€€10  elfd  vl6t. 

It  is  evident  that  Justin's  version  is  quite  distinct  from  this,  and 
cannot  have  been  taken  from  our  Gospels,  although  professedly 
derived  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles, 

Justin  likewise  mentions  the  cry  of  Jesus  on  the  cross,  "  O  God, 
my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  ?"  (*0  ^€<fe,  6  ^€<fe  \iXA}^  tva  ri 
iyKartkiTris  /i€  ;),3  as  a  fulfilment  of  the  words  of  the  Psalm,  which 
he  quotes  here,  and  elsewhere,*  with  the  peculiar  addition  of  the 
Septuagint  version  :  "  attend  to  me "  (vpSax^  fwi),  which,  how- 
ever, he  omits  when  giving  the  cry  of  Jesus,  thereby  showing  that 
he  follows  a  written  source  which  did  not  contain  it,  for  the  quota- 
tion of  the  Psalm,  and  of  the  cry  which  is  cited  to  show  that  it 
refers  to  Christ,  immediately  follow  each  other.  He  apparently 
knows  nothing  of  the  Chaldaic  cry,  "  Eli,  Eli,  lama  sabac- 
thani,"  of  the  Gospels.5  The  first  and  second  Gospels  give 
the  words  of  the  cry  from  the  Chaldaic  difierently  from  Justin, 
from  the  version  of  the  LXX.,  and  from  each  other.  Matt. 
xxviL  46,  6€€  ftov,  $€€  fjLovy  tva  ri  fi€  €yicaT€X«r€s ;  Mark  xv.  34,  *0 

'  Semisch  argues  that  both  forms  are  quotations  of  the  same  sentence,  and 
that  there  is  consequently  a  contradiction  in  the  very  quotations  themselves  ; 
but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  two  phrases  are  distinct  parts  of  the 
mockery,  and  the  very  same  separation  ana  variation  occur  in  each  of  the 
canonical  Gospels.  D/e  ap,  Dsnkw.  Mart,  fust. ,  p.  282  ;  cf.  Hilgenfeld, 
DU  Ew.  fustin^s,  p.  244. 

"  77t€  Cod,  Sin,  omits  aMp.  3  Dial,  99. 

*  Dial,  98.  5  Matt,  xxvii.  46  ;  Mark  xv.  34. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


214  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 

^cbs,  6  ^€09  jMv,  €45  Ti  €yKaT€Xiv€s  fi€ ;  thc  third  Gospel  makes  no 
mention  at  all  of  this  cry,  but,  instead,  has  one  altogether  foreign 
to  the  other  Gospels :  "And  Jesus  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  and 
said :  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit :  and  having 
said  this,  he  expired."'  Justin  has  this  cry  also,  ahd  in  the  same 
form  as  the  third  Gospel.  He  says :  "  For  when  he  (Jesus)  was 
giving  up  his  spirit  on  the  cross,  he  said  :  *  Father,  into  thy  hands 
I  commend  my  spirit,'  as  I  have  also  learned  from  the  Memoirs."* 
Justin's  Gospel,  therefore,  contained  both  cries,  and  as  even  the 
first  two  Synoptics  mention  a  second  cry  of  Jesus^  without,  how- 
ever, giving  the  words,  it  is  not  surprising  that  other  Gospels 
should  have  existed  which  included  both.  Even  if  we  had  no 
trace  of  this  cry  in  any  other  ancient  work,  there  would  be  no 
ground  for  asserting  that  Justin  must  have  derived  it  from  the 
third  Gospel,  for,  if  there  be  any  historical  truth  in  the  statement 
that  these  words  were  actually  spoken  by  Jesus,  it  follows,  of 
course,  that  they  may  have  been,  and  probably  were,  reported  in 
a  dozen  Christian  writings  now  no  longer  extant,  and  in  all  pro- 
bability they  existed  in  some  of  the  many  works  referred  to  in  the 
prologue  to  the  third  Gospel.  Both  cries,  however,  are  given  in 
the  Gospel  of  Nicodemus,  or  Gesta  Pilati^  to  which  reference  has 
already  so  frequently  been  made.  In  the  Greek  versions  edited 
by  Tischendorf  we  find  only  the  form  contained  in  Luke.  In  the 
Codex  A  the  passage  reads  :  "And  crying  with  a  loud  voice,  Jesus 
said  :  Father,  Baddach  ephkid  roiuhi — that  is,  interpreted  :  *  into 
thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit ':  and,  having  said  this,  he  gave 
up  the  ghost"*  In  the  Codex  B  the  text  is  :  "  Then  Jesus,  having 
called  out  with  a  loud  voice,  *  Father,  into  thy  hands  will  I 
commend  my  spirit,'  expired. "5  In  the  ancient  Latin  version, 
however,  both  cries  are  given  :  "And  about  the  ninth  hour  Jesus 
cried  with  a  loud  voice,  saying,  Hely^  Hely^  lama  zabacthani^ 
which,  interpreted,  is  :  *  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  for- 
saken   me  ?*      And    after   this  Jesus   said :    *  Father,   into    thy 


'  Kai  (fMirfjirai  (fxav^  fityAXxi  6  'Ii7<roOs  cTxev,  lidrep,  eti  x^^P^^  ^<^^ '"'^P^'^^^^M^'' 
t6  irwevfid  fiov.     toOto  Si  elirdfp  i^irvcxHrev.     Luke  xxiii.  46. 

'  Kal  ydp  inroHiboiti  ro  rveO/ia  iirl  rip  aravpi},  elxc,  IXdre/),  els  X^^P^*  ^^^ 
irctparlBefiai  to  TPeOfid  fiov  m  Kal  ix  tCjv  dTOfiyrffiovev/jArwv  xal  tovto  ffiaOov. 
Dial,  105. 

3  Matt,  xxvii.  50 ;  Mark  xv.  37. 

*  EcU  0win^as  ^«>T*  iieydXyi  6  'Ii;<roOj  eXxeif  Han^p,  paSSdx  i4>Kld  l>ov€\,  5 
4pfjL7jW€ver<u  Els  x^^P^^  ^^^  vaparLOrffu  to  irvcvfid  fiov.  Kal  tovto  elirutp  TOpiduKc 
TO  Tvevfia,  Evang.  Nicod.,  Pars  I.  A.  sive  Gesta  Pilatiy  xi.;  Tischendorf, 
Evang.  Apocr.j  p.  233 ;  cf.  Thilo,  Cod.  Apocr.  N.  71,  p.  590  f. 

5  "Eff-eira  6  ^Vt^ws  xpd^s  (fxav^  neyd\Q  HdTep,  els  x^^P^^  ^^^  irapaB'fyrofia.i 
TO  TPevfid  fiovt  direxvevae.  Ev.  Nicod.^  Pars  I.  B.  sive  Acta  Pilati  B.,  xi. ; 
Tischendorf,  Ev,  Apocr.y  p.  287. 
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hands  I  commend  my  spirit';  and,  saying  this,  he  gave  up  the 
ghost"' 

One  of  the  Codices  of  the  same  apocryphal  work  likewise  gives 
the  taunting  speeches  of  the  Jews  in  a  form  more  nearly  approaching 
that  of  Justin's  Memoirs  than  any  found  in  our  Gospels.  "  And 
the  Jews  that  stood  and  looked  ridiculed  him,  and  said :  If  thou 
saidst  truly  that  thou  art  the  Son  of  God,  come  down  from  the 
cross,  and  at  once,  that  we  may  believe  in  thee.  Others,  ridicu- 
ling, said :  He  saved  others,  he  healed  others,  and  restored  the 
sick,  the  paralytic,  lepers,  demoniacs,  the  blind,  the  lame,  the 
dead,  and  himself  he  cannot  heal."*  The  fact  that  Justin  actually 
refers  to  certain  Acta  Pilati  in  connection  with  the  Crucifixion 
renders  this  coincidence  all  the  more  important.  Other  texts  of 
this  Gospel  read :  "  And  the  Chief  Priests,  and  the  rulers  with 
them,  derided  him,  saying :  He  saved  others,  let  him  save  him- 
self;  if  he  is  the  Son  of  God,  let  him  come  down  from  the 
cross."3 

It  is  clear  from  the  whole  of  Justin's  treatment  of  the  narrative 
that  he  followed  a  Gospel  adhering  more  closely  than  the  canonical 
to  Psalm  xxii.,  but  yet  with  peculiar  variations  from  it.  Our 
Gospels  differ  very  much  from  each  other ;  Justin's  Memoirs  of 
the  Apostle§  in  like  manner  differed  from  them.  It  had  its 
chsuracteristic  features  clearly  and  sharply  defined.  In  this  way 
his  systematic  variations  are  natural  and  perfectly  intelligible, 
but  they  become  quite  inexplicable  if  it  be  supposed  that, 
having  our  Gospels  for  his  source,  he  thus  persistently  and  in 
so  arbitrary  a  way  ignored,  modified,  or  contradicted  their 
statements. 

Upon  two  occasions  Justin  distinctly  states  that  the  Jews  sent 
persons  throughout  the  world  to  spread  calumnies  against  Christians. 


■  Et  circa  horam  nonam  exclamamt  Jesus  ixxe  tnagnd  dicens :  Hely^  Heiy, 
lama  zahacthaniy  quod  est  interpretaium :  Deus  nieus,  Deus  nieus^  ut  quid 
dereliquisti  mef  ^t  post  hac  dicit  Jesus  :  Pater  in  manus  tuas  comnundo 
spiritum  meum,  Et  hac  dicens  emisit  spiritum,^^  NicocL  Ev.,  xi. ; 
Fabridos,  Cod,  Ap.  N,  T.,  i.,  p.  261  ;  cf.  Thilo,  Cod,  Apocr,  N,  T., 
P-  591  f. 

"  01  bk  ^\oviaiw.  ol  Urrdfievot  kcU  pXiToyrei  KareyeXup  aMw  Kai  IfXeyoy  'EAi' 
iX7j0iat  Aeycf  6ti  vloi  et  rod  Oew^  Kon-d^tiBi  diro  roO  (rravpoOf  xal  irapcvdift  tpa 
irurrevaufitv  «/f  ai.  irtpoi  fXeyop  KaTay€\QpT€t''AXKovt  (ffwrew,  AXXovt  iBepd- 
Tcwrew,  Kol  Uboraro  i/rBcrett,  xapaXeXu/tei^oi/t,  \expovs,  5cu/u>rt^o/ifroi;9,  tv^Xovs, 
XfifXout,  P€peKpiafi€POvs,  xal  iavrop  0^  Svparai  BepawcOffcu,  Evang,  Nicod, ,  Pars 
I.  B.»  sive  Acta  Pilati,  B.  x.  ;  Tischendorf,  Ev,  Apocr,^  p.  286. 

"^  Ev,  Nicod ^  Pars  I.  A.  x.  ;  Tischendorf,  Ev,  Apocr.,  p.  232;  cf.  Thilo., 
Cod,  Apocr.  N,  T.y  p.  584;  Fabricias,  Cod,  Apocr,  N,  T.,  i.,  p.  259; 
Tischendorf,  ib,^  p.  ^a  There  are  differences  between  all  these  texts — 
indeed,  there  are  scarcely  two  MSS.  which  agree — clearly  indicating  that 
we  have  now  nothing  but  corrupt  versions  of  a  more  ancient  text. 
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"  When  you  knew  that  he  had  risen  from  the  dead,  and  ascended 
into  heaven,  as  the  prophets  had  foretold,  not  only  did  you  (the 
Jews)  not  repent  of  the  wickedness  which  you  had  committed, 
but  at  that  time  you  selected  and  sent  forth  from  Jerusalem 
throughout  the  land  chosen  men,  saying  that  the  atheistic  heresy 

of  the  Christians  had  arisen,"  etc' "from  a  certain  Jesus,  a 

Galilaean  impostor,  whom  we  crucified,  but  his  disciples  stole  him 
by  night  from  the  tomb  where  he  had  been  laid  when  he  was 
unloosed  from  the  cross,  and  they  now  deceive  men,  saying  that 
he  has  risen  from  the  dead  and  ascended  into  heaven."*  This 
circumstance  is  not  mentioned  by  our  Gospels,  but,  reiterated 
twice  by  Justin  in  almost  the  same  words,  it  was  in  all  probability 
contained  in  the  Memoirs.  Eusebius  quotes  the  passage  from 
Justin  without  comment,  evidently  on  account  of  the  information 
which  it  conveyed.  The  fragment  of  the  Gospel  of  Peter  describes 
the  elders  as  going  to  Pilate  and  asking  for  soldiers  to  watch  the 
grave  for  three  days,  "  lest  his  disciples  steal  him,  and  the  people 
believe  that  he  rose  from  the  dead." 

These  instances,  which,  although  far  from  complete,  have 
already  occupied  too  much  of  our  space,  show  that  Justin  quotes 
from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles  many  statements  and  facts  of 
Gospel  history  which  are  not  only  foreign  to  our  Gospels,  but  in 
some  cases  contradictory  to  them,  whilst  the  narrative  of  the  most 
solemn  events  in  the  life  of  Jesus  presents  distinct  and  systematic 
variations  from  parallel  passages  in  the  Synoptic  records.  It  will 
now  be  necessary  to  compare  his  general  quotations  from  the 
same  Memoirs  with  the  Canonical  Gospels,  and  here  a  very  wide 
field  opens  before  us.  As  we  have  already  stated,  Justin's  works 
teem  with  these  quotations,  and  to  take  them  all  in  detail  would 
be  impossible  within  the  limits  of  this  work.  Such  a  course, 
moreover,  is  unnecessary.  It  may  be  broadly  stated  that  even 
those  who  maintain  the  use  of  the  Canonical  Gospels  can  only 
point  out  two  or  three  passages  out  of  this  vast  array  which 
verbally  agree  with  them.3  This  extraordinary  anomaly — on  the 
supposition  that  Justin's  Memoirs  were  in  fact  our  Gospels— is, 
as  we  have  mentioned,  explained  by  the  convenient  hypothesis 
that  Justin  quotes   imperfectly  from   memory,  interweaves  and 

'  Dial,  17. 

»  Ih,,  108.  This  passage  commences  with  statements  to  the  same  effect  as 
the  preceding. 

3  Credner,  Beitrdge,  i.,  p.  229 ;  Hilgenfeld,  Die  Ew,  Justin^ s^  p.  252  ff., 
p.  255  ;  Kirchhofer,  QuelUnsammL,  p.  34  f.,  p.  89;  Reuss,  Hist,  du  Canon, 
p.  56 ;  Schwegler,  Das  Nachap.  Zeit,,  i.,  p.  222  f. ;  Semisch,  Die  ap,  Denkw, 
M./usi,y  p.  140  f.;  De  Wette,  Lehrb,  Einl,  N.  T.,  p.  104  f.;  Westcott,  On 
the  Canant  p.  106  f. 
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modifies  texts,  and,  in  short,  freely  manipulates  these  Gospels 
according  to  his  argument.  Even  strained  to  the  uttermost, 
however,  could  this  be  accepted  as  a  reasonable  explanation  of 
such  systematic  variation,  that  only  twice  or  thrice  out  of  the  vast 
number  of  his  quotations^does  he  literally  agree  with  passages  in 
them  ?  In  order  to  illustrate  the  case  with  absolute  impartiality 
we  shall  first  take  the  instances  brought  forward  as  showing 
agreement  with  our  Synoptic  Gospels. 

Tischendorf  only  cites  two  passages  in  support  of  his  affirma- 
tion that  Justin  makes  use  of  our  first  Gospel.^  It  might  be 
supposed  that,  in  selecting  these,  at  least  two  might  have  been 
produced  literally  agreeing  ;  but  this  is  not  the  case,  and  this  may 
be  taken  as  an  illustration  of  the  almost  universal  variation  of 
Justin's  quotations.  The  first  of  Tischendorf  s  examples  is  the 
supposed  use  of  Matt  viii.  11,  12:  "Many  shall  come  from 
the  east  and  from  the  west,  and  shall  sit  down,"  etc.  (IloXXot 
dvh  dvaroktov  Kal  SvcfMav  -q^oxxriv,  k.t.X.)  Now  this  passage 
is  repeated  by  Justin  no  less  than  three  times  in  three  very 
distinct  parts  of  his  Dialogue  with  Trypho^"^  with  a  uniform 
variation  from  the  text  of  Matthew — "  They  shall  come  from  the 
west  and  from  the  east,"  etc.  ("Hfowiv  dirb  Sva-fuov  Kai 
avaro\j^Vy  k.t.X.)3  That  a  historical  saying  of  Jesus  should  be 
reproduced  in  many  Gospels,  and  that  no  particular  work  can  have 
any  prescriptive  right  to  it,  must  be  admitted,  so  that  even  if  the 
passage  in  Justin  agreed  literally  with  our  first  Synoptic,  it  would 
not  afford  any  proof  of  the  actual  use  of  that  Gospel ;  but  when, 
on  the  contrary,  Justin  upon  three  several  occasions,  and  at 
distinct  intervals  of  time,  repeats  the  passage  with  the  same 
persistent  variation  from  the  reading  in  Matthew,  not  only  can  it 
not  be  ascribed  to  that  Gospel,  but  there  is  reason  to  conclude 
that  Justin  derived  it  from  another  source.  It  may  be  added  that 
Tro\\oi  is  anything  but  a  word  uncommon  in  his  vocabulary, 
and  that  elsewhere,  for  instance,  he  twice  quotes  a  passage 
similar  to  one  in  Matthew,  in  which,  amongst  other  variations,  he 
reads  ^^Many  shall  come  (iroXXot  ^^owtv),"  instead  of  the  phrase 
found  in  that  Gospel.* 

The  second  example  adduced  by  Tischendorf  is  the  supposed 
quotation  of  Matt.  xii.  39 ;  but  in  order  fully  to  comprehend  the 
nature  of  the  affirmation,  we  quote  the  context  of  the  Gospel  and 
of  Justin  in  parallel  columns — 


'  Wann  wurdtn^  u,  s.  w.,  p.  27,  anm.  2. 

»  £>ia/,  76,  120,  140. 

'  In  Zh'al,  76  the  text  reads  **  from  the  east  and  from  the  west." 

*  ApoL,  i.  16,  DiaL  35 ;  cf.  Malt.  vii.  15. 
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Justin.    Dial.  107. 

And  that  he  should  rise  again  on 
the  third  day  after  the  cmcifucion,  it 
is  written  in  the  Memoirs  that  some 
of  your  neighbours  questioning  him 
said  :  **  Show  us  a  sign ;"  and  he 
answered  them  :  **  An  evil  and 
adulterous  generation  seeketh  after 
a  sign,  and  there  shall  no  si|;n  be 
given  to  them  (aiJTots)  but  the  sign  of 
Jonah  ('Iwro)." 

Kai  Sti  tj  TfUno  iffUpg^  ffieWer 
dpaurHi<r€ff0€u  fAerh,  to  <rravp<aB^ai, 
yeypaxrat  iv  toU  dirofjonfifiopcvfjuunp, 
6tl  ol  dxo  ToO  ycpovs  i/fiiay  avj^Tovp- 
T€S  a^t}  iXeyop,  Sti,  "Ac<foi»  i)/ur 
ffrifietor,"  Kai  &T€KptwaTO  adrois,  Fei'eA 
TOvripiLj  if.T.X. 


MaTTHBW  XII.  38,  39. 


38.  Then  certain  of  the  scribes  and 
Pharisees  answered  him,  saying : 
Master,  we  would  see  a  sign  from 
thee. 

39.  But  he  answered  and  said  unto 
them  :  An  evil  and  adulterous  genera- 
tion seeketh  after  a  sign,  and  there 
shall  no  sign  be  given  to  it  (a^),  but 
the  sign  of  the  prophet  Jonah  ('IwrS 
TitO  xpoipriiTov). 

T6t€  i.ir€KpiOrica9  oJtrif  ripis  tup 
ypafifJMT€(op  Kol  ^apuraitap  \4yoPT€Sf 
"Atdd<r/caX(,  BeXofiep  dxo  ffod  arifieiop 
ld€tp.**  6  8i  diroKpiBels  tJirep  airrots, 
Fci'eA  TOPiipdif  ic.r.X. 

Now  it  is  clear  that  Justin  here  directly  professes  to  quote  from 
the  Memoirs,  and  consequently  that  accuracy  may  be  expected ; 
but  passing  over  the  preliminary  substitution  of  "  some  of  your 
nation  "  for  "  certain  of  the  scribes  and  Pharisees,"  although  it 
recalls  the  "  some  of  them,"  and  "  others,"  by  which  the  parallel 
passage,  otherwise  so  different,  is  introduced  in  Luke  xi.  15,  16, 
29  ff.,'  the  question  of  the  Jews,  which  should  be  literal,  is  quite 
different  from  that  of  the  first  Gospel,  whilst  there  are  variations 
in  the  reply  of  Jesus,  which,  if  not  so  important,  are  still  un- 
deniable. We  cannot  compare  with  the  first  Gospel  the  parallel 
passages  in  the  second  and  third  Gospels  without  recognising  that 
other  works  may  have  narrated  the  same  episode  with  similar 
variations,  and  whilst  the  distinct  differences  which  exist  totally 
exclude  the  affirmation  that  Justin  quotes  from  Matthew,  every- 
thing points  to  the  conclusion  that  he  makes  use  of  another  source. 
This  is  confirmed  by  another  important  circumstance.  After 
enlarging  during  the  remainder  of  the  chapter  upon  the  example  of 
the  people  of  Nineveh,  Justin  commences  the  next  by  returning  to 
the  answer  of  Jesus,  and  making  the  following  statement :  "  And 
though  all  of  your  nation  were  acquainted  with  these  things  which 
occurred  to  Jonah,  and  Christ  proclaimed  among  you  that  he 
would  give  you  the  sign  of  Jonah,  exhorting  you,  at  least,  after  his 
resurrection  from  the  dead  to  repent  of  your  evil  deeds,  and  like 
the  Ninevites  to  supplicate  God,  that  your  nation  and  city  might 
not  be  captured  and  destroyed  as  it  has  been  destroyed ;  yet  not 
only  have  you  not  repented  on  learning  his  resurrection  from  the 
dead,  but,  as  I  have  already  said,*  you  sent  chosen3  and  select 

'Cf.  Mark  viii.  11. 

*  Dta/.  17.     The  passage  quoted  above,  p.  215  f. 

3  x^tp^o''^OLPT€i,     Literally,  **  elected  by  a  show  of  hands  " — by  vote. 
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men  throughout  all  the  world,  proclaiming  that  an  atheistic  and 
impious  heresy  had  arisen  from  a  certain  Jesus,  a  Galilsean 
impostor,"  etc.*  Now,  not  only  do  our  Gospels  not  mention  this 
mission,  as  we  have  already  pointed  out,  but  they  do  not  contain 
the  exhortation  to  repent,  at  least,  after  the  resurrection  of  Jesus 
here  referred  to,  and  which  evidently  must  have  formed  part  of  the 
episode  in  the  Memoirs. 

Tischendorf  does  not  produce  any  other  instances  of  supposed 
quotations  of  Justin  from  Matthew,  but  rests  his  case  upon  these. 
As  tkey  are  Uie  best  examples,  apparently,  which  he  can  point 
out,  we  may  judge  of  the  weakness  of  his  argument  De  Wette 
divides  the  quotations  of  Justin,  which  may  be  compared  with  our 
first  and  third  Gospels,  into  several  categories.  Regarding  the 
first  class,  he  says  :  "  Some  agree  quite  literally,  which,  however, 
is  seldom";'  and  under  this  head  he  can  only  collect  three 
passages  of  Matthew,  and  refer  to  one  of  Luke.  Of  the  three 
from  Matthew,  the  first  is  that,  viii.  11,  12,3  also  brought  forward 
by  Tischendorf,  of  which  we  have  already  disposed.  The  second 
is  Matt.  V.  20  :  "  For  I  say  unto  you,  that  except  your  righteous- 
ness shall  exceed  that  g(  the  scribed  and  Pharisees,  ye  shall  not 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  A  parallel  passage  to  this 
exists  in  Dial,  105,  a  chapter  in  which  there  are  several  quotations 
not  found  in  our  Gospels  at  all,  with  the  exception  that  the  first 
words,  "  For  I  say  unto  you  that,"  are  not  in  Justin.  We  shall 
speak  of  this  passage  presently.  De  Wette's  third  passage  is 
Matt.  vii.  19  :  "  Every  tree  that  bringeth  not  forth  good  fruit  is 
hewn  down  and  cast  into  the  fire,"  which,  with  the  exception  of 
one  word,  "  but,"  at  the  commencement  of  the  sentence  in  Justin, 
also  agrees  with  his  quotation.^  In  these  two  short  passages  there 
are  no  peculiarities  specially  pointing  to  the  first  Gospel  as  their 
source,  and  it  cannot  be  too  often  repeated  that  the  mere 
coincidence  of  short  historical  sayings  in  two  works  by  no  means 
warrants  the  conclusion  that  the  one  is  dependent  on  the  other. 
In  order,  however,  to  enable  the  reader  to  form  a  correct  estimate 
of  the  value  of  the  similarity  of  the  two  passages  above  noted,  and 
also,  at  the  same  time,  to  examine  a  considerable  body  of  evidence, 
selected  with  evident  impartiality,  we  propose  to  take  all  Justin's 
readings  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  from  which  the  above 
passages  are  taken,  and  compare  them  with  our  Gospels.  This 
should  furnish  a  fair  test  of  the  composition  of  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Apostles, 

Taking  first,  for  the  sake  of  continuity,  the  first  Apology,  we 
find  that  chapters  xv.,  xvi.,  xvii.,  are  composed  almost  entirely  of 

'  Dial.  108.  «  De  Wette,  Lehrb.  Einl,  N,  T.,  j^.  104. 

3  Dial,  76,  120,  140 ;  cf.  p.  347.  *  Apol.,  i.  16. 
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examples  of  what  Jesus  himself  taught,  introduced  by  the  remark 
with  which  chapter  xiv.  closes,  that  "  Brief  and  concise  sentences 
were  uttered  by  him,  for  he  was  not  a  sophist,  but  his  word  was 
the  power  of  God."'  It  may  broadly  be  affirmed  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  few  words  quoted  above  by  De  Wette,  not  a 
single  quotation  of  the  words  of  Jesus  in  these  three  chapters 
agrees  with  the  canonical  Gospels.  We  shall,  however,  confine 
ourselves  at  present  to  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  We  must 
mention  that  Justin's  text  is  quite  continuous,  except  where  we 
have  inserted  asterisks.  We  subjoin  Justin's  quotations,  together 
with  the  parallel  passages  in  our  Gospels,  side  by  side,  for  greater, 
flEicility  of  comparison.' 

Justin.  |  Gospeu 

a.  u4po/.t  i.,  15.     He  (Jesus)  spoke  |      Matt.  v.  28.     But  I  say  unto  you, 
thus  of  chastity  :  Whosoever  may  gaze  1  that    everyone   that   looketh     on    a 


on  a  woman  to  lust  after  her  hath 
committed  adultery  already  in  the 
heart  before  God. 

j8.  And,  if  thy  right  eye  offend  thee 
cut  it  out, 

for  it  is  profitable  for  thee  to  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  with  one 
eye  (rather)  than  having  two  to  be 
thrust  into  the  everlasting  fire. 

a.  Ilcpi  fihf  odp  aia<f>poa^init  rwrwrov 
tXirtv'  "Os  iiw  4iip<iy^  ywaiKl  irpdt 
TO  iTiBv/iijaai  airr^  ifdri  ifiolxcwre  ry 
Kapdl^  xapd  r^  Oefp. 

p.  Koi-s  E/  6  6^a\fi6s  ffQV  6  de^cos 

<rvfA^f>€i      ydp     coi     /Aoru^aX/Aor 


woman  to  lust  after  her  hath  com- 
mitted adultery  with  her  already  in 
his  heart. 

29.  But  if  thy  right  eye  offend 
thee,  pluck  it  out  and  cast  it  from 
thee  :  for  it  is  profitable  for  thee  that 
one  of  thy  members  should  perish, 
and  not  that  thy  whole  body  should 
be  cast  into  hell. 

'E7(i>  9i  \^u  iffuw  6ti  irSii  6  p\4irtap,* 
yvptuKa  xpdt  ro  ^Ttdvfiiiaeu  airr^p  ij9ri 
4fiolx€Vff€v  aMiP  4p  r^  xapdl^  a&rov. 

El  8i  6  64f>$a\fi6t  <rov  6  Se^os 
ffKOpSoKl^i  at,  I^XtfS  oMp  koI  /SdXe 
dro  o'oO*  avfi^pti  ydp  o'oc  Ira 
dr6\ffTtu  ip  Twp  fA€\Qp  ffoVf  ir.r.X.;  cf. 


*  Bpax^if  W  KcU  avPTOfiot  irap*  a^ov  \6yoi  yty6po4ny.  OO  ydp  ffo^urHis 
itriipXfPt  d\Kd  di^a/uf  8€oi;6  X070J  a^oO  Ijp,  ApoL^  i.  14.  This  description 
completely  contradicts  the  representation  in  the  fourth  Gospel  of  the  discourses 
of  Jesus.  It  seems  dearly  to  indicate  that  Justin  had  no  knowledge  of  that  Gospel 

'  It  need  not  be  said  that  the  variations  between  the  quotations  of  Justin 
and  the  text  of  our  Gospels  must  be  looked  for  only  in  the  Greek.  For  the 
sake  of  the  reader  unacquainted  with  Greek,  however,  we  shall  endeavour  as 
fiu  as  possible  to  indicate  in  translation  where  differences  exist,  although  this 
cannot  of  course  be  fully  done,  nor  often  without  being  more  literal  than  is 
desirable.  Where  it  is  not  necessary  to  amend  the  authorised  version  of  the 
New  Testament  for  the  sake  of  more  closely  following  the  text,  and  marking 
differences  from  Justin,  we  shall  adopt  it.  We  divide  the  quotations  where 
desirable  by  initial  letters,  in  order  to  assist  reference  at  the  end  of  our  quotations 
from  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 

3  The  ''  ircU  '*  here  forms  no  part  of  the  quotation,  and  seems  to  separate  the 
two  passages,  which  were,  therefore,  probably  distinct  in  Justin's  Memoirs, 
althou||h  consecutive  verses  in  Matthew. 

<  Ongen  repeatedly  uses  ds  ^di^  ifipyj^l/xi,  and  only  once  xoj  6  ^hnop. 
Griesbach,  Syf»d.  Crttua^  1785,  ii.,  p.  251. 

5  aim.  Al.  reads  Uko^w  like  Justm.     Griesbach,  fi^.,  iL,  p.  252. 
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Justin. 

FWf   ^  /A€Td  TWK  d6o  wcfi^Tivai  eh  to 
cUiJInnov  Tvp, 


y.  And,  Whoever  marrieth  a 
woman  divorced  from  another  man 
committeth  adultery. 

iripov  &y8p6i,  fioixciTai. 

•  •  «  • 

8.  And  regarding  our  affection  for 
all,  he  taught  thus  : 
If  ye  love  them  which  love  you,  what 
new  thing  do  ye  ?  for  even  the  forni- 
cators do  this ;  but  I  say  unto  you  : 
Pray  for  your  enemies  and  love  them 
which  hate  you,  and  bless  them  which 
corse  you,  and  pray  for  them  which 
despitefuUy  use  you. 


Gospel. 

Matt,  xviii.  gJ..:,..Ka\6p  <rol  iaTtv 
fiov6iffdd\fU)v  els  -Hjp  f&rjyv  eUreXdeiy,  ^ 
96o  6<f>da\fioi>s  ^x^''^*  ^XrjOrjpai  els  -Hjv 
T^CWflW  ToO  Tupof. 

Matt.  V.  32.  And  whosoever    shall 
marry  a  woman  divorced 
committeth  adultery. 

KcU  6s  iiiP  dToXeXvfiivrjp 


Matt.  V.  46. 

For  if  ye  should  love  them  which 
love  you,  what  reward  have  ye?  do 
not  even  the  publicans  the  same? 
V.  44.3  But  I  say  unto  you  :  Love 
your  enemies*  (bless  them  which  curse 
you,  do  good  to  them  which  hate  you), 
and  pray  for  them  which  (despitefuUy 
use  you  and)  persecute  you.^ 


'  Matt.  V.  29,  30,  it  will  be  remembered,  are  repeated  with  some  variation 
and  also  reversed  in  order,  and  with  a  totally  different  context.  Matt,  xviii. 
8,  9.  The  lattc^  verse,  the  Greek  of  the  concluding  part  of  which  we  give 
above,  approximates  more  nearly  in  form  to  Justin's,  but  is  still  widely  different. 
*•  And  if^  thine  eye  (*  right*  omitted)  offend  thee  pluck  it  out  and  cast  it  from 
thee ;  it  is  good  for  thee  to  enter  into  life  with  one  eye,  rather  than  having 
two  eyes  to  be  cast  into  hell  fire."  The  sequence  of  Matt.  v.  28,  29,  points 
specially  to  it.  The  double  occurrence  of  this  passage,  however,  with  a 
mfferent  context,  and  with  the  order  reversed  in  Matthew,  renders  it  almost 
certain  that  the  two  passages  o.  and  /9.  were  separate  in  the  Memoirs.  The 
reading  of  Mark  ix.  47  is  equally  distinct  from  Justin's  :  And  if  thine  eye 
offend  thee  cast  it  out  (iK^Xe  a&rdtf) ;  it  is  good  for  thee  {xaXdy  iarly  <re)  to 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  {rou  Oeou)  with  one  eye,  rather  than  having  two 
eyes  to  be  cast  into  hell,     {fj  860  6^daXfio^  ixovra  pXTfOifytu  els  yievwav!) 

»  Cf.  Matt.  xix.  9,  Luke  xvi.  18.  The  words  d<f>\iT4pov  &y8p6s  sue 
peculiar  to  Justin.    The  passage  in  Luke  has  dird  dySpbs,  but  differs  in  the  rest. 

3  It  will  be  observed  that  nere  again  Justin's  Gospel  reverses  the  order  in 
which  the  parallel  passage  is  found  in  our  Synoptics.  It  does  so  indeed 
with  a  clearness  of  design  which,  even  without  the  actual  peculiarities  of 
diction  and  construction,  would  indicate  a  special  and  different  source.  The 
passage  varies  throughout  from  our  Gospels,  but  Justin  repeats  the  same 
phrases  in  the  same  order  elsewhere.  In  Dia/.  133  he  says  :  **  While  we  all 
pray  for  you,  and  for  all  men  as  our  Christ  and  Lord  taught  us  to  do,  enjoining 
us  to  pray  even  for  our  enemies,  and  to  love  them  that  hate  us,  and  to  bless 
them  that  curse  us  "  {eCx^^r^cLi  Kal  inrip  tQp  ix'^P^t  "f*^  iyair^v  roifs  fiurdOvraSf 
Kal  eCXoyeip  rods  KarapiafUvovs).  And  again  in  Apol.^  i.  14,  he  uses  the  expres- 
sion that  Christians  pray  for  their  enemies  {virkp  t&p  ix^p^  edx^fierot) 
according  to  the  precepts  of  Christ.  The  variation  is  therefore  not  accidental, 
but  from  a  different  text. 

*  The  two  passages  within  brackets  are  not  found  in  any  of  the  oldest  MSS. , 
and  are  only  supported  by  Codices  D,  E,  and  a  few  obscure  texts.  All  modem 
critics  reject  them.     They  are  omitted  from  the  revised  version. 

s  The  parallel  passage  in  Luke  vi.  32,  27,  28,  presents  similar  variations 
from  Matt,  though  not  so  great  as  those  of  Justin  from  them  both. 
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Justin. 

lUpl  di  Tou  ffrdpytiw  Arorraf,  roOro 
iSlda^w  El  dyairSiT€  Toi>f  dyaxQirras 
iffuis,  tI  Kaipop  Toteire ;  ical  yAp  ol  iropvoi 
toOto  woioOffiw,     *EyCi)  di   Ofur  X^w 

dyaTcLrt  rods  fwroOrras  i/fi&s,  xal  ed- 
Xoyeire  roifs  KaraptafUyovs  iffJUPj  xal 
eCfxw^e  ifirip  rwr  iwripta^rrtop  vftas. 

e.  And  that  we  should  communicate 
to  the  needy  and  do  nothing  for  praise, 
he  said  thus : 

Give  ye  to  eveiy  one  that  asketh,  and 
from  fkim  that  desireth  to  borrow  turn 
not  ye  a>vay  ;  for  if  ye 

lend  to  them  from  whom  ye  hope  to 
receive,  what  new  thin^  do  ye?  for 
even  the  publicans  do  this. 

But  ye,  lay  not  up  for  yourselves  upon 
the  earth,  where  moth  and  rust  doth 
corrupt  and  robbers  break  through, 

but  lay  up  for  yourselves 

in  the  heavens,  where  neither  moth 

nor  rust  doth  corrupt 


For  what  is  a  man  profited  if  he 
shall  gain  the  whole  world,  but  destroy 
his  soul?  or  what  shall  he  give  in 
exchange  for  it?  Lay  up,  therefore, 
in  the  heavens,  where  neither  moth  nor 
rust  doth  corrupt' 

E^t  di  TO  KoiPfaveuf  rois  d€o/jJpois,  xai 
firi9h  Tpos  d6^  TOtetF,  raOra  (^, 

llairrl  Ti}  alroOm  dldore,  Koi  t6p  fiov- 
X&fiepop  diiweUraffSaif  fiif  ATwrrpa^ffrc 

el  yiip  doyeffrre  irop*  &p  iXrl^trc 
Xa/3ct^,  tI  Koipor  rocccrc ;  roOro  jccU  ol 
rcXt^eu  rocoGo-tr. 

'T/*€4j  i4  fJL^  $iiffavplj^eTt  iavrois  iiri 

Kol  Xjfaral  6iopC9<rovai' 


Gospel. 

V.  46. 

*B4r  tAp  d-yoinJaTyTf  Toi>f  dyarOpras 
vfi&tf  tImo.  fUffOop  ^ere ;  oirxl  koX  ol 
reX^oi  oOrtat  TMoO<rtr  ; 

V.  44.  'E7(i»  hk  X^yw  ^y^i  dyaxarc 
rods  ix^P^^  vfiQp  {cifXoyeiTt  tous 
KarapdffUpovt  vfUPy  koKCos  TMccre  tois 
fUffoOtriP  vfMff)  Kcd  vpoae&xevOt  dwip 
r^3  {4w7ip€aj;^6pTWP  koI)  huaKOPnop  vfias. 


Matt.  V.  42. 

Give  thou  to  him  that  asketh  thee, 
and  from  him  that  would  borrow  of 
thee  turn  not  thou  away.' 

Cf.  Luke  vi.  34. 

And  if  ye  lend  to  them  from  whom 
ye  hope  to  receive,  what  thank  have 
ye  ?  for  sinners  lend,  etc 

Matt  vi.  19. 

Lay  not  up  for  yourselves  treasure^ 
upon  the  earth,  where  moth  and  rust 
doth  corrupt,  and  where  thieves  break 
through  and  steal ; 

vi.  2a  But  lay  up  for  yourselves 
treasuresin  heaven, where  neither  moth 
nor  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where 
thieves  do  not  break  through  nor 
steal. 

Matt.  xvi.  26.  For  what  shall  a 
man  be  profited  if  he  shall  gain  the 
whole  world,  but  lose  his  soul?  or 
what  shall  a  man  give  in  exchange 
for  his  soul  ? 


Matt.  V.  42. 

Tifi  atrouprl  <re  dot,  koI  top  $4\oPTa 
duo  ffov  dnpcUraaOax,  fi^  drooTpa^r. 

Cf.  Luke  vi.  34. 

KoU  idp  Boplj^erc  Tap*  &p  ^Xt^^ctc 
\afieip,  Tola  v/ur  x^^  irrlw  ;  jcoU  dfuip- 
rwXoi  d/AoprwXotf  hapl^ownPj  ir.r.X. 

Matt  vi.  19. 

M^  ^ffffavplj^ere  vfup  Bifvavoo^  ixi 
TTis  yrjt,  6irov  <Hii  koI  fipcoaii  a^oyj^ct, 
Kol  ivov  jcXfTTcu  iiopda-ffownp  jccU 
K\4wT0wrur 


'  In  the  first  Gospel  the  subject  breaks  of  at  the  end  of  v.  42.  v.  46  may 
be  compared  with  Justin's  cootiniiation,  but  it  is  fundamentally  different. 
The  pandlel  passages  in  Luke  vi.  jo,  34,  present  still  greater  variations.  We 
have  given  vi.  34  i^ve,  as  nearer  Justin  than  Matt  v.  46.  It  will  be  remarked 
that  to  find  a  parallel  for  Justin's  continuation,  without  break,  of  the  subject,  we 
must  jump  firom  Matt  v.  42,  46,  to  vL  19,  Ja  *  See  next  page,  note  I. 
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Justin. 

$7i<ravplj^€T€  Bi  iavrcis  4r  rdii  odpa- 
rotj,  dirov  otfrc  <r9yt  oihc  ^pwiris  d^pa- 

Tl  yh.p  (i^XciTot  IhfOfMWWf  h.v  rov 
Kocfiov  6\op  K€pdria"(if  r^w  hk  yffvx^Vy 
oAtw  diroKeaiil  I  ^  ^^  Siixrei  avrijt  iv- 
rdWayfUL ; 

&ifliravpl^eT€  odf  4p  tois  oOpcufdti,  Utov 
ifOre  triis  oihe  Ppukns  dt/xivltei.^ 

^.  And  :  Be  ye  kind  and  merciful 
as  your  Father  also  is  kind  and  merci- 
ful, and  maketh  his  sun  to  rise  on 
sinners,  and  just  and  evil.' 


Gospel. 

vi.  20.  6rf<ravpl^€T€  di  vjuw  dri<rav- 
poifs  iv  oifpavtfiy  6irov  o<he  <r^s  oUre 
/Spuxrit  d</>avll^€iy   kcU  8irov  K\iimu  oO 

I  diopt^aowrip  o^di  k\4ttov(tiv. 

I  xvi.  26.  Tl  ydp  d)^\ri$i/jfferai 
AvOpurtroSf  idw  top  KOfffiov  SXoy  Kcp^iitrSi 

1  T^v   8i  ^vx^P   adroO    ^fuuiSi  ;    ^   rl 

I  h(JiUT€i  dfOpurwos  dyrdXXayfia  TTjff  ^vxvs 
airrov  ; 


But   be  not  careful  what  ye  shall 
eat  and  what  ye  shall  put  on. 


Are  ye  not  better  than  the  birds  and 
the  beasts  ?    And  God  feedeth  them. 


Therefore 
what  ye  shall  eat, 
ye  shall  put  on, 


not    careful 
or  what 


for  your  heavenly    Father    knoweth 
that  ye  have  need  of  these  things. 


Luke  vi.  36.3  Be  ye  merciful  even 
as    your    Father     also    is     merciful. 

Matt.  V.  45. •♦ for   he   maketh  his 

sun  to  rise  on  evil  and  good  and 
sendeth  rain  on  just  and  unjust. 

Matt  vi.  25. 

Therefore  I  say  unto  you,  Be  not 
careful  for  your  life  what  ye  shall  eat 
and  what  ye  shall  drink,  nor  yet  for 
your  body  what  ye  shall  put  on 

vi.  26.  Behold  the  birds  of  the  air 
that  they  sow  not,  &c.,  &c,  yet  your 
heavenly  Father  feedeth  them.  Are 
ye  not  much  better  than  they  ? 

VI.  31.S  Therefore  be  not  careful, 
saying:  what  shall  we  eat?  or  what 
shall  we  drink,  or  with  what  shall  we 
be  clothed  ? 

vi.  32.  For  after  all  these  things  do 
the  Gentiles  seek  :  for  your  heavenly 
Father  knoweth  that  ye  need  all  these 
things. 

"  This  phrase,  it  will  be  observed,  is  also  introduced  higher  up  in  the 
passage,  and  its  repetition  in  such  a  manner,  with  the  same  variations, 
emphatically  demonstrates  the  unity  of  the  whole  (quotation. 

'  This  passage  (^  is  repeated  with  the  peculiar  xPV<^ol  kclL  oIkt.  twice 
in  2>/a/.  96,  and  in  connection  with  the  same  concluding  words,  which  are 
quite  separate  in  our  Synoptics.  In  that  place,  however,  in  paraphrasing 
and  not  quoting,  he  adds,  *'and  sending  rain  on  holy  and  evil."  Critics 
conjecture  with  much  probability  that  the  words  koX  /3/)ex«  iitl  balovi  have 
been  omitted  above  after  Sixalovs,  by  a  mistake  either  of  the  transcriber  or 
of  Justin.  In  the  Clementine  Homilies  (iii.  57)  a  similar  combination  to 
that  of  Justin's  occurs  together  with  a  duplication  recalling  that  of  Justin, 
although  dyo.Bok  is  substituted  for  xpV<f"roL  TLyeaSe  dyaOol  koI  oUHpfioves 
d>s  6  Tar^p  6  h  rois  oitpay cis  ds  dtfareWei  rbv  ffXtof  ^t  dyadoiSf  k.t.\. 
Epiphanius  also  twice  makes  use  of  a  similar  combination,  although  with 
variations  in  language  ;  cf.  User.  Ixvi.  22,  xxxiii.  10.  Origen  likewise  com- 
bines Matt  V.  48  and  45 ;  cf.  de  Princip,^  ii.  4,  §  i.  These  instances 
confirm  the  indication  of  an  ancient  connection  of  the  passage  as  quoted  by  Justin. 

3  There  is  no  parallel  to  this  in  the  first  Gospel.  Matt  v.  48  is  too  remote 
in  sense  as  well  as  language. 

*  The  first  part  of  v.  45  is  quite  different  firom  the  context  in  Justin  :  "  That 
ye  may  be  sons  of  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  :  for  he  maketh,"  etc. 

'  There  is  a  complete  break  here  in  the  continuity  of  the  parallel  passage. 
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Justin. 

but  seek  ye  the  kingdom  of  the 
heavens,  and  all  these  things  shall 
be  added  unto  you, 

for  where  the  treasure  is  there  is  also 
the  mind  of  the  man. 

KoU,  Tlw€cr0e  8i  XPV^^^  * *^  olicrlp- 
fMwcty  cat  Kol  6  irar^p  irfAo^  x/"l<f^^ 
iirri  Kol  oUrlpiuaWf 

KoX  rbw  ^Xior  airrov  drarAXci  iwl 
iLfiapnaXodt  koI  diKalovs  Kal  woprfpoijt. 


MCiTrf<r0€' 

odx  OficTs  tQv  TCTCifwi'  «roU  tC^ 
07ipliap  8ta^p€T€  ;  koI  6  Seos  Tp4<f»ti 
a&rd. 

M^J  odv  fA€pifi,piffffijT€  tI  0d7iyre, 

i)  tI  MOtrrfffSe. 

tilde  yh.p  6  irar^/>  u/ucDr  o  od/xivior,  5r( 
roiJrwr  XP^^^  fx^TC' 

jyfTeire  W  t^  paffiXelay  rwr  wpaPUPf 

Koi  ToJirra  rdrro  TpoareO-fyrerai  h^uM. 

"Oiro!/  vAp  6  OrfffavpSf  iffriv^  iKci  xal 
6  foOt  rov  AySpiinrov. 

17.  And  :  Do  not  these  thinp  to  be 
seen  of  men,  otherwise  ye  have  no 
reward  of  your  Father  which  is  in 
heaven. 

Kcdf  Ml)  TTOiiJTc  ravra  Tp6s  rd  ScaBrjwai 
virb  nav  AyOpiSrwiOP'  tl  9i  fkii  yt,  fuaObw 
cvK  fx^^  Tapd  TOO  Tarpbs  vfuav  rw  iv 
Toit  ovpawois. 

ApoL  i.,  16. 

B,  And  regarding  our  being  patient 
under  injuries,  and  ready  to  help  all. 


GosfEL. 

vi.  33.  But  seek  ve  first  the  king- 
dom of  God  and  his  righteousness, 
I  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added 
I  unto  you. 

vi.  21.'  For  where  thy  treasure  is 
there  will  thy  heart  be  also. 

Luke  vi.  36.  r^e<r^<  oft'  oUcrlp- 
fioves,  KaOCiit  koX  b  rar^p  irfjuip  ottcrlp- 
fjuop  iffriw. 

Matt  V.  45 Srt  top  ffXcor  adrov 

drarAXei  M  vwrripoin  koX  d.ya9oi>i  koX 

Matt.  vi.  25. 

Aid  r<3^o  \4y(a  v/ur,  /ify  fiepifufare 
Ty  yf/vxi  vfiiop  rl  iftdyrfrt  koI  rl  xlffTtf' 
firjbi  Tifi  ffibfiari  OfiOp  rl  ipd6<nfir$€ 

vi.  26.  'E/tt/3X^^are  els  tA  ircrcivA 
ToO  OVpOPoOf  K.T.X.  Kol  b  waT^p  VfliOP  b 
oOpdyios  rp^ipei  aUrd'  o^x  OfitU  uiSXXor 
8ia<l>4p€T€  airrCop ; 

vi.  31.  firi  0^  fi€pifjLtn/i<niT€  X^ovrer 
TI  iftdytaficp  fj  rl  Tlwfiep 
i)  rl  T€pifta\iifie6a ; 

vL  32.  xdpra  yb,p  ravra  rk  (Sptj 
iinjyirov<np'  cUScp  yb,p  6  Tar^p  iffjuap  b 
ovpdptos,  Sn  XpH^^"^^  ro&rwp  dirdpriap. 

vi.  33.  ^reirc  8i  xpiirop  rrjp  paai- 
\elap  rov  0€W  xal  rrfp  SiKcuoavpriP 
airroVf  Koi  ravra  xdpra  Tpo(rr€$^€rai 

VfJUP. 

vi.  21.  "Owov  ydp  imp  b  Oyfvavpbs 
ffov,  iKct  (oral  Kal  if  Kapdla  ffov. 

Matt.  vi.  I. 

But  take  heed  that  ye  do  not  your 
righteousness  before  men  to  be  seen  of 
them,  otherwise  ye  have  no  reward 
from  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 

vi.  I.  Xl/Hxr^erc  8i  t^p  SiKoioaOpriP 
vfiQp  M^  TOcetV  (fiTpoaStP^  rC^  dipOpd- 
Tiop  irpbs  rb  0€a0^at  adroJr  €l  bi 
/Ai^c,  fuffObp  o^K  ^rre  rapb.  ry  rarpl 
vfjuop  r(p  €P  rws  odpopois. 

Matt.  V.  39. 

But  I  say  unto  you  that  ye  resist 
not  evil,*  but  whosoever  shall  smite 


'  Cf.  Luke  xii.  22-34,  which,  however,  is  equally  distinct  from  Justin's  text. 
The  difference  of  order  will  not  have  escaped  notice. 

'  The  Cod  Sinaittcus  omits  naX  rl  Tlffrc.  Codices  A,  C,  and  D  are 
defective  at  the  part.     Cod,  B  and  most  other  MSS.  have  the  words. 

3  A  few  MSS.  read  "alms,"  i\ei\pjoaypy\p,  here ;  but  the  Cod,  Sin,  Vat,,  and 
all  the  older  Codices,  have  the  reading  of  the  text  which  is  adopted  by  all 
modern  editors. 

*  It  is  apparent  that  if  Justin  could  have  quoted  this  phrase  it  would  have 
suited  him  perfectly. 
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Justin. 

and  free  from  anger,  thb  is  what  be 
said:   Unto  him  striking  thy  cheek 
ofier  the  other  also  ; 
and  him  who  carrieth  off  thy  cloak  or 
thy  coat  do  not  thou  prevent. 

Bat  whosoever  shall  be  angry 
is  in  danger  of  the  fire. 


But  every  one  who  compelleth  thee 
to  go  a  mile,  follow  twain. 

And  let  your  good  works  shine 
before  men  so  that,  perceiving,  they 
may  adore  your  Father  which  is  in 
heaven. 


T^J  Hnrrwrl  <rw  tUp  <nay6ifa,  rdpex^ 
Kal  r?Jr  dXKrfif 


*0f  J*Ai»  6pyur&i,  ivox^s  icrip  els  to 

Ilarrl  6i  dyyape^inrri  <roi  fiCkioPf 
dicoXcvSi^w  8vo. 

Aa fArpdrta  8i  vfjuai^  rd  iraXd  fpy<t^ 
ifirpoffOep  rOt'  dvSpihmaVf  fra  jSX^irorref , 

Savfid^toffi    rhp   waripa   vfMW   rhv    €p 

rocf  oipawdis. 

•  •  «  » 

(.  And  regarding  our  not  swearing 
at  all,  but  ever  speaking  the  truth,  he 
thus  taught : — 


Gospel. 

thee  on  thy  right  cheek  turn  to  him 
the  other  also. 

V.  40.  And  to  him  who  would  sue 
thee  at  law  and  take  away  thy  coat, 
let  him  have  thy  cloak  also. 

V.  22.*  But  I  say  unto  you  that 
every  one  who  is  angry  with  his 
brother  shall  be  in  dianger  of  the 
judgment,  etc. 

v.  41.  And  whosoever  shall  com- 
pel thee  to  go  a  mile,  go  with  him 
twain. 

V.  16.  Even  so  let  your  light  shine 
before  men  that  they  may  see  your 
good  works  and  glorify  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven. 

Matt.  V.  39.3 

*B7Ci>  di  \4yw  v/jup  fiTJ  dyrurrijy ai  rt} 
Torrjp{-  aXX*  6<rTis  <t€  jtairUrei.  ixl^  tt^p 
dc^dtf  ffov  ffiaydpa,  ffTpeyffOP  aint}  koX 
n^p  AXXiyy 

V.  40.  Kol  T(p  OeXoprl  <roc  KpiOTJPtu 
Kol  T^  x"-''^^^  ^^^  \a§€iPf  &<f>€s  ah-fp 
Kal  t6  Ifidriop- 

V.  22.  'E^ci)  di  \4y<a  vfup  dri  irof 
6  6pyt^6fAepos  ry  ddeX^  aUrov*  ipoxot 
(ffTCU  rj  Kplffti-      /C.T.X. 

V.  41.  Kal  Utrris  tre  dyyapedffei 
fiOuop  (Pf  Ihraye  iicr^  airrov  diJo. 

V.  16.  OUrtat  Xafiyf/dna  rb  <fHas  vfiQp 
(fiTpwrOtP  tCsp  dpOfHjnnaPj  flrwf  tSwriv 
vfiQip  rd  KoXA  (pya  kox  So^oarip  rbp 
Taripa  vfiiop  t6p  €p  toTs  o^pofdis. 


Matt.  V.  34. 

But  I  say  unto  you,  Swear  not  at 


'  Clement  of  Alexandria  has  in  one  place  Xafi^f/.  <roi/  tA  (py<h  *"™d  again  rd 
dyaSd  vfiup  fpya  Xafixf/drw.     Cf.  Griesbach,  Symd.  Crii.^  ii.,  p.  250. 

'  That  part  of  Matt.  v.  22  intrudes  itself  between  parallels  found  in  v.  40 
and  41  will  not  have  been  overlooked. 

3  The  parallel  passage,  Luke  vi.  29,  is  closer  to  Justin's,  but  still  presents 
distinct  variations  :  "  Unto  him  smiting  thee  on  the  cheek  offer  the  other  also, 
and  from  him  that  carrieth  off  thy  coat  do  not  thou  withhold  {iiij  KwXvffjii)  thy 
cloak  also."  T<J  tvttovtI  ere  ivl  rrjp  ffiay&Paf  irdpcx*  'f*^  W''  dXXrjp,  Kal  diro 
Tov  atpoprds  aov  to  Ifidriop  Kal  rbp  x^^^va  /ttij  KiaXva-QS.  The  whole  context, 
however,  excludes  Luke  ;  cf.  Mayerhoff,  Einl,  petr.  Schr.y  p.  272. 

*  eUri  being  omitted  from  Cod.  Sin.  Vat.t  and  other  important  MSS.,  we  do 
not  insert  it. 
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Justin. 

Ye  may  not  swear  at  all,  but  let 
your  yea  be  yea,  and  your  nay  nay, 
for  what  is  more  than  these  (is)  of  the 
evil  one. 

d^  Xf^eir    ietf    oOrwf    irapeiccXei;<raro- 
Ml)  dfidatp-e  SXtar 
"BoTbi  6i  {ffuay  to  poX  woU'  /cat  to  oO 

OC    TO     di      TCfMXrO'OV     TOUTiaV      iK      TOU 

Tomfpw. 

•  «  •  • 

K.  For  not  those  who  merely  make 
profession,  but  those  who  do  the 
works,  as  he  said,  shall  be  saved. 
For  he  spake  thus  : 

K  I.  Not  every  one  that  saith  unto 
me.  Lord,  Lord,  shall,  etc. 

K  2.  For  whosoever  heareth  me  and 
doeth  what  I  say,  heareth  him  that 
sent  me. 


It  3.  But  many  will  say  to  me : 
Lord,  Lord,  did  we  not  eat  and  drink 
in  thy  name,  and  do  wonders  ? 


K  4.    And   then    will    I    say    unto 
them  : 
Depart  from  me,  workers  of  iniquity. 

K  5.  There  shall  he  weeping  and 
gnashing  of  teeth,  when  indeed  the 
righteous  shall  shine  as  the  sun,  but 


GOSPBL. 

all,  neither  by  heaven,  etc. 

V.  37.  But  let  your  speech  be  yea 
yea,  nay  nay,  for  what  is  more  than 
these  is  of  the  evil  one. 

Matt.  V.  34. 

'£7(1)  8i  Xeyw  v/up  fiTJ  SfUcrai  SXiar 
fii/JTc  iw  tQ  ovpapff  K.T.X. 

V.  37.  EffTta  si  6  \6yos  if^uap  red  mU, 
oO  00'  t6  di   Tcpiffffbr  to&tup  ^k   tov 

TTOPTfpOV  iffTlP, 


Matt.  vii.  21. 

Not  every  one  that  saith  unto  me, 
Lord,  Lord,  shall,  etc. 

Luke  X.  16.*  lie  hearing  you 
heareth  me,  and  he  despising  you, 
etc.,  and  he  that  despiseth  me,  de- 
spiseth  him  that  sent  me. 

Matt.  vii.  22. 

Many  will  say  to  me  in  that  day : 
Lord,  Lord,  did  we  not  prophesy  in 
thy  name  ?  and  in  thy  name  cast  out 
devils?  and  in  thy  name  do  many 
wonders  ? 

vii.  23.  And  then  will  I  confess 
unto  them  that :  <  never  knew  you  : 
Depart  from  me,  ye  that  work  iniquity. 

Matt.    xiii.    42 

and  shall  cast  them  into  the  furnace 
of  fire  :  there  .shall  be  the  weeping  and 
the  gnashing  of  teeth. 

'  This  agrees  with  a  passage  which  occurs  twice  in  the  CUmentine  Homilies. 
The  version  in  Ep.  of  James  v.  12  is  evidently  a  quotation  from  a  source 
different  from  Matthew,  and  supports  Justin.  Clement  Al.  twice  uses  a  similar 
expression,  and  Epiphanius  does  so  once,  though  probably  following  the  E[x 
of  James.  The  Apostolic  Constitutions  also  ouotes  in  similar  manner.  The 
context  of  the  CUmentint  Homilies  corresponas  with  that  of  Justin,  but  not  so 
the  others.     We  contrast  all  these  passages  below  : — 

f(T(a  hk  VfJLWP  TO  PoX  pcUf  Koi  TO  otf  06. 

fffTW       VfMUJP  TO  PoX  paLf         TO  oO  oO. 

iiTTut       vfitap  TO  pal  palf  Kal  to  oO  oC. 

eoTUf  8^  vfiwp  TO  pal  pal,  Kal  to  oO  oif. 

fffT<a       vfiQp  Tb  pal  pal,  Kal  to  oO  06. 

IJTU)      vfj.(2p  TO  pal  pal,  Kal  to  oO  o0. 

elpai  Si  TO  pal  pal,  Kal  t6  oO  ofl. 

Cf.  Matt.  X.  40,  Mark  ix.  37,  Luke  ix.  48,  which  are  still  more  remote. 
In  Matt.  vii.  24  we  find:  "Therefore  whosoever  heareth  these  sayings 
of  mine  and  doeth  them  {Kal  iroiei  airroOs),  I  will  liken  him  unto,"  etc. 
This,  however,  as  the  continuation  of  v.  21-23  quoted  above  immediately 
before  this  passage,  is  very  abrupt,  but  it  seems  to  indicate  the  existence  of 
such  a  passage  as  we  find  in  Justin's  Memoirs. 


James  v.  1 2 
Clem.  Horn.,  iii.  55 
/d.,        xix.  2 
Justin,  Apol.,  i.  16... 
Clem.  Al.,5/r^/;«.,  v.  14,  §  100 

Epiph.,  .^r.,  xix.  6      

Constit,  Ap,,  V.  12 
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Justin. 

the  wicked  are  sent  into  everlasting 
fire. 


K  6.  For  many  shall  arrive  in  my 
name,  oatwardly,  indeed,  clothed  in 
sheep's  skins,  but  inwardly  being 
ravening  wolves. 

K  7.  Ye  shall  know  them  from  their 
works. 

K  8.  And  every  tree  that  bringeth 
not  forth  good  fruit  is  hewn  down  and 
cast  into  the  fire. 

K  I.  Ovxl  Tat  6  \4yiav  fioiy   Ki^pie, 

K  a.  *0f  yhp  iKovei  /iov,  Kal  irotci  A 
\iyta,  dKW€i  toO  dwoarelXaPTds  /ic*' 


K  3.   IloXXoi  9i  ipovffl  fxoi' 

Ki/pce,  icOpLtf  06  r^  <r{)  dpSfiari  €if>d- 

aafi€P  ; 

If  4.  KalT&reipQavrdif.  *Airoxw/>«tT€ 
ciV  ifjLOv  ipydrcu  rijs  dwofilat,^ 


GosPBi« 

xiii.  43.  Then  shall  the  righteous 
shine  forth  as  the  sun  in  the  kmgdom 
of  their  Father. 

Matt.  vii.  15. 

But  beware  of  false  prophets  which 
come  to  you  in  sheep  s  clothing,  but 
inwardly  are  ravening  wolves. 

vii.  16.  Ye  shall  know  them  by 
their  fruit.  Do  men  gather  grapes 
from  thorns,  or  figs  from  thistles  ? 

vii.  19.  Every  tree  that  bringeth 
not  forth  good  fruit  is  hewn  down  and 
cast  into  the  fire. 

Matt.  vii.  21. 

Ov   ras  b  Xiyiop  fioi,  KOpie,  K6pi€, 

K.T.\. 

Luke  X.  16. 

'O  dKo6(av  vfiwv  efiou  dKo6ci,  Kal  6 
dBcTWV  u/Ltas  iiU  d0€T€i-  6  8i  ifii  ddertav 
ddtrel  rov  diro(rT€i\avTd  fjtc-* 

Matt.  vii.  22. 

IloXXoi  ipwffly  /uh  eV  ^kcIpj}  rj  iifUp^, 
Ki^/Me,  Ki^pUf  oC  Ti}  ffif  6y6fMTi  eirpo- 
^7iT€6<rafi€yf  xal  T<a  aQ  6y6f*aTi  daifA6¥M 
i^pdkQfieVf  Kal  T(fi  at^  6v6/mti  dvpdfji^is 
iroXXdt  €woii^afA€P  ; 

vii.  23.  Kal  T&re  6fM\oy^(a  avrois 
OTt   oJJeirore   eyviav  vfidr   dvcxii»f^1'r€ 


'  This  is  one  of  the  passages  quoted  by  De  Wette  (Einl.  N,  T'.,  p.  105)  as 
agreeing  except  in  a  single  word. 

'  Justin  repeats  part  of  this  passage,  omitting  **  and  doeth  what  I  say," 
in  Apol.i  i.  63 :  "As  our  Lord  himself  also  says:  He  that  heareth  me 
heareth  him  that  sent  me."  Justin,  however,  merely  quotes  the  portion  relative 
to  his  subject  He  is  arguing  that  Jesus  is  the  Word,  and  is  called  Angel  and 
Apostle,  tor  he  declares  whatever  we  require  to  know,  "  as  our  Lord  himself 
also  says,"  etc. ;  and  therefore  the  phrase  omitted  is  a  mere  suspension  of  the 
sense,  and  unnecessary. 

3  In  Dial.  76,  Justm  makes  use  of  a  similar  passage.  **  And  many  will  say 
to  me  in  that  day :  Lord,  Lord,  did  we  not  eat  and  drink  in  thy  name,  and 
prophesy  and  cast  out  devils.  And  I  will  say  to  them  Depart  firom  me."  koI- 
II oXXo2  ipwffl  fJLOi  r%  ii/Upi;^  ^Kelpig-  Kit/pu,  iri^/He,  od  r^  trip  6p6fw,Ti  i<bdyofjuew  koX 
^U>fi€w  Kal  Tpo€<frrfT€VffafA€P  koI  8atfA6pia  ^$e/3dXo/t«v  ;  KoU  4pQ  oiJroit*  Awax^pf^iTe 
dv  ifjioO,  This  is  followed  by  one  which  differs  from  our  Gospels  in  agree- 
ment with  one  in  the  dementine  Homilies^  and  by  others  varying  also  ftx)m 
our  Gospels.  Although  Justin  may  quote  these  passages  freely,  he  is  per- 
sistent in  his  departure  from  our  Synoptics,  and  the  fr^om  of  quotation  is 
towards  his  own  peculiar  source,  for  it  is  certain  that  neither  form  agrees  with 
the  Gospels. 

**  Cod.  D.  (Bezse)  reads  for  the  last  phrase  6  ^k  ^/uoO  dKo6iaPj  a/rov«  rod 
uTOirrcOMrrSt  fic  but  all  the  older  MSS.  nave  the  above.  A  very  few  obscure 
MSS.  and  some  translations  add  :  '*  He  hearing  me,  heareth  him  that  sent  me." 
Kol  6  ifiov  dKovutp,  dKov€t  rod  aToareDsMPrds  fu. 
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Justin. 


K  5.  T<^e  KkuvBijJbs  itrrcu  Kal  ppvy/ibs 
rCn'  686yT<af'  Sraw  ol  iikv  SUaioi 
XdfArputcriv  d)i  6  ijXior  ol  di  AdiKOi 
xifiTiamu  els  t6  aldnfiov  Tvp. 

K  6.  IloXXot  ykp  ij^owriv  ^irl  ry 
drdfiarl  fMv,  i^utBew  {xiv  ipMvfUvoi 
d^pfiara  T/w/Sdrow,  effuOeWf  8i  dtn-es 
\vKot  dprayer^ 

K  7.  i?/c  rwf  epywv  avrwv  €Triyp(i)<r€(T$e 
avTouf. 

if  8.  Ilor  8i  SMpov  /u-J)  votovv  xapirbr 
Ka\6if  iKK&irrcTai  Kal  els  nvp  pdXKerai, 


Gospel. 

ar  ifM>d  ol  epyai'Sfteroi  t^p  dvofilay.^ 

Matt.  xiii.  42.^ 

KcU    /SoAovcriy    avroifs     els    ripf 

Kdfupotf  Tov  Tvp6r  iKeietrrai  6  K\av6fids 
Kal  6  ppvyfios  rwf  686ifTiar. 

43.  T&re  ol  SUaxoi  iK\6,fA^owraf^  its 
6  IjXtosiv  rj  /ScurtXet^  rov  irarpos  avnaw.* 

Matt.  vii.  15. 

Upoaex^€  di  dvo  tiSp  ypevSorpo^- 
rwPy  ctrtpes  epxopreu  wpos  i/fuis  ep 
4p86fMuriv  vpopdrufp,  (cwSep  84  elirip 
Xt?«c<K  dpirayes. 

16.  'Ard  tQp  KapwQp  airrCltp  iiri- 
ypiiaea'Se  a^o6Sf  k.t.X. 

19.  Ilaf  84p8pop  fA^  voiovp  xap^rbp 
KoKbp  4KK6wT€rai  Kal  els  Tvp ^Werai.^ 


*  Justin  makes  use  of  this  passage  with  the  same  variations  fix)m  our 
Gospel  in  Dia/.  c.  TV.,  35.  IloXXoi  iXevtroprai  4tI  r<jJ  6p6fw.Tl  fiov^  i^tiSep 
^pdedvfUpoi  dipfiara  wpopdrcap,  eataOep  84  elffi  \vkoi  djnrayes.  With  only  a 
separating  ifoi,  Justin  proceeds  to  quote  a  saying  of  Jesus  not  found  in  our 
Gospels  at  all.  "  And  :  There  shall  be  schisms  and  heresies,"  Koi'  E<rorrac 
axlfffiara  koX  alp4<reis.  And  then,  with  merely  another  separating  **  And,"  he 
quotes  another  passage  similar  to  the  above,  but  differing  from  Matt.  **  And  : 
Beware  of  ftilse  prophets  who  shall  come  to  you  outwardly  clothed  in  sheep's 
skins,  but  inwardly  are  ravening  wolves,  — and  with  the  usual  separating 
**  And,"  he  ends  with  another  saying  not  found  in  our  Gospels :  "  And  : 
Many  felse  Christs  and  ftilse  Apostles  shall  arise,  and  shall  deceive  many  of  the 
faithful,  Kal'  ^Apaan/fffoprat  iroXXol  }l/ev86xpi^roi  koI  \pev8oair6aTo\oi,  Kal 
iroWoifs  tQp  Turruip  irXapi/fffownp.  Both  passages  must  have  been  in  his 
Memoirs,  and  both  differ  from  our  Gospels. 

'  The  parallel  passage,  Luke  xiii.  26,  27,  is  still  more  remote.  Origen  in 
four  places,  in  Jon.  xxxii.  7,  8,  Contra  Cels.,  ii.  49,  de  Principiis^  quotes  a 
passage  nominally  from  Matt.,  more  nearly  resemblW  Justin's  :  iroXXoi  ipowrl 
fioi  ep  ixelp'O  rj  ^M^/>9'  Kvpcf,  Kvpte,  ov  rip  dpSfiarl  (rov  ej>dyofiePy  Kal  T<p  dpdfiarl 
ffov  eirlofiePf  Kal  ry  dpSfiari  aov  Saifidpia  e^e^dXofiep,  k.t.X.  Cf.  Griesbach, 
Symb.  Crit.f  ii.,  p.  61  f.;  Origen  may  have  here  confused  the  Gospel  according 
to  the  Hebrews  with  Matthew. 

3  The  Cod,  Z>.  (Bezae)  has  Xd/i^axrii',  and  so  also  quotes  Origen«  Cf. 
Griesbach,  Symb.  CrU.^  ii.,  p.  278. 

*>  The  corresponding  passage  in  Luke  (xiii.  26-28)  much  more  closely 
follows  the  order  which  we  find  in  Justin,  but  linguistically  and  otherwise  it  is 
remote  from  his  version,  although  in  connection  of  ideas  more  similar  than  the 
passage  in  the  first  Gospel.  In  Luke,  the  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth  are 
to  be  when  the  wicked  see  the  righteous  in  heaven  whilst  they  are  excluded  ; 
whereas  in  Matt.  xiiL  42,  43,  the  weeping,  etc ,  are  merely  a  characteristic  of 
the  furnace  of  fire,  and  the  shining  forth  of  the  righteous  is  mentioned  as  a 
separate  circumstance.  Matt.  xhi.  42,  43,  has  a  different  context,  and  is 
entirely  separated  from  the  parallel  passage  in  Justin,  which  prec^les,  and 
naturally  introduces  this  quotation. 

s  This  passage  occurs  in  Matt.  iiL  10  and  Luke  iii.  9,  litendly,  as  a 
saying  of  John  the  Baptist,  so  that  in  Matt.  vii.  19  it  is  a  mere  quota- 
tion. 
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Justin. 

ApoL,  i.  17. 

X.  As  Christ  declared  saying  :  To 
whom  God  gave  more,  of  him  shall 
more  also  be  demanded  again. 


'fit  irX^oi'   edwKCv    6   0€6tf  t\€op   koI 

•  •  *  • 

Dta/.  c.  Jr.,  105. 

fjL,  Except  your  righteousness  shall 
exceed,  etc 


Gospel. 

Luke  xii.  48  (not  found  in 
Matthew). 

For  unto  whom  much  is  given, 

of  him  shall  much  be  required :  and 
to  whom  men  have  committed  much, 
of  him  they  will  demand  a  greater 
amount. 

Luke  xii.  48. 

Hfwrl  di  (}  iS607i   iroXv,    iroXd 

jyfni$ilff€Tai  wcLpairroO,  Kal  (f  irap^Serro 
Tokbf  irepiffff&repw  aln^ffowrir'  a^6v. 

Matt.  v.  20. 

For  I  say  unto  you3  that  except 
your  righteousness  shall  exceed, 
etc* 


We  have  taken  the  whole  of  Justin's  quotations  from  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  not  only  because,  adopting  so  large  a  test, 
there  can  be  no  suspicion  that  we  select  passages  for  any  special 
purpose,  but  also  because,  on  the  contrary,  amongst  these  quota- 
tions are  more  of  the  passages  claimed  as  showing  the  use  of  our 
Gospels  than  any  series  which  could  have  been  selected.  It  will 
have  been  observed  that  most  of  the  passages  follow  each  other 
in  unbroken  sequence  in  Justin,  for  with  the  exception  of  a  short 
break  between  y  and  3  the  whole  extract  down  to  the  end  of  6 
is  continuous,  as  indeed,  after  another  brief  interruption  at  the  end 
of  s  it  is  again  to  the  close  of  the  very  long  and  remarkable 
passage  k.  With  two  exceptions,  therefore,  the  whole  of  these 
quotations  from  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  occur  consecutively  in 
two  succeeding  chapters  of  Justin's  first  apology,  and  one  passage 
follows  in  the  next  chapter.  Only  a  single  passage  comes  from  a 
distant  part  of  the  dialogue  with  Trypho.  These  passages  are 
bound  together  by  clear  unity  of  idea  and  context,  and  as,  where 
there  is  a  separation  of  sentences  in  his  Gospel,  Justin  clearly 
marks  it  by  #cat,  there  is  every  reason  to  decide  that  those  quota- 
tions which  are  continuous  in  form  and  in  argument  were  likewise 
consecutive  in  the  Memoirs.       Now,  the  hypothesis  that   these 


'  Clement  of  Alexandria  (Siromatay  ii.  23,  §  146)  has  this  passage  as 
follows :  ^  irpKfiow  i86$ri,  oOrof  koX  dwatTrjS'fiiTeTai.  Cf.  Griesbach,  Symb. 
Crit.,  ii.,  p.  380.  This  version  more  nearly  approximates  to  Justin's,  though 
still  distinct  from  it. 

'  The  Codex  D,  (Beza)  reads  irKiop  diratn^outf-u^  instead  of  wtfHffa&repw 
alrijaotHnv. 

3  X^«  vfup  6ti  are  wanting  in  Justin. 

*  This  passage,  quoted  by  De  Wette,  was  referred  to  p.  219,  and  led  to 
this  examination. 
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quotations  are  from  the  canonical  Gospels  requires  the  assump- 
tion that  Justin,  with  singular  care,  collected  from  distant  and 
scattered  portions  of  those  Gospels  a  series  of  passages  in  close 
sequence  to  each  other,  forming  a  whole  unknown  to  them,  but 
complete  in  itself;  and  yet,  although  this  is  carefully  performed, 
he  at  the  same  time,  with  the  most  systematic  carelessness,  mis- 
quoted and  materially  altered  almost  every  precept  he  professes  to 
cite.  The  order  of  the  canonical  Gospels  is  as  entirely  set  at 
naught  as  their  language  is  disregarded.  As  Hilgenfeld  has 
pointed  out,  throughout  the  whole  of  this  portion  of  his  quotations 
the  undeniable  endeavour  after  accuracy,  on  the  one  hand,  is  in  the 
most  glaring  contradiction  with  the  monstrous  carelessness  on  the 
other,  if  it  be  supposed  that  our  Gospels  are  the  source  from  which 
Justin  quotes.  Nothing  is  more  improbable  than  the  conjecture 
that  he  made  use  of  the  canonical  Gospels,  and  we  must  accept 
the  conclusion  that  Justin  quotes  with  substantial  correctness  the 
expressions  in  the  order  in  which  he  found  them  in  his  peculiar 
Gospel.* 

It  is  a  most  arbitrary  proceeding  to  dissect  a  passage,  quoted  by 
Justin  as  a  consecutive  and  harmonious  whole,  and  finding 
parallels  more  or  less  approximate  to  its  various  phrases  scattered 
up  and  down  distant  parts  of  our  Gosp>els,  scarcely  one  of  which 
is  not  materially  different  from  the  reading  of  Justin,  to  assert  that 
he  is  quoting  these  Gospels  freely  from  memory,  altering,  excising, 
combining,  and  interweaving  texts,  and  introverting  their  order, 
but  nevertheless  making  use  of  them  and  not  of  others.  It  is  per- 
fectly obvious  that  such  an  assertion  is  nothing  but  the  merest 
assumption.  Our  synoptic  Gospels  themselves  condemn  it  utterly, 
for  precisely  similar  differences  of  order  and  language  exist  in  them 
and  distinguish  between  them.  Not  only  the  language  but  the 
order  of  a  quotation  must  have  its  due  weight,  and  we  have  no 
right  to  dismember  a  passage  and,  discovering  fragmentary 
parallels  in  various  parts  of  the  Gospels,  to  assert  that  it  is  com- 
piled from  them,  and  not  derived,  as  it  stands,  from  another 
source.' 

It  must  have  been  apparent  to  all  that,  throughout  his  quotations 
from  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  Justin  follows  an  order  which  is 
quite  different  from   that  in  our  synoptic  Gospels  ;  and,  as  might 

*  Cf.    Hilgenfeld,  Die  Ew.  Justin' Sy  p.    129  f. ;  Credner,  Beitrdge^  i.,  p. 

259. 

'  For  the  arguments  of  apologetic  criticism  the  reader  may  be  referred  to 
Dr.  Westcott's  work  On  the  Canon,  pp.  1 12-139.  Dr.  Westcott  does  not,  of 
course,  deny  the  fact  that  Justin's  quotations  are  different  from  the  text  of  our 
Gospels,  but  he  accounts  for  his  variations  on  grounds  which  seem  to  us  purely 
imaginary.  It  is  evident  that,  so  long  as  there  are  such  variations  to  be 
explained  away,  at  least  no  proof  of  identity  is  possible. 
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have  been  expected,  the  inference  of  a  different  source,  which  is 
naturally  suggested  by  this  variation  in  order,  is  more  than 
confirmed  by  persistent  and  continuous  variations  in  language. 
If  it  be  true  that  examples  of  confusion  of  quotation  are  to  be 
found  in  the  works  of  Clement  of  Alexandria,  Origen,  and  other 
Fathers,  it  must  at  the  same  time  be  remembered  that  these 
are  quite  exceptional,  and  we  are  scarcely  in  a  position  to  judge 
how  far  conifusion  of  memory  may  not  have  arisen  from 
reminiscences  of  other  forms  of  evangelical  expressions  occurring 
in  apocryphal  works,  with  which  we  know  the  Fathers  to  have 
been  well  acquainted.  The  most  vehement  asserter  of  the 
identity  of  the  Memoirs  with  our  Gospels,  however,  roust 
absolutely  admit  as  a  fact,  explain  it  as  he  may,  that  variation 
from  our  Gospel  readings  is  the  general  rule  in  Justin's  quotations, 
and  agreement  with  them  the  very  rare  exception.  Now,  such  a 
phenomenon  is  elsewhere  unparalleled  in  those  times,  when 
memory  was  more  cultivated  than  with  us  in  these  days  of  cheap 
printed  books ;  and  it  is  unreasonable  to  charge  Justin  with  such 
universal  want  of  memory  and  carelessness  about  matters  which 
he  held  so  sacred,  merely  to  support  a  foregone  conclusion,  when 
the  recognition  of  a  difference  of  source,  indicated  in  every 
direction,  is  so  much  more  simple,  natural,  and  justifiable.  It  is 
argued  that  Justin's  quotations  from  the  Old  Testament  likewise 
present  constant  variation  from  the  text.  This  is  true  to  a 
considerable  extent,  but  they  are  not  so  persistently  inaccurate  as 
the  quotations  we  are  examining,  supposing  them  to  be  derived 
from  our  Gospels.  This  plea,  however,  is  of  no  avail,  for  it  is 
obvious  that  the  employment  of  the  Old  Testament  is  not 
established  merely  by  inaccurate  citations;  and  it  is  quite  un- 
deniable that  the  use  of  certain  historical  documents  out  of  many 
of  closely  similar,  and  in  many  parts  probably  identical,  character 
cannot  be  proved  by  anonymous  quotations  differing  from  any- 
thing actually  in  these  documents. 

There  are  very  many  of  the  quotations  of  Justin  which  bear  . 
unmistakable  marks  of  exactness  and  verbal  accuracy,  but  which 
yet  differ  materially  from  our  Gospels,  and  most  of  his  quotations 
from  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  are  of  this  kind.  For  instance, 
Justin  introduces  the  passages  which  we  have  marked  a,  /?,  y,  with 
the  words :  "  He  (Jesusj  spoke  thus  of  Chastity  " ;'  and,  after 
giving  the  quotations,  a,  p,  and  y,  the  first  two  of  which,  although 
finding  a  parallel  in  two  consecutive  verses  (Matt.  v.  28,  29),  are 
divided  by  the  separating  koI,  and  therefore  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  united  in  his  Gospel,  Justin  continues :  "  Just  as  even  those 
who,  with  tht?  s^mction  of  human  law,  contract  a  second  marriage 


'  p.  220  f. 
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are  sinners  in  the  eye  of  our  Master,  so  also  are  those  who  look 
upon  a  woman  to  lust  after  her.  For  not  only  he  who  actually 
commits  adultery  is  rejected  by  him,  but  also  he  who  desires  to 
commit  adultery,  since  not  our  acts  alone  are  open  before  God, 
but  also  our  thoughts."*  Now,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  Justin 
here  professes  to  give  the  actual  words  of  Jesus,  and  then 
moralises  upon  them;  and  both  the  quotation  and  his  own 
subsequent  paraphrase  of  it  lose  all  their  significance  if  we  sup- 
pose that  Justin  did  not  correctly  quote  in  the  first  instance,  but 
actually  commences  by  altering  the  text.  These  passages  a,  p,  and 
y,  however,  have  all  marked  and  characteristic  variations  from  the 
Gospel  text ;  but,  as  we  have  already  shown,  there  is  no  reason 
for  asserting  that  they  are  not  accurate  verbal  quotations  from 
another  Gospel. 

The^  passage  8  is  likewise  a  professed  quotation,^  but  not  only 
does  it  differ  in  language,  but  it  presents  deliberate  transpositions 
in  order,  which  clearly  indicate  that  Justin's  source  was  not  our 
Gospels.  The  nearest  parallels  in  our  Gospels  are  found  in 
Matt.  V.  46,  followed  by  44.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  the 
next  passage  c,  which  is  introduced  as  a  distinct  quotation,  3  but 
which,  like  the  rest,  differs  materially,  linguistically  and  in  order, 
from  the  canonical  Gospels.  The  whole  of  the  passage  is  consecu- 
tive, and  excludes  the  explanation  of  a  mere  p)atchwork  of  passages 
loosely  put  together,  and  very  imperfectly  quoted  from  memory. 
Justin  states  that  Jesus  taught  that  we  should  communicate  to 
those  who  need,  and  do  nothing  for  vain  glory,  and  he  then  gives 
the  very  words  of  Jesus  in  an  unbroken  and  clearly  continuous 
discourse.  Christians  are  to  give  to  all  who  ask,  and  not  merely 
to  those  from  whom  they  hope  to  receive  again,  which  would  be 
no  new  thing — even  the  publicans  do  that ;  but  Christians  must 
do  more.  They  are  not  to  lay  up  riches  on  earth,  but  in  heaven, 
for  it  would  not  profit  a  man  to  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  his 
soul ;  therefore,  the  teacher  a  second  time  repeats  the  injunction 
,  that  Christians  should  lay  up  treasures  in  heaven.  If  the  unity  of 
thought  which  binds  this  passage  so  closely  together  were  not  suffi- 
cient to  prove  that  it  stood  in  Justin's  Gospel  in  the  form  and 
order  in  which  he  quotes  it,  the  requisite  evidence  would  be 
supplied  by  the  repetition  at  its  close  of  the  injunction :  "  Lay  up, 
therefore,  in  the  heavens,"  etc.  It  is  impossible  that  Justin  should, 
through  defect  of  memory,  quote  a  second  time  in  so  short  a 
passage  the  same  injunction  if  the  passage  were  not  thus  appro- 
priately terminated  in  his  Gospel.      The  common  sense  of  the 

»  Apol,  i.  I  J.      After  the  passages  a,  ^,  7,  and  before  the  above,  there  is 
another  quotaUon  compared  with  Matt.  xix.  12,  but  distinctly  different  from  it. 
■  P.  221.  3  p.  222. 
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reader  must  at  once  perceive  that  it  is  impossible  that  Justin,  pro- 
fessedly quoting  words  of  Jesus,  should  thus  deliberately  fabricate 
a  discourse  rounded  off  by  the  repetition  of  one  of  its  opening 
admonitions,  with  the  addition  of  an  argumentative  "  therefore." 
He  must  have  found  it  so  in  the  Gospel  from  which  he  quotes. 
Nothing  indeed  but  the  difficulty  of  explaining  the  marked 
variations  presented  by  this  passage,  on  the  supposition  that  Justin 
must  quote  from  our  Gospels,  could  lead  apologists  to  insinuate 
such  a  process  of  compilation,  or  question  the  consecutive 
character  of  this  passage.  The  nearest  parallels  to  the  dismembered 
parts  of  the  quotation,  presenting  everywhere  serious  variations, 
however,  can  only  be  found  in  the  following  passages  in  the  order 
in  which  we  cite  them: — Matt  v.  42,  Luke  vi.  34,  Matt.  vi. 
19,  20,  xvi.  26,  and  a  repetition  of  part  of  vi.  20,  with  variations. 
Moreover,  the  expression,  "What  new  thing  do  ye?"  is  quite 
peculiar  to  Justin.  We  have  already  met  with  it  in  the  preceding 
section  6.  "  If  ye  love  them  which  love  you,  what  new  thing  do 
ye  ?  for  even,"  etc  Here,  in  the  same  verse,  we  have  :  "If  ye  lend 
to  them  from  whom  ye  hope  to  receive,  what  new  thing  do  ye  ?  for 
even,"  etc.  It  is  evident,  both  from  its  repetition  and  its  distinct 
dogmatic  view  of  Christianity  as  a  new  teaching  in  contrast  to  the 
old,  that  this  variation  cannot  have  been  the  result  of  defec- 
tive memory,  but  must  have  been  the  reading  of  the 
Memoirs,  and,  in  all  probability,  it  was  the  original  form  of  the 
teaching.  Such  antithetical  treatment  is  clearly  indicated  in  many 
parts  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount :  for  instance,    Matt.  v.   21, 

"  Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said  fy  them  of  old but  / 

say  unto  you,"  etc.,  cf.  v.  33,  38,  43.  It  is  certain  that  the  whole 
of  the  quotation  c  differs  very  materially  from  our  Gospels,  and 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  not  only  was  the  passage  not 
derived  from  them,  but  that  it  was  contained  in  the  Memoirs  of 
the  Apostles  substantially  in  the  form  and  order  in  which  Justin 
quotes  it 

The  next  passage  (f)'  is  separated  from  the  preceding  merely  by 
the  usual  #cat,  and  it  moves  on  to  its  close  with  the  same  continuity 
of  thought  and  the  same  peculiarities  of  construction  which 
characterise  that  which  we  have  just  considered.  Christians  are 
to  be  kind  and  merciful  (xfw/<rTot  kqX  oiKTipfioves)  to  all  as  their 
Father  is,  who  makes  his  sun  to  shine  alike  on  the  good  and 
evil,  and  they  need  not  be  anxious  about  their  own  temporal 
necessities :  what  they  shall  eat  and  what  put  on ;  are  they  not 
better  than  the  birds  and  beasts  whom  God  feedeth  ?  Therefore, 
they  are  not  to  be  careful  about  what  they  are  to  eat  and  what 
put  on,  for  their  heavenly  Father  knows  they  have  need  of  these 


'  P.  223. 
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things ;  but  they  are  to  seek  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  all 
these  things  shall  be  added  :  for  where  the  treasure  is — the  thing 
he  seeks  and  is  careful  about — there  will  also  be  the  mind  of  the 
man.  In  fact,  the  passage  is  a  suitable  continuation  of  c,  inculca- 
ting, like  it,  abstraction  from  worldly  cares  and  thoughts  in  reliance 
on  the  heavenly  Father ;  and  the  mere  fact  that  a  separation  is 
made  where  it  is  between  the  two  passages  e  and  f  shows  further 
that  each  of  those  passages  was  complete  in  itself.  There  is 
absolutely  no  reason  for  the  separating  koI  if  these  passages  were 
a  mere  combination  of  scattered  verses.  This  quotation,  however, 
which  is  so  consecutive  in  Justin,  can  only  find  distant  parallels 
in  passages  widely  divided  throughout  the  synoptic  Gospels,  which 
have  to  be  arranged  in  the  following  order : — Luke  vi.  36,  Matt.  v. 
45,  vi.  25,  26,  31,  32,  33,  vi.  21,  the  whole  of  which  present 
striking  differences  from  Justin's  quotation.  The  repetition  of  the 
injunction  "  be  not  careful "  again  with  the  illative  "  therefore  "  is 
quite  in  the  spirit  of  €.  This  admonition,  **  Therefore,  be  not 
careful,"  etc.,  is  reiterated  no  less  than  three  times  in  the  first 
Gospel  (vi.  25,  31,  34),  and  confirms  the  characteristic  repetition 
of  Justin's  Gospel,  which  seems  to  have  held  a  middle  course 
between  Matthew  and  Luke,  the  latter  of  which  does  not  repeat 
the  phrase,  although  the  injunction  is  made  a  second  time  in  more 
direct  terms.  The  repetition  of  the  passage, "  Be  ye  kind  and 
merciful,"  etc.,  in  £>ia/,  96,  with  the  same  context  and  peculiarities, 
is  a  remarkable  confirmation  of  the  natural  conclusion  that  Justin 
quotes  the  passage  from  a  Gk)spel  different  from  ours.  The 
expression  xPW^^^  '^^^  oiKripfiov€s,  thrice  repeated  by  Justin 
himself,  and  supported  by  a  similar  duplication  in  the  Clementine 
Homilies  (iii.  57),'  cannot  possibly  be  an  accidental  departure  from 
our  Gospels.'  For  the  rest,  it  is  undeniable  that  the  whole  passage 
f  differs  materially,  both  in  order  and  language,  from  our  Gospels, 
from  which  it  cannot,  without  unwarrantable  assumption,  be  main- 
tained to  have  been  taken  either  collectively  or  in  detail,  and 
strong  internal  reasons  lead  us  to  conclude  that  it  is  quoted 
substantially  as  it  stands  from  Justin's  Gospel,  which  must  have 
been  different  from  our  Synoptics. 

In  ^,  again,  we  have  an  express  quotation  introduced  by  the 
words :  **And  regarding  our  being  patient  under  injuries  and 
ready  to  help  all,  and  free  from  anger,  this  is  what  he  said  ";  and 

*  See  p.  223,  note  4. 

'  Delitzsch  admits  the  very  striking  nature  of  this  triple  quotation,  and  of 
another  (in  our  passage  «r  3  and  4),  although  he  does  not  accept  them  as  neces- 
sarily from  a  different  source.  **Auffailigy  aber  allerdings  sehr  auffallig  sind 
nur  folgende  2  citaie  7ii'€<r^c  x/W7<»'Toi  ^.r.X."  Apol.^  i.  15;  Dial.  96,  und 
KvpiCf  Kvpi€y  K.T.X.  ApoL,  u  16 ;  DiaL  76;  Unters,  u.  d.  Entst,  d.  Afattk, 
Evang.,  1853,  p.  34. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JUSTIN  MARTYR  235 


then  he  proceeds  to  give  the  actual  words.'  At  the  close  of  the 
quotation  he  continues:  "For  we  ought  not  to  strive,  neither 
would  he  have  us  be  imitators  of  the  wicked,  but  he  has  exhorted 
us  by  patience  and  gentleness  to  lead  men  from  shame  and  the 
love  of  evil,"  etc.*  It  is  evident  that  these  observations,  which 
are  a  mere  paraphrase  of  the  text,  indicate  that  the  quotation 
itself  is  deliberate  and  precise.  Justin  professes  first  to  quote  the 
actual  teaching  of  Jesus,  and  then  makes  his  own  comments ; 
but  if  it  be  assumed  that  he  began  by  concocting  out  of  stray 
texts,  altered  to  suit  his  purpose,  a  continuous  discourse,  the 
subsequent  observations  seem  singularly  useless  and  out  of  place. 
Although  the  passage  forms  a  consecutive  and  harmonious  dis- 
course, the  nearest  parallels  in  our  Gospels  can  only  be  found  by 
uniting  parts  of  the  following  scattered  verses  : — Matt.  v.  39,  40, 
22,  41,  16.  The  Christian  who  is  struck  on  one  cheek  is  to  turn 
the  other,  and  not  to  resist  those  who  would  take  away  his  cloak 
or  coat ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  he  be  angry,  he  is  in  danger  of 
fire  J  if,  then,  he  be  compelled  to  go  one  mile,  let  him  show  his 
gentleness  by  going  two,  and  thus  let  his  good  works  shine  before 
men  that,  seeing  them,  they  may  adore  his  Father  which  is  in 
heaven.  It  is  evident  that  the  last  two  sentences,  which  find 
their  parallels  in  Matt,  by  putting  v.  16  after  41,  the  former  verse 
having  quite  a  different  context  in  the  Gospel,  must  have  so 
followed  each  other  in  Justin's  text.  His  purpose  is  to  quote  the 
teaching  of  Jesus,  "regarding  our  being  patient  under  injuries, 
and  ready  to  help  all  and  free  from  anger " ;  but  his 
quotation  of  "  Let  your  good  works  shine  before  men,"  etc.,  has 
no  direct  reference  to  his  subject,  and  it  cannot  reasonably  be 
supposed  that  Justin  would  have  selected  it  from  a  separate  part 
of  the  Gospel.  Coming  as  it  no  doubt  did  in  his  Memoirs  in  the 
order  in  which  he  quotes  it,  it  is  quite  appropriate  to  his  purpose. 
It  is  difficult,  for  instance,  to  imagine  why  Justin  further  omitted 
the  injunction  in  the  parallel  passage,  Matt  v.  39,  "that  ye 
resist  not  evil,"  when  supposed  to  quote  the  i^t  of  the  verse,  since 
his  express  object  is  to  show  that  "  we  ought  not  to  strive,"  etc. 
The  whole  quotation  presents  the  same  characteristics  as  those 
which  we  have  already  examined,  and  in  its  continuity  of  thought 
and  wide  variation  from  the  parallels  in  our  Gospels,  both  in 
order  and  language,  we  must  recognise  a  different  and  peculiar 
source. 

The  passage  i,  again,  is  professedly  a  literal  quotation,  for 
Justin  prefaces  it  with  the  words :  "  And  regarding  our  not 
swearing  at  all,  but  ever  speaking  the  truth,  he  taught  thus  " ;  and 
having  in  these  words  actually  stated  what  Jesus  did  teach,  he 

'  P.  224  f.  »  Ajkf/,,  i.  16. 
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proceeds  to  quote  his  very  words.'  In  the  quotation  there  is  a 
clear  departure  from  our  Gospel,  arising,  not  from  accidental 
failure  of  memory,  but  from  difference  of  source.  The  parallel 
passages  in  our  (jospels,  so  far  as  they  exist  at  all,  can  only  be 
found  by  taking  part  of  Matt.  v.  34  and  joining  it  to  v.  37, 
omitting  the  intermediate  verses.  The  quotation  in  the  Epistle  of 
James  v.  12,  which  is  evidently  derived  from  a  source  different 
from  Matthew,  supports  the  reading  of  Justin,  This,  with  the 
passage  twice  repeated  in  the  Clementine  Homilies  in  agreement 
with  Justin,  and,  it  may  be  added,  the  peculiar  version  found  in 
early  ecclesiastical  writings,^  all  tend  to  confirm  the  belief  that 
there  existed  a  more  ancient  form  of  the  injunction  which  Justin 
no  doubt  found  in  his  Memoirs.  .  The  precept,  terse,  simple,  and 
direct,  as  it  is  here,  is  much  more  in  accordance  with  Justin's  own 
description  of  the  teaching  of  Jesus,  as  he  evidently  found  it  in 
his  Grospel,  than  the  diffused  version  contained  in  the  first  Gospel, 

V.  33-37. 

Another  remarkable  and  characteristic  illustration  of  the 
peculiarity  of  Justin's  Memoirs  is  presented  by  the  long  passage  k, 
which  is  also  throughout  consecutive  and  bound  together  by  clear 
unity  of  though t.3  It  is  presented  with  the  context :  "For  not  those 
who  merely  make  professions,  but  those  who  do  the  works,  as  he 
(Jesus)  said,  shall  be  saved.  For  he  spake  thus."*  It  does  not, 
therefore,  seem  possible  to  indicate  more  clearly  the  deliberate 
intention  to  quote  the  exact  expressions  of  Jesus,  and  yet  not  only 
do  we  find  material  difference  from  the  kuiguage  in  the  parallel 
passages  in  our  Gospels,  but  those  parallels,  such  as  they  are,  can 
only  be  made  by  patching  together  the  following  verses  in  the 
order  in  which  we  give  them  : — Matt.  vii.  21,  Luke  x.  16,  Matt  vii.- 
22,  23,  xiii.  42,  43,  vii.  15,  part  of  16,  19.  It  will  be  remarked 
that  the  passage  (k  2),  Luke  x.  16,  is  thrust  in  between  two 
consecutive  verses  in  Matthew,  and  taken  from  a  totally  different 
context  as  the  nearest  parallel  to  k  2  of  Justin,  although  it  is 
widely  different  from  it,  omitting  altogether  the  most  important 
words :  "  and  doeth  what  I  say."  The  repetition  of  the  same 
phrase,  "He  that  heareth  me  heareth  him  that  sent  me,"  in 
ApoLy  i.  63,5  makes  it  certain  that  Justin  accurately  quotes  his 


'  P.  225  f.  =  P.  226,  note  I. 

3  Dr.  Westcott  considers  that  **the  coincidence  between  Justin  and  the 
Clementine  Gospel  illustrates  still  more  clearly  the  existence  of'^a  traditional  as 
well  as  of  an  evangelical  form  of  Christ's  words  "  {On  the  Canon^  p.  132). 
But  why  merely  a  **  traditional/'  if  by  that  he  means  oral  tradition  ?  Luke  i. 
I  shows  how  many  written  versions  there  may  have  been ;  cf.  Tischendorf, 
Wann  wurden,  u.  s.  w.,  p.  28  f.,  and  anm.  1,  p.  29. 

*  P.  226  ff.  5  See  p.  227,  note  2. 
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Gospel,  whilst  the  omission  of  the  words  in  that  place,  "  and 
doeth  what  I  say,"  evidentiy  proceeds  from  the  fact  that  they  are 
an  interruption  of  the  phrase  for  which  Justin  makes  the  quotation 
— ^namely,  to  prove  that  Jesus  is  sent  forth  to  reveal  the  Father.  It 
may  be  well  to  compare  Justin's  passage,  k  1-4,  with  one  occurring 
in  the  so-called  Second  Epistle  of  Clement  to  the  Corinthians,  iv. 
'*  Let  us  not,  therefore,  only  call  him  Lord,  for  that  will  not  save 
us.     For  he  saith  :  *  Not  every  one  that  saith  to  me.  Lord,  Lord, 

shall  be  saved,  but  he  that  worketh  righteousness.' the  Lord 

said :  *  If  ye  be  with  me  gathered  together  in  my  bosom,  and  do 
not  my  commandments,  I  will  cast  you  off  and  say  to  you : 
Depart  from  me ;  I  know  you  not  whence  you  are,  workers  of 
iniquity.' "  The  expression  kpyarai  dvo/ilas  here  strongly  recalls  the 
reading  of  Justin.  This  passage,  which  is  foreign  to  our  Gospels, 
at  least  shows  the  existence  of  others  containing  parallel  discourses 
with  distinct  variations.  Some  of  the  quotations  in  this  spurious 
Epistle  are  stated  to  be  taken  from  the  "  Gospel  according  to  the 
Egyptians,"'  which  was  in  all  probability  a  version  of  the  Gospel 
according  to  the  Hebrews.^  The  variations  which  occur  in 
Justin's  repetition,  in  DM.  76,  of  his  quotation  k  3  are  not 
important,  because  the  more  weighty  departure  from  the  Gospel 
in  the  words,  "  did  we  not  eat  and  drink  in  thy  name "  (ov  ry 
o^  6v6fMri.  €^ayo/A€v  Kal  €irio/ui€v),  is  deliberately  repeated  p  and 
if,  therefore,  there  be  freedom  of  quotation,  it  is  free  quotation 
not  from  the  canonical,  but  from  a  different  Gospel.  Origen's 
quotation*  does  not  affect  this  conclusion,  for  the  repetition  of  the 
phrase  (ov)  ry  ovofmn  a-ov  has  the  form  of  the  Gospel,  and 
besides,  which  is  much  more  important,  we  know  that  Origen  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews  and 
other  apocryphal  works  from  which  this  may  have  been  a  reminis- 
cence. We  must  add,  moreover,  that  the  passage  m  DiaL  76 
appears  in  connection  with  others  widely  differing  from  our 
Gospels.  The  passage  k  5  not  only  materially  varies  from 
the  parallel  in  Matt.  xiii.  42,  43,  in  language,  but  in  con- 
nection of  ideas.  5  Here  also,  upon  examination,  we  must 
conclude  that  Justin  quotes  from  a  source  different  from  our 
Gospels,  and,  moreover,  that  his  Gospel  gives  with  greater  cor- 
rectness the  original  form  of  the  passage.     The  weeping  and 


*  Cf.  Clemens  Al.,  Strom,,  iii.  9,  63  ;    13,  93. 

'  Compare  the  quotation,  Clem.  11  ad  Corinth,,  ii.  9,  with  the  quota- 
tions from  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews  in  Epiphanius,  ifer., 
XXX.  14. 

3  Delitzsch  admits  the  very  striking  character  of  this  repetition.  Unters, 
Entst,  McUth,  Ev,,  p.  34,  see  back,  p.  373,  note  2. 

*  Cf.  p.  228,  note  I.  5  p.  228,  cf.  note  3. 
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gnashing  of  teeth  are  distinctly  represented  as  the  consequence 
when  the  wicked  see  the  bliss  of  the  righteous  while  they  are  sent 
into  everlasting  fire,  and  not  as  the  mere  characteristics  of  hell.  It 
will  be  observed  that  the  preceding  passages,  k  3  and  4,  find 
parallels  to  a  certain  extent  in  Matt  vii.  22,  23,  although  Luke 
xiii.  26,  27,  is,  in  some  respects,  closer  to  the  reading  of 
Justin.  K  5  finds  no  continuation  of  parallel  in  Matt,  vii.,  from 
which  the  context  comes,  but  we  have  to  seek  it  in  xiii.  42,  43. 
K  5,  however,  does  find  its  continuing  parallel  in  the  next  verse, 
in  Luke  xiiL  28,  where  we  have  **  There  shall  be  (the)  weeping 
and  (the)  gnashing  of  teeth  when  ye  shall  see  Abraham,"  etc. 
There  is  here,  it  is  evident,  the  connection  of  ideas  which  is 
totally  lacking  in  Matt.  xiii.  42,  43,  where  the  verses  in  question 
occur  as  the  conclusion  to  the  exposition  of  the  Parable  of  the 
Tares.  Now,  although  it  is  manifest  that  Luke  xiii.  28  cannot 
possibly  have  been  the  source  from  which  Justin  quotes,  still  the 
opening  words  and  the  sequence  of  ideas  demonstrate  the  great 
probability  that  other  Gospels  must  have  given,  after  k  4,  a  con- 
tinuation which  is  wanting  after  Matt.  viL  23,  but  which  is 
indicated  in  the  parallel  Luke  xiii.  (26,  27)  28,  and  is  somewhat 
closely  followed  in  Matt.  xiii.  42,  43.  When  such  a  sequence  is 
found  in  an  avowed  quotation  from  Justin's  Gospel,  it  is  certain 
that  he  must  have  found  it  there  substantially  as  he  quotes  it. 
The  passage  k  6,*  "For  many  shall  arrive,"  etc.,  is  a  very 
important  one,  and  it  departs  emphatically  from  the  parallel  in 
our  first  Gospel.  Instead  of  being,  like  the  latter,  a  warning 
against  false  prophets,  it  is  merely  the  announcement  that  many 
deceivers  shall  come.  This  passage  is  rendered  more  weighty  by 
the  fact  that  Justin  repeats  it  with  little  variation  in  Dia/,  35,  and 
immediately  after  quotes  a  saying  of  Jesus  of  only  five  words 
which  is  not  found  in  our  Gospels  ;  and  then  he  repeats  a  quota- 
tion to  the  same  effect  in  the  shape  of  a  warning :  "  Beware  of 
false  prophets,"  etc.,  like  that  in  Matt.  vii.  15,  but  still  distinctly 
differing  from  it."  It  is  perfectly  clear  that  Justin  quotes  two 
separate  passages.  It  is  impossible  that  he  could  intend  to  repeat 
the  same  quotation  at  an  interval  of  only  five  words  ;  it  is  equally 
impossible  that,  having  quoted  it  in  the  one  form,  he  could  so 
immediately  quote  it  in  the  other  through  error  of  memory.  The 
simple,  and  very  natural,  conclusion  is  that  he  found  both  passages 
in  his  Grospel.  The  object  for  which  he  quotes  would  more  than 
justify  the  quotation  of  both  passages ;  the  one  referring  to  the 
many  false  Christians,  and  the  other  to  the  false  prophets  of  whom 
he  is  speaking.  That  two  passages  so  closely  related  should  be 
found  in  the  same  Gospel  is  not  in  the  least  singular.     There  are 

'  P.  228.  ''  Cf.  p.  228,  note  I. 
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numerous  instances  of  the  same  in  our  Synoptics.*  The  actual 
facts  of  the  case,  then,  are  these :  Justin  quotes  in  the  Dialogue^ 
with  the  same  marked  deviations  from  the  parallel  in  the 
Gospel,  a  passage  quoted  by  him  in  the  Apology^  and  after  an 
interval  of  only  five  words  he  quotes  a  second  passage  to  the 
same  effect,  though  with  very  palpable  difference  in  its  character, 
which  likewise  differs  from  the  Gospel,  in  company  with  other 
texts  which  still  less  find  any  parallels  in  the  canonical  Gospels. 
The  two  passages,  by  their  differences,  distinguish  each  other  as 
separate,  whilst,  by  their  agreement  in  common  variations  from 
the  parallel  in  Matthew,  they  declare  their  common  origin  from  a 
special  Gospel,  a  result  still  further  made  manifest  by  the  agree- 
ment between  the  first  passage  in  the  Dialogue  and  the  quotations 
in  the  Apology.  In  k  7*  Justin's  Gospel  substitutes  c/aywv 
for  Ka/jjTwv,  and  is  quite  in  the  spirit  of  the  passage  ^.  "  Ye 
shall  know  them  from  their  works "  is  the  natural  reading.  The 
Gospel  version  clearly  introduces  "fruit"  prematurely,  and  weakens 
the  force  of  the  contrast  which  follows.  It  will  be  observed, 
moreover,  that,  in  order  to  find  a  parallel  to  Justin's  passage  #c  7,  8, 
only  the  first  part  of  Matt.  vii.  16  is  taken,  and  the  thread  is 
only  caught  again  at  vii.  19,  k  8  being  one  of  the  two  passages 
indicated  by  de  Wette  which  we  are  considering,  and  it  agrees 
with  Matt.  vii.  19,  with  the  exception  of  the  single  word  8c.  We 
must  again  point  out,  however,  that  this  p>assage  in  Matt.  vii.  19  is 
repeated  no  less  than  three  times  in  our  Gospels,  a  second  time  in 
Matt.  iii.  10,  and  once  in  Luke  iii.  19.  Upon  two  occasions  it  is 
placed  in  the  mouth  of  John  the  Baptist,  and  forms  the  second 
portion  of  a  sentence,  the  whole  of  which  is  found  in  literal 
agreement  both  in  Matt.  iii.  10  and  Luke  iii.  9,  "  But  now  the  axe 
is  laid  unto  ihe  root  of  the  trees,  therefore  every  tree,"  etc.  The 
passage  pointed  out  by  de  Wette  as  the  parallel  to  Justin's  anony- 
mous quotation.  Matt.  vii.  19 — a  selection  which  is,  of  course, 
obligatory  from  the  context — is  itself  a  mere  quotation  by  Jesus  of 
part  of  the  saying  of  the  Baptist,  presenting,  therefore,  double 
probability  of  being  well  known ;  and  as  we  have  three  instances 
of  its  literal  reproduction  in  the  Synoptics,  it  would,  indeed,  be 
arbitrary  to  affirm  that  it  was  not  likewise  given  literally  in  other 
Gospels. 
The  passage  X3  is  very  emphatically  given  as  a  literal  quotation 

*  Cf.  Matt.  V.  29,  30,  with  xviii.  8,  9. 
xix.  30  with  XX.  16. 
xiii.  12      „  XXV.  29. 
iii.  10      ,,    vii.  19. 

XX.  16      „  xxii.  14 ;  and  viii.  12,  xiii.  42,  50,  xxii.  13,  xxiv.  51, 
and  XXV.  30,  together ;  Luke  xiv.  1 1  with  xviii.  14,  etc. 
»  P.  228.  3  p.  229. 
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of  the  words  of  Jesus,  for  Justin  cites  it  directly  to  authenticate 
his  own  statements  of  Christian  belief.  He  says  :  "  But  if  you 
disregard  us  both  when  we  entreat,  and  when  we  set  all  things 
openly  before  you,  we  shall  not  suffer  loss,  believing,  or  rather 
being  fully  persuaded,  that  everyone  will  be  puoished  by  eternal 
fire,  according  to  the  desert  of  his  deeds,  and  in  proportion  to 
the  faculties  which  he  received  from  God  will  his  account  be 
required,  as  Christ  declared  when  he  said :  *  To  whom  God  gave 
more,  of  him  shall  more  also  be  demanded  again/  "  This  quota- 
tion has  no  parallel  in  the  first  Gospel,  but  we  add  it  here  as  part 
of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  The  passage  in  Luke  xii.  48,  it 
will  be  perceived,  presents  distinct  variation  from  it,  and  that 
Gospel  cannot  for  a  moment  be  maintained  as  the  source  of 
Justin's  quotation. 

The  last  passage,  /*,'  is  one  of  those  advanced  by  de  Wette 
which  led  to  this  examination.'  It  is,  likewise,  clearly  a  quotation  ; 
but,  as  we  have  already  shown,  its  agreement  with  Matt.  v.  20  is 
no  evidence  that  it  was  actually  derived  from  that  Gospel.  Occur- 
ring, as  it  does,  as  one  of  numerous  quotations  from  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount,  whose  general  variation,  both  in  order  and  language, 
from  the  parallels  in  our  Gospel  points  to  the  inevitable  conclusion 
that  Justin  derived  them  from  a  different  source,  there  is  no  reason 
for  supposing  that  this  sentence  also  did  not  come  from  the  same 
Gospel. 

No  one  who  has  attentively  considered  the  whole  of  these 
passages  from  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  and  still  less  those  who 
are  aware  of  the  general  rule  of  variation  in  his  mass  of  quota- 
tions as  compared  with  parallels  in  our  Gospels,  can  fail  to  be 
struck  by  the  systematic  departiu-e  from  the  order  and  language  of 
the  Synoptics.  The  hypothesis  that  they  are  quotatiqps  from  our 
Gospels  involves  the  accusation  against  Justin  of  an  amount  of 
carelessness  and  negligence  which  is  quite  unparalleled  in  literature. 
Justin's  character  and  training,  however,  by  no  means  warrant  any 
such  aspersion,  3  and  there  are  no  grounds  for  it.  Indeed,  but  for 
the  attempt  arbitrarily  to  establish  the  identity  of  the  Memoirs  of 
the  ApostUs  with  our  Gospels,  such  a  charge  would  never  have 
been  thought  of.  It  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  avowed  and 
deliberate  quotations  of  sayings  of  Jesus,  made  for  the  express 
purpose  of  furnishing  authentic  written  proof  of  Justin's  state- 
ments regarding  Christianity,  can,  as  an  almost  invariable  rule,  be 
so  singularly  incorrect,  more  especially  when  it  is  considered  that 
these  quotations  occur  in  an  elaborate  apology  for  Christianity 
addressed  to  the  Roman  emperors,  and  in  a  careful  and  studied 

'  P.  229.  »  Cf.  p.  219. 

3  Cf.  Eusebius,  H.  E,,  iv.  11-18. 
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controversy  with  a  Jew  in  defence  of  the  new  faith.  The  simple 
and  natural  conclusion,  supported  by  many  strong  reasons,  is  that 
Justin  derived  his  quotations  from  a  Cjospel  which  was  different 
from  ours,  although  naturally,  by  subject  and  design,  it  must  have 
been  related  to  them.  His  Gospel,  in  fact,  differs  from  our 
Synoptics  as  they  differ  from  each  other. 

We  now  return  to  Tischendorfs  statements  with  regard  to 
Justin's  acquaintance  with  our  Gospels.  Having  examined  the 
supposed  references  to  the  first  Gospel,  we  find  that  Tischendorf 
speaks  much  less  positively  with  regard  to  his  knowledge  of  the 
other  two  Synoptics.  He  says:  "There  is  the  greatest  proba- 
bility that  in  several  passages  he  also  follows  Mark  and  Luke."* 
First  taking  Mark,  we  find  that  the  only  example  which  Tischendorf 
gives  is  the  following.  He  says:  "Twice  {Dial,  76  and  100)  he 
quotes  as  an  expression  of  the  Lord :  *  The  Son  of  Man  must 
suffer  many  things,  and  be  rejected  by  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees 
(ch.  100,  by  the  *  Pharisees  and  Scribes '),  and  be  crucified,  and 
the  third  day  rise  again.'*  This  agrees  better  with  Mark  viii.  31 
and  Luke  ix.  22  than  with  Matt.  xvi.  21,  only  in  Justin  the 
*  Pharisees '  are  put  instead  of  the  *  Elders  and  Chief  Priests '  (so 
Matthew,  Mark,  and  Luke),  likewise  *  be  crucified  '  instead  of  *  be 
killed.'  "3  This  is  the  only  instance  of  similarity  with  Mark  that 
Tischendorf  can  produce,  and  we  have  given  his  own  remarks  to 
show  how  weak  his  case  is.  The  passage  in  Mark  viii.  31 
reads:  "And  he  began  to  teach  them  that  the  Son  of  Man 
must  suffer  many  things,  and  be  rejected  by  the  Elders  and 
the  Chief  Priests  {rnrh  toJv  irpecr^vrkpinv  koX  twv  apx^-^P^^^)  and  the 
Scribes,  and  be  killed  (*cat  airoKrav^vai),  and  after  three  days 
{koX  fiera  Tp€ts  rj/Mpas)  rise  again."  And  the  following  is  the 
reading  of  Luke  ix.  22  :  "  Saying  that  the  Son  of  man  must  suffer 
many  things,  and  be  rejected  by  the  Elders  and  Chief  Priests 
(dirh  Twv  7rp€(rl3vT€p<ov  koI  ap^up^iav)  and  Scribes,  and  be  killed 
{koX  airo/crav^vat),  and  the  third  day  rise  again."  It  will  be 
perceived  that,  different  as  it  also  is,  the  passage  in  Luke  is  nearer 
than  that  of  Mark,  which  cannot  in  any  case  have  been  the  source 
of  Justin's  quotation.  Tischendorf,  however,  does  not  point  out 
that  Justin,  elsewhere,  a  third  time  refers  to  this  very  passage  in 

the  very  same  terms.     He  says:  "And  Christ having  come 

and  himself  also  preached,  saying that  he   must  suffer 

many  things  from  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  and  be  crucified,  and 


*   IVann  Wurdetty  u,s,w.f  p.  28. 

'  Act  rdp  vidf  tw  ijfOpio-wov  voWk  vaOeu^,  xai  dvoSoKificurOrpfou.  vjrb  tup 
rp€L/ifiaT4(av  Kai  ^apuralwp,  Kcd  crravpcjOrfpai,  koI  rj  Tplry  i^fUpq.  dvoffrfjwai. 
Dial.  76  (c.  100,  ^ofM/rudtav  koX  TpafifMriufp). 

3  IVann  wurden,  u,  s.  w.,  p.  28,  anm.  i. 
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the  third  day  rise  again."*  Although  this  omits  the  words  "  and 
be  rejected,"  it  gives  the  whole  of  the  passage  literally  as  before. 
And  thus  there  is  the  very  remarkable  testimony  of  a  quotation 
three  times  repeated,  with  the  same  marked  variations  from  our 
Gospels,  to  show  that  Justin  found  those  very  words  in  his 
Memoirs.  The  persistent  variation  clearly  indicates  a  different 
source  from  our  Synoptics.  We  may,  in  reference  to  this  reading, 
compare  Luke  xxiv.  6  :  "He  is  not  here,  but  is  risen :  remember 
how  he  spake  unto  you  when  he  was  yet  in  Galilee  (v.  7),  saying 
that  the  Son  of  Man  must  be  delivered  up  into  the  hands  of  sinful 
men,  and  be  crucified^  and  the  third  day  rise  again."  This  reference 
to  words  of  Jesus,  in  which  the  words  koX  aravfHoOijvat  occurred, 
as  in  Justin,  indicates  that,  although  our  Gospels  do  not  contain 
it,  some  others  may  well  have  done  so.  In  one  place  Justin 
introduces  the  saying  with  the  following  words  :  "  For  he  exclaimed 
before  the  crucifixion,  the  Son  of  Man,"  etc.,^  both  indicating  a 
time  for  the  discourse  and  also  quoting  a  distinct  and  definite 
saying  in  contradistinction  to  this  report  of  the  matter  of  his 
teaching,  which  is  the  form  in  which  the  parallel  passage  occurs 
in  the  Gospels.  In  Justin's  Memoirs  it  no  doubt  existed  as  an 
actual  discourse  of  Jesus,  which  he  verbally  and  accurately  quoted. 
With  regard  to  the  third  Gospel,  Tischendorf  says  :  "  It  is  in 
reference  to  Luke  (xxii.  44)  that  Justin  recalls  in  the  Dialogue 
(103)  the  falling  drops  of  the  sweat  of  agony  on  the  Mount  of 
Olives,  and  certainly  with  an  express  appeal  to  the  'Memoirs 
composed  by  his  Apostles  and  their  followers.'  "3  Now  we  have 
already  seen*  that  Justin,  in  the  passage  referred  to,  does  not 
make  use  of  the  peculiar  expression  which  gives  the  whole  of  its 
character  to  the  account  in  Luke,  and  that  there  is  no  ground  for 
affirming  that  Justin  derived  his  information  from  that  Gospel. 
The  only  other  reference  to  passages  proving  the  "  probability  "  of 
Justin's  use  of  Luke  or  Mark  is  that  which  we  have  just  discussed 
— "The  Son  of  Man  must,"  etc.  From  this  the  character  of 
Tischendorf  s  assumptions  may  be  inferred.  De  Wette  does  not 
advance  any  instances  of  verbal  agreement  either  with  Marl^  or 
Luke.  5  He  says,  moreover :  "  The  historical  references  are  much 
freer  still  (than  quotations),  and  combine  in  part  the  accounts  of 
Matthew  and  Luke ;  some  of  the  kind,  however,  are  not  found  at 

'  6ti  dec  atirby  toXXA  xoBttw  dxb  twp  Tpafifuvritaw  koX  ^opc^cUwr,  Koi  ffravpct' 
Oijpou,  Kal  tJ  Tplrg  iifiiftq.  dvnarijiwcu.     Dud,  51.  '  Dial,  76. 

3  Wann  wttrden^  u,  s,  tv.,  p.  28,  anm.  I.  *  P.  208  f. 

s  We  may  point  out,  however,  that  he  says :  "  Andere  wSrtliche  Ueber- 
einstimmungen  kommen  mitten  unter  Abweichungen  vor^  wie  Apol.y  ii.,  p.  75, 
vgl.  Matt.  i.  21,  wo  Luc.  i.  35,  damit  cambinirt  ist."  Einl,,  N,  T„  p.  105  ; 
but  a  single  phrase  combined  with  a  passage  very  like  one  in  a  different  Gospel 
is  a  very  poor  argument. 
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all  in  our  canonical  Gospels."'    This  we  have  already  sufficiently 
demonstrated. 

We  might  now  well  terminate  the  examination  of  Justin's 
quotations,  which  has  already  taken  up  too  much  of  our  space ; 
but  before  doing  so  it  may  be  very  advisable  briefly  to  refer  to 
another  point  In  his  work,  On  the  Cation^  Dr.  Westcott  adopts 
a  somewhat  singular  course.  He  evidently  feels  the  very  great 
difficulty  in  which  any  one  who  asserts  the  identity  of  the  source 
of  Justin's  quotations  with  our  Gospels  is  placed  by  the  fact  that, 
as  a  rule,  these  quotations  differ  from  parallel  passages  in  our 
Gospels;  and  whilst  on  the  one  hand  maintaining  that  the 
quotations  generally  are  from  the  canonical  Gospels,  he  on  the 
other  endeavours  to  reduce  the  number  of  those  which  profess 
to  be  quotations  at  all.  He  says:  "To  examine  in  detail  the 
whole  of  Justin's  quotations  would  be  tedious  and  unnecessary. 
It  will  be  enough  to  examine  (i)  those  which  are  alleged  by  him 
as  quotations,  and  (2)  those  also  which,  though  anonymous,  are 
yet  found  repeated  with  the  same  variations  either  in  Justin's 
own  writings  or  (3)  in  heretical  works.  It  is  evidently  on*  these 
quotations  that  the  decision  hangs."'  Now  under  the  first 
category  Dr.  Westcott  finds  very  few.  He  says :  In  seven 
passages  only,  as  far  as  I  can  discover,  does  Justin  profess  to 
give  the  exact  words  recorded  in  the  Memoirs ;  and  in  these,  if 
there  be  no  reason  to  the  contrary,  it  is  natural  to  expect  that 
he  will  preserve  the  exact  language  of  the  Gospels  which  he  used, 
just  as  in  anonymous  quotations  we  may  conclude  that  he  is 
trusting  to  memory."^  Before  proceeding  further,  we  may  point 
out  the  straits  to  which  an  apologist  is  reduced  who  starts  with 
a  foregone  conclusion.  We  have  already  seen  a  number  of 
Justin's  professed  quotations ;  but  here,  after  reducing  the 
number  to  seven  only,  our  critic  prepares  a  way  of  escape 
even  out  of  these.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  what  "  reason 
to  the  contrary"  can  possibly  justify  a  man  "who  professes 
to  give  the  exact  words  recorded  in  the  Memoirs"  for  not 
doing  what  he  professes ;  and,  further,  it  passes  our  compre- 
hension to  understand  why,  in  anonymous  quotations,  "we 
may  conclude  that  he  is  trusting  to  memory."  The  cautious 
exception  is  as  untenable  as  the  gratuitous  assumption.  Dr. 
Westcott  continues,  as  follows,  the  passage  which  we  have  just 
interrupted :  "  The  result  of  a  first  view  of  the  passages  is  striking. 
Of  the  seven,  five  agree  verbally  with  the  text  of  St.  Matthew  or 
St.  Luke,  exhibiting  indeed  three  slight  various  readings  not 
elsewhere  founds  but  such  as  are  easily  explicable ;  the  sixth  is  a 
compound  summary  of  words  related  by  St.  Matthew  ;  the  seventh 

'  Einl.f  N.  7:,  p.  III.  ^  Ontke  Canon,  p.  iia  f.  3  lb.,  114. 
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dXont  presents  an  important  variation  in  the  text  of  a  verse,  which  is, 
however,  otherwise  very  uncertain."'  The  italics  of  course  are  ours. 
The  "  first  view "  of  the  passages  and  of  the  above  statement  is 
indeed  striking.  It  is  remarkable  how  easily  difficulties  are 
overcome  under  such  an  apologetic  system.  The  striking  result, 
to  summarise  Dr.  Westcott's  own  words,  is  this :  out  of  seven 
professed  quotations  from  the  Memoirs,  in  which  he  admits  we 
may  expect  to  find  the  exact  language  preserved,  five  present 
three  variations ;  one  is  a  compressed  summary,  and  does  not  agree 
verbally  at  all ;  and  the  seventh  presents  an  important  variation. 
Dr.  Westcott,  on  the  same  easy  system,  continues :  "  Our  inquiry 
is  thus  confined  to  the  two  last  instances,  and  it  must  be  seen 
whether  their  disagreement  from  the  synoptic  Gospel  is  such  as  to 
outweigh  the  agreement  of  the  remaining  five."'  Before  proceeding 
to  consider  these  seven  passages  admitted  by  Dr.  Westcott,  we 
must  point  out  that,  in  a  note  to  the  statement  of  the  number,  he 
mentions  that  he  excludes  other  two  passages  as  "not  merely 
quotations  of  words,  but  concise  narratives. "3  But  surely  this  is 
a  most  extraordinary  reason  for  omitting  them,  and  one  the 
validity  of  which  cannot  be  admitted.  As  Justin  introduces 
them  deliberately  as  quotations,  why  should  they  be  excluded 
simply  because  they  are  combined  with  a  historical  statement? 
We  shall  produce  them.  The  first  is  in  ApoL,  i.  66  :  "  For  the 
Apostles,  in  the  Memoirs  composed  by  them  which  are  called 
Gospels,*  handed  down  that  it  was  thus  enjoined  on  them  that 
Jesus,  having  taken  bread  and  given  thanks,  said :  *  This  do  in 
remembrance  of  me.  This  is  my  body.*  And  similarly,  having 
taken  the  cup  and  given  thanks,  he  said  :  *  This  is  my  blood,'  and 
delivered  it  to  them  alone. "s  This  passage,  it  will  be  remembered, 
occurs  in  an  elaborate  apology  for  Christianity  addressed  to  the 
Roman  emperors,  and  Justin  is  giving  an  account  of  the  most 
solemn  sacrament  of  his  religion.  Here,  if  ever,  we  might 
reasonably  expect  accuracy  and  care ;  and  Justin,  in  fact,  carefully 
indicates  the  source  of  the  quotation  he  is  going  to  make.  It  is 
difficult  to  understand  any  ground  upon  which  so  direct  a  quota- 
tion from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles  could  be  set  aside  by  Dr. 
Westcott.  Justin  distinctly  states  that  the  Apostles  in  these 
Memoirs  have  "thus"  (ovtcds)  transmitted  what  was  enjoined 
on  us  by  Jesus,  and  then  gives  the  precise  quotation.  Had  the 
quotation  agreed  with  our  Gospels,  would  it  not  have  been  claimed 
as  a  professedly  accurate  quotation  from  them  ?  Surely  no  one 
can  reasonably  pretend,  for  instance,  that  when  Justin,  after  this 
preamble,  states  that,  having  taken  bread,  etc.,  Jesus  said :  "  This 

»  On  the  Canon,  p.  113  f.  *  lb,,  p.  114.  3  lb,,  p.  113,  note  i. 

*  We  have  already  discussed  these  words,  p.  185  f.  s  ApoL,  i.  66. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JUSTIN  MARTYR  24$ 


do  in  remembrance  of  me :  this  is  my  body ";  or,  having  taken 
the  cup,  etc.,  ^  said:  "This  is  my  blood" — Justin  does  not 
deliberately  mean  to  quote  what  Jesus  actually  did  say  ?  Now,  the 
account  of  the  episode  in  Luke  is  as  follows  (xxii.  17):  "  And  he 
took  a  cup,  gave  thanks,  and  said :  "  Take  this  and  divide  it 
among  yourselves.  18.  For  I  say  unto  you,  I  will  not  drink  of 
the  fruit  of  the  vine  until  the  Kingdom  of  God  shall  come.  19. 
And  he  took  bread,  gave  thanks,  brake  it,  and  gave  it  unto  them, 
saying :  This  is  my  body  which  is  given  for  you :  this  do  in 
remembrance  of  me.  20.  And  in  like  manner  the  cup  after 
supper,  saying :  This  is  the  new  covenant  in  my  blood,  which  is 
shed  for  you."'  Dr.  Westcott,  of  course,  only  compares  this 
passage  of  Justin  with  Luke,  to  which,  and  the  parallel  in 
I  Cor.  xi.  24,  wide  as  the  difference  is,  it  is  closer  than  to  the 
accounts  in  the  other  two  Gospels.  That  Justin  professedly 
quoted  literally  from  the  Memoirs  is  evident,  and  is  rendered 
still  more  clear  by  the  serious  context  with  which  the  quota- 
tion is  introduced,  the  intention  being  to  authenticate  his 
explanations  by  actual  written  testimony.  His  dogmatic 
views,  moreover,  are  distinctly  drawn  from  a  Gospel,  which, 
in  a  more  direct  way  than  our  Synoptics  do,  gave  the 
expressions :  "  This  is  my  body,"  and  "  This  is  my  blood,"  and 
it  must  have  been  observed  that  Luke,  with  which  Justin's 
reading  alone  is  compared,  not  only  has  not :  Tor»T  «rrt  rb  aX\iA 
/lov,  at  all,  but  makes  use  of  a  totally  different  expression : 
"This  cup  is  the  new  covenant  in  my  blood,  which  is  shed  for 
you." 

The  second  quotation  from  the  Memoirs  which  Dr.  Westcott 
passes  over  is  that  in  Dia/.  103,  compared  with  Luke  xxii.  42,  43,* 
on  the  Agony  in  the  Garden,  which  we  have  already  examined^ 
and  found  at  variance  with  our  Gospel,  and  without  the  peculiar 
and  distinctive  expressions  of  the  latter. 

We  now  come  to  the  seven  passages  which  Dr.  Westcott  admits 
to  be  professed  quotations  from  the  Memoirs,  and  in  which  "  it 
is  natural  to  expect  that  he  will  preserve  the  exact  words  of  the 
Gospels  which  he  used."  The  first  of  these  is  a  passage  in  the 
Dialogue^  part  of  which  has  already  been  discussed  in  connection 
with  the  fire  in  Jordan  and  the  voice  at  the  Baptism,  and  found  to 
be  from  a  source  different  from  our  Synoptics.*  Justin  says:  "For 
even  he,  the  devil,  at  the  time  when  he  also  (Jesus)  went  up  from 
the  river  Jordan  when  the  voice  said  to  Him  :  *  Thou  art  my  Son, 
this  day  have  I  begotten  thee,'  is  recorded  in  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Aposiks  to  have  come  to  him  and  tempted  him  even  so  far  as 

'  Luke  xxii.  17-20 ;  cf^  Matt  xxvi.  26  ff.  ;  Mark  xiv.  22  ff. 

^  On  the  Canon,  p.  1 13,  note  I.  3  p.  208  f.  *  P.  200  ff. 
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saying  to  him :  *  Worship  me ' ;  and  Christ  answered  him  {kol 
dtroKpivacrdai  avry  rhv  Xpttrrbv),  *  Get  thee  behind  me, 
Satan'  (''Y7ray€  oiruroi  fiov,  Sarava*),  * thou  shalt  worship 
the  Lord  thy  God,  and  Him  only  shalt  thou  serve.'"'  This 
passage  is  compared  with  the  account  of  the  temptation  in 
Matt.  iv.  9,  lo  :  "  And  he  said  unto  him,  All  these  things  will  I 
give  thee,  if  thou  will  fall  down  and  worship  me.  lo.  Then  saith 
Jesus  unto  him  (tot€  Aiyc*  avT<^  6  'Ii/o-oOs),  Get  thee  hence, 
Satan  ("YTrayc  Sarava*) :  if  is  written^  Thou  shalt  worship," 
etc.  All  the  oldest  Codices^  it  should  be  stated,  omit  the  <Mr«ra> 
fiov,  as  we  have  done,  but  Cod,  D.  (Bezae)  and  a  few  others  of 
infirm  authority  insert  these  two  words.  Dr.  Westcott,  however, 
justly  admits  them  to  be  "  probably  only  a  very  early  interpola- 
tion."* We  have  no  reason  for  supposing  that  they  existed 
in  Matthew  during  Justin's  time.  The  oldest  Codices  omit  the 
whole  phrase  from  the  parallel  passage,  Luke  iv.  8,  but  Cod,  A. 
is  an  exception,  and  reads :  "YTraye  oirara)  ^lov,  Sarava.  The 
best  modern  editions,  however,  reject  this  as  a  mere  recent 
addition  to  Luke.  A  comparison  of  the  first  and  third  Gospels 
with  Justin  clearly  shows  that  the  Gospel  which  he  used  followed 
the  former  more  closely  than  Luke.  Matthew  makes  the  climax  of 
the  temptation  the  view  of  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  the 
offer  to  give  them  to  Jesus  if  he  will  fall  down  and  worship  Satan. 
Luke,  on  the  contrary,  makes  the  final  temptation  the  suggestion 
to  throw  himself  down  from  the  pinnacle  of  the  temple.  Justin's 
Gospel,  as  the  words,  "  so  far  as  saying  to  him  "  (ft^xP*  ''"^^  diffiv 
avry),  etc.,  clearly  indicate,  had  the  same  climax  as  Matthew. 
Now,  the  following  points  must  be  observed.  Justin  makes  the 
wordis  of  Satan,  "  Worship  me  "  (n/joo-KVKjyfrov  /not),  a  distinct 
quotation ;  the  Gospel  makes  Satan  offer  all  that  he  had  shown 
"  if  thou  wilt  fall  down  and  worship  me  "  (cotv  xco-wv  7r/xxr#cvi^<rj;s 
/iAoi).  Then  Justin's  quotation  proceeds :  "  And  Christ  answered 
him "  (koX  aTroKptvcurdai  avT<j)  t^v  Xpurrhv) ;  whilst  Matthew 
has  :  "  Then  Jesus  saith  to  him "  (tot€  Aiyct  avry  6  'Irp-ovs^ 
which  is  a  marked  variation.  3  The  oTrto-w  fiov  of  Justin, 
as  we  have  already  said,  is  not  found  in  any  of  the  older 
Codices  of  Matthew.  Then  the  words,  "  it  is  written,"  which  form 
part  of  the  reply  of  Jesus  in  our  Gospels,  are  omitted  in  Justin's ; 
but  we  must  add  that  in  Dial,  125,  in  again  referring  to  the 
temptation,  he  has,  "it  is  written."  Still,  in  that  passage  he 
also  inserts  the  whole  phrase,  "  Get  thee  behind  me,  Satan,"  and 
commences  :  **For  he  answered  him  :  It  is  written.  Thou  shalt 
worship,"  etc. 

'  Dia/.  103.  ^  On  the  Canon,  p.  113,  note  2,  i. 

3  Luke  iv.  12  reads,  koX  droKpiOelt  aint}  etxep  6  'I^^oOf. 
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We  must,  however,  again  point  out  the  most  important  fact  that 
this  account  of  the  temptation  is  directly  connected  with  another 
which  is  foreign  to  our  Gospels.  The  Devil  is  said  to  come  at  the 
time  Jesus  went  up  out  of  the  Jordan  and  the  voice  said  to  him  : 
"  Thou  art  my  son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee  " — words  which 
do  not  occur  at  all  in  our  Gospels,  and  which  are  again  bound  up 
with  the  incident  of  the  fire  in  Jordan.  It  is  altogether  unreason- 
able to  assert  that  Justin  could  have  referred  the  fact  which  he 
proceeds  to  quote  from  the  Memoirs  to  the  time  those  words 
were  uttered,  if  they  were  not  to  be  found  in  the  same  Memoirs. 
The  one  incident  was  most  certainly  not  derived  frpm  our  Gospels, 
inasmuch  as  they  do  not  contain  it,  and  there  are  the  very  strongest 
reasons  for  asserting  that  Justin  derived  the  account  of  the  temp- 
tation from  a  source  which  contained  the  other.  Under  these 
circumstances  every  variation  is  an  indication,  and  those  which 
we  have  pointed  out  are  not  accidental,  but  clearly  exclude  the 
assertion  that  the  quotation  is  from  our  Gospels. 

The  second  of  the  seven  passages  of  Dr.  Westcott  is  one  of 
those  from  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  DiaL  105,  compared  with 
Matt.  V.  20,  adduced  by  de  Welte,  which  we  have  already  con- 
sidered.* With  the  exception  of  the  opening  words,  Aiyw  yap 
I'/itK  ^i^  the  two  sentences  agree,  but  this  is  no  proof  that  Justin 
derived  the  passage  from  Matthew ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  -the 
persistent  variation  of  the  rest  of  his  quotations  from  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount,  both  in  order  and  language,  forces  upon  us  the 
conviction  that  he  derived  the  whole  from  a  source  different  from 
our  Gospels. 

The  third  passage  of  Dr.  Westcott  is  that  regarding  the  sign  of 
Jonas  the  prophet.  Matt.  xii.  39,  compared  with  Dial,  107,  which 
was  the  second  instance  adduced  by  Tischendorf.  We  have 
already  examined  it,'  and  found  that  it  presents  distinct  variations 
from  our  first  Synoptic,  both  linguistically  and  otherwise,  and  that 
many  reasons  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  quoted  from  a 
Gospel  different  from  ours. 

•  The  fourth  of  Dr.  Westcott* s  quotations  is  the  following,  to  part 
of  which  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  refer  :3  "  For  which 
reason  our  Christ  declared  on  earth  to  those  who  asserted  that 
Elias  must  come  before  Christ :  Elias  indeed  shall  come  ('HXtas 
[ikv  cXcixrerai),  and  shall  restore  all  things :  but  I  say  unto  you 
that  Elias  is  come  already,  and  they  knew  him  not,  but  did  unto 
him  (avr^)  whatsoever  they  listed.  And  it  is  written  that  then 
the  disciples  understood  that  he  spoke  to  them  of  John  the 
Baptist."*  The  "  express  quotation "  in  this  passage,  which  is 
compared  with  Matt.  xvii.  11 -13,  is  limited  by  Dr.  Westcott  to 

*  Cf.  pp.  219,  240  f.  »  P.  217  f.  3  P.  200.  »  DiaL  49. 
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the  last  short  sentence'  corresponding  with  Matt.  xvii.  13,  and  he 
points  out  that  Credner  admits  that  it  must  have  been  taJcen  from 
Matthew.  It  is  quite  true  that  Credner  considers  that  if  any 
passage  of  Justin's  quotations  proves  a  necessary  connection 
between  Justin's  Gospels  and  the  Gospel  according  to  Matthew,  it 
is  this  sentence  :  "  Ajid  it  is  written  that  then  the  disciples,"  etc. 
He  explains  his  reason  for  this  opinion  as  follows :  "  These  words 
can  only  be  derived  from  our  Matthew,  with  which  they  literally 
agree ;  for  it  is  thoroughly  improbable  that  a  remark  of  so  special 
a  description  could  have  been  made  by  two  different  and  inde- 
pendent individuals  so  completely  in  the  same  way."'  We  totally 
differ  from  this  argument,  which  is  singularly  opposed  to  Credner's 
usual  clear  and  thoughtful  mode  of  reasoning.  No  doubt,  if  such 
Gospels  could  be  considered  to  be  absolutely  distinct  and  inde- 
pendent works,  deriving  all  their  matter  from  individual  and 
separate  observation  of  the  occurrences  narrated  by  their  authors 
and  personal  report  of  the  discourses  given,  there  might  be  greater 
force  in  the  argument,  although  even  in  that  case  it  would  have 
been  far  from  conclusive  here,  inasmuch  as  the  observation  we 
are  considering  is  the  mere  simple  statement  of  a  fact  necessary  to 
complete  the  episode,  and  it  might  well  have  been  made  in  the 
same  terms  by  separate  reporters.  Now,  such  an  expression  as 
Matt.  xvii.  13  in  some  early  record  of  the  discourse  might  have 
been  transferred  to  a  dozen  of  other  Christian  writings.  Ewald 
assigns  the  passage  to  the  oldest  Gospel,  Matthew,  in  its  present 
form,  being  fifth  in  descent.  3 

Our  three  canonical  Gospels  are  filled  with  instances  in  which 
expressions  still  more  individual  are  repeated,  and  these  show  that 
such  phrases  cannot  be  limited  to  one  Gospel ;  but,  if  confined  in 
the  first  instance  to  one  original  source,  may  have  been  transferred 
to  many  subsequent  evangelical  works.     Take,  for  instance,  a 

passage  in  Matt.  vii.  28,  29:  " the  multitudes  were  astonished 

at  his  teaching :  for  he  taught  them  as  having  authority,  and  not 
as  their  scribes."*  Mark  i.  22  has  the  very  same  passage,5  with 
the  mere  omission  of  "the  multitude"  (oa  oxA-ot),  which  does 
not  in  the  least  affect  the  argument ;  and  Luke  iv.  32 :  "And  they 
were  astonished  at  his   teaching:    for   his   word  was   power. "^ 

»  On  the  Canon f  p.  114,  note  4.  "  Credner,  BeUrdge^  i.,  p.  237. 

3  Die  drei  ersten  Evangelien,  p.  34,  cf.  p.  i  \Jahrb.  bibl.  IViss.,  1849,  p. 
190  ff. 

* €^€ir\'ffinrwTO  ol  6x^01  ixl  t^  ^^^clXV  o.(fTov'  ^v  yiip  SiSdffKvr  avrods  wr 

i^ovaiap  exwv,  Ka\  ovx  tJ't  ol  ypofifiarth  avrtav.     Matt.  vii.  28,  29. 

5  The  final  wrQr  is  omitted  from  the  end  of  the  passage  in  Matthew  in 
many  MSS.,  and  added  by  others  in  Mark. 

*  Kal  i^X-ffffffovTo  M  rj  dtdax^  aJroO,  6ti  ey  e^vaiq,  ^v  6  \6yoi  aJroD. 
Luke  iv.  32. 
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Although  the  author  of  the  third  Gospel  somewhat  alters  the 
language,  it  is  clear  that  he  follows  the  same  original,  and  retains 
it  in  the  same  context  as  the  second  Gospel.  Now  the  occurrence 
of  such  a  passage  as  this  in  one  of  the  Fathers,  if  either  the  first 
or  second  Gospels  were  lost,  would,  on  Credner's  grounds,  be 
attributed  undoubtedly  to  the  survivor,  although  in  reality  derived 
from  the  Gospel  no  longer  extant,  which  likewise  contained  it. 
Another  example  may  be  pointed  out  in  Matt.  xiii.  34 :  "All  these 
things  spake  Jesus  unto  the  multitudes  in  parables ;  and  without 
a  parable  spake  he  not  unto  them^^  compared  with  Mark  iv.  33,  34, 

"And  with  many  such  parables  spake  he  the  word  unto  them 

and  without  a  parable  spake  he  not  unto  them."  The  part  of  this 
very  individual  remark  which  we  have  italicised  is  literally  the 
same  in  both  Gospels,  as  a  personal  comment  at  the  end  of  the 
parable  of  the  grain  of  mustard  seed.  Then,  for  instance,  in  the 
account  of  the  sleep  of  the  three  disciples  during  the  Agony  in 
the  Garden  (Matt.  xxvi.  43,  Mark  xiv.  40),  the  expression,  "and  he 
found  them  asleep,  for  their  eyes  were  heavy ^^  which  is  equally 
individual,  is  literally  the  same  in  the  first  two  Gospels.  Another 
special  remark  of  a  similar  kind  r^arding  the  rich  young  man, 
"  He  went  away  sorrowful,  for  he  had  great  possessions,"  is  found 
both  in  Matt  xix.  22  and  Mark  x.  22.  Such  examples'  might  be 
multiplied,  and  they  show  that  the  occurrence  of  passages  of  the 
most  individual  character  cannot,  in  Justin's  time,  be  limited  to 
any  single  Gospel. 

Now,  the  verse  we  are  discussing.  Matt.  xvii.  13,  in  all  proba- 
bility, as  Ewald  supposes,  occurred  in  one  or  more  of  the  older 
forms  of  the  Gospel  from  which  our  Synoptics,  and  many  other 
similar  works,  derived  their  matter,  and  nothing  is  more  likely 
than  that  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,  which  in  many 
respects  was  nearly  related  to  Matthew,  may  have  contained  it.  At 
any  rate,  we  have  shown  that  such  sayings  cannot,  however  appa- 
rently individual,  be  considered  evidence  of  the  use  of  a  particular 
Gospel  simply  because  it  happens  to  be  the  only  one  now  extant 
which  contains  it.  Credner,  however,  whilst  expressing  the  opinion 
which  we  have  quoted,  likewise  adds  his  belief  that  by  the  expres- 
sion, KoX  yeyfMirrai,  Justin  seems  expressly  to  indicate  that  this 
sentence  is  taken  from  a  different  work  from  what  precedes  it, 
and  he  has  proved  that  the  preceding  part  of  the  quotation  was 
not  derived  from  our  Cjospels.'  We  cannot,  however,  coincide 
with  this  opinion  either.     It  seems  to  us  that  the  expression,  "and 

'  Cf.  Matt.  iii.  3,  Mark  i.  2,  3,  Luke  iii.  4 ;  Matt.  iii.  5,  6,  Mark  i.  5  ; 
Matt.  xiv.  3,  4,  Nlark  vi.  17,  18  ;  Matt.  xiv.  9,  Mark  vi.  26  ;  Matt,  xxviii. 
14,  Mark  xv.  5  ;  Matt,  xxvii.  39,  Mark  xv.  29,  etc. 

'  Credner,  Beitriige^  i.,  p.  237. 
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it  is  written,"  simply  was  made  use  of  by  Justin  to  show  that  the 
identification  of  Elias  with  John  the  Baptist  is  not  his,  but  was 
the  impression  conveyed  at  the  time  by  Jesus  to  his  disciples. 
Now,  the  whole  narrative  of  the  baptism  of  John  in  Justin  bears 
characteristic  marks  of  being  from  a  Gospel  different  from  ours,' 
and  in  the  first  part  of  this  very  quotation  we  find  distinct  variation. 
Justin  first  affirms  that  Jesus  in  his  teaching  had  proclaimed  that 
Elias  should  also  come  {koI  ^HXiav  ^ktva-ea-dai),  and  then 
further  on  he  gives  the  actual  words  of  Jesus :  'HAwis  fuv 
cXcwrerai,  K,r.X^  which  we  have  before  us,  whilst  in  Matthew  the 
words  are :  'HXmls  /i^v  Ipx^rat,  and  there  is  no  MS.  which 
reads  IXcwerat  for  llpxerai;  and  yet,  as  Credner  remarks,  the 
whole  force  of  the  quotation  rests  upon  the  word,  and  Justin  is 
persistent  in  his  variation  from  the  text  of  our  first  Synoptic.  It 
is  unreasonable  to  say  that  Justin  quotes  loosely  the  important 
part  of  his  passage,  and  then  about  a  few  words  at  the  close 
pretends  to  be  so  particularly  careful.  Considering  all  the  facts  of 
the  case,  we  must  conclude  that  this  quotation  also  is  from  a  source 
different  from  our  Gospels. 

Another  point,  however,  must  be  noted.  Dr.  Westcott  claims 
this  passage  as  an  express  quotation  from  the  Memoirs,  apparently 
for  no  other  reason  than  that  the  few  words  happen  to  agree  with 
Matt.  xvii.  13,  and  that  he  wishes  to  identify  the  Memoirs  with 
our  Gospels.  Justin,  however,  does  not  once  mention  the  Memoirs 
in  this  chapter ;  it  follows,  therefore,  that  Dr.  Westcott,  who  is  so 
exceedingly  strict  in  his  limitation  of  express  quotations,  assumes 
that  all  quotations  of  Christian  history  and  words  of  Jesus  in 
Justin  are  to  be  considered  as  derived  from  the  Memoirs,  whether 
they  be  mentioned  by  name  or  not.  We  have  already  seen  that 
amongst  these  there  are  not  only  quotations  differing  from  the 
Gospels,  and  contradicting  them,  but  others  which  have  no 
parallels  at  all  in  them. 

The  fifth  of  Dr.  Westcott's  express  quotations  occurs  in  Dial 
105,  where  Justin  says  :  "For  when  he  (Jesus)  was  giving  up  his 
spirit  on  the  cross  he  said :  *  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commend 
my  spirit,'  as  I  have  also  learned  from  the  Memoirs."  This  short 
sentence  agrees  with  Luke  xxiii.  46,  it  is  true ;  but,  as  we  have 
already  shown,'  Justin's  whole  account  of  the  Crucifixion  differs 
so  materially  from  that  in  our  Gospels  that  it  cannot  have  been 
derived  from  them. 

We  see  this  forcibly  in  examining  the  sixth  of  Dr.  Westcott's 
quotations,  which  is  likewise  connected  with  the  Crucifixion.  "  For 
they  who  saw  him  crucified  also  wagged  their  heads,  each  one  of 
them,  and  distorted  their  lips,  and  sneeringly,  and   in  scornful 

'  P.  2ooff.  »  P.  213  f. 
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irony,  repeated  among  themselves  those  words  which  are  also 
written  in  the  Memoirs  of  his  Apostles  :  He  declared  himself  the 
son  of  God :  (let  him)  come  down,  let  him  walk  about :  let  God 
save  him."'  We  have  ourselves  already  quoted  and  discussed  this 
passage,'  and  need  not  further  examine  it  here.  Dr.  Westcott  has 
nothing  better  to  say  regarding  this  quotation,  in  an  examination 
of  the  accuracy  of  parallel  passages,  than  this  :  "  These  exact 
words  do  not  occur  in  our  Gospels,  but  we  do  find  there  others  so 
closely  connected  with  them  that  few  readers  would  feel  the  differ- 
ence "!3  When  criticism  descends  to  language  like  this,  the  case 
is,  indeed,  desperate.  It  is  clear  that,  as  Dr.  Westcott  admits, 
the  words  are  expressly  declared  to  be  a  quotation  from  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Apostles^  but  they  do  not  exist  in  our  Gospels, 
and  consequently  our  Gospels  are  not  identical  with  the  Memoirs. 
Dr.  Westcott  refers  to  the  taunts  in  Matthew,  and  then,  with  com- 
mendable candour,  he  concludes  his  examination  of  the  quotation 
with  the  following  words  :  "  No  manuscript  or  Father  (so  far  as  we 
know)  has  preserved  any  reading  of  the  passage  more  closely 
resembling  Justin's  quotation ;  and  if  it  appear  not  to  be  deducible 
from  our  Gospels,  due  allowance  being  made  for  the  object  which 
he  had  in  view,  its  source  must  remain  concealed."*  We  need 
only  add  that  it  is  futile  to  talk  of  making  "  due  allowance  "  for 
the  object  which  Justin  had  in  view.  His  immediate  object  was 
accurate  quotation,  and  no  allowance  can  account  for  such  variation 
in  language  and  thought  as  is  presented  in  this  passage.  That  this 
passage,  though  a  professed  quotation  from  the  Memoirs,  is  not 
taken  from  our  Gospels  is  certain,  both  from  its  own  variations  and 
the  differences  in  other  parts  of  Justin's  account  of  the  Crucifixion, 
an  event  whose  solemnity  and  importance  might  well  be  expected 
to  secure  reverential  accuracy.  It  is  impossible  to  avoid  the  con- 
clusion that  Justin's  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles  were  not  identical 
with  our  Gospels,  and  the  systematic  variation  of  his  quotations 
thus  receives  its  natural  and  reasonable  explanation. 

The  seventh  and  last  of  Dr.  Westcott's  express  quotations  is, 
as  he  states,  "more  remarkable."  We  subjoin  the  passage  in 
contrast  with  the  parallel  texts  of  the  first  and  third  Gospels : — 


Justin,  Dial.  100. 

And  in  the  Gospel 
it  is  written  that  he 
said: 

All  things  have  been 
delivered  to  me   by  the 


Matt.  xi.  27. 


All    things    were    de- 
livered   to   me    by   theS 


LuKB  X.  22. 


All    things    were    de- 
livered   to    me    by    my 


'  Dial,  loi.  »  P.  211  f. 

'^  On  the  Cancn,  p.  114  f.  *  lb.,  p.  115. 

5  Most  Codices  read  **  my,"  bat  the  Cod,  Sin,  having  "the,"  we  give  it  as 
more  favourable. 
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Justin,  Dial.  ioo. 

Father,  and  no  one 
knoweth  (yiPtixTKCi)  the 
Father  but  the  Son,  nor 
the  Son  but  the  Father 
and 

those  to  whomsoever 
the  Son  shall  reveal 
him. 

Kai  ii>  T<}  et;a77eX^^ 
Sk  y4ypaTT€u  eliniv' 
Ildrra  /am  TapaSiSorcu 
ifirb  Tov  vaTp6s  xal  ovStls 
yivdxTKti  rhv  traripa  €l 
fA^  0  vl6r  o^d^  rbv  vUnf 
el  fiTi  6  wairiip  Kcd  aitt  Ar 
0  vl6s  dTOJcaXi;^^. 


Matt.  xi.  27. 

Father,  and  no  one 
knoweth  {eTriyi^dMTKei) 
the  Son  but  the  Father, 
nor  knoweth  {eiriyipti}- 
ffKti)  anyone  the  Father 
but  the  Son,  and  he 
to  whomsoever  the  Son 
is  minded  lo  reveal 
him. 


lldyra  fHH  wapeSdOri 
{nro  TOV  vaTp6Sf^  Kai  ovdtls 
iiriyivfbffKei  rhv  v16p  el 
fiil  6  xanjp,  wdi  rbv 
Trarepa  ris  ixiyivtbaKci 
el  fi^  6  vlds  Kai  (}  idy 
^o6\TfTai  6  vlhi  droxa- 
Xvyffai. 


Luke  x.  22. 

Father,  and  no  one 
knoweth  {yivdiCKei) 

who  the  Son  is  but  the 
Father,  and  who  the 
Father  is  but   the  Son, 

and  he  to  whomsoever 
the  Son  is  minded  to 
reveal  him. 


ndrra  /iot  V€kpeB6$ii 
inrb  rod  trarpSs  /iov,  koI 
ovSels  yiPtixFKei  tIs  i<mw 
0  vlbt  el  firf  6  Tar^pf 
Kai  rlt  iffTiP  0  TaHip, 
el  fA^  0  vlbt  Kai  i  w 
povXrjrai  6  vlbs  axo«ctt- 
Xvfai, 


It  is  apparent  that  Justin^s  quotation  differs  very  materially 
from  our  Gospels  in  language,  in  construction,  and  in  meaning. 
These  variations,  howevier,  acquire  very  remarkable  confirmation 
and  significance  from  the  fact  that  Justin  in  two  other  places* 
quotes  the  latter  and  larger  part  of  the  passage  from  ovSci?  in 
precisely  the  same  way,  with  the  sole  exception  that,  in  both  of 
these  quotations,  he  used  the  aorist  eyvw  instead  of  ytv(u<r#c€t. 
This  threefold  repetition  in  the  same  peculiar  form  clearly  stamps 
the  passage  as  being  a  literal  quotation  firom  his  Gospel,  and 
the  one  exception  to  the  verbal  agreement  of  the  three  passages, 
in  the  substitution  of  the  present  for  the  aorist  in  the  Dialogue^ 
does  not  remove  or  lessen  the  fundamental  variation  of  the 
passage  from  our  Gospel.  As  the  eyvco  is  twice  repeated,  it 
was  probably  the  reading  of  his  text.  Now  it  is  well  known 
that  the  peculiar  form  of  the  quotation  in  Justin  occurred  in 
what  came  to  be  considered  heretical  Gospels,  and  constituted 
the  basis  of  important  Gnostic  doctrines. 3  Dr.  Westcott  speaks 
of  the  use  of  this  passage  by  the  Fathers  in  agreement  with 
Justin  in  a  manner  which,  unintentionally  we  have  no  doubt, 
absolutely  misrepresents  important  facts.  He  says :  "  The  trans- 
position of  the  words  still  remains ;  and  how  little  weight  can  be 
attached  to  that  will  appear  upon  an  examination  of  the  various 
forms  in  which  the  text  is  quoted  by  Fathers  like  Origen,  Irenseus, 
and  Epiphanius,  who  admitted  our  Gospels  exclusively.     It  occurs 


'  See  last  note.  ^  ApoL,  i.  63. 

3  Dr.  Westcott  merely  alludes  to  this  in  the  briefest  way  in  a  note  {On  the 
Canon f  p.  115,  note  2). 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JUSTIN  MARTYR  253 


in  them  as  will  be  seen  from  the  table  of  readings'  with  almost 
every  possible  variation.  Irenaeus  in  the  course  of  one  chapter 
quotes  the  verse  first  as  it  stands  in  the  canonical  text ;  then  in 
the  same  order,  but  with  the  last  clause  like  Justin's ;  and  once 
again  altogether  as  he  has  given  it.  Epiphanius  likewise  quotes 
the  text  seven  times  in  the  same  order  as  Justin,  and  four  times 
as  it  stands  in  the  Gospels."*  Now  in  the  chapter  to  which 
reference  is  made  in  this  sentence  Irenaeus  commences  by  stating 
that  the  Lord  had  declared :  "  Nemo  cognoscit  Filium  nisi  Pater ; 
neque  Fatrem  quis  cognoscit  nisi  Filius^  et  cui  volueritFilius  revelare^^^ 
as  he  says,  "  Thus  Matthew  has  set  it  down  and  Luke  similarly, 
and  Mark  the  very  same."*  He  goes  on  to  state,  however,  that 
those  who  would  be  wiser  than  the  Apostles  write  this  verse  as 
follows  :  **  Nemo  cognovit  Fatrem  nisi  Filius;  nee  Filium  nisi  Fater^ 
et  cui  valuer  it  Filius  revelare'^  And  he  explains:  "They  interpret 
it  as  though  the  true  God  was  known  to  no  man  before  the  coming 
of  our  Lord  ;  and  that  God  who  was  announced  by  the  Prophets 
they  affirm  not  to  be  the  Father  of  Christ. "s  Now  in  this  passage 
we  have  the  €yvo>  of  Justin  in  the  ^^  cognovit "  in  contradistinction 
to  the  "  cognoscit "  of  the  Gospel,  and  his  transposition  of  order  as 
not  by  any  possibility  an  accidental  thing,  but  as  the  distinct  basis 
of  doctrines.  Irenaeus  goes  on  to  argue  that  no  one  can  know  the 
Father  unless  through  the  Word  of  God,  that  is  through  the  Son, 
and  this  is  why  he  said  :  "  *  Nem^  cognoscit  Fatrem  nisi  Filius ; 
neque  Filium  nisi  FcUer,  et  quibuscunque  Filius  revelaverit'  Thus 
teaching  that  he  himself  also  is  the  Father,  as  indeed  he  is,  in 
order  that  we  may  not  receive  any  other  Father  except  him  who  is 
revealed  by  the  Son."^  In  this  third  quotation  Irenaeus  alters  the 
cyvw  into  yti/w<r#c€i,  but  retains  the  form,  for  the  rest,  of  the 
Gnostics  and  of  Justin,  and  his  aim  apparently  is  to  show  that, 
adopting  his  present  tense  instead  of  the  aorist,  the  transposition « 
of  words  is  of  no  importance.  A  fourth  time,  however,  in  the  same 
chapter,  which  in  fact  is  wholly  dedicated  to  this  passage  ismd  to 
the  doctrines  based  upon  it,  Irenaeus  quotes  the  saying  :  "  Nemo 
cognoscit  Filium  nisi  Pater ;  neque  Fatrem  nisi  Filius^  et  quibus- 
cunque Filius  revelaverit^'J      Here  the  language  and  order  of  the 

'  In  the  few  readings  given  in  this  table,  Dr.  Westcott  does  not  distinguish 
the  writers  at  all.     Cf.  Un  the  Canon,  p.  116,  note  3. 

^  On  the  Canon,  p.  116.  3  Adv,  ffar.,  iv.  6,  §  i. 

♦  Sic  et  Mathaus  posuit,  et  Lucas  similiter,  et  Marcus  idem  ipsum.  We 
need  not  point  out  that  this  is  a  misstatement,  for  our  Mark  has  not  got  the 
passage  at  all 

^  **  £t  interpretantur,  quasi  a  nullo  cogmtus  sit  verus  Deus  ante  Domini 
nostri  aclventum :  et  eum  Deum,  qui  a  prophetis  sit  annuntiatus,  dicunt  non 
esse  Patrem  Christi,^"*     Adv,  Har.,  iv.  6,  §  I. 

*  Docens  semetipsum  et  Patrem,  sicut  est,  ut  aiterum  non  recipiamus  Patrem, 
nisi  eum  qui  a  Ftlio  revelcUur,     lb,,  iv.  6,  §  3.  ^  Adv,  liar,,  iv.  6,  §  7. 
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Gospel  are  followed  with  the  exception  that  "«^/  voluerit  revelare^^ 
is  altered  to  the  "  quibuscunque  revelaverit^^  of  Justin;  and  that  this 
is  intentional  is  made  clear  by  the  continuation:  "For  revelaverit 
was  said  not  with  reference  to  the  future  alone,"'  etc. 

Now,  in  this  chapter  we  learn  very  clearly  that,  although  the 
canonical  Gospels,  by  the  express  declaration  of  Irenaeus,  had 
their  present  reading  of  the  passage  before  us,  other  Gospels  of 
considerable  authority  even  in  his  time  had  the  form  of  Justin,  for 
again,  in  a  fifth  passage,  he  quotes  the  opening  words :  "  He  who 
was  known,  therefore,  was  not  different  from  him  who  declared : 
*  No  one  knoweth  the  Father,'  but  one  and  the  same."'  With  the 
usual  alteration  of  the  verb  to  the  present  tense,  Irenaeus,  in  this 
and  in  one  of  the  other  quotations  of  this  passage  just  cited,  gives 
some  authority  to  the  transposition  of  the  words  "  Father "  and 
"  Son,"  although  the  reading  was  opposed  to  the  Gospels  ;  but  he 
invariably  adheres  to  ytvwo-icci  and  condemns  lyvw,  the  reading 
maintained  by  those  who,  in  the  estimation  of  Irenaeus,  "  would 
be  wiser  than  the  Apostles."  Elsewhere,  descanting  on  the  pas- 
sages of  Scripture  by  which  heretics  attempt  to  prove  that  the 
Father  was  unknown  before  the  advent  of  Christ,  Irenaeus,  after 
accusing  them  of  garbling  passages  of  Scripture,3  goes  on  to  say 
of  the  Marcosians  and  others :  "  Besides  these,  they  adduce  a 
countless  number  of  apocryphal  and  spurious  works  which  they 
themselves  have  forged  to  the  bewilderment  of  the  foolish,  and 
of  those  who  are  not  versed  in  the  Scriptures  of  truth."*  He 
also  points  out  passages  occurring  in  our  Gospels  to  which  they 
give  a  peculiar  interpretation,  and,  among  these,  that  quoted  by 
Justin.  He  says :  "  But  they  adduce  as  the  highest  testimony, 
and,  as  it  were,  the  crown  of  their  system,  the  following  passage. 

*  All  things  were  delivered  to  me  by  my  Father,  and  no  one 

knew  (lyi/w)  the  Father  but  the  Son,  and  the  Son  but  the  Father, 
and  he  to  whomsoever  (<f  av)  the  Son  shall  reveal  (d7roKaXv^2y).'s 

'  Revelccverit  enim^  mm  solum  infuturum  dictum  est^  etc.  ;  Ib.^  iv.  6,  §  7. 

*  Non  ergo  alius  erat  qui  cogn  oscebatur,  et  alius  qui  dicebat:  *' Nemo 
cognoscit  Patrem  :^^  sed  unus  etidem,  etc,  ;  Ib,^  iv.  6,  §  7.  In  another  place 
Irenaeus  again  quotes  the  passage  in  the  same  order,  with  the  same  careful 
adherence  to  the  present  tense.     Adv.  Har.,  ii.  6,  §  i. 

3  Adv,  Hcer,y  i.  19,  §  i. 

*  np6t  W  TWTotf  ifwdyfTov  xKrjBot  dTOKpv<f>u)p  Kal  ydScow  ypa^Qw^  Aj  oJrot 
erXoa'ar,  xap^iff^pownv  elt  KardrXTf^iw  rOv  aroi^wr  koL  rh  t^j  dXrjBclat  /a^ 
eTiffra/jihtav  ypdfxfJMTa.     Adv.  Hcer.^  i.  20,  §  I. 

5  Adv.  Har.^  i.  20,  §  3.  And  again,  referring  to  Valentinus  and  his 
followers,  and  endeavouring  to  show  the  inconsistency  of  their  views,  he  says  : 
^^  Sahfator  ergo,  secundum  eos,  erit  mentituSy  dicens  :  *  Nema  cognovit  PcUrem 
nisi  Filius.^  Si  enim  cognitus  est  vet  a  matre,  vel  a  semim  ejus ;  solutum 
est  illudy  quod,  ^  nemo  ognovit  Patrem  nisi  FiliusJ*"  Adv.  Har.^  ii.  14, 
§  7.  Irenseus  then  ende^avours  out  of  their  own  form  of  the  text  to  confute 
their  doctrines. 
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In  these  words  they  assert  that  he  clearly  demonstrated  that  the 
Father  of  truth  whom  they  have  invented  was  known  to  no  one 
before  his  coming;  and  they  desire  to  interpret  the  words  as 
though  the  Maker  and  Creator  had  been  known  to  all,  and  the 
Lord  spoke  these  words  regarding  the  Father  unknown  to  all, 
whom  they  proclaim."'  Here  we  have  the  exact  quotation  twice 
made  by  Justin,  with  the  €yv(o  and  the  same  order,  set  forth  as  the 
reading  of  the  Gospels  of  the  Marcosians  and  other  sects,  and 
the  highest  testimony  to  their  system.  It  is  almost  impossible 
that  Justin  could  have  altered  the  passage  by  an  error  of  memory 
to  this  precise  form,  and  it  must  be  regarded  as  the  reading  of  his 
Memoirs.  The  evidence  of  Irenaeus  is  clear  :  The  Gospels  had 
the  reading  which  we  now  find  in  them,  but  ^ocryphal  Gospels, 
on  the  other  hand,  had  that  which  we  find  twice  quoted  by  Justin, 
and  the  passage  was,  as  it  were,  the  text  upon  which  a  large  sect 
of  the  early  Church  based  its  most  fundamental  doctrine.  The 
tyvio  is  invariably  repudiated,  but  the  transposition  of  the  words 
"Father"  and  "Son"  was  apparently  admitted  to  a  certain  extent, 
although  the  authority  for  this  was  not  derived  from  the  Gospels 
recognised  by  the  Church,  which  contained  the  contrary  order. 

We  must  briefly  refer  to  the  use  of  this  passage  by  Clement  of 
Alexandria.  He  quotes  portions  of  the  text  eight  times,  and, 
although  with  some  variation  of  terms,  he  invariaLly  follows  the 
order  of  the  Gospels.  Six  times  he  makes  use  of  the  aorist  cyvw,' 
once  of  ytvuKTicctjS  and  once  of  Iwiyivtoa-Kei,^  He  only  once 
quotes  the  whole  passage  ;^  but  on  this  occasion,  as  well  as  six 
others  in  which  he  only  quotes  the  latter  part  of  the  sentence,^  he 
omits  PovkTjraLy  and  reads  "and  he  to  whom  the  Son  shall  reveal," 
thus  supporting  the  dToKakvipfj  of  Justin.  Twice  he  has  "God" 
instead  of  "  Father, "7  and  once  he  substitutes  ftT/Scts  for  ovSels.^ 
It  is  evident,  from  the  loose  and  fragmentary  way  in  which  Clement 
interweaves  the  passage  with  his  text,  that  he  is  more  concerned 
with  the  sense  than  the  verbal  accuracy  of  the  quotation ;  but 
the  result  of  his  evidence  is  that  he  never  departs  from  the  Gospel 
order  of  "  Father"  and  "  Son,"  although  he  frequently  makes  use 
of  €yv(a  and  also  employs  airoKakvxpji  in  agreement  with  Justin, 
and,  therefore,  he  shows  the  prevalence  of  forms  approximating  to, 
though  always  presenting  material  difference  from,  the  reading 
of  Justin. 

'  Adv.  ffar,,  i.  20,  §  3. 

»  PiBd.,  i.  9,  §  88 ;  i.  5,  §  20 ;  Strom.,  i.  28,  §  178 ;  v.  13,   §  95  ;  vu.   10, 
58  ;  Cohort.,  i.  10.  3  Strom.,  vii.  18,  §  109. 

*  Quis  Div.  Sahj.y  9.  s  Strom.,  i.  28,  §  178. 

*  Coh.,  i.,  §  10 ;  Pad.,  i.  5,  §  20 ;  Strom.,  v.  13,  §  85  ;  vii.  10,  §  58 ;  vi. 
18,  §  109  ;  Quis  Div.  Sa/v.,  8. 

7  Coh.,  i.,  §  10 ;  Pad.,  i.  5,  §  20.  »  Strom.,  v.  13,  §  85. 
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Epiphanius  refers  to  this  passage  no  less  than  ten  times,* 
but  he  only  quotes  it  fully  five  times,  and  upon  each  of  these 
occasions  with  variations.  Of  the  five  times  to  which  we  refer,  he 
thrice  follows  the  order  of  the  Gospels,'  as  he  does  likewise  in 
another  place  where  he  does  not  complete  the  sentence.3  On  the 
remaining  two  occasions  he  adopts  the  same  order  as  Justin,  with 
variations  from  his  readings,  however,  to  which  we  shall  presently 
refer  ;4  and  where  he  only  partially  quotes  he  follows  the  same 
order  on  other  three  occasions,  s  and  in  one  other  place  the 
quotation  is  too  fragmentary  to  allow  us  to  distinguish  the  order.^ 
Now,  in  all  of  these  ten  quotations,  with  one  exception,  Epiphanius 
substitutes  olSe  for  eTriyivaxrKeL  at  the  commencement  of  the 
passage  in  Matthew,  and  only  thrice  does  he  repeat  the  verb  in 
the  second  clause  as  in  that  Gospel,  and  on  these  occasions  he 
twice  makes  use  of  otS^^  and  once  of  €yv(o.^  He  once  uses 
lyvo)  with  the  same  order  as  Justin,  but  does  not  complete  the 
sentence.9  Each  time  he  completes  the  quotation  he  uses 
^  lav  with  the  Gospel,  and  aTroicaXu^  with  Justin  ;*°  but  only 
once  out  of  the  five  complete  quotations  does  he  insert  6  vlhs 
in  the  concluding  phrase.  It  is  evident  from  this  examination, 
which  we  must  not  carry  further,  that  Epiphanius  never  verbally 
agrees  with  the  Gospel  in  his  quotation  of  this  passage,  and  never 
verbally  with  Justin,  but  mainly  follows  a  version  different  from 
both.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  he  is  writing  against 
various  heresies,  and  it  does  not  seem  to  us  improbable  that  he 
reproduces  forms  of  the  passage  current  amongst  those  sects. 

In  his  work  against  Marcion,  Tertullian  says  :  "  With  r^ard  to 
the  Father,  however,  that  he  was  never  seen,  the  Gospel  which  is 
common  to  us  will  testify,  as  it  was  said  by  Christ :  JVemo  cognovit 
patrem  nisi  fiiius,'^^^  but  elsewhere  he  translates  ^^Nemo  scit"^^ 
evidently  not  fully  appreciating  the  difference  of  cyvw.'s  The 
passage  in  Marcion's  Gospel  reads  like  Justin's :  ovScls  lyvia  rhv 
irartpa,  ct  firj  6  vlhs,  ovSe  rhv  vlov  rts  yivoKTicct,  ct  fuj  o  irarrip^* 
The  use  of  cywo  as  applied  to  the  Father  and  yivwrKu 
as  regards  the  Son  in  this  passage  is  suggestive.     Origen  almost 

*  ffar.,  liv.  4,  ed.  Petav.^  p.  466 ;  Ixiv.  9,  p.  532  ;  xlv.  6,  p.  613  ;  Ixix.  43, 
p.  766 ;  Ixxiv.  4,  p.  891,  10,  p.  898  ;  Ixxvi.  7,  p.  943,  29,  p.  977,  32»  P-  981. 

»  Hctr,^  Ixxvi.  7,  p.  943  ;  liv.  4,  p.  466  ;  Ixv.  6,  p.  613. 

3  Zfer.,  Ixvi  9,  p.  532.  *  H(Br.,  Ixxiv.  4,  p.  891 ;  Ixxvi.  29,  p.  977. 

5  Hctr,^  Ixix.  43,  p.  766 ;  Ixxiv.  10,  p.  898  ;  Ixxvi.  32,  p.  981. 

*  Har.,  Ixxvi.  32,  p.  981.  ^  Ifcer.y  liv.  4,  p.  466  ;  Ixix.  43,  p.  766. 
«  Har,,  Ixv.  6,  p.  613.                  »  Har.,  Ixxiv.  10,  p.  898. 

"  Except  once  when  he  has  drojcaXiJirTet.     Har.^  Ixxiv.  4,  p.  891. 
"  Adv,  Marc,  ii.  27.  "  /*.,  iv.  25,  cf.  6. 

'3  Cf.  Hilgenfeld,  Die  Ew,  Justin's,  p.  202  f. 

^  Dial,  de  recta  in  Deum  fide,  I  ;  Origen,  Op.,  \.,  p.  817  D ;  Thilo,  Cod, 
Apocr,  N.  7".,  p.  433  ;  Hahn,  Das  Evang,  Marcions,  p.  160. 
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invariably  uses  cyi'co,  sometimes  adopting  the  order  of  the  Gospels 
and  sometimes  that  of  Justin,  and  always  employing  ctTro/caXv^.' 
The  Clementine  Homilies  always  read  lyvco,  and  always  follow 
the  same  order  as  Justin,  presenting  other  and  persistent  variations 
from  the  form  in  the  Gospels.  Guccis  lyt'co  rhv  vo.rkpa  d  firf 
6  vlh^,  u)s  ovSe  rov  vtov  ns  €i3€V^  €i  /Aiy  o  iraTrjpj  kol  oh  &v  fSovkrjrai 
6  vlbs  airoKaXv^aO  This  reading  occurs  four  times.  The 
Clementine  Recognitions  have  the  aorist  with  the  order  of  the 
Gospels.-* 

There  only  remain  a  few  more  lines  to  add  to  those  already 
quoted  to  complete  the  whole  of  Dr.  Westcott's  argument 
regarding  this  passage.  He  continues  and  concludes  thus  :  "  If, 
indeed,  Justin's  quotations  were  made  from  memory,  no  transposi- 
tion could  be  more  natural ;  and  if  we  suppose  that  he  copied  the 
passage  directly  from  a  manuscript,  there  is  no  difficulty  in 
believing  that  he  found  it  so  written  in  a  manuscript  of  the 
canonical  St.  Matthew,  since  the  variation  is  excluded  by  no 
internal  improbability,  while  it  is  found  elsewhere,  and  its  origin 
is  easily  explicable."5  It  will  be  observed  that  Dr.  Westcott  does 
not  attempt  any  argument,  but  simply  confines  himself  to  supposi- 
tions. If  such  explanations  were  only  valid,  there  could  be  no 
difficulty  in  believing  anything,  and  every  embarrassing  circumstance 
would  be  easily  explicable. 

The  fiacts  of  the  case  may  be  briefly  summed  up  as  follows : 
Justin  deliberately  and  expressly  quotes  from  his  Gospel,  himself 
calling  it  "Gospel,"  be  it  observed,  a  passage  whose  nearest 
parallel  in  our  Gospels  is  Matt.  xi.  27.  This  quotation  presents 
material  variations  from  our  canonical  Gospel,  both  in  form  and 
language.  The  larger  part  of  the  passage  he  quotes  twice  in  a 
different  work,  written  years  before,  in  precisely  the  same  words  as 
the  third  quotation,  with  the  sole  exception  that  he  uses  the  aorist 
instead  of  the  present  tense  of  the  verb.  No  MS.  of  our  Gospel 
extant  approximates  to  the  reading  in  Justin,  and  we  are  expressly 
told  by  Irenaeus  that  the  present  readiijg  of  our  Matthew  was  that 
existing  in  his  day.  On  the  other  hand,  Irenaeus  states  with  equal 
distinctness  that  Gospels  used  by  Gnostic  sects  liad  the  reading  of 
Justin,  and  that  the  passage  was  "  the  crown  of  their  system,"  and 
one  upon  whose  testimony  they  based  their  leading  doctrines. 
Here,  then,  is  the  clear  statement  that  Justin's  quotation  disagrees 
with  the  form  in  the  Gospels,  and  agrees  with  that  of  other 
Gospels.     The  variations  occurring  in  the  numerous  quotations  of 

'  Cf.  Griesbach,  Symb.  CriLy  ii.,  pp.  271,  373. 

'  Credner,  Beitragc^  i.,  p.  250. 

3  Clenu  Horn,,  xvii.  4  ;  xviii.  4,  13,  20  ;  xviii.  1 1. 

*  Clem,  Recog,,  ii.  47.  ^  On  the  Canon,  p.  117. 
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the  same  passage  by  the  Fathers,  which  we  have  analysed,  show 
that  they  handled  it  very  loosely,  but  also  indicate  that  there  must 
have  been  various  readings  of  considerable  authority  then  current. 
It  has  been  conjectured  with  much  probability  that  the  form  in 
which  Justin  quotes  the  passage  twice  in  his  Apology  may  have 
been  the  reading  of  older  Gospels,  and  that  it  was  graduall)j 
altered  by  the  Church  to  the  form  in  which  we  now  have  it  for 
dogmatic  reasons,  when  Gnostic  sects  began  to  base  doctrines 
upon  it  inconsistent  with  the  prevailing  interpretation.'  Be  this  as 
it  may,  Justin's  Gospel  clearly  had  a  reading  different  from  ours, 
but  in  unison  with  that  known  to  exist  in  other  Gospels,  and  this 
express  quotation  only  adds  additional  proof  to  the  mass  of 
evidence  already  adduced  that  the  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles  were 
not  our  canonical  Gospels. 

We  have  already  occupied  so  much  space  even  with  this  cursory 
examination  of  Justin's  quotations  that  we  must  pass  over  in 
silence  passages  which  he  quotes  from  the  Memoirs  with  variations 
from  the  parallels  in  our  Gospels,  which  are  also  found  in  the 
Clementine  Homilies  and  other  works  emanating  from  circles  in 
which  other  Gospels  than  ours  were  used.  We  shall  now  only 
briefly  refer  to  a  few  sayings  of  Jesus,  expressly  quoted  by  Justin, 
which  are  altogether  unknown  to  our  Gospels.  Justin  says  :  "  For 
the  things  which  he  foretold  would  take  place  in  his  name,  these 
we  see  actually  coming  to  pass  in  our  sight.  For  he  said  :  *  Many 
shall  come,"  etc.,^  and  *  There  shall  be  schisms  and  heresies,'3  and 
*  Beware  of  false  prophets,'*  etc.,  and  *  Many  false  Christs  and 
false  Apostles  shall  arise  and  shall  deceive  many  of  the  faithful.'  "s 
Neither  of  the  two  prophecies  here  quoted  is  to  be  found  any- 
where in  our  Gospels,  and  to  the  second  of  them  Justin  repeatedly 
refers.  He  says  in  one  place  that  Jesus  "foretold  that  in  the 
interval  of  his  coming,  as  I  previously  said,^  heresies  and  false 
prophets  would  arise  in  his  name."7  It  is  admitted  that  these 
prophecies  are  foreign  to  our  Gospels.  It  is  very  probable  that 
the  Apostle  Paul  refers  to  ^he  prophecy,  "  There  shall  be  schisms 

and  heresies  "  in  i  Cor.  xL  18-19,  where  it  is  said,  " I  hear 

that  schisms  exist  amongst  you;  and  I  partly  believe  it.    For  there 

'  Schwegler,  Das  nachap.  Zeit.y  i.,  p.  254  ff.  Cf.  Credner,  Beiirdgey  i., 
p.  250  f.  Delitesch,  N.  Unters.  Kan.  Ew,^  p.  35  f.  Scholten,  Het  PaulUu 
Evangeliey  1870,  p.  103  f. 

'  Cf.  p.  228,  note  4,  p.  238  f. 

3  dire  7<£p T^tTovrn*.  (rxJurpAra.  koX  alp^aeit.     Dial.  35. 

^  Cf.  228,  note  4,  p.  238  f. 

s  * ApcurrfyrovTox  roXXoT  xJ/cvSdxpi^Toif  xal  ^cuSorArroXot  koI  to\X<m>s  Twy 
TuTTuy  TXatrficrovaiy.     Dial.  35.  ;  cf.  ApoLy  i.  12.  *  Dial.  35. 

7  Kai  h  ri^  fiera^d  rijs  wapovffias  auVoD  XP^^'Vt  *»**  Tpol<p7]yy  ycyfyreffOcu 
cdp4a€is  Kcd  xj/evBoiTfHHpriiTai  cwl  rf  6y6fuiTi  auroG  Tpoefi'^yvcc,  /c.r.X.  Dial.  $l  ; 
cf.  82. 
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must  also  be  heresies  amongst  you,"  etc.  (aKowo  crxurfmra 
kv  vfuv  vTapx^i'V,  KOI  fupoq  Tfc  wurT€Vii>»  Set  yap  koX  alp€cr€LS  cv 
vfuv  €ivai^  k.tA.)  We  find  also,  elsewhere,  traces  both  of 
this  saying  and  that  which  accompanies  it  In  the  Cle?nentine 
Homilies^  Peter  is  represented  as  stating,  "  For  there  shall  be,  as 
the  Lord  said,  false  apostleSy  false  prophets,  heresies^  desires  for 
supremacy,"  etc.  (lo-ovrat  yo/a,  tos  6  Kvpio%  cTttcv,  ^ci^&iTrotrroXot, 
^cvScts  TTpoiftiJTai,  at/D€o-€t9,  ^iXap)(tat,  k.t.X,*  We  are  likewise 
reminded  of  the  passage  in  the  Epistle  attributed  to  the 
Roman  Clement,  xliv.  :  "  Our  Apostles  knew  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  that  there  would  be  contention  regarding  the  dignity 
of  the  episcopate."=»  In  our  Gospel  there  is  no  reference 
anywhere  to  schisms  and  heresies,  nor  are  false  Apostles  once 
mentioned,  the  reference  being  solely  to  "false  Christs"  and 
"false  prophets."  The  recurrence  here  and  elsewhere  of  the  peculiar 
expression  "  false  apostles  "  is  very  striking,3  and  the  evidence  for 
the  passage  as  a  saying  of  Jesus  is  important.  Hegesippus,  after 
enumerating  a  vast  number  of  heretical  sects  and  teachers, 
continues  :  "  From  these  sprang  the  false  Christs,  false  prophets, 
false  apostles^  who  divided  the  union  of  the  Church  by  corrupting 
doctrines  concerning  God  and  concerning  his  Christ"*  It  will  be 
remembered  that  Hegesippus  made  use  of  the  Gospel  according 
to  the  Hebrews,  and  the  Clementine  literature  points  to  the  same 
source.  In  the  Apostolic  Constitutions  we  read  :  "  For  these  are 
false  Christs  and  false  prophets,  and  false  apostles^  deceivers,  and 
corrupters,"  etc.,5  and  in  the  Clementine  Recognitions  the  Apostle 
Peter  is  represented  as  saying  that  the  Devil,  after  the  temptation, 
terrified  by  the  final  answer  of  Jesus,  "  hastened  immediately  to 
send  forth  into  this  world  false  prophets,  and  false  apostles,  and 
false  teachers,  who  should  speak  in  the  name  of  Christ  indeed, 
but  should  perform  the  will  of  the  demon."^  Justin's  whole 
system  forbids  our  recognising  in  these  two  passages  mere  tradition, 
and  we  must  hold  that  we  have  here  quotations  from  a  Gospel 
different  from  ours. 

Elsewhere,  Justin  says :  "Out  of  which  (affliction  and  fiery  trial  of 
the  Devil)  again  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God,  promised  to  deliver  us, 
and  to  put  on  us  prepared  garments,  if  we  do  his  commandments, 
and  he  is  proclaimed  as  having  provided  an  eternal  kingdom  for 
us. "7     This  promise  is  nowhere  found  in  our  Gospel. 

Immediately  following  the  passage  (k  3  and  4)  which  we  have 
distussed^  as  repeated  in  the  Dialogic  :    "  Many  shall  say  to  me, 

'  Hom,y  xvi.  21.  '  xliv.     See  Greek  passage  quoted,  p.  136,  note  3. 

3  Semisch,  Dig  Ap.  Denkw.  d.  Mart,  Just,,  p.  391,  anm.  2. 
*  Eusebius,  ff.  E.,  iv.  22.  s  Constit,  AposL,  vi.  13 ;  cf.  vi.  18. 

^  Recog.,  iv.  34.  ^  Dial,  116.  «  P.  227,  note  4. 
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etc.,  and  I  will  say  to  them,  '  Depart  from  me,' "  Justin  continues  : 
"  And  in  other  words  by  which  he  will  condemn  those  who  are 
unworthy  to  be  saved,  he  said  that  he  will  say :  Begone  into  the 
darkness  without,  which  the  Father  hath  prepared  for  Satan  and 
his  angels."'  The  nearest  parallel  to  this  is  in  Matt.  xxv.  41  : 
Then  shall  he  say  also  unto  them  on  the  left  hand  :  Depart 
from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  the  eternal  fire  which  is  prepared  for  the 
devil  and  his  angels." 


Justin,  Dial.  76. 

Koi  iv  &\\ois  \6yois  oU  xaraSiKd^eiv 
rods  dt^a^lovs  fi^  crfb^eadcn  ^tf Wet,  €<prq 
epeiy-  'TirdyeTe  els  to  axdros  to  c^drrepoWf 
d  ijTolfiaaep  6  xar^/o  T(p  Zarai'g  Kal  toU 
0776Xot$  avToO. 


Matt.  xxv.  41. 

T&re  ipei  xal  Tots  e|  cvtarvfuap  Hopoj- 
€(r0€  air'  ifxw  ol  KaTTjpafieyot  €li  Tb  Tvp 
t6  alihwiov  Th  iirotfiaafUyop  ry  Sia^6\(fi 
Kcd  Toh  aT^eXocj  outw. 

It  is  apparent  that  Justin's  quotation  differs  very  widely  from  the 
reading  of  our  Gospel.  The  same  reading,  with  the  exception  of 
a  single  word,  is  found  in  the  Clementine  Homilies  (xix.  2);  that  is 
to  say,  that  "  Devil  "  is  substituted  for  "  Satan,"  and  this  variation 
is  not  important.  The  agreement  of  the  rest,  on  the  other  hand, 
seems  to  establish  the  conclusion  that  the  quotation  is  from  a 
written  Gospel  different  from  ours,  and  here  we  have  further  strong 
indications  of  Justin's  use  of  the  Ebionite  Gospel. 

Another  of  Xhe  sayings  of  Jesus  which  are  foreign  to  our 
Gospels  is  one  in  reference  to  the  man  who  falls  away  from 
righteousness  into  sin,  of  whom  Justin  says  :  "  Wherefore  also  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  said :  In  whatsoever  things  I  may  find  you,  in 
these  I  shall  also  judge  you."'  (Ato  icat  6  w/utc/ws  Kvpio% 
'It^ov?  X^kttos  €Tjr€V'  "  'Ev  ots  Siv  vfxas  KaTakdpo),  iv  rovrois 
KoX  KpLvuiJ^)  A  similar  expression  is  used  by  some  of 
the  Fathers,  and,  in  some  cases,  is  ascribed  to  the  prophets.^ 
Clement  of  Alexandria  has  quoted  a  phrase  closely  resembling 
this  without  indicating  the  source.  'E</»'  oh  yap  av  cvpia  v/xas, 
<l>ri(riv,  hrl  rovrois  koi  icpivw/  Grabe  was  of  opinion  that 
Justin  derived  the  passage  from  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews,5  an  opinion  shared  by  the  greater  number  of  modem 
critics,  and  which  we  are  prepared  to  accept  from  many  previous 
instances  of  agreement.  Even  the  warmest  asserters  of  the  theory 
that  the  Memoirs  are  identical  with  our  Gospels  are  obliged  to 
admit  that  this  saying  of  Jesus  is  not  contained  in  them,  arfd  that 
it  must  have  been  derived  from  an  extra-canonical  source. 

Other  passages  of  a  similar  kind  might  have  been  pointed  out, 


Dia/,  76.  »  Id.  47. 

3  Grabe,  5/iVi/.  /Wr.,  i.,  p.   327  ;    Fabricius,  Cod,   Ap0cr,  N.   T.,  1.,  p. 


333  f-»  "•»  p.  524 
*  Quis  Div,  Saiv,,  40. 


s  Spicil.  Patr.,  i.,  p.  14,  p.  327. 
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but  we  have  already  devoted  too  much  space  to  Justin's  quotations, 
and  must  hasten  to  a  conclusion.  There  is  one  point,  however, 
to  which  we  must  refer.  We  have  more  than  once  alluded  to  the 
fact  that,  unless  in  one  place,  Justin  never  mentions  an  author's 
name  in  connection  vrith  the  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles.  The 
exception  to  which  we  referred  is  the  following  : — Justin  says : 
"  The  statement  also  that  he  (Jesus)  changed  the  name  of  Peter, 
one  of  the  Apostles,  and  that  this  is  also  written  in  his  Memoirs 
as  having  been  done,  together  with  the  fact  that  he  also  changed 
the  name  of  other  two  brothers,  who  were  sons  of  Zebedee,  to 
Boanerges  ;  that  is,  sons  of  Thunder,"  etc'  According  to  the 
usual  language  of  Justin,  and  upon  strictly  critical  grounds,  the 
avTov  in  this  passage  must  be  referred  to  Peter;  and  Justin, 
therefore,  seems  to  ascribe  the  Memoirs  to  that  Apostle,  and  to 
speak  of  a  Gospel* of  Peter.'  Some  critics  maintain  that  the 
avTov  does  not  refer  to  Peter,  but  to  Jesus,  or,  more  probable 
still,  that  it  should  be  amended  to  aiVrwv,  and  apply  to  the 
Apostles.  The  great  majority,  however,  are  forced  to  admit  the 
reference  of  the  Memoirs  to  Peter,  although  they  explain  it,  as  we 
shall  see,  in  different  ways.  It  is  argued  by  some  that  this  expres- 
sion is  used  when  Justin  is  alluding  to  the  change  of  name,  not 
only  of  Peter,  but  of  the  sons  of  Zebedee,  the  narrative  of  which 
is  only  found  in  the  Gospel  according  to  Mark.  Now,  Mark  was 
held  by  many  of  the  Fathers  to  have  been  the  mere  mouthpiece 
of  Peter,  and  to  have  written  at  his  dictation  ;3  so  that,  in  fact,  in 
calling  the  second  Gospel  by  the  name  of  the  Apostle  Peter,  they 
argue,  Justin  merely  adopted  the  tradition  current  in  the  early 
Church,  and  referred  to  the  Gospel  now  known  as  the  Gospel 
according  to  Mark.  It  must  be  evident,  however,  that,  after 
admitting  that  Justin  speaks  of  the  Memoirs  "  of  Peter,"  it  is 
hasty  in    the  extreme     to    conclude    from  the    fact   that    the 

'  Koi  rh  elTCiP  nenawofioKivat  wrhv  Uerpoy  €va  rwr  dirwrT6\<a¥,  koX  ytypd^- 
Sat  eV  Totf  dwofirrifUiPWfuunw  wtov  yeyetmifUvw  koX  twto,  fAcrii  tov  koX  dXXovf 
Svo  dS€\<f>oifi  vlods  Zt^eSoUov  6vTas  fUTiaPOfiaKCfcu  dvdfian  tov  Boauepyis,  6  Vrir 
viol  fipowTTJSj  K.T.X,     Dial,  106. 

»  In  the  course  of  explorations  in  Egypt  in   1886-87   the  fragment  of  a 


Peter,"  etc.  The  fragment  is  too  short  to  permit  any  considerable  comparison 
with  Justin's  quotations,  but  some  remarkable  coincidences  exist,  and  many 
critics,  amongst  whom  may  be  mentioned  Harnack,  Hilgenfeld,  T.  Rendel 
Harris,  Lods,  and  Van  Manen,  consider  that  this  Gospel  was  used  by  Justin. 
For  full  particulars  see  TAs  Gospel  According  to  Peter^  which  we  separately 
publishea  1 894  (Longmans,  Green,  &  Co.). 

3  Eusebius,  H.  E.y  ii.  15,  iii.  39,  v.  8,  vi.  14,  25  ;  Irenceus,  Adv,  Hier.^ 
iii.  I.  §  I  ;  Tertullian,  Adv,  Marc./\v,  5;  Hieron,  Dc  Vir,  III.,  i.  Cf, 
Fabricius,  Cod,  Apocr,  N,  T'.,  i.,  p.  375. 
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mention  of  the  sons  of  Zebedee  being  sumamed  Boanerges  is  only 
recorded  in  Mark  iii.  17,  and  not  in  the  other  canonical  Gospels, 
that,  therefore,  the  Memoirs  of  Peter  and  our  Gospel  according  to 
Mark  are  one  and  the  same.  We  shall,  hereafter,  in  examining 
the  testimony  of  Papias,  see  that  the  Gospel  according  to  Mark, 
of  which  the  Bishop  of  Hierapolis  speaks,  was  not  our  canonical 
Mark  at  all.  It  would  be  very  singular  indeed,  on  this  hypothesis, 
that  Justin  should  not  have  quoted  a  single  passage  from  the  only 
Gospel  whose  author  he  names,  and  the  number  of  times  he  seems 
to  quote  from  a  Petrine  Gospel,  which  was  quite  different  from 
Mark,  confirms  the  inference  that  he  cannot  possibly  here  refer  to 
our  second  Gospel.  It  is  maintained,  therefore,  by  numerous 
other  critics  that  Justin  refers  to  a  Gospel  according  to  Peter  or 
according  to  the  Hebrews,  and  not  to  Mark. 

We  learn  from  Eusebius  that  Serapion,  whd  became  Bishop  of 
Antioch  about  a.d.  190,  composed  a  book  on  the  Gospel, 
called  "according  to  Peter"  (Trc/ai  toi»  \i.yo\ikvov  Karh.  YikTpov 
cuayycXtou^,  which  he  found  in  circulation  in  his  diocese.  At 
first  Serapion  had  permitted  the  use  of  this  Gospel,  as  it  evidently 
was  much  prized,  but  he  subsequently  condemned  it  as  a  work 
favouring  Docetic  views,  and  containing  many  things  superadded 
to  the  Doctrine  of  the  Saviour.'  Origen  likewise  makes  mention 
of  the  Gospel  according  to  Peter  (jov  hn,y€ypaiJ.fi€vov  Kara 
Jl€rpov  €vayy€kiov)  as  agreeing  with  the  tradition  of  the 
Hebrews.^  But  its  relationship  to  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews  becomes  more  clear  when  Theodoret  states  that  the 
Nazarenes  made  use  of  the  Gospel  according  to  Peter,  3  for  we 
know  by  the  testimony  of  the  Fathers  generally  that  the  Nazarene 
Gospel  was  that  commonly  called  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews  (EvayyeXtov  KaO^  ^E^paiov^),  The  same  Gospel  was  in 
use  amongst  the  Ebionites,  and  in  fact,  as  almost  all  critics 
are  agreed,  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,  under  various 
names,  such  as  the  Gospel  according  to  Peter,  according  to  the 
Apostles,  the  Nazarenes,  Ebionites,  Egyptians,  &c.,  with  modi- 
fications certainly,  but  substantially  the  same  work,  was  circulated 
very  widely  throughout  the  early  Church.-*  A  quotation  occurs 
in  the  so-called  Epistle  of  Ignatius  to  the  Smymaeans,  to  which 


»  Eusebius,  //.  E.,  vi.  12 ;  cf.  Hieron.,  De  Vir,  III,,  41. 

'  Ad.  Matt.  xiii.  54-56.  He  couples  it  with  the  Book  of  James,  or  the 
Protevangelium  Jacobi. 

3  Haret.  Fab.,  ii.  2  ;  cf.  Hieron.  lib.  \\.  Comment,  in  Ezech.  xviii.,  in  Matt, 
xii.  13  ;  /><?  Vir,  III.,  2.  The  Marcosians  also  used  this  Gospel,  and  we  have 
seen  them  in  agreement  with  Justin's  quotation  ;  cf.  p.  254  fF. 

^  Eusebius,  II,  E,,  iii.  25;  Epiphanius,  Har.,  xxx.  13;  Hieron.,  Adv, 
Pelag.y  iii.  i,  ad  Matt.  vi.  11,  xii.  13,  xxiii.  35  ;  Theodoret,  Hceret,  Fab.,\\.  2 ; 
Ambrose,  Proem,  Ev,  Luca, 
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we  have  already  referred,  which  is  said  by  Origen  to  be  in  the 
work  called  the  Teaching  of  Peter'  (AiSax^^  Hirpov),  but  Jerome 
states  that  it  is  taken  from  the  Hebrew  Gospel  of  the  Nazarenes.' 
Delitzsch  finds  traces  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews 
before  a.d.  130  in  the  Talmud.3  Eusebius*  informs  us  that 
Papias  narrated  a  story  regarding  a  woman  accused  before  the 
Lord  of  many  sins  which  was  contained  in  the  Gospel  according 
to  the  Hebrews.  5  The  same  writer  likewise  states  that  Hegesippus, 
who  came  to  Rome  and  commenced  his  public  career  under 
Anicetus,  quoted  from  the  same  Gospel.^  The  evidence  of  this 
"ancient  and  apostolic"  man  is  very  important,  for,  although  he 
evidently  attaches  great  value  to  tradition,  does  not  seem  to 
know  of  any  canonical  Scriptures  of  the  New  Testament,  and,  like 
Justin,  apparently  rejected  the  Apostle  Paul,  he  still  regarded  the 
Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews  with  respect,  and  probably 
made  exclusive  use  of  it.  The  best  critics  consider  that  this 
Gospel  was  the  evangelical  work  used  by  the  author  of  the 
Clementine  Homilies.  Cerinthus  and  Carpocrates  made  use  of 
a  form  of  it,  7  and  there  is  good  reason  to  suppose  that  Tatian, 
like  his  master  Justin,  used  the  same  Gospel ;  indeed,  his  Diates- 
saron^  we  are  told,  was  by  some  called  the  Gospel  according  to 
the  Hebrews.^  Clement  of  Alexandria  quotes  it  as  an  authority, 
with  quite  the  same  respect  as  the  other  Gospels.  He  says :  "  So 
also  in  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews  :  *  He  who  wonders 
shall  reign,'  it  is  written,  *and  he  who  reigns  shall  rest.' "9  A  form 
of  this  Gospel,  "according  to  the  Egyptians,"  is  quoted  in  the 
second  Episde  of  pseudo-Clement  of  Rome,  as  we  are  informed 
by  the  Alexandrian  Clement,  who  likewise  quotes  the  same 
passage.  *°  Origen  frequently  made  use  of  the  Gospel  according 
to  the  Hebrews,"  and  that  it  long  enjoyed  great  consideration  in 

»  De  Princip,  Prafi,  §  8. 

•  Hieron.,  Proem,  in  Esaice,  xviii.,  De  Vir,  III.^  16;  cf.  Fabridus,  Cod, 
Apocr,  N.  7*. ,  i. ,  p.  359  f.  A  similar  passage  was  in  the  Kijpiry/to  11  er/wu. 
cf.  Hilgenfeld,  IHe  Ew.  fustitCsy  p.  249.     Credner,  Beitrage^  i. ,  p.  407  f. 

3  TracL  Sabbath,  f.  116;  Delitzsch,  N.  Unters,  Emt.  kan,  Ew,,  p.  18. 
•     *  Eusebius,  ff,  E,,  iii.  39. 

s  This  is  generally  believed  to  be  the  episode  inserted  in  the  fourth  Gospel, 
viii.  i-ii,  but  not  originally  belonging  to  it. 

•  Eusebius,  H.  E.,  iv.  22. 

7  Epiphanius,  ffar.,  xxvii.  5,  cf.   xxx.   26,  xxx.   14.     Cf.  De  Wette,  Eini. 
N,  T.,  p.  116  f.,  119;  Schwegler,  Das  nachap.  Zeit.,  i.,  p.  204. 
'  Epiphanius,  H<tr.y  xlvi.  i. 

•  5  jciv  ry  Koff  *E^paUvt  evarryeXU^  **  d  OavfjAaai  /ScurtXevVet,"  y^yparrai, 
**icoi  0  ^cunXeuffos  dpavavSi/iacTat.       Clem.  Al.,  Strom.,  ii.  9,  §  45. 

'^^  2  Ep,  ad  Corinth.,  xii.  ;  cf.  Clem.  AL,  Strom.,  iii.  9,  §  13. 

"  Evangelium    quoque,    quod   appellatur    secuftdum    Hebraos quo  et 

Origenes  sape  utitur,  Hieron.  De  Vir,  III,,  2  ;  Origen,  in  Joh,,  vol.  iv.,  63, 
Matt.  zix.  19,  vol.  iii.,  p.  771,  etc. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


264  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 


the  Church  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  Theodoret  found  it  in 
circulation  not  only  amongst  heretics,  but  also  amongst  orthodox 
Christian  communities ;'  and  even  in  the  fourth  century  Eusebius 
records  doubts  as  to  the  rank  of  this  Gospel  amongst  Christian 
books,  speaking  of  it  under  the  second  class  in  which  some 
reckoned  the  Apocalypse  of  John.^  Later  still  Jerome  translated 
it  ;3  whilst  Nicephorus  inserts  it,  in  his  Stichometry,  not  amongst 
the  Apocrypha,  but  amongst  the  Antilegomena,  or  merely  doubtful 
books  of  the  New  Testament,  along  with  the  Apocalypse  of  John. 
In  such  repute  was  this  Gospel  amongst  the  earliest  Christian 
communities  that  it  was  generally  believed  to  be  the  original  of 
the  Greek  Gospel  of  Matthew.  Irenaeus  states  that  the  Ebionites 
used  solely  the  Gospel  according  to  Matthew  and  reject  the 
Apostle  Paul,  asserting  that  he  was  an  apostate  from  the  law.< 
We  know  from  statements  regarding  the  Ebionitess  that  this 
Gospel  could  not  have  been  our  Gospel  according  to  Matthew, 
and  besides  both  Clement^  of  Alexandria  and  Origen7  call  it  the 
Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews.  Eusebius,  however,  still  more 
clearly  identifies  it,  as  we  have  seen  above.  Repeating  the 
statements  of  Irenaeus,  he  says:  "These  indeed  [the  Ebionites] 
thought  that  all  the  Epistles  of  the  Apostle  [Paul]  should  be 
rejected,  calling  him  an  apostate  from  the  law;  makmg  use  only 
of  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,  they  took  little 
account  of  the  rest."^  Epiphanius  calls  both  the  Gospel  of  the 
Ebionites  and  of  the  Nazarenes  the  "  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews,"  and  also  the  Gospel  according  to  Matthew,^  as  does 
also  Theodoret.***  Jerome  translated  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews  both  into  Greek  and  Latin,"  and  it  is  clear  that  his 
belief  was  that  this  Gospel,  a  copy  of  which  he  found  in  the 
library  collected  at  Caesarea  by  the  Martyr  Pamphilus  (t309),  was 
the  Hebrew  original  of  Matthew ;  and  in  support  of  this  view  he 
points  out  that  it  did  not  follow  the  version  of  the  LXX.  in  its 
quotations  from  the  Old  Testament,  but  quoted  directly  from  the 


'  Fab,  Har.i  i.  20;  cf.  Epiphanius,  ZT^rr. ,  xlvi.  I. 

*  Eusebius,  H.E.y  iii.  25.  It  is  very  doubtful  indeed  whether  he  does  not  say 
ihat  some  class  it  amongst  the  6tio\oycn'>ii€vaf  whilst  himself  placing  it  in  the 
second  class.  Cf.  Guericke,  Gesammtgesch,  N,  T'.,  p.  219;  Schwegler,  Das 
nachap.  Zeitalter^  i.,  p.  211,  anm.  I. 

3  De  Vir,  III.,  2.  *  Adv,  Har,,  i.  26,  §  2 ;  cf.  iii.  12,  §  7. 

5  Origen,  Contra  Cels,^  v.  61  ;  Eusebius,  H.  E.^  iii.  27. 

6  Strom,,  ii.  9,  §  45. 

'  \nJoh,  t.  ii.  6  (Op.  iv.,  p.  63  f.),  Horn,  in  Jerem.,  xv.  4 ;  cf.  Hieron.,  in 
Mich.  vii.  6  ;  in  Es.  xl.  12,  De  Vir,  III.,  2.  *  H.  E.,  iii.  27. 

9  Har.y  XXX.  3  ;  cf.  Har.  xxix.  9,  xxx.  14.  '°  Hter.  Fab.,  ii.  i. 

"  Evangelium  quoque,  quod appellatur  secundum  Hebraos,  eta  me  nuper  in 
gracum  latinumque  sermonem  tratisltUum  est,  quo  et  Origenes  sape  utitur,  etc. 
Hieron.,  De  Vir.  III.  2  ;  cf.  Adv.  Pelag.,  i. 
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Hebrew.'  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  argue  that,  later,  Jerome 
became  doubtful  of  this  view,  but  it  seems  to  us  that  this  is  not 
the  case,  and  certainly  Jerome  in  his  subsequent  writings  states 
that  it  was  generally  held  to  be  the  original  of  Matthew.^*  That 
this  Gospel  was  not  identical  with  the  Greek  Matthew  is  evident 
both  from  the  quotations  of  Jerome  and  others,  and  also  from  the 
fact  that  Jerome  considered  it  worth  while  to  translate  it  twice. 
If  the  Greek  Gospel  had  been  an  accurate  translation  of  it,  of 
course  there  could  not  have  been  inducement  to  make  another. 
As  we  shall  hereafter  see,  the  belief  was  universal  in  the  early 
Church  that  Matthew  wrote  his  Gospel  in  Hebrew.  Attempts 
have  been  made  to  argue  that  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews  was  first  written  in  Greek  and  then  translated  into 
Hebrew,  but  the  reasons  advanced  seem  quite  insufficient  and 
arbitrary,  and  it  is  contradicted  by  the  whole  tradition  of  the 
Fathers. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  our  purpose  to  enter  fully  here  into  the 
question  of  the  exact  relation  of  our  canonical  Gospel  according 
to  Matthew  to  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews.  It  is 
sufficient  for  us  to  point  out  that  we  meet  with  the  latter  before 
Matthew's  Gospel,  and  that  the  general  opinion  of  the  early 
Church  was  that  it  was  the  original  of  the  canonical  Gospel.  This 
opinion,  as  Schwegler3  remarks,  is  supported  by  the  fact  that 
tradition  assigns  the  origin  of  both  Gospels  to  Palestine,  and  that 
both  were  intended  for  Jewish  Christians,  and  exclusively  used  by 
them.  That  the  two  works,  however  originally  related,  had  by 
subsequent  manipulation  become  distinct,  although  still  amidst 
much  variation  preserving  some  substantial  affinity,  cannot  be 
doubted ;  and,  in  addition  to  the  evidence  already  cited,  we  may 
point  out  that  in  the  Stichometry  of  Nicephorus  the  Gospel 
according  to  Matthew  is  said  to  have  2,500  orixo*,  whilst  that 
according  to  the  Hebrews  has  only  2,200. 

Whether  this  Gospel  formed  one  of  the  writings  of  the  irokXoi 
of  Luke  it  is  not  our  purpose  to  inquire ;    but  enough  has  been 

'  Porro  ipsum  hebrauum  (Afatihai)  habetur  usque  hodie  in  CiBsartensi 
bibliothtca  quam  Pampkilus  martyr  stucHosissime  anifecitf  mihi  quoque 
a  Nazarais  qui  in  Serosa^  urbe  Syria  hoc  volumine  utuntur^  describmdi 
facultas  fuilf  in  quo  animadvertendum^  quod  ubicunqtu  Evangclista  sive 
ex  persona  Domini  Sahvatoris  veteris  Scriptura  testimoniis  uliiur,  n4>n 
sequaiur  LXX   trcmslatorum    auctoritatem    sed   hebraicartiy   etc.     De    Vir, 

ilL.  3. 

*  In  Evangelio  juxta  Hebneos  quod  Chaldaico  quidem  Syroque  sermone  sed 
hebraicis  Uteris  scriptum  est,  quo  utuntur  usque  hodie  Nazareni  secundum 
Apostolcs,  sive  ut  p/erique  aatumant  juxta  MeUthceum  quod  et  in  Casariensi 
habetur  Bibliotheca^  narrai  historia^  etc.  Hieron.,  Adv,  Pelag,^  iii.  2  ;  cC 
Comment,  in  Esaia^  xi.  2,  ad.  Matt.  xii.  13. 

3  Das  nachap,  Zeitaiter,  i.,  p.  241. 
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said  to  prove  that  it  was  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  most  valued 
evangelical  works,  and  to  show  the  probability  that  Justin  Martyr, 
a  Jewish  Christian  living  amongst  those  who  are  known  to  have 
made  exclusive  use  of  this  Gospel,  may  well,  like  his  contemporary 
Hegesippus,  have  used  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews ; 
and  this  probability  is,  as  we  have  seen,  greatly  strengthened  by 
the  fact  that  many  of  his  quotations  agree  with  passages  which  we 
know  to  have  been  contained  in  it ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand, 
almost  all  differ  from  our  Gospels,  presenting  generally,  however,  a 
greater  affinity  to  the  Gospel  according  to  Matthew,  as  we  might 
expect,  than  to  the  other  two.  It  is  clear  that  the  title  "  Gospel 
according  to  the  Hebrews "  cannot  have  been  its  actual  super- 
scription, but  merely  was  a  name  descriptive  of  the  readers  for 
whom  it  was  prepared,  or  amongst  whom  it  chiefly  circulated,  and 
it  is  most  probable  that  it  originally  bore  no  other  title  than  "  The 
Gospel "  (to  €vayykkLov\  to  which  were  added  the  different 
designations  under  which  we  find  it  known  amongst  different  com- 
munities.' We  have  already  seen  that  Justin  speaks  of  "The 
Gospel,"  and  seems  to  refer  to  the  Memoirs  of  Peter^  both 
distinguishing  appellations  of  this  Gospel ;  but  there  is  another  of 
the  names  borne  by  the  "  (jospel  according  to  the  Hebrews," 
which  singularly  recalls  the  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles^  by  which 
Justin  prefers  to  call  his  evangelical  work.  It  was  called  the  Gospel 
according  to  the  Apostles  (evayycXtov  Kara  rov^  diroaToA,ovs), 
and,  in  short,  comparing  Justin's  Memoirs  with  this  Gospel,  we  find 
at  once  similarity  of  contents,  and  even  of  name." 

It  is  not  necessary,  however,  for  the  purposes  of  this  examina- 
tion to  dwell  more  fully  upon  the  question  as  to  what  specific 
Gospel,  now  no  longer  extant,  Justin  employed.  We  have  shown 
that  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  made  use  of  any  of  our  Gospels, 
and  he  cannot,  therefore,  be  cited  even  to  prove  their  existence, 
and  much  less  to  attest  the  authenticity  and  character  of  records 
whose  authors  he  does  not  once  name.  On  the  other  hand,  it  has 
been  made  evident  that  there  were  other  Gospels,  now  lost,  but 
which  then  enjoyed  the  highest  consideration,  from  which  his 
quotations  might  have  been,  and  probably  were,  taken.  We  have 
seen  that  Justin's  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles  contained  facts  of  Gospel 
history  unknown  to  our  Gospels,  which  were  contained  in  apocry- 
phal works,  and  notably  in  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews  ; 

*  Schwegler,  Das  nachap,  ZeUaitery  i.,  p.  202  ;  Baur,  Unters,  kan,  Ew.y 

p.  573- 

=*  Schw^ler  rightly  remarks  that  if  it  can  be  shown  that  Justin  even  once 
made  use  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,  or  any  other  uncanonical 
source,  there  is  no  ground  for  asserting  that  he  may  not  always  have  done  so. 
D%s  nachap,  Zeit^  i.,  p.  229  f.  ;  Credner,  Beitrdge^  i.,  p.  229 ;  Hilgenfeld,  Die 
Ew.fustifCsy  p.  256  f. 
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that  they  further  contained  matter  contradictory  to  our  Gospels, 
and  sayings  of  Jesus  not  contained  in  them  ;  and  that  his  quota- 
tions, although  so  numerous,  systematically  vary  from  similar 
passages  in  our  Gospels.  No  theory  of  quotation  from  memory 
can  satisfactorily  account  for  these  phenomena,  and  the  reasonable 
conclusion  is  that  Justin  did  not  make  use  of  our  Gospels,  but 
quoted  from  another  source.  In  no  case  can  the  testimony  of 
Justin  afford  the  requisite  support  to  the  Gospels  as  records  of 
miracles  and  of  a  Divine  Revelation. 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

HEGESIPPUS — PAPIAS   OF    HIERAPOLIS 

We  now  turn  to  Hegesippus,  one  of  the  contemporaries  of  Justin, 
and,  like  him,  a  Palestinian  Jewish  Christian.  Most  of  our 
information  regarding  him  is  derived  from  Eusebius,  who  fortu- 
nately gives  rather  copious  extracts  from  his  writings.  H^esippus 
was  born  in  Palestine,  of  Jewish  parents,'  and  in  all  probability 
belonged  to  the  primitive  community  of  Jerusalem.  In  order  to 
make  himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  Church, 
he  travelled  widely  and  came  to  Rome  when  Anicetus  was  Bishop. 
Subsequently  he  wrote  a  work  of  historical  Memoirs,  vTro/xv/jfrnra, 
in  five  books,  and  thus  became  the  first  ecclesiastical  historian  of 
Christianity.  This  work  is  lost,  but  portions  have  been  preserved 
to  us  by  Eusebius,  and  one  other  fragment  is  also  extant.  It  must 
have  been,  in  part  at  least,  written  after  the  succession  of 
Eleutherus  to  the  Roman  bishopric  (a.d.  177-193),  as  that  event 
is  mentioned  in  the  book  itself,  and  his  testimony  is  allowed  by  all 
critics  to  date  from  an  advanced  period  of  the  second  half  of  the 
second  century. 

The  testimony  of  Hegesippus  is  of  great  value,  not  only  as  that 
of  a  man  bom  near  the  primitive  Christian  tradition,  but  also  as 
that  of  an  intelligent  traveller  amongst  many  Christian  com- 
munities. Eusebius  evidently  held  him  in  high  estimation  as 
recording  the  unerring  tradition  of  the  Apostolic  preaching  in  the 
most  simple  style  of  composition,^  and  as  a  writer  of  authority  who 
was  **  contemporary  with  the  first  successors  of  the  Apostles  "3 
(hrl  TTJs  Trpdrnjs  twv  aTrooToAoiv  yevofxevos  SiaSox^s).  Any 
indications,  therefore,  which  we  may  derive  from  information 
regarding  him,  and  from  the  fragments  of  his  writings  which 
survive,  must  be  of  peculiar  importance  for  our  inquiry. 

As  might  have  been  expected  from  a  convert  from  Judaism^ 
(TTCTTMrrcv/cws  €^  ^EPpaiu>v),  we  find  in  H^esippus  manifest 
evidences  of  general  tendency  to  the  Jewish  side  of  Christianity, 
For  him,  "  James,  the  brother  of  the  Ix)rd,"  was  the  chief  of  the 

'  Eusebius,  //.  E,j  iv.  22. 

'  rij¥   dirXaprj   irapdSwriP  tw    axwrroXiKW  Kripvy/JMTOS   aTXcvardry  (rvPTa^ti 
ypa<f>rjs  inrofiPTjfiaTiadfiepoSj  k.t.X.     Eusebius,  H.  jS.,  iv.  8. 
3  Eusebius,  JI.  E,,  ii.  23  ;  cf.  Hieron.  De  Vir,  Ill.y  22. 
*  Eusebius,  H.  E,,  iv.  22. 
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Apostles,  and  he  states  that  he  had  received  the  government  of 
the  Church  after  the  death  of  Jesus.'  The  account  which  he  gives 
of  him  is  remarkable.  "  He  was  holy  from  his  mother's  womb. 
He  drank  neither  wine  nor  strong  drink,  nor  ate  he  any  living 
thing.  A  razor  never  went  upon  his  head,  he  anointed  not 
himself  with  oil,  and  did  not  use  a  bath.  He  alone  was  allowed 
to  enter  into  the  Holies.  For  he  did  not  wear  woollen  garments, 
but  linen.  And  he  alone  entered  into  the  Sanctuary,  and  was 
wont  to  be  found  upon  his  knees  seeking  forgiveness  on  behalf  of 
the  people ;  so  that  his  knees  became  haxd  like  a  camel's,  through 
his  constant  kneeling  in  supplication  to  God,  and  asking  for 
forgiveness  for  the  people.  In  consequence  of  his  exceeding 
great  righteousness  he  was  called  Righteous  and  *  Oblias,'  that  is, 
Protector  of  the  people  and  Righteousness,  as  the  prophets 
declare  concerning  him,""  and  so  on.  Throughout  the  whole  of 
his  account  of  James,  Hegesippus  describes  him  as  a  mere  Jew, 
and  as  frequenting  the  temple,  and  even  entering  the  Holy  of 
Holies  as  a  Jewish  High  Priest.  Whether  the  account  be 
apocryphal  or  not  is  of  little  consequence  here ;  it  is  clear  that 
Hegesippus  sees  no  incongruity  in  it,  and  that  the  difference 
between  the  Jew  and  the  Christian  was  extremely  small.  The 
head  of  the  Christian  community  could  assume  all  the  duties  of 
the  Jewish  High  Priest,3  and  his  Christian  doctrines  did  not  offend 
more  than  a  small  party  amongst  the  Jews. 

We  are  not,  therefore,  surprised  to  find  that  his  rule  (Kavtov) 
of  orthodoxy  in  the  Christian  communities  which  he  visited  was 
"  the  Law,  the  Prophets,  and  the  Lord."  Speaking  of  the  result 
of  his  observations  during  his  travels,  and  of  the  succession  of 
Bishops  in  Rome,  he  says :  "  The  Corinthian  Church  has 
continued  in  the  true  faith  until  Primus,  now  Bishop  of  Corinth. 
I  conversed  with  him  on  my  voyage  to  Rome,  and  stayed  many  days 
with  the  Corinthians,  during  which  time  we  were  refreshed  together 
with  true  doctrine.  Arrived  in  Rome,  I  composed  the  succession 
until  Anicetus,  whose  deacon  was  Eleutherus.  After  Anicetus 
succeeded  Soter,  and  afterwards  Eleutherus.  But  with  every 
succession,  and  in  every  city,  that  prevails  which  the  Law,  and 
the  Prophets,  and  the  Lord  enjoin."^  The  test  of  true  doctrine 
(6f}66^  Xjoyos)  with  Hegesippus,  as  with  Justin,  therefore,  is  no 
New  Testament  Canon,  which  does  not  yet  exist  for  him,  but  the 
Old  Testament,  the  only  Holy  Scriptures  which  he  acknowledges, 
and   the  words  of  the  Lord   himself,   which,  as  in  the  case  of 


'  Eusebius,  J/,  £,,  ii.  23.  *»  Euseb.,  J/,  E,,  ii.  23. 

3  Epiphanius  also  has  the  tradition  that  James  alone,  as  High  Priest,  once  a 
year  went  into  the  Holy  of  Holies.     Hier.,  Ixxyiii.  13  ;  cf.  14  ;  xxix.  4. 
*  Eusebiiis,  H,  E.,  iv.  22. 
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Jewish  Christians  like  Justin,  were  held  to  be  established 
by,  and  in  direct  conformity  with,  the  Old  Testament.  He 
carefully  transmits  the  unerring  tradition  of  apostolic  preaching 
(rrfv  aTrAavT/  irapaSocnv  rov  aTrooTokiKov  KrjpvyfjoLTos),  but  he 
apparently  knows  nothing  of  any  canonical  series  even  of  apostolic 
epistles. 

The  care  with  which  Eusebius  searches  for  information  regard- 
ing the  books  of  the  New  Testament  in  early  writers,  and  his 
anxiety  to  produce  any  evidence  concerning  their  composition 
and  authenticity,  render  his  silence  upon  the  subject  almost  as 
important  as  his  distinct  utterance  when  speaking  of  such  a  man 
as  Hegesippus.  Now,  while  Eusebius  does  not  mention  that 
Hegesippus  refers  to  any  of  our  canonical  Gospels  or  Epistles,  he 
very  distinctly  states  that  he  made  use  in  his  writings  of  the 
"  Gospel  according   to   the  Hebrews  "  (ck  tc  tov  ica6^  'Eppaioxs 

evayy iXlov riva    rldrfa-tv).      It    may    be    well,    however,    to 

give  his  remarks  in  a  consecutive  form.  **  He  sets  forth  some 
matters  from  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews  and  the  Syriac, 
and  particularly  from  the  Hebrew  language,  showing  that  he  was  a 
convert  from  among  the  Hebrews,  and  other  things  he  records 
as  from  unwritten  Jewish  tradition.  And  not  only  he,  but  also 
Irenseus,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  ancients,  called  the  Proverbs 
of  Solomon  :  all-virtuous  Wisdom.  And  regarding  the  so-called 
Apocrypha,  he  states  that  some  of  them  had  been  forged  in  his 
own  time  by  certain  heretics."' 

It  is  clear  that  Eusebius,  who  quotes  with  so  much  care  the 
testimony  of  Papias,  a  man  of  whom  he  speaks  disparagingly, 
regarding  the  composition  of  the  first  two  Gospels,  would  not  have 
neglected  to  have  availed  himself  of  the  evidence  of  Hegesippus, 
for  whom  he  has  so  much  respect,  had  that  writer  furnished  him 
with  any  opportunity,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  found  no 
facts  concerning  the  origin  and  authorship  of  our  Gospels  in  his 
writings.  It  is,  on  the  other  hand,  reasonable  to  infer  that 
Hegesippus  exclusively  made  use  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews,  together  with  unwritten  tradition.  In  the  passage 
regarding  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,  as  even  Lardner' 
conjectures,  the  text  of  Eusebius  is  in  all  probability  confused,  and 
he  doubtless  said  what  Jerome  later  found  to  be  the  fact,  that 
"  the  Gospel  aqpording  to  the  Hebrews  is  written  in  the  Chaldaic 
and  Syriac  (or  Syro-Chaldaic)  language,  but  with  Hebrew 
characters. "3     It  is  in  this  sense  that  Rufinus  translates  it.     It 

^  H.  E.y  iv.  22. 

"  Credibility^  etc.,  Works,  ii.,  p.  144. 

3  In  Evangelio  juxta  Hebraos  quod  Chaldaico  ^uidem  Syroque  sermofu  sed 
hebraicis  Uteris  scriptum  est,  etc.     Adv.  Peiag.y  hi.  I. 
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may  not  be  inappropriate  to  point  out  that  fragments  of  the 
Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews  which  have  been  preserved 
show  the  same  tendency  to  give  some  pre-eminence^  to  James 
amongst  the  Apostles  which  we  observe  in  Hegesippus.'  It  has 
been  argued  by  a  few  that  the  words,  "  and  regarding  the  so-called 
Apocrypha,  he  states  that  some  of  them  had  been  forged  in  his 
own  times  by  certain  heretics,"  are  contradictory  to  his  attributing 
authority  to  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,  or  at  least  that 
they  indicate  some  distinction  amongst  Christians  between  recog- 
nised and  apocryphal  works.  The  apocryphal  works  referred  to, 
however,  are  clearly  Old  Testament  Apocrypha."  The  words  are 
introduced  by  the  statemeut  that  Hegesippus  records  matters  "  as 
from  unwritten  Jewish  tradition,"  and  then  proceeds,  "and  not 
only  he,  but  also  Irenaeus  and  the  whole  body  of  the  ancients, 
called  the  Proverbs  of  Solomon:  all-virtuous  wisdom."  Then 
follow  the  words,  "  And  with  regard  to  the  so-called  Apocrypha," 
etc.,  evidently  passing  from  the  work  just  mentioned  to  the  Old 
Testament  Apocrypha,  several  of  which  stand  also  in  the  name  of 
Solomon,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  amongst  these  were 
included  the  Ascensio  Esaice  and  the  Apocalypsis  Elice^  to  which  is 
referred  a  passage  which  Hegesippus,  in  a  fragment  preserved  by 
Photius,3  strongly  repudiates.  As  Hegesippus  does  not,  so  far  as 
we  know,  mention  any  canonical  work  of  the  New  Testament,  but 
takes  as  his  rule  of  faith  the  Law,  the  Prophets,  and  the  words  of 
the  Lord,  probably  as  he  finds  them  in  the  Gospel  according  to 
the  Hebrews,  quotes  also  Jewish  tradition  and  discusses  the 
Proverbs  of  Solomon,  the  only  possible  conclusion  at  which  we 
can  reasonably  arrive  is  that  he  spoke  of  Old  Testament  Apocrypha- 
There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  Eusebius  would  have  recorded 
his  repudiation  of  New  Testament  "  Apocrypha,"  regarding  which 
he  so  carefully  collects  information,  and  his  consequent  recognition 
of  New  Testament  canonical  works  implied  in  such  a  distinction. 

We  must  now  see  how  far  in  the  fragments  of  the  works  of 
Hegesippus  which  have  been  preserved  to  us  there  are  references 
to  assist  our  inquiry.  In  his  account  of  certain  surviving  members 
of  the  family  of  Jesus  who  were  brought  before  Domitian, 
Hegesippus  says :  "  For  Domitian  feared  the  appearing  of  the 
Christ  as  much  as  Herod. "^  It  has  been  argued  that  this  may  be 
an  allusion  to  the  massacre  of  the  children  by  Herod  related  in 

*  Cf.  Hieron.  De  Vir.  Ill,,  2. 

*  Even  Dr.  Westcolt  admits  :  "  There  is  indeed  nothing  to  show  distinctly 
that  he  refers  to  the  apocryphal  books  of  the  New  Testament,  but  there  is 
nothing  to  limit  his  words  to  the  Old"  {On  the  Canorty  p.  184). 

'    ■^"-  '  -      "  '^       ■     p.  281  f. 

Rptbdris.     Euseb.,  If,  E,^ 
iii.  20. 


3  BibL,  232  ;  cf.  Routh,  Reliq,  Sa^ray  1846,  i.,  p. 
*  e^fieiTo  yiip  ttjp  vapowrlay  rov  Xptarov,  wf  koI  H 
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Matt,  ii.,  more  especially  as  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  parallel 
account  to  that  contained  in  the  first  two  chapters  of  the  first 
Gospel  existed  in  the  oldest  forms  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews.'  But  the  tradition  which  has  been  preserved  in  our 
first  Synoptic  may  have  formed  part  of  many  other  evangelical 
works,  in  one  shape  or  another,  and  certainly  cannot  be  claimed 
with  reason  exclusively  for  that  Gospel.  This  argument,  there- 
fore, has  no  weight,  and  it  obviously  rests  upon  the  vaguest 
conjecture. 

The  principal  passages  which  apologists"  adduce  as  references 
to  our  Gospels  occur  in  the  account  which  Hegesippus  gives  of 
the  martyrdom  of  James  the  Just.  The  first  of  these  is  the  reply 
which  James  is  said  to  have  made  to  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  : 
"  Why  do  ye  ask  me  concerning  Jesus  the  Son  of  Man  ?  He  sits 
in  heaven  on  the  right  hand  of  great  power,  and  is  about  to  come 
on  the  clouds  of  heaven. "3  This  is  compared  with  Matt.  xxvi.  64  : 
"  From  this  time  ye  shall  see  the  Son  of  Man  sitting  on  the  right 
hand  of  power  and  conning  on  the  clouds  of  heaven."*  It  is  not 
necessary  to  point  out  the  variations  between  these  two  passages, 
which  are  obvious.  If  we  had  not  the  direct  intimation  that 
Hegesippus  made  use  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews, 
which  no  doubt  contained  this  passage,  it  would  be  apparent 
that  a  man  who  valued  tradition  so  highly  might  well  have 
derived  it  from  that  source.  This  is  precisely  one  of  those 
sayings  which  were  most  current  in  the  early  Church,  whose 
hope  and  courage  were  sustained  amid  persecution  and  suffer- 
ing by  such  Chiliastic  expectations,  with  which,  according  to 
the  apostolic  injunction,  they  comforted  each  other,  s  In  any  case, 
the  words  do  not  agree  with  the  passage  in  the  first  Gospel ;  and 
with  such  discrepancy,  without  any  evidence  that  Hegesippus 
knew  anything  of  our  Gospels,  but,  on  the  contrary,  with 
the  knowledge  that  he  made  use  of  the  Gospel  according  to 
the  Hebrews,  we  must  decide  that  any  such  quotations  must  rather 
be  derived  from  it  than  from  our  Gospels. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  anything  regarding  the  phrase, 
"  for  we  and  all  the  people  testify  to  thee  that  thou  art  just,  and 
that   thou   respectest    not   persons."^     Dr.  Westcott   points  out 

'  Cf.  Epiphanios,  Hctr,^  xxix.  9;  Hieron.,  De  Vir.  IlL^^y  Comm.  ad  Matt, 
ii.  6,  xii.  13,  ad  Es.  xi.  i  ;  ad  Habac.,  iii.  3. 

"  Westcott,  On  the  Cattony  p.  182,  note  4. 

^  Tl  M^  ^vcpurraTc  irepl  ^Irjcw  tov  vUw  tw  dpdpiSnrov  ;  koI  aJrbs  KadriroL  iv  rtp 
9u(MM^  iK  5e^«i>y  rrjs  fieydXrfs  ^wo/acwj,  koI  fjteXKei  €pxf<Tdai  iirl  twv  v€<f>€KQv  toC 
oOfHUKw.     Euseb.,  H,  £,,  ii.  23. 

*  dx'  Afyri  6\f/€<rd€  rhv  vlhv  tw  dpdpiinrov  KaOrjfiepOP  ex  de^ttav  riji  Svpdfietai  Kal 
ipxl^f-^ifov  iirl  tQw  pcipeXuf  rmi  oOpcww,     Matt.  xxvi.  64. 

s  I  Thess.  iv.  18.  ^  Euseb.,  If.  £,,  ii   23. 
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that  Kol  ov  Aaft^v€48  irpwnMrov  only  occurs  in  Luke  xx.  21, 
and  Galatians  iL  6 ;'  but  the  similarity  of  this  single  phrase,  which 
is  not  given  as  a  quotation,  but  in  a  historical  form  put  into  the 
mouth  of  those  who  are  addressing  James,  cannot  be  accepted 
as  evidence  of  a  knowledge  of  Luke.  The  episode  of  the 
tribute  money  is  generally  ascribed  to  the  oldest  form  of 
the  Gospel  history,  and,  although  the  other  two  Synoptics^  read 
j8A.€xrets  €.ls  for  Aa/i/8av€ts,  there  is  no  ground  for  asserting 
that  some  of  the  iroWoL  who  preceded  Luke  did  not  use  the 
latter  form,  and  as  little  for  asserting  that  it  did  not  so  stand,  for 
instance,  in  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews.  The  employ- 
ment of  the  same  expression  in  the  Epistle,  moreover,  at  once 
deprives  the  Gospel  of  any  individuality  in  its  use. 

Hegesippus  represents  the  dying  James  as  kneeling  down  and 
praying  for  those  who  were  stoning  him  :  "  I  beseech  (thee),  Lord 
God  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they   know  not  what   they   do" 

(IlapGUCaXlil,       KU/D(€        0€€        TTttTCp,        oU^€S        ttVTOtS*       OV        yclp      Ot&UTt 

Ti  xotoixrti/).3  This  is  compared  with  the  prayer  which  Luke* 
puts  into  the  mouth  of  Jesus  on  the  cross:  "Father,  forgive 
them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do"  (naT€/),  a^s  avroisr 
ov  yap  oiSaa-Lv  tC  toioxxtlv^  and  it  is  assumed  from  this 
partial  coincidence  that  Hegesippus  was  acquainted  with  the  third 
of  our  canonical  Grospels.  We  are  surprised  to  see  an  able  and 
accomplished  critic  like  Hilgenfeld  adopting  such  a  conclusion 
without  either  examination  or  argum^t  of  any  kind.s  Such  a 
deduction  is  totally  unwarranted  by  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  if 
the  partial  agreement  of  a  passage  in  such  a  Father  with  a 
historical  expression  in  a  Gospel  which,  alone  out  of  many 
previously  existent,  has  come  down  to  us  can  be  considered  evi- 
dence of  the  acquaintance  of  the  Father  with  that  particular 
Gospel,  the  function  of  criticism  is  at  an  end. 

It  may  here  be  observed  that  the  above  passage  of  Luke  xxiii. 
34  is  omitted  altogether  from  the  Vatican  MS.  and  Codex  D 
(Bezae),  and  in  the  Codex  Sinaiticus  its  position  is  of  a  very 
doubtful  character.^    The  Codex  Alexandrinus  which  contains  it 

<  On  the  CoHOHt  p.  182,  note  4.  *  Matt.  xxii.  16  ;  Mark  xii.  14. 

3  Euseb.,  H,  E.J  ii.  23.  -♦  xxiii.  34. 

5  Zeitschr.  wiss.  Theol.y  1863,  p.  354,  p.  360,  anm.  I  ;  Die  Ew,  JustitCs^ 
p.  369  ;  Der  Kanon^  p.  28.  In  each  of  these  places  the  bare  assertion  is 
made,  and  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  other  passages.  In  fact,  there  is 
merely  a  circle  of  references  to  mere  unargued  assumptions.  Bunsen  {Bibel- 
werkf  viii.,  p.  543)  repeats  the  assertion  of  Hilgenfeld,  and  refers  to  the 
passages  above,  where,  however,  as  we  have  stated,  no  attempt  whatever  is 
made  to  establish  the  truth  of  the  assumption.  Cf.  Scholten,  Die  alt,  Zeug- 
nissCt  p.  19 ;  Het  Paulin.  EvangtliCt  p.  3. 

*  The  passage  is  put  within  brackets  by  Lachmann,  and  within  double 
brackets  by  Westcott  and  Hort. 
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omits  the  word  irdrep,^  Luke's  Gospel  was  avowedly  composed 
after  many  other  similar  works  were  already  in  existence,  and  we 
know  from  our  Synoptics  how  closely  such  writings  often  followed 
each  other,  and  drew  from  the  same  sources.'  If  any  historical 
character  is  conceded  to  this  prayer  of  Jesus,  it  is  natural  to 
suppose  that  it  must  have  been  given  in  at  least  some  of  these 
numerous  Gospels  which  have  unfortunately  perished.  No  one 
could  reasonably  assert  that  our  third  Gospel  is  the  only  one 
which  ever  contained  the  passage.  It  would  be  unwarrantable  to 
affirm,  for  instance,  that  it  did  not  exist  in  the  Gospel  according 
to  the  Hebrews,  which  Hegesippus  employed.  On  the  supposition 
that  the  passage  is  historical,  which  apologists  at  least  will  not 
dispute,  what  could  be  more  natural  or  probable  than  that  such  a 
prayer,  "emanating  from  the  innermost  soul  of  Jesus, "3  should 
have  been  adopted  under  similar  circumstances  by  James  his 
brother  and  successor,  who  certainly  could  not  have  derived  it 
from  Luke.  The  tradition  of  such  words,  expressing  so  much  of 
the  original  spirit  of  Christianity,  setting  aside  for  the  moment 
written  Gospels,  could  scarcely  fail  to  have  remained  fresh  in  the 
mind  of  the  early  Church,  and  more  especially  in  the  primitive 
community  among  whom  they  were  uttered,  and  of  which  Hege- 
sippus was  himself  a  later  member;  and  they  would  certainly 
have  been  treasured  by  one  who  was  so  careful  a  collector  and 
transmitter  of  "  the  unerring  tradition  of  the  apostolic  preaching." 
No  saying  is  more  likely  to  have  been  preserved  by  tradition,  both 
from  its  own  character,  brevity,  and  origin,  and  from  the  circum- 
stances under  which  it  was  uttered,  and  there  can  be  no  reason 
for  limiting  it  amongst  written  records  to  Luke's  Gospel.  The 
omission  of  the  prayer  from  very  important  codices  of  Luke 
further  weakens  the  claim  of  that  Gospel  to  the  passage.  Beyond 
these  general  considerations,  however,  there  is  the  important  and 
undoubted  fact  that  the  prayer  which  Hegesippus  represents 
James  as  uttering  does  not  actually  agree  with  the  prayer  of  Jesus  in 
the  third  Gospel.  So  far  from  proving  the  use  of  Luke,  therefore,  this 
merely  fragmentary  and  partial  agreement,  on  the  contrary,  rather 
proves  that  he  did  not  know  that  Gospel,  for  on  the  supposition  of 
his  making  use  of  the  third  Synoptic  at  all  for  such  a  purpose,  and  not 
simply  giving  the  prayer  which  James  may  in  reality  have  uttered, 
why  did  he  not  quote  the  prayer  as  he  actually  found  it  in  Luke? 

'  The  Clementine  Homilies  give  the  prayer  of  Jesus  :  Hrfre/),  40€t  avroij 
tAs  iifMpTlas  WTUPy  K.T.X.     Hom.^  xi.  20. 

'  The  passage  we  are  considering  was  certainly  not  an  original  addition  by 
the  author  of  our  present  third  gospel,  but  was  derived  from  earlier  sources. 
Cf.  Ewald,  Die  drei  ersten  Ew,j  p.  150. 

3  **Ganz  aus  dem  innersien  Geiste  Jesus'  geschopfl."  Ewald,  Die  drei  erst. 
Ew.,  p.  361. 
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We  have  still  to  consider  a  fragment  of  Hegesippus  preserved  to 
us  by  Stephanos  Gobarus,  a  learned  monophysite  of  the  sixth 
century,  which  reads  as  follows :  "  That  the  good  things  prepared 
for  the  righteous  neither  eye  saw,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  entered  they 
into  the  heart  of  man.  Hegesippus,  however,  an  ancient  and 
iq)ostolic  man,  how  moved  I  know  not,  says  in  the  fifth  book  of 
his  Memoirs  that  these  words  are  vainly  spoken,  and  that  those 
who  say  these  things  give  the  lie  to  the  divine  writings  and  to  the 
Lord,  saying  :  *  Blessed  are  your  eyes  that  see,  and  your  ears  that 
hear,* "  etc,  OAaKapiot.  oi  6<l>6a\fioi  vfmv  ol  pXhrovreSi  koX  ra  cSra 
vfuav  rd.  aKovovroj  Kal  ra  l^^s).*  We  believe  that  we  have  here  an 
expression  of  the  strong  prejudice  against  the  Apostle  Paul  and 
his  teaching,  which  continued  for  so  long  to  prevail  amongst 
Jewish  Christians,  and  which  is  apparait  in  many  writings  of  that 
period.  The  quotation  of  Paul,  i  Cor.  ii.  9,  differs  materially 
from  the  Septuagint  version  of  the  passage  in  Isaiah  Ixiv.  4,  and, 
as  we  have  seen,  the  same  passage  quoted  by  Clement  of  Rome," 
differs  both  from  the  version  of  the  LXX.  and  from  the  epistle, 
although  closer  to  the  former.  Jerome,  however,  found  the 
passage  in  the  apocryphal  work  called  Ascensio  Esaia^^  and 
Origen,  Jerome,  and  others,  likewise  ascribe  it  to  the  Apocalypsis 
Elia,^  This,  however,  does  not  concern  us  here,  and  we  have 
merely  to  examine  the  "  saying  of  the  Lord,"  which  Hegesippus 
opposes  to  the  passage  :  "  Blessed  are  your  eyes  that  see  and  your 
ears  that  hear."  This  is  compared  with  Matt.  xiii.  16,  "But 
blessed  are  your  eyes,  for  they  see,  and  your  ears,  for  they  hear  " 
(ifjuav  S€  fULKaptoi  ol  6<l>$akfwl  mi  ^keTrowriVj  Kal  ra  cl>ra  vfmv  ori 
d#cov(nxr4v),  and  also  with  Luke  x.  23,  "  Blessed  are  the  eyes  which 
see  the  things  that  ye  see,"  etc.  We  need  not  point  out  that  the 
saying  referred  to  by  Hegesippus,  whilst  conveying  the  same  sense 
as  that  in  the  two  Gospels,  differs  from  them  both  as  they  do  from 
each  other,  and  as  we  might  expect  a  quotation  taken  from  a  different 
though  kindred  source,  like  the  (iospel  according  to  the  Hebrews, 
to  do.  The  whole  of  the  passages  which  we  have  examined, 
indeed,  exhibit  the  same  natural  variation. 

We  have  already  referred  to  the  expressions  of  Hegesippus 
regarding  the  heresies  in  the  early  Church  :  "  From  these  sprang 
the  false  Christs,  and  false  prophets,  and  false  apostiesy  who  divided 
the  unity  of  the  Church  by  corrupting  doctrines  concerning  God 
and  his  Christ."^  We  have  shown  how  this  recalls  quotations  in 
Justin  of  sayings  of  Jesus  foreign  to  our  Gospels,  in  common 
with   similar  expressions  in  the  Clementine  HomilieSy^  Apostolic 

*  Photius,  BibL  Cod.y  232,  col.  893. 

'  Ep,  ad  Corinth,  xxxiv.  3  Comm.  Es,^  Ixiv.  4. 

*  Cf.  Cotelerius,  Patr,  Apost,,  innctis  ad,  Constit,  Apost,^  vi.  16. 
s  Euseb.,  H,  E,,  iv.  22.  ^  xvi.  21. 
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Constitutions^^  and  Clementine  Recognitions^^  and  we  need  not 
discuss  the  matter  further.  This  community  of  reference,  in  a 
circle  known  to  have  made  use  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews,  to  matters  foreign  to  our  Synoptics,  furnishes  collateral 
illustration  of  the  influence  of  that  Gospel. 

Tischendorf,  who  so  eagerly  searches  for  every  trace,  real  or 
imaginary,  of  the  use  of  our  Gospels  and  of  the  existence  of  a  New 
Testament  Canon,  passes  over  in  silence,  with  the  exception  of  a 
short  note3  devoted  to  the  denial  that  Hegesippus  was  opposed  to 
Paul,  this  first  writer  of  Christian  Church  history,  whose  evidence, 
could  it  have  been  adduced,  would  have  been  so  valuable.  He 
does  not  pretend  that  Hegesippus  made  use  of  the  canonical 
Gospels,  or  knew  of  any  other  Holy  Scriptures  than  those  of  the 
Old  Testament ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  does  not  mention  that 
he  possessed,  and  quoted  from,  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews.  There  is  no  reason  for  supposing  that  Hegesippus 
found  a  New  Testament  Canon  in  any  of  the  Christian  commu- 
nities which  he  visited,  and  such  a  rule  of  faith  certainly  did  not 
yet  exist  in  Rome  in  a.d.  160-170.  There  is  no  evidence 
to  show  that  Hegesippus  recognised  any  other  evangelical 
work  than  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,  as  the  written 
source  of  his  knowledge  of  the  words  of  the  Lord. 

The  testimony  of  Papias  is  of  great  interest  and  importance  in 
connection  with  our  inquiry,  inasmuch  as  he  is  the  first  ecclesi- 
astical writer  who  mentions  the  tradition  that  Matthew  and  Mark 
composed  written  records  of  the  life  and  teaching  of  Jesus ;  but 
no  question  has  been  more  continuously  contested  than  that  of 
the  identity  of  the  works  to  which  he  refers  with  our  actual 
canonical  Gospels.  Papias  was  Bishop  of  Hierapolis,  in  Phrygia,* 
in  the  first  half  of  the  second  century,  and  is  said  to  have  suffered 
martyrdom  under  Marcus  Aurelius  about  a.d.  i 64-1 67.5  About 
the  middle  of  the  second  century  he  wrote  a  work  in  five  books, 
entitled  "  Exposition  of  the  Lord's  Oracles  "^  (Aoyiwv  /cvptoKoJi/ 
^$VyW^^)f  which,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  fragments  pre- 
served to  us  chiefly  by  Eusebius  and  Irenaeus,  is,  unfortunately, 
no  longer  extant.  In  the  preface  to  his  book  he  stated :  "  But  I 
shall  not  hesitate  also  to  set  beside  my  interpretations  all  that  I 
rightly  learnt  from  the  Presbyters,  and  rightly  remembered, 
earnestly  testifying  to  their  truth ;  for  I  was  not,  like  the  multitude, 
taking  pleasure  in  those  who  speak  much,  but  in  those  who  teach 

'  vi.  18  ;  cf.  18.  »  iv.  34. 

3  Wann  wurden^  u,  s.  w.,  p.  19. 

*  Eusebius,  ff.  E,,  iii.  36,  39;  Hieron.,  De  Vir,  III.,  18, 

5  Chron.  Pasck,,  i.  481.  ^  Euseb.,  H.  E,,  iii.  39. 
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the  truth ;  nor  in  those  who  relate  alien  commandments,  but  in 
those  who  record  those  delivered  by  the  Lord  to  the  faith,  and 
which  come  from  the  truth  itself.  If  it  happened  that  anyone 
came  who  had  followed  the  Presbyters,  I  inquired  minutely  after 
the  words  of  the  Presbyters,  what  Andrew  or  what  Peter  said,  or 
what  Philip  or  what  Thomas  or  James,  or  what  John  or  Matthew, 
or  what  any  other  of  the  disciples  of  the  Lord,  and  what  Aristion 
and  the  Presbyter  John,  the  disciples  of  the  Lord,  say ;  for  I  held 
that  what  was  to  be  derived  from  books  did  not  so  profit  me  as 
that  from  the  living  and  abiding  voice "'  (Ov  yap  ra  ck  rtov 
Pi^kiiav  TfxrovTov  fxe  ix}<f>€k€lv  VTrcAa/AjSavov,  wrov  to,  irapoi  foioTys 
<fHt>v7J^  Kal  fi€vovcn)s).  It  is  clear  from  this  that  Papias  preferred 
tradition  to  any  written  works  with  which  he  was  acquainted, 
that  he  attached  little  or  no  value  to  any  Gospels  with 
which  he  had  met,*  and  that  he  knew  nothing  of  canonical 
Scriptures  of  the  New  Testament.  His  work  was  evidently 
intended  to  furnish  a  collection  of  the  discourses  of  Jesus 
completed  from  oral  tradition,  with  his  own  expositions;  and 
this  is  plainly  indicated,  both  by  his  own  words  and  by  the  state- 
ments of  Eusebius,  who,  amongst  other  things,  mentions  that 
Papias  sets  forth  strange  parables  of  the  Saviour,  and  teachings 
of  his  from  unwritten  tradition  (ck  TrapaSoa-eays  dypd<l>ov),^  It 
is  not,  however,  necessary  to  discuss  more  closely  the  nature  of 
the  work,  for  there  is  no  doubt  that  written  collections  of  discourses 
of  Jesus  existed  before  it  was  composed,  of  which  it  is  probable 
he  made  use. 

The  most  interesting  part  of  the  work  of  Papias  which  is  pre- 
served to  us  is  that  relating  to  Matthew  and  Mark.  After  stating 
that  Papias  had  inserted  in  his  book  accounts  of  Jesus  given  by 
Aristion,  of  whom  nothing  is  known,  and  by  the  Presbyter  John, 
Eusebius  proceeds  to  extract  a  tradition  regarding  Mark  communi- 
cated by  the  latter.  There  has  been  much  controversy  as  to  the 
identity  of  the  Presbyter  John,  some  affirming  him  to  have  been 

'  Eusebius,  H.  E.^  Hi.  39. 

*  With  reference  to  the  last  sentence  of  Papias,  Tischendorf  asks  :  **  What 
books  does  he  refer  to  here,  perhaps  our  Gospels?  According  to  the 
expression  this  is  not  impossible,  but  from  the  whole  character  of  the  book  in 
the  highest  degree  improbable"  (IVann  wurden^  u.  s.  w.,  p.  109).  We 
know  little  or  nothing  of  the  **  whole  character"  of  the  book,  and  what  we 
do  know  is  contradictory  to  our  Gospels.  The  natural  and  only  reasonable 
course  is  to  believe  the  express  declaration  of  Papias,  more  especially  as  it  is 
made,  in  this  instance,  as  a  prefatory  statement  of  his  belief. 

3  If,  E,,  iii.  39.  Bleek  {EinL  N,  71,  1866,  p.  94),  Credner  {Beitrdge,  i., 
p.  23  f.;  Gesch,  N,  T,  Kan.^  p.  27  f.),  and  others,  consider  that  Papias  used 
oral  tradition  sokly  or  mainly  in  his  work.  Hilgenfeld  {ZeUsckr,  w,  TAeo/,, 
1875,  p.  238  f.;  Etn/.  N.  Zl,  1875,  p.  53  ff.)  and  others  suppose  that  the 
Hebrew  X^a  of  Matthew  were  the  basis  of  his  Exposition,  together  with 
tradition,  but  that  he  did  not  use  any  of  our  Gospels. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


278  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 

the  Apostle,  but  the  great  majority  of  critics  deciding  that  he  was 
a  totally  different  person.  Irenaeus,  who,  sharing  the  Chiliastic 
opinions  of  Papias,  held  him  in  high  respect,  boldly  calls  him 
"  the  hearer  of  John  "  (meaning  the  Apostle)  "  and  a  companion 
of  Polycarp"  (o  ^Itjdvvov  fJLCv  okovot^s,  IloXv/ca/wrou  8c  ertupo^ 
y€7ova>s);»  but  this  is  expressly  contradicted  by  Eusebius, 
who  points  out  that,  in  the  preface  to  his  book,  Papias  by  no 
means  asserts  that  he  was  himself  a  hearer  of  the  Apostles,  but 
merely  that  he  received  their  doctrines  from  those  who  had 
personally  known  them  ;*  and,  after  making  the  quotation  from 
Papias  which  we  have  given  above,  he  goes  on  to  point  out  that 
the  name  of  John  is  twice  mentioned — once  together  with  Peter, 
James,  and  Matthew  and  the  other  Apostles,  "  evidently  the  Evan- 
gelist," and  the  other  John  he  mentions  separately,  ranking  him 
amongst  those  who  are  not  Apostles,  and  placing  Aristion  before 
him,  distinguishing  him  clearly  by  the  name  of  Presbyter.3  He 
further  refers  to  the  statement  of  the  great  Bishop  of  Alexandria, 
Dionysius,^  that  at  Ephesus  there  were  two  tombs,  each  bearing 
the  name  of  John,  thereby  leading  to  the  inference  that  there  were 
two  men  of  the  name.5  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Papias 
himself,  in  the  passage  quoted,  mentions  two  persons  of  the  name 
of  John,  distinguishing  the  one  from  the  other,  and  classing  the 
one  amongst  the  Apostles  and  the  other  after  Aristion,  an  unknown 
"  disciple  of  the  Lord,"  and,  but  for  the  phrase  of  Irenaeus,  so 
characteristically  uncritical  and  assumptive,  there  probably  never 
would  have  been  any  doubt  raised  as  to  the  meaning  of  the 
passage.  The  question  is  not  of  importance  to  us,  and  we  may 
leave  it  with  the  remark  that  a  writer  who  suffered  martyrdom 
under  Marcus  Aurelius,  c.  a.d.  165,  can  scarcely  have  been  a  hearer 
of  the  Apostles.^ 

The  account  which  the  Presbyter  John  is  said  to  have  given  of 
Mark's  Gospel  is  as  follows  :  "  *  This  also  the  Presbyter  said  : 
Mark,  having  become  the  interpreter  of  Peter,  wrote  accurately 
whatever  he  remembered,  though  he  did  not  arrange  in  order  the 

'  Adv.  fftrr.y  v.  33,  §  4.  '  Eusebius,  J/.  £.,  iii.  39. 

3  Euseb.,  //.  E,,  iii.  39.     Cf.  Hieron.  De  Vir.  liL,  18. 

*  Ib.y  H,  E.,  vii.  Proem. 

5  Ib.y  vii.  25.     Cf.  Hieron.  De  Vir.  III.,  9. 

*  Ewald,  Gesck.  Volkes  Isr.^  vii.,  p.  226,  anm.  i  ;  Tischendorf,  W<mn 
wurdeity  u.  s.  w.j  p.  105.  Dr.  Lightfoot  ai|;ues  that  the  Chronicon  Paschale^ 
from  which  this  date  is  derived,  has  inserted  the  name  of  Papias  in  mistake 
for  Papylus,  which  stands  in  the  History  of  Eusebius  (iv.  15),  from  which,  he 
contends,  the  author  of  the  Chronicle  derived  his  information.  He,  there- 
fore, concludes  that  the  above  date  may  henceforth  be  dismissed,  and  at  once 
proceeds  in  a  singularly  arbitrary  manner  to  fix  dates  for  the  career  of  Papias 
which  he  considers  more  acceptable.  The  matter  does  not  require  elaborate 
argument  here.     Cf.  Lightfoot,  CorUentp.  Rev.,  1875,  p.  381  flF 
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things  which  were  either  said  or  done  by  Christ.  For  he  neither 
heard  the  Lord,  nor  followed  him;  but  afterwards,  as  I  said,' 
accompanied  Peter,  who  adapted  his  teaching  to  the  occasion,  and 
not  as  making  a  consecutive  record  of  the  Ix)rd's  oracles.  Mark, 
therefore,  committed  no  error  in  thus  writing  down  some  things  as 
he  remembered  them.  For  of  one  point  he  was  careful,  to  omit 
none  of  the  things  which  he  heard,  and  not  to  narrate  any  of 
them  falsely.'  These  facts  Papias  relates  concerning  Mark."* 
The  question  to  decide  is,  whether  the  work  here  described  is  our 
canonical  Gospel  or  not. 

The  first  point  in  this  account  is  the  statement  that  Mark  was 
the  interpreter  of  Peter  {kpfjLrjvevrqs  liirpov).  Was  he  merely 
the  secretary  of  the  Apostle,  writing  in  a  manner  from  his  dictation, 
or  does  the  passage  mean  that  he  translated  the  Aramaic  narrative 
of  Peter  into  Greek  ?  The  former  is  the  more  probable  supposi- 
tion, and  that  which  is  most  generally  adopted ;  but  the  question 
is  not  material  here.  The  connection  of  Peter  with  the  Gospel 
according  to  Mark  was  generally  affirmed  in  the  early  Church,  as 
was  also  that  of  Paul  with  the  third  Gospel,  3  with  the  evident 
purpose  of  claiming  apostolic  origin  for  all  the  canonical  Gospels.^ 
Irenaeus  says :  "After  their  (Peter  and  Paul)  decease,  Mark,  the 
disciple  and  interpreter  of  Peter,  delivered  to  us  in  writing  that 
which  had  been  preached  by  Peter,  "s  Eusebius  quotes  a  similar 
tradition  from  Clement  of  Alexandria,  embellished,  however,  with 

further  particulars.     He  says:   " The  cause  for  which   the 

Gospel  according  to  Mark  was  written  was  this  :  When  Peter  had 

*  Dr.  Lightfoot  (Cantemp,  Rev.,  1875,  p.  842),  in  the  coarse  of  a  highly 
fanciful  argument,  says,  in  reference  to  this  **as  I  said"  :  '*  It  is  quite  clear 
that  Papias  had  already  said  something  of  the  relations  existing  between  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Mark  previously  to  the  extract  which  gives  an  account  of  the 
Second  Gospel,  for  he  there  refers  back  to  a  preceding  notice."  It  is  quite 
clear  that  he  refers  back,  but  only  to  the  preceding  sentence,  in  which  he  **  had 
already  said  something  of  the  relations"  in  stating  the  &ct  that  ''Mark, 
having  become  the  interpreter  of  Peter,  wrote,  etc." 

*  **  Ka2  TovB*  b  irpea^&rcpoi  eXeye.  li&dpKOf  fih  ipfirivevrris  Tlh-pov  ycpofUwos 
wra  (fiifrifj.6p€V(r€Pf  iKpi^m  eyparf/ewj  o&  fUv  rot  ra^ct  t4  hvh  rod  X/motoD  ^) 
XexO^Ta  ff  vpaxBevTo,  O0re  yh^  Ijxovffe  tw  Kvplov,  oUre  ircLfhfKoXo^Bffirep  a.^$' 
ii<rT€pQ(P  Si,  k)i  €<pffp,  Herpi^,  df  irp6s  rdf  XP^^^^  ivoielro  rdf  SidaffKaXlai,  dXX  ovx 
&inr€p  ffuPTa^uf  ruy  Kvpiauciov  roiovfieyos  X6y(i)Pj  Sxrre  oudhf  lifjLopre  MapKOS,  otyrufs 
€PuiL  ypdrf/as  o)S  drefLPrifAiipevffev.  'Bj'ds  7^^  eir(xi^(raro  vp6voi<w,  tw  ixti^kp  &p 
iJKOvae  TrapaXLircip.  ^  \f/€V(rouT$al  rt  ip  avToU.**  Toura  flip  o5r  IjTdpijTiu  rf 
tlairiq,  irepl  rod  Ma/Mcov.     Euseb.,  H.  E.y  iii.  39. 

3  Irenaeus,  Adv.  Har.y  iii.  i  ;  cf.  Eusebius,  H.  ^.,  v.  8  ;  Tertullian,  Adv, 
Marc.y  iv.  5;  Origen,  ap,  Euseb.,  H.  E,,  vi.  25;  Eusebius,  H.  £.,  iii.  4  ; 
Hieron.  Dg  Fir,  III,  7. 

^  Cf.  Tertullian,  Adv,  Marc,  iv.  5. 

^  Merd.  hk  rr\p  rovrtop  ^^o6op,  MdpKOi  6  fMiBrfTrji  Koi  ipfiripevr^i  Tih'pov,  Kal 
OLurbi  t4  i>t4  Tierpov  KTipwr(r6ix€Pa  eyy pdifxas  iffup  rapaSeduKe.  Adv.  /far,,  iii. 
I,  §  I  ;  Euseb.,  If.  £.,  v.  8. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


28o  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 

publicly  preached  the  word  at  Rome,  and  proclaimed  the  Goepel 
by  the  Spirit,  those  who  were  present,  being  many,  requested 
Mark,  as  he  had  followed  him  from  afar,  and  remembered  what 
he  had  said,  to  write  down  what  he  had  spoken ;  and,  when  he 
had  composed  the  Gospel,  he  gave  it  to  those  who  had  asked  it 
of  him  ;  which,  when  Peter  knew,  he  neither  absolutely  hindered 
nor  encouraged  it."'  Tertullian  repeats  the  same  tradition.  He 
says :  "And  the  Gospel  which  Mark  published  may  be  affirmed  to 

be  Peter's,  whose  interpreter  Mark  was for  it  may  rightly  appear 

that  works  which  disciples  publish  are  of  their  masters."*  We 
have  it  again  from  Origen  :  "  The  second  (Gospel)  is  according  to 
Mark,  written  as  Peter  directed  him."3  Eusebius  gives  a  more 
detailed  and  advanced  version  of  the  same  tradition.  "  So  much, 
however,  did  the  effulgence  of  piety  illuminate  the  minds  of  those 
(Romans)  who  heard  Peter  that  it  did  not  content  them  to  hear 
but  once,  nor  to  receive  only  the  unwritten  doctrine  of  the  divine 
teaching ;  but,  with  reiterated  entreaties,  they  besought  Mark,  to 
whom  the  Gospel  is  ascribed,  as  the  companion  of  Peter,  that  he 
should  leave  them  a  written  record  of  the  doctrine  thus  orally 
conveyed.  Nor  did  they  cease  their  entreaties  until  they  had 
persuaded  the  man,  and  thus  became  the  cause  of  the  writing  of 
the  Gospel  called  according  to  Mark.  They  say,  moreover,  that 
the  Apostle  (Peter),  having  become  aware,  through  revelation  to 
him  of  the  Spirit,  of  wiiat  had  been  done,  was  delighted  with  the 
ardour  of  the  men,  and  ratified  the  work,  in  order  that  it  might 
be  read  in  the  churches.  This  narrative  is  given  by  Clement  in 
the  sixth  book  of  his  Institutions^  whose  testimony  is  supported 
by  that  of  Papias,  the  Bishop  of  Hierapolis."^  The  account  given 
by  Clement,  however,  by  no  means  contained  these  details,  as  we 
have  seen.  In  his  Demonstration  of  the  Gospel^  Eusebius,  referring 
to  the  same  tradition,  affirms  that  it  was  the  modesty  of  Peter 
which  prevented  his  writing  a  Gospel  himself.s  Jerome  almost 
repeats  the  preceding  account  of  Eusebius :  "  Mark,  the  disciple 
and  interpreter  of  Peter,  being  entreated  by  the  brethren 
of    Rome,   wrote  a  short   Gospel  according   to   what    he   had 

*  Td  W  Karb.  'M.6.pK0P  ravrrfp  iffxni^cvoi.  t9jv  olKovofilap.  Tou  HirfMv  ^rifiofflq,  h 
'Pt&firi  KTipv^oPTOi  t6p  \6yopj  xal  Uvev/JMn  rb  evayyiXiop  i^iv6vT0Sy  roin  irapdwrat 
ToWodi  tfrras  ira/>a«raX«(r(u  T6r  JAapKOP,  <i>i  Ap  d^oXou^i^orra  oufr^  irSpptoBep  koI 
jxtfiprffjjpop  TUP  XexOhrufp,  dpaypa^aL  rA  clprffiha'  xon^opra  8k  rb  evayyiXioPf 
fieradovpou  rois  deofUpois  avrov.  "Oircp  ixiyp6PTa  rhp  JlerpoPy  trporpeimKbit 
fiiire  K(a\v<rai  /jlt^tc  trporpkyj/wrdai..     Euseb.,  ff.  E.^vi.  14. 

*  Licet  et  Marcus  quod  edidit   Petri  afftrmetur^   cuj'us  interpres  Marcus 

Capit  majistrorum   videri^  qua   discipuli  promulgarint.     Adv,    Marc^ 

iv.  5- 

3  de&repop  Sk  rb  Karb.  M.dpKOPy  tiy  H^rpos  ifipTjyT^ffaroddr^f  iroiiiffaPTtL  Com- 
ment, in  Matt.     Euseb.,  If.  E.,  vi.  25. 

*  Euseb.,  JI.  E,,  ii.  15.  s  Demmstr.  Evang.y  iii.  5. 
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received  from  Peter,  which,  when  Peter  heard,  he  approved, 
and  gave  his  authority  for  its  being  read  in  the  churches,  as 
Clement  writes  in  the  sixth  book  of  his  Institutions ^'^  etc. 
Jerome,  moreover,  says  that  Peter  had  Mark  for  an  interpreter, 
"  whose  Gospel  was  composed :  Peter  narrating  and  he  writing  " 
{cujus  evangelium  Petro  narrante  et  illo  scribente  cotnpositutn  est),^ 
It  is  evident  that  all  these  writers  merely  repeat  with  variations 
the  tradition  regarding  the  first  two  Gospels  which  Papias  origi- 
nated. Irenaeus  dates  the  writing  of  Mark  after  the  death  of 
Peter  and  Paul  in  Rome.  Clement  describes  Mark  as  writing 
during  Peter's  life,  the  Apostle  preserving  absolute  neutrality.  By  the 
time  of  Eusebius,  however,  the  tradition  has  acquired  new  and 
miraculous  elements,  and  a  more  decided  character;  Peter  is 
made  aware  of  the  undertaking  of  Mark  through  a  revelation  of 
the  Spirit,  and,  instead  of  being  neutral,  is  delighted,  and  lends 
the  work  the  weight  of  his  authority.  Eusebius  refers  to  Clement 
and  Papias  as  giving  the  same  account,  which  they  do  not,  how- 
ever, and  Jerome  merely  repeats  the  story  of  Eusebius  without 
naming  him  ;  and  the  tradition  which  he  had  embellished  thus 
becomes  endorsed  and  perpetuated.  Such  is  the  growth  of 
tradition  ;3  it  is  impossible  to  overlook  the  mythical  character  of 
the  information  we  possess  as  to  the  origin  of  the  second  canonical 
Gospel. 

In  a  Gospel  so  completely  inspired  by  Peter  as  the  tradition  of 
Papias  and  of  the  early  Church  indicates  we  may  reasonably 
expect  to  find  unmistakeable  traces  of  Petrine  influence  ;  but,  on 
examination,  it  will  be  seen  that  these  are  totally  wanting.  Some 
of  the  early  Church  did  not  fail  to  remark  this  singular  discrepancy 
between  the  Gospel  and  the  tradition  of  its  dependence  on  Peter, 
and,  in  reply,  Eusebius  adopts  an  apologetic  tone.*  For  instance, 
in  the  brief  account  of  the  calling  of  Simon  in  Mark,  the  dis- 
tinguishing addition,  "called  Peter,"  of  the  first  Gospel  is  omitted, 5 
and,  still  more  notably,  the  whole  narrative  of  the  miraculous 
draught  of  fishes  which  gives  the  event  such  prominence  in  the 
third  Gospel.^  In  Matthew,  Jesus  goes  into  the  house  of  "  Peter" 
to  cure  his  wife's  mother  of  a  fever,  whilst  in  Mark  it  is  "into  the 

«  i>^  K/r. ///.,  8.  ^  Ad Hedib.,  c,  2. 

3  A  similar  discrepancy  of  tradition  is  to  be  observed  as  to  the  place  in 
which  the  Gospel  was  written,  Irenaeus  and  others  dating  it  from  Rome,  and 
others  (as  Chrysostom,  in  Matt.  Homil.y  i.)  assigning  it  to  Eeypt.  Indeed, 
some  MSS.  of  the  second  Gospel  have  the  words  €ypd(fni  h  Alyvirrtfi  in 
accordance  with  this  tradition  as  to  its  origin.  Cf.  Scholz,  Etni.  N.  71,  i., 
p.  201 .  Various  critics  have  argued  for  its  composition  at  Rome,  Alexandria, 
and  Antioch.  We  do  not  go  into  the  discussion  as  to  whether  Peter  ever  was 
in  Rome. 

*  Dem.  Ev.f  iii.  3. 

5  Cf.  Mark  i.  16,  17 ;  Matt.  iv.  18.  *  Luke  v.  I-IX. 
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house  of  Simon  and  Andrew,"  the  less  honourable  name  being 
still  continued.'  Matthew  commences  the  catalogue  of  the  twelve 
by  the  pointed  indication  :  "  The  first,  Simon,  who  is  called  Peter,"* 
thus  giving  him  precedence,  whilst  Mark  merely  says,  "And  Simon 
he  sumamed  Peter. "3  The  important  episode  of  Peter's  walking 
on  the  sea,  of  the  first  Gospel,*  is  altogether  ignored  by  Mark.  The 
enthusiastic  declaration  of  Peter,  "  Thou  art  the  Christ, "5  is  only 
followed  by  the  chilling  injunction  to  tell  no  one,  in  the  second 
Gospel,^  whilst  Matthew  not  only  gives  greater  prominence  to  the 
declaration  of  Peter,  but  gives  the  reply  of  Jesus,  "  Blessed  art 
thou,  Simon  Bar-jona,"  &c. — of  which  Mark  apparently  knows 
nothing — and  then  proceeds  to  the  most  important  episode  in  the 
history  of  the  Apostle,  the  celebrated  words  by  which  the  surname 
of  Peter  was  conferred  upon  him :  "  And  I  say  unto  thee,  that 
thou  art  Peter,  and  upon  this  rock  will  I  build  my  Church,"  etc.7 
.  The  Gospel  supposed  to  have  been  inspired  by  Peter,  however, 
totally  omits  this  most  important  passage,  as  it  also  does  the 
miracle  of  the  finding  the  tribute  money  in  the  fish's  mouth, 
narrated  by  the  first  Gospel.^  Luke  states  that "  Peter  and  John  " 
are  sent  to  prepare  the  Passover,  whilst  Mark  has  only  "two 
disciples  ";9  and  in  the  account  of  the  last  Supper,  Luke  gives  the 
address  of  Jesus  to  Peter:  "Simon,  Simon,  behold  Satan  hath 
desired  to  have  you  (all)  that  he  may  sift  you  as  wheat ;  but  I 
have  prayed  for  thee  that  thy  faith  fail  not ;  and  when  thou  art 
converted,  strengthen  thy  brethren."'®  Of  this  Mark  does  not  say 
a  word.  Again,  after  the  denial,  Luke  reads :  "  And  the  Lord 
turned  and  looked  upon  Peter,  and  Peter  remembered  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  etc.,  and  Peter  went  out  and  wept  bitterly  ";"  whereas 
Mark  omits  the  reproachful  look  of  Jesus,  and  makes  the  penitence 
of  Peter  depend  merely  on  the  second  crowing  of  the  cock,  and 
further  modifies  the  penitence  by  the  omission  of  "bitterly" — 
"  And  when  he  thought  thereon,  he  wept.""  There  are  other 
instances  to  which  we  need  not  refer.  Not  only  are  some  of  the 
most  important  episodes  in  which  Peter  is  represented  by  the  other 
Grospels  as  a  principal  actor  altogether  omitted,  but  throughout  the 
Gospel  there  is  a  total  absence  of  anything  which  is  specially 
characteristic  of  Petrine  influence  and  teaching.  The  argument 
that  these  omissions  are  due  to  the  modesty  of  Peter  is  quite 
untenable,  for  not  only  does  Irenaeus,  the  most  ancient  authority 

*  Mark  i.  29.  ^  Matt.  x.  2. 

3  Mark  Hi.  16.  *  Matt.  xiv.  22-33. 

5  Matt,  adds,  **the  son  of  the  living  God,"  xvi.  16. 

^  Mark  viii.  27-30;  cf.  Baur,  Das  Markus  Ev,y  p.  133. 

7  Matt.  xvi.  16-19.  ^  Matt.  xvii.  24-27. 

9  Luke  xxii.  8 ;  Mark  xiv.  13.  '°  Luke  xxii.  31,  32. 

"  /<*.,  61,  62  ;  cf.  Matt.  xxvi.  75.  "  Mark  xiv,  27. 
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on  the  point,  state  that  this  Gospel  was  only  written  after  the  death 
of  Peter,'  but  also  there  is  no  modesty  in  omitting  passages  of 
importance  in  the  history  of  Jesus,  simply  because  Peter  himself 
was  in  some  way  concerned  in  them,  or,  for  instance,  in  decreasing 
his  penitence  for  such  a  denial  of  his  master,  which  could  not 
but  have  filled  a  sad  place  in  the  Apostle's  memory.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  is  no  adequate  record  of  special  matter,  which  the 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  doings  and  sayings  of  Jesus  possessed 
by  Peter  might  have  supplied,  to  counterbalance  the  singular 
omissions.  There  is  much  more  of  the  spirit  of  Peter  in  the 
first  Gospel  than  there  is  in  the  second.  The  whole  internal  evi- 
dence, therefore,  shows  that  this  part  of  the  tradition  of  the 
Presbyter  John  transmitted  by  Papias  does  not  apply  to  our 
Gospel. 

The  discrepancy  is  still  more  marked  when  we  compare 
with  our  actual  second  Gospel  the  account  of  the  work  of 
Mark  which  Papias  received  from  the  Presbyter.  Mark  wrote 
down  from  memory  some  parts  (Ivta)  of  the  teaching  of.  Peter 
regarding  the  life  of  Jesus,  but  as  Peter  adapted  his  instructions 
to  the  actual  circumstances  {vpos  ras  XP^"*^),  and  did  notjgive 
a  consecutive  report  (cri'^ra^ts)  of  the  sayings  or  doings  of 
Jesus,  Mark  was  only  careful  to  be  accurate,  and  did  not  trouble 
himself  to  arrange  in  historical  order  (ro^t?)  his  narrative  of  the 
things  which  were  said  and  done  by  Jesus,  but  merely  wrote  down 
facts  as  he  remembered  them.  This  description  would  lead  us 
to  expect  a  work  composed  of  fragmentary  reminiscences  of  the 
teaching  of  Peter,  without  regular  sequence  or  connection.  The 
absence  of  orderly  arrangement  is  the  most  prominent  feature  in 
the  description,  and  forms  the  burden  of  the  whole.  Mark  writes 
"  what  he  remembered  " ;  "  he  did  not  arrange  in  order  the  things 
that  were  either  said  or  done  by  Christ"  And  then  follow  the 
apologetic  expressions  of  explanation — he  was  not  himself  a  hearer 
or  follower  of  the  Lord,  but  derived  his  information  from  the 
occasional  preaching  of  Peter,  who  did  not  attempt  to  give  a  con- 
secutive narrative.  Now,  it  is  impossible  in  the  work  of  Mark, 
here  described,  to  recognise  our  present  second  Gospel,  which 
does  not  depart  in  any  important  degree  from  the  order  of  the 
other  two  Synoptics,  and  which  throughout  has  the  most  evident 
character  of  orderly  arrangement.  Each  of  the  Synoptics  com- 
pared with  the  other  two  would  present  a  similar  degree  of 
variation,  but  none  of  them  could  justly  be  described  as  not 
arranged  in  order,  or  as  not  being  consecutive.  The  second 
Gospel  opens  formally,  and,  after  presenting  John  the  Baptist  as 
the  messenger  sent  to  prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord,  proceeds  to 

'  A^h,  ffar,,  iii.  i,  §  I  ;  Euseb.,  If.  £,,  v.  8.     See  quot.,  p.  279,  note  5. 
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the  baptism  of  Jesus,  his  temptation,  his  entry  upon  public  life, 
and  his  calling  of  the  disciples.  Then,  after  a  consecutive  narra- 
tive of  his  teaching  and  works,  the  history  ends  with  a  full 
account  of  the  last  events  in  the  life  of  Jesus,  his  trial, 
crucifixion,  and  resurrection.  There  is  in  the  Gospel  every 
characteristic  of  artistic  and  orderly  arrangement,  from  the  striking 
introduction  by  the  prophetic  voice  crying  in  the  wilderness  to  the 
solemn  close  of  the  marvellous  history. *  The  great  majority  of 
critics,  therefore,  are  agreed  in  concluding  that  the  account  of  the 
Presbyter  John  recorded  by  Papias  does  not  apply  to  our  second 
canonical  Gospel  at  all.  Many  of  those  who  affirm  that  the 
description  of  Papias  may  apply  to  our  second  Gospel  do  so  with 
hesitation,  and  few  maintain  that  we  now  possess  the  original 
work  without  considerable  subsequent  alteration.  Some  of  these 
critics,  however,  feeling  the  difficulty  of  identifying  our  second 
Gospel  with  the  work  here  described,  endeavour  to  reconcile  the 
discrepancy  by  a  fanciful  interpretation  of  the  account  of  Papias. 
They  suggest  that  the  first  part,  in  which  the  want  of  chronological 
order  is  pointed  out,  refers  to  the  rough  notes  which  Mark  made 
during  the  actual  preaching  and  lifetime  of  Peter,  and  that  the 
latter  part  applies  to  our  present  Gospel,  which  he  later  remodelled 
into  its  present  shape.  This  most  unreasonable  and  arbitrary 
application  of  the  words  of  Papias  is  denounced  even  by 
apologists. 

It  has  been  well  argued  that  the  work  here  described  as  pro- 
duced by  Mark  in  the  character  of  l/o/iiyvcvr^s  lierpov  is  much 
more  one  of  the  same  family  as  the  Clementine  Homilies  than  of 
our  Gospels.  The  work  was  no  systematic  narrative  of  the  history 
of  Jesus,  nor  report  of  his  teaching,  but  the  dogmatic  preaching 
of  the  Apostle,  illustrated  and  interspersed  with  passages  from  the 
discourses  of  Jesus,  or  facts  from  his  life.  Of  this  character 
seems  actually  to  have  been  that  ancient  work.  The  Preaching  of 
Peter  (Krjpvyim  IIct/oov),  which  was  used  by  Heracleon,*  and 
by  Clement^  of  Alexandria,  as  an  authentic  canonical  work,^ 
denounced  by  Origens  on  account  of  the  consideration  in  which  it 
was  held  by  many,  but  still  quoted  with  respect  by  Gr^ory  of 
Nazianzum.^  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  K-jpvyfm  Uirpov, 
although  it  failed  to  obtain  a  permanent  place  in  the  canon,  was 

*  Augustine  calls  Mark  the  follower  and  abbreviator  of  Matthew.  **7tfw- 
quam  pedisequus  et  breviator  Matthai"     De  Consensu  Evan^.j  i.  2. 

*  Origen,  Comment,  in  Joan.  ^  xiii.  17. 

3  Strom.,  i.  29,  §  182,  vi.  5,  §  39,  6,  §  48,  15,  §  128. 

*  The  work  is  generally  quoted  by  the  latter  with  the  introduction,  **  Peter 
in  the  Preaching  says  ; "  fltrpoj  kv  ry  Kripvy/jiaTi  Xfy«,  k.t.X. 

s  De  Princip.  Praf.,  8. 
Ep.  xvi.  {ad  Casar.,  i.).     Cf.  Fabrictus,  Cod.  Apocr.  N.  Zl,  i.,  p.  812. 
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one  of  the  most  ancient  works  of  the  Christian  Church,  dating 
probably  from  the  first  century,  and,  like  the  work  described 
by  Papias,  it  also  was  held  to  have  been  composed  in  Rome 
in  connection  with  the  preaching  there  of  Peter  and  Paul. 
It  must  be  noted,  moreover,  that  Papias  does  not  call  the  work 
ascribed  to  Mark  a  Gospel,  but  merely  a  record  of  the  preaching 
of  Peter. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  account  for  the  manner  in  which 
the  work  referred  to  by  the  Presbyter  John  disappeared,  and  the 
present  Gospel  according  to  Mark  became  substituted  for  it.  The 
merely  negative  evidence  that  our  actual  Gospel  is  not  the  work 
described  by  Papias  is  sufficient  for  our  purpose.  Any  one 
acquainted  with  the  thoroughly  uncritical  character  of  the  Fathers, 
and  with  the  literary  history  of  the  early  Christian  Church,  will 
readily  conceive  the  facility  with  which  this  can  have  been 
accomplished.  The  great  mass  of  intelligent  critics  are  agreed 
that  our  Synoptic  Gospels  have  assumed  their  present  form  only 
after  repeated  modifications  by  various  editors  of  earlier  evangelical 
works.  These  changes  have  not  been  effected  without  traces 
being  left  by  which  the  various  materials  may  be  separated  and 
distinguished;  but  the  more  primitive  Gospels  have  entirely 
disappeared,  naturally  supplanted  by  the  later  and  amplified 
versions.  The  critic,  however,  who  distinguishes  between  the 
earlier  and  later  matter  is  not  bound  to  perform  the  now  im- 
possible feat  of  producing  the  originals,  or  accounting  in 
any  but  a  general  way  for  the  disappearance  of  the  primitive 
Gospel. 

Tischendorf  asks  :  **  How  then  has  neither  Eusebius  nor  any 
other  theologian  of  Christian  antiquity  thought  that  the  expressions 
of  Papias  were  in  contradiction  with  the  two  Gospels  (Mt.  and 
Mk.)?"^  The  absolute  credulity  with  which  those  theologians 
accepted  any  fiction,  however  childish,  which  had  a  pious  tendency, 
and  the  frivolous  character  of  the  only  criticism  in  which  they 
indulged,  render  their  unquestioning  application  of  the  tradition 
of  Papias  to  our  Gospels  anything  but  singular,  and  it  is  only 
surprising  to  find  their  silent  acquiescence  elevated  into  an 
argument.  We  have  already,  in  the  course  of  these  pages,  seen 
something  of  the  singularly  credulous  and  uncritical  character  of 
the  Fathers,  and  we  cannot  afford  space  to  give  instances  of  the 
absurdities  with  which  their  writings  abound.  No  fable  could  be 
too  gross,  no  invention  too  transparent,  for  their  unsuspicious 
acceptance,  if  it  assumed  a  pious  form  or  tended  to  edification. 
No  period  in  the  history  of  the  world  ever  produced  so  many 
spurious  works  as  the  first  two  or  three  centuries  of  our  era.     The 

'   Wann  wurden^  u,  j.  w.,  p.  107. 
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name  of  every  Apostle,  or  Christian  teacher,  not  excepting  that  of 
the  great  Master  himself,  was  freely  attached  to  every  description 
of  religious  forgery.  False  gospels,  epistles,  acts,  martyrologies, 
were  unscrupulously  circulated,  and  such  pious  falsification  was 
not  even  intended,  or  regarded,  as  a  crime,  but  perpetrated  for  the 
sake  of  edification.  It  was  only  slowly  and  after  some  centuries 
that  many  of  these  works,  once,  as  we  have  seen,  regarded  with 
pious  veneration,  were  excluded  from  the  canon;  and  that  genuine 
works  shared  this  fate,  while  spurious  ones  usurped  their  places,  is 
one  of  the  surest  results  of  criticism.  The  Fathers  omitted  to 
inquire  critically  when  such  investigation  might  have  been  of 
value,  and  mere  tradition  credulously  accepted  and  transmitted  is 
of  no  critical  value.'  In  an  age  when  the  multiplication  of  copies 
of  any  work  was  a  slow  process,  and  their  dissemination  a  matter 
of  difficulty  and  even  danger,  it  is  easy  to  understand  with  what 
facility  the  more  complete  and  artistic  Gospel  could  take  the  place 
of  the  original  notes  as  the  work  of  Mark. 

The  account  given  by  Papias  of  the  work  ascribed  to  Matthew 
is  as  follows :  "  Matthew  composed  the  oracles  in  the  Hebrew 
dialect,  and  every  one  interpreted  them  as  he  was  able."'  Critics 
are  divided  in  opinion  as  to  whether  this  tradition  was,  like  that 
regarding  Mark,  derived  from  the  Presbyter  John,  or  is  given 
merely  on  the  authority  of  Papias  himself.  Eusebius  joins  the 
account  of  Mark  to  that  given  by  Matthew  merely  by  the  following 
words :  "  These  facts  Papias  relates  concerning  Mark ;  but 
regarding  Matthew  he  has  said  as  follows  :  "3  Eusebius  distinctly 
states  that  the  account  regarding  Mark  is  derived  from  the 
Presbyter,  and  the  only  reason  for  ascribing  to  him  also  that 
concerning  Matthew  is  that  it  is  not  excluded  by  the  phraseology  of 
Eusebius ;  and,  the  two  passages  being  given  by  him  consecutively 
— however  they  may  have  stood  in  the  work  of  Papias — it  is 
reasonable  enough  to  suppose  that  the  information  was  derived 
from  the  same  source.  The  point  is  not  of  much  importance,  but 
it  is  clear  that  there  is  no  absolute  right  to  trace  this  statement 
to  the  Presbyter  John,  as  there  is  in  the  case  of  the  tradition 
about  Mark. 

This  passage  has  excited  even  more  controversy  than  that 
regarding  Mark,  and  its  interpretation  and  application  are  still 

'  Dr.  Westcott  himself  admits  that  **  the  proof  of  the  Canon  is  rendered 
more  difficult  by  the  uncritical  character  of  the  first  two  centuries."  He  says  : 
**The  spirit  of  the  ancient  world  was  essentially  uncritical  "  (On  the  Cancn, 
p.7f.). 

'  MarOalos  ixkv  o^v  *E/3/)af5i  JiaXeirry  rA  \6yia  aweypdrl/aro.  ^Hpfi'^^vevae 
^WrA  u)y  fjy  dvwarbi  l^Kaaros.     Euseb. ,  ^.  E.^  iii.  39. 

3  Taura  fiey  odw  Urrdprfrax  r(jJ  IlaT^^  Trepl  rov  yidpKov.  llepi  Sk  rw  Mardalov 
TOMT  etpffTOA.     Euseb.,  H.  E.,  iii.  39. 
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ke^ily  debated.  The  intricacy  and  difficulty  of  the  questions 
which  it  raises  are  freely  admitted  by  some  of  the  most  earnest 
defenders  of  the  canonical  Gfospels,  but  the  problem,  so  far  as  our 
examination  is  concerned,  can  be  solved  without  much  trouble. 
The  dilemma  in  which  apologists  find  themselves  when  they 
attempt  closely  to  apply  the  description  of  this  work  given  by 
Papias  to  our  canonical  Gospel  is  the  great  difficulty  which 
complicates  the  matter  and  prevents  a  clear  and  distinct  solution 
of  the  question.  We  shall  avoid  minute  discussion  of  details, 
contenting  ourselves  with  the  broader  features  of  the  argument, 
and  seeking  only  to  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion  as  to  the  bearing  of 
the  evidence  of  Papias  upon  the  claim  to  authenticity  of  our 
canonical  Gospel. 

The  first  point  which  we  have  to  consider  is  the  nature  of  the 
work  which  is  here  described.  Matthew  is  said  to  have  composed 
the  Aoyia  or  Oracles,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  from  the 
title  of  his  own  book,  Exposition  of  the  Lord's  Oracles  (Aoytwv 
KvpMjK^v  ^'jyp'^^Ji  t^^'  these  oracles  referred  to  by  Papias 
were  the  Discourses  of  Jesus.  Does  the  word  Xoyta,  however, 
mean  strictly  oracles  or  discourses  alone,  or  does  it  include  within 
its  fair  signification  also  historical  narrative  ?  Were  the  "  Aoyia  " 
here  referred  to  a  simple  collection  of  the  discourses  of  Jesus,  or 
a  complete  Gospel  like  that  in  our  canon  bearing  the  name  of 
Matthew  ?  That  the  natural  interpretation  of  the  word  is  merely 
"oracles"  is  indirectly  admitted,  even  by  the  most  thorough 
apologists,  when  they  confess  the  obscurity  of  the  expression — 
obscurity,  however,  which  simply  appears  to  exist  from  the  diffi- 
culty of  straining  the  word  to  make  it  apply  to  the  Gospel.  **  In 
these  sentences,"  says  Tischendorf,  referring  to  the  passage  about 
Matthew,  "  there  is  much  obscurity ;  for  instance,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  we  have  rightly  translated  *  Discourses  of  the  Lord,*  "* 
and  he  can  only  extend  the  meaning  to  include  historical  narrative 
by  leaving  the  real  meaning  of  the  word,  and  interpreting  it  by 
supposed  analogy. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  direct  meaning  of  the  word 
\6yta  anciently  and  at  the  time  of  Papias  was  simply — words 
or  oracles  of  a  sacred  character,  and,  however  much  the  signification 
became  afterwards  extended,  that  it  was  not  then  at  all  applied  to 
doings  as  well  as  sayings.  There  are  many  instances  of  this 
original  and  limited  signification  in  the  New  Testament;^  and 

'   Wann  wurden,  u,  s.  w.,  p.  106  f. 

'  **  They  were  entrusted  with  the  oracles  of  God,"  rA  \6yia  tov  Geou, 
Rom.  iii.  2.  "The  first  principles  of  the  oracles  of  God,"  tuv  Xoyiuy  rw 
Bcou,  Heb.  v.  12.  "  Let  him  speak  as  the  oracles  of  God,"  (hs  \6yia  QedOf 
I  Pet.  iv.  II.  Cf.  Suicer,  TA^s.  £cc/es.,  ii.,  p.  247  f.  Dr.  Lightfoot  (Coh- 
Ump,   Rev.,  1875,  P>  4^^  ^')  arcues  that  in  the  first  of  the  aTOve  passages 
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there  is  no  linguistic  precedent  for  straining  the  expression  used 
at  that  period  to  mean  anything  beyond  a  collection  of  sayings  of 
Jesus  which  were  estimated  as  oracular  or  divine,  nor  is  there  any 
reason  for  thinking  that  rai  koym  was  here  used  in  any  other 
sense.  It  is  argued,  on  the  other  hand,  that  in  the  preceding 
passage  upon  Mark  a  more  extended  meaning  of  the  word  is 
indicated.  The  Presbyter  John  says  that  Mark,  as  the  interpreter 
of  Peter,  wrote,  without  order,  "  the  things  which  were  either  said 
or  done  by  Christ  "  (ra  vwo  rov  Xpurrov  rj  X€)(^9€VTa  rj  wpax&^vra)^ 
and  then,  apologising  for  him,  he  goes  on  to  say  that 
Peter,  whom  he  followed,  adapted  his  teaching  to  the  occasion, 
"and  not  as  making  a  consecutive  record  of  the  oracles 
(koyliov)  of  the  Lord."  Here,  it  is  said,  the  word  Xoy/oii/  is 
used  in  reference  both  to  sayings  and  doings,  and,  therefore,  in 
the  passage  on  Matthew  ra  koyca  must  not  be  understood  to 
mean  only  kexdevra^  but  also  includes,  as  in  the  former  case, 
the  irpaxp€VTa.  For  these  and  similar  reasons — ^in  very  many 
cases  largely  influenced  by  the  desire  to  see  in  these  Xoyta  our 
actual  Gospel  according  to  Matthew — many  critics  have  maintained 
that  ra  Xoyta  in  this  place  may  be  understood  to  include  historical 
narrative  as  well  as  discourses.  The  arguments  by  which  they 
arrive  at  this  conclusion,  however,  seem  to  us  to  be  based  upon 
thorough  misconception  of  the  direct  meaning  of  the  passage. 
Few,  or  none,  of  these  critics  would  deny  that  the  simple  inter- 


Paul's  expression,  **  the  oracles  of  God,"  can  mean  nothing  else  than  the  O.  T. 
Scriptures,  and,  therefore,  includes  the  historical  books  of  Genesis,  Joshua, 
Samuel,  etc.  We  must  maintain  that  Paul  certainly  does  not  refer  to  a  col- 
lection of  writings,  but  to  the  communications  or  revelations  of  God,  and,  as 
the  context  shows,  probably  more  immediately  to  the  Messianic  prophecies. 
The  advantage  of  the  Jews,  in  fact,  according  to  Paul  here,  was  that  to  them 
were  first  communicated  the  divine  oracles  :  that  they  were  made  the  medium 
of  God's  utterances  to  mankind.  There  seems  almost  an  echo  of  the 
expression  in  Acts  vii.  38,  where  Stephen  is  represented  as  saying  to  the  Jews 
of  their  fathers  on  Mount  Sinai:  "  who  received  living  oracles  (X^ta  fuiyra) 
to  give  unto  us."  Of  this  nature  were**  the  oracles  of  God"  entrusted  to 
the  Jews.  Further,  the  phrase,  **  the  first  principles  of  the  oracles  of  God" 
(Heb.  v.  12),  is  no  application  of  the  term  to  narrative,  as  is  argued,  how- 
ever much  the  author  may  illustrate  his  own  teaching  by  O.  T.  history ;  but  the 
writer  of  the  Epistle  clearly  explains  his  own  meaning  in  the  first  and  second 
verses  of  his  letter,  when  he  says  ;  * '  God  having  spoken  to  the  fathers  in  time  past 
in  the  prophets,  at  the  end  of  these  days  spake  unto  us  in  his  Son."  Dr. 
Lightfoot  also  urges  that  Philo  applies  the  term  ** oracle"  {X&ytov)  to  the 
narrative  in  Gen.  iv.  15,  etc.  The  fact  is,  however,  that  Philo  considered 
almost  every  part  of  the  O.  T.  as  allegorical,  and  held  that  narrative  or 
descriptive  phrases  frequently  veiled  divine  oracles.  When  he  applies  the 
term  ** oracle"  to  any  of  these,  it  is  not  to  the  narrative,  but  to  the  divine 
utterance  which  he  believes  to  be  mystically  contained  in  it,  and  which 
be  extracts  and  expounds  in  the  usual  extravagant  manner  of  Alexandrian 
typologists. 
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pretadon  of  ra  Xoyca,  at  that  period,  was  oracular  sayings.' 
Papias  shows  his  preference  for  discourses  in  the  very  title  of  his 
lost  book,  Exposition  of  the  Xoywwv  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the 
account  which  he  gives  of  the  works  attributed  to  Mark  and 
Matthew  the  discourses  evidently  attracted  his  chief  interest. 
Now,  in  the  passage  regarding  Mark,  instead  of  Xoymv  being 
made  the  equivalent  of  XtxOkvra  and  irpa\6ivra,  the  very 
reverse  is  the  fact  The  Presbyter  says  Mark  wrote  what  he 
remembered  of  the  things  which  were  said  or  done  by  Christ, 
although  not  in  order,  and  he  apologises  for  his  doing  this  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  not  himself  been  a  hearer  of  the  Lord,  but 
merely  reported  what  he  had  heard  from  Peter,  who  adapted  his 
teaching  to  the  occasion,  and  did  not  attempt  to  give  a  consecutive 
record  of  the  oracles  {Xoyimv)  of  the  Lord.  Mark,  therefore, 
could  not  do  so  either.  Matthew,  on  the  contrary,  he  states,  did 
compose  the  oracles  {ra  \6yui\  There  is  an  evident  contrast 
made — Mark  wrote  17  kt^divra  -q  wpaxOivra  because  he  had  not 
the  means  of  writing  the  oracles ;  but  Matthew  composed  the 
koyta,  Papias  clearly  distinguishes  the  work  of  Mark,  who 
had  written  reminiscences  of  what  Jesus  had  said  and  done 
from  that  of  Matthew,  who  had  made  a  collection  of  hi 
discourses. 

It  is  impossible  upon  any  but  arbitrary  grounds,  and  from  a 
foregone  conclusion,  to  maintain  that  a  work  commencing  with  a 
detailed  history  of  the  birth  and  infancy  of  Jesus,  his  genealogy, 
and  the  preaching  of  John  the  Baptist,  and  concluding  with  an 
equally  minute  history  of  his  betrayal,  trial,  crucifixion,  and 
resurrection;  which  relates  all  the  miracles,  and  has  for  its 
evident  aim  throi^hout  the  demonstration  that  Messianic  prophecy 
was  fulfilled  in  Jesus,  could  be  entitled  ra  koyia :  the  oracles  or 
discourses  of  the  Lord. 

Partly  for  these,  but  also  for  other  important  reasons,  some  of 
which  shall  presently  be  referred  to,  the  great  majority  of  critics 
deny  that  the  work  described  by  Papias  can  be  the  same  as  the 
Gospel  in  our  canon  bearing  the  name  of  Matthew.  Whilst  of 
those  who  suppose  that  the  (Aramaic)  original  of  which  Papias 
speaks  may  have  been  substantially  similar  to  it  in  construction, 
very  few  affirm  that  the  work  did  not  receive  much  subsequent 


*  Tischendorf  himself,  in  a  note,  SAys :  '*  Rufinus  translates  the  word  X^ia, 
according  to  the  old  linguistic  usage,  by  oracula.  It  is  in  the  highest  degree 
probable  that  in  fact  the  book  of  Papias,  accor4ing  to  the  Millenarian 
standing-point  of  the  man,  was  dedicated  specially  to  prophecies  of  the  Lord. 
Christian  linguistic  usaee,  however,  gave  the  word  a  wider  signification,  so 
that  the  sayings  of  the  Lord  and  of  the  Apostles,  even  when  they  had  not  the 
particular  character  of  prophecy,  were  so  caUed,  and  Holy  Scripture  was 
designated  dua.  Xdyto"  {(^ann  wurden,  u.  s,  w.,  p.  102,  note  i), 

U 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


290  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 


manipulation,  addirion,  and  alteration,  necessarily  including 
translation,  before  it  assumed  the  form  in  which  the  Gospel  now 
lies  before  us;  and  many  of  them  altogether  deny  its  actual 
apostolic  origin. 

The  next  most  important  and  obvious  point  is  that  the  woric 
described  in  this  passage  was  written  by  Matthew  in  the  Hebrew 
or  Aramaic  dialect,  and  each  one  who  did  not  understand  that 
dialect  was  obliged  to  translate  as  best  he  could.  Our  Gospel 
according  to  Matthew,  however,  is  in  Greek.  Tischendorf,  who  is 
obliged  to  acknowledge  the  Greek  originality  of  our  actual  Gospel, 
and  that  it  is  not  a  translation  from  another  language,  recognises 
the  inevitable  dilemma  in  which  this  fact  places  apologists,  and 
has,  with  a  few  other  critics,  no  better  argument  with  which  to 
meet  it  than  the  simple  suggestion  that  Papias  must  have  been 
mistaken  in  saying  that  Matthew  wrote  in  Hebrew.'  Just  as  much 
of  the  testimony  as  is  convenient  or  favourable  is  eagerly  claimed 
by  such  apologists,  and  the  rest,  which  destroys  its  applicability  to 
our  Gospel,  is  set  aside  as  a  mistake.  Tischendorf  perceives  the 
difficulty,  but,  not  having  arguments  to  meet  it,  he  takes  refuge  in 
feeling.  "  In  this,"  he  says,  "  there  lies  before  us  one  of  the  most 
complicated  questions,  whose  detailed  treatment  would  here  not  be 
in  place.  For  our  part,  we  are  fully  at  rest  concerning  it,  in  the 
conviction  that  the  assumption  by  Papias  of  a  Hebrew  original 
text  of  Matthew,  which  already  in  his  time  cannot  have  befen 
limited  to  himself  and  was  soon  repeated  by  other  men,  arises 
only  from  a  misunderstanding."'  It  is  difficult  to  comprehend 
why  it  should  be  considered  out  of  place,  in  a  work  specially 
written  to  establish  the  authenticity  of  the  Gospels,  to  discuss  fully 
so  vital  a  point ;  and  its  deliberate  evasion  in  such  a  manner  alone 
can  be  deemed  out  of  place.3 

We  may  here  briefly  remark  that  Tischendorf  and  others* 
repeat  with  approval  the  disparaging  expressions  against  Papias 
which  Eusebius,  for  dogmatic  reasons,  did  not  scruple  to  use,  and 
in  this  way  they  seek  somewhat  to  depreciate  his  testimony,  or  at 
least  indirectly  to  warrant  their  free  handling  of  it.  It  is  true  that 
Eusebius  says  that  Papias  was  a  man  of  very  limited  comprehen- 
sion^    (a-KlMpa    yap    roi    a-jjiiKpos    Av    tov     vovv),    but     this    is 

'  Tischendorf,  IVann  wurdetty  u.  s,  w.,  p.  107  f. 

*  Wann  wurdeny  u.  s.  w.,  p.  107  f. 

3  Dr.  Westcott  scarcely  refers  to  the  subject  at  all,  and  indeed  on  other 
points  which  are  inconvenient  in  the  evidence  of  Papias  regarding  Matthew's 
work  he  preserves  almost  complete  silence,  and  assumes,  with  hardly  a  hint  of 
doubt  or  uncertainty,  the  ortnodox  conclusions  ( Oti  the  Canoriy  pp.  59-62 ; 
4th  ed.,  p.  68  if.). 

^  Tischendorf,  Wann  wurden^  u.  s.  w.,  pp.  106-I11. 

5  If.  E.,  iii.  39.  The  passage  (iii.  36)  m  which,  on  the  contrary,  Papias 
is  called  **  a  man  in  all  respects  most  learned"   (iMjp  tA  rdmu  ort  /laXurra 
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acknowledged  to  be  on  account  of  his  Millenarian  opinions,  to 
which  Eusebius  was  vehemently  opposed.  It  must  be  bome  in 
mind,  however,  that  the  Chiliastic  passage  from  Papias  quoted  by 
Irenaeus,  and  in  which  he  certainly  saw  nothing  foolish,  is  given  on 
the  authority  of  the  Presbyter  John,  to  whom,  and  not  to  Papias, 
any  criticism  upon  it  must  be  referred.  If  the  passage  be  not  of  a 
very  elevated  character,  it  is  quite  in  the  spirit  of  that  age.  The 
main  point,  however,  is  that  in  regard  to  the  testimony  of  Papias 
we  have  little  to  do  with  his  general  ability,  for  all  that  was 
requisite  was  the  power  to  see,  hear,  and  accurately  state  very 
simple  facts.  He  repeats  what  is  told  him  by  the  Presbyter,  and, 
in  such  matters,  we  presume  that  the  Bishop  of  Hierapolis  must 
be  admitted  to  have  been  competent. 

There  is  no  point,  however,  on  which  the  testimony  of  the 
Fathers  is  more  invariable  and  complete  than  that  the  work  of 
Matthew  was  written  in  Hebrew  or  Aramaic.  The  first  mention 
of  any  work  ascribed  to  Matthew  occurs  in  the  account  communi- 
cated by  Papias,  in  which,  as  we  have  seen,  it  is  distinctly  said 
that  Matthew  wrote  "  in  the  Hebrew  dialect."  Irenaeus,  the  next 
writer  who  refers  to  the  point,  says :  "  Matthew  also  produced  a 
written  Gospel  amongst  the  Hebrews  in  their  own  dialect,"  and 
that  he  did  not  derive  his  information  solely  from  Papias  may  be 
inferred  from  his  going  on  to  state  the  epoch  of  Matthew's 
writings  :  "  when  Peter  and  Paul  were  preaching  and  founding  the 
Church  in  Rome."'  The  evidence  furnished  by  Pantaenus  is 
certainly  independent  of  Papias.  Eusebius  states,  with  regard  to 
him :  *^  Of  these  Pantaenus  is  said  to  have  been  one,  and  to  have 
penetrated  as  far  as  India  (Southern  Arabia),  where  it  is  reported 
that  he  found  the  Gospel  according  to  Matthew,  which  had  been 
delivered  before  his  arrival  to  some  who  had  'tlie  knowledge  of 
Christ,  to  whom  Bartholomew,  one  of  the  Apostles,  as  it  is  said, 
had  preached,  and  left  them  that  writing  of  Matthew  in  Hebrew 
letters  "  (avrofs  T€  ^EPpaiiov  ypafifuurt  rrjv  rov  MarOalov  ^uraXet^at 
ypa<f>rjv).''  Jerome  gives  a  still  more  circumstantial  account 
of  this :  "  Pantaenus  found  that  Bartholomew,  one  of  the  twelve 
Apostles,  had  there  (in  India)  preached  the  advent  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  according  to  the  Gospel  of  Matthew,  which  was 
written  in  Hebrew  letters  {^uod  Hebraicis  Uteris  scriptum\  and 

Xoyidrraro^)  is  doubtful,  as  it  is  not  found  in  the  St.  Petersburg  Syriac 
edition,  nor  in  several  other  old  Greek  MSS. ;  but,  treated  even  as  an  ancient 
note  by  some  one  acquainted  with  the  writings  of  Papias,  it  may  be  mentioned 
here. 

*  *0  /ifF  Hi  MarSeCios  h  rots  'B/3pcUo<f  tJ  19L^  avrwp  dtaX^icTtfi  Kcd  ypo/^rfp 
i^P€yK€P  wayyeXiov,  roO  Uerpov  koX  rov  IIoi^Xov  ip  'Pt6/it7  evayyeXi^ofUptap  Kcd 
$€^\ioupT<ap  rffp  iKKKnaiojf.     Adv.  Har.^  iii.  I,  §  I  ;  Euseb.,  H,  E.y  v.  8. 

»  Euseb.,  H,  £".,  V.  10. 
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which,  on  returning  to  Alexandria,  he  brought  with  him."'  It  is 
quite  clear  that  this  was  no  version  specially  made  by  Bartholomew, 
for  had  he  translated  the  Gospel  according  to  Matthew  from  the 
Greek,  for  the  use  of  persons  in  Arabia,  he  certainly  would  not 
have  done  so  into  Hebrew.  Origen,  according  to  Eusebius, 
"following  the  ecclesiastical  canon,"  states  what  he  has  under- 
stood from  tradition  (cv  irapaSoo-ct)  of  the  Gospels,  and  says: 
"  The  first  written  was  that  according  to  Matthew,  once  a  publican, 
but  afterwards  an  Apostle  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  delivered  it  to  the 
Jewish  believers,  composed  in  the  Hebrew  language."*  Eusebius, 
in  another  place,  makes  a  similar  statement  in  his  own  name: 
"  Matthew,  having  first  preached  to  the  Hebrews,  when  he  was 
about  to  go  also  to  others  delivered  to  them  his  Gospel  written  in 
their  native  language,  and  thus  compensated  those  from  whom  he 
was  departing  for  the  want  of  his  presence  by  the  writing. "3  Cyril 
of  Jerusalem  says :  **  Matthew,  who  wrote  the  Gospel,  wrote  it  in 
the  Hebrew  language."*  Epiphaniys,  referring  to  the  fact  that  the 
Nazarenes  called  the  only  Gospel  which  they  recognised  the 
"Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,"  continues:  "As  in  very 
truth  we  can  affirm  that  Matthew  alone,  in  the  New  Testament, 
set  forth  and  proclaimed  the  Gospel  in  the  Hebrew  language  and 
in  Hebrew  characters  ";5  and  elsewhere  he  states  that  "  Matthew 
wrote  the  Gospel  in  Hebrew."^  The  same  tradition  is  repeated 
by  Chrysostom,7  Augustine,*  and  others. 

Whilst  the  testimony  of  the  Fathers  was  thus  unanimous  as  to 
the  fact  that  the  Gospel  ascribed  to  Matthew  was  originally  written 
in  Hebrew,  no  question  ever  seems  to  have  arisen  in  their  minds  as 
to  the  character  of  the  Greek  version ;  much  less  was  any  examina- 
tion made  with  the  view  of  testing  the  accuracy  of  the  translation. 
"  Such  inquiries  were  not  in  the  spirit  of  Christian  learned  men 
generally  of  that  time,"^  as  Tischendorf  remarks  in  connection 
with  the  belief  current  in  the  early  Church,  and  afterwards  shared 
by  Jerome,  that  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews  was  the 
original  of  the  Greek  Gospel  according  to  Matthew.  The  first 
who  directly  refers  to  the  point,  frankly  confessing  the  total 
ignorance  which  generally  prevailed,  was  Jerome.  He  states : 
"  Matthew,   who  was  also  called  Levi,   who,  from  a  publican, 

'  De  Fir.  ///.,  36.        *  Euseb.,  If.  £.,  vi.  25.        3  Euseb.,  JI,  E.,  iii.  24. 

*  Mar^cuof  o  ypd^as  rb  eJayy^Xtoi',  *E/9pat5t  y\ii)aff'0  ravro  iypa\f/ep.     Cat.  14. 

5  wf  rd  dXrjdrj  iaruf  (Iwtiv  6ti  'M.aTdaios  fUi^ot  'E^pdurrl  kcU  'E/SpcuxoTt  ypdfi- 
fia^ir  €P  TJf  Koufy  diaBiiKji  dwonitraro  rrjp  rov  evayyeXlov  €K0€<rlv  re  kqX  tc/ipvytia. 
Har.y  XXX.  3  :  ed.  Petav,^  p.  127. 

* 0   Mart^cuot  'E/3/Ku>co?f  ypaiifutjffi  ypd4>€i  rb  cvoyyeXcor,  ic.r.X.     Har.^ 

li.  5;  ed,  PeL,  p.  426. 

7  Horn,  in  Matth.y  i.  *  De  Consensu  Evang,y  L  2. 

9  Tischendorf,  Wann  wurden^  u.  s,  w. ,  p.  108. 
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became  an  Apostle,  was  the  first  who  wrote  a  Gospel  of  Christ  in 
Judaea  in  Hebrew  language  and  letters,  on  account  of  those  from 
amongst  the  circumcision  who  had  believed ;  but  who  afterwards 
translated  it  into  Greek  is  not  sufficiently  certain."'  It  was  only 
at  a  much  later  period,  when  doubt  began  to  arise,  that  the 
translation  was  wildly  ascribed  to  the  Apostles  John,  James,  and 
others." 

The  expression  in  Papias  that  "  everyone  interpreted  them  (the 
\6yuji)  as  he  was  able "  (i^/a/jtijvcwrc  S'avra  a»s  ijv  8vvaT05  Ikoxttos) 
has  been  variously  understood  by  different  critics,  like  the  rest  of 
the  account.  Schleiermacher  explained  the  i7/o/i^vnxr€  as  trans- 
lation by  enlargement — Matthew  merely  collected  the  Xoyia, 
and  everyone  added  the  explanatory  circumstances  of  time  and 
occasion  as  best  he  could.  3  This  view,  however,  has  not  been 
largely  adopted.  Others  consider  that  the  expression  refers  to  the 
interpretation  which  was  given  on  reading  it  at  the  public  meetings 
of  Christians  for  worship ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  coming 
after  the  statement  that  the  work  was  written  in  the  Hebrew 
dialect,  l/o/xiyi^etv  can  only  mean  simple  translation.  Some  main- 
tain that  the  passage  implies  the  existence  of  many  written  trans- 
lations, amongst  which  very  probably  was  ours;  whilst  others 
affirm  that  the  phrase  merely  signifies  that,  as  there  was  no  recognised 
translation,  each  one  who  had  but  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  the 
language,  yet  wished  to  read  the  work,  translated  the  Hebrew  for 
himself  as  best  he  could.  Some  consider  that  Papias  or 
the  Presbyter  uses  the  verb  in  the  past  tense,  i7/o/ii/vnxr€,  as  con- 
trasting the  time  when  it  was  necessary  for  each  to  interpret  as 
best  he  could  with  the  period  when,  from  the  existence  of  a 
recognised  translation,  it  was  no  longer  necessary  for  them  to  do 
so,  whilst  others  deny  that  any  written  translation  of  an  authentic 
character  was  known  to  Papias  at  all.  Now,  the  words  in  Papias 
are  merely :  "  Matthew  composed  the  \6yui  in  the  Hebrew 
dialect,*  and  everyone  interpreted  them  as  he  was  able."  The 
statement  is  perfectly  simple  and  direct,  and  it  is,  at  least,  quite  clear 
that  it  conveys  the  fact  that  when  the  work  was  composed  transla- 

*  Matthaiis^  quiet  Levi,  ex publicano  apostolus,  primus  in  Judaa,  propter 
eos  qui  ex  circutncisicne  crecUderant,  evangelium  Christi  Hebraicis  litteris 
verbisque  composuU:  quod  quis  postea  in  Gracum  transtulerU,  non  satis 
cerium  est,     Ilieron.  De  Vir,  III.,  3. 

*  Cf.  Theophylact,  Com,  in  Matth,,Proim.  ;  Auctor Synops,  Script,  Sacr,; 
Athanasius,  Opp,  Paris,,  \\,,  p.  155  ;  Evang.  sec.  Matth.  ed.  Matthcti,  p.  lo. 

3  Th,  Studien  u.  KHt.,  1832,  p.  735  f. 

*  In  connection  with  this  it  may  be  of  interest  to  remember  that,  in  the 
account  of  his  conversion  and  the  vision  which  he  saw  on  his  way  to 
Damascus  which  Paul  gives  to  King  Agrippa  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  he 
states  that  Jesus  spoke  to  him  "  in  the  Hebrew  dialect "  ( 'E^patdi  dtoX«rv), 
Acts  xxvi.  14. 
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tion  was  requisite,  and,  as  each  one  translated  "  as  he  was  able," 
that  no  recognised  translation  existed  to  which  all  might  have 
recourse.  There  is  no  contrast  either  necessarily  or  probably 
implied  in  the  use  of  the  past  tense.  The  composition  of  the 
Xoyta  being,  of  course,  referred  to  in  the  past  tense,  the  same 
tense  is  simply  continued  in  completing  the  sentence.  The  pur- 
pose is  obviously  to  convey  the  fact  that  the  work  was  composed 
in  the  Hebrew  language.  But  even  if  it  be  taken  that  Papias 
intentionally  uses  the  past  tense  in  reference  to  the  time  when 
translations  did  not  exist,  nothing  is  gained.  Papias  may  have 
known  of  many  translations,  but  there  is  absolutely  not  a  syllable 
which  warrants  the  conclusion  that  he  was  acquainted  with  an 
authentic  Greek  version,  although  it  is  possible  that  he  may  have 
known  of  the  existence  of  some  Greek  translations  of  no  authority. 
The  words  used,  however,  imply  that,  if  he  did,  he  had  no  respect 
for  any  of  them. 

Thus  the  account  of  Papias,  supported  by  the  perfectly  unani- 
mous testimony  of  the  Fathers,  declares  that  the  work  composed 
by  Matthew  was  written  in  the  Hebrew  or  Aramaic  dialect.  The 
only  evidence  which  asserts  that  Matthew  wrote  any  work  at  all 
distinctly  asserts  that  he  wrote  it  in  Hebrew.  It  is  quite  impossible 
to  separate  the  statement  of  the  authorship  from  that  regarding  the 
language.  The  two  points  are  so  indissolubly  united  that  they 
stand  or  fall  together.  If  it  be  denied  that  Matthew  wrote  in 
Hebrew,  it  cannot  be  asserted  that  he  wrote  at  all.  It  is  therefore 
perfectly  certain  from  this  testimony  that  Matthew  cannot  be 
declared  the  direct  author  of  the  Greek  canonical  Gospel  bearing 
his  name.  At  the  very  best  it  can  only  be  a  translation,  by  an 
unknown  hand,  of  a  work  the  original  of  which  was  early  lost. 
None  of  the  earlier  Fathers  ever  ventured  a  conjecture  as  to  how, 
when,  or  by  whom  the  translation  was  effected.  Jerome  explicitly 
states  that  the  translator  of  the  work  was  unknown.  The  deduction 
is  clear:  our  Greek  Gospel,  in  so  far  as  it  is  associated  with 
Matthew  at  all,  cannot  at  the  utmost  be  more  than  a  translation, 
but  as  the  work  of  an  unknown  translator  there  cannot,  in  the 
absence  of  the  original,  or  of  satisfactory  testimony  of  its  accuracy, 
be  any  assurance  that  the  translation  faithfully  renders  the  work  of 
Matthew,  or  accurately  conveys  the  sense  of  the  original.  All  its 
Apostolical  authority  is  gone.  Even  Michaelis  long  ago  recog- 
nised this  :  "  If  the  original  text  of  Matthew  be  lost,  and  we  have 
nothing  but  a  Greek  translation,  then,  frankly,  we  cannot  ascribe 
any  divine  inspiration  to  the  words;  yea,  it  is  possible  that  in  various 
places  the  true  meaning  of  the  Apostle  has  been  missed  by  the 
translator."'     This  was  felt  and  argued  by  the  Manicheans  in  the 

'  EinL  N.  r.,  ii.,  p.  997,  cf.  p.  1,003. 
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fourth  century,'  and  by  the  Anabaptists  at  the  time  of  the 
Reformation.'  A  wide  argument  might  be  opened  out  as  to  the 
dependence  of  the  other  two  Gospels  on  this  unauthenticated 
work. 

The  dilemma,  however,  is  not  yet  complete.  It  was  early 
remarked  that  our  first  canonical  Gospel  bears  no  real  marks  of 
being  a  translation  at  all,  but  is  evidently  an  original,  independent 
Greek  work.  Even  men  like  Erasmus,  Calvin,  Cajetan,  and 
(Ecolampadius  began  to  deny  the  statement  that  our  Gospels 
showed  any  traces  of  Hebrew  origin,  and  the  researches  of  later 
scholars  have  so  fully  confirmed  their  doubts  that  few  now 
maintain  the  primitive  belief  in  a  translation.  We  do  not  propose 
here  to  enter  fully  into  this  argument.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that 
the  great  majority  of  competent  critics  declare  that  our  first 
canonical  Gospel  is  no  translation,  but  an  original  Greek  text ; 
whilst  of  those  who  consider  that  they  find  in  it  traces  of  translation 
and  of  Hebrew  origin,  some  barely  deny  the  independent  originality 
of  the  Greek  Gospel,  and  few  assert  more  than  substantial  agreement 
with  the  original,  with  more  or  less  variation  and  addition  often  of 
a  very  decided  character.  The  case,  therefore,  stands  thus :  The 
whole  of  the  evidence  which  warrants  our  believing  that  Matthew 
wrote  any  work  at  all,  distinctly,  invariably,  and  emphatically 
asserts  that  he  wrote  that  work  in  Hebrew  or  Aramaic ;  a  Greek 
Gospel,  therefore,  as  connected  with  Matthew,  can  only  be  a 
translation  by  an  unknown  hand,  whose  accuracy  we  have  not,  and 
never  have  had,  the  means  of  verifying.  Our  Greek  Gospel, 
however,  being  an  independent  original  Greek  text,  there  is  no 
ground  whatever  for  ascribing  it  even  indirectly  to  Matthew  at  all, 
the  whole  evidence  of  antiquity  being  emphatically  opposed,  and 
the  Gospel  itself  laying  no  claim,  to  such  authorship. 

One  or  other  of  these  alternatives  must  be  adopted  for  our  first 
Gospel,  and  either  is  absolutely  fatal  to  its  direct  Apostolic  origin. 
Neither  as  a  translation  from  the  Hebrew  nor  as  an  original  Greek 
text  can  it  claim  Apostolic  authority.  This  has  been  so  well 
recognised,  if  not  admitted,  that  some  writers,  with  greater  zeal 
than  discretion,  have  devised  fanciful  theories  to  obviate  the 
difficulty.  These  maintain  that  Matthew  himself  wrote  both  in 
Hebrew  and  in  Greek,  or  at  least  that  the  translation  was  made 
during  his  own  lifetime  and  under  his  own  eye,  and  so  on.  There 
is  not,  however,  a  particle  of  evidence  for  any  of  these  assertions, 
which  are  merely  the  arbitrary  and  groundless  conjectures  of 
embarrassed  apologists. 

It  is  manifest  that  upon  this  evidence  both  those  who  assert  the 

'  Augustine,  Contra  Faust.^  32,  2 ;  33,  3. 
*  Sixtus  Senensis,  Bibi.  Sancta^  vii.  2,  p.  924. 
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Hebrew  original  of  Matthew's  work  and  those  who  maintain  that 
our  Gospel  is  not  a  translation,  but  an  original  Greek  composition, 
should  logically  deny  its  apostolicity.  We  need  not  say  that  this 
is  not  done,  and  that  for  dogmatic  and  other  foregone  conclusions 
many  profess  belief  in  the  Apostolic  authorship  of  the  Gospel, 
although  in  doing  so  they  wilfully  ignore  the  facts,  and  in  many 
cases  merely  claim  a  substantial,  but  not  absolute,  Apostolic  origin 
for  the  work.  A  much  greater  number  of  the  most  able  and 
learned  critics,  however,  both  from  external  and  internal  evidence, 
deny  the  Apostolic  origin  of  our  first  canonical  Gospel. 

There  is  another  fact  to  which  we  may  briefly  refer,  which,  from 
another  side,  shows  that  the  work  of  Matthew,  with  which  Papias 
was  acquainted,  was  different  from  our  Gospel.  In  a  fragment 
from  the  fourth  book  of  his  lost  work,  which  is  preserved  to  us  by 
CEcumenius  and  Theophylact,  Papias  relates  the  circumstances  of 
the  death  of  Judas  Iscariot  in  a  manner  which  is  in  contradiction 
to  the  account  in  the  first  Gospel.  In  Matthew  xxvii.  5  the  death 
of  the  traitor  is  thus  related :  "  And  he  cast  down  the  pieces  of 
silver  in  the  temple,  and  departed  and  went  and  hanged  himself."' 
The  narrative  in  Papias  is  as  follows :  "  Judas  walked  about  in 
this  world  a  great  example  of  impiety ;  for  his  body  having 
swollen  so  that,  on  an  occasion  when  a  waggon  was  moving  on 
its  way  he  could  not  pass  it,  he  was  crushed  by  the  waggon,  and 
his  bowels  gushed  out."'  Theophylact,  in  connection  with  this 
passage,  adds  other  details,  also  apparently  taken  from  the  work 
of  Papias ;  as,  for  instance,  that,  from  his  excessive  corpulency, 
the  eyes  of  Judas  were  so  swollen  that  they  could  not  see,  and  so 
sunk  in  his  head  that  they  could  not  be  perceived  even  by  the 
aid  of  the  optical  instruments  of  physicians;  and  that  the 
rest  of  his  body  was  covered  with  running  sores  and  maggots,  and 
so  on  in  the  manner  of  the  early  Christian  ages,  whose  imagination 
conjured  up  the  wildest  "special  providences"  to  punish  the 
enemies  of  the  faith.  As  Papias  expressly  states  that  he  eagerly 
inquired  what  the  Apostles  and,  amongst  them,  what  Matthew 
said,  we  may  conclude  that  he  would  not  have  deliberately  contra- 
dicted the  account  given  by  that  Apostle  had  he  been  acquainted 
with  any  work  attributed  to  him  which  contained  it. 

It  has  been  argued,  from  some  very  remote  and  imaginary 
resemblance  between  the  passage  from  the  preface  to  the  work  of 
Papias  quoted  by  Eusebius  with  the  prologue  to  Luke,  that 
Papias  was  acquainted  with  that  Gospel ;  but  nothii^  could  be 
more  groundless    than    such    a   conclusion    based    upon    such 

'  In  Acts  i.  18  f.  an  account  is  given  which  again  contradicts  both  Matthew 
and  the  version  of  Papias. 
'  CEcumenius,  Comm,  in  Acta  Apost,^  cap.  ii. 
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evidence,  and  there  is  not  a  word  in  our  fragments  of  Papias 
which  warrants  such  an  assertion.  Eusebius  does  not  mention 
that  Papias  knew  either  the  third  or  fourth  Gospel.  Is  it 
possible  to  suppose  that  if  Papias  had  been  acquainted  with 
those  Gospels  he  would  not  have  asked  for  information  about 
them  from  the  Presbyters,  or  that  Eusebius  would  not  have 
recorded  it  as  he  did  that  regarding  the  works  ascribed  to  Matthew 
and  Mark  ?  Eusebius  states,  however,  that  Papias  *'  made  use  of 
testimonies  from  the  first  Epistle  of  John  and,  likewise,  from  that 
of  Peter.'*'  As  Eusebius,  however,  does  not  quote  the  passages 
from  Papias,  we  must  remain  in  doubt  whether  he  did  not,  as  else- 
where, assume  from  some  similarity  of  wording  that  the  passages 
were  quotations  from  these  Epistles,  whilst  in  reality  they  might 
not  be.  Andrew,  a  Cappadocian  bishop  of  the  fifth  century, 
mentions  that  Papias,  amongst  others  of  the  Fathers,  con- 
sidered the  Apocalypse  inspired.*  No  reference  is  made  to  this 
by  Eusebius,  but,  although  from  his  Millenarian  tendencies  it  is 
very  probable  that  Papias  regarded  the  Apocalypse  with  peculiar 
veneration  as  a  prophetic  book,  this  evidence  is  too  vague  and 
isolated  to  be  of  much  value. 

We  find,  however,  that  Papias,  like  Hegesippus  and  others  of 
the  Fathers,  was  acquainted  with  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews.  Eusebius  says:  "He  (Papias)  has  likewise  related 
another  history  of  a  woman  accused  of  many  sins  before  the  Lord, 
which  is  contained  in  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews."3 
This  is  generally  believed  to  be  the  episode  inserted  in  the  later 
MSS.  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  viii.  i-ii. 

Whatever  books  Papias  knew,  however,  it  is  certain,  from  his 
own  express  declaration,  that  he  ascribed  little  importance  to 
them,  and  preferred  tradition  as  a  more  beneficial  source  of 
information  regarding  evangelical  history.  **  For  I  held  that  what 
was  to  be  derived  from  books,"  he  says,  "  did  not  so  profit  me  as 
that  from  the  living  and  abiding  voice."*  If,  therefore,  it  could  even 
have  been  shown  that  Papias  was  acquainted  Avith  any  of  our 
canonical  Gospels,  it  must,  at  the  same  time,  have  been  admitted 
that  he  did  not  recognise  them  as  authoritative  documents.  It  is 
manifest  from  the  evidence  adduced,  however,  that  Papias  did  not 
know  our  Gospels.  It  is  not  possible  that  he  could  have  found  it 
better  to  inquire  "what  John  or  Matthew,  or  what  any  other  of 

the  disciples  of  the  Lord say"  if  he  had  known  of  Gospels 

such  as  ours,  and  believed  them  to  have  been  actually  written  by 
those  Apostles,  deliberately  telling  him   what  they  had  to  say. 

*  Euseb.,  H,  E.f  iii.  39. 

■  ProUg,  Commeni,  in  Apocalypsin  ;  Routh,  Reliq,  Sacra ^  1846,  i.,  p.  15. 

^  H,  E,,  iii.  39.  *  Euseb.,  H,  E.,  iii.  39. 
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The  work  of  Matthew,  which  he  mentions,  being,  however,  a  mere 
collection  of  discourses  of  Jesus,  he  might  naturally  inquire  what 
the  Apostle'  himself  said  of  the  history  and  teaching  of  the 
Master.  The  evidence  of  Papias  is,  in  every  respect,  most  im- 
portant. He  is  the  first  writer  who  mentions  that  Matthew  and 
Mark  were  believed  to  have  written  any  works  at  all ;  but,  whilst 
he  shows  that  he  does  not  accord  any  canonical  authority  even  to 
the  works  attributed  to  them,  his  description  of  those  works  and 
his  general  testimony  come  with  crushing  force  against  the  pre- 
tensions made  on  behalf  of  our  Gospels  to  Apostolic  origin  and 
authenticity. 


*  We  may  merely  remark  that  Papias  does  not  call  the  Matthew  who 
wrote  the  \6yia  an  Apostle.  In  this  sentence  he  speaks  of  the  Apostle, 
but  he  does  not  distinctly  identify  him  with  the  Matthew  of  the  other 
passage. 
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CHAPTER    V. 

THE   CLEMENTINES — THE    EPISTLE   TO   DIOGNETUS 

We  must  now  as  briefly  as  possible  examine  the  evidence  furnished 
by  the  apocryphal  religious  romance  generally  known  by  the  name 
of  "  The  Clementines,"  and  assuming,  falsely  of  course,  to  be  the 
composition  of  the  Roman  Clement.  The  Clementines  are 
composed  of  three  principal  works,  the  Homilies^  Recognitions^ 
and  a  so-called  Epitome,  The  Homilies^  again,  are  prefaced  by  a 
pretended  epistle  addressed  by  the  Apostle  Peter  to  James,  and 
another  from  Clement.  These  Homilies  were  only  known  in  an 
imperfect  form  till  1853,  when  Dressel'  published  a  complete 
Greek  text.  Of  the  Recognitions  we  only  possess  a  Latin  trans- 
lation by  Rufinus  (a.d.  402).  Although  there  is  much  difference 
of  opinion  regarding  the  claims  to  priority  of  the  Homilies  and 
Recognitions^  many  critics  assigning  that  place  to  the  Homilies^ 
whilst  others  assert  the  earlier  origin  of  the  Recognitions^  all  are 
agreed  that  the  one  is  merely  a  version  of  the  other,  the  former 
being  embodied  almost  word  for  word  in  the  latter,  whilst  the 
Epitome  is  a  blending  of  the  other  two,  probably  intended  to 
purge  them  from  heretical  doctrine.  These  works,  which  are 
generally  admitted  to  have  emanated  from  the  Ebionitic  party  of 
the  early  Church,  are  supposed  to  be  based  upon  older  Petrine 
writings,  such  as  the  "  Preaching  of  Peter  "  (KiJ/avy/uta  IleT/jov),  and 
the  "  Travels  of  Peter "  (Ilc/atoSot  IIcT/aov).  It  is  not  necessary 
for  our  purpose  to  go  into  any  analysis  of  the  character  of 
the  Clementines.  It  will  suffice  to  say  that  they  mainly 
consist  of  discussions  between  the  Apostle  Peter  and  Simon  the 
Magician  regarding  the  identity  of  the  true  Mosaic  and  Christian 
religions.  Peter  follows  the  Magician  from  city  to  city  for  the 
purpose  of  exposing  and  refuting  him,  the  one,  in  fact,  representing 
Apostolic  doctrine  and  the  other  heresy;  and  in  the  course  of 
these  discussions  occur  the  very  numerous  quotations  of  sayings  of 
Jesus  and  of  Christian  history  which  we  have  to  examine. 

The  Clementine  Recognitions^  as  we  have  already  remarked, 
are  only  known  to  us  through  the  Latin  translation  of  Rufinus ; 
and,  from  a  comparison  of  the  evangelical  quotations  occurring  in 

*  dementis  R.  qua  feruntur  Homilia  xx.  nunc  pritnum  iniegra,  Ed. 
A.  R.  M.  Dressel. 
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that  work  with  the  same  in  the  Homilies^  it  is  evident  that  Rufinus 
has  assimilated  them,  in  the  course  of  translation,  to  tfie  parallel 
passages  of  our  Gospels.  It  is  admitted,  therefore,  that  no 
argument  regarding  the  source  of  the  quotations  can  rightly  be 
based  upon  the  Recognitions^  and  that  work  may,  consequently, 
be  entirely  set  aside,  and  the  Clementine  Homilies  alone  occupy 
our  attention. 

We  need  scarcely  remark  that,  unless  the  date  at  which  these 
Homilies  were  composed  can  be  ascertained,  their  value  as 
testimony  for  the  existence  of  our  Synoptic  Gospels  is  seriously 
affected.  The  difficulty  of  arriving  at  a  correct  conclusion 
regarding  this  point,  great  under  almost  any  circumstances,  is 
increased  by  the  fact  that  the  work  is  altogether  apocryphal,  and 
most  certainly  not  held  by  any  one  to  have  been  written  by  the  person 
whose  name  it  bears.  There  is,  in  fact,  nothing  but  internal 
evidence  by  which  to  fix  the  date,  and  that  evidence  is  of  a 
character  which  admits  of  very  wide  extension  down  the  course 
of  time,  although  a  sharp  limit  is  set  beyond  which  it  carmot 
mount  upwards.  Of  external  evidence  there  is  almost  none,  and 
what  little  exists  does  not  warrant  an  early  date.  Origen,  it  is  true, 
mentions  Ilc/atoSot  KA,^/x€vto9,'  which,  it  is  conjectured,  may 
either  be  the  same  work  as  the  'Amyi^/jurfu)?,  or  Recognitions^ 
translated  by  Rufinus,  or  related  to  it,  and  Epiphanius  and  others 
refer  to  Ile/aio^oi  WkrpQv^  but  our  Clementine  Homilies  are  not 
mentioned  by  any  writer  before  pseudo-Athanasius.3  The  work, 
therefore,  can  at  the  best  afford  no  substantial  testimony  to  the 
antiquity  and  apostolic  origin  of  our  Gospels.  Hilgenfeld,  following 
in  the  steps  of  Baur,  arrives  at  the  conclusion  that  the  Homilies 
are  directed  against  the  Gnosticism  of  Marcion  (and  also,  as  w^e 
shall  hereafter  see,  against  the  Apostle  Paul),  and  he,  therefore, 
necessarily  assigns  to  them  a  date  subsequent  to  a.d.  i6o.  As 
Reuss,  however,  inquires:  upon  this  ground,  why  should  a  still 
later  date  not  be  named,  since  even  Tertullian  wrote  vehemently 
against  the  same  Gnosis  ?<  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
author  was  a  representative  of  Ebionitic  Gnosticism,  which  had 
once  been  the  purest  form  of  primitive  Christianity;  but  later, 
through  its  own  development,  though  still  more  through  the  rapid 
growth  around  it  of  Paulinian  doctrine,  had  assumed  a  position 
closely  verging  upon  heresy.  It  is  not  necessary  for  us,  however, 
to  enter  upon  any  exhaustive  discussion  of  the  date  at  which  the 

*  Comment,  in  Genesin  Philcc,  22. 

*  Hilgenfeld  considers  Recog,  iv.-vi.,  Horn,  vii.-xi.,  a  version  of  the 
ll€pioioi  Hirpov'  Dig  ap,  Vater^  p.  291  ff.  ;  Ritschl  does  not  consider  that  this 
can  be  decidedly  proved,  Entst,  Altk.  Kirche,  p.  204  f.;  so  also  Uhlhom, 
Die  Horn,  u,  Recog,^  p«  71  ff. 

3  Sytiops.  Sarr.  Script.,  sabjinem.  *  Gesch.  N,  71 ,  p.  254. 
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Clementines  were  written ;  it  is  sufficient  to  show  that  there  is  no 
certain  ground  upon  which  a  decision  can  be  based,  and  that  even 
an  approximate  conjecture  can  scarcely  be  reasonably  advanced. 
Critics  variously  date  the  composition  of  the  original  Recognitions 
from  about  the  middle  of  the  second  century  to  the  end  of  the 
third,  though  the  majority  are  agreed  in  placing  them  at  least  in 
the  latter  century.  They  assign  to  the  Homilies  an  origin  at 
different  dates  within  a  period  commencing  about  the  middle  of 
the  second  century,  and  extending  to  one  or  two  centuries  later. 

In  the  Homilies  there  are  very  numerous  quotations  of  sayings 
of  Jesus  and  of  Gospel  history,  whicb  are  generally  placed  in  the 
mouth  of  Peter,  or  introduced  with  such  formulk  as :  "  The 
teacher  said,"  "Jesus  said,"  "He  said,"  "The  prophet  said";  but 
in  no  case  does  the  author  name  the  source  from  which  these 
sayings  and  quotations  are  derived.  That  he  does,  however, 
quote  from  a  written  source,  and  not  from  tradition,  is  clear  from 
the  use  of  such  expressions  as  "in  another  place  (aA-Xj;  ttov)' 
he  has  said,"  which  refer  not  to  other  localities  or  circumstances, 
but  another  part  of  a  written  history.  There  are  in  the  Clementine 
Homilies  upwards  of  a  hundred  quotations  of  sayings  of  Jesus 
or  references  to  his  history,  too  many  for  us  to  examine  in 
detail  here ;  but,  notwithstanding  the  number  of  these  passages,  so 
systematically  do  they  vary,  more  or  less,  from  the  parallels  in  our 
canonical  Gtospels  that,  as  in  the  case  of  Justin,  apologists  are 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  elastic  explanation,  already  worn 
so  threadbare,  of  "  free  quotation  from  memory  "  and  "  blending 
of  passages  "  to  account  for  the  remarkable  phenomena  presented. 
It  must  be  evident  that  the  necessity  for  such  an  apology 
shows  the  insufficiency  of  the  evidence  furnished  by  these 
quotations.  De  Wette  says:  "The  quotations  of  evangelical 
worics  and  histories  in  the  pseudo-Clementine  writings,  from  their 
nature  free  and  inaccurate,  permit  only  an  uncertain  conclusion  to 
be  drawn  as  to  their  written  source."'  Critics  have  maintained 
very  different  and  conflicting  views  regarding  that  source.  Apolo- 
gists, of  course,  assert  that  the  quotations  in  the  Homilies  are  taken 
from  our  Gospels  only.  Others  ascribe  them  to  our  Gosf>els,  with 
a  supplementary  apocryphal  work  :  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews,  or  the  Gospel  according  to  Peter.  Some,  whilst 
admitting  a  subsidiary  use  of  some  of  our  Gospels,  assert 
that  the  author  of  the  Homilies  employs,  in  preference, 
the  Gospel  according  to  Peter ;  whilst  others,  recognising 
also  the  similarity  of  the  features  presented  by  these  quota- 
tions with  those  of  Justin's,  conclude  that  the  author  does 
not  quote  our  Gospels  at  all,  but    makes   use  of  the  Gospel 

'  See  several  instances,  Horn.  xix.  2.  '  EinL  N,  T,y  p.  115. 
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according  to  Peter,  or  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews.' 
Evidence  permitting  of  such  divergent  conclusions  manifestly 
cannot  be  of  a  decided  character.  We  may  affirm  that  few 
of  those  who  are  willing  to  admit  the  use  of  our  Synoptics 
by  the  author  of  the  Homilies^  along  with  other  sources, 
make  that  concession  on  the  strength  of  the  isolated  evidence 
of  the  Homilies  themselves,  but  they  are  generally  moved  by 
antecedent  views  on  the  point.  In  an  inquiry  like  that  which 
we  have  undertaken,  however,  such  easy  and  indifferent  judgment 
would  obviously  be  out  of  place,  and  the  point  we  have  to 
determine  is  not  whether  ah  author  may  have  been  acquainted 
with  our  Gospels,  but  whether  he  furnishes  testimony  that  he 
actually  was  in  possession  of  our  present  Gospels  and  regarded 
them  as  authoritative. 

We  have  already  mentioned  that  the  author  of  the  CUfnentine 
Homilies  never  names  the  source  from  which  his  quotations  are 
derived.  Of  these  very  numerous  quotations  we  must  again 
distinctly  state  that  only  two  or  three,  of  a  very  brief  and  fragmen- 
tary character,  literally  agree  with  our  Synoptics,  whilst  all  the  rest 
differ  more  or  less  widely  from  the  parallel  passages  in  those 
Gospels.  Some  of  these  quotations  are  repeated  more  than  once 
with  the  same  persistent  and  characteristic  variations,  and  in 
several  cases,  as  we  have  already  stated,  they  agree  more  or  less 
closely  with  quotations  of  Justin  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Apostles, 
Others,  again,  have  no  parallels  at  all  in  our  Gospels,  and  even 
apologists  are  consequently  compelled  to  admit  the  collateral  use 
of  an  apocryphal  Gospel.  As  in  the  case  of  Justin,  therefore, 
the  singular  phenomenon  is  presented  of  a  vast  number  of 
quotations  of  which  only  one  or  two  brief  phrases,  too  fragmentary 
to  avail  as  evidence,  perfectly  agree  with  our  Gospels  ;  whilst  of 
the  rest,  which  all  vary  more  or  less,  some  merely  resemble 
combined  passages  of  two  Gospels,  others  only  contain  the  sense, 
some  present  variations  likewise  found  in  other  writers  or  in  various 
parts  of  the  Homilies,  and  are  repeatedly  quoted  with  the  same 
variations,  and  others  are  not  found  in  our  Gospels  at  all.  Such 
characteristics  cannot  be  fairly  accounted  for  by  any  mere  theory  of 
imperfect  memory  or  negligence.  The  systematic  variation  from 
our  Synoptics,  variation  proved  by  repetition  not  to  be  accidental, 
coupled  with  quotations  which  have  no  parallels  at  all  in  our 
Gospels,  more  naturally  point  to  the  use  of  a  different  Gospel.  In 
no  case  can  the  Homilies  be  accepted  as  furnishing  evidence  even 
of  the  existence  of  our  Gospels. 

As  it  is  impossible  here  to  examine  in  detail  all  of  the  quotations 

*  Credner,  Schwegler,  Hilgenfeld,  Volkmar,  Zeller,  and  others,  consider  that 
the  author  uses  the  same  Gospel  as  Justin. 
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in  the  Clementine  HamiHeSy  we  must  content  ourselves  with 
this  distinct  statement  of  their  character,  and  merely  illustrate 
the  different  classes  of  quotations,  exhausting,  however,  those 
which  literally  agree  with  passages  in  the  Gospels.  The  most 
determined  of  recent  apologists  do  not  afford  us  an  opportunity 
of  testing  the  passages  upon  which  they  base  their  assertion  of  the 
use  of  our  Synoptics,  for  they  simply  assume  that  the  author  used 
them  without  producing  instances.' 

The  first  quotation  agreeing  with  a  passage  in  our  Synoptics 
occurs  in  Horn,  iii.  52:  **And  he  cried,  saying:  Come  unto  me 
all  ye  that  are  weary,"  which  agrees  with  the  opening  words  of 
Matt.  xi.  28 ;  but  the  phrase  does  not  continue,  and  is  followed 
by  the  explanation,  "  that  is,  who  are  seeking  the  truth  aiid  not 
finding  it."'  It  is  evident  that  so  short  and  fragmentary  a  phrase 
cannot  prove  anything. 

The  next  passage  occurs  in  Horn,  xviii.  15  :  "  For  Isaiah  said  : 
I  will  open  my  mouth  in  parables,  and  I  will  utter  things  that 
have  been  kept  secret  from  the  foundation  of  the  world."^ 
This  passage,  with  a  slightly  different  order  of  words,  is  found  in 
Matt.  xiii.  35.  After  giving  a  series  of  parables,  the  author  of  the 
Gospel  says  (v.  34) :  "  All  these  things  spake  Jesus  unto  the 
multitudes  in  parables  ;  and  without  a  parable  spake  he  not  unto 
them ;  (v.  35)  That  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was  spoken  by  the 
prophet  (Isaiah),  saying :  I  will  open  my  mouth  in  parables,  &c." 
There  are  two  peculiarities  which  must  be  pointed  out  in  this 
passage.  It  is  not  found  in  Isaiah,  but  in  Psalm  Ixxviii.  2,^  and 
it  presents  a  variation  from  the  version  of  the  Ixx.  Both  the 
variation  and  the  erroneous  reference  to  Isaiah,  therefore,  occur 
also  in  the  Homily,  and  it  is  upon  this  similarity  of  mistake  that 
the  apologetic  argument  mainly  rests.  The  first  part  of  the 
sentence  agrees  with,  but  the  latter  part  is  quite  different  from, 
the  Greek  of  the  Ixx.,  which  reads :  "  I  will  utter  problems  from 
the  beginning,"  <^^cy^o/xat  irpoPkrjfutra  dw*  aipx^s*^ 

The  Psalm  from  which  the  quotation  is  really  taken  is,  by  its 
superscription,  ascribed  to  Asaph,  who,  in  the  Septuagint  version 

*  Tischendorf  only  devotes  a  dozen  lines,  with  a  note,  to  the  Cletnentimsy 
and  only  in  connection  with  our  fourth  Gospel,  which  shall  hereafter  have  our 
attention  {IVann  wurden  u,  s.  w.,  p.  90).  In  the  same  way  Dr.  Westcott 
passes  them  over  in  a  short  paragraph,  merely  asserting  the  allusions  to  our 
Gospels  to  be  "generally  admitted,"  and  only  directly  reterring  to  one  supposed 
quotation  from  Mark  which  we  shall  presently  examine,  and  one  which  he 
affirms  to  be  from  the  fourth  Gospel  {Oh  the  Canon^  p.  251  f.  In  the  4th 
edition  he  has  enlarged  his  remarks,  p.  282  fif. ). 

*  Horn,  iii.  52.  3  Horn,  xviii  15. 

*  The  Vulgate  reads :  aperiam  in  parabolis  os  meum :  loquar  propositicnes 
ab  initio,     Ps.  Ixxvii.  2. 

5  Ps.  IxxviL  2. 
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of  2  Chronicles  xxix.  30,  is  called  a  prophet.  It  was,  therefore, 
early  asserted  that  the  original  reading  of  Matthew  was  "  Asaph," 
instead  of  "  Isaiah."  Porphyry,  in  the  third  century,  twitted 
Christians  with  this  erroneous  ascription  by  their  inspired  evange- 
list to  Isaiah  of  a  passage  from  a  Psalm,  and  reduced  the  Fathers 
to  great  straits.  Eusebius,  in  his  commentary  on  this  verse  of  the 
Psalm,  attributes  the  insertion  of  the  words,  "  by  the  prophet 
Isaiah,"  to  unintelligent  copyists,  and  asserts  that  in  accurate 
MSS.  the  name  is  not  added  to  the  word  prophet.  Jerome 
likewise  ascribes  the  insertion  of  the  name  Isaiah  for  that  of 
Asaph,  which  was  originally  written,  to  an  ignorant  scribe,'  and 
in  the  commentary  on  the  Psalms,  generally,  though  probably 
falsely,  ascribed  to  him,  the  remark  is  made  that  many  copies  of 
the  Gospel  to  that  day  had  the  name  "  Isaiah,"  for  which  Porphyry 
had  reproached  Christians,"  and  the  writer  of  the  same  commentary 
actually  allows  himself  to  make  the  assertion  that  Asaph  was  found 
in  all  the  old  codices,  but  ignorant  men  had  removed  it.3  The 
fact  is,  that  the  reading  "Asaph"  for  "Isaiah"  is  not  found  in 
any  extant  MS.,  and,  although  "  Isaiah  "  has  disappeared  from  all 
but  a  few  obscure  codices,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  name 
anciently  stood  in  the  text.  In  the  Sinaitic  Codex,  which  is 
probably  the  earliest  MS.  extant,  and  which  is  assigned  to  the 
fourth  century,  "  the  prophet  Isaiah "  stands  in  the  text  by  the 
first  hand,  but  is  erased  by  the  second  (b). 

The  quotation  in  the  Homily,  however,  is  clearly  not  from  oiu 
Gospel.  It  is  introduced  by  the  words  "  For  Isaiah  says ";  and 
the  context  is  so  different  from  that  in  Matthew  that  it  seems 
most  improbable  that  the  author  of  the  Homily  could  have  had 
the  passage  suggested  to  him  by  the  Gospel.  It  occurs  in  a 
discussion  between  Simon  the  Magician  and  Peter.  The  former 
undertakes  to  prove  that  the  Maker  of  the  world  is  not  the 
highest  God,  and  amongst  other  arguments  he  advances  the 
passage,  "  No  man  knew  the  Father,"  etc.,  to  show  that  the 
Father  had  remained  concealed  from  the  Patriarchs,  etc.,  until 
revealed  by  the  Son ;  and  in  reply  to  Peter  he  retorts,  that  if  the 
supposition  that  the  Patriarchs  were  not  deemed  worthy  to  know 
the  Father  was  unjust,  the  Christian  teacher  himself  was  to  blame 
who  said,  "I  thank  thee.  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  what 
was  concealed  from  the  wise  thou  hast  revealed  to  suckling  babes." 

*  Comment.  Matt.^  xiii.  35. 

'  Multa  evangelia  usque  hodie  ita  habent :  Ut  impleretur,  quod  scriptum  est 
per  Isaiam  prophetam,  etc.     Hieron. ,  0pp. ,  vii. ,  p.  270  f. 

3  Asaph  invenitur  in  omnibus  veteribus  codicibus^  sed  homines  ignorantes 
tulentnt  illud.  To  this  Credner  pertinently  remarks  :  ''^ Die  Noth,  in  wekhe 
die  guten  KirchenvcUer  durch  Porphyrius  gekommen  waren^  erlaubte  auch  eine 
Liige.     Sie  geschah  ja :  in  majorem  Dei gloriam^^  {Beitrage^  i.,  p.  304). 
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Peter  argues  that  in  the  statement  of  Jesus,  "  No  man  knew  the 
Father,"  etc.,  he  cannot  be  considered  to  indicate  another  God 
and  Father  from  him  who  made  the  world,  and  he  continues : 
"  For  the  concealed  things  of  which  he  spoke  may  be  those  of 
the  Creator  himself ;  for  Isaiah  says,  *  I  will  open  my  mouth,*  etc. 
Do  you  admit,  therefore,  that  the  prophet  was  not  ignorant  of  the 
things  concealed  ?"'  and  so  on.  There  is  absolutely  nothing  in 
this  argument  to  indicate  that  the  passage  was  suggested  by  the 
Gospel,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  used  in  a  totally  different  way, 
and  is  quoted  not  as  an  evangelical  text,  but  as  a  saying  from  the 
Old  Testament,  and  treated  m  connection  with  the  prophet  him- 
self,-and  not  with  its  supposed  fulfilment  in  Jesus.  It  may  be 
remarked  tha^  in  the  corresponding  part  of  the  Recognitions^ 
whether  that  work  be  of  older  or  more  recent  date,  the  passage 
does  not  occur  at  all.  Now,  although  it  is  impossible  to  say  how 
and  where  this  erroneous  reference  to  a  passage  of  the  Old 
Testament  first  occurred,  there  is  no  reason  for  ^firming  that  it 
originated  in  our  first  Synoptic,  and  as  little  for  asserting  that  its 
occurrence  in  the  Clementine  Homilies,  with  so  different  a  context 
and  object,  involves  the  conclusion  that  their  author  derived  it 
firom  the  Gospel,  and  not  from  the  Old  Testament  or  some  other 
source.  On  the  contrary,  the  peculiar  argument  based  upon  it  in 
the  Homilies  suggests  a  different  origin,  and  it  is  very  probable 
that  the  passage,  with  its  erroneous  reference,  was  derived  by  both 
from  another  and  common  source. 

Another  passage  is  a  phrase  from  the  "  Lord^s  Prayer,"  which 
occurs  in  Horn,  xix.  2  :  "  But  also  in  the  prayer  which  he  com- 
mended to  us  we  have  it  said :  Deliver  us  from  the  evil  one  " 
(*Pvcrat  ij/uta?  airb  rov  vovrfpov).  It  need  scarcely  be  said  that 
few  Gospels  can  have  been  composed  without  including  this 
prayer,  and  the  occurrence  of  this  short  phrase  demonstrates 
nothing  more  than  the  mere  fact  that  the  author  of  the  Homilies 
was  acquainted  with  one  of  the  most  universally  known  lessons 
of  Jesus,  or  made  use  of  a  Gospel  which  contained  it.  There 
would  have  been  cause  for  wonder  had  he  been  ignorant  of  it. 

The  only  other  passage  which  agrees  literally  with  our  Gospels 
is  also  a  mere  fragment  from  the  parable  of  the  Talents,  and  when 
the  other  references  to  the  same  parable  are  added,  it  is  evident 
that  the  quotation  is  not  from  our  Gospels.  In  Hom.  iii.  65  the 
address  to  the  good  servant  is  introduced,  "  Well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servant"  (Ed,  SovX.€  dyaOk  koI  Trtcrrt),  which  agrees 
with  the  words  in  Matt.  xxv.  21.  The  allusion  to  the  parable  of 
the  talents  in  the  context  is  perfectly  clear,  and  the  passage 
occurs  in  an  address  of  the  Apostle   Peter  to  overcome  the 


*  Horn,  xviii.  1-15. 
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modest  scruples  of  Zaccheus,  the  former  publican,  who  has  been 
selected  by  Peter  as  his  successor  in  the  Church  of  Csesarea  when 
he  is  about  to  leave  in  pursuit  of  Simon  the  Magician.  Anticipa- 
ting the  possibility  of  his  hesitating  to  accept  the  office,  Peter,  in 
an  earlier  part  of  his  address,  however,  makes  fuller  allusions  to 
the  same  parable  of  the  talents,  which  we  must  contrast  with  the 
parallel  in  the  first  Synoptic  "  But  if  any  of  those  present, 
having  the  ability  to  instruct  the  ignorance  of  men,  shrink  back 
from  it,  considering  only  his  own  ease,  then  let  him  expect  to 
hear :" 

Matt.  xxv.  26-3a 

V.  26.  Thou  wicked  and  slothful 
servant,  thou  knew^st  that  I  reap 
where  I  sowed  not,  and  gather  from 
where  I  strawed  not. 

V.  27.  Thou  oughtest  therefore  to 
have  put  my  money  to  the  exchangers, 
and  at  my  coming  I  should  have 
received  mine  own  with  usury. 

V.  28,  29.     Take  therefore,  etc. 

V.  30.  And  cast  ye  the  unprofit- 
able servant  into  the  darkness  with- 
out ;  there  shall  be  weeping  and 
gnashing  of  teeth. 

V.  26.  JlovTjp^  dovXe  Kal  Sfcvripij 
jdtis  6ti  depi^Wy  K.T.X, 

V.  27.  Wet  <rc  0^  /3aX€ir  rb  dpyOptdf 
fiov  rots  Tpawcl^TcuSf    koI    i\$fi)v    iyu) 

V.  28,  29.     d/xirc  o5k,  ic.r.X. 

V.  30.  Kal  Tb¥  dxpcioy  SovXoy  iK^d- 
Xere  els  t6  (Fk6tos  t6  i^drrcpop'  ixei 
(<rrai  6  xXavdfibs,  k.t.X. 

The  Homily  does  not  end  here,  however,  but  continues  in 
words  not  found  in  our  Gospels  at  all :  "  And  reasonably  :  *  For,' 
he  says,  "it  is  thine,  O  man,  to  put  my  words  as  silver  with 
exchangers,  and  to  prove  them  as  money.' "=*  This  passage  is 
very  analogous  to  another  saying  of  Jesus,  frequently  quoted  from 
an  apocryphal  Gospel,  by  the  author  of  the  Homilies^  to  which  we 
shall  hereafter  more  particularly  refer,  but  here  merely  point  out : 
"  Be  ye  approved  money-changers  "  (ylvea-de  T/oaTrcftrat  SoKtfioL).^ 
The  variations  from  the  parallel  passages  in  the  first  and  third 
Gospels,  the  peculiar  application  of  the  parable  to  the  words  of 
Jesus,  and  the  addition  of  a  saying  not  found  in  our  Gospels, 
warrant  us  in  denying  that  the  quotations  we  are  considering  can 

'  Luke  xix.  23  substitutes  (Tpa^a  for  iK0fu<rdfi7jv. 

"  Kai  €^\6yufs.     Sou  ydp,  iprffflff  dvOptoKCf  rods   \6yovs  fiov  ws  dpyifpiov  iirl 
rpawe^iT&y  )9aXeiy,  kcU  (as  xfiijfMiTa  SoKifidacu.     Horn,  iii.  61. 
3  Horn,  iii.  50 ;  ii.  51,  etc. 


HOM.  III.  61. 
Thou  wicked  and  slothful  servant ; 


thou  oughtest  to  have  put  out  my 
money  with  the  exchangers,  and  at 
my  coming  I  should  have  exacted 
mme  own. 

Cast  ye  the  unprofitable  servant  into 
the  darkness  without. 


AoDXe  vovtipk  koX  hKirtipk, 

f$ei  ffe  rb  dpr/6pt.6r  fu>v  vpo- 
^akeiv  iirl  rCjy  Tpaire^iTUv,  Kcd  iyCi)  dp 
i\6u»  iTpa^  rb  i^b¥' 

iK^d\€T€  rbv  dxfi€iov  SoOXoi'   els  rb 
ffK&ros  rb  i^urrcpor. 
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be  appropriated  by  our  canonical  Gospels,  and,  on  the  contrary, 
give  good  reason  for  the  conclusion  that  the  author  derived  his 
knowledge  of  the  parable  from  another  source. 

There  is  no  other  quotation  in  the  Clementine  Homilies  which 
literally  agrees  with  our  Gospels,  and  it  is  difficult,  without  incur- 
ring the  charge  of  partial  selection,  to  illustrate  the  systematic 
variation  in  such  very  numerous  passages  as  occur  in  these  writings. 
It  would  be  tedious  and  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  test  applied  to 
the  quotations  of  Justin,  and  give  in  detail  the  passives  from  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  which  are  found  in  the  Homilies,  Some  of 
these  will  come  before  us  presently  ;  but  with  regard  to  the  whole, 
which  are  not  less  than  fifty,  we  may  broadly  and  positively  state 
that  they  all  more  or  less  differ  from  our  Gospels.  To  take  the 
severest  test,  however,  we  shall  compare  those  further  passages 
which  are  specially  adduced  as  most  closely  following  our  Gospels, 
and  neglect  the  vast  majority  which  widely  differ  from  them. 
In  addition  to  the  passages  which  we  have  already  examined, 
Credner'  jxjints  out  the  following.  The  first  is  from  Hom,  xix.  2'  : 
"  If  Satan  cast  out  Satan  he  is  divided  against  himself :  how  then 
can  his  kingdom  stand  ?"  In  the  first  part  of  this  sentence  the 
Homily  reads,  cK^aAAiy  for  the  <K^aXA,€t  of  the  first  Gosf>el,  and  the 
last  phrase  in  each  is  as  follows  : — 

Ham,  TC^  ofip  airroO  arifiiqi  if  /ScuriXe^a  ; 
Matt.  Twj  oDv  ar€L$i^aeTcu  if  ScuriXeia  avrov  ; 

The  third  Gospel  differs  from  the  first  as  the  Homily  does  from 
both.  The  next  passage  is  from  Horn,  xix.  73 :  "  For  thus,  said 
our  Father,  who  was  without  deceit :  out  of  abundance  of  heart 
mouth  speaketh."  The  Greek  compared  with  that  of  Matt.  xii.  34. 

//om.   *Ek  wefUffffeiifMros         Kapdlat       aT6fM  XaXet 

Matt.  *Ek  ykp  rou  irtpiffffeiifMTOs  t^s  KcipSlas  rb  ardfjia  XaXei. 

The  form  of  the  Homily  is  much  more  proverbial.  The  next 
passage  occurs  in  Hom,  iii.  52  :  "  Every  plant  which  the  heavenly 
Father  did  not  plant  shall  be  rooted  up."  This  agrees  with  the 
parallel  in  Matt.  xv.  13,  with  the  important  exception,  that 
although  in  the  mouth  of  Jesus,  "  tAe  heavenly  Father  "  is  substi- 
tuted for  the  ^^my  heavenly  Father"  of  the  Gospel.  The  last 
passage  pointed  out  by  Credner  is  from  Horn,  viii.  4  :  "  But  also 
*  many,'  he  said,  *  called,  but  few  chosen ' ";  which  may  be  com- 
pared with  Matt.  XX.  16,  etc. 

J/cm,  AXX^  Kcdf  ToWoly  ^<rii',     /cXiyroi,  6\lyoi  5i  iKXcKTol. 
Matt.  ToXXoi  ydp  eUrw  KXrjrol,  dXiyoi  Si  ixXeKToL 

We  have  already  fully  discussed  this  passage  of  the  Gospel  in 
connection  with  the  "  Epistle  of  Barnabas,"*  and  need  not  say 
more  here. 

^  Credner,  Beiirdge,  i.,  p.  285;  cf.  p.  302.  *  Cf.  Matt.  xii.  26. 

3  Cf.  Matt.  xii.  34.  *  P.  139  flf. 
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The  variations  in  these  passages,  it  may  be  argued,  are  not  very 
important.  Certainly,  if  they  were  the  exceptional  variations 
amongst  a  mass  of  quotations  perfectly  agreeing  with  parallels  in 
our  Gospels,  it  might  be  exaggeration  to  base  upon  such  diver- 
gences a  conclusion  that  they  were  derived  from  a  different  source. 
When  it  is  considered,  however,  that  the  very  reverse  is  the  case, 
and  that  these  are  passages  selected  for  their  closer  agreement  out 
of  a  multitude  of  others,  either  more  decidedly  differing  from  our 
Gospels  or  not  found  in  them  at  all,  the  case  entirely  changes  ; 
and,  variations  being  the  rule  instead  of  the  exception,  these, 
however  slight,  become  evidence  of  the  use  of  a  Gospel  different 
from  ours. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  importance  of  slight  variations  in 
connection  with  the  question  as  to  the  source  from  which 
quotations  are  derived,  the  following  may,  at  random,  be  pointed 
out :  The  passage,  "  See  thou  say  nothing  to  any  man,  but  go  thy 
way,  show  thyself  to  the  priest"  ("O/wi  fjLrjSevl  ctTiT/s,  dkka  wrayc 
<r€avTbv  Set^ov  rij)  Upd),  occurring  in  a  work  like  the  Homilies 
would,  supposing  our  second  Gospel  no  longer  extant,  be  referred  to 
Matt.  viii.  4,  with  which  it  entirely  agrees.  It  is,  however,  actually 
taken  from  Mark  i.  44,  and  not  from  the  first  Gospel.  Then, 
again,  supposing  that  our  first  Gospel  had  shared  the  fate  of  so 
many  others  of  the  iroA-Xoi  of  Luke,  and  in  some  early  work  the 
following  passage  was  found  :  "  A  prophet  is  not  without  honour, 
except  in  his  own  country  and  in  his  own  house  "  (Ouk  Icmv  Trpo- 
<fyqTrfs  arifJbos  el  fXTj  €v  tq  irarplSi  avrov  Kot  €v  tq  oiKitjiL  axrrov), 
this  passage  would,  undoubtedly,  be  claimed  by  apologists  as  a 
quotation  from  Mark  vi.  4,  and  as  proving  the  existence  and  use 
of  that  Gospel.  The  omission  of  the  words  "and  among  his  own 
kin  "  (koI  €v  Tots  <rvyy€v«rtv  atnrov)  would  at  first  be  explained  as 
mere  abbreviation,  or  defect  of  memory ;  but  on  the  discovery 
that  part  or  all  of  these  words  are  omitted  from  some  MSS.,  that, 
for  instance,  the  phrase  is  erased  from  the  oldest  manuscript 
known — the  Cod.  Sinaiticus — the  derivation  from  the  second 
Gospel  would  be  considered  as  established.  The  author,  notwith- 
standing, might  never  have  seen  that  Gospel,  for  the  quotation  is 
taken  from  Matt.  xiii.  57.' 

We  have  already  quoted  the  opinion  of  De  Wette  as  to  the  incon- 
clusive nature  of  the  deductions  to  be  drawn  from  the  quotations 
in  the  pseudo-Clementine  writings  regarding  their  source,  but  in 
pursuance  of  the  plan  we  have  adopted  we  shall  now  examine  the 
passages  which  he  cites  as  most  nearly  agreeing  with  our  Gospels." 
The  first  of  these  occurs  in  Horn,  iii.  18  :  "  The  Scribes  and  the 


Cf.  Matt.  viii.  19-22 ;  Luke  ix.  57-60,  etc. 
«  Einl,  N,  r.,  p.  115. 
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Pharisees  sit  upon  Moses'  seat ;  all  things,  therefore,  whatsoever 
they  speak  to  you,  hear  them,"  which  is  compared  with  Matt, 
xxiii.  2,  3 :  "  The  Scribes  and  the  Pharisees  sit  upon  Moses* 
seats ;  all  things,  therefore,  whatsoever  they  say  to  you,  do  and 
observe."  We  subjoin  the  Greek  of  the  latter  half  of  these 
passages  : — 

Horn,  irdvra  ofjv  d<ra         X^tixnv  vfiiVf  dKotkre  ainrwv. 
Matt,  rdyra  ody  6aa  idv  etTioaiv  vfitv  vodiffore  koX  Tripeire.  * 

That  the  variation  in  the  Homily  is  deliberate  and  derived  from 
the  Gospel  used  4)y  the  author  is  clear  from  the  continuation : 
"  Hear  /Aem  (avnov),  he  said,  as  entrusted  with  the  key  of  the 
kingdom,  which  is  knowledge,  which  alone  is  able  to  open 
the  gate  of  life,  through  which  alone  is  the  entrance  to 
eternal  life.  But  verily,  he  says :  They  possess  the  key 
indeed,  but  to  those  who  wish  to  enter  in  they  do  not  grant 
it."'  The  avTMv  is  here  emphatically  repeated,  and  the  further 
quotation  and  reference  to  the  denunciation  of  the  Scribes  and 
Pharisees  continue  to  differ  distinctly  from  the  account  both  in 
our  first  and  third  Gospels.  The  passage  in  Matt,  xxiii.  13  reads: 
"  But  woe  unto  you.  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypocrites  !  for  ye 
shut  the  kingdom  of  heaven  against  men  ;  for  ye  go  not  in  your- 
selves, neither  suffer  ye  them  that  are  entering  to  go  in."3  The 
parallel  in  Luke  xi.  52  is  not  closer.  There  the  passage  regarding 
Moses'  seat  is  altogether  wanting,  and  in  verse  52,  where  the 
greater  similarity  exists,  the  "  lawyers,"  instead  of  the  "  Scribes 
and  Pharisees,"  are  addressed.  The  verse  reads :  "  Woe  unto  you. 
Lawyers  !  for  ye  have  taken  away  the  key  of  knowledge :  ye 
entered  not  in  yourselves,  and  them  that  were  entering  in  ye 
hindered."*  The  first  Gospel  has  not  the  direct  image  of  the  key 
at  all :  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  "shut  the  kingdom  of  heaven" ; 
the  third  has  "the  key  of  knowledge"  (K)Ul8a  rrj^  yvwa-eois) 
taken  away  by  the  lawyers,  and  not  by  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees, 
whilst  the  Gospel  of  the  Homilies  has  the  key  of  the  kingdom 
(icXetSa  T^s  jSoo-tXctas),  and  explains  that  this  key  is  knowledge 
(17T49  ecTTt  yvwo-ts).     It  is  apparent  that  the  first  Gospel  uses  an 

'  It  is  annecessary  to  point  out  the  various  readings  of  the  three  last  words 
in  various  MSS.  Whether  shortened  or  inverted,  the  difference  from  the 
Homily  remains  the  same. 

^  khrOiv  $ij  elTcyy  ws  'Hiy  jcXftda  r^y  fiaaiXeias  T€Ti<rT€VfUywPf  ijrif  iffrl 
yyiaatty  ff  fi6\ni  r^v  xiJXi;*'  r^y  f«^»  di'Oi^cu  Sj/Forat,  bC  ^y  fi6vyii  els  t^ip  aUawlav 
itailP  eUreXBcu'  iffTiy  'AXXi  valj  (/nfclVf  KparoOffi  ^kv  Trjp  k\€ip,  rots  di  /3ouXo- 
fUpois  eUrcXdeip  06  rap^xoiHrip.     Horn,  iii.  18 ;  cf.  Horn.  iii.  70,  xviii.  15,  16. 

3  OdcU,    ic.r.X. 5ri    icXe/rre    r^p  ^curiXelop   tup   odpaptop   ffivpoaOcp   tujp 

dpBpiinrtaP'  vficts  yhp  odx  cUripxtffBcy  o^di  rods  (Urepxoiiipom  At/Uere  eUrtXOeip, 
Matt,  xxiii.  13. 

••  O^  iffUP  Tcis  POfUKoit,  6ti  Ifpare  t^ip  ArXciSa  r^y  ypttxrcw  a&rol  oiiK  tUHiKBare 
KoX  roi>y  eUrepxQM-^yovt  iKui\iO<raT€.     Luke  xi.  52. 
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HoM.  III.  51. 
Tb  64  Kal  elireTv  ain-6v' 

Oi>K  IjXdov  KCLToXvcrai  rbv  ydfiop. 

•  «  «  « 

'0  oiffkwhi  KoX  ii  yrj  irapeXevaovrai  iCtn-a 
di  h  if  fjUa  Kepala  off  fi^  wap4\dy  dird 
Tov  p6fiov. 


expression  more  direct  than  the  others,  whilst  the  third  Gospel 
explains  it ;  but  the  Gospel  of  the  Homilies  has  in  all  probability 
the  simpler  original  words,  the  "  key  of  the  kingdom,"  which  both 
of  the  others  have  altered  for  the  purpose  of  more  immediate 
clearness.  In  any  case,  it  is  certain  that  the  passage  does  not 
agree  with  our  Qospel. 

The  next  quotation  referred  to  by  De  Wette  is  in  Horn,  iii.  5 1  : 

"And  also  that  he  said  :  *  I  am  not  come  to  destroy  the  law 

the  heaven  and  the  earth  will  pass  away,  but  one  jot  or  one  tittle 
shall  in  nowise  pass  from  the  law/  "  This  is  co^npared  with  Matt. 
V.  17,  18  :'  "Think not  that  I  am  come  to  destroy  the  law  or  the 
prophets:  I  am  not  come  to  destroy  but  to  fulfil,  (v.  18)  For 
verily  I  say  unto  you  :  Till  heaven  and  earth  pass  away  one  jot  or 
one  tittle  shall  in  nowise  pass  from  the  law,  till  all  be  fulfilled." 
The  Greek  of  both  passages  reads  as  follows  : — 

Matt.  v.  17,  18. 

Mry  POfjUffTjre  drt  ^X0op  KaraXikrai 
rhv  pdfjLOv  1j  Tod%  vpoijyfjfrar  oiK  ^\$or 
/caraXOo-ou  dXXA  irXi;/)w<rat. 

V.  18.  &pi^v  ydip  Xiyu)  iffuPf  ?«J  Slp 
TapiXOy  6  oipavht  koX  ij  7^,  IQra  ft'  ij 
fila  Kepala  oif  fi^  TapiXB-g  dx6  tov 
ydfioVf  iws  ti,y  vdrra  y^PTfrou. 

That  the  omissions  and  variations  in  this  passage  are  not  acci- 
dental is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  same  quotation  occurs  again 
literally  in  the  Epistle  from  Peter^  which  is  prefixed  to  the 
Homilies  in  which  the  TrapcXcw-oin-at  is  repeated,  and  the 
sentence  closes  at  the  same  point.  The  author  in  that  place 
adds  :  "  This  he  said  that  all  might  be  fulfilled  "  (jovro  8c  cc/wyicci', 
tVa  TQk  Trdvra  yivrjrai),  Hilgenfeld  considers  the  Epistle  of  much 
more  early  date  than  the  Homilies^  and  that  this  agreement 
bespeaks  a  particular  text.  3  The  quotation  does  not  agree  with 
our  Gospels,  and  must  be  assigned  to  another  source. 

The  next  passage  pointed  out  by  De  Wette  is  the  erroneous 
quotation  from  Isaiah  which  we  have  already  examined.*  That 
which  follows  is  found  in  Hom,  viii.  7  :  "  For  on  this  account  our 
Jesus  himself  said  to  one  who  frequently  called  him  Lord,  yet  did 
nothing  which  he  commanded  :  Why  dost  thou  say  to  me  Lord, 
Lord,  and  doest  not  the  things  which  I  say?"  This* is  compared 
with  Luke  vi.  465 :  "But  why  call  ye  me  Lx)rd,  Lord,  and  do  not 
the  things  which  I  say  ?" 

Luke  vi.  46. 

T/  hk  ti€  KoXeire  KvpiCf  Kvpic,  kcU  ou 
xot€tT€  A  Xiyuf ; 

*  Cf.  Luke  xvi.  17.  "  §  ii.  ^  Die  Ew.  Justin' s^  p.  340. 

*  P.  303  f.  ;  cf.  Horn,  xviii.  15,  Matt.  xiii.  35.     s  Cf.  Matt,  viL  21. 


Ho^ 

1.  VIII.  7. 

T/  /AC   Xe7€tj, 
rotcts  &  Xc7w ; 

Ku/Me,    irvptc,   khX  ov 
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This  passage  differs  from  our  Gospels  in  having  the  second 
person  singular  instead  of  the  plural,  and  in  substituting  A^ycts 
for  KoXciTc  in  the  first  phrase.  The  Homily,  moreover,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  use  of  the  second  person  singular,  distinctly 
states  that  the  saying  was  addressed  to  a  person  who  frequently 
called  Jesus  "  Lord,"  whereas  in  the  Gospels  it  forms  part  of  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount,  with  a  totally  impersonal  application  to  the 
multitude. 

The  next  passage  referred  to  by  De  Wette  is  in  Horn,  xix.  2  : 
**  And  he  declared  that  he  saw  the  evil  one  as  lightning  fall  from 
heaven."  This  is  compared  with  Luke  x.  i8,  which  has  no 
parallel  in  the  other  Gospels :  "  And  he  said  to  them,  I  beheld 
Satan  as  lightning  fall  from  heaven." 


Luke  x.  18. 
BTxey  hk  a&rois  ^^Sedpow  rbw  a-arcwcip 


HOM.  XIX.  2. 

Kal  6ti  idtpaxe  rhw  rorrfp^y 
(is  ixrrpair^w  xco-^rra  ix   tov  otpavod 

The  substitution  of  t^v  Trovrjpbv  for  rhv  a-aravavj  had  he  found  the 
latter  in  his  Gospel,  would  be  all  the  more  remarkable  from  tlie 
fact  that  the  author  of  the  Homilies  has  just  before  quoted  the 
saying,  "  If  Satan  cast  out  Satan,"'  etc. ;  and  he  continues  in  the 
above  words  to  show  that  Satan  had  been  cast  out,  so  that  the 
evidence  would  have  been  strengthened  by  the  retention  of  the 
word  in  Luke,  had  he  quoted  that  Gospel.  The  variations 
indicate  that  he  quoted  from  another  source. 

The  next  passage  pointed  out  by  De  Wette  likewise  finds  a 
parallel  only  in  the  third  Gospel.  It  occurs  in  Horn,  ix.  22  : 
"  Nevertheless,  though  all  demons  with  all  the  diseases  flee  before 
you,  in  this  only  is  not  to  be  your  rejoicing,  but  in  that,  through 
grace,  your  names,  as  of  the  ever-living,  are  recorded  in  heaven." 
This  is  compared  with  Luke  x.  20  :  "  Notwithstanding,  in  this 
rejoice  not  that  the  spirits  are  subject  unto  you,  but  rejoice  that 
your  names  are  written  in  the  heavens." 

LuKB  x.  20. 

Tvevfiara  OfUP  viror<i<r<rcTCU,  x<^^P^^^  ^^ 
ort  tA  dydfiara  ifful^  iyy^ypaxrai  iv 
TOts  wpavols- 


HOM.  IX.  22. 


'AXX'  SfMos  k9lw  TdPTCi  daifiowes  fierii 
Tdmww  tQv  v<t.dQ¥  vfMS  ^eu^oyo-cy,  ovk 
iiTTiw  ip  TWT<(^  fi6y(f  x"^^?^*"^*  ^^^  ^^ 
tQ  dC  evapctrriap  rd  6v6fJuiTa  vfiQip  ip 
wpoptp  0)9  del  f'iAfPTWP  djfaypaipripcu. 

The  differences  between  these  two  passages  are  too  great,  and  the 
peculiarities  of  the  Homily  too  marked,  to  require  any  argument  to 
demonstrate  that  the  quotation  cannot  be  successfully  claimed  by 
our  third  Gospel.  On  the  contrary,  as  one  of  so  many  other 
passages  systematically  varying  from  the  canonical  Gospels,  it 
must  be  assigned  to  another  source. 

'  See  p.  307. 
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De    Wette    says :    "  A    few    others    (quotations)    presuppose 
{voraussetzen)  the  Gospel  of  Mark,"'  and  he  gives  them.     The 
first  occurs  in  Horn,  ii.  19  :  "There  is  a  certain  Justa"  amongst  us, 
a  Syrophoenician,  a  Canaanite  by  race,  whose  daughter  was  affected 
by  a  sore  disease,  and  who  came  to  our  Lord  crying  out  and 
supplicating  that  he  would  heal  her  daughter.     But  he,  being  also 
asked  by  us,  said :  *  It  is  not  meet  to  heal  the  Gentiles  who  are 
like  dogs  from  their  using  different  meats  and  practices,  whilst  the 
table  in  the  kingdom  has  been  granted  to  the  sons  of  Israel.'    But 
she,  hearing  this  and  exchanging  her  former  manner  of  life  for  that 
of  the  sons  of  the  kingdom,  in  order  that  she  might,  like  a  dog, 
partake  of  the  crumbs  falling  from  the  same  table,  obtained,  as  she 
desired,    healing   for  her    daughter.  "3     This   is  compared    with 
Mark  vii.  24-30,^  as  it  is  the  only  Gospel  which  calls  the  woman 
a  Syrophoenician.     The  Homily,  however,  not  only  calls  her  so, 
but  gives  her  name  as  "Justa."      If,   therefore,  it  be  argued 
that    the    mention   of   her  nationality  supposes  that  the  author 
found    the    fact    in    his    Gospel,    and    because  we    know    no 
other  but  Marks  which  gives  that  information,  that  he  therefore 
derived  it  from  our  second  Gospel,  the  additional  mention  of  the 
name  of  "  Justa "  on  the  same  grounds  necessarily  points  to  the 
use  of  a  Gospel  which  likewise  contained  it,  which  our  Gospel 
does  not.     Nothing  can  be  more  decided  than  the  variation  in 
language  throughout  this  whole  passage  from  the  account  in  Mark, 
and  the  reply  of  Jesus  is  quite  foreign  to  our  Gospels.     In  Mark 
(vii.  25)  the  daughter  has  "an  unclean  spirit  "  (irveipi  iKaOafnov) ; 
in  Matthew  ^xv.  22)  she  is  "grievously  possessed  by  a  devil" 
(Kaxfik  Sat/iovtferai),  but  in  the   Homily   she  is  "affected  by  a 
sore    disease"    {vwh    x'^X.cinjs    voa-ov    <rvv€ixero).      The    second 
Gospel   knows  nothing  of  any  intercession  on  the  part  of  the 
disciples,   but   Matthew    has :    "  And  the  disciples  came    and 
besought  him  (rfprn-tov  avrov),  saying :  *  Send   her  away,  for  she 
crieth  after  us,'  "^  whilst  the  Homily  has  merely  "  being  also  asked 
by  us"  (a^Mu^€is),  in  the  sense  of  intercession  in  her  favour.     The 
second  Gospel  gives  the  reply  of  Jesus  as  follows:    "Let  the 
children  first  be  filled  ;  for  it  is  not  meet  to  take  the  bread  of  the 
children,  and  to  cast  it  to  the  dogs.     And  she  answered  and  said 
unto  him  :  *  Yea,  Lord,  for  the  dogs  also  eat  under  the  table  of  the 
crumbs  of  the  children.'     And  he  said  unto  her :  *  For  this  saying 

'  £tn/.  N,  T.y  p.  115.  »  Cf.  jffim.  iii.  73  ;  xiii.  7. 

3  Ifom,  ii.   19.  *  Cf.  Matt.  xv.  21-28. 

5  "  The  woman  was  a  Greek,  a  Syro{^oenician  by  nation."  (^  dk  yimii  ^p 
'BWiyrfj,  ZvpotftoipUurffa  ry  yhei),  Mark  vii.  26.  "  A  woman  of  Canaan" 
{yw^  XwdPaLa).     Matt.  xv.  22. 

*  Matt.  XV.  23. 
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go  thy  way ;  the  devil  is  gone  out  of  thy  daughter/ "»  The 
nature  of  the  reply  of  the  woman  is,  in  the  Gospels,  the  reason 
given  for  granting  her  request ;  but  in  the  Homily  the  woman's 
conversion  to  Judaism,  =*  that  is  to  say  Judeo-Christianity,  is 
prominently  advanced  as  the  cause  of  her  successful  pleading.  It 
is  certain  from  the  whole  character  of  this  passage,  the  variation 
of  the  language,  and  the  reply  of  Jesus  which  is  not  in  our  Gospels 
at  all,  that  the  narrative  cannot  rightly  be  assigned  to  them ;  but 
the  more  reasonable  inference  is  that  it  was  derived  from  another 
source. 

The  last  of  I)e  Wette*s3  passages  is  from  Horn,  iii.  57  :  "Hear, 
O  Israel ;  the  Lord  thy^  God  is  one  Lord."  This  is  a  quotation 
from  Deuteronomy  vi.  4,  which  is  likewise  quoted  in  the  second 
Gospel,  xii.  29,  in  reply  to  the  question,  "Which  is  the  first 
Commandment  of  all  ?  Jesus  answered :  The  first  is,  Hear,  O 
Israel ;  the  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord,  and  thou  shalt  love  the 
Ix)rd  thy  God,"  etc.  In  the  Homily,  however,  the  quotation 
is  made  in  a  totally  different  connection,  for  there  is  no  question 
of  commandments  at  all,  but  a  clear  statement  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  passage  was  used,  which  excludes  the  idea  that 
this  quotation  was  derived  from  Mark  xii.  29.  The  context  in  the 
Homily  is  as  follows  :  "  But  to  those  who  were  beguiled  to  imagine 
many  Gods  as  the  Scriptures  say,  he  said :  Hear,  O  Israel," 
etc.5  There  is  no  hint  of  the  assertion  of  many  gods  in  the 
Gospels :  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  question  is  put  by  one  of  the 
scribes  in  Mark  to  whom  Jesus  says :  "  Thou  art  not  far  from  the 
Kingdom  of  God."^  The  quotation,  therefore,  cannot  be  legiti- 
mately appropriated  by  the  second  Synoptic,  but  may  with  much 
greater  probability  be  assigned  to  a  different  Gospel. 

We  may  here  refer  to  the  passage,  the  only  one  pointed  out  by 
him  in  connection  with  the  Synoptics,  the  discovery  of  which.  Dr. 
Westcptt  affirms,  "  has  removed  the  doubts  which  had  long  been 
raised  about  those  (allusions)  to  St.  Mark."7  The  discovery 
referred  to  is  that  of  the  C0de^  Ottobonianus  by  Dressel,  which 
contains  the  concluding  part  of  the  Homilies^  and  which  was  first 
published  by  him  in  1853.  Dr.  Westcott  says:  "Though  St. 
Mark  has  few  peculiar  phrases,  one  of  these  is  repeated  verbally  in 
the  concluding  part  of  the  19th  Homily. "^  The  passage  is  as 
follows :  Horn,  xix.  20  :  "  Wherefore  also  he  explained  to  his 
disciples  privately  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of  the  heavens." 

'  Mark  vii.  27-29.            »  Cf.  Horn,  xiii.  7.  3  Einl.  N,  T,,p.  115. 

*  Although  most  MSS.  have  aov  in  this  place,  some,  as,  for  instance,  that 
edited  by  Cotelerius,  read  {/fxQv. 

5  I/afn.  iii.  57.  6  ^^rk  xii.  34. 

7  On  the  Canon^  p.  251.  8  q^  /^^^  p^  252. 
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This  is  compared  with  Mark  iv.  34 **  and  privately,  to  his  own 

disciples,  he  explained  all  things.'' 


Marr  IV.  34. 

Kar*  Idlay  di  rdis    IBlois  /laSri- 

rats  4ri\v€r  rdjrra,  * 


HOM.  XIX.  20. 

Alb  Ktd  Tcis  avToO  fJM0ijTais  Kar*  Idlatf 
ir€\v€  rrjs   tGiv  odpayChf  pcuriXtlas  rA 

We  have  only  a  few  words  to  add  to  complete  the  whole  of  Dr- 
Westcott's  remarks  upon  the  subject.  He  adds  after  the  quotation  • 
"This  is  the  only  place  where  eireXva)  occurs  in  the  Gospels."' 
We  may,  however,  point  out  that  it  occurs  also  in  Acts  xix.  39 
and  2  Peter  i.  20.  It  is  upon  the  coincidence  of  this  word  that 
Dr.  Westcott  rests  his  argument  that  this  passage  is  a  reference  to 
Mark.  Nothing,  however,  could  be  more  untenable  than  such  a 
conclusion  from  such  an  indication.  The  phrase  in  the  Homily 
presents  a  very  marked  variation  from  the  passage  in  Mark.  The 
"  all  things  "  (Trai^a)  of  the  Gospel  reads  :  "  The  mysteries  of  the 
kingdom  of  the  heavens  "  (ttjs  tQu  ovpavtov  jSoo-tXcuis  ra  fivoTrjpia) 
in  the  Homily.  The  passage  in  Mark  iv.  11,  to  which  Dr.  West- 
cott does  not  refer,  reads  rh  fiva-rrfpiov  rrjs  )8cur4X<M»s  rov  $^ov. 
There  is  one  very  important  matter,  however,  which  our  apologist 
has  omitted  to  point  out,  and  which,  it  seems  to  us,  decides  the 
case — the  context  in  the  Homily.  The  chapter  commences  thus : 
"  And  Peter  said :  We  remember  that  our  Ix)rd  and  Teacher,  as 
commanding,  said  to  us  :  *  Guard  the  mysteries  for  me,  and  the 
sons  of  my  house.'  Wherefore,  also  he  explained  to  his  disciples 
privately,"  etc. 3 ;  and  then  comes  our  passage.  Now,  here  is  a 
command  of  Jesus,  in  immediate  connection  with  which  the 
phrase  before  us  is  quoted,  which  does  not  appear  in  our  Gospels, 
and  which  clearly  establishes  the  use  of  a  different  source. 
The  phrase  itself,  which  differs  from  Mark,  as  we  have  seen,  may, 
with  all  right,  be  referred  to  the  same  unknown  Gospel. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  all  the  quotations  which  we  have 
hitherto  examined  are  those  which  have  been  selected  as  most 
closely  approximating  to  passages  in  our  Gospels.  Space  forbids 
our  giving  illustrations  of  the  vast  number  which  so  much  more 
widely  differ  from  parallel  texts  in  the  Synoptics.  We  shall  confine 
ourselves  to  pointing  out,  in  the  briefest  possible  manner,  some  of 
the  passages  which  are  persistent  in  their  variations,  or  recall 
similar  passages  in  the  Memoirs  of  Justin.  The  first  of  these  is 
the  injunction  in  Ifom.  in.  55  :  "  Let  your  yea  be  yea,  your  nay 

*  Dr.  Westcott  quotes  this  reading,  which  is  supported  by  the  Codices  B,  C, 
Sinaiticus,  and  others.  The  Codex  AUxandrinus  and  a  majority  of  other 
MSS.  read  for  roij  /^/ots  fiadrirah, — "  toTs  fmOrfrats  aurovy'^  which  is  closer  to  the 
passage  in  the  Homily.     It  is  fair  that  this  should  be  pointed  out. 

^  On  the  CanoHy  p.  252,  note  I.  3  ffom,  xix.  20. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE  CLEMENTINES  315 


nay,  for  whatsoever  is  more  than  these  cometh  of  the  evil  one." 
The  same  sa3dng  is  repeated  in  Horn,  xix.  with  the  sole  addition 
of  "and."  We  subjoin  the  Greek  of  these,  together  with  that  of 
the  Gospel  and  Justin  with  which  the  Homilies  agree  : — 

Horn.  iii.  55.  'Ecrrw  vyiGsv  rh  voX  val         ri  oO  oH' 

Horn.  xix.  2.  "Bo-Tw  hiiQjp  rh  voX  wal  xal  rb  oft  o0. 

ApoL^  i.  16.  "BoTw  hk  irfujy  rb  phU  pat  xal  rA  oft  od. 

MatL  V.  37.  "EffTw  8k  6  \6yos  hfiSw      vaX  val  oO  off. 

As  we  h^ve  already  discussed  this  passage,*  we  need  not  repeat  our 
remarks  here.  That  it  comes  from  a  source  different  from 
our  Gospels  is  rendered  still  more  probable  by  the  quotation 
in  Horn,  xix.  2  being  preceded  by  another  which  has  no  parallel 
in  our  Gospels.  "And  elsewhere  he  said  :  *  He  who  sowed 
the  bad  seed  is  the  devil '  (*0  8^  to  KaKhv  airkpiw.  (rrreipas  €<rrtv  6 
SmlPoXos^)  ;  and  again :  *  Give  no  pretext  to  the  evil  one  *  (Mrj 
8oT€  7rp6<l>(wiv  T<^  TTovrip^),  But  in  exhorting  he  prescribes  :  *  I^t 
your  yea  be  yea,' "  etc.  The  first  of  these  phrases  differs  markedly 
from  our  Gospels ;  the  second  is  not  in  them  at  all  ;  the  third, 
which  we  are  considering,  differs  likewise  in  an  important  degree 
in  common  with  Justin's  quotation,  and  there  is  every  reason  for 
supposing  that  the  whole  were  derived  from  the  same  unknown 
source. 

In  the  same  Homily  (xix.  2)  there  occurs  also  a  passage 
which  exhibits  variations  likewise  found  in  Justin,  which  we  have 
already  examined, 3  and  now  merely  point  out :  "  Begone  into  the 
darkness  without,  which  the  Father  hath  prepared  for  the  devil 
and  his  angels."*  The  quotation  in  Justin  {Dial.  76)  agrees 
exactly  with  this,  with  the  exception  that  Justin  has  Sarar^  instead 
of  8iaJ8oX<^,  which  is  not  important,  whilst  the  agreement  in  the 
marked  variation  from  the  parallel  in  the  first  Gospel  establishes 
the  probability  of  a  common  source  different  from  ours. 

We  have  also  already^  referred  to  the  passage  in  Horn,  xvii.  4: 
"No  one  knew  (lyvw)  the  Father  but  the  Son,  even  as  no  one 
knoweth  the  son  but  the  Father  and  those  to  whom  the  Son  is 
minded  to  reveal  him."  This  quotation  differs  from  Matt.  xi.  27 
in  form,  in  language,  and  in  meaning ;  but  agrees  with  Justin's 
reading  of  the  same  text,  and,  as  we  have  shown,  the  use  of  the 
aorist  here,  and  the  transposition  of  the  order,  were  characteristics 
of  the  Gospels  used  by  Gnostics  and  other  parties  in  the  early 
Church ;  and  the  passage,  with  these  variations,  was  regarded  by 
them  as  the  basis  of  some  of  their  leading  doctrines.^    That  the 


'  P.  226,  n.  I,  p.  235  f.  '  Cf.  Matt.  xiii.  39. 

3  P.  226,  n.  4,  p.  235  f.  ^  Horn.  xix.  2 ;  cf.  Matt.  xxv.  41. 

5  P.  252  ff. 

^  Irenseos,  Adv,  Har.^  iv.  6,  §§  i,  3,  7  ;  cf.  p.  254  f. 
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variation  is  not  accidental,  but  a  deliberate  quotation  from  a 
written  source,  is  proved  by  this,  and  by  the  circumstance  that  the 
author  of  the  Homilies  repeatedly  quotes  it  elsewhere  in  the  same 
form.'  It  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  the  quotations  in  these 
Homilies  are  so  systematically  and  consistently  erroneous,  and  not 
only  can  they  not,  from  their  actual  variations,  be  legitimately 
referred  to  the  Synoptics  exclusively,  but,  considering  all  the 
circumstances,  the  only  natural  conclusion  is  that  they  are  derived 
from  a  source  different  from  our  Gospels. 

Another  passage  occurs  in  Horn,  iii.  50  :  "  Wherefore  ye  do  err, 
not  knowing  the  true  things  of  the  Scriptures  ;  and  on  this  account 
ye  are  ignorant  of  the  power  of  God."  This  is  compared  with 
Mark  xii.  24 :'  "  Do  ye  not  therefore  err,  not  knowing  the 
Scriptures  nor  the  power  of  God  ?" 


Mark  xii.  24. 

0«)  5i4  rovro  wXavcLffde  fii)  €t56r€s 
rAj  ypa^i  firfdk  H]v  dirvafuw  tov 
Qeov  ; 


HoM.   III.  50. 

AtA  TOUTO  TrXavoATde,  firj  elddrcs  rA 
dXrjSrj  tQv  ypa<f>CiPj  o5  €tv€K€v  dypoetre 
T^p  d6irafup  TOV  Qeov, 

The  very  same  quotation  is  made  both  in  Horn.  ii.  51  and 
xviii.  20,  and  in  each  case  in  which  the  passage  is  introduced  it  is 
in  connection  with  the  assertion  that  there  are  true  and  false 
Scriptures,  and  that,  as  there  are  in  the  Scriptures  some  true  sayings 
and  some  false,  Jesus,  by  these  words,  showed  to  those  who  erred 
by  reason  of  the  false  the  cause  of  their  error.  There  can  scarcely 
be  a  doubt  that  the  author  of  the  Homilies  quotes  this  passage  from 
a  Gospel  different  from  ours,  and  this  is  demonstrated  by  the 
important  variation  from  our  text,  by  its  consistent  repetition, 
and  by  the  context  in  which  it  stands. 

Upon  each  occasion,  also,  that  the  author  of  the  Homilies 
quotes  the  foregoing  passage  he  likewise  quotes  another  saying  of 
Jesus  which  is  foreign  to  our  Gospels  :  "  Be  ye  approved  money- 
changers," ytV«r^€  rpaTTilirai.  SoKtfwi.^  The  sentence  is  thrice 
quoted  without  variation,  and  each  time,  together  with  the  pre- 
ceding passage,  it  refers  to  the  necessity  of  discrimination  between 
true  and  false  sayings  in  the  Scriptures,  as,  for  instance :  **  And 
Peter  said  :  If,  therefore,  of  the  Scriptures  some  are  true  and  some 
are  false,  our  Teacher  rightly  said :  *  Be  ye  approved  money- 
changers,' as  in  the  Scriptures  there  are  some  approved  sayings  and 
some  spurious."^  This  is  one  of  the  best  known  of  the  apocryphal 
sayings  of  Jesus,  and  it  is  quoted  by  nearly  all  the  Fathers,  s  by 


*  //om.  xviii.  4,  6,  7,  8,  13,  20. 
°  Cf.  Matt.  xxii.  29,  which  is  still  more  remote. 
3  Jfom,  ii.  51,  iii.  50,  xviii.  20.  *  //am.  ii.  51. 

5  Aposf,  Constit.y  ii.  36  ;  cf.  37  ;  Clem.  Al.,  Strom,,  i.  28,  §  177  ;  cf.  ii.  4, 
§  15,  vi.  10,  §  81,  vii.  15,  §  90;  Origen,  'm  Joan.   T,  xix.,  vol.  iv.,p.  289; 
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.  many  as  from  Holy  Scripture,  and  by  some  ascribed  to  the  Gospel 
of  the  Nazarenes,  or  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews.  There 
can  be  no  question  here  that  the  author  quotes  an  apocryphal 
Gospel. 

There  is,  in  immediate  connection  with  both  the  preceding 
passages,  another  saying  of  Jesus  quoted  which  is  not  found  in 

(  our  Gospels :  "  Why  do  ye  not  discern  the  good  reason  of  the 
Scriptures  ?"     **Ata  ri  ov  voure  rh  evXoyov  riav  y/xK^wv."*     This 

,  passage  also  comes  from  a  Gospel  different  from  ours,  and  the 
connection  and  sequence  of  these  quotations  is  very  significant. 

One  further  illustration  and  we  have  done.  We  find  the 
following  in  ^om.  iii.  55 :    "And  to  those  who  think  that  God 

*)  tempts,  as  the  Scriptures  say,  he  said :  *  The  evil  one  is  the 
tempter,'  who  also  tempted  himself."^  This  short  saying  is  not 
found  in  our  Gospels  ;  it  probably  occurred  in  the  Gospel  of  the 
Homilies  in  cormection  with  the  temptation  of  Jesus.  It  is  not 
improbable  that  the  writer  of  the  Epistle  of  James,  who  shows 
acquaintance  with  a  Gospel  different  from  ours,  3  also  knew  this 
saying.^  We  are  here  again  directed  to  the  Ebionite  Gospel. 
Certainly  the  quotation  is  derived  from  a  source  different  from 
our  Gospels. 

These  illustrations  of  the  evangelical  quotations  in  the  Clementine 
Homilies  give  but  an  imperfect  impression  of  the  character  of  the 
extremely  numerous  passages  which  occur  in  the  work.  We 
have  selected  for  our  examination  the  quotations  which  have 
been  specially  cited  by  critics  as  closest  to  parallels  in  our  Gospels, 
and  have  thus  submitted  the  question  to  the  test  which  is  most 
favourable  to  the  claims  of  our  Synoptics.  Space  forbids  our 
adequately  showing  the  much  wider  divergence  which  exists  in 
the  great  majority  of  cases  between  them  and  the  quotations  in 
the  Homilies,  To  sum  up  the  case  :  Out  of  more  than  a  hundred 
of  these  quotations  only  four  brief  and  fragmentary  phrases 
really  agree  with  parallels  in  our  Synoptics,  and  these  are 
either  not  used  in  the  same  context  as  in  our  Gospels,  or  are 
of  a  nature  far  from  special  to  them.  Of  the  rest,  all 
without  exception  vary  more  or  less  from  our  Gospels,  and 
many  in  their  variations  agree  with  similar  quotations  in  other 
writers,  or  on  repeated  quotation  always  present  the  same 
peculiarities,  whilst  others,  professed  to  be  direct  quotations  of 

Epiphanius,  /fer.,  xliv.  2,  p.  382  ;  Hieron.,  Ep,  ad  Miturv.  et  Alex.y  119  (al. 
152);  Comm,  in  Ep.  ad  Ephes,,  iv.  ;  Grabe,  Spi4rii.  Patn^\,y  p.  13  f.,  326; 
Cotelerius,  Pair,  Ap,,  i.,  p.  249  f.  ;  Fabricius,  Cod,  Apocr.  N,  7".,  ii.,  p.  524. 

'  Horn,  iii.  50. 

"  Toif  bk  olojUvoii  in  6  Oebf  xctpd^et,  ws  al  VpaifHil  Xiyoi/ffw  itfrrj'  *0  irorqp6i 
i<m»  6  JTcipdi^ioy,  6  Kal  airrbp  weipdaaf,     Horn,  iii.  55. 

3  Cf.  V.  12.  4  Cf.  i.  13. 
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sayings  of  Jesus,  have  no  parallels  in  our  Gospels  at  all.  Upon 
the  hypothesis  that  the  author  made  use  of  our  Gospels,  such 
systematic  divergence  would  be  perfectly  unintelligible  and 
astounding.  On  the  other  hand,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
agreement  of  a  few  passages  with  parallels  in  our  Gospels  cannot 
prove  anything.  The  only  extraordinary  circumstance  is  that, 
even  using  a  totally  different  source,  there  should  not  have  been 
a  greater  agreement  with  our  Synoptics.  But  for  the  universal 
inaccuracy  of  the  human  mind,  every  important  historical  saying, 
having  obviously  only  one  distinct  original  form,  would  in  all 
truthful  histories  have  been  reported  in  that  one  unvarying  form. 
The  nature  of  the  quotations  in  the  Clementine  Homilies  leads  to 
the  inevitable  conclusion  that  their  author  derived  them  from  a 
Gospel  different  from  ours  ;  at  least,  since  the  source  of  these  quota- 
tions is  never  named  throughout  the  work,  and  there  is  not  the 
faintest  direct  indication  of  our  Gospds,  the  Clementine  Homilies 
cannot  be  considered  witnesses  of  any  value  as  to  the  origin  and 
authenticity  of  the  canonical  Gospels.  That  this  can  be  said  of 
a  work  written  at  least  a  century  and  a  half  after  the  establish- 
ment of  Christianity,  and  abounding  with  quotations  of  the 
discourses  of  Jesus,  is  in  itself  singularly  suggestive. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  the  author  of  the  Homilies 
has  no  idea  of  any  canonical  writings  but  those  of  the  Old 
Testament,  though,  even  with  regard  to  these,  some  of  our 
quotations  have  shown  that  he  held  peculiar  views,  and  believed 
that  they  contained  spurious  elements.  There  is  no  reference  in 
the  Homilies  to  any  of  the  Epistles  of  the  New  Testament. 

One  of  the  most  striking  points  in  this  work,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  its  determined  animosity  against  the  Apostle  Paul.  We 
have  seen  that  a  strong  anti-Pauline  tendency  was  exhibited  by 
many  of  the  Fathers,  who,  like  the  author  of  the  Homilies^  made 
use  of  Judeo-Christian  Gospels  different  from  ours.  In  this  work, 
however,  the  antagonism  against  the  **  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  " 
assumes  a  tone  of  peculiar  virulence.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt 
that  the  Apostle  Paul  is  attacked  in  it,  as  the  great  enemy  of  the 
true  faith,  under  the  hated  name  of  Simon  the  Magician,  whom 
Peter  follows  everywhere  for  the  purpose  of  unmasking  and  con- 
futing him.  He  is  robbed  of  his  title  of  "Apostle  of  the  Gentiles," 
which,  together  with  the  honour  of  founding  the  Church  of 
Antioch,  of  Laodicaea,  and  of  Rome,  is  ascribed  to  Peter.  All 
that  opposition  to  Paul  which  is  implied  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Galatians  and  elsewhere'  is  here  realised  and  exaggerated,  and  the 
personal  difference  with  Peter  to  which  Paul  refers"  is  widened 

*  I  Cor.  i.  II,  12;  2  Cor.  xi.  13,  20  f.;  Philip,  i.  15,  16. 
»  Gal.  ii.  II ;  cf.  I  Cor.  i.  11,  12. 
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into  the  most  bitter  animosity.  In  the  Epistle  of  Peter  to  James, 
which  is  prefixed  to  the  Homilies^  Peter  says,  in  allusion  to  Paul: 
"  For  some  among  the  Gentiles  have  rejected  my  lawful  preaching 
and  accepted,  certain  lawless  and  foolish  teaching  of  the  hostile 
man."'  First  expounding  a  doctrine  of  duality,  as  heaven  and 
earth,  day  and  night,  life  and  death,*  Peter  asserts  that  in  Nature 
the  greater  things  come  first ;  but  amongst  men  the  opposite  is 
the  case,  and  the  first  is  worse,  and  the  second  better.^  He  then 
says  to  Clement  that  it  is  easy,  according  to  this  order,  to  discern 
to  what  class  Simon  (Paul)  belongs,  "who  came  before  me  to  the 
Gentiles ;  and  to  which  I  belong  who  have  come  after  him,  and 
have  followed  him  as  light  upon  darkness,  as  knowledge  upon 
ignorance,  as  health  upon  disease. "^  He  continues  :  "  If  he  had 
been  known  he  would  not  have  been  believed ;  but  now,  not 
being  known,  he  is  wrongly  believed ;  and  though  by  his  acts 
he  is  a  hater,  he  has  been  loved ;  and,  silthough  an  enemy,  he 
has  been  welcomed  as  a  friend ;  and,  though  he  is  death, 
he  has  been  desired  as  a  saviour;  and,  though  fire,  esteemed 
as  light ;  and,  though  a  deceiver,  he  is  listened  to  as  speaking  the 
truth."5  There  is  much  more  of  this  acrimonious  abuse  put  into 
the  mouth  of  Peter.^  The  indications  that  it  is  Paul  who  is  really 
attacked  under  the  name  of  Simon  are  much  too  clear  to  admit 
of  doubt.  In  Horn.  xi.  35,  Peter,  warning  the  Church  against 
false  teachers,   says :    "  He  who  hath   sent  us,  our   Lord  and 

Prophet,  declared  to  us  that  the  evil  one announced  that  he 

would  send,  from  amongst  his  followers,  apostles^  to  deceive. 
Therefore,  above  all,  remember  to  avoid  every  apostle,  or 
teacher,  or  prophet,  who  first  does  not  accurately  compare  his 
teaching  with  that  of  James,  called  the  brother  of  my  Lord,  and 
to  whom  was  confided  the  ordering  of  the  Church  of  the  Hebrews 
in  Jerusalem,"  etc.,  lest  this  evil  one  should  send  a  false  preacher 
to  them,  "as  he  has  sent  to  us  Simon  preaching  a  counterfeit  of 
truth  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  and  disseminating  error. "^  Further 
on  he  speaks  more  plainly  still.  Simon  maintains  that  he  has  a 
truer  appreciation  of  the  doctrines  and  teaching  of  Jesus,  because 
he  has  recieved  his  inspiration  by  supernatural  vision,  and  not 
merely  by  the  common  experience  of  the  senses,^  and  Peter 
replies :  "  If,  therefore,  our  Jesus,  indeed,  w?is  seen  in  a  vision, 
was  known  by  thee,  and  conversed  with  thee,  it  was  only  as  one 

'  Epist,  Petri  adjacobumy  §  2.  Dr.  Westcott  Quotes  this  passage  with  the 
observation,  **  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  St.  Paul  is  referred  to  as  *  the 
enemy  '^^  {On  the  Canon,  p.  252,  note  2). 

»  /lorn.  ii.  15.  3  /^.,  ii.  16.  *  lb,,  ii.  17. 

5  /*.,  ii.  18.  ^  Cf.  Hofn.  iii.  59;  vii.  2,  4,  10,  ii. 

7  We  have  already  pointed  out  that  this  declaration  is  not  in  our  Gospels. 

^  Horn,  xi.  35 ;  cf.  Galat.  i.  7  ff.  »  /*.,  xvii.  13  ff. 
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angry  with  an  adversary But  can  anyone,  through  a  vision,  be 

made  wise  to  teach  ?  And  if  thou  sayest  *  It  is  possible/  then, 
wherefore  did  the  Teacher  remain  and  discourse  for  a  whole  year 
to  us  who  were  awake  ?  And  how  can  we  believe  thy  story  that 
he  was  seen  by  thee  ?  And  how  could  he  have  been  seen  by  thee 
when  thy  thoughts  are  contrary  to  his  teaching  ?  But  if  seen  and 
taught  by  him  for  a  single  hour,  thou  becamest  an  apostle' — ^preach 
his  words,  interpret  his  sayings,  love  his  apostles,  oppose  not  me 
who  consorted  with  him.  For  thou  hast  directly  withstood  me 
who  am  a  firm  rock,  the  foundation  of  the  Church.  If  thou  hadst 
not  been  an  adversary,  thou  wouldst  not  have  calumniated  me,  thou 
wouldst  not  have  reviled  my  teaching,  in  order  that,  when  declaring 
what  I  have  myself  heard  from  the  Lord,  I  might  not  be  believed, 

as  though  I  were  condemned But  if  thou  callest  me  condemned, 

thou  speakest  against  God,  who  revealed  Christ  to  me,' "'  etc.  This 
last  phrase,  "If  thou  callest  me  condemned  "  (*H  «!  Kareyvtaa-fj^vov 
li€  Acycts),  is  an  evident  allusion  to  Galat.  ii.  1 1  :  "I  withstood  him 
to  the  face,  because  he  was  condemned  "  (on  KanyviiKrijAvo^  ?Jv). 

We  have  digressed  to  a  greater  extent  than  we  intended,  but  it 
is  not  unimportant  to  show  the  general  character  and  tendency  of 
the  work  we  have  been  examining.  The  Clementine  Homilies — 
written  certainly  not  earlier  than  the  end  of  the  second  century  ; 
which  never  name  nor  indicate  any  Gospel  as  the  source  of  the 
author's  knowledge  of  evangelical  history ;  whose  quotations  of 
sayings  of  Jesus,  numerous  as  they  are,  systematically  differ  from  the 
parallel  passages  of  our  Synoptics,  or  are  altogether  foreign  to  them ; 
which  denounce  the  Apostle  Paul  as  an  impostor,  enemy  of  the 
faith,  and  disseminator  of  false  doctrine,  and  therefore  repudiate 
his  Epistles,  at  the  same  time  equally  ignoring  all  the  other  writings 
of  the  New  Testament — can  scarcely  be  considered  as  giving 
much  support  to  any  theory  of  the  early  formation  of  the  New 
Testament  Canon,  or  as  affording  evidence  even  of  the  existence 
of  its  separate  books. 

Among  the  writings  which  used  formally  to  be  ascribed  to  Justin 
Martyr,  and  to  be  published  along  with  his  genuine  works,  is  the 
short  composition  commonly  known  as  the  "Epistle  to  Diognetus." 
The  ascription  of  this  composition  to  Justin  arose  solely  from  the 
fact  that  in  the  only  known  MS.  of  the  letter  there  is  an  inscription, 
Tov  avTov  TTpos  Aioymp-oVy  which,  from  its  connection,  was  referred 
to  Justin.3     The  style  and  contents  of  the  work,  however,  soon 

^  Cf.  I  Cor.  ix.  I  ff.  "Am  I  not  an  Apostle?  have  I  not  seen  Jesus  our 
Lord?*'  Cf.  Galal.  i.  i  ;  i.  12,  "For  neither  did  I  myself  receive  it  by  man, 
nor  yms  I  taught  it  but  by  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ." 

'  ffom.  xvii.  19. 

3  Otto,  Ep.  ad  LHognetum,  etc,  1852,  p.  ii  f. 
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convinced  critics  that  it  could  not  possibly  have  been  written  by 
Justin,  and  although  it  has  been  ascribed  by  various  isolated  writers 
to  Apollos,  Clement,  Marcion,  Quadratus,  and  others,  none  of  these 
guesses  have  been  seriously  supported,  and  critics  are  almost 
universally  agreed  in  confessing  that  the  author  of  the  Epistle  is 
entirely  unknown. 

Such  being  the  case,  the  difficulty  of  assigning  a  date  to  the  work 
with  any  degree  of  certainty  is  extreme,  if  it  be  not  absolutely  impos- 
sible to  do  so.  This  difficulty  is  increased  by  several  circumstances. 
The  first  and  most  important  of  these  is  the  fact  that  the  Epistle  to 
Diognetus  is  neither  quoted  nor  mentioned  by  any  ancient  writer, 
and  consequently  there  is  no  external  evidence  to  indicate  the 
period  of  its  composition.  Moreover,  it  is  not  only  anonymous 
but  incomplete,  or,  at  least,  as  we  have  it,  not  the  work  of  a  single 
writer.  At  the  end  of  chap.  x.  a  break  is  indicated,  and  the  two 
concluding  chapters  are  unmistakably  by  a  different  and  later 
hand.  It  is  not  singular,  therefore,  that  there  exists  a  wide 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  date  of  the  first  ten  chapters, 
although  all  agree  regarding  the  later  composition  of  the 
concluding  portion.  It  is  assigned  by  critics  to  various 
periods  ranging  from  about  the  end  of  the  first  quarter 
of  the  second  century  to  the  end  of  the  third  century  or  later, 
whilst  many  denounce  it  as  a  mere  modem  forgery.  Nothing  can 
be  more  insecure  in  one  direction  than  the  date  of  a  writing  derived 
alone  from  internal  evidence.  Allusions  to  actual  occurrences 
may  with  certainty  prove  that  a  work  could  only  have  been 
written  after  they  had  taken  place.  The  mere  absence  of  later 
indications  in  an  anonymous  Epistle  only  found  in  a  single  MS.  of 
the  thirteenth  or  fourteenth  century,  however,  and  which  may  have 
been,  and  probably  was,  written  expressly  in  imitation  of  early 
Christian  feeling,  cannot  furnish  any  solid  basis  for  an  early  date. 
It  must  be  evident  that  the  determination  of  the  date  of  this 
Epistle  cannot,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  otherwise  than  doubtful 
and  arbitrary.  It  is  certain  that  the  purity  of  its  Greek  and  the 
elegance  of  its  style  distinguish  it  from  all  other  Christian  works 
of  the  period  to  which  so  many  assign  it. 

The  Epistle  to  Diognetus  does  not  furnish  any  evidence 
even  of  the  existence  of  our  Synoptics,  for  it  is  admitted 
that  it  does  not  contain  a  single  direct  quotation  fixjm  any 
evangelical  work.  We  shall  heresSter  have  to  refer  to  this  Epistle 
in  connection  with  the  fourth  Gospel,  but  in  the  meantime  it  may 
be  well  to  add  that  in  chap,  xii.,  one  of  those,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, which  are  admitted  to  be  of  later  date,  a  brief  quotation  is 
made  from  i  Cor.  viii.  i,  introduced  merely  by  the  words, 
6  dwooToXos  Aiyct. 
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CHAPTER    VI. 

BASILIDES — VALENTINUS. 

We  must  now  turn  back  to  an  earlier  period,  and  consider  any 
evidence  regarding  the  synoptic  Gospels  which  may  be  furnished 
by  the  so-called  heretical  writers  of  the  second  century.  The  first 
of  these  who  claims  our  attention  is  Basilides,  the  founder  of  a 
sjrstem  of  Gnosticism,  who  lived  in  Alexandria  about  the  year  125 
of  our  era.'  With  the  exception  of  a  very  few  brief  fragments,* 
none  of  the  writings  of  this  Gnostic  have  been  preserved,  and  all 
our  information  regarding  them  is,  therefore,  derived  at  second- 
hand from  ecclesiastical  writers  opposed  to  him  and  his  doctrines ; 
and  their  statements,  especially  where  acquaintance  with,  and  the 
use  of,  the  New  Testament  Scriptures  are  assumed,  must  be 
received  with  very  great  caution.  The  uncritical  and  inaccurate 
character  of  the  Fathers  rendered  them  peculiarly  liable  to  be 
misled  by  foregone  devout  conclusions. 

Eusebius  states  that  Agrippa  Castor,  who  had  written  a  refutation 
of  the  doctrines  of  Basilides,  "  says  that  he  had  composed  twenty- 
four  books  upon  the  Gospel.  "3  This  is  interpreted  by  Tischendorf, 
without  argument,  and  in  a  most  arbitrary  and  erroneous  manner, 
to  imply  that  the  work  was  a  commentary  upon  our  four  canonical 
Gospels  ;^  a  conclusion  the  audacity  of  which  can  scarcely  be 
exceeded.  This  is,  however,  almost  surpassed  by  the  treatment 
of  Dr.  Westcott,  who  writes  regarding  Basilides:  "It  appears, 
moreover,  that  he  himself  published  a  Gospel — a  *  Life  of  Christ,' 
as  it  would  perhaps  be  called  in  our  days,  or  *The  Philosophy 
of  Christianity  '5 — but  he  admitted  the  historic  truth  of  all  the 
facts  contained  in  the  canonical  Gospels,  and  used  them  as 
Scripture.  For,  in  spite  of  his  peculiar  opinions,  the  testimony  of 
Basilides  to  our  *  acknowledged '  books  is  comprehensive  and 
clear.  In  the  few  pages  of  his  writings  which  remain  there  are 
certain  references  to  the  Gospels  of  St.  Matthew,  St.  Luke,  and 
St   John,'*^  etc.     Now,  such  representations   as  these,  made  in 

*  Eusebius,  H.  E,,  iv.  7,  8,  9. 

'  Grabe,  Spicil,  Pair.,  ii.,  p.  39  ff.,  65  AT. 

^  H.  E,,  iv.  7.  *'  Wann  wurden,  u.  j.  w.,  p.  51  f. 

5  These  names  are,  of  course,  pure  inventions  of  Dr.  Westcott  s  6incy. 

*  On  the  Canon,  p.  255  f.  [Since  these  remarks  were  first  made,  Dr. 
Westcott  has  somewhat  enlarged  his  account  of  Basilides,  but  we  still  consider 
that  his  treatment  of  the  subject  is  deceptive  and  incomplete.] 
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the  absence  of  any  explanation  of  the  facts,  or  any  statement  of 
the  reasons  for  such  unqualified  assertions,  and  totally  ignoring 
the  whole  of  the  discussion  with  regard  to  tha  supposed  quota- 
tions of  Basilides  in  the  work  commonly  ascribed  to  Hippolytus, 
and  the  adverse  results  of  learned  criticism,  must  be  condemned 
as  only  calculated  to  mislead  readers  unacquainted  with  the 
facts  of  the  case. 

We  know  from  the  evidence  of  antiquity  that  Basilides  made 
use  of  a  Gospel,  written  by  himself,  it  is  said,  but  certainly  called 
after  his  own  name.*  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  explain  this 
by  suggesting  that  perhaps  the  work  mentioned  by  Agrippa  Castor 
may  have  been  mistaken  for  a  Gospel ;  but  the  fragments  of  that 
work  which  are  still  extant^  are  of  a  character  which  precludes  the 
possibility  that  any  writing  of  which  they  formed  a  part  could  have 
been  considered  a  Gospel.  Various  opinions  have  been  expressed 
as  to  the  exact  nature  of  the  Gospel  of  Basilides.  Neander  affirmed 
it  to  be  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews  which  he  brought 
from  Syria  to  Egjrpt  ;3  whilst  Schneckenburger  held  it  to  be  the 
Gospel  according  to  the  Egyptians.**  Others  believe  it  to  have  at 
least  been  based  upon  one  or  other  of  these  Gospels.  There 
seems  most  reason  for  the  hypothesis  that  it  was  a  form  of 
the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews  which  was  so  generally 
in  use. 

Returning  to  the  passage  already  quoted,  in  which  Eusebius 
states,  on  the  authority  of  Aggrippa  Castor,  whose  works  are  no 
longer  extant,  that  Basilides  had  composed  a  work  in  twenty-four 
books  on  the  Gospel  (to  cvayycXtoi/),  and  to  the  unwarrantable 
inference  that  this  must  have  been  a  work  on  our  four  Gospels, 
we  must  add  that,  so  far  from  deriving  his  doctrines  from  our 
Gospels  or  other  New  Testament  writings,  or  acknowledging  their 
authority,  Basilides  professed  that  he  received  his  knowledge  of 
the  truth  from  Glaucias,  "  the  interpreter  of  Peter,"  whose  disciple 
he  claimed  to  be,5  and  thus  practically  sets  Gospels  aside  and 
prefers  tradition.  Basilides  also  claimed  to  have  received  from  a 
certain  Matthias  the  report  of  private  discourses  which  he  had 
heard  from  the  Saviour  for  his  special  instruction.*^  Agrippa 
Castor  further  stated,  according  to  Eusebius,  that  in  his  l^rjyTjriKd 

'  Ausus  fuit  et  Basilides  scribere  Evangeliuni  et  suo  illud  nomine  iituiare, 
Origen,  Horn,  i,  in  Lucam.  Ausus  est  etiam  Basilides  Evangelium  scribere 
quod  dicitur  secundum  Bctsilidem.  Ambros.,  Comment,  in  Luc.  Proem, 
Hieron. ,  Praf.  in  Matt. 

»  Grabe,  Spicil.  Patr.y  ii.,  p.  39  ff.,  65  ff.  ;  Clemens  AL,  Strom,  y  iv.  12. 

3  Gnost.  Syst.y  p.  84 ;  cf.  JC.  G.,  1843,  ii.,  p.  709,  anm.  2. 

*  Ueb.  d.  Ev.  d.  ^gypt,  1834. 

5  Clem.  Al.,  Strom.,  vii.  17,  §  106. 

*  Hippolytus,  Refut.  Omn.  Hcer,^  vii.  20;  ed.  Duncker  et  Schneidewin, 
1859. 
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Basilides  named  for  himself,  as  prophets,  Barcabbas  and  Barcoph 
(Parchor^),  as  well  as  invented  others  who  never  existed,  and 
claimed  their  authority  for  his  doctrines.'  With  regard  to  all 
this  Dr.  Westcott  writes  :  "  Since  Basilides  lived  on  the  verge  of 
the  apostolic  times,  it  is  not  surprising  that  he  made  use  of  other 
sources  of  Christian  doctrine  besides  the  canonical  books.  The 
belief  in  Divine  Inspiration  was  still  fresh  and  real,"3  etc.  It  is 
apparent,  however,  that  Basilides,  in  basing  his  doctrines  upon 
tradition  and  upon  these  apocryphal  books  as  inspired,  and  in 
having  a  special  Gospel  called  after  his  own  name,  which,  there- 
fore, he  clearly  adopts  as  the  exponent  of  his  ideas  of  Christian 
truth,  completely  ignores  the  canonical  Gospels,  and  not  only 
does  not  offer  any  evidence  for  their  existence,  but  proves,  on  tlie 
contrary,  that  he  did  not  recognise  any  such  works  as  of  authority. 
There  is  no  ground,  therefore,  for  Tischendorf  s  assumption  that 
the  commentary  of  Basilides  "on  the  Gospel"  was  written  upon 
our  Gospels,  but  that  idea  is  negatived  in  the  strongest  way  by  all 
the  facts  of  the  case.  The  perfectly  simple  interpretation  of  the 
statement  is  that  long  ago  suggested  by  Valesius,*  that  the  Com- 
mentary of  Basilides  was  composed  upon  his  own  Gospel,  whether 
it  was  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews  or  the  Egyptians. 

Moreover,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  Basilides  used  the 
word  "  Gospel "  in  a  peculiar  sense.  Hippolytus,  in  the  work 
usually  ascribed  to  him,  writing  of  the  Basilidians  and  describing 
their  doctrines,  says  :  "  When  therefore  it  was  necessary,  he  (?) 
says,  that  we,  the  children  of  God,  should  be  revealed,  in 
expectation  of  whose  revelation,  he  says,  the  creation  groaned  and 
travailed,  the  Gospel  came  into  the  world,  and  passed  through 
every  principality  and  power  and  dominion,  and  every  name  that  is 
named,"  etc.  "  The  Gospel,  therefore,  came  first  from  the  Sonship, 
he  says,  through  the  Son,  sitting  by  the  Archon,  to  the  Archon, 
and  the  Archon  learnt  that  he  was  not  the  God  of  all  things,  but 
begotten,"s  etc.  "The  Gospel,  according  to  them,  is  the  know- 
ledge of  supramundane  matters,"^  etc.  This  may  not  be  very 
intelligible,  but  it  is  sufficient  to  show  that  "  the  Gospel "  in  a 
technical  sensed  formed  a  very  important  part  of  the  system  of 
Basilides.  Now,  there  is  nothing  whatever  to  show  that  the 
twenty-four  books  which  he  composed  "  on  the  Gospel "  were  not 


'  Isidorus,  his  son  and  disciple,  wrote  a  commentary  on  the  prophecy  of 
Parchor  (Clem.  Al.,  Strom. ^  vi.  6,  §  53),  in  which  he  further  refers  to  the 
**  prophecy  of  Cham." 

=*  Euseb.,  II,  E,,  iv.  7.  ^  On  the  Canon^  p.  255. 

*  Cf.  Fabricius,  Cod,  Apocr,  N.  7".,  i.,  p.  343,  not.  m. 

s  Ib,^  vii.  26;  cf.  27,  etc.  ^  Ib,^  vii.  27. 

7  Dr.  Westcott  admits  this  technical  use  of  the  word,  of  course  {On  the 
Canan^  p.  255  f.,  note  4). 
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in  elucidation  of  the  Gospel  as  technically  understood  by  him, 
illustrated  by  extracts  from  his  own  special  Gospel  and  from  the 
tradition  handed  down  to  him  by  Glaucias  and  Matthias. 

The  emphatic  assertion  of  Dr.  Westcott,  that  Basilides  "  admitted 
the  historic  truth  of  all  the  facts  contained  in  the  canonical 
Gospels,"  is  based  solely  upon  the  following  sentence  of  the  work 
attributed  to  Hippolytus:  "Jesus,  however,  was  generated 
according  to  these  (followers  of  Basilides),  as  we  have  already  said.' 
But  when  the  generation  which  has  already  been  declared  had 
taken  place,  all  things  regarding  the  Saviour,,  according  to  them, 
occurred  in  like  manner  as  they  have  fteen  written  in  the 
Gospel."'  There  are,  however,  several  important  points  to  be 
borne  in  mind  in  reference  to  this  passage.  The  statement  in 
question  is  not  made  in  connection  with  Basilides  himself,  but 
distinctly  in  reference  to  his  followers,  of  whom  there  were  many 
in  the  time  of  Hippolytus  and  long  aif ter  him.  It  is,  moreover,  a 
general  observation,  the  accuracy  of  which  we  have  no  means  of 
testing,  and  upon  the  correctness  of  which  there  is  no  special 
reason  to  rely.  The  remark,  made  at  the  beginning  of  the 
third  century,  that  the  followers  of  Basilides  believed  that  the 
actual  events  of  the  life  of  Jesus  occurred  in  the  way  in  which 
they  have  been  written  in  the  Gospels,  is  no  proof  that 
either  they  or  Basilides  used  or  admitted  the  authority  of  our 
Gospels.  The  exclusive  use  by  any  one  of  the  Gospel  according 
to  the  Hebrews,  for  instance,  would  be  perfectly  consistent  with 
the  statement.  No  one  who  considers  what  is  known  of  that 
Gospel,  or  who  thinks  of  the  use  made  of  it  in  the  first  half  of  the 
second  century  by  perfectly  orthodox  Fathers,  can  doubt  this. 
The  passage  is,  therefore,  of  no  weight  as  evidence  for  the  use  of 
our  Gospels.  Dr.  Westcott  himself  admits  that  in  the  extant 
fragments  of  Isidorus,  the  son  and  disciple  of  Basilides,  who 
"  maintained  the  doctrines  of  his  father,"  he  has  "  noticed  nothing 
bearing  on  the  books  of  the  New  Testament.  "3  On  the  supposi- 
tion that  Basilides  actually  wrote  a  Commentary  on  our  Gospels, 
and  used  them  as  Scripture,  it  is  indeed  passing  strange  that  we 
have  so  little  evidence  on  the  point. 

We  must  now  examine  in  detail  all  of  the  quotations,  and 
they  are  few,  alleged  to  show  the  use  of  our  Gospels ;  and  we 
shall  commence  with  those  of  Tischendorf.  The  first  passage 
which  he  points  out  is  found  in  the  Stromata  of  Clement  of 
Alexandria.  Tischendorf  guards  himself,  in  reference  to  these 
quotations,  by  merely  speaking  of  them  as  "  Basilidian "  (Basili- 


'  He  refers  to  a  mystical  account  of  the  ii 
'  Hippolytus,  Ref.  Omn.  Httr.^  vii.  27. 
3  On  the  CanoHy  p.  257. 
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dianisch),'  but  it  might  have  been  more  frank  to  have  stated 
clearly  that  Clement  distinctly  assigns  the  quotation  to  the 
followers  of  Basilides  {ol  8k  airo  BourtXciSou),^  and  not  to  Basilides 
himself.  3  The  supposed  quotation,  therefore,  even  if  traced 
to  oiir  Gospels,  could  not  prove  anything  in  regard  to  Basilides. 
The  passage  itself,  compared  with  the  parallel  in  Matt  xix. 
II,  12,  is  as  follows  : — 


Strom,  hi.  i,  §  i. 

They  say  the  Lord  answered  :  All 
men  cannot  receive  this  saying. 

For  there  are  some  who  are  eunuchs 
from  birth,  others  by  constraint. 


Ou  xdvT€s  x<^poO<ri  rbv  \(rfov  tovtov, 
elffi  yd.p  edvovxotf  ol  fih  iK  yott^s,  ol 
5i  4^  dydyKTjs. 


Matt.  xix.  ii,  i2. 

I  V.  II.  But  he  said  unto  them  :  All 
,  men  cannot  receive  this  saying,  but 
I  only  they  to  whom  it  is  given. 
'  V.  12.  For  there  are  eunuchs  which 
I  were  so  bom  from  their  mother's  womb: 
and  there  are  eunuchs  which  were  made 
eunuchs  by  men,  etc. 

0^  wdtrres  x^P^^^^*-  ''^^  \6yotf  rwhow, 
dXX'    oU   54SoTai'  tUrb'    ydp    eifvovx^ 
otripei  iK  KoiXLai  /irjTpbs  iycvvfidniiraif 
1  ofJrwj,  KoX  clffXv  eiyovxoi.  otrtpes  eipov- 
I  x^^V<^^^  ^^  """^  dpOpijUrw,  ic.r.X. 

Now,  this  passage,  in  its  affinity  to,  and  material  variation  from,  our 
first  Gospel,  might  be  quoted  as  evidence  for  the  use  of  another 
Gospel,  but  it  cannot  reasonably  be  cited  as  evidence  for  the  use 
of  Matthew.  Apologists,  in  their  anxiety  to  grasp  at  the  faintest 
analogies  as  testimony,  seem  altogether  to  ignore  the  history  of  the 
creation  of  written  Gospels,  and  to  forget  the  existence  of  the 
TToXXot  of  Luke. 

The  next  passage  referred  to  by  Tischendorf^  is  one  quoted  by 
Epiphanius,5  which  we  subjoin  in  contrast  with  the  parallel  in 
Matt.  vii.  6  : — 


Hi«R.,  XXIV.  5. 

And  therefore  he  said  : 
Cast    not     ye    pearls    before    swine, 
neither  give  that  which  is  holy  unto 
dogs. 


Mij  pd\7jT€  rods  futpyapirat  (/iTpoa- 
0€w  Tuw  xoipf^f  M-V^^  ^^^  f^  dyiow  rots 

KVffi. 


Matt.  vii.  6. 

Give  not  that  which  is  holy  unto 
do|;s,  neither  cast  ye  your  pearls  before 
swme,  lest  they  trample  them  under 
their  feet,  and  turn  again  and  rend 
you. 

Mf^  SQre  rb  Aytop  rdtt  Kwrlv,  fiJfS^ 
pdXr/Te  rods  lUkpiyapirfLt  hfiSsif  i/iTpwr- 

Here,  again,  the  variation  in  order  is  just  what  one  might  have 
expected  from  the  use  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews  or 
a   similar  work,  and  there  is  no  indication  that  the  passage  did 

*  Wann  Wurdetty  u.  s.  w.,  p.  51.  «  Strom,  iii.  i,  §  I. 
3  Dr.  Westcott  does  not  refer  to  this  quotation  at  all. 

*  IVann  JVurden,  «.  j.  w.,  p.  51.  '  Bcrr.,  xxiv.  5,  p.  72. 
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not  end  here,  without  the  continuation  of  our  first  Synoptic.  What 
is  still  more  important,  although  Tischendorf  does  not  mention 
the  fact,  nor  otherwise  hint  a  doubt  than  by  introducing  this 
quotation  also  as  "  Basilidianisch,"  instead  of  directly  ascribing  it 
to  Basilides  himself,  this  passage  is  not  attributed  by  Epiphanius 
to  that  heretic.  It  is  introduced  into  the  section  of  his  work 
directed  against  the  Basilidians,  but  he  uses,  like  Clement,  the 
indefinite  <tyrjo-L ;  and  as,  in  dealing  with  all  these  heresies,  there  is 
continual  interchange  of  reference  to  the  head  and  the  later 
followers,  there  is  no  certainty  who  is  referred  to  in  these  quota- 
tions, and,  in  this  instance,  nothing  to  indicate  that  this  passage 
is  ascribed  to  Basilides  himself.  His  name  is  mentioned  in  the 
first  line  of  the  first  chapter  of  this  "  heresy,"  but  not  again  before 
this  4>rfa-t  occurs  in  chapter  v.  Tischendorf  does  not  claim  any  other 
quotations. 

Dr.  Westcott  states  :  "  In  the  few  pages  of  his  (Basilides') 
writings  which  remain  there  are  certain  references  to  the  Gospels 
of  St.  Matthew,  St.  Luke,"'  etc.  One  might  suppose  from  this 
that  the  "  certain  "  references  occurred  in  actual  extracts  made 
from  his  works,  and  that  the  quotations,  therefore,  appeared  set  in  a 
context  of  his  own  words.  This  impression  is  strengthened  when 
we  read  as  an  introduction  to  the  instances:  "The  following 
examples  will  be  sufficient  to  show  his  method  of  quotation."^ 
The  fact  is,  however,  that  these  examples  are  found  in  the  work  of 
Hippolytus,  in  an  epitome  of  the  views  of  the  school  by  that 
writer  himself,  with  nothing  more  definite  than  a  subjectless  <l>r)<rL 
to  indicate  who  is  referred  to.  The  only  examples  Dr.  Westcott 
can  give  of  these  "  certain  references "  to  our  first  and  third 
Synoptics  do  not  show  his  "method  of  quotation"  to  much 
advantage.  The  first  is  not  a  quotation  at  all,  but  a  mere  reference 
to  the  Magi  and  the  Star.  "  But  that  everything,  he  says  {<f>r)(ri), 
has  its  own  seasons,  the  Saviour  sufficiently  teaches  when  he  says : 

and  the  Magi  having  seen  the  star,"3  etc.     This,  of  course. 

Dr.  Westcott  considers  a  reference  to  Matt.  ii.  i,  2,  but  we  need 
scarcely  point  out  that  this  falls  to  the  ground  instantly  if  it  be 
admitted,  as  it  must  be,  that  the  Star  and  the  Magi  may  have 
been  mentioned  in  other  Gospels  than  the  first  Synoptic.  We 
have  already  seen,  when  examining  the  evidence  of  Justin,  that 
this  is  the  case.  The  only  quotation  asserted  to  be  taken  from 
Luke  is  the  phrase  :  "  The  Holy  Spirit  shall  come  upon  thee,  and 
the  power  of  the  Highest  shall  overshadow  thee,"*  which  agrees 
with  Luke  i.  35.  This  again  is  introduced  by  Hippolytus  with 
another  subjectless  "  he  says,"  and,  apart  from  the  uncertainty  as 

»  On  the  Camm,  p.  256.  '  lb,,  p.  256,  note  3. 

3  Hippolytus,  Ref,  Omiu  H^er.,  vii.  27.  *  lb.,  vii.  26. 
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to  who  "  he  "  is,  this  is  very  unsatisfactory  evidence  as  to  the  form 
of  the  quotation  in  the  original  text,  for  it  may  easily  have  been 
corrected  by  Hippolytus,  consciously  or  unconsciously,  in  the 
course  of  transfer  to  his  pages.  We  have  already  met  with  this 
passage  as  quoted  by  Justin  from  a  Gospel  different  from  ours. 

As  we  have  stated,  however,  none  of  the  quotations  which 
we  have  considered  are  directly  referred  to  BasiHdes  himself, 
but  they  are  all  introduced  by  the  utterly  vague  expression,  "  he 
says  "  (iyqa-i),  without  any  subject  accompanying  the  verb.  Now, 
it  is  admitted  that  writers  of  the  time  of  Hippolytus,  and  notably 
Hippolytus  himself,  made  use  of  the  name  of  the  founder  of  a 
sect  to  represent  the  whole  of  his  school,  and  applied  to  him, 
apparently,  quotations  taken  from  unknown  and  later  followers. 
The  passages  which  he  cites,  therefore,  and  which  appear  to 
indicate  the  use  of  Gospels,  instead  of  being  extracted  from  the 
works  of  the  founder  himself,  in  all  probability  were  taken 
from  writings  of  Gnostics  of  his  own  time.  Dr.  Westcott 
admits  the  possibility  of  this,  in  writing  of  other  early  heretics. 
He  says :  "  The  evidence  that  has  been  collected  from  the 
documents  of  these  primitive  sects  is  necessarily  somewhat  vague. 
It  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  know  the  exact  position  of  their 
authors,  and  the  precise  date  of  their  being  composed.  It  is  just 
possible  that  Hippolytus  made  use  of  writings  which  were  current 
in  his  own  time  without  further  examination,  and  transferred  to 
the  apostolic  age  forms  of  thought  and  expression  which  had  been 
the  growth  of  two,  or  even  of  three,  generations."'  So  much  as 
to  the  reliance  to  be  placed  on  the  work  ascribed  to  Hippolytus. 
It  is  certain,  for  instance,  that,  in  writing  of  the  sect  of  Naaseni 
and  Ophites,  Hippolytus  perpetually  quotes  passages  from  the 
writings  of  the  school,  with  the  indefinite  <^w^t,'  as  he  likewise 
does  in  dealing  with  the  Peratici,3  and  Docetae,^  no  individual 
author  being  named;  yet  he  evidently  quotes  various  writers, 
passing  from  one  to  another  without  explanation,  and  making  use 
of  the  same  unvarying  <lyrj(ri  In  one  place, s  where  he  has  "the 
Greeks  say"  {<l>acrlv  ol  ''EXXt/vc?),  he  gives,  without  further 
indication,  a  quotation  from  Pindar.^  A  still  more  apt  instance 
of  his  method  is  that  pointed  out  by  Volkmar,^  where  Hippolytus, 
writing  of  "  Marcion,  or  some  one  of  his  hounds,"  uses,  without 
further  explanation,  the  subjectless  (fyrja-i  to  introduce  matter  from 
the  later  followers  of  Marcion.^     Now,  with  regard  to  Basilides, 

*  On  the  Canon f  p.  252.  ^  Hippolytus,  Ref,  Omn.  II<tr.,  v.  6  ff. 
3  Ib.y  V.  16,  17.                    *  lb.,  viii.  9,  10.  s  yj.,  V.  7. 

*  Hippol.,   Ref,    Omn.    Har.   ed   Duncker  et  Schneidtwin  not.    in  he, 

p.  134. 
1  Tkeol.  Jakrb.,  1854,  p.  108  ff,;  Der  Ursprung,  p.  70. 

*  Hippolytus,  Ref.  Omn.  H<sr.y  vii.  30. 
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Hippolytus  directly  refers  not  only  to  the  heretic  chief,  but  also 
to  his  disciple  Isidonis  and  all  their  followers'  {koI  'la-CSiapos  koI 
iras  6  TovTtov  x^P^)i  ^^^  ^^^^  proceeds  to  use  the  indefinite 
"he  says,"  interspersed  with  references  in  the  plural  to  these 
heretics,  exhibiting  the  same  careless  method  of  quotation,  and 
leaving  complete  uncertainty  as  to  the  speaker's  identity. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  demonstrated  by  Hilgenfeld 
that  the  gnosticism  ascribed  to  Basilides  by  Hippolytus,  in 
connection  with  these  quotations,  is  of  a  much  later  and 
more  developed  type  than  that  which  Basilides  himself  held,* 
as  shown  in  the  actual  fragments  of  his  own  writings  which 
are  still  extant,  and  as  reported  by  Irenaeus,3  Clement  of 
Alexandria,^  and  the  work  Adversus  omnes  Hcereses^  annexed  to 
the  Prcescripto  Hareticorum  of  TertuUian,  which  is  considered  to 
be  the  epitome  of  an  earlier  work  of  Hippolytus.  The  fact 
probably  is  that  Hippolytus  derived  his  views  of  the  doctrines  of 
Basilides  from  the  writings  of  his  later  followers,  and  from  them 
made  the  quotations  which  are  attributed  to  the  founder  of  the 
school.  In  any  case  there  is  no  ground  for  referring  these 
quotations  with  an  indefinite  ^yrjo^i  to  Basilides  himself. 

Of  all  this  there  is  not  a  word  from  Dr.  Westcott,5  but  he 
ventures  to  speak  of  "  the  testimony  of  Basilides  to  our  *  acknow- 
ledged '  books,"  as  "  comprehensive  and  clear. "^  We  have  seen, 
however,  that  the  passages  referred  to  have  no  weight  whatever  as 
evidence  for  the  use  of  our  Synoptics.  The  formulae  (as  rh 
€lfyqfjL€vov  to  that  compared  with  Luke  i.  35,  and  ws  yeypawTai, 
rj  ypa<tyrj  with  references  compared  with  some  of  the  Epistles) 
which  accompany  these  quotations,  and  to  which  Dr.  Westcott 
points  as  an  indication  that  the  New  Testament  writings  were 
already  recognised  as  Holy  Scripture,  7  need  no  special  attention, 
because,  as  it  cannot  be  shown  that  the  expressions  were  used  by 
Basilides  himself,  they  do  not  come  into  question.  If  any- 
thing were  required  to  complete  the  evidence  that  these  quota- 
tions are  not  from  the  works  of  Basilides  himself,  but  from 
later  writings  by  his  followers,  it  would  be  the  use  of  such  formulae, 
for,  as  the  writings  of  pseudo-Ignatius,  Polycarp,  Justin  Martyr, 
Papias,  Hegesippus,  and  others  of  the  Fathers,  in  several  ways 
positively  demonstrate,  the   New  Testament  writings   were   not 

*  Hippolytus,  id,,  vii.  20;  cf.  22. 

»  Hitenfeld,  TAmI.  Jahrb,,  1856,  p.  86  ff.,  786  flF.;  Die  jud,  Apok.,  1857, 
p.  287  ff.;  Zeiischr.  wiss.  TkeoL,  1862,  p.  452  ff.;  1878,  p.  228  ff. 

3  Adv,  Har.y  i.  24.  -♦  Stromatay  vi.  3. 

5  And  very  little  from  Tischendorf.  [In  the  4th  ed.  of  his  work,  Dr.  West- 
cott has  added  some  observations  regarding  these  subjectless  quotations,  but 
still  most  inadequately  states  the  casej 

*"  On  the  Canon,  p.  256.  ">  /d.,p,  256. 
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admitted,  even  amongst  orthodox  Fathers,  to  the  rank  of  Holy 
Scripture  until  a  very  much  later  period. 

Much  of  what  has  been  said  with  regard  to  the  claim  which  is 
laid  to  Basilides  by  some  apologists  as  a  witness  for  the  Gospels 
and  the  existence  of  a  New  Testament  Canon,  and  the  manner  in 
which  that  claim  is  advanced,  likewise  applies  to  Valentinus, 
another  Gnostic  leader,  who,  about  the  year  140,  came  from 
Alexandria  to  Rome,  and  flourished  till  about  a.d.  160.'  Very 
little  remains  of  the  writings  of  this  Gnostic,  and  we  gain  our 
only  knowledge  of  them  from  a  few  short  quotations  in  the  works 
of  Clement  of  Alexandria,  and  some  doubtful  fragments  pre- 
served by  others.  We  shall  presently  have  occasion  to  refer 
directly  to  these,  and  need  not  here  more  particularly  mention 
them. 

Tischendorf,  the  self-constituted  modem  Defensor fideiy^  asserts, 
with  an  assurance  which  can  scarcely  be  characterised  otherwise 
than  as  an  unpardonable  calculation  upon  the  ignorance  of  his 
readers,  that  Valentinus  used  the  whole  of  our  four  canonical 
Gospels.  To  do  him  full  justice,  we  shall,  as  much  as  possible, 
give  his  own  words  ;  and,  although  we  set  aside  systematically  all 
discussion  regarding  the  fourth  Gospel  for  separate  treatment 
hereafter,  we  must,  in  order  to  convey  the  full  sense  of  Dr. 
Tischendorfs  proceeding,  commence  with  a  sentence  regarding 
that  Gospel.  Referring  to  a  statement  of  Irenaeus,  that  the 
followers  of  Valentinus  made  use  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  Tischen- 
dorf continues :  "  Hippolytus  confirms  and  completes  the  state- 
ment of  Irenaeus,  for  he  quotes  several  expressions  of  John,  which 
Valentinus  employed.  This  most  clearly  occurs  in  the  case  of 
John  X.  8  ;  for  Hippolytus  writes  :  *  Because  the  prophets  and  the 
law,  according  to  the  doctine  of  Valentinus,  were  only  filled 
with  a  subordinate  and  foolish  spirit,  Valentinus  says :  On 
account  of  this,  the  Saviour  says :  All  who  came  before 
me  were  thieves  and  robbers.' "3  Now  this,  to  begin  with, 
is  a  practical  falsification  of  the  text  of  the  Philosophumena, 
which  reads  :  "  Therefore,  all  the  Prophets  and  the  Law  spoke 
under  the  influence  of  the  Demiurge,  a  foolish  God,  he  says,  (they 

*  Irenseus,  Adv,  ffar,y  iii.  4,  §  3 ;  Eusebius,  H.  E.,iv.  11. 

*  Hilgenfeld,  Zeitsckr,  wiss.  TheoL,  1865,  p.  329. 

3  ^*Die  Angabe  des  Irendus  bestdrkt  und  vervollstdndigt  Hippolytus ^  denn  er 
fiihrt  einzelne  Johanneische  Ausspruche  an^  we/che  Valentin  benutut  hat.  Am 
deutlichsten  geschieht  dies  mitjoh.  x.  8  ;  denn  Hippolytus  schreibt :  JVeil  die 
Propheten  und  das  Gesetz,  nach  Valentins  Lehre^  nur  von  einem  untergeord- 
neten  und  thorichten  Geiste  erfiillt  waren^  so  sagt  Valentin :  Eden  deshalb 
spricht  der  Erloser:  Alle  die  vor  mir  gekomvien  sindy  sittd  Diehe  und  Morder 
gewesenJ**     Wann  zvurden,  u,  5.  w.,  p.  44. 
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themselves  being)  foolish,  knowing  nothing.  On  this  account,  he 
says,  the  Saviour  saith :  All  who  came  before  me,"  etc'  There  is 
no  mention  of  the  name  of  Valentinus  in  the  passage,  and, 
as  we  shall  presently  show,  there  is  no  direct  reference  in  the 
whole  chapter  to  Valentinus  himself.  The  introduction  of  his 
name  in  this  maimer  into  the  text,  without  a  word  of  explanation, 
is  highly  reprehensible.  It  is  true  that  in  a  note  Tischendorf 
gives  a  closer  translation  of  the  passage,  without,  however,  any 
explaiiation ;  and  here  aS^ain  he  adds,  in  parenthesis  to  the  "  says 
he,"  "  namely,  Valentinus."  Such  a  note,  however,  which  would 
probably  be  unread  by  a  majority  of  readers,  does  not  rectify  the 
impression  conveyed  by  so  positive  and  emphatic  an  assertion  as  is 
conveyed  by  the  alteration  in  the  text 

Tischendorf  continues :  "  And  as  the  Gospel  of  John,  so  also 
were  the  other  Gospels  used  by  Valentinus.  According  to  the 
statement  of  Irenseus  (I.  7,  §  4),  he  found  the  said  subordinate 
spirit  which  he  calls  Demiurge,  Masterworker,  emblematically 
represented  by  the  Centurion  of  Capernaum  (Matt.  viii.  9, 
Luke  vii.  8) ;  in  the  dead  and  resuscitated  daughter  of  Jairus, 
when  twelve  years  old  (Luke  viii.  41),  he  recognised  a  symbol  of 
his  *  Wisdom'  (Achamoth),  the  mother  of  the  Masterworker 
(L  8,  §  2) ;  in  like  maimer,  he  saw  represented  in  the  history  of 
the  woman  who  had  suffered  twelve  years  from  the  bloody  issue, 
and  was  cured  by  the  Lord  (Matt.  ix.  20),  the  sufferings  and 
salvation  of  his  twelfth  primitive  spirit  (Aeon)  (I.  3,  §  3) ;  the 
expression  of  the  Lord  (Matt.  v.  18)  on  the  numerical  value  of  the 
iota  (*  the  smallest  letter ')  he  applied  to  his  ten  aeons  in  repose."^ 
Now,  in  every  instance  where  Tischendorf  here  speaks  of  Valentinus 
by  the  singular  "  he,"  Irenseus  uses  the  plural  "  they,"  referring 
not  to  the  original  founder  of  the  sect,  but  to  his  followers  in  his 
own  day ;  and  the  text  is  thus  again  in  every  instance  falsified  by 
the  pious  zeal  of  the  apologist.  In  the  case  of  the  Centurion  : 
"  they  say  "  (Aiyowt)  that  he  is  the  Demiurge  ;3  **  they  declare  " 
(BLTjyovvTai)  that  the  daughter  of  Jairus  is  the  type  of  Achamoth  ;* 
"  they  say "  (Xeyoxxri)  that  the  apostasy  of  Judas  points  to  the 
passion  in  connection  with  the  twelfth  aeon,  and  also  the  fact  that 
Jesus  suffered  in  the  twelfth  month  after  his  baptism ;  for  they 
will  have  it  (fiovXovrai)  that  he  only  preached  for  one  year.  The 
case  of  the  woman  with  the  bloody  issue  for  twelve  years,  and  the 
power  which  went  forth  from  the  Son  to  heal  her,  "  they  will  have 
to  be  Horos  "  (eTvai  8^  ravnjv  rhv  "Opov  OeXova'tv),^  In  like  manner 
they  assert  that  the  ten  aeons  are  indicated  (crqfmiv€a'dai  keyova-i) 


*  Hippolytus,  /^gf.  Omn,  Har,^  vi.  35.         "  Wann  wurden,  u.  s,  w.,  p.  44. 
3  Irenseus,  Adv.  Har.^  1.  7,  §  4.  ^  Ib.y  Adv.  Har.,  i.  8,  §  2. 


5  ^.,  i.  3.  §  3. 
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by  the  letter  "iota,"  mentioned  in  the  Saviour's  expres- 
sion, Matt.  V.  1 8.'  At  the  end  of  these  and  numerous  other 
similar  references  to  this  chapter  to  New  Testament  expres- 
sions and  passages,  Irenseus  says :  "  Thus  they  interpret,"  etc. 
{epfirjvevova-Lv  tlprja-Oai).'^  The  plural  "  They "  is  employed 
throughout. 

Tischendorf  proceeds  to  give  the  answer  to  his  statement  which 
is  supposed  to  be  made  by  objectors.  "  They  say  :  all  that  has 
reference  to  the  Gospel  of  John  was  not  advanced  by  Valentinus 
himself,  but  by  his  disciples.  And  in  fact,  in  Irenaeus,  *they — the 
Valentinians — say,'  occurs  much  oftener  than  *  he — Valentinus — 
says.'  But  who  is  there  so  sapient  as  to  draw  the  line  between 
what  the  master  alone  says,  and  that  which  the  disciples  state 
without  in  the  least  repeating  the  master  ?"3  Tischendorf  solves 
the  difficulty  by  referring  everything  indiscriminately  to  the 
master.  Now,  in  reply  to  these  observations,  we  must  remark,  in 
the  first  place,  that  the  admission  here  made  by  Tischendorf,  that 
Irenaeus  much  more  often  uses  "  they  say "  than  "  he  says "  is 
still  quite  disingenuous,  inasmuch  as  invariably,  and  without 
exception,  Irenaeus  uses  the  plural  in  connection  with  the  texts 
in  question.  Secondly,  it  is  quite  obvious  that  a  Gnostic  writing 
about  A.D.  185-195  was  likely  to  use  arguments  which  were 
never  thought  of  by  a  Gnostic  writing  at  the  middle  of  the 
century.  At  the  end  of  the  century  the  writings  of  the  New 
Testament  had  acquired  consideration  and  authority,  and  Gnostic 
writers  had  therefore  a  reason  to  refer  to  them,  and  to  endeavour 
to  show  that  they  supported  their  peculiar  views,  which  did  not 
exist  at  all  at  the  time  when  Valentinus  propounded  his  system. 
Tischendorf,  however,  cannot  be  allowed  the  benefit  even  of  such 
a  doubt  as  he  insinuates,  as  to  what  belongs  to  the  master  and 
what  to  the  followers.  Such  doubtfiil  testimony  could  not 
establish  anything,  but  it  is  in  point  of  fact  also  totally  excluded 
by  the  statements  of  Irenaeus  himself. 

In  the  preface  to  the  first  book  of  his  great  work,  Irenaeus 
clearly  states  the  motives  and  objects  for  which  he  writes.  He 
says :  "  I  considered  it  necessary,  having  read  the  commentaries 
{vn-ofivrffuwi)  of  the  disciples  of  Valentinus^  as  they  call  them- 
selves, and  having  had  personal  intercourse  with  some  of  them 
and  acquired  full  knowledge  of  their  opinions,  to  unfold  to  thee," 
etc.,  and  he  goes  on  to  say  that  he  intends  to  set  forth  "the 
opiftions  of  those  who  are  now  teaching  heresy;  I  speak  particu- 
larly of  the  followers  of  Ptolemaeus,  whose  system  is  an  offshoot 
of  the  school  of  Valentinus."*     Nothing  could  be  more  explicit 

*  73.,  i.  3,  §  2.  *  /5.,  i.  3,  §4.  3  Wann  wurdeuy  u.  s.  w.,  p.  45. 

*  Irenaeus,  Adv,  Har.  Prof,,  i.,  §  2. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


VALENTINUS  333 

than  this  statement  that  Irenseus  neither  intended  nor  pretended 
to  write  upon  the  works  of  Valentinus  himself,  but  upon  the 
commentaries  of  his  followers  of  his  own  time,  with  some  of  whom 
he  had  had  personal  intercourse,  and  that  the  system  which  he 
intended  to  attack  was  that  actually  being  taught  in  his  day  by 
Ptolemaeus  and  his  school,  the  offshoot  from  Vsdentinus.  All  the 
quotations  to  which  Tischendorf  refers  are  made  within  a  few 
pages  of  this  explicit  declaration.  Immediately  after  the  passage 
about  the  Centurion,  he  says,  "  such  is  their  system "  (roiavrtjs 
8k  rrjs  viro$&r€ias  avrcov  ov(rrjs)j  and  three  lines  below  he  states 
that  they  derive  their  views  from  unwritten  sources  (c^  dypa<^v 
dvayivioa-KovTfs),^  The  first  direct  reference  to  Valentinus  does 
not  occur  until  after  these  quotations,  and  is  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the  variation  of  opinion  of  his  followers.  He  says :  "  Let 
us  now  see  the  uncertain  opinions  of  these  heretics,  for  there  are 
two  or  three  of  them,  how  they  do  not  speak  alike  of  the  same 
things,  but  contradict  one  another  in  facts  and  names."  Then 
he  continues  :  "  For  the  first  of  them,  Valentinus,  having  derived 
his  principles  from  the  so-called  Gnostic  heresy,  and  adapted  them 
to  the  peculiar  character  of  his  school,  declared  this,"  etc'  And 
after  a  brief  description  of  his  system,  in  which  no  Scripture 
allusion  occurs,  he  goes  on  to  compare  the  views  of  the  rest,  and 
in  chap.  xii.  he  returns  to  Ptolemaeus  and  his  followers  {*0 
TlroktfJLajLoSf  Kol  oi  (rvv  avT<^,  /c.t.X.). 

In  the  preface  to  Book  II.,  he  again  says  that  he  has  been 
exposing  the  falsity  of  the  followers  of  Valentinus  (^ui  sunt  a 
Valentino)^  and  will  proceed  to  establish  what  he  has  advanced ; 
and  everywhere  he  uses  the  plural  "  they,"  with  occasional  direct 
references  to  the  followers  of  Valentinus  (qui  sunt  a  Valentino).^ 
The  same  course  is  adopted  in  Book  III.,  the  plural  being 
systematically  used,  and  the  same  distinct  definition  introduced  at 
intervals.*  And  again,  in  the  preface  to  Book  IV.,  he  recapitulates 
that  the  preceding  books  had  been  written  against  these,  ^^qui  sunt 
a  Valentino  ^^  (§  2).  In  fact,  it  would  almost  be  impossible  for  any 
writer  more  frequently  and  emphatically  to  show  that  he  is  not, 
as  he  began  by  declaring,  dealing  with  the  founder  of  the  school 
himself,  but  with  his  followers  living  and  teaching  at  the  time  at 
which  he  wrote. 

Dr.  Westcott,  with  whose  system  of  positively  enunciating 
unsupported  and  controverted  statements  we  are  already  acquainted, 
is  only  slightly  outstripped   by  the   German  apologist    in    his 

*  Irenaeus,  Adv,  Har,,  i.  8,  §  i.  *  /^.,  i.  11,  §  i. 
3  As,  for  instance,  ii.  16,  §  4. 

*  For  instance,  **  Secundum  auiem  eos  qui  sunt  a  Valentino"  iii.  11,  §  2. 
**  Secundum  awtem  illos^''  §  3  ;  "  a^  omnibUs  illos^''  §  3.  **  Hi  autem  qui  sunt 
a  Valentino j"  etc,  §  7,  ib.,  §  9,  etc. 
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misrepresentation  of  the  evidence  of  Valentinus.  It  must  be  stated, 
however,  that,  acknowledging,  as  no  doubt  he  does,  that  Irenaeus 
never  refers  to  Valentinus  himself.  Dr.  Westcott  passes  over  in 
complete  silence  the  supposed  references  upon  which  Tischendorf 
relies  as  his  only  evidence  for  the  use  of  the  Synoptics  by  that 
Gnostic.  He,  however,  makes  the  following  extraordinary  state- 
ment regarding  Valentinus  :  "  The  fragments  of  his  writings  which 
remain  show  the  same  natural  and  trustful  use  of  Scripture  as 
other  Christian  works  of  the  same  period;  and  there  is  no 
diversity  of  character  in  this  respect  between  the  quotations  given 
in  Hippolytus  and  those  found  in  Clement  of  Alexandria.  He 
cites  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians  as  *  Scripture,'  and  refers  clearly 
to  the  Gospels  of  St.  Matthew,  St.  Luke,  and  St.  John,  to  the 
Epistles  to  the  Romans,"'  etc. 

We  shall  now  give  the  passages  which  he  points  out  in  support 
of  these  assertions.^  The  first  two  are  said  to  occur  in  the  Stromata 
of  the  Alexandrian  Clement,  who  professes  to  quote  the  very 
words  of  a  letter  of  Valentinus  to  certain  people  regarding  the 
passions,  which  are  called  by  the  followers  of  Basilides  "  the 
appendages  of  the  soul."  The  passage  is  as  follows :  "  But  one 
only  is  good,  whose  presence  is  the  manifestation  through  the 
Son,  and  through  Him  alone  will  the  heart  be  enabled  to  become 
pure,  by  the  expulsion  of  every  evil  spirit  from  the  heart.  For 
many  spirits  dwelling  in  it  do  not  allow  it  to  be  pure,  but  each  of 
them,  while  in  diverse  parts  they  riot  there  in  unseemly  lusts, 
performs  its  own  works.  And,  it  seems  to  me,  the  heart  is 
somewhat  like  an  inn.  For  that,  also,  is  both  bored  and  dug  into, 
and  often  filled  with  the  ordure  of  men,  who  abide  there  in  revelry, 
and  bestow  not  one  single  thought  upon  the  place,*  seeing  it  is  the 
property  of  another.  And  in  such  wise  is  it  with  the  heart,  so 
long  as  no  thought  is  given  to  it,  being  impure,  and  the  dwelling- 
place  of  many  demons,  but  as  soon  as  the  alone  good  Father  has 
visited  it,  it  is  sanctified  and  shines  through  with  light,  and  the 

*  On  the  Canon,  p.  259  f.  [In  the  4th  ed.  of  his  work,  published  since  the 
above  remarks  were  made,  Dr.  Westcott  has  modified  or  withdrawn  his  asser- 
tions regarding  Valentinus.  As  we  cannot  well  omit  the  above  passage,  it  is 
right  to  state  that  the  lines  quoted  now  read:  **The  few  unquestionable 
fragments  of  Valentinus  contain  but  little  which  points  to  passages  of  Scripture. 
If  It  were  clear  that  the  anonymous  quotations  in  Hippoljrtus  were  derived 
from  Valentinus  himself,  the  list  would  be  much  enlarged,  and  include  a  citation 
of  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians  as  *  Scripture,'  and  clear  references  to  the  Gos- 
pels of  St.  Luke  and  St.  John,  to  i  Corinthians,  perhaps  also  to  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews,  and  the  first  Epistle  of  St.  John  "  (p.  295  f.).  In  a  note  he  adds : 
"  But  a  fresh  and  careful  examination  of  the  whole  section  of  Hippolytus  makes 
me  feel  that  the  evidence  is  so  uncertain  that  I  cannot  be  sure  in  this  case,  as 
in  the  case  of  Basilides,  that  Hippolytus  is  quoting  the  words  of  the  Founder  " 
(p.  295,  n.  5).  Under  these  circumstances,  the  statements  even  in  the  amended 
eoition  present  many  curious  features.  -  lb,,  p.  260,  note  2. 
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possessor  of  such  a  heart  becomes  so  blessed  that  he  shall  see 
God."*  According  to  Dr.  Westcott,  this  passage  contains  two  of 
the  *'  clear  references  "  to  our  Gospels  upon  which  he  bases  his 
statement — namely,  to  Matt.  v.  8  and  to  Matt  xix.  1 7. 

Now,  it  is  clear  that  there  is  no  actual  quotation  from  any 
evangelical  work  in  this  passage  from  the  Epistle  of  Valentinus, 
and  the  utmost  for  which  the  most  zealous  apcSogist  could  contend 
is  that  there  is  a  slight  similarity  with  some  words  in  the  Gospel, 
and  Dr.  Westcott  himself  does  not  venture  to  call  them  more 
than  "references."  That  such  distant  coincidences  should  be 
quoted  as  evidence  for  the  use  of  the  first  Gospel  shows  how  weak 
is  his  case.  At  best  such  vague  allusions  could  not  prove  any- 
thing ;  but  when  the  passages  to  which  reference  is  supposed  to 
be  made  are  examined,  it  will  be  apparent  that  nothing  could  be 
more  unfounded  or  arbitrary  than  the  claim  of  reference  specially 
to  our  Gospel,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  Gospels  then  existing, 
which,  to  our  knowledge,  contained  both  passages.  We  may, 
indeed,  go  still  further,  and  affirm  that,  if  these  coincidences  are 
references  to  any  Gospel  at  all,  that  Gospel  is  not  the  canonical, 
but  one  different  from  it. 

The  first  reference  alluded  to  consists  of  the  following  two 

phrases:    "But  one  only  is  good  (cfs   8c   emv  dyaOos) the 

alone  good  Father "  (6  fjLovo^  dyaOhs  warrjp).  This  is  compared 
with  Matt.  xix.  17':  "Why  askest  thou  me  concerning  good? 
there  is  one  that  is  good"  (cfs  c<mv  6  aya^05).3  Now,  the 
passage  in  the  epistle,  if  a  reference  to  any  parallel  episode,  such 
as  Matt.  xix.  17,  hidicates,  with  certainty,  the  reading:  "One  is 
good,  the  Father "  (cfs  €(mv  dyaOos  6  irarrjp).  There  is  no  such 
reading  in  any  of  our  Gospels.  But,  although  this  reading  does 
not  exist  in  any  of  the  canonical  Gospels,  it  is  well  known  that  it 
did  exist  in  uncanonical  Gospels  no  longer  extant,  and  that  the 
passage  was  one  upon  which  various  sects  of  so-called  heretics 
laid  great  stress.  Irenaeus  quotes  it  as  one  of  the  texts  to  which 
the  Marcosians,  who  made  use  of  apocryphal  Gospels,*  and 
notably  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,  gave  a  different 
colouring :  cfs  «mv  dya^bs,  o  varqps,  Epiphanius  also  quotes 
this  reading  as  one  of  the  variations  of  the  Marcionites:  cis 
ioTiv  dyaOhsj  6  Oehs,  6  warqp,^  Origen  likewise  remarks  that 
this  passage  is  misused  by  some   heretics :  "  Vif/uf  proprie  sibi 

'  Qem.,  Al.  Strom,  y  ii.  20,  §  114. 

*  Westcott,  On  the  Canon^  p.  260,  note  2. 

3  Mark  x.  18  and  Lake  xviii.  18  are  linguistically  more  distant.  ''  Why 
callest  thou  me  good  ?  There  is  none  good  but  God  only."  Mth  irf0.dhi  €l 
fi^  ets  6  Beif, 

*  Adv,  Har.y  i.  20,  §  i.  s  Jb.^  \.  20,  §  2. 

*  Epiphanius,  Hcsr.y  xlii.;  SchoL  L,  ed.  Pet,^  p.  339. 
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datum  scutum  putant  {haretid)  quod  dixit  Daminus  in  Evangelio  : 
Nemo  bonus  nisi  unus  Deus  fcUer^^  Justin  Martyr  quotes  the 
same  reading  from  a  source  different  from  our  Gospels,  ih  Iotiv 
ayaSh^  6  irarrjp  fwv,  k.t.X^»  and  in  agreement  with  the  repeated 
similar  readings  of  the  Clementine  HomilieSy  which  likewise  derived 
it  from  an  extra  canonical  source,  o  ya/>  aya^^s  cfs  €OTtv,  6  Tra-n^pJ 
The  use  of  a  similar  expression  by  Clement  of  Alexandria,^  as  well 
as  by  Origen,  only  serves  to  prove  the  existence  of  the  reading  in 
extinct  Gospels,  although  it  is  not  found  in  any  MS.  of  any  of 
our  Gospels. 

The  second  of  the  supposed  references  is  more  diffuse :  "  One 
is  good,  and   through   him  alone  will  the  heart  be  enabled  to 

become    pure    (ij    KapSla    KaOapa    y€V€<rOat) but    when    the 

alone  good  Father  has  visited  it,  it  is  sanctified  and  shines  through 
with  light,  and  the  possessor  of  such  a  heart  becomes  so  blessed 
that  he  shall  see  God"  (/cat  ovna  paKapi^erai  b  l^tav  t^v 
rouLxmr^v  KapBlavy  onri  oiperai  rhv  deov).  This  is  compared^ 
with  Matt.  V.  8  :  "  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall 
see  God  "  (fiaKapioi  ol  KaOapol  tq  Kap6i(jf.,  otl  avrol  rhv  d^hv  o^ovrat). 
It  might  be  argued  that  this  is  quite  as  much  a  reference  to 
Psalm  xxiv.  3-6  as  to  Matt.  v.  8 ;  but  even  if  treated  as  a  reference 
to  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  nothing  is  more  certain  than  the  fact 
that  this  discourse  had  its  place  in  much  older  forms  of  the 
Gospel  than  our  present  canonical  Gospels,  and  that  it  formed 
part  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews  and  other  evangelical 
writings  in  circulation  in  the  early  Church.  Such  a  reference  as 
this  is  absolutely  worthless  as  evidence  of  special  acquaintance 
with  our  first  Synoptic.^ 

Tischendorf  does  not  appeal  at  all  to  these  supposed  references 
contained  in  the  passages  preserved  by  Clement,  but  both  the 
Grerman  and  the  English  apologist  join  in  relying  upon  the 
testimony  of  Hippolytus,^  with  regard  to  the  use  of  the  Gospels 

*  De  Principusy  i.  2,  §  13 ;  cf.  de  Orat.,  15 ;  Exhort,  ad  MarL^  7  ;  Contra 
Cels.y  V.  II  ;  cf.  Griesbach,  Symb,  Crit,^  ii.,  pp.  305,  349,  388. 

'  ApoLf  i.  16.  3  ffom.f  xviii.  i,  3. 

*  o^€h  dya0bsy  el  fi^  6  TaHip  fiov,  K.r,\.  {Pada^.y  i.  8,  §  72,  cf.  §  74);  cfj 
AyaBbt  6  irarfip  {Strom.,  v.  lo,  §  64). 

5  Westcott,  On  the  Canon^  p.  263,  note  2. 

*  The  supposed  reference  to  the  Ep.  to  the  Romans  i.  20 ;  cf.  Clem.  Al., 
Strom. y  iv.  13,  §§  91, 92,  is  much  more  distant  than  either  of  the  preceding.  It 
is  not  necessary  for  us  to  discuss  it ;  but,  as  Dr.  Westcott  merely  gives  references 
to  all  of  the  passages  without  quoting  any  of  the  words,  a  good  strong  assertion 
becomes  a  powerful  argument,  since  few  readers  have  the  means  of  verifying 
its  correctness. 

7  By  a  misprint,  Dr.  Westcott  ascribes  all  his  references  of  Valentinus  to  the 
N.  T.,  except  three,  to  the  extracts  from  his  writings  in  the  Stromaia  of 
Clement,  although  he  should  have  indicated  the  work  of  Hippolytus.  Cf.  On 
Ihfi  Canon,  1866,  p.  260,  note  2. 
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by  Valentinus,  although  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  former  does 
so  with  greater  fairness  of  treatment  than  Dr.  Westcott.  Tischen- 
dorf  does  refer  to,  and  admit,  some  of  the  difficulties  of  the  case, 
as  we  shall  presently  see,  whilst  Dr.  Westcott,  as  in  the  case  of 
Basilides,  boldly  makes  his  assertion,  and  totally  ignores  all 
adverse  facts.  The  only  Gospel  reference  which  can  be  adduced 
even  in  the  Philosopkumena,  exclusive  of  one  asserted  to  be  to  the 
fourth  Gospel,  which  will  be  separately  considered  hereafter,  is 
advanced  by  Dr.  Westcott,  for  Tischendorf  does  not  refer 
to  it.  The  passage  is  the  same  as  one  also  imputed  to 
Basilides:  "The  Holy  Spirit  shall  come  upon  thee,  and  the 
power  of  the  Highest  shall  overshadow  thee ";  which  happens  to 
agree  with  the  words  in  Luke  i.  35  ;  but,  as  we  have  seen  in 
connection  with  Justin,  there  is  good  reason  for  concluding  that 
the  narrative  to  which  it  belongs  was  contained  in  other 
Gospels.  In  this  instance,  however,  the  quotation  is  carried 
further  and  presents  an  important  variation  from  the  text  of 
Luke.  "  The  Holy  Spirit  shall  come  upon  thee,  and  the  power 
of  the  Highest  shall  overshadow  thee;  therefore  the  thing 
begotten  of  thee  shall  be  called  holy*'*  (5t^  rh  yeww/Acvov  l/c 
(rav  dytov  KkrjOrj(r€Tat).  The  reading  of  Luke  is :  "  Therefore 
also  the  holy  thing  begotten  shall  be  called  the  Son  of  God" 
(Bib  Kol  rh  yewtofuvov  ayiov  KXyidYjcrerai  V109  ^€ov).  It  is 
probable  that  the  passage  referred  to  in  connection  with  the 
followers  of  Basilides  may  have  ended  in  the  same  way  as  this, 
and  been  derived  from  the  same  source.  Nothing  can  be  clearer 
than  the  fact  that  this  quotation  is  not  taken  from  our  third 
Synoptic,  inasmuch  as  there  does  not  exist  a  single  MS.  which 
contains  such  a  passage. 

We  again  come  to  the  question:  Who  really  made  the 
quotations  which  Hippolytus  introduces  so  indefinitely?  We 
have  already,  in  speaking  of  Basilides,  pointed  out  the  loose 
manner  in  which  Hippolytus  and  other  early  writers,  in  dealing 
with  different  schools  of  heretics,  indifferently  quote  the  founder 
or  his  followers  without  indicating  the  precise  person  referred  to. 
This  practice  is  particularly  apparent  in  the  work  of  Hippolytus 
when  the  followers  of  Valentinus  are  in  question.  Tischendorf 
himself  is  obliged  to  admit  this.  He  asks  :  **  Even  though  it  be  also 
incontestable  that  the  author  (Hippolytus)  does  not  always  sharply 
distinguish  between  the  sect  and  the  founder  of  the  sect,  does  this 
apply  to  the  present  case  ?"»  He  denies  that  it  does  in  the  instance 
to  which  he  refers,  but  he  admits  the  general  fact.  In  the  same 
way,  another  apologist,  speaking  of  the  fourth  Gospel  (and,  as  the 
use  of  that  Gospel  is  maintained  in  consequence  of  a  quotation  in 

*  Hippolytus,  Adv,  ffar.y  vi.  35.  »   Wann  wurden,  u.  s.  w.,  p.  46. 
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the  very  same  chapter  as  we  are  noW  considering,  only  a  few  lines 
higher  up,  both  the  third  and  fourth  are  in  the  same  position)  is 
forced  to  admit :  "  The  use  of  the  Gospel  of  John  by  Valentinus 
cannot  so  certainly  be  proved  from  our  reftitation-writing  (the 
work  of  Hippolytus).  Certainly,  in  the  statement  of  these 
doctrines  it  gives  abstracts,  which  contain  an  expression  of  John 
(x.  8),  and  there  cannot  be  any  doubt  that  this  is  taken  from  some 
writing  of  the  sect.  But  the  apologist,  in  his  expressions  r^arding 
the  Valentinian  doctrines,  does  not  not  seem  to  confine  himself 
to  one  and  the  same  work,  but  to  have  alternately  made  use  of 
different  writings  of  the  school,  for  which  reason  we  cannot  say 
anything  as  to  the  age  of  this  quotation ;  and  from  this  testimony, 
therefore,  we  merely  have  further  confirmation  that  the  Gospel 
was  early'  (?)  used  in  the  School  of  the  Valentinians,"*  etc.  Of  all 
this  not  a  word  from  Dr.  Westcott,  who  adheres  to  his  system  of 
bare  assertion. 

Now,  we  have  already  quoted^  the  opening  sentence  of  Book 
VI.  35  of  the  work  ascribed  to  Hippolytus,  in  which  the  quotation 
from  John  x.  8,  referred  to  above,  occurs  ;  and  ten  lines  further 
on,  with  another  intermediate,  and  equally  indefinite,  **  he  says  " 
(<^?/o-t),  occurs  the  supposed  quotation  from  Luke  i.  35,  which, 
equally  with  that  from  the  fourth  Gospel,  must,  according  to 
Weizsacker,  be  abandoned  as  a  quotation  which  can  fairly  be 
ascribed  to  Valentinus  himself,  whose  name  is  not  once  mentioned 
in  the  whole  chapter.  A  few  lines  below  the  quotation,  however, 
a  passage  occurs  which  throws  nSuch  light  upon  the  question. 
After  explaining  the  views  of  the  Valentinians  regarding  the  verse, 
"  The  Holy  Ghost  shall  come  upon  thee,"  etc.,  the  writer  thus 
proceeds  :  "  Regarding  this  there  is  among  them  (avroT?)  a  great 
question,  a  cause  both  of  schism  and  dissension.  And  hence 
their  (avrwv)  teaching  has  become  divided,  and  the  one  teaching, 
according  to  them  (/car'  avrovs),  is  called  Eastern  (avaroXwc^), 
and  the  other  Italian.  They  from  Italy,  of  whom  is  Heracleon 
and  Ptolemseus,  say  (</>ao-*)  that  the  body  of  Jesus  was  animal, 
and,  on  account  of  this,  on  the  occasion  of  the  baptism,  the  Holy 
Spirit,  like  a  dove,  came  down — that  is,  the  Logos  from  the 
Mother  above,  Sophia — and  became  joined  to  the  animal,  and 
raised  him  from  the  dead.  This,  he  says  (<^w/o-0»  ^^  ^^  declaration 
(to  elprffuvov)" — and  here,  be  it  observed,  we  come  to  another 
of  the  "clear  references"  which  Dr.  Westcott  ventures,  deliberately 
and  without  a  word  of  doubt,  to  attribute  to  Valentinus  himself^ — 

*  Why  "  early  "  ?  since  Hippolytus  writes  about  a.d.  225. 

'  WeizsScker,  Unters,  iib,  d.  evang,  Gesch.^  1864,  p.  234;  cf.  Luthardt,  j^^* 
johann.  Urspr.  viert,  Ev,y  1874,  p.  88  f 
'  P-  330,  **  Therefore  all  the  Prophets,"  etc. 

*  On  the  CancHy  p.  260.     [He  no  longer  does  so,  see  back  p.  334,  n.  i.] 
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"  This,  he  says,  is  the  declaration  :  *  He  who  raised  Christ  from 
the  dead  shall  also  quicken  your  mortal  bodies,''  that  is  animal. 
For  the  earth  has  come  under  a  curse  :  *  For  dust,  he  says  (<A^o-4), 
thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou  return.'^  On  the  other  hand, 
those  from  the  East  (ol  8'  a^  drro  rrjs  dvaTokijs),  of  whom  is 
Axionicus  and  Bardesanes,  say  (Aiyowriv)  that  the  body  of  the 
Saviour  was  spiritual,  for  the  Holy  Spirit  came  upon  Mary,  that  is 
the  Sophia  and  the  power  of  the  Highest,  "^  etc. 

In  this  passage  we  have  a  good  illustration  of  the  mode  in 
which  the  writer  introduces  his  quotations  with  the  subjecdess 
"  he  says."  Here  he  is  conveying  the  divergent  opinions  of  the 
two  parties  of  Valentinians,  and  explaining  the  peculiar  doctrines 
of  the  Italian  school  **  of  whom  is  Heracleon  and  Ptolemseus," 
and  he  suddenly  departs  from  the  plural  "  they "  to  quote  the 
passage  from  Romans  viii.  1 1,  in  support  of  their  views,  with  the 
singular  "he  says."  Nothing  can  be  more  obvious  than  that  "he" 
cannot  possibly  be  Valentinus  himself,  for  the  schism  is  repre- 
sented as  taking  place  amongst  his  followers,  and  the  quotation  is 
evidently  made  by  one  of  them  to  support  the  views  of  his  party 
in  the  schism ;  but  whether  Hippolytus  is  quoting  from 
Heracleon  or  Ptolemaeus,  or  some  other  of  the  Italian^  school, 
there  is  no  means  of  knowing.  Of  all  this,  again,  nothing  is  said 
by  Dr.  Westcott,  who  quietly  asserts,  without  hesitation  or  argu- 
ment, that  Valentinus  himself  is  the  person  who  here  makes  the 
quotation. 

We  have  already  said  that  the  name  of  Valentinus  does  not 
occur  once  in  the  whole  chapter  (vi.  35)  which  we  have  been 
examining  and,  if  we  turn  back,  we  find  that  the  preceding  con- 
text confirms  the  result  at  which  we  have  arrived,  that  the  ^tyqa-C 
has  no  reference  to  the  Founder  himself,  but  is  applicable  only  to 
some  later  member  of  his  school,  most  probably  contemporary 
with  Hippolytus.  In  vi.  21,  Hippolytus  discusses  the  heresy  of 
Valentinus,  which  he  traces  to  Pythagoras  and  Plato ;  but  in  ch.  29 
he  passes  from  direct  reference  to  the  Founder  to  deal  entirely 
with  his  school.  This  is  so  manifest  that  the  learned  editors  of 
the  work  of  Hippolytus,  Professors  Duncker  and  Schneidewin, 
alter  the  preceding  heading  at  that  part  from  "  Valentinus "  to 
" Valentiniani."  At  the  b^;inning  of  ch.  29  Hippolytus  writes: 
"Valentinus,  therefore,  and  Heracleon  and  Ptolemaeus  and  the 
whole  school  of  these  (heretics) have  laid  down,  as  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  their  teaching,  the  arithmetical  system.     For, 


*  Ct  Rom.  viii.  11.  '  Cf.  Gen.  iii.  19. 
3  Hippolytus,  /^ef.  Omn.  Ifar.y  vi.  35. 

*  The  quotation  from  an  Epistle  to  the  Romans  by  the  Italian  school  is 
appropriate. 
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according  to  these,"  etc.  And  a  few  lines  lower  down,  "  There  is 
discernible  amongst  them,  however,  considerable  difference  of 
opinion.  For  many  of  them,  in  order  that  the  Pythagorean 
doctrine  of  Valentinus  may  be  wholly  pure,  suppose,  etc.,  but 
others,"  etc.  He  shortly  after  says  that  he  will  proceed  to  state 
their  doctrines  as  they  themselves  teach  them  {fAvrffwvevauvres 
ws  €K€ivot  SlSoo-kovo-lv  €/jo{»/i€v).  Hc  then  continues:  "There 
is,  he  says  (<^«;<rt),"  etc.,  quoting  evidently  one  of  these  followers 
who  want  to  keep  the  doctrine  of  Valentinus  pure,  or  of  the 
"  others,"  although  without  naming  him,  and  three  lines  further  on 
again,  without  any  preparation,  returning  to  the  plural  "  they  say  " 
(Xeyova-iv),  and  so  on  through  the  following  chapters,  "  he  says  " 
alternating  with  the  plural,  as  the  author  apparently  has  in  view 
something  said  by  individuals,  or  merely  expresses  general  views. 
In  the  chapter  (34)  preceding  that  which  we  have  principally  been 
examining,  Hippolytus  begins  by  referring  to  "the  Quaternion 
according  to  Valentinus  ";  but  after  five  lines  on  it  he  continues  : 
"  This  is  what  they  say :  ravrd  lortv  a  Xeyovo-tv,"'  and  then  goes  on 
to  speak  of  "their  whole  teaching"  (t^v  waa-av  avrwv  SiSaa-KakUiv )y 
and  lower  down  he  distinctly  sets  himself  to  discuss  the 
opinions  of  the  school  in  the  plural :  "  Thus  these  (Valentinians) 
subdivide  the  contents  of  the  Pleroma,"  etc.  (ovrtas  oCrot,  k.t.X.), 
and  continues,  with  an  occasional  "according  to  them"  {Kar' 
avroi)?),  until,  without  any  name  being  mentioned,  he  makes 
use  of  the  indefinite  "he  says"  to  introduce  the  quotation 
referred  to  by  Dr.  Westcott  as  a  citation  by  Valentinus  himself 
of  "  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians  as  Scripture. "»  "  This  is,  he 
says,  what  is  written  in  Scripture,"  and  there  follows  a  quotation 
which,  it  may  merely  be  mentioned,  as  Dr.  Westcott  says  nothing 
of  it,  differs  considerably  from  the  passage  in  the  Epistle  iii.  14-18. 
Immediately  after,  another  of  Dr.  Westcott's  quotations  from 
I  Cor.  ii.  14  is  given,  with  the  same  indefinite  "  he  says,"  and,  in 
the  same  way,  without  further  mention  of  names,  the  quotations 
in  ch.  35  compared  with  John  x.  8  and  Luke  i.  35.  There  is, 
therefore,  absolutely  no  ground  for  referring  the  ^yqa-l  to  Valen- 
tinus himself;  but,  on  the  contrary,  Hippolytus  shows,  in  the 
clearest  way,  that  he  is  discussing  the  views  of  the  later  writers 
of  the  sect,  and  it  is  one  of  these,  and  not  the  Founder  himself, 
whom  he  thus  quotes. 

We  have  been  forced  by  these  bald  and  unsupported  assertions 
of  apologists  to  go  at  such  length  into  these  questions,  at  the  risk 
of  being  very  wearisome  to  our  readers  ;  but  it  has  been  our  aim  as 
much  as  p>ossible  to  make  no  statements  without  placing  before 
those  who  are  interested  the  materials  for  forming  an  intelligent 

'  vi.  34.  "^  On  the  Canon,  p.  26a 
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opinion.  Any  other  course  would  be  to  meet  such  assertion  by 
mere  denial,  and  it  is  only  by  bold  and  unsubstantiated  state- 
ments, which  have  been  simply  and  in  good  faith  accepted  by 
ordinary  readers  who  have  not  the  opportunity,  if  they  have  even 
the  will,  to  test  their  veracity,  that  apologists  have  so  long  held 
their  ground.  Our  results  regarding  Valentinus  so  far  may  be 
stated  as  follows  :  the  quotations  which  are  so  positively  imputed 
to  Valentinus  are  not  made  by  him,  but  by  later  writers  of  his 
school ;  and,  moreover,  the  passages  which  are  indicated  by  the 
English  apologist  as  references  to  our  two  synoptic  Gospels  not 
only  do  not  emanate  from  Valentinus,  but  do  not  agree  with  our 
Gospels,  and  are  apparently  derived  from  other  sources. 

The  remarks  of  Dr.  Westcott  with  regard  to  the  connection  of 
Valentinus  with  our  New  Testament  are  on  a  par  with  the  rest  of 
his  assertions.  He  says :  "  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
Valentinus  differed  from  Catholic  writers  on  the  Canon  of  the 
New  Testament."'  We  might  ironically  adopt  this  sentence,  for 
as  no  writer  of  the  time  of  Valentinus  recognised  any  New 
Testament  Canon  at  all,  he  certainly  did  not  in  this  respect 
differ  from  the  other  writers  of  that  period.  Dr.  Westcott 
relies  upon  the  statement  of  Tertullian,  but  even  here,  although 
he  quotes  the  Latin  passage  in  a  note,  he  does  not  fully 
give  its  real  sense  in  his  text  He  writes  in  immediate  continua- 
tion of  the  quotation  given  above  :  "  Tertullian  says  that  in  this 
he  differed  from  Marcion,  that  he  at  least  professed  to  accept  *the 
whole  instrument,'  perverting  the  interpretation,  where  Marcion 
mutilated  the  text."  Now,  the  assertion  of  Tertullian  has  a  very 
important  modification,  which,  to  anyone  acquainted  with  the 
very  unscrupulous  boldness  of  the  "Great  African"  in  dealing 
with  religious  controversy,  is  extremely  significant.  He  does  not 
make  the  assertion  positively  and  of  his  own  knowledge,  but 
modifies  it  by  saying  :  "  Nor,  indeed,  if  Valentinus  seems  to  use 
the  whole  instrument  (neque  enim  si  Valentinus  integro  instrutnento 
uti  videtur)^'"^  etc  Tertullian  evidently  knew  very  littie  of 
Valentinus  himself,  and  had  probably  not  read  his  writii^s  at  all. 
His  treatise  against  the  Valentinians  is  avowedly  not  original,  but, 
as  he  himself  admits,  is  compiled  from  the  writings  of  Justin, 
Miltiades,  Irenaeus,  and  Proclus.3  Tertullian  would  not  have 
hesitated  to  affirm  anything  of  this  kind  positively,  had  there  been 
any  ground  for  it ;  but  his  assertion  is  at  once  too  uncertain,  and 
the  ^ue  of  his  statements  of  this  nature  much  too  small,  for  such 


*  On  the  CanoHy  p.  259.  [Dr.  Westcott  omits  these  words  from  his  4th  ed., 
but  he  uses  others  here  and  elsewhere  which  imply  very  nearly  the  same 
assertion.] 

»  De  Prascrip,  ffar,,  38.  3  Acht,  Valent,,  5. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


342  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 

a  remark  to  have  any  weight  as  evidence.  Besides,  by  his  own 
showing,  Valentinus  altered  Scripmre  (sine dudto  emendans\^  which 
he  could  not  have  done  had  he  recognised  it  as  of  canonical 
authority.  We  cannot,  however,  place  any  reliance  upon  criticism 
emanating  from  Tertullian. 

All  that  Origen  seems  to  know  on  this  subject  is  that  the 
followers  of  Valentinus  (toi»s  aTro  OvaXtvrivov)  have  altered 
the  form  of  the  Gospel  (/x€Taxa/>a^i^€s  to  cvayycXtov).^  Clement 
of  Alexandria,  however,  informs  us  that  Valentinus,  like  Basilides, 
professed  to  have  direct  traditions  from  the  Apostles,  his  teacher 
being  Theodas,  a  disciple  of  the  Apostle  Paul.3  If  he  had  known 
any  Gospels  which  he  believed  to  have  apostolic  authority,  there 
would  clearly  not  have  been  any  need  of  such  tradition.  Hippolytus 
distinctly  affirms  that  Valentinus  derived  his  system  from  Pytha- 
goras and  Plato,  and  "not  from  the  Gospels"  (o^#c  aTro  twv 
€vayycA.t«i/),  and  that  consequently  he  might  more  prop)erly  be 
considered  a  Pythagorean  and  Platonist  than  a  Christian.^ 
Irenaeus,  in  like  manner,  asserts  that  the  Valentinians  derive  their 
views  from  unwritten  sources  (c^  dyfM<fxav  dmyivaKricouT€s),5  and 
he  accuses  them  of  rejecting  the  Gospels,  for,  after  enumerating 
them,^  he  continues  :  "  When,  indeed,  they  are  refuted  out  of  the 
Scriptures,  they  turn  round  in  accusation  of  these  same  Scriptures, 

as  though  they  were  not  correct,  nor  of  authority For  (they 

say)  that  it  (the  truth)  was  not  conveyed  by  written  records,  but 
by  the  living  voice.  "7  In  the  same  chapter  he  goes  on  to  show 
that  the  Valentinians  not  only  reject  the  authority  of  Scripture, 
but  also  reject  ecclesiastical  tradition.  He  says  :  "  But,  again, 
when  we  refer  them  to  that  tradition  which  is  from  the  Apostles, 
which  has  been  preserved  through  a  succession  of  Presbyters  in 
the  Churches,  they  are  opposed  to  tradition,  affirming  themselves 
wiser  not  only  than  Presbyters,  but  even  than  the  Apostles,  in 
that  they  have  discovered  the  uncorrupted  truth.  For  (they  say) 
the  Apostles  mixed  up  matters  which  are  of  the  law  with  the 

words   of  the   Saviour,   etc. It  comes   to  this,  they  neither 

consent  to  Scripture  nor  to  tradition.  (Evenit  itaque^  negue 
Scrip tur is  Jam,  neque  Traditioni  consentire  eos.y^  We  find, 
therefore,  that  even  in  the  time  of  Irenaeus  the  Valentinians 
rejected  the  writings   of   the   New  Testament  as  authoritative 


*  De  Prascrip.  Hcer.y  30.  *  Contra  Cels,^  ii.  27. 

3  Strom.,  vii.  17,  §  106.  ^  Ref.  Omn.  Hixr,^  vi.  29;  cf.  vL  21. 

5  Adv,  ffar.,  i.  8,  §  I.  «  lb.,  iii.  1,  §  1. 

7  Cum  enim  ex  Scripturis  arguuntury  in  accusationem  convertuntur  ifsarum 

Scripiurarum,  quasi  non  recte  habeant,  neque  sint  ex  auctoritate, Non  enim 

per  litteras  traditam  illam,  sed  per  vivam  inxem,  etc.  (Irenaeus,  Adv.  ffar., 
iii.  2,  §  I). 

^  fb.,  iii.  2,  §  2. 
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documents,  which  they  certainly  would  not  have  done  had  the 
Founder  of  their  sect  himself  acknowledged  them.  So  far  from 
this  being  the  case,  there  was  absolutely  no  New  Testament 
Canon  for  Valentinus  himself  to  deal  with,  and  his  perfectly 
orthodox  contemporaries  recognised  no  other  Holy  Scriptures 
than  those  of  the  Old  Testament. 

Irenaeus  goes  still  further,  and  states  that  the  Valentinians 
of  his  time  not  only  had  many  Gospels,  but  that  they  pos- 
sessed one  peculiar  to  themselves.  "Those  indeed  who  are 
followers  of  Valentinus,"  he  says,  "again  passing  beyond  all 
fear,  and  putting  forth  their  own  compositions,  boast  that  they 
have  more  Gospels  than  there  actually  are.  Indeed,  they  have 
proceeded  so  far  in  audacity  that  they  entitle  their  not  long 
written  work,  agreeing  in  nothing  with  the  Gospels  of  the  Apostles, 
the  Gospel  of  Truth,  so  that  there  cannot  be  any  Gospel  among 
them  without  blasphemy."'  It  follows  clearly,  from  the  very 
name  of  the  Valentinian  Gospel,  that  they  did  not  consider  that 
others  contained  the  truth,  and  indeed  Irenaeus  himself  perceived 
this,  for  he  continues  :  "  For  if  what  is  published  by  them  be  the 
Gospel  of  Truth,  yet  is  dissimilar  from  those  which  have  been 
delivered  to  us  by  the  Apostles,  any  may  perceive  who  please, 
as  is  demonstrated  by  these  very  Scriptures,  that  that  which  has 
been  handed  down  from  the  Apostles  is  not  the  Gospel  of  Truth."- 
These  passages  speak  for  themselves.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  the  "  Gospel  of  Truth  "  was  a  harmony  of  the  four  Gospels.3 
This  cannot  by  any  possibility  have  been  the  case,  inasmuch 
as  Irenaeus  distinctly  says  that  it  did  not  agree  in  anything 
with  the  Gospels  of  the  Apostles.  We  have  been  compelled 
to  devote  too  much  space  to  Valentinus,  and  we  now  leave  him 
with  the  certainty  that  in  nothing  does  he  afford  any  evidence 
even  of  the  existence  of  our  synoptic  Gospels. 


*  Hi  veroy  qui  sunt  a  Valentino^  iterum  exsistenies  extra  omncin  tiniorein^ 
suas  conscriptiones  proferentes^  piura  habere  glorianhir,  quam  sint  ipsa 
EvangeHa^  Siquident  in  tantum  processerunt  audacia^  tUi  quod  ab  his  non 
oUm  conscriptum  est,  veritatis  Evangelium  titulent,  in  nihilo  conveniens 
apostolorum  EvangeliiSy  ut  nee  Evangelium  quidem  sit  apudeos  sine  blasphemia 
(Irenaeus,  Adv.  Hcer.,  iii.  11,  §  9). 

»  Irenaeus,  Adv.  H^.,  iii.  11,  §  9-  ^  Bleek,  EinL  N.  T.,  p.  638. 
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MARCION 

We  must  now  turn  to  the  great  Ileresiarch  of  the  second  century, 
Marcion,  and  consider  the  evidence  regarding  our  Gospels  which 
may  be  derived  from  what  w^e  know  of  him.  The  importance, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  difficulty,  of  arriving  at  a  just  conclusion 
from  the  materials  within  our  reach  have  rendered  Marcion's 
Gospel  the  object  of  very  elaborate  criticism,  and  the  discussion  of 
its  actual  character  has  continued  with  fluctuating  results  for 
nearly  a  century. 

Marcion  was  bom  at  Sinope,  in  Pontus,  of  which  place  his 
father  was  Bishop,*  and  although  it  is  said  that  he  aspired  to  the 
first  place  in  the  Church  of  Rome,^  the  Presbyters  refused  him 
communion  on  account  of  his  peculiar  views  of  Christianity.  We 
shall  presently  more  fully  refer  to  his  opinions,  but  here  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  say  that  he  objected  to  what  he  considered  the 
debasement  of  true  Christianity  by  Jewish  elements,  and  he  upheld 
the  teaching  of  Paul  alone,  in  opposition  to  that  of  all  the  other 
Apostles,  whom  he  accused  of  mixing  up  matters  of  the  law  with 
the  Gospel  of  Christ,  and  falsifying  Christianity, 3  as  Paul  himself 
had  protested.^  He  came  to  Rome  about  a.d.  139-142,  and 
continued  teaching  for  some  twenty  years.  His  high  personal 
character  and  elevated  views  produced  a  powerful  effect  upon  his 
time,  and,  although  during  his  own  lifetime  and  long  afterwards 
vehemently  and  with  every  opprobrious  epithet  denounced  by 
ecclesiastical  writers,  his  opinions  were  so  widely  adopted  that,  in 
the  time  of  Epiphanius,  his  followers  were  to  be  found  throughout 
the  whole  world. 5 

Marcion  is  said  to  have  recognised  as  his  sources  of  Christian 
doctrine,  besides  tradition,  a  single  Gospel  and  ten  Epistles  of 
Paul,  which  in  his  collection  stood  in  the  following  order: — 
Epistle  to  Galatians,  Corinthians  (2),  Romans,  Thessalonians  (2), 
Ephesians    (which    he    had    with    the    superscription    "to   the 

*  Epiphanius,  Har,^  xlii.  i,  ed.  Peiav.y  p.  302. 
"  Epiph.,  Hisr.y  xlii.  I. 

3  Irenaius,  Adv.  Htsr.^  iii.  2,  §  2 ;  cf.  12,  §  12  ;  TertuUian,  Adv.  Marc,  iv. 
2,  3  ;  cf.  i.  20  ;  Origen,  injoann,  v.,  §  4. 

*  Gal.  i.  6flr.  ;  cf.  ii.  4  ff.,  11  flf.  ;  cf.  2  Cor.  xi.  i  ff. 
5  Epiph.,  H<:er.y  xlii.  1. 
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Laodiceans  "),'  Colossians,  Philippians,  and  Philemon."  None  of 
the  other  books  which  now  form  part  of  the  canonical  New 
Testament  were  either  mentioned  or  recognised  by  Marcion. 
This  is  the  oldest  collection  of  Apostolic  writings  of  which  there 
is  any  trace,  but  there  was  at  that  time  no  other  "Holy  Scripture" 
than  the  Old  Testament,  and  no  New  Testament  Canon  had  yet 
been  imagined.  Marcion  neither  claimed  canonical  authority  for 
these  writings,  nor  did  he  associate  with  them  any  idea  of  divine 
inspiration.  We  have  already  seen  the  animosity  expressed  by 
contemporaries  of  Marcion  against  the  Aposde  Paul. 

Before  proceeding  to  a  closer  examination  of  Marcion's  Gospel 
and  the  general  evidence  bearing  upon  it,  it  may  be  well  here 
briefly  to  refer  to  the  system  of  the  Heresiarch,  whose  high 
personal  character  exerted  so  powerful  an  influence  upon  his  own 
time,  and  whose  views  continued  to  prevail  widely  for  a  couple 
of  centuries  after  his  death.  It  was  the  misfortune  of  Marcion 
to  live  in  an  age  when  Christianity  had  passed  out  of  the  pure 
morality  of  its  infancy,  when,  untroubled  by  complicated 
questions  of  dogma,  simple  faith  and  pious  enthusiasm  had 
been  the  one  great  bond  of  Christian  brotherhood,  into  a  phase 
of  ecclesiastical  development  in  which  religion  was  fast  degen- 
erating into  theology,  and  complicated  doctrines  were  rapidly 
assuming  that  rampant  attitude  which  led  to  so  much  bitterness, 
persecution,  and  schism.  In  later  times  Marcion  might  have 
been  honoured  as  a  reformer ;  in  his  own  he  was  denounced  as 
a  heretic.  Austere  and  ascetic  in  his  opinions,  he  aimed  at 
superhuman  purity ;  and  although  his  clerical  adversaries  might 
scoff"  at  his  impracticable  doctrines  regarding  marriage  and  the 
subjugation  of  the  flesh,  they  have  had  their  parallels  amongst 
those  whom  the  Church  has  since  most  delighted  to  honour,  and  at 
least  the  whole  tendency  of  his  system  was  markedly  towards  the 
side  of  virtue.3  It  would,  of  course,  be  foreign  to  our  purpose  to 
enter  upon  any  detailed  statement  of  its  principles,  and  we  must 
confine  ourselves  to  such  particulars  only  as  are  necessary  to  an 
understanding  of  the  question  before  us. 

As  we  have  already  frequently  had  occasion  to  mention,  there 
were  two  broad  parties  in  the  primitive  Church,  and  the  very 
existence  of  Christianity  was  in  one  sense  endangered  by  the 
national  exclusiveness  of  the  people  amongst  whom  it  originated. 

*  TertuUian,  Adv,  Marc.y  v.  ii,  17;  Epiph.,  Har.,\\\\.  9;  cf.  10, 
SchoL  xl. 

'  Tertullian,  Adv,  Afan\,  v.  ;  Epiph.,  ZTr?/*.,  xlii.  9.  (Epiphanius  transposes 
the  order  of  the  last  two  Epistles. ) 

s  Gfrorer,  Aiig,  K,  C7.,  i.,  p.  134  f;  Hagenbach,  K,  G,,  1869,  i.,  p.  134  f.  ; 
Hug,  Ein/.  N.  7*.,  i.,  p.  56  ff.  ;  Milraan,  Hist,  of  Chr.,  1867,  ii.,  p.  77  ff.  ; 
Neander,  Allg,  K,  C,  li.,  p.  791  ff.  ;  Volkmar,  Das  Ev,  Marc,  p.  25  ff. 
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The  one  party  considered  Christianity  a  mere  continuation  of  the 
Law,  and  dwarfed  it  into  an  Israelitish  institution,  a  narrow  sect 
of  Judaism ;  the  other  represented  the  glad  tidings  as  the  intro- 
duction of  a  new  system  applicable  to  all,  and  supplanting  the 
Mosaic  dispensation  of  the  Law  by  a  universal  dispensation  of 
grace.  These  two  parties  were  popularly  represented  in  the 
early  Church  by  the  two  Apostles  Peter  and  Paul,  and  their 
antagonism  is  faintly  revealed  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians. 
Marcion,  a  gentile  Christian,  appreciating  the  true  character  of  the 
new  religion  and  its  elevated  spirituality,  and  profoundly  impressed 
by  the  comparatively  degraded  and  anthropomorphic  features  of 
Judaism,  drew  a  very  sharp  line  of  demarcation  between  them, 
and  represented  Christianity  as  an  entirely  new  and  separate 
system,  abrogating  the  old  and  having  absolutely  no  connection 
with  it.  Jesus  was  not  to  him  the  Messiah  of  the  Jews,  the  son  of 
David  come  permanently  to  establish  the  Law  and  the  Prophets, 
but  a  divine  being  sent  to  reveal  to  man  a  wholly  new  spiritual 
religion,  and  a  hitherto  unknown  God  of  goodness  and  grace. 
The  Creator  (Ar;/xtovpyos),  the  God  of  the  Old  Testament,  ^^'as 
different  from  the  God  of  Grace  who  had  sent  Jesus  to  reveal  the 
Truth,  to  bring  reconciliation  and  salvation  to  all,  and  to  abrogate 
the  Jewish  God  of  the  World  and  of  the  Law,  who  was  opposed 
to  the  God  and  Father  of  Jesus  Christ  as  Matter  is  to  Spirit, 
impurity  to  purity.  Christianity  was  in  distinct  antagonism  to 
Judaism  ;  the  spiritual  God  of  heaven,  whose  goodness  and  love 
were  for  the  Universe,  to  the  God  of  the  World,  whose  chosen  and 
peculiar  people  were  the  Jews;  the  Gospel  of  Grace  to  the 
dispensation  of  the  Old  Testament.  Christianity,  therefore,  must 
be  kept  pure  from  the  Judaistic  elements  humanly  thrust  into 
it,  which  were  so  essentially  opposed  to  its  whole  spirit. 

Marcion  wrote  a  work  called  "Antitheses"  ('Avri^eo-cts),  in 
which  he  contrasted  the  old  system  with  the  new,  the  God  of  the 
one  with  the  God  of  the  other,  the  Law  with  the  Gospel,  and  in 
this  he  maintained  opinions  which  anticipated  many  held  in  our 
own  time.  Tertullian  attacks  this  work  in  the  first  three  books  of 
his  treatise  against  Marcion,  and  he  enters  upon  the  discussion  of 
its  details  with  true  theological  vigour :  "  Now,  then,  ye  hounds, 
yelping  at  the  God  of  truth,  whom  the  Apostle  casts  out,'  to  all 
your  questions  !  These  are  the  bones  of  contention  which  ye 
gnaw  ! "»  The  poverty  of  the  "  Great  African's  "  arguments  keeps 
pace  with  his  abuse.     Marcion  objected  :  If  the  God  of  the  Old 


*  Rev.  xxii.  15. 

'  Jam  hinc  ad  quastiones  omnes^  canes,  quosforas  apostolus  expellit,  latrantes 
in  deum  veritaHs.  H(zc  sunt  argumentationum  ossa,  qua  obroditis  (A(h;, 
MarCf  ii.  5). 
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Testament  be  good,  prescient  of  the  future,  and  able  to  avert  evil, 
why  did  he  allow  man,  made  in  his  own  image,  to  be  deceived  by 
the  devil,  and  to  fall  from  obedience  of  the  Law  into  sin  and 
death  ?'  How  came  the  devil,  the  origin  of  lying  and  deceit,  to  be 
made  at  all  ?^  After  the  fall,  God  became  a  judge  both  severe 
and  cruel :  woman  is  at  once  condemned  to  bring  forth  in  sorrow 
and  to  serve  her  husband,  changed  from  a  help  into  a  slave  ;  the 
earth  is  cursed  which  before  was  blessed,  and  man  is  doomed  to 
labour  and  to  death.3  The  law  was  one  of  retaliation  and  not  of 
justice — lex  talionis — eye  for  eye,  tooth  for  tooth,  stripe  for 
striped  And  it  was  not  consistent,  for,  in  contravention  of  the 
Decalogue,  God  is  made  to  instigate  the  Israelites  to  spoil  the 
Egyptians,  and  fraudulently  rob  them  of  their  gold  and  silver  ;5  to 
incite  them  to  work  on  the  Sabbath  by  ordering  them  to  carry  the 
ark  for  eight  days  round  Jericho  f  to  break  the  second  command- 
ment by  making  and  setting  up  the  brazen  serpent  and  the  golden 
cherubim.7  Then  God  is  inconstant,  electing  men,  as  Saul  and 
Solomon,  whom  he  subsequently  rejects  f  repenting  that  he  had 
set  up  Saul,  and  that  he  had  doomed  the  Ninevites,9  and  so  on. 
God  calls  out :  Adam,  where  art  thou  ?  inquires  whether  he  had 
eaten  the  forbidden  fruit,  asks,  of  Cain  where  his  brother  was,  as  if 
he  had  not  yet  heard  the  blood  of  Abel  crying  from  the  ground,  and 
did  not  already  know  all  these  things.'**  Anticipating  the  results  of 
modem  criticism,  Marcion  denies  the  applicability  to  Jesus  of  the 
so-called  Messianic  prophecies.  The  Emmanuel  of  Isaiah  (vii.  14, 
cf.  viii.  4)  is  not  Christ ;"  the  "  Virgin,"  his  mother,  is  simply  a 
"  young  wohian "  according  to  Jewish  phraseology ;"  and  the 
sufferings  of  the  Servant  of  God  (Isaiah  Hi.  13,  liii.  9)  are  not 
predictions  of  the  death  of  Jesus. '3  There  is  a  complete  sever- 
ance between  the  Law  and  the  Gospel ;  and  the  God  of  the  latter  is 
the  antithesis  of  the  God  of  the  former.'^  "  The  one  was  perfect, 
pure,  beneficent,  passionless ;  the  other,  though  not  unjust  by 
nature,  infected  by  matter — subject  to  all  the  passions  of 
man — cruel,  changeable ;  the  New  Testament,  especially  as  re- 
modelled by  Marcion, '5  was  holy,  wise,  amiable ;  the  Old  Testa- 

*  TertulHan,  Ach.  Marc.y  ii.  5 ;  cf.  9.  '  lb.,  ii.  10. 

3  Ib./n.  II.  -♦  /^.,ii.  18. 

5  7J. ,  ii.  20.  TertulHan  introduces  this  l>y  likening  the  Marcionites  to  the 
cuttle-fish,  like  which  "they  vomit  the  blackness  of  blasphemy"  (iembras 
blasphemuB  intervomunt)^  I.c, 

^  Ib,^  ii.  21.  7  /^.,  ii.  22.  *  lb.,  ii.  23. 

9  lb,,  ii.  24.  "  lb,,  ii.  25. 

"  Adu.  Marc,  iii.  12.  "  lb,,  iii.  13. 

'3  lb,,  iii.  17,  18.  '*  lb,,  iv.  i. 

*5  We  give  this  quotation  as  a  risum^  by  an  E^iglish  historian  and  divine,  but 
the  idea  of  the  **  New  Testament  remodelled  by  Marcion  "  is  a  mere  ecclesias- 
tical imagination. 
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ment,  the  Law,  barbarous,  inhuman,  contradictory,  and  detestable."* 
Marcion  ardently  maintained  the  doctrine  of  the  impurity  of 
matter,  and  he  carried  it  to  its  logical  conclusion,  both  in  specula- 
lion  and  practice.  He,  therefore,  asserting  the  incredibility  of  an 
incarnate  God,  denied  the  corporeal  reality  of  the  flesh  of  Christ. 
His  body  was  a  mere  semblance  and  not  of  human  substance ;  he 
was  not  bom  of  a  human  mother  ;  and  the  divine  nature  was  not 
degraded  by  contact  with  the  flesh.*  Marcion  finds  in  Paul  the 
purest  promulgator  of  the  truth  as  he  understands  it,  and, 
emboldened  by  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians,  in  which  that  Apostle 
rebukes  even  Apostles  for  "not  walking  uprightly  according  to  the 
truth  of  the  Gospel,"  he  accuses  the  other  Apostles  of  having 
depraved  the  pure  form  of  the  Gospel  doctrines  delivered  to  them 
by  Jesus, 3  **  mixing  up  matters  of  the  Law  with  the  words  of  the 
Saviour."* 

Tertullian  reproaches  Marcion  with  having  written  the  work  in 
which  he  details  the  contrasts  between  Judaism  and  Christianity, 
of  which  we  have  given  the  briefest  sketch,  as  an  introduction  and 
encouragement  to  belief  in  his  Gospel,  which  he  ironically  calls 
"  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Antitheses  ";s  and  the  charge  which 
the  Fathers  bring  against  Marcion  is  that  he  laid  violent  hands  on 
the  canonical  Gospel  of  Luke,  and  manipulated  it  to  suit  his  own 
views.  "  For  certainly  the  whole  object  at  which  he  laboured  in 
drawing  up  the  *  Antitheses,' "  says  Tertullian,  "amounts  to  this: 
that  he  may  prove  a  disagreement  between  the  Old  and  New 
Testament,  so  that  his  own  Christ  may  be  separated  from  the 
Creator,  as  of  another  God,  as  alien  from  the  Law  and  the 
Prophets.  For  this  purpose  it  is  certain  that  he  has  erased  what- 
ever was  contrary  to  his  own  opinion  and  in  harmony  with  the 
Creator,  as  if  interpolated  by  his  partisans,  but  has  retained 
everything  consistent  with  his  own  opinion."^  The  whole  hypo- 
thesis that  Marcion's  Gospel  is  a  mutilated  version  of  our  tiurd 
Synoptic,  in  fact,  rests  upon  this  accusation. 

The  principal  interest,  in  connection  with  the  collection  of  Mar- 
cion, centres  in  his  single  Gospel,  the  nature,  origin,  and  identity  of 
which  have  long  been  actively  and  minutely  discussed  by  learned 
men  of  all  shades  of  opinion  with  very  varying  results.  The  work 
itself  is  unfortunately  no  longer  extant,  and  our  only  knowledge  of 
it  is  derived  from  the  bitter  and  very  inaccurate  opponents  of 
Marcion.  It  seems  to  have  borne  much  the  same  analogy  to 
our    third  canonical    Gospel    as    existed    between   the    Gospel 

*  Milman,  Hist,  of  Christianity^  1867,  ii.,  p.  77  f. 

»  Tertullian,  Adv.  Marcy  iii.  8  ff.  3  /^.,  iv.  3. 

*  Apostolos  enim  admiscuisse  ea  qua  siint  iegalia  salvatoris  verbis  (Irenoeus, 
Adv,  Har.y  iii.  2,  §  2 ;  cf.  iii.  12,  §  12). 

5  Adv,  MarCf  iv.  i.  ^  /<J.,  iv.  6. 
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according  to  the  Hebrews  and  our  first  Synoptic.  The  Fathers, 
whose  uncritical  and,  in  such  matters,  prejudiced  character  led 
them  to  denounce  every  variation  from  their  actual  texts  as  a  mere 
falsification,  and  without  argument  to  assume  the  exclusive 
authenticity  and  originality  of  our  Gospels,  which  towards  the 
beginning  of  the  third  century  had  acquired  wide  circulation  in  the 
Church,  vehemently  stigmatised  Marcion  as  an  audacious  adul- 
terator of  the  Gospel,  and  affirmed  his  evangelical  work  to  be 
merely  a  mutilated  and 'falsified  version  of  the  "  Gospel  according 
to  Luke."* 

This  view  continued  to  prevail,  almost  without  question  or 
examination,  till  towards  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
when  Biblical  criticism  began  to  exhibit  the  earnestness  and 
activity  which  have  ever  since  characterised  it.  Semler  first 
abandoned  the  prevalent  tradition,  and,  after  analysing  the 
evidence,  he  concluded  that  Marcion's  Gospel  and  Luke*s  were 
different  versions  of  an  earlier  work,'  and  that  the  so-called 
heretical  Gospel  was  one  of  the  numerous  Gospels  from  amongst 
which  the  Canonical  had  been  selected  by  the  Church.  3  Griesbach 
about  the  same  time  also  rejected  the  ruling  opinion,  and  denied 
the  close  relationship  usually  asserted  to  exist  between  the  two 
Gospels.-*  Ldfflers  and  Carrodi^  strongly  supported  Semler's 
conclusion,  that  Marcion  was  no  mere  falsifier  of  Luke^s  Gospel, 
and  J.  E.  C.  Schmidt7  went  still  further,  and  asserted  that  Marcion's 
Gospel  was  the  genuine  Luke,  and  our  actual  Gospel  a  later  version 
of  it  with  alterations  and  additions.  Eichhorn,^  after  a  fuller  and 
more  exhaustive  examination,  adopted  similar  views;  he  repudiated 
the  statements  of  TertuUian  regarding  Marcion's  Gospel  as  utterly 
untrustworthy,  asserting  that  he  had  not  that  work  itself  before 
him  at  all,  and  he  maintained  that  Marcion's  Gospel  was  the  more 
original  text  and  one  of  the  sources  of  Luke.9  Bolten,  Bertholdt,'° 

*  Irenaeus,  Adv.  H(Er,^  i.  27,  §  2  ;  iii.  12,  §  12 ;  TertuUian,  Ado.  Marc^  iv. 
2-6  ;  Epiphanius,  Hctr, ,  xlii.  9,  1 1  ;  Origen,  Contra  Cels. ,  it  27  ;  Theodoret, 
Hart  ^ab.f  i.  24. 

"   Vorrede  %u  Townson's  Abhandl.  ub.  d,  vier  Ew.^  1783. 
3  Netter   Versurh^  die  Gemeimiutzige  AusUgung  u.  anwend.  der  N.  T.  zu 
befwdtm^  1786,  p.  162  f.  ;  cf.  ProUgg,  in  Ep,  ad  Galatas. 

♦  Cumin  hist,  textus epist.  Pauli,  1799,  sect,  iii.,  Opuscula  Academica,  ii., 
p.  124  ff. 

5  Marcionem  Pauli  epist.  et  Luca  evang.  adulterasse  dubitatur^  1788,  in 
Velthusen  Kuinal  et  Ruperti  Comment,  TheologicfZy  1794,  i.,  pp.  i8c>-2i8. 

^  Versuch  einer  Beleuchtung d.  Gesch,  desjiid.  u.  Christl.  BibelkanonSt  ij^t 
ii,,  p.  158  ff.  169. 

7  Ueber  das  dchte  Evang.  des  Lucas ^  in  Menkes  Mag.  fiir  Religions-philos, , 
u.  s.  w.,  iii.,  1796,  p.  468  ff.,  482  f.,  507  f. 

8  Einl.  N.  T.,  1820,  i.,  pp.  43-84. 

9  Bericht  des  Lucas  vonjesu  dem  Messia  (Vorbericht,  1796,  p.  29  f.). 
'°  Einl,  A,  u,  N,  T,,  1813,  iii.,  p.  1293  ff. 
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Schleiermacher,'  and  D.  Schulz^  likewise  maintained  that  Marcion*s 
Gospel  was  by  no  means  a  mutilated  version  of  Luke,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  an  independent  original  Gospel.  A  similar  conclusion 
was  arrived  at  by  Gieseler  ;3  but  later,  after  Hahn's  criticism,  he 
abandoned  it,  and  adopted  the  opinion  that  Marcion's  Gospel 
was  constructed  out  of  Luke> 

On  the  other  hand,  the  traditional  view  was  maintained  by 
Storr,5  Ameth,^  Hug,7  Neander,*^  and  Gratz,^  although  with  little 
originality  of  investigation  or  argument ;  and  Paulus'°  sought  to 
reconcile  both  views  by  admitting  that  Marcion  had  before  him 
the  Gospel  of  Luke,  but  denying  that  he  mutilated  it,  arguing 
that  Tertullian  did  not  base  his  arguments  on  the  actual  Gospel 
of  Marcion,  but  upon  his  work,  the  Antithesis,  Hahn,"  however, 
undertook  a  more  exhaustive  examination  of  the  problem,  attempt- 
ing to  reconstruct  the  text  of  Marcion's  Gospel"  from  the  statements 
of  Tertullian  and  Epiphanius,  and  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  work  was  a  mere  version,  with  omissions  and  alterations  made 
by  the  Heresiarch  in  the  interest  of  his  system,  of  the  third 
canonical  Gospel.  Olshausen'3  arrived  at  the  same  result,  and, 
with  more  or  less  of  modification  but  no  detailed  argument, 
similar  opinions  were  expressed  by  Credner,*^  De  Wette,*5  and 
others. 

Not  satisfied,  however,  with  the  method  and  results  of  Hahn 
and  Olshausen,  whose  examination,  although  more  minute  than 
any  previously  undertaken,  still  left  much  to  be  desired,  Ritschl*^ 
made  a  further  thorough  investigation  of  the  character  of  Marcion's 
Gospel,  and  decided  that  it  was  in  no  case  a  mutilated  version  of 
Luke,  but,  on  the  contrary,  an  original  and  independent  work, 
from  which  the  canonical  Gospel  was  produced  by  the  introduction 


*  Sdmmtl.  Werke,  viii.;  EinL  N,  T.y  1845,  p.  64  f.,  197  f.,  214  f. 
"  Theol.  Stud.  u.  KHt,,  1829,  3,  pp.  586-595. 

3  EfUst,  schr.  Ew.y  1818,  p.  24  ff. 

♦  Recens.  d.  Hahn's  Das  Ev.   Marcion's  in  HalL   Allg,  Litt,  Z.,   1823, 

p.  225ff.;  a:  c;.,i.,  §45. 

5  Zweck  d.  Evang.  Gesch.  u,  Br.Johan.y  1 786,  pp.  254-265. 
^  Ueber  d,  Bekanntsch,  Marcion's  mit.  u.  Aancn,  u.  s.  w.,  1809. 

7  Ein/.  N.  T.y  1847,  i.,  p.  64  ff. 

8  Genet,  Entwickl,  d,  vom,  Gnost.  Syst.,  1818,  p.  311  ff.;  cf.  Allg,  K.  G,, 
1843,  ii.,  pp.  792-816. 

9  Krit.  unters,  sib.  Marcion's  Evang.  ^  1 8 18. 

'°  Theol.  exeg.  Conserv.,  1822,  Lief.  1.,  p.  115  ff. 
"  Das.  Evang.  Marcion's  in  seiner  urspriingl.  Gestalt^  1823. 
"  The    reconstructed    text    is    in    Thilo's   Cod.  Apocr.  N.    T'.,  1832,  pp. 
403-486. 
'3  Die  Echtheit  der  vier  kan.  Ew.y  1823,  pp.  107-215, 
'*  Beitr&gey  i.,  p.  43. 
'5  Einl,  N,  T.y  6th  ausg.y  i860,  d.  Ii9ff. 
**  Das  Evangelium  Marcion' Sy  1846. 
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of  anti-Marcionirish  passages  and  readings.  Baur'  strongly  enun- 
ciated similar  views,  and  maintained  that  the  whole  error  lay  in  the 
mistake  of  the  Fathers,  who  had,  with  characteristic  assumption, 
asserted  the  earlier  and  shorter  Gospel  of  Marcion  to  be  an 
abbreviation  of  the  later  canonical  Gospel,  instead  of  recognising 
the  latter  as  a  mere  extension  of  the  former.  Schwegler'  had 
already,  in  a  remarkable  criticism  of  Marcion's  Gospel,  declared 
it  to  be  an  independent  and  original  work,  and  in  no  sense  a 
mutilated  Luke,  but,  on  the  contrary,  probably  the  source  of  that 
Gospel  K6stlin,3  while  stating  that  the  theory  that  Marcion's 
Gospel  was  an  earlier  work  and  the  basis  of  that  ascribed  to  Luke 
was  not  very  probable,  affirmed  that  much  of  the  Marcionitish 
text  was  more  original  than  the  canonical,  and  that  both  Gospels 
must  be  considered  versions  of  the  same  original,  although  Luke's 
was  the  later  and  more  corrupt. 

These  results,  however,  did  not  satisfy  Volkmar,^  who  entered 
afresh  upon  a  searching  examination  of  the  whole  subject,  and 
concluded  that  whilst,  on  the  one  hand,  the  Gospel  of  Marcion 
was  not  a  mere  falsified  and  mutilated  form  of  the  canonical 
Gospel,  neither  was  it,  on  the  other,  an  earlier  work,  and  still  less 
the  original  Gospel  of  Luke,  but  merely  a  Gnostic  compilation 
from  what,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  may  be  called  the  oldest 
codex  of  Luke's  Gospel,  which  itself  is  nothing  more  than  a 
similar  Pauline  edition  of  the  original  Gospel.  Volkmar's  analysis, 
together  with  the  arguments  of  Hilgenfeld,  succeeded  in  con- 
vincing Ritschl,5  who  withdrew  from  his  previous  opinions,  and, 
with  those  critics,  merely  maintained  some  of  Marcion's  readings 
to  be  more  original  than  those  of  Luke,^  and  generally  defended 
Marcion  from  the  aspersions  of  the  Fathers  on  the  ground  that 
his  procedure  with  regard  to  Luke's  Gospel  was  precisely  that  of 
the  canonical  Evangelists  to  each  other  ;7  Luke  himself  being 
clearly  dependent  both  on  Mark  and  Matthew.^  Baur  was  like- 
wise induced  by  Volkmar's  and  Hilgenfeld's  arguments  to  modify 
his  views  -?  but,  although  for  the  first  time  he  admitted  that 
Marcion  had  altered  the  original  of  his  Gospel  frequently  for 
dogmatic  reasons,  he  still  maintained  that  there  was  an  older  form 
of  the  Gospel  without  the  earlier  chapters,  from  which  both 
Marcion  and  Luke  directly  constructed  their  Gospels — both  of 
them  stood  in  the  same  line  in  regard  to  the  original;  both 

*  AW/.  UnUrs,  kan,  Ew.,  1847,  p.  397  ff. 
'  Das  nackap.  Zeit,^  1846,  i.,  p.  260  ff. 

3  Der  Urstrtmg  d.  synopt.  Ew.^  1853,  p.  303  ff. 

♦  TheoL  jahrb.y  1850,  pp.  1 10-138,  pp.  185-235. 

5  TheoL  Jahrb,,  1851,  p.  528  ff.  *  lb.,  p.  530  ff. 

^  lb,,  p.  529.  8  /^.,  p.  534  ff. 

9  Das  Markusevang,  Anhang  ub.  das  Ev.  Marcion* s,  185 1,  p.  191  ff. 
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altered  it ;  the  one  abbreviated,  the  other  extended  it.'  Encou- 
raged by  this  success,  but  not  yet  satisfied,  Volkmar  immediately 
undertook  a  further  and  more  exhaustive  examination  of  the  text 
of  Marcion  in  the  hope  of  finally  settling  the  discussion ;  and  he 
again,  but  with  greater  emphasis,  confirmed  his  previous  results." 
In  the  meantime,  Hilgenfeld3  had  seriously  attacked  the  problem, 
and,  like  Hahn  and  Volkmar,  had  sought  to  reconstruct  the  text  of 
Marcion,  and,  whilst  admitting  many  more  original  and  genuine 
readings  in  the  text  of  Marcion,  he  had  also  decided  that  his 
Gospel  was  dependent  on  Luke,  although  he  further  concluded 
that  the  text  of  Luke  had  subsequently  gone  through  another, 
though  slight,  manipulation  before  it  assumed  its  present  form. 
These  conclusions  he  again  fully  confirmed  after  a  renewed 
investigation  of  the  subject.-* 

This  brief  sketch  of  the  controversy  which  has  so  long  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  critics  will,  at  least,  show  the  uncertainty  of 
the  data  upon  which  any  decision  is  to  be  based.  We  have  not 
attempted  to  give  more  than  the  barest  outlines,  but  it  will  appear 
as  we  go  on  that  most  of  those  who  decide  against  the  general 
independence  of  Marcion's  Gospel  at  the  same  time  admit  his 
partial  originality  and  the  superiority  of  some  of  his  readings 
over  those  of  the  third  Synoptic,  and  justify  his  treatment  of  Luke 
as  a  procedure  common  to  the  Evangelists,  and  warranted  not 
only  by  their  example,  but  by  the  fact  that  no  Gospels  had  in  his 
time  emerged  from  the  position  of  private  documents  in  limited 
circulation. 

Marcion's  Gospel  not  being  any  longer  extant,  it  is  important  to 
establish  clearly  the  nature  of  our  knowledge  regarding  it  and  the 
exact  value  of  the  data  from  which  various  attempts  have  been 
made  to  reconstruct  the  text.  It  is  manifest  that  the  evidential 
force  of  any  deductions  from  a  reconstructed  text  is  almost 
wholly  dependent  on  the  accuracy  and  sufficiency  of  the  materials 
from  which  that  text  is  derived. 

The  principal  sources  of  our  information  regarding  Marcion's 
Gospel  are  the  works  of  his  most  bitter  denouncers,  TertuUian  and 
Epiphanius,  who,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  wrote  long  after 
his  time — the  work  of  TertuUian  against  Marcion  having  been 
composed  about  a.  p.  208,5  and  that  of  Epiphanius  a  century  later. 


'  Ib.^  p.  225  f.  ^  Das  Evang.  Marcion' s,  1852. 

3  Ueb.  (He  Ew.  Justifies  der  Clem.  Horn,  und  MardorCs^  1850,  p.  389  ff. 

*  Thsol.Jahrb.y  1853,  pp.  192-244.  [A  remarkably  able  and  interesting 
work,  The  Origin  of  the  Third  Gospel,  by  P.  C.  Sense,  M.A.,  1901,  may  be 
advantageously  referred  to.  Mr.  Sense  maintains  that  the  third  Gospel  was 
compiled  from  the  writing  used  by  the  Marcionites,  known  as  the  Marcionite 
Gospel,  and  other  apocryphal  Gospels.] 

s  Cf.  TertuUian,  Adv.  Marc.,  i.  15. 
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We  may  likewise  merely  mention  here  the  "  Diaiogus  de  recta  in 
deum  fide"  commonly  attributed  to  Origen,  although  it  cannot 
have  been  composed  earlier  than  the  middle  of  the  fourth  century. 
The  first  three  sections  are  directed  against  the  Marcionites,  but 
only  deal  with  the  late  forms  of  their  doctrines.  As  Volkmar 
admits  that  the  author  clearly  had  only  a  general  acquaintance 
with  the  Antitheses  and  principal  proof  passages  of  the  Marcionites, 
but,  although  he  certainly  possessed  the  Epistles,  had  not  the  Gospel 
of  Marcion  itself,'  we  need  not  now  more  particularly  con- 
sider it. 

We  are,  therefore,  dependent  upon  the  "  dogmatic  and  partly 
blind  and  unjust  adversaries  "»  of  Marcion  for  our  only  knowledge 
of  the  text  they  stigmatise ;  and,  when  the  character  of  polemical 
discussion  in  the  early  centuries  of  our  era  is  considered,  it  is 
certain  that  great  caution  must  be  exercised,  and  not  too  much 
weight  attached  to  the  statement  of  opponents  who  regarded  a 
heretic  with  abhorrence  and  attacked  him  with  an  acrimony  which 
carried  them  far  beyond  the  limits  of  fairness  and  truth.  Their 
religious  controversy  bristles  with  misstatements,  and  is  turbid 
with  pious  abuse.  Tertullian  was  a  master  of  this  style,  and  the 
vehement  vituperation  with  which  he  opens3  and  often  interlards 
his  work  against  "  the  impious  and  sacrilegious  Marcion  "  offers 
anything  but  a  guarantee  of  fair  and  legitimate  criticism.  Epipha 
nius  was,  if  possible,  still  more  passionate  and  exaggerated  in 
his  representations  against  him.  Undue  importance  must  not, 
therefore,  be  attributed  to  their  statements.-* 

Not  only  should  there  be  caution  exercised  in  receiving  the 
representations  of  one  side  in  a  religious  discussion,  but  more 
particularly  is  such  caution  necessary  in  the  case  of  Tertullian, 
whose  trustworthiness  is  very  far  from  being  above  suspicion,  and 
whose  inaccuracy  is  often  apparent.  ^^  Son  christianisme^^  says 
Reuss,  "  est  ardent^  sincere,  profond^ment  ancri  dans  son  dme.  Eon 
voit  quHl  en  vit.  Mais  ce  christianisme  est  dpre^  insolent^  brutal^ 
ferrailleur,  II  est  sans  onction  et  sans  chariti^  quelquefois  mhne  sans 
loyaut^,  d^s  quHl  se  trouve  en  face  dUme  opposition  quelconque,  Oest 
un  soldat  qui  ne  sait  que  se  battre  et  qui  oublie^  tout  en  se  battant^ 
quHlfaut  aussi  respecter  son  ennemi.  Dialecticien  subtil  et  rusi^  il 
excelle  ^  ridiculiser  ses  adversaires.  Linjure^  le  sarcasme^  un 
langage  qui  rappelle  patfois  en  viriti  le  genre  de  Rabelais^  une 
effronterie  d affirmation  dans  les  moments  de  faiblesse  qui  /rise  et 

'  Das  Ev.  Marcion^s,  p.  53. 

'  Volkmar,  Theol.  Jahrb,^  1850,  p.  120.  3  Adv,  Marc,  i.  i. 

*  Reuss,  Hist,  du  Canon,  p.  71  If.  ;  Gieseler,  EntsL  schr,  Ew.,  p.  25  ; 
^K^oXXiNiy  DU  alt,  Zeugnisse,  p  75;  Volkmar,  TheoL  Jahrb.,  1850,9.  120; 
Westcott,  On  the  Canon,  p.  276 ;  De  Wette,  Einl.  N,  T.,  p.  122. 

2A 
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atteint  mime  la  mammsefoi^  voilh  ses  armes,  Je  sais  ce  guHl  faut  en 

cela  mettre  sur  k  compte  de  VSpoque 5/,  au  second  sihle^  tous  ies 

partis^  sauf  quelques  gnostiqueSy  sont  intoUrants^  Tertullian  Vest 
plus  que  tout  le  monde^^ 

The  charge  of  mutilating  and  interpolating  the  Gospel 
of  Luke  is  first  brought  against  Marcion  by  Irenaeus,' 
and  it  is  repeated  with  still  greater  vehemence  and  fulness 
by  Tertullian^  and  Epiphanius  ;4  but  the  mere  assertion  by 
Fathers  at  the  end  of  the  second  and  in  the  third  centuries,  that  a 
Gospel  different  from  their  own  was  one  of  the  canonical  Gospels 
falsified  and  mutilated,  can  have  no  weight  in  itself  in  the 
inquiry  as  to  the  real  nature  of  that  work.  Their  arbitrary 
assumption  of  exclusive  originality  and  priority  for  the  four  Gospels 
of  the  Church  led  them,  without  any  attempt  at  argument,  to  treat 
every  other  evangelical  work  as  an  offshoot  or  falsification  of 
these.  The  arguments  by  which  Tertullian  endeavours  to  establish 
that  the  Gospels  of  Luke  and  the  other  canonical  Evangelists 
were  more  ancient  than  that  of  Marcions  show  that  he  had  no  idea 
of  historical  or  critical  evidence.  We  are,  however,  driven  back 
upon  such  actual  data  regarding  the  text  and  contents  of  Marcion's 
Gospel  as  are  given  by  the  Fathers,  as  the  only  basis,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Gospel  itself,  upon  which  any  hypothesis  as  to  its 
real  character  can  be  built.  The  question  therefore  is :  Are  these 
data  sufficiently  ample  and  trustworthy  for  a  decisive  judgment 
from  internal  evidence — if,  indeed,  internal  evidence  in  such  a  case 
can  be  decisive  at  all. 

All  that  we  know,  then,  of  Marcion*s  Gospel  is  simply  what 
Tertullian  and  Epiphanius  have  stated  with  regard  to  it  It 
is  undeniable  and,  indeed,  is  universally  admitted,  that 
their  object  in  dealing  with  it  at  all  was  entirely  dogmatic,  and 
not  in  the  least  degree  critical.  The  spirit  of  that  age  was 
so  essentially  uncritical  that  not  even  the  canonical  text 
could  waken  it  into  activity.  Tertullian  very  clearly  states  what 
his  object  was  in  attacking  Marcion's  Gospel.  After  asserting 
that  the  whole  aim  of  the  Heresiarch  was  to  prove  a  disagreement 
between  the  Old  Testament  and  the  New,  and  that,  for  this  pur- 
pose, he  had  erased  from  the  Gospel  all  that  was  contrary  to  his 
opinion,  and  retained  all   that  he  had   considered  favourable, 


*  Reuss,  Rev.  de    ThioL,   xv.,    1857,  p.  67  f.     Cf.  Mansel,   The  Gnostic 
Heresies,  1875,  p.  250,  p.  259  f. 

'  Et  super  haCj  id  quod  est  secundum  Luc  am  Evcmgelium  circumcidens 

(Irenseus,  Adv  Har.y  i.  27,  §  2 ;  cf.  iii.  ii,  §  7  ;  12,  §  12  ;  14,  §  4). 
3  Adv.  Marc,  iv.  I,  2,  4  et passim. 

♦  Har.,  xlii.  9,  10  et  passim. 
5  Adv,  Marc,  iv.  5. 
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Tertullian  proceeds  to  examine  the  passages  retained,'  with  the 
view  of  proving  that  the  heretic  has  shown  the  same  "  blindness 
of  heresy,"  both  in  that  which  he  has  erased  and  in  that 
which  he  has  retained,  inasmuch  as  the  passages  which  Marcion 
has  allowed  to  remain  are  as  opposed  to  his  system  as  those 
which  he  has  omitted.  He  conducts  the  controversy  in  a  free 
and  discursive  manner,  and,  whilst  he  appears  to  go  through 
Marcion's  Gospel  with  some  regularity,  it  will  be  apparent, 
as  we  proceed,  that  mere  conjecture  has  to  play  a  large  part 
in  any  attempt  to  reconstruct,  from  his  data,  the  actual  text 
of  Marcion.  Epiphanius  explains  his  aim  with  equal  clearness. 
He  had  made  a  number  of  extracts  from  the  so-called  Gospel  of 
Marcion,  which  seemed  to  him  to  refute  the  heretic,  and,  after 
giving  a  detailed  and  numbered  list  of  these  passages,  which  he 
calls  crxoAta,  he  takes  them  consecutively,  and  to  each  adds  his 
"  Refutation."  His  intention  is  to  show  how  wickedly  and  dis- 
gracefully Marcion  has  mutilated  and  falsified  the  Gospel,  and 
how  fruitlessly  he  has  done  so,  inasmuch  as  he  has  stupidly,  or  by 
oversight,  allowed  much  to  remain  in  his  Gospel  by  which  he  may 
be  completely  refuted.* 

As  it  is  impossible  within  our  limits  fully  to  illustrate  the  pro- 
cedure of  the  Fathers  with  regard  to  Marcion's  Gospel,  and  the 
nature  and  value  of  the  materials  they  supply,  we  shall,  as  far  as 
possible,  quote  the  declarations  of  critics,  and  more  especially  of 
Volkmar  and  Hilgenfeld,  who,  in  the  true  and  enlightened  spirit 
of  criticism,  impartially  state  the  character  of  the  data  available 
for  the  understanding  of  the  text.  As  these  two  critics  have,  by 
their  able  and  learned  investigations,  done  more  than  any  others 
to  educe  and  render  possible  a  decision  of  the  problem,  their  own 
estimate  of  the  materials  upon  which  a  judgment  has  to  be  formed 
is  of  double  value. 

With  regard  to  Tertullian,  Volkmar  explains  that  his  desire  is 
totally  to  annihilate  the  most  dangerous  heretic  of  his  time — 
first  (Books  I.  to  HI.),  to  overthrow  Marcion's  system  in  general  as 
expounded  in  his  Antithesis,  and  then  (Book  IV.)  to  show  that 
even  the  Gospel  of  Marcion  only  contains  Catholic  doctrine  (he 
concludes,  Christus  Jesus  in  Evangelio  tuo  mens  est,  c.  43) ;  and 
therefore  he  examines  the  Gospel  only  so  far  as  may  serve  to 
establish  his  own  view  and  refute  that  of  Marcion.  "  To  show," 
Volkmar  continues,  "wherein  this  Gospel  was  falsified  or  mutilated 
— !>.,  varied  from  his  own — on  the  contrary,  is  in  no  way  his  design, 

*  H<EC  cofweniemusy  h<ec  ampleciemur^  sinobiscum  niagis  fuerint^  si  Marcionis 
prasumpttonem  percussertnt .  Tunc  et  ilia  constabit  eodem  vitio  haretica 
cacitcUis  erasa  quo  et  hac  reservcUa.  Sic  habcbit  intentio  et  forma  opusculi 
nc5triy  etc,  (Tertullian,  Adv.  Marc,  iv.  6). 

*  Epiphanius,  Hcdr,,  xlii.  9  f. 
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for  he  perceives  that  Marcion  could  retort  the  reproach  of  inter- 
polation, and  in  his  time  proof  from  internal  grounds  was  hardly 
possible,  so  that  only  exceptionally,  where  a  variation  seems  to 
him  remarkable,  does  he  specially  mention  it."*  On  the  other 
hand,  Volkmar  remarks  that  Tertullian's  Latin  rendering  of  the 
text  of  Marcion  which  lay  before  him — which,  although  certainly 
free  and  having  chiefly  the  substance  in  view,  is  still  in  weightier 
passages  verbally  accurate — directly  indicates  important  variations 
in  that  text.  He  goes  on  to  argue  that  the  silence  of  Tertullian 
may  be  weighty  testimony  for  the  fact  that  passages  which  exist 
in  Luke,  but  which  he  does  not  mention,  were  missing  in  Marcion's 
Gospel,  though  he  does  so  with  considerable  reservation.  "  But 
his  silence  alone^^^  he  says,  "can  only  under  certain  conditions 
represent  with  diplomatic  certainty  an  omission  in  Marcion.  It 
is  indeed  probable  that  he  would  not  lightly  have  passed  over 
a  passage  in  the  Gospel  of  Marcion  which  might  in  any  way  be 
contradictory  to  its  system,  if  one  altogether  similar  had  not 
preceded  it,  all  the  more  as  he  frequently  drags  in  by  force  such 
proof  passages  from  Marcion's  text,  and  often  plainly,  but  with  a 
certain  sophistry,  tries  to  refute  his  adversary  out  of  the  words  of 
his  own  Gospel.  But  it  remains  always  possible  that  in  his 
Eagerness  he  has  overlooked  much ;  and,  besides,  he  believes  that 
by  his  replies  to  particular  passages  he  has  already  sufficiently 
dealt  with  many  others  of  a  similar  kind ;  indeed,  avowedly,  he 
will  not  willingly  repeat  himself.  A  certain  conclusion,  therefore, 
can  only  be  deduced  from  the  silence  of  Tertullian  when  special 
circumstances  enter."'  Volkmar,  however,  deduces  with  certainty 
from  the  statements  of  Tertullian  that,  whilst  he  wrote,  he  had 
not  before  him  the  Gospel  of  Luke,  but  intentionally  laid  it  aside, 
and  merely  referred  to  the  Marcionitish  text,  and  further  that,  like 
all  the  Fathers  of  the  third  century,  he  preferred  the  Gospel 
according  to  Matthew  to  the  other  Synoptics,  and  was  well 
acquainted  with  it  alone,  so  that  in  speaking  of  the  Gospel 
generally  he  only  has  in  his  memory  the  sense,  and  the  sense 
alone,  of  Luke  except  in  so  far  as  it  agrees,  or  seems  to  agree, 
with  Matthew. 3 

With  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  Tertullian  performed  the 
work  he  had  undertaken,  Hilgenfeld  remarks :  "As  Tertullian,  in 
going  through  the  Marcionitish  Gospel,  has  only  the  object  of 
refutation  in  view,  he  very  rarely  states  explicitly  what  is  missing 
from  it ;  and  as,  on  the  one  hand,  we  can  only  venture  to  conclude 
from  the  silence  of  Tertullian  that  a  passage  is  wanting,  when  it 
is  altogether  inexplicable  that  he  should  not  have  made  use  of  it 

*  Volkmar,  Das  Evang.  MarciotCs^  p.  29. 

■"  lb,,  p.  29  f.;  cf.  Theol.Jahrb,,  1855,  p.  237.  m  .,  p.  30  f 
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for  the  purpose  of  refutation;  so,  on  the  other,  we  must  also  know 
how  Marcion  used  and  interpreted  the  Gospel,  and  should  never 
lose  sight  of  Tertullian's  refutation  and  defence."' 

Hahn  substantially  expresses  the  same  opinions.  He  says : 
"  Inasmuch  as  Tertullian  goes  through  the  Marcionitish  text  with 
the  view  of  refuting  the  heretic  out  of  that  which  he  accepts,  and 
not  of  critically  pointing  out  all  variations,  falsifications,  and 
passages  rejected,  he  frequently  quotes  the   falsified  or  altered 

Marcionitish  text  without  expressly  mentioning  the  variations.* 

Yet  he  cannot  refrain — although  this  was  not  his  object — 
occasionally,  from  noticing  amongst  other  things  any  falsifications 
and  omissions  which,  when  he  perhaps  examined  the  text  of  Luke 
or  had  a  lively  recollection  of  it,  struck  and  too  grievously 
offended  him."3 

Volkmar's  opinion  of  the  procedure  of  Epiphanius  is  still  more 
unfavourable.  Contrasting  it  with  that  of  Tertullian,  he  charac- 
terises it  as  "more  superficial,"  and  he  considers  that  its  only  merit 
is  its  presenting  an  independent  view  of  Marcion's  Gospel. 
Further  than  this,  however,  he  says  :  "  How  far  we  can  build  upon 
his  statements,  whether  as  regards  their  completeness  or  their 
trustworthiness,  is  not  yet  made  altogether  clear. "^  Volkmar  goes 
on  to  show  how  thoroughly  Epiphanius  intended  to  do  his  work, 
and  yet  that,  although  from  what  he  himself  leads  us  to  expect, 
we  might  hope  to  find  a  complete  statement  of  Marcion's  sins,  the 
Father  himself  disappoints  such  an  expectation  by  his  own 
admission  of  incompleteness.  He  complains  generally  of  his  free 
and  misleading  method  of  quotation,  such,  for  instance,  as  his 
alteration  of  the  text  without  explanation;  alteration  of  the 
same  passage  on  different  occasions  in  more  than  one  way; 
abbreviations,  and  omissions  of  parts  of  quotations ;  the  sudden 
breaking  off  of  passages  just  commenced  with  the  indefinite  koI 
TO.  k^rjs  or  Kol  TO  KotTTov,  without  any  indication  how  much  this 
may  include,  s 

Volkmar,  indeed,  explains  that  Epiphanius  is  only  thoroughly 
trustworthy  where,  and  so/ar  as,  he  wishes  to  state  in  his  Scholia 
an  omission  or  variation  in  Marcion's  text  from  his  own  canonical 
Gospel,  in  which  case  he  minutely  registers  the  smallest  point ;  but 
this  is  to  be  clearly  distinguished  from  any  charge  of  falsifica- 
tion brought  against  Marcion  in  his  Refutations ;  for  only  while 
drawing  up  his  Scholia  had  he  the  Marcionitish  Gospel  before 
him  and  compared  it  with  Luke ;  but  in  the  .case  of  the 
Refutations,  on  the  contrary,  which  he  wrote  later,   he  did  not 

*  Die  Ew,  fustifCs^  p.  397. 

»  Das  Ev.  Marcion* s^  p.  96.  3  lb. ,  p.  98. 

*  Volkmar,  Das  Ev.  MarciorCs,  p.  32,  cf.  p.  J.3. 

5  lb.,  p.  33  ff.  ;  cf.  Hahn,  Das  Ev.  Marcion^ s,  p.  123  ff. 
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again  compare  the  Gospel  of  Luke.  "  It  is,  however,  alto- 
gether different,"  continues  Volkmar,  "as  regards  the  statements 
of  Epiphanius  concerning  the  part  of  the  Gospel  of  Luke  which  is 
preserved  in  Marcion.  Whilst  he  desires  to  be  strictly  literal  in 
the  account  of  the  variations^  and  also  mth  two  exceptions  is  so, 
he  so  generally  adheres  only  to  the  purport  of  the  passages  retained 
by  Marcion  that  altogether  literal  quotations  are  quite  exceptional ; 
throughout^  however,  where  passages  of  greater  extent  are  referred 
to,  these  are  not  merely  abbreviated,  but  also  are  quoted  very 
freely^  and  nowhere  can  we  reckon  that  the  passage  in 
Marcion  ran  verbally  as  Epiphanius  quotes  it."'  And  to  this  we 
may  add  a  remark  made  further  on  :  "  We  cannot  in  general  rely 
upon  the  accuracy  of  his  statements  in  regard  to  that  which 
Marcion  had  in  common  with  Luke.""  On  the  other  hand, 
Volkmar  had  previously  said  :  "  Absolute  completeness  in  r^ard 
to  that  which  Marcion's  Gospel  did  not  contain  is  not  to  be 
reckoned  upon  in  his  Scholia,  He  has  certainly  not  intended  to  pass 
over  anything,  but  in  the  eagerness  which  so  easily  renders  men 
superficial  and  blind  much  has  escaped  him."3 

Hahn  bears  similar  testimony  to  the  incompleteness  of 
Epiphanius.  "  It  was  not  his  purpose,"  he  says,  "  fully  to  notice 
all  falsifications,  variations,  and  omissions,  although  he  does  mark 
most  of  them,  but  merely  to  extract  from  the  Gospel  of  Marcion, 
as  well  as  from  his  collection  of  Epistles,  what  seemed  to  him  well 
suited  for  refutation."^  But  he  immediately  adds:  "When  he 
quotes  the  passage  from  Marcion*s  text,  however,  in  which  such 
falsifications  occur,  he  generally — but  not  always — notes  them 
more  or  less  precisely,  and  he  had  himself  laid  it  down  as  a 
subsidiary  object  of  his  work  to  pay  attention  to  such  falsifica- 
tions."5  A  little  further  on  he  says :  "  In  the  quotations  of  the 
remaining  passages  which  Epiphanius  did  not  find  different  from 
the  Gospel  of  Luke,  and  where  he,  therefore,  says  nothing  of 
falsification  or  omission,  he  is  often  very  free,  neither  adhering 
strictly  to  the  particular  words,  nor  to  their  arrangement ;  but  his 
favourite  practice  is  to  give  their  substance  and  sense  for  the  pur- 
pose of  refuting  his  opponent.  He  presupposes  the  words  as 
known  from  the  Gospel  of  Luke."^ 

It  must  be  stated,  however,  that  both  Volkmar7  and  Hilgenfeld^ 
consider  that  the  representations  of  Tertullian  and  Epiphanius  sup- 
plement each  other,  and  enable  the  contents  of  Marcion's  Gospel  to 
be  ascertained  with  tolerable  certainty.     Yet  a  few  pages  earlier 

*  Volkmar,  Das  Ev.  Marciotis^  p.  43  f.  ;  cf.  p.  34.  '  /<^,p.  45. 

3  //^.,p.  33.  *  }\2^viyDas Ev.  Marcion' Sf^.  121. 

5  /A.,  p.  122.  ^  lb,,  p.  123  f. 

7  Volkmar,  Das  Ev.  M. ,  p.  45  ff.  **  Die  Ev.  Justin' s^  p.  397  f. 
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Volkmar  had  pointed  out  that "  The  ground  for  a  certain  fixture  of 
the  text  of  the  Marcionitish  Gospel  seems  completely  taken 
away  by  the  fact  that  Tertullian  and  Epiphanius,  in  their  state- 
ments regarding  its  state,  not  merely  repeatedly  seem  to,  but  in 
part  actually  do,  directly  contradict  each  other."'  Hahn  endeavours 
to  explain  some  of  these  contradictions  by  imagining  that  later 
Marcionites  had  altered  the  text  of  their  Gospel,  and  that 
Epiphanius  had  the  one  form  and  Tertullian  another ;'  but  such  a 
doubt  only  renders  the  whole  of  the  statements  regarding  the 
work  more  uncertain  and  insecure.  That  it  is  not  without  some 
reason,  however,  appears  from  the  charge  which  Tertullian  brings 
against  the  disciples  of  Marcion  :  "  For  they  daily  alter  it  (their 
Gospel)  as  they  are  daily  refuted  by  us.  "3  In  fact,  we  have  no 
assurance  whatever  that  the  work  upon  which  Tertullian  and 
Epiphanius  base  their  charge  against  Marcion  of  falsification  and 
mutilation  of  Luke  was  Marcion's  original  Gospel,  and  we 
certainly  have  no  historical  evidence  on  the  point. 

The  question  even  arises  whether  Tertullian  and  Epiphanius 
had  Marcion's  Gosf)el  in  any  shape  before  them  when  they 
wrote,  or  merely  his  work  the  Antitheses,  In  commencing 
his  onslaught  on  Marcion's  Gospel,  Tertullian  says :  "  Marcion 
seems  {videtur)  to  have  selected  Luke  to  mutilate  it."^  This  is  the 
first  serious  introduction  of  his  "  mutilation  hypothesis,"  which  he 
thenceforward  presses  with  so  much  assurance;  but  the  expression 
is  very  uncertain  for  so  decided  a  controversialist,  if  he  had  been 
able  to  speak  more  positively.  We  have  seen  that  it  is  admitted 
that  Epiphanius  wrote  without  again  comparing  the  Gospel  of 
Marcion  with  Luke,  and  it  is  also  conceded  that  Tertullian,  at 
least,  had  not  the  canonical  Gospel,  but  in  professing  to  quote 
Luke  evidently  does  so  from  memory,  and  approximates  his  text 
to  Matthew,  with  which  Gospel,  like  most  of  the  Fathers,  he  was 
better  acquainted.  This  may  be  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  both 
Tertullian  and  Epiphanius  reproach  Marcion  with  erasmg  passages 
from  the  Gospel  of  Luke  which  never  were  in  Luke  at  all.  In 
one  place  Tertullian  says  :  "  Marcion,  you  must  also  remove  this 
from  the  Gospel :  *  I  am  not  sent  but  unto  the  lost  sheep  of  the 
house  (rf  Israel,'5  and  *  It  is  not  meet  to  take  the  children's  bread 
and  give  it  to  dogs,'^  in  order,  be  it  known,  that  Christ  may  not 

*  Volkmar,  Das  Ev,  Marcion' s^  p.  22  f.,  p.  46  ff.;  TheoL  Jahrb.y  1854, 
p.  106. 

*  Hahn,  Das  Ev.  Marcion" Sy  p.  130  f.,  p.  169,  p.  224  ff.;  cf.  Neudecker, 
Einl.  N.  T.y  p.  82. 

3  Nam  et  quctidie  reformant  illud,  prout  a  nobis  quotidie  rtvincuntur.  Adv. 
Marc.y  iv.  5  ;  cf.  Dial,  de  recta  in  deumfide^  §  5  ;  Orig.,  Opp.^  i.,  p.  867. 

*  Nam  ex  iis  commentcUoribuSy  quos  habemus,  Lucam  videtur  Marcion 
elegisscy  quern  caderet  {Adv.  Marc,  iv.  2). 

5  Matt.  XV.  24.  *  Ib.y  XV.  26. 
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seem  to  be  an  Israelite.'  The  "Great  African"  thus  taunts  his 
opponent,  evidently  under  the  impression  that  the  two  passages 
were  in  Luke,  immediately  after  he  had  accused  Marcion  of  having 
actually  expunged  from  that  Gospel,  "  as  an  interpolation,"^  the 
saying  that  Christ  had  not  come  to  destroy  the  law  and  the 
prophets,  but  to  fulfil  them,3  which  likewise  never  formed  part  of 
it  He  repeats  a  similar  charge  on  several  other  occasions.^ 
Epiphanius  commits  the  same  mistake  of  reproaching  Marcion 
with  omitting  from  Luke  what  is  only  found  in  Matthew,  s  We 
have,  in  fact,  no  certain  guarantee  of  the  accuracy  or  trustworthiness 
of  their  statements. 

We  have  said  enough,  we  trust,  to  show  that  the  sources  for 
the  reconstruction  of  a  text  of  Marcion's  Gospel  are  most  unsatis- 
factory, and  no  one  who  attentively  studies  the  analysis  of  Hahn, 
Ritschl,  Volkmar,  Hilgenfeld,  and  others,  who  have  examined 
and  systematised  the  data  of  the  Fathers,  can  fail  to  be  struck  by 
the  uncertainty  which  prevails  throughout,  the  almost  continuous 
vagueness  and  consequent  opening,  nay,  necessity,  for  conjecture, 
and  the  absence  of  really  sure  indications.  The  Fathers  had  no 
intention  of  showing  what  Marcion's  text  actually  was,  and,  their 
object  being  solely  dogmatic  and  not  critical,  their  statements  are 
very  insufficient  for  the  purpose.  The  materials  have  had  to  be 
ingeniously  collected  and  sifted  from  polemical  writings  whose 
authors,  so  far  from  professing  to  furnish  them,  were  only  bent 
upon  seeking  in  Marcion's  Gospel  such  points  as  could  legiti- 
mately, or  by  sophistical  skill,  be  used  against  him.  Passing 
observations,  general  remarks,  as  well,  as  direct  statements,  have 
too  often  been  the  only  indications  guiding  the  patient  explorers, 
and  in  the  absence  of  certain  information  the  silence  of  the  angry 
Fathers  has  been  made  the  basis  for  important  conclusions.  It 
is  evident  that  not  only  is  such  a  procedure  necessarily  imcertain 
and  insecure,  but  that  it  rests  upon  assumptions  with  regard  to 
the  intelligence,  care,  and  accuracy  of  Tertullian  and  Epiphanius, 
which  are  not  sufficiently  justified  by  that  part  of  their  treatment 
of  Marcion's  text  which  we  can  examine  and  appreciate.  And 
when  all  these  doubtful  landmarks  have  failed,  too  many  passages 
have  been  left  to  the  mere  judgment  of  critics,  as  to  whether  they 
were  too  opposed  to  Marcion's  system  to  have  been  retained  by  him, 
or  too  favourable  to  have  been  omitted.  The  reconstructed  texts, 
as  might  be  expected,  differ  from  each  other,  and  one  Editor  finds 

'  Marcion^  aufer  etiam  illud  de  evangelio  :  non  sum  missus,  nisi  ad  eves 
ptrditas  domus  Israel ;  et:  turn  est  auferre  panemfiliis  et  dare  eum  canibus,  ne 
scilicei  Chrisius  Israelis  videreiur  (Adv.  Marc,,  iv.  7). 

'  Hoc  enim  Marcion  ut  additum  erasit  (Adv.  Marc,  iv.  7). 

3  Matt  V.  17.  ♦  Adv.  Marc,  iv.  9,  12 ;  ii.  17,  iv.  17,  36. 

s  Har,,  xlii.,  p.  32a  f.,  Ref.  I ;  cf.  Luke  v.  14;  Matt  viii.  4. 
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the  results  of  his  predecessors  incomplete  or  unsatisfactory, 
although  naturally,  at  each  successive  attempt,  the  materials 
previously  collected  and  adopted  have  contributed  to  an  apparently 
more  complete  result.  After  complaining  of  the  incompleteness 
and  uncertainty  of  the  statements  of  Tertullian  and  Epiphanius, 
Ritschl  affirms  that  they  furnish  so  little  solid  material  on  which 
to  base  a  hypothesis  that  rather  by  means  of  a  hypothesis  must 
we  determine  the  remains  of  the  Gospel  from  Tertullian.' 
Hilgenfeld  quotes  this  with  approval,  and  adds  that  at  least 
RitschFs  opinion  is  so  far  right  that  all  the  facts  of  the  case  can 
no  longer  be  settled  from  external  data,  and  that  the  general  view 
regarding  the  Grospel  only  can  decide  many  points.^  This  means, 
of  course,  that  hypothesis  is  to  supply  that  which  is  wanting  in 
the  Fathers.  Volkmar,  in  the  introduction  to  his  last  compre- 
hensive work  on  Marcion's  Gospel,  says :  "And,  in  fact,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  critics  have  for  so  long,  and  substantially  to  so  little 
effect,  fought  over  the  protean  question,  for  there  has  been  so 
much  uncertainty  as  to  the  very  basis  (Fundament)  itself — 
the  precise  text  of  the  remarkable  document — that  Baur  has 
found  fiill  ground  for  rejecting,  as  imfounded,  the  supposition  on 
which  that  finally-attained  decision  (his  previous  one)  rested."^ 
Critics  of  all  shades  of  opinion  are  forced  to  admit  the  incom- 
pleteness of  the  materials  for  any  certain  reconstruction  of 
Marcion's  text,  and  consequently  for  an  absolute  settlement  of 
the  question  from  internal  evidence,  although  the  labours 
of  Volkmar  and  Hilgenfeld  have  materially  increased  our  know- 
ledge of  the  contents  of  his  Gospel. 

In  the  earlier  editions  of  thus  work,^  we  contended  that  the 
theory  that  Marcion's  Gospel  was  a  mutilated  form  of  our  third 
Synoptic  had  not  been  established,  and  that  more  probably  it  was 
an  earlier  work,  from  which  our  Gospel  might  have  been  elaborated. 
Since  the  sixth  edition  of  this  work  was  completed,  however,  a 
very  able  examination  of  Marcion's  Gospel  has  been  made  by 
Dr.  Sanday,5  which  has  convinced  us  that  our  earlier  hypothesis  is 
imtenable ;  that  the  portions  of  our  third  Synoptic  excluded  from 
Marcion's  Gospel  were  really  written  by  the  same  pen  which  com- 
posed the  mass  of  the  work,  and,  consequently,  that  our  third  Synoptic 
existed  in  his  time,  and  was  substantially  in  the  hands  of  Marcion. 
This  conviction  is  mainly  the  result  of  the  linguistic  analysis, 

'  Ritschl,  Das  Ew.  Marcion^s,  p.  55. 

'  Hilgenfeld,  Die  Ew,  Justin^ Sy  p.  445. 

5  Volkmar,  Das  Ev.  Marcion' s,  1852,  p.  19  f. 

^  For  the  arguments,  omitted  here,  see  the  complete  edition,  1879,  vol.  ii., 
pp.  108-138. 

5  Fortnighily  Review^  1875,  P«  ^55  f*  J  ^^  Gospels  in  Second  Century, 
1876,  p.  204  if. 
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sufficiently  indicated  by  Dr.  Sanday  and,  since,  exhaustively 
carried  out  for  ourselves.  We  still  consider  the  argument  based 
upon  the  dogmatic  views  of  Marcion,  which  has  hitherto  been 
almost  exclusively  relied  on,  quite  inconclusive  by  itself;  but  the 
linguistic  test,  applied  practically  for  the  first  time  in  this  con- 
troversy by  Dr.  Sanday,  must,  we  think,  prove  irresistible  to  all 
who  are  familiar  with  the  comparatively  limited  vocabulary  of 
New  Testament  writers.  Throughout  the  omitted  sections 
f)eculiarities  of  language  and  expression  abound  which  clearly 
distinguish  the  general  composer  of  the  third  Gospel,  and  it  is, 
consequently,  not  possible  reasonably  to  maintain  that  these 
sections  are  additions  subsequently  made  by  a  different  hand, 
which  seems  to  be  the  only  legitimate  course  open  to  those 
who  would  deny  that  Marcion's  Gospel  originally  contained  them. 
Here,  then,  we  find  evidence  of  the  existence  of  our  third 
Synoptic  about  the  year  140,  and  it  may  of  course  be  inferred  that 
it  must  have  been  composed  at  least  some  time  before  that  date.' 
It  is  important,  however,  to  estimate  aright  the  facts  actually 
before  us  and  the  deductions  which  may  be  drawn  from  them. 
The  testimony  of  Marcion  does  not  throw  any  light  upon  the 
authorship  or  origin  of  the  Gospel  of  which  he  made  use.  Its 
superscription  was  simply  "  The  Gospel,"  or  "  The  Gospel  of 
the  I-»ord"  (to  cvayycXtov,  or  tvayy k\iov  rov  KvpLov)^^  and  no 
author's  name  was  attached  to  it.  The  Heresiarch  did  not  pretend 
to  have  written  it  himself,  nor  did  he  ascribe  it  to  any  other  person. 
TertuUian,  in  fact,  reproaches  him  with  its  anonymity.  "And  here 
already  I  might  make  a  stand,"  he  says  at  the  very  opening  of  his 
attack  on  Marcion's  Gospel,  "  contending  that  a  work  should  not 

be  recognised  which  does  not  hold  its  front  erect which  does 

not  give  a  pledge  of  its  trustworthiness  by  the  fulness  of  its  title, 
and  the  due  declaration  of  its  author. "3  Not  only  did  Marcion 
himself  not  in  any  way  connect  the  name  of  Luke  with  his  Gospel, 
but  his  followers  repudiated  the  idea  that  Luke  was  its  author.^ 


*  With  regard  to  this,  the  considerations,  advanced  in  connection  with  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,  as  to  the  author's  use  of  the  works  of  Josephus  should  be 
referred  to. 

"  Marcion  Evangelio  suo  nullum  adscribit  atutorem  (Tertallian,  Ado.  Marc, , 
iv.  2  ;  Dial,  de  r/tcta  /ide,  §  i ). 

3  Et  possem  hie  jam  gradum  figere^  non  agnoscendum  contendens  opus, 
quod  non  erigat  frontem^  quod  nullam  conslatitiam  pneferat^  nullam  Jidem 
repromittat  de  plenitudine  tituli  et  professione  debita  auctoris  (Tertullian,  Adv, 
Marc.f  iv.  2). 

*  Dial,  de  rectafide,  §  I.  Cf.  Bertholdt,  Einl.,  iii.,  p.  1295,  1218  ff.  ;  Eich- 
hom,  Einl.  N.  7;,  i.,  p.  79  f.  ;  Gieseler,  Entst.  schr.  Ew.^  p.  25  ;  Holtsmann, 
in  Bunsen's  Bihelwerk,  viii.,  p.  563.  The  later  Marcionites  affirmed  their 
Gospel  to  have  been  written  by  Christ  himself,  and  the  particulars  of  the 
Crucifixion,  etc.,  to  have  been  added  by  Paul. 
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In  admitting  the  substantial  identity  of  Marcion's  Gospel  and 
our  third  Synoptic,  therefore,,  no  advance  is  made  towards 
establishing  the  authorship  of  Luke.  The  Gospel  remains 
anonymous  still.  On  the  other  hand,  we  ascertain  the  important 
fact  that,  so  far  from  its  having  any  authoritative  or  infallible 
character  at  that  time,  Marcion  regarded  our  Synoptic  as  a  work 
perverted  by  Jewish  influences,  and  requiring  to  be  freely  expurgated 
in  the  interests  of  truth.  Amended  by  very  considerable  omissions 
and  alterations,  Marcion  certainly  held  it  in  high  respect  as  a 
record  of  the  teaching  of  Jesus,  but  beyond  this  circumstance,  and 
the  mere  fact  of  its  existence  in  his  day,  we  learn  nothing  from  the 
evidence  of  Marcion.  It  can  scarcely  be  maintairy^d  that  this  does 
much  to  authenticate  the  third  Synoptic  as  a  record  of  miracles 
and  a  witness  for  the  reality  of  Divine  Revelation. 

There  is  no  evidence  whatever  that  Marcion  had  any  knowledge 
of  the  other  canonical  Gospels  in  any  form.  None  of  his  writings 
are  extant,  and  no  direct  assertion  is  made  even  by  the  Fathers 
that  he  knew  them,  although  from  their  dogmatic  point  of  view 
they  assume  that  these  Gospels  existed  from  the  very  first,  and 
therefore  insinuate  that,  as  he  only  recognised  one  Gospel,  he 
rejected  the  rest.'  When  Irenaeus  says :  "  He  persuaded  his 
disciples  that  he  himself  was  more  veracious  than  were  the 
Apostles  who  handed  down  the  Gospel,  though  he  delivered  to 
them  not  the  Gospel,  but  part  of  the  Gospel,*'^  it  is  quite  clear 
that  he  speaks  of  the  Gospel — the  good  tidings,  Christianity — and 
not  of  specific  written  Gospjels.  In  another  passage  which  is 
referred  to  by  Apologists,  Irenaeus  says  of  the  Marcionites  that 
they  have  asserted  "That  even  the  Apostles  proclaimed  the 
Gospel  still  under  the  influence  of  Jewish  sentiments ;  but  that 
they  themselves  are  more  sound  and  more  judicious  than  the 
Apostles.  Wherefore  also  Marcion  and  his  followers  have  had 
recourse  to  mutilating  the  Scriptures,  not  recognising  some  books 
at  all,  but  curtailing  the  Gospel  according  to  Luke  and  the 
Epistles  of  Paul ;  these,  they  say,  are  alone  authentic  which  they 
themselves  have  abbreviated. "3  These  remarks  chiefly  refer  to 
the  followers  of  Marcion,  and  as  we  have  shown,  when  treating  of 

*  Irenoeus,  Adv.  Har.^  i.  27,  §  2;  cf.  Hi.  2  ;  12,  §  12  ;  Tertullian,  Adv. 
Marc.y  iv.  3  ;  cf  De  Came  Christie  2,  3. 

■  Semetipsum  esse  veraciorem,  quam  sunt  hi^  qui  Evangelium  tradiderunt, 
apostoHj  suasit  discipulis  sitis ;  non  Evangelium^  sed  particulant  Evangelii 
tradens  eis  {Adv.  Hter.^  i.  27,  §  2). 

3  Et  apostolos  quidem  adhuc  qu<e  sunt  Judaorum  sentientes^  annuntiasse 
Evangelium;  se  autem  sinceriores,  et  prudentiores  apostolis  esse.  Unde  et 
Marcion^  et  qui  ab  eo  sunt^  ad  intercidendas  conversi  sunt  ScripturaSy  quasdam 
quidem  in  totum  non  cognoscentes,  secundum  Lucam  autem  Evangelium^  et 
Epistolas  Pauli  decurtantes,  hac  sola  legitima  esse  dicunt,  qua  ipsi  minora- 
vemnt  {Adv.  Hcer.y  iii.  12,  §  12). 
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Valentinus,  Irenaeus  is  expressly  writing  against  members  of 
heretical  sects  living  in  his  own  day,  and  not  of  the  founders  of 
those  sects.'  The  Marcionites  of  the  time  of  Irenaeus  no  doubt 
deliberately  rejected  the  Gospels,  but  it  does  not  by  any  means 
follow  that  Marcion  himself  knew  anything  of  them.  As  yet  we 
have  not  met  with  any  evidence  even  of  their  existence. 

The  evidence  of  Tertullian  is  not  a  whit  more  valuable.  In  the 
passage  usually  cited  he  says  :  "  But  Marcion,  lighting  upon  the 
Epistle  Qf  Paul  to  the  Galatians,  in  which  he  reproaches  even 
Apostles  for  not  walking  uprightly  according  to  the  truth  of  the 
Gospel,  as  well  as  accuses  certain  false  Apostles  of  perverting  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,  tries  with  all  his  might  to  destroy  the  status  of 
those  Gospels  wKich  are  put  forth  as  genuine  and  under  the  name 
of  Apostles,  or  at  least  of  contemporaries  of  the  Apostles,  in  order, 
be  it  known,  to  confer  upon  his  own  the  credit  which  he  takes 
from  them."^  Now  here  again  it  is  clear  that  Tertullian  is  simply 
applying,  by  inference,  Marcion's  views  with  regard  to  the  preach- 
ing of  the  Gospel  by  the  two  parties  in  the  Church,  represented 
by  the  Apostle  Paul  and  the  "  pillar "  Apostles  whose  leaning  to 
Jewish  doctrines  he  condemned,  to  the  written  Gospels  recognised 
in  his  day,  though  not  in  Marcion's.  "  It  is  uncertain,"  says  even 
Dr.  Westcott,  "  whether  Tertullian  in  the  passage  quoted  speaks 
from  a  knowledge  of  what  Marcion  may  have  written  on  the 
subject,  or  simply  from  his  own  point  of  sight. "3  Any  doubt  is, 
however,  removed  on  examining  the  context,  for  Tertullian  pro- 
ceeds to  argue  that  if  Paul  censured  Peter,  John,  and  James,  it  was 
for  changing  their  company  from  respect  of  persons  ;  and  similarly, 
"  if  false  apostles  crept  in,"  they  betrayed  their  character  by  insisting 
on  Jewish  observances.  "  So  that  it  was  not  on  account  of  their 
preachings  but  of  their  conversation,  that  they  were  pointed  out  by 
Paul  ";^  and  he  goes  on  to  argue  that  if  Marcion  thus  accuses 
Apostles  of  having  depraved  the  Gospel  by  their  dissimulation,  he 
accuses  Christ  in  accusing  those  whom  Christ  selected. s  It  is 
palpable,  therefore,  that  Marcion,  in  whatever  he  may  have 
written,  referred  to  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  or  Christianity, 
by  Apostles  who  retained  their  Jewish   prejudices  in  favour  of 

»  Cf.  Adv,  liar.,  i.,  Praf.,  §  2 ;  iu.  Praf.,  etc. 

'  Sed  enim  Marcion  nctctus  epistolam  PauH  ad  GalataSy  etiam  ipsos  apostolos 
suggillantis  ut  non  recto  pede  incedentes  ad  verUatem  evciftgeliiy  simul  et 
accusantis  pseudapostolos  guosdam  pervertentes  evangelium  Christie  connititur 
ad  destruendum  stcUum  eorum  evangeliorum,  qua  propria  et  su6  a^sto/orum 
nomine  eduntur^  vel  etiam  apostoiicorum,  ut  scilicet  Jidefn,  quam  iilis  adimit^ 
suo  conferat  {Adv.  Mcurc.^  iv.  '^\  ci.  de  Came  Christi,  2,  3). 

3  On  the  Canon,  p.  276,  note  i, 

^  Adeo  non  de  Pradicatiom,  sed  de  conversatione  a  Paulo  denotabafitur 
{Adv.  Marc,  iv.  3). 

5  Adv.  Marc,  iv.  3. 
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circumcision  and  legal  observances,  and  not  to  written  Gospels. 
Tertullian  merely  assumes,  ^ith  his  usual  audacity,  that  the 
Church  had  the  four  Gospels  from  the  very  first,  and  therefore 
that  Marcion,  who  had  only  one  Gospel,  knew  the  others  and 
deliberately  rejected  them. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

TATIAN — DIONYSIUS   OF   CORINTH 

From  Marcion  we  now  turn  to  Tatian,  another  so-called  heretic 
leader.  Tatian,  an  Assyrian  by  birth,*  embraced  Christianity  and 
became  a  disciple  of  Justin  Martyr"  in  Rome,  sharing  with  him, 
as  it  seems,  the  persecution  excited  by  Crescens  the  Cynic3  to 
which  Justin  fell  a  victim.  After  the  death  of  Justin,  Tatian, 
who  till  then  had  continued  thoroughly  orthodox,  left  Rome  and 
joined  the  sect  of  the  Encratites,  of  which,  however,  he  was  not 
the  founder,  and  became  the  leading  exponent  of  their  austere 
and  ascetic  doctrines.^ 

The  only  one  of  his  writings  which  is  still  extant  is  his  Oration 
to  the  Greeks  (Xoyos  irp^^  YiXk^vo.^),  This  work  was  written 
after  the  death  of  Justin,  for  in  it  he  refers  to  that  event,5  and  it 
is  generally  dated  between  a.d.  170-175.  Tischendorf  does  not 
assert  that  there  is  any  quotation  in  this  address  taken  from  the 
synoptic  Gospels  f  and  Dr.  Westcott  only  aflfirms  that  it  contains 
a  "  clear  reference  "  to  "  a  parable  recorded  by  St.  Matthew,"  and 
he  excuses  the  slightness  of  this  evidence  by  adding  :  "  The 
absence  of  more  explicit  testimony  to  the  books  of  the  New 
Testament  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  style  of  his  writing,  and 
not  by  his  unworthy  estimate  of  their  importance,  "7  a  remark  which 
is  not  very  pertinent,  as  we  know  nothing  whatever  with  regard  to 
Tatian's  estimate  of  any  such  books. 

The  supposed  "  clear  reference  "  is  as  follows  :  "  For  by  means 
of  a  certain  hidden  treasure  {d7roKpv<f>ov  67]<ravpov)  he  made 
himself  lord  of  all  that  we  possess,  in  digging  for  which  though 
we  were  covered  with  dust,  yet  we  give  it  the  occasion  of  falling 
into  our  hands  and  abiding  with  us."^  This  is  claimed  as  a 
reference  to  Matt.  xiii.  44  :  **  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto 
treasure  hidden  {drja-avp^  KeKpypfievi^)  in  the  field,  which  a  man 
found  and  hid,  and  for  his  joy  he  goeth  and  selleth  all  that  he 
hath  and  buyeth  that  field."  So  faint  a  similarity  could  not 
prove  anything,  but  it  is  evident  that  there  are  decided  differences 
here,  and  the  passage  does  not  warrant  the  deduction  that  he 

*  Oratio  ad  Graces ,  ed  Otto,  §  42.  =  lb,,  §  18.  3  //J.,  §  19. 

4  Eusebius,  H,  E.,  iv.  29;  Irenaeus,  Adv,  Har.,  i.  28  ;  Epiphanius,  Har.^ 
xlvi.  I  ;  Hieron.,  De  Vir.  ///ustr,,  29;  Theodoret,  //i^r.  Fao.,  i.  20. 

5  Orat.  ad  Gr.,%  ig,  *  Cf.  JVann  wurden,  u.  j.  w,,  p.  16  f. 
1  On  the  Canon,  p.  278.  »  Orat,  ad  Or.,  §  30. 
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must  have  derived  it  from  our  Matthew,  and  not  from  any  other 
of  the  numerous  Gospels  which  we  know  to  have  early  been  in 
circulation.  Ewald  ascribes  the  parable  in  Matthew  originally  to 
the  Spruchsammlung  or  collection  of  Discourses,  the  second  of 
the  four  works  out  of  which  he  considers  our  first  Synoptic  to 
have  been  compiled.' 

Although  neither  Tischendorf  nor  Dr.  Westcott  thinks  it  worth 
while  to  refer  to  it,  some  writers  claim  another  passage  in  the 
Orarion  as  a  reference  to  our  third  Synoptic.  "  Laugh  ye :  never- 
theless you  shall  weep."*  This  is  compared  with  Luke  vi.  25  : 
"  Woe  unto  you  that  laugh  now  :  for  ye  shall  mourn  and  weep.  "3 
Here,  again,  it  is  not  possible  to  trace  a  reference  in  the  words  of 
Tatian  specially  to  our  third  Gospel.  If  there  be  one  part  of  the 
Gospel  which  was  more  known  than  another  in  the  first  ages  of 
Christianity,  it  was  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  many  evangelical  works  now  lost  contained  versions 
of  it.  Ewald  likewise  assigns  this  passage  of  Luke  originally  to 
the  Spruchsammlung,^  and  no  one  can  doubt  that  the  saying  was 
recorded  long  before  the  writer  of  the  third  Gospel  undertook  to 
compile  evangelical  history  as  so  many  had  done  before  him. 

Further  on,  however,  Dr.  Westcott  says :  "It  can  be  gathered 

from  Clement  of  Alexandria that  he  (Tatian)  endeavoured  to 

derive  authority  for  his  peculiar  opinions  from  the  Epistles  to  the 
Corinthians  and  Galatians,  and  probably  from  the  Epistle  to  the 
Ephesians,  and  the  Gospel  of  St.  Matthew. "5  The  sJlusion  here 
is  to  a  passage  in  the  Stromata  of  Clement,  in  which  reference  is 
supposed  by  Dr.  Westcott  to  be  made  to  Tatian.  No  writer, 
however,  is  named,  and  Clement  merely  introduces  his  remark  by 
the  words,  "  a  certain  person  "  (ns),  and  then  proceeds  to  give 
his  application  of  the  injunction,  "not  to  treasure  upon  earth 
where  moth  and  rust  corrupt "  (ctti  y^s  /t^  Orja-avpt^^iv  qjtov  (t^s 
#ca4  ppwris  d<l>avl^€L).^  The  parallel  passage  in  Matthew  vi.  19 
reads :  "  I^y  not  up  for  yourselves  treasures  upon  earth,  where 
moth  and  rust  doth  corrupt,"  etc.  (/x^  Oija-avpi^^re  v/uv  &t]a-avpovs 
hrl  rrjs  yrjs,  k.t.X.).  Dr.  Westcott,  it  is  true,  merely  suggests  that 
"  probably  "  or  "  perhaps  "  this  may  be  ascribed  to  Tatian,  but  it 
is  almost  certain  that  it  was  not  attributed  to  him  by  Clement. 
Tatian  is  several  times  referred  to  in  the  course  of  the   same 

*  Z>i^  drei  ersten  Ew,,  1.  c 

'  FeXaTc  Zk  vfieis,  ws  Kal  K\a6(rovT€i.     Orat,  ad.  Gr.^  §  32. 

3  oiJai  hyXv  ol  ^cXwftcj  wvv  6ti,  Tcvd-fiffen  Kal  /cXaiVerc.     Luke  vi.  25. 

*  Die  drei  ersten  Ew, ,  1.  c. 

5  On  the  Canon^  p.  279.  [In  the  4th  edition  Dr.  Westcott  has  altered  the 
**  probably"  of  the  above  sentence  to  **  perhaps,"  and  in  a  note  has  addded  : 
"  These  two  last  references  are  from  an  anonymous  citation  {ra)  which  has 
been  commonly  assigned  to  Tatian."     Page  318,  n.  I.] 

^  Stroni.^m,  12,  §  86. 
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chapter,  and  his  words  are  continued  by  the  use  of  (fnfa-i  or  ypd<l>€iy 
and  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  improbable  that  Clement  should 
introduce  another  quotation  from  him  in  such  immediate  context 
by  the  vague  and  distant  reference,  "  a  certain  person  "  (rts).  On 
the  other  hand,  reference  is  made  in  the  chapter  to  other  writers 
and  sects,  to  one  of  whom  with  much  greater  propriety  this 
expression  applies.  No  weight,  therefore,  could  be  attached  to 
any  such  passage  in  connection  with  Tatian.  Moreover,  the 
quotation  not  only  does  not  agree  with  our  Synoptic,  but  may 
more  probably  have  been  derived  from  the  Gospel  according  to 
the  Hebrews.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Justin  Martyr  quotes 
the  same  passage,  with  the  same  omission  of  "  Onja-avpovs"  from  a 
Gospel  different  from  our  Synoptics.' 

Tatian,  however,  is  claimed  as  a  witness  for  the  existence  of  our 
Gospels,  principally  on  the  ground  that  he  is  said  to  have  com- 
piled a  Gospel  which  was  generally  called  Diatessaron  (S^a  Tcfnra/acov) 
or  "  by  four,"  and  it  is  assumed  that  this  was  a  harmony  of  our 
four  Gospels. 

Our  information  regarding  this  Gospel  in  the  writings  of 
the  Fathers  is,  as  we  shall  see,  of  the  scantiest  and  most 
unsatisfactory  description,  and  critics  have  arrived  at  very 
various  conclusions  with  regard  to  its  composition.  Some  of 
course  affirm,  with  more  or  less  of  hesitation,  that  it  was  nothing 
else  than  a  harmony  of  our  four  canonical  Gospels ;  many  of 
these,  however,  are  constrained  to  admit  that  it  was  also  partly 
based  upon  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews.  Others 
maintain  that  it  was  a  harmony  of  our  three  Synoptics  together 
with  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews;  whilst  many  deny 
that  it  was  composed  of  our  Gospels  at  all,  and  either  declare  it 
to  have  been  a  harmony  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews 
with  three  other  Gospels  whose  identity  cannot  be  determined, 
or  that  it  was  simply  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews  itself, 
by  which  name,  as  Epiphanius  states,  it  was  called  by  some  in 
his  day.' 

Before  proceeding  to  discuss  this  work  we  must  consider 
the  date  which  must  be  assigned  to  Tatian's  literary  career. 
According  to  Eusebius,  Justin  suffered  martyrdom  a.d.  165,3 
and  the  generally-received  theory  is  that  his  death  may  be 
set  about  a.d.  163-165.  Tatian's  literary  activity  seems  to  have 
begun  after  his  master's  death,  **and  after  this  we  have  to  allow  for 
his  own  career,  first  as  an  orthodox  Christian  and  then  as  a 
heretic."^     It  is  argued  by  some  that  Tatian  was  no  longer  living 


»  Justin,  ApoL,  i.  15  ;  see  p.  222  f.,  p.  232  f. 

'  Epiphanius,  Hizr,^  xlvL  i.  3  ^.  jE.,  iv.  16 ;  Chron.  Pasch. 

*  Ligntfoot,  Essays  on  Supernatural  Religion^  p.  274. 
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when  Irenaeus  wrote  of  him  in  the  first  book  of  his  great  work, 
which,  it  is  said,  must  be  dated  between  a.d.  178-190;  but  this 
is  far  from  certain,  and  the  expressions  used  by  no  means  neces- 
sarily convey  such  an  inference.  Nor  does  the  mention  of  the 
"  Assyrian  "  by  the  Alexandrian  Clement  as  one  of  his  teachers,' 
in  the  first  book  of  the  Stromata^  written  not  earlier  than 
A.D.  195,  throw  much  light  upon  the  date,  nor,  indeed,  the  fact  of 
Rhodon  having  been  one  of  his  disciples.  The  Address  to  the 
Greeks^  the  only  one  of  Tatian's  works  which  has  been  preserved, 
was  written,  as  has  already  been  said,  after  the  death  of  Justin, 
and  is  generally  dated  about  a.d.  170-175.  This  work  was 
certainly  written  before  he  had  adopted  the  heretical  views  which 
led  to  his  separation  from  the  Church,  so  that,  at  least,  the  date 
assigned  to  this  composition  is  some  slight  indication  of  the  phases 
of  his  career.  If,  therefore,  we  assume  even  a.d.  i  70  as  the  date 
of  the  Address^  the  Diatessaron^  which  was  condemned  and 
destroyed  as  heretical,  must,  at  least,  be  assigned  to  a  still  later 
period.  Dr.  Lightfoot,  who,  without  arguing  the  point,  thought 
the  date  a.d.  170-175  "probably  some  years  too  late"  for  the 
^^r«x,*  assigns  the  Diatessaron  to  a.d.  170  ;3  but,  unless  good 
reasons  can  be  given  for  dating  the  Address  earlier  than  a.d.  170- 
175 — and  these  have  not  been  forthcoming — it  is  probable  that 
the  Diatessaron  must  have  been  compiled  at  a  later  date.  The 
Address  is  completely  orthodox,  and  no  one  who  has  attacked 
Tatian's  later  views  has,  apparently,  been  able  to  discover  even  a 
heretical  tendency  in  its  vigorous  arguments.  Some  years  must, 
therefore,  reasonably  be  allowed  to  elapse  before  Tatian's  opinions 
changed  and  led  him  to  arrange  a  Harmony  of  Gospels  in  accor- 
dance with  them.  Probably  the  date  assigned  to  it  should  not  be 
earlier  than  a.d.  175-180,^  and  the  later  part  of  this  term  may  be 
considered  the  more  reasonable.  We  have  no  information  what- 
ever as  to  the  date  of  Tatian's  death. 

If  we  examine  contemporary  writings,  or  such  extracts  as  have 
come  down  to  us,  for  information  regarding  the  works  of  Tatian, 
we  meet  with  references  to  several  of  his  compositions.  His 
pupil — Rhodon — as  quoted  by  Eusebiiis,  promises  to  write  a 
work  in  answer  to  one  by  Tatian,  in  which  he  professes  to  explain 
certain  obscurities  in  the  sacred  writings.  5  Irenaeus  denounces 
some  of  his  heretical  views  in  no  measured  terms.^  His  disciple 
— ^Clement  of  Alexandria— refers  to  his  treatise  On  Perfection 
according  to  the  Saviour^^  and    likewise    attacks    his    peculiar 


»  Strom,,  i.  I,  II.        «  Essays,  275.        3  T/u  Fourth  Gospel,  1892,  p.  132. 

♦  Zabn  dates  it  soon  after  a.d.  172  {Forschungen,  p.  290  f.). 

5  /T.  ^.,  V.  13.       ^  Adv,  Har.y  i.  28, 1  ;  iii.  23,  8.     ^  Stroni.,  iii.  12,  80  f. 
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opinions,  but  makes  at  the  same  time  copious  use  of  his  Address 
to  the  Greeks,  The  author  of  the  work  against  the  heresy  of 
Artemon,  quoted  by  Eusebius,  cites  Tatian  as  an  apologist  along 
with  men  like  Justin  and  Clement,  and  as  maintaining  the  divinity 
of  Christ.'  Tertullian,*  Hippolytus,3  and  Origen^  refer  to  him, 
and  combat  his  opinions.  None  of  these  writers,  however,  make 
any  mention  of  a  Harmony  of  Gospels  in  connection  with  Tatian, 
nor  does  any  writer  prior  to  Eusebius. 

The  first  time,  then,  that  we  hear  anything  of  a  Harmony 
of  Gospels  ascribed  to  Tatian,  or  meet  with  any  trace  of 
such  a  work,  is  in  the  mention  of  it  by  Eusebius,  writing  some 
century  and  a  half  after  the  Harmony  is  supposed  to  have  been 
composed.  Eusebius  says  in  the  well-known  passage :  "  Tatian, 
however,  their  former  chief,  having  put  together  a  certain  amalga- 
mation and  collection,  I  know  not  how,  of  the  Gospels,  named 
this  the  Diatessaron^  which  even  now  is  current  with  some."^ 
Beyond  the  mere  statement  that  Tatian  made  some  kind  of 
Harmony  of  Gospels,  which  was  called  Diatessaron^  nothing 
could  be  less  explicit  than  this  passage.  It  seems  to  be  based 
upon  mere  hearsay,  and  the  expression  "  I  know  not  how  "  (ovk 
oW  ajra>s)  does  not  indicate  any  personal  acquaintance  with 
the  composition  to  which  Eusebius  refers.  Dr.  Lightfoot 
argues,  on  the  contrary,  that,  "  so  far  from  implying  that  Eusebius 
had  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  work,  it  "  (the  expression)  "  is 
constantly  used  by  writers  in  speaking  of  books  where  they  are 
perfectly  acquainted  with  the  contents,  but  do  not  understand  the 
principles  or  do  not  approve  the  method.  In  idiomatic  English 
it  signifies  *  I  cannot  think  what  he  was  about,'  and  is  equivalent 
to  'unaccountably,'  *  absurdly,'  so  that,  if  anything,  it  implies 
knowledge  rather  than  ignorance  of  the  contents."^  Dr.  Lightfoot 
gives  references  to  a  number  of  examples  of  its  use  in  the  treatise 
of  Origen  against  Celsus,  but  when  examined  they  do  not  in  the 
least  prove  his  point.  It  is  certain  that  ovk  oW  oiro>$  is  fre- 
quently used  to  express  partial,  as  well  as  complete,  ignorance — 
ignorance  of  something  in  a  book,  as  well  as  absence  of  acquain- 
tance with  a  book  itself;  but  it  always  indicates  ignorance, 
real  or  assumed.  If  we  look  at  the  passage  in  Eusebius  itself, 
there  is  nothing  to  indicate  that  the  words  are  intended  to 
express  anything  but  imperfect  knowledge,  or  that  Eusebius 
wished  to  indicate  disapproval  of  such  a  work.     In  his  Epistle  to 

^  H.  E,y  V.  28.  «  Dejejun.,  15. 

3  Philosoph.  viii.  4,  16  ;  x.  18.  *  C.  Cels.,  i.  16,  etc. 

5  'O  fUPTOi  y€  Tp&r€pos  airrCiv  dpxvy^^  ^  Tartar^?  (ri/rd^eidr  riya  Kalffvwaytay^p, 
oi^K  old'  Stios,  rCw  e^Hiyy^^^^"  awdels^  t6  Ikh,  TCffffdponf  toOto  irpo(nar6fJM(re¥,  6  Kcd 
irapd  riffi¥  elffiri  wvp  <f»4per<u.     H,  £.,  iv.  29. 

*  Essays,  p.  278. 
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CarpianuSj  Eusebius  writes  of  a  similar  Harmony  of  Gospels  by 
Ammonius  not  only  without  censure,  but  with  approval.  If  his 
purpose  had  been  to  condemn  the  Diatessaron,  he  would  have 
said  more  than  this.  As  it  is,  he  has  chronicled  the  existence  of 
the  work  without  a  detail  evincing  acquaintance  with  it ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  with  a  distinct  expression  of  ignorance.  The  best 
critics  on  both  sides,  amongst  whom  may.  be  mentioned  Credner, 
Hilgenfeld,  Holtzmann,  Reuss,  Scholten,  Zahn,  and  others,  are 
agreed  in  inferring  that  Eusebius  had  no  personal  acquaintance 
with  the  Diatessaron, 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  words  of  Eusebius  give  a  very 
scant  account  of  a  work  of  which  not  a  trace  has  been  found  in 
the  extant  literature  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  its  supposed 
composition.  Not  only  are  we  not  told  anything  of  the  peculiarities 
or  arrangement  of  its  contents,  but  we  are  left  in  total  ignorance 
even  of  the  language  in  which  it  was  written.  This  absence  of 
information  is  particularly  to  be  regretted  in  the  case  of  such  a 
work  as  a  Harmony  of  the  Gospels,  which,  from  its  very  nature, 
cannot  have  borne  an  author's  name,  and  the  identification  of 
which  inevitably  became  more  difficult  as  time  went  on.  Con- 
tinuing our  search  for  information  regarding  it,  we  find  the  rapidly 
increasing  Christian  literature  a  complete  blank  so  far  as  any 
Harmony  of  Gospels  by  Tatian  is  concerned.  Neither  Irenseus, 
Clement  of  Alexandria,  nor  Jerome,  who  refer  to  other  works  of 
Tatian,  make  any  reference  to  it.  We  have  mentioned  incidentally 
that,  in  his  Epistle  to  CarpianuSy  Eusebius  refers  to  a  similar 
Harmony  of  Gospels  by  Ammonius.  No  writer  mentions  the 
Diatessaron  again  until  we  come  to  Epiphanius,  writing  about  the 
end  of  the  fourth  century,  or  some  two  hundred  years  after  its 
compilation.  He  makes  the  following  remarkable  statement: 
"  It  is  said  that  the  Diatessaron  Gospel  owes  its  origin  to  him 
(Tatian),  which  some  call  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews."' 

It  is  almost  universally  agreed  that  Epiphanius,  the  second 
writer  who  refers  to  the  Diatessaron^  had  as  little  personal  know- 
ledge of  the  work  as  the  first  (Eusebius) ;  but  several  important 
points  are  to  be  deduced  from  the  report  which  he  chronicles.  In 
the  first  place,  it  is  quite  clear  that,  as  has  been  suggested  above, 
the  name  of  Tatian  was  not  attached  to  the  Diatessaron.  Had  it 
been  so,  the  expression,  "it  is  said,"  could  not  have  been  used. 
By  the  time  of  Epiphanius  the  connection  of  Tatian  with  his 
Harmony  had  already  become  merely  conjectural.  How  is  the 
fact  that  some  called  it  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews  to 
be  explained  ?     It  is  unnecessary  to  press  the  possibility  that  what 

*^ppalovi  Tiph  KokoOfft.     Har.t  46,  I. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


372  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 


had  been  understood  to  be  Tatian's  Diatessaron  was  nothing 
but  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,  which,  from  having 
matter  common  to  our  Gospels,  was  mistaken  for  a  Harmony. 
The  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews  was,  we  know,  used  by  the 
Encratites,  the  sect  to  which  Tatian  belonged,  and  at  least  nothing 
can  be  more  probable  than  the  hypothesis  that,  in  a  Harmony 
compiled  after  he  had  separated  himself  from  the  Church,  he 
must  have  made  use  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,  to 
which  his  followers  were  attached.  Two  facts  which  we  know 
should  be  borne  in  mind  in  connection  with  this  confusion,  if 
confusion  it  be,  of  the  Diatessaron  with  the  Gospel  according  to 
the  Hebrews,  that  this  Gospel  was  constructed  on  the  lines  of  our 
first  Synoptic,  and  that  it  omitted  the  genealogies,  both  of  which 
peculiarities  are  said  to  be  characteristic  of  the  Diatessaron, 

More  than  half  a  century  passes  before  we  meet  with  any  fresh 
mention  of  Tatian's  work,  and  then  we  come  to  a  more  detailed 
statement  regarding  it  than  we  have  yet  discovered.  Writing  about 
A.D.  453,  Theodoret  gives  the  following  account  of  what  took 
place  in  his  diocese  : — 

**  He  [Tatian]  composed  the  Gospel  which  is  called  Diatessaron^  cutting  oat 
the  genealG«ries  and  such  other  passages  as  show  the  Lord  to  have  been  bom  of 
the  seed  of  David  after  the  flesh.  This  work  was  in  use  not  only  among 
persons  belonging  to  his  sect,  but  also  among  those  who  follow  the  apostolic 
doctrine,  as  they  did  not  perceive  the  mischief  of  the  composition,  but  used  the 
book  in  all  simplicity  on  account  of  its  brevity.  And  I  myself  found  more  than 
two  hundred  such  copies  held  in  respect  in  the  churches  in  our  parts.  All 
these  I  collected  and  put  away,  and  I  replaced  them  by  the  Gospels  of  the  Four 
Evangelists."' 

It  will  be  observed  that  Theodoret  does  not  say  that  the  Gospel 
of  Tatian  was  a  Harmony  of  four  Gospels,  but  merely  that  it  was 
"  called  Diatessaron^^  and  it  is  difficult  to  suppose  that,  if  it  merely 
omitted  "the  genealogies  and  such  other  passages  as  show  the 
Lord  to  have  been  born  of  the  seed  of  David  after  the  flesh,"  a 
bishop,  even  in  the  fifth  century,  could  confiscate  two  hundred 
copies  of  a  book  when  books  were  so  scarce  and  precious.  What 
could  be  exp>ected  from  a  Harmony  of  Gospels  but  omission  of 
some  matter  contained  in  them  ?  One  is  tempted  to  think  that 
when  Theodoret  speaks  of  "  the  mischief  of  the  composition,"  he 
had  in  his  mind  more  than  these  omissions,  though  he  does  not 
enter  into  full  detail.  In  any  case,  the  omissions  specified  are 
all  that  is  added  to  our  knowledge  of  the  Diatessaron  by  the 
statement  of  Theodoret. 

It  may  be  well  to  refer  here  to  an  apocryphal  Syriac  work,  called 
the  Doctrine  of  Addai^  giving  a  copy  of  correspondence  alleged  ta 

*  Theodoret,  De  Fab,  ffar. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


TATIAN  373 


have  taken  place  between  "  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  Abgar, 
King  of  Edessa."  A  very  early  date  is  assigned  to  it  by  many, 
but  Dr.  Lightfoot  "  cannot  place  it  much  earlier  than  the  middle 
of  the  third  century,"*  and  it  might  safely  be  set  much  later.  In 
this  little  work  an  account  is  given  of  the  Church  at  Edessa,  and 
it  is  said  that  the  people  assembled  for  prayer  and  to  hear  read, 
along  with  the  Old  Testament,  the  " New  of  the  Diatessaron"^ 
This  might  well  be  explained  as  a  mere  reading  of  four  Gospels, 
but  there  are  certain  reasons  for  believii^  that  it  really  means  a 
Harmony.  Zahn  has  quoted  the  following  rule  from  the  Canons 
of  Rabbula,  Bishop  of  Edessa  (a.d.  412-435):  "  I^t  the 
presbyters  and  deacons  have  a  care  that  in  all  the  churches  there 
be  provided  and  read  a  copy  of  the  distinct  Gospel."  This 
"  distinct "  Gospel  is  understood  to  be  opposed  to  the  Harmony  of 
four  Gospels,  and  light  is  thrown  upon  the  point  by  the  fact  that, 
in  the  Syriac  Gospels  of  Cureton,  the  first  Gosf)el  is  described  as 
the  '*  Distinct  Gospel  of  Matthew,^*  meaning,  probably,  the  Gospel 
in  a  separate  form.  Taking  this  with  the  statement  of  Theodoret, 
it  is  probable  that  the  Diatessaron  referred  to  was  that  which  he 
confiscated  in  his  diocese.  Be  this  as  it  may,  however,  it  is  clear 
that,  beyond  the  fact  that  the  Diatessaron  was  read,  we  have  no 
further  information  from  the  Doctrine  of  Addai  as  to  the  contents 
of  the  Diatessaron^  the  particular  Gospels  from  which  it  was  com- 
piled, their  reputed  authors,  or  even  the  name  of  the  person  who 
prepared  the  Harmony. 

The  next  reference  to  the  Diatessaron  which  has  to  be  considered 
comes  from  Victor  of  Capua,  about  the  middle  of  the  sixth  cen- 
tury. Victor  met  with  a  harmony  entitled  Diatessaron^  which,  as 
we  have  already  shown  to  be  naturally  the  case  with  all  such 
compilations,  was  anonymous,  and  he  consequently  endeavoured  to 
discover  a  probable  author  for  it  He  went  to  Eusebius  for 
information,  and  in  his  Ecclesiastical  History  he  found  the  mention 
of  a  Diatessaron  attributed  to  Tatian,  which  has  been  quoted 
above ;  and  in  his  Epistle  to  Carpianus,  prefixed  to  the  Canons, 
he  met  with  the  account  of  another  ascribed  to  Ammonius.  The 
description  of  the  Diatessaron  of  Ammonius  of  Alexandria  given 
by  Eusebius  may  now  be  quoted :  "  He  placed  by  the  side  of  the 
Gospel  according  to  Matthew  the  corresponding  passages  of  the 
other  Evangelists,  so  that,  as  a  necessary  result,  the  sequence  in 
the  three  was  destroyed  so  far  as  regards  the  order  of  reading. "3 
Victor,  however,  read  the  passage  of  Eusebius  with  a  singular 
variation  from  that  which  we  have,  and  cites  him  as  saying  that 
the   Gospel  which  Tatian  composed  out   of  four  was   entitled 

'  Essays^  p.  279.  »  Phillips,  Doctr.  Add^  c  35. 

3  Eusebius,  Op*  (ed.  Migne),  iv.,  p.  1276. 
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DiapentCy  or  "by  five."*  Whether  the  copy  of  Eusebius  before  him 
had  this  reading,  or  whether  he  corrected  Eusebius  from  the 
contents  or  from  the  title  of  his  Harmony,  cannot  now  be  definitely 
settled ;  but  there  is  the  distinct  statement,  and  it  is  all  the  more 
curious  since  he  has  just  said  ^^unum  ex  quatuory' dead  it  is, 
therefore,  difficult  to  explain  the  immediate  statement  of  Diapente 
as  the  title,  which  contradicts  the  description,  except  as  a  copy  of 
something  before  him  which  he  records.  Dr.  Lightfoot  argues 
that  Victor,  who  knew  Greek,  can  hardly  have  written  Diapente 
himself,  and  attributes  the  curious  reading  to  the  blundering  or 
officiousness  of  some  later  scribe."  But  to  write  Diapente  for 
Diatessaron  is  scarcely  like  a  slip  of  the  pen,  and  the  discrepancy 
between  the  Harmony  and  the  name  must  have  been  very  striking 
to  render  probable  the  theory  of  officiousness.  I  will  let  Dr. 
Lightfoot's  own  words  state  the  result  of  Victor's  investigation : 
"  Assuming  that  the  work  which  he  had  discovered  must  be  one 
or  other,  he  decides  in  favour  of  the  latter  (Tatian),  because  it 
does  not  give  St.  Matthew  continuously  and  append  the  passages 
of  the  other  Evangelists,  as  Eusebius  states  Ammonius  to  have 
done. "3  A  little  later.  Dr.  Lightfoot  adds:  "Thus,  Victor  gets 
his  information  directly  firom  Eusebius,  whom  he  repeats.  He 
knows  nothing  about  Tatian's  Diatessaron  except  what  Eusebius 
tells  him."  We  have  seen  that  this  was  little  enough.  Dr. 
Lightfoot  expresses  a  very  decided  opinion  (which  he  afterwards 
modifies)  that  Victor  was  mistaken  in  ascribing  the  authorship  to 
Tatian,  but  the  discussion  of  this  point  must  be  reserved  for  a 
more  appropriate  place  further  on. 

In  seeking  for  mention  of  the  Diatessaron  of  Tatian  in  extant 
literature,  we  have  already  had  to  make  wide  strides  through  time, 
but  these  must  now  be  increased.  In  a  Glossary  of  Bar-ali, 
written  about  the  end  of  the  ninth  century,  we  have  the  next 
reference  to  the  work  :  "  Diastarsun  (otherwise  Diakutrutn)  \  the 
Gospel  which  is  the  Diatessaron^  made  by  Tatian,  the  compiled 
Gospel.  A  gospel  made  sense  for  sense  on  the  sense  of  the 
combined  four  apostolic  Gospels.  It  contains  neither  the  natural 
nor  the  traditional  genealogy  of  our  Lord  Christ ;  and 
he  who  made  it — namely,  Tatian — has  on  this  account  been 
anathematised."^  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  Bar-ali  derives 
his  information  from  Theodoret,  and  does  not  know  the  work 
himself. 

*  **  Rx  hisioria  quoque  ejus  \i.e.  Eusebit\  comperi  quod  Tatianus  vir  erutU- 
tissimus  et  orator  illius  temporis  clarus  unum  ex  qucUuor  compaginaverit 
Evangelium  cut  titulum  Diapente  imposuity 

»  Essays,  p.  286  f.  3  Ibid,  p.  286. 

*  Payne  Smith,  Thesaurus  Syr. ,  i.  869  ;  Zahn,  Forsch, ,  i.  98  ;  Harnack, 
Gesch.  oltchristL  Lit.,  i.  2  HSlfte,  1893,  p.  494. 
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We  have  to  pass  over  a  long  period  before  we  again  hear 
anything  of  the  Diatessaron,  We  receive  some  important  infor- 
mation regarding  it  from  Dionysius  Bar-Salibi,  who  died  a.d.  1207. 
He  wrote  a  Commentary  on  the  Gospels,  in  which  there  is  the 
following  statement : — 

"  Tatian,  the  disciple  of  Justin,  the  philosopher  and  marj^,  selected  and 
patched  together  from  the  four  Gospels  and  constructed  a  Gospel,  which  he 
called  Diatessaron — that  is,  Miscellanies.  On  this  work  Mar  Ephrem  wrote 
•  an  exposition ;  and  its  commencement  was :  *  In  the  beginnmg  was  the 
Word.  Elias  of  Salamia,  who  is  also  called  Aphth«nius,  constructed  a 
Gospel  after  the  likeness  of  the  Diatessaron  of  Ammonius,  mentioned  by 
Eusebius  in  his  prologue  to  the  Canons  which  he  made  for  the  Gospel. 
Elias  sought  for  that  IHaUssaron^  and  could  not  find  it,  and,  in  consequence, 
constructed  this  after  its  likeness.  And  the  said  Elias  finds  fault  with 
several  things  in  the  Canons  of  Eusebius,  and  points  out  errors  in  them, 
and  rightly.  But  this  copy  [work]  which  Elias  composed  is  not  often  met 
with."« 

Mar  Ephrem  of  Edessa,  who  is  here  referred  to,  is  said  to  have 
died  about  a.d.  373,  and  it  is  a  very  curious  fact  that^we  hear  of 
such  a  commentary,  upon  which  the  whole  argument  regarding 
the  Diatessaron  of  Tatian  has  recently  turned,  a  thousand  years 
after  the  composition  of  the  Harmony,  and  some  eight  centuries 
from  the  date  of  the  alleged  commentary.  About  eighty  years 
later  than  Bar-Salibi,  another  Syrian  father,  Gregory  Bar-Hebraeus, 
tells  us :  "  Eusebius  of  Caesarea,  seeing  the  corruptions  which 
Ammonius  of  Alexandria  introduced  into  the  Gospel  of  the 
Diatessaron^  that  is  Miscellanies,  which  commenced,  *In  the 
beginning  was  the  Word,'  and  which  Mar  Ephrem  expounded, 
kept  the  four  Gospels  in  their  integrity,  but  pointed  out  the  agree- 
ment of  the  words  by  Canons  written  in  red."' 

Mr.  J.  Rendel  Harris  has  recently  pointed  out  that  this 
apparent  contradiction,  which  arises  from  a  use  of  the  fragment 
given  by  Assemani,  does  not  really  exist,  and  that  the  MSS.  of 
Bar-Hebraeus,  which  are  accessible  to  us  in  England,  continue 
the  foregoing  passage  as  follows :  "  And  he  (/>.,  Eusebius) 
confessed  as  a  lover  of  truth  that  he  took  his  cue  from  the  labours 
of  that  man  (i>.,  Ammonius).  For  Tatian,  also  the  disciple  of 
Justin,  the  Philosopher  and  Martyr,  patched  and  composed  the 
Gospel  of  the  Combined,  and  because  the  sequence  of  Mark, 
Luke,  and  John  was  lost,  he  defined  the  ten  Canons  only,"  etc.3 

The  important  question  may  still  be  put :  Was  the  Diatessaron 
upon  which  Mar  Ephrem  commented  really  that  of  Tatian  ?    The 

'  This  is  the  rendering  of  Dr.  Lightfoot,  Essays ^  p.  280. 

'  Assemani,  BibL  Orient,^  \.  57. 

3  Contemp.  Rev.y  Aug.  1893,  p.  274  f.  Mr.  Harris  quotes  many  Syriac 
writers  showing  use  of  Ephrem*s  Commentary.  Cf.  Fragments  of  the  Comment, 
of  Ephrem  Syrus,  1895. 
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mere  statement  that  it  began  with  the  sentence,  "  In  the  beginning 
was  the  Word,"  does  not  afford  much  help  for  identifying  the 
special  Diatessaron,  because  many  other  Harmonies  may  have 
adopted  the  same  obviously  appropriate  opening  ;  and  we  must  all 
the  more  regret  that  the  Diatessaron  which,  according  to  the 
Doctrine  of  Addai^  was  publicly  read  at  Edessa,  is  not  more 
clearly  identified,  for  it  might  naturally  be  the  work  upon  which 
a  Churchman  of  Edessa  may  have  written  a  commentary. 

So  little  is  really  known  of  the  Diatessaron  of  Tatian  that  there 
is  no  certainty  even  as  to  the  language  in  which  it  was  composed. 
2^hn  and  the  majority  of  modem  critics  are  of  opinion  that  the 
original  was  written  in  Syriac,  but  Hamack  states  strong  reasons 
for  maintaining  a  Greek  original. 

We  now  come  to  comparatively  recent  times.  The  Armenian 
monks  of  St.  Lazaro  published,  in  1834,  four  volumes  of  translations 
into  Armenian  of  works  of  Ephrem  Syrus,  which  contained  a 
Harmony  of  the  Gospels  apparently  beginning  with  the  passage 
John  i.  I.  .  Aucher,  the  editor  of  Ephrem,  made  a  Latin  transla- 
tion of  the  Commentary  in  1841,  which,  being  amended  by 
Professor  Mosinger,  was  published  in  1876.'  This  is  said  to  be 
the  commentary  which  Ephrem  is  reported  to  have  written  upon 
Tatian's  Diatessaron.  The  editors  state  their  opinion  that  the 
Armenian  version  was  written  about  the  fifth  century,  and  that  it 
is  a  translation  from  the  Syriac.  Zahn  long  ago  pointed  out  that 
the  Commentary  is  evidently  based  upon  exegetical  lectures, 
probably  delivered  to  theological  classes,  perhaps  the  subsequent 
record  of  a  student.'  Ephrem,  moreover,  or  the  writer  of  the 
"  Commentary,"  whoever  he  may  be,  never  himself  calls  the  work 
upon  which  he  is  commenting  the  Diatessaron^  nor  mentions 
Tatian,  but  sometimes  Scriptura^  and  occasionally  EvangeHum, 
There  is,  in  fact,  nothing  whatever  apart  from  the  tradition 
preserved  by  Bar-Salibi  and  the  note  of  the  translator,  written  long 
after  the  time  of  Ephrem,  to  indicate  that  this  is  a  commentary 
upon  the  Diatessaron  of  Tatian.  The  order  is  not  always  the 
same  in  the  passages  selected  for  comment  as  that  of  the  Harmony 
of  Victor,  or  of  the  Arabic  Diatessaron^  of  which  we  shall  presently 
speak,  and  the  texts  of  all  have  been  so  manipulated  that  no 
literal  importance  can  be  attached  to  them. 

We  may  now  conveniently  return  to  the  Latin  Harmony  of 
Victor  of  Capua.  It  will  be  remembered  that  he  n^as  completely 
in  doubt  as  to  the  authorship  of  the  compilation  which  had  come 


*  This  work  did  not  come  to  notice  in  this  country  till  after  the  complete 
edition  of  S.  R,  was  published  in  1879,  and  of  course  we  need  not  add  that  the 
still  later  works  presently  to  be  noticed  could  not  before  be  discussed. 

"  Forsch,,  p.  51  ;   Resch,  Aussercan,  Parallel- texte^  p.  43. 
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in  his  way,  and  as  to  whether  he  should  ascribe  it  to  Ammonius 
or  to  Tatian.  Finally,  upon  mere  conjecture,  he  decided  in 
favour  of  Tatian,     Regarding  this  Dr.  Hemphill  writes  : — 

**  Victor  of  Capua  himself  is  an  important  witness  ;  for  he  was  skilled  in 
both  Greek  and  Latin,  and  was  a  man  of  considerable  eminence  as  a  scholar 
and  controversialist.  And  his  solitary  reason  for  attributing  his  discovery  to 
Tatian  is  that  he  found  one  passage  in  Eusebius  which  spoke  of  Tatian  having 
compiled  a  patchwork  Gospel,  which  he  judged  to  be  the  same,  substantially, 
as  that  which  accidentally  came  into  his  hands.  Not  one  other  allusion  to 
Tatian's  work  does  Victor  mention  ;  and  the  conclusion  is  that,  but  for  the 
statement  of  Eusebius,  he  would  have  remained  perfectly  ignorant  that  such  a 

work  had  ever  existed The  Latin  Harmony,  as  it  now  exists  in  the  Codex 

Fuldensis^  represents  not  the  harmony  as  it  was  found  by  Victor,  but  the 
Harmony  as  it  was  modified  and  edited  under  his  direction.  The  index,  which 
somehow  escaped  revision,  does  not  in  all  cases  agree  with  the  body  of  the 
Codex,  from  ^ich  we  gather  that  the  latter  may  ^ve  been  to  some  extent 
changed  in  order,  and  mterpolated  as  in  the  case  of  the  genealogies ;  while 
the  text  which  Victor  found  has  been  changed  piece  by  piece  into  the  Vulgate 
of  St.  Jerome."' 

Victor,  making  perfectly  free  use  of  the  Latin  Harmony  which 
he  had  found,  and  altering  it  to  suit  his  orthodox  views,  had  it 
transcribed,  and  his  fine  manuscript  has  come  down  to  us  in  the 
Codex  Fuldensis^  which  is  admitted  to  be  almost  the  best  authority 
for  the  text  of  the  Vulgate  version  of  the  Gospels.  It  is  no 
evidence,  however,  for  the  text  of  Tatian's  Diatessaron^  with  which, 
in  the  first  place,  it  cannot  be  identified,  and  to  which,  if  it  could, 
it  no  longer  bears  any  likeness. 

It  must  be  apparent  that  the  theory  that  the  original  of  this 
Harmony,  which  was  done  into  Latin,  was  that  of  Tatian,  and  not 
the  Diatessaron  of  Ammonius  or  some  one  else  who  may  have 
compiled  a  Diatessaron  in  the  course  of  the  four  centuries  between 
Tatian  and  Victor,  rests  upon  a  most  unsubstantial  basis.  The  most 
striking  characteristic  of  Tatian's  work,  as  we  have  seen,  was  the 
omission  of  the  genealogies,  an  omission  which  led  to  its  being 
anathematised  by  the  Church.  In  the  index  which  is  cited  to 
prove  that  the  original  Latin  Harmony  b^an  with  John  i.  i  we 
also  find  the  genealogy,  V.  de  generatione  vel  nativitate  Christi, 
It  is  not  possible,  upon  any  real  grounds  of  evidence,  to  identify 
this  Harmony  with  the  Diatessaron  of  Tatian. 

We  now  come  to  the  last  and  most  important  document  con- 
nected with  this  discussion.  It  had  long  been  known  that  an 
Arabic  manuscript  existed  in  the  Vatican  Library  purporting  to  be 
the  Diatessaron  of  Tatian.  This  work,  which  had  been  brought 
to  the  library  by  Joseph  Assemani,  is  described  by  him  as  Tatiani 
Diatessaron  seu  quatuor  Evangeiia  in  unum  redacta?     It  did  not 

*  Hemphill,  The  Diatessaron  of  Tatian^  pp.  xi.,  xxiv.  f. 
»  Bibl,  Orient,^  i.  619. 
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attract  any  attention  till  some  years  ago,  when  Agostino  Ciasca,  in 
1883,  published  a  pamphlet  describing  it,  promising  at  some 
future  time,  if  possible,  to  publish  the  manuscript.  He  did  not 
find  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  nor  did  Lagarde,  who  also  thought 
of  attempting  it,  till  1888,  when  Ciasca  was  able  to  produce  an 
edition  of  the  Diatessaron  based  upon  this  manuscript  (XIV.),  and 
a  still  more  perfect  one,  which  was  presented  to  the  Borgian 
Library  in  1886  by  Catholic  Copts  in  Egypt,  with  a  Latin  trans- 
lation by  himself.'  The  latter  manuscript,  generally  called  the 
Borgian  Codex,  contains  notes  at  the  beginning  and  end,  stating 
that  this  is  a  translation  of  Tatian's  Diatessaron  from  a  Syriac 
manuscript  written  by  Isa  ibn  Ali  el  Mutatabbib,  a  disciple  of 
Honain  ibn  Ishaq,  by  Abft-1-Faraj  Abdullah  Ibn^at-Tayyib. 
Honain  is  believed  to  have  died  a.d.  873,  and  the  death  of 
Abdullah  Ibn-at-Tayyib  is  set  down  by  Bar-Hebrseus  as  having 
taken  place  a.d.  1043.  The  existing  manuscript  is  assigned  to 
the  fourteenth  century.  The  Syriac  manuscript  was,  therefore, 
written  seven  centuries  after  Tatian*s  time,  and  the  Arabic  trans- 
lation made  some  nine  centuries  after  it.  Beyond  the  notes  of  the 
scribe,  we  have  no  external  evidence  that  the  original  Diatessaron 
was  the  work  ascribed  to  Tatian  and,  as  has  already  been  fully 
stated,  nothing  could  be  more  difficult  than  the  identification  of 
an  anonymous  compilation  of  this  kind. 

So  little  does  the  Arabic  Harmony  agree  with  what  we  are 
actually  told  of  the  Diatessaron  of  Tatian  that  elaborate  expla- 
nation and  conjecture  are  necessary  to  support  the  statement  of 
the  Arab  translator  or  scribe  that  we  have  here  that  mysterious 
work.  The  Diatessaron  of  Tatian  was  said  to  have  commenced 
with  the  passage :  "In  the  beginning  was  the  Word."  Now,  in 
the  Vatican  MS.  XIV.  the  Diatessaron  does  not  begin  with 
these  words,  but  with  the  opening  words  of  the  second  Synoptic, 
"  The  Gospel  of  Jesus,  the  Son  of  the  living  God."  This  formerly 
convinced  scholars  that  the  Arabic  Harmony  was  not  that  of 
Tatian,  but  Ciasca  suggested  that  the  words  from  Mark  were  added 
by  another  hand  to  supply  the  lack  of  a  title.  When  the  Borgian 
manuscript  arrived,  it  was  found  that  the  introductory  words  from 
the  second  Synoptic  are  separated  by  a  space  from  the  text  which 
follows.  Which  of  these  was  the  original  form  of  the  work  from 
which  the  Arabic  version  was  made  cannot  now  be  determined,  or 
whether  the  separation  in  the  Borgian  manuscript  was  the  result 
of  a  preconceived  theory  that  the  Harmony,  being  understood  to 
be  Tatian's,  ought  to  open  nith  the  words  of  the  fourth  Gospel. 
Then  the  fact  which  we  learn  from  Theodoret,  that  the  genealogies 
and  the  passages  showing  Jesus  to  have  been  bom  of  the  seed  of 

'  Tatiani  Evangeliorum  HarnKmia  Arabice, 
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David,  after  the  flesh,  were  omitted  from  the  Diatessaron^  in 
consequence  of  which  he  resorted  to  the  strong  measure  of 
"  putting  away  "  a  couple  of  hundred  copies  of  the  work,  is  a  still 
stronger  obstacle  to  the  identification  of  the  Arabic  Harmony  with 
it,  for  these  passages  (Matt.  i.  1-17  and  Luke  iii.  23-38)  are 
contained  in  MS.  XIV.  In  the  Borgian  manuscript,  however, 
these  genealogies  are  removed  from  the  text  and  put  as  an 
appendix,  under  the  title,  **  The  Book  of  the  Generation  of  Jesus." 
It  is  argued  from  this  that  we  have  here  the  passages  in  the  first 
stage  of  insertion — they  have  got  into  the  appendix  on  their  way 
into  the  text.  But  may  it  not  with  greater  probability  be  argued 
that  they  are  in  the  first  stage  of  omission — excluded  from  an 
inconvenient  position  in  the  text,  where  they  clashed  with  the 
theory  of  the  Harmony  being  by  Tatian,  and  relegated  to  the 
appendix  by  the  translators,  who  did  not  like  to  go  so  far  as  to 
exclude  such  scriptural  matter  altogether?  One  fact  which 
seems  to  support  the  latter  view  is  that  in  the  index  to 
the  Latin  Harmony  of  Victor — which  Zahn  regards  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  [original  I^atin  version  of  a  Syriac  Diatessaron 
which  became  transformed  into  the  Codex  Fuldensis — the  fifth 
chapter  is  given  as  ^^  de  getter atione  vei  nativitaie  ChristiP  In 
connection  with  these  difficulties  it  must  never  be  forgotten  that, 
to  identify  the  Arabic  Harmony  with  the  work  of  Tatian,  we  have 
really  nothing  but  the  note  of  almost  unknown  Arab  scholars, 
writing  nearly  a  thousand  years  after  the  time  of  Tatian,  of  a  work 
which  had  no  specific  mark  of  authorship. 

Another  indication  may  be  given,  valuable  in  the  almost 
complete  absence  of  information  regarding  Tatian's  Diatessaron^ 
which  likewise  opposes  the  identification  of  the  Arabic  Harmony 
with  that  work.  Dean  Burgon'  quotes  an  ancient  Scholion 
which  he  met  with  while  examining  the  Harleian  manuscript  5,647 
(of  Evan.  72,  published  by  Wetstein),  which  states  that,  in  Tatian's 
Diatessaroriy  the  verse  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  "  And  another  took  a 
spear  and  pierced  his  side,  and  there  came  out  water  an^  blood," 
was  inserted  in  Matt,  xxvii.  48,  and  the  writer  adds  that  it  is 
also  introduced  into  the  Evangelical  History  of  Diodorus  and 
divers  other  Holy  Fathers,  and  "this  also  Chrysostom  says." 
The  only  one  of  these  assertions  which  can  be  tested  now  is  that 
regarding  Chrysostom,  and  it  is  found  to  be  correct,  for  in 
Homily  88  the  text  occurs  against  a  clear  summary  of  v.  48.  Now, 
this  is  not  found  either  in  the  Codex  Fuldensis  or  in  the  Arabic 
Diatessaron. 

The  doubts  which  exist  as  to  the  identification  of  these  MSS. 
with  the  Diatessaron  of  Tatian  are  intensified  when  we  consider 

'  Last  Twelve  Verses  of  St,  Mark,  1871,  p.  316  f. 
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the  text  of  these  works.  If  the  identification  were  complete  and 
decisive  upon  other  grounds  of  evidence,  it  might  be  unnecessary 
to  enter  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  but  the  changes  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  centuries  which  have  passed  since  the  compila- 
tion of  the  Diaiessaron  are  so  indicative  of  the  tendency  to  adjust 
facts  to  agreement  with  prevalent  opinion  that  it  is  instructive  to 
consider  also  this  side  of  the  case.  In  his  work  on  the  Diaiessaron^ 
Mr.  Rendel  Harris  frankly  says :  "  From  what  has  been  said,  it 
will  be  seen  that,  in  describing  the  manuscripts  from  which 
Ciasca's  text  is  made,  we  have  been  careful  to  avoid  the  assumption 
that  the  text  of  the  Arabic  Harmony  is  necessarily  and  at  all 
points  identical  with  that  of  the  Diaiessaron  of  Tatian.  For, 
even  if  we  accept  the  Harmony  as  Tatian's  on  the  ground  of  its 
general  agreements  with  the  traditional  Tatian,  we  are  obliged  to 
note  in  the  manuscripts  themselves  a  tendency  to  change  in  the 
most  striking  Tatian  chamcteristics ;  and  further,  since  the 
Harmony  is  substantially  a  New  Testament  manuscript,  it  is 
impossible  that  it  could  have  remained  in  circulation  without  being 
affected  by  the  same  causes  which  were  in  operation  to  change  the 
form  of  every  successive  recension  of  the  New  Testament  into 
agreement  with  the  latest  recension  of  all."'  Hamack  considers 
that  the  Syriac  manuscript  from  which  the  Arabic  translation  was 
made  contained  an  already  manipulated  Catholic  Diaiessaron^^ 
and  elsewhere  he  says  :  "In  all  cases  where  I  have  referred  to  the 
Arabic  Harmony — that  is  to  say,  at  the  passages  characteristic  of 
the  real  Tatian — the  characteristic  had  been  removed  and  the 
commonplace  substituted."  Resch,  speaking  of  all  these  supposed 
representations  of  the  Diaiessaron^  after  pointing  out  the  effect  of 
the  establishment  of  the  canonical  text,  as  the  only  authority,  in 
producing  a  process  of  fundamental  extirpation  (^grilndlicher 
Ausroiiungs  process)  of  pre-canonical  Gospel  texts,  says :  "  In 
consequence  of  this,  the  Diaiessaron  belongs  to  the  number  of 
wholly  lost  writings.  Neither  Greek  nor  Syriac  copies  of  this 
oldest  Gospel  Harmony  have  been  preserved,"  and  he  only 
regards  Ephrem,  Aphraates,  the  Codex  Fuldensis^  and  the  Arabic 
Harmony  as  sources  for  a  partial  reconstruction.  3  Zahn's  opinion 
of  the  text  is  not  a  whit  more  favourable.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  he  said  of  the  Latin  Tatian  that  "  the  translation,  if  we  can  so 
call  it,  has  been  made  in  such  a  way  that  the  fragments  from 
which  the  Syriac  book  was  compiled  were  sought  for  in  the  Latin 
Bible  in  the  version  of  Jerome,  and  transcribed  from  it.  It  is 
equally  clear,"  he  continues,  "  that  either  on  the  occasion  of  the 


The  Diaiessaron  of  Tatian^  1890,  p.  9. 
Gesch.  d,  altchr,  Lit.^  1893,  »•»  P*  495- 
Aussercan,  paralicltexte  zu  d.  Ev,,  1893,  p.  42  f. 
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translation  from  Syriac  into  I^tin,  or  even  previously  in  the  Syriac 
text  itself  which  the  Latinist  had  before  him,  the  literary  composi- 
tion of  the  Diatessaron  had  undergone  a  profound  transformation. 
All  this  and  much  more,"  he  adds,  "may  also  have  occurred  when 
the  Diatessaron  was  translated  into  Arabic."' 

When  we  consider  the  slightness  of  the  evidence  upon  which 
any  identification  of  these  works  with  the  Diatessaron  of  Tatian 
rests,  this  final  judgment  on  the  transformation  of  the  text  itself 
forms  a  suitable  illustration  of  the  whole  position  of  the  question. 
If  many  are  content  to  consider  the  identity  of  the  works  settled, 
at  least  it  is  pretty  certain  that,  if  Tatian  himself  were  to-day  to  see 
his  Diatessaron  as  it  stands  in  Ciasca's  MS.,  he  could  not  cecognise 
his  own  work. 

We  have  thought  it  desirable  to  state  the  case  for  Tatian's 
Diatessaron  with  sufficient  fulness,  as  interesting  in  itself 
and  important  for  a  just  appreciation  of  the  difficulties  which 
surround  it ;  but  so  far  as  our  special  investigation  is  concerned  a 
final  judgment  is  simple  and  conclusive.  Even  if  it  be  accepted 
that,  towards  the  last  quarter  of  the  second  century,  Tatian 
possessed  and  made  use  of  our  Gospels,  the  fact  can  only  prove 
the  existence  of  those  writings,  but  adds  nothing  to  our  knowledge 
of  their  authors,  and  certainly  does  not  in  the  least  justify  us  in 
accepting  them  as  adequate  witnesses  for  miracles  and  the  reality 
of  Divine  Revelation. 

Dionysius  of  Corinth  need  not  detain  us  long.  Eusebius  in- 
forms us  that  he  was  the  authcH-  of  seven  EjJistles  addressed  to 
various  Christian  communities,  and  also  of  a  letter  to  Chrysophora, 
"a  most  faithful  sister."  Eusebius  speaks  of  these  writings  as 
Catholic  Epistles,  and  briefly  characterises  each ;  but,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  short  fragments  preserved  by  him,  none  of 
these  fruits  of  the  **  inspired  industry"  (ev^cov  ^tXoa-ovia?)  of 
Dionysius  are  now  extant."  These  fragments  are  all  from  an 
Epistle  said  to  have  been  addressed  to  Soter,  Bishop  of  Rome, 
and  give  us  a  clue  to  the  time  at  which  they  were  written.  The 
Bishopric  of  Soter  is  generally  dated  between  a.d.  168-176,3 
during  which  years  the  Epistle  must  have  been  composed.  It 
could  not  have  been  written,  however,  before  Dionysius  became 
Bishop  of  Corinth  in  a.d.  170,^  and  it  was  probably  written  some 
years  after.s 

*  Gesch,  des  N.  T,  Kanons,  189 1,  ii.,  P-  533  f- 

'  Eusebius,  H.  E,,  iv.  23 ;  Hieron.,  De  Vir.  III.,  27  ;  Grabe,  SpiciL  Pair., 
ii.,  p.  217  f ;  Routh,  Reltq.  Sacra,  i.,  p.  180  ff. 

3  Eusebius,  in  his  Chranicon,  sets  it  in  a.d.  171.       *  Eusebius,  II.  E.,  iv.  19. 

s  Anger  places  it  between  iy-177,  Synops.  Ev.  Prol^^^. ,  xxxu. ;  cf,  Credner, 
Cesch.  N.  J.  Kan.,  p.  79.  Jerome  states  that  Dionysius  flourished  under 
M.  Aurel.  Verus  and  L.  Aurel.  Commodus  {De  Vir.  Ill,,  27). 
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No  quotation  from,  or  allusion  to,  any  writing  of  the  New 
Testament  occurs  in  any  of  the  fragments  of  the  Epistles  now 
extant ;  nor  does  Eusebius  make  mention  of  any  such  reference  in 
the  Epistles  which  have  perished.  As  testimony  for  our  Gospels, 
therefore,  Dionysius  is  an  absolute  blank.  Some  expressions  and 
statements,  however,  are  put  forward  by  apologists  which  we  must 
examine.  In  the  few  lines  which  Tischendorf  accords  to 
Dionysius  he  refers  to  two  of  these.  The  first  is  an  expression 
used,  not  by  Dionysius  himself,  but  by  Eusebius,  in  speaking  of 
the  Epistles  to  the  Churches  at  Amastris  and  at  Pontus.  Euse- 
bius says  that  Dionysius  adds  some  "expositions  of  Divine 
Scriptures"  (y/ja<^v  ^ctwv  e^rjyrja-ets),^  There  can  be  no 
doubt,  we  think,  that  this  refers  to  the  Old  Testament  only,  and 
Tischendorf  himself  does  not  deny  it.^ 

The  second  passage  which  Tischendorf^  points  out,  and  which 
he  claims  with  some  other  apologists  as  evidence  of  the  actual 
existence  of  a  New  Testament  Canon  when  Dionysius  wrote, 
occurs  in  a  fragment  from  the  Epistle  to  Soter  and  the  Romans 
which  is  preserved  by  Eusebius.  It  is  as  follows :  "  For  the 
brethren  having  requested  me  to  write  Epistles,  I  wrote  them. 
And  the  Apostles  of  the  devil  have  filled  these  with  tares,  both 
taking  away  parts  and  adding  others;  for  whom  the  woe  is 
destined.  It  is  not  surprising,  then,  if  some  have  recklessly 
ventured  to  adulterate  the  Scriptures  of  the  Lord  (twv  KvpiaK<ay 
ypa<fxav)  when  they  have  formed  designs  against  these  which 
are  not  of  such  importance."^  Regarding  this  passage.  Dr.  West- 
cott,  with  his  usual  boldness,  says :  "It  is  evident  that  the 
*  Scriptures  of  the  Lord ' — the  writings  of  the  New  Testament — 
were  at  this  time  collected,  that  they  were  distinguished  from  other 
books,  that  they  were  jealously  guarded,  that  they  had  been 
corrupted  for  heretical  purposes. "s  We  have  seen,  however,  that 
there  has  not  been  a  trace  of  any  New  Testament  Canon  in  the 

'  Eusebius,  //.  -£".,  iv.  23. 

^  Tischendorf,  Wann  wurden^  u.  s,  w.,  p.  18  f. ;  Volkmar,  D^r  Ursprungy 
p.  38  ;  Donaldson,  Hist.  Chr.  Lit.  and  Doctr.,  iii.,  p.  217.  Dr.  Westcotrs 
opinion  is  shown  by  his  not  even  referring  to  the  expression. 

3  Wann  wurdetiy  u.  s.  w.,  p.  18  f  *  ff.  E.y  iv.  23. 

^  On  the  Canon y  p.  166.  Dr.  Westcott,  in  the  first  instance,  translates  the 
expression,  rCav  KvpiaKQv  ypaifMv:  "The  Scriptures  of  the  New  Testament." 
In  a  note  to  his  fourth  edition,  however,  he  explains :  **Of  course,  it  is  not 
affirmed  that  the  collection  here  called  aX  Kvpiajcal  ypa^tal  was  identical  with 
our  '  New  Testament,*  but  simply  that  the  phrase  shows  that  a  collection  of 
writings  belonging  to  the  New  Testament  existed"  (p.  188,  n.  2).  Such  a 
translation,  in  such  a  work,  assuming,  as  it  does,  the  whole  question,  and 
concealing  what  is  doubtful,  is  most  unwarrantable.  The  fact  is  that  not  only 
is  there  no  mention  of  the  New  Testament  at  all,  but  the  words  as  little  neces- 
sarily imply  a  "collection"  of  writings  as  they  do  a  "collection"  of  the 
Epistles  of  Dionysius. 
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writings  of  the  Fathers  before  and  during  this  age,  and  it  is  not 
permissible  to  put  such  an  interpretation  upon  the  remark  of 
Dionysius.  Dr.  Donaldson,  with  greater  critical  justice  and 
reserve,  remarks  regarding  the  expression,  "Scriptures  of  the 
Lord"  :  **It  is  not  easy  to  settle  what  this  term  means,"  although 
he  adds  his  own  personal  opinion,  "  but  most  probably  it  refers  to 
the  Gospels  as  containing  the  sayings  and  doings  of  the  Lord.  It 
is  not  likely,  as  Lardner  supposes,  that  such  a  term  would  be 
applied  to  the  whole  of  the  New  Testament"*  The  idea  of  our 
collected  New  Testament  being  referred  to  is  of  course  quite  un- 
tenable, and  although  it  is  open  to  argument  that  Dionysius  may 
have  referred  to  evangelical  works,  it  is  obvious  that  there  are  no 
means  of  proving  the  fact,  and  much  less  that  he  referred  specially 
to  our  Gospels.  In  fact,  the  fragments  of  Dionysius  present  no 
evidence  whatever  of  the  existence  of  our  Synoptics. 

In  order  further  to  illustrate  the  inconclusiveness  of  the  argu- 
ments based  upon  so  vague  an  expression,  we  may  add  that  it 
does  not  of  necessity  apply  to  any  Gospels  or  works  of  Christian 
history  at  all,  and  may  with  perfect  propriety  have  indicated  the 
Scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament.  We  find  Justin  Martyr  com- 
plaining in  the  same  spirit  as  Dionysius,  through  several  chapters, 
that  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures,  and  more  especially  those 
relating  to  the  Lord,  had  been  adulterated,  that  parts  had  been 
taken  away,  and  others  added,  with  the  intention  of  destroying  or 
weakening  their  application  to  Christ.^  Justin's  argument  through- 
out is,  that  the  whole  of  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  refer  to 
Christ ;  and  Tryphon,  his  antagonist,  the  representative  of  Jewish 
opinion,  is  made  to  avow  that  the  Jews  not  only  wait  for  Christ, 
but,  he  adds,  "  We  admit  that  all  the  Scriptures  which  you  have 
cited  refer  to  him. "3  Not  only,  therefore,  were  the  Scriptures  of 
the  Old  Testament  closely  connected  with  their  Lord  by  the 
Fathers  and,  at  the  date  of  which  we  are  treating,  were  the  only 
"  Holy  Scriptures  "  recognised,  but  they  made  the  same  complaints 
which  we  meet  with  in  Dionysius,  that  these  Scriptures  were 
adulterated  by  omissions  and  interpolations.-*  The  expression  of 
Eusebius  regarding  "  expositions  of  Divine  Scriptures  "  (ypa<t>o}v 
dtibiv  €^Tyy^<r€4s)  added  by  Dionysius,  which  applied  to  the  Old 
Testament,  tends  to  connect  the  Old  Testament  also  with  this 
term,  "Scriptures  of  the  Lord." 

If  the  term,  "  Scriptures  of  the  Lord,"  however,  be  referred  to 
Gospels,  the  difficulty  of  using  it  as  evidence  continues  undimin- 
ished.    We  have  no  indication  of  the  particular  evangelical  works 

»  Hisi,  Chr,  Lit.  and  Doctr,^  iii.,  p.  217. 

'  Dial,  f.  Try  ph.,  Ixx.-lxxv.  3  Dial,  Ixxxix. 

^  This  charge  is  made  with  insistence  throughout  the  Ciefftentine  Homilies, 
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which  were  in  the  Bishop's  mind.  We  have  seen  that  other 
Gospels  were  used  by  the  Fathers,  and  in  exclusive  circulation 
amongst  various  communities ;  and  even  until  much  later  times 
many  works  were  regarded  by  them  as  divinely  inspired  which 
have  no  place  in  our  Canon.  The  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews,  for  instance,  was  probably  used  by  some  at  least  of 
the  Apostolic  Fathers,  by  pseudo-Ignatius,  Polycarp,  Papias, 
Hegesippus,  Justin  Martyr,  and  at  least  employed  along  with  our 
Gospels  by  Clement  of  Alexandria,  Origen,  and  Jerome.'  The 
fact  that  Serapion,  in  the  third  century,  allowed  the  Gospel  of 
Peter  to  be  used  in  the  church  of  Rhossus*  shows  at  the  same 
time  the  consideration  in  which  it  was  held,  and  the  incomplete- 
ness of  the  canonical  position  of  the  New  Testament  writings. 
So  does  the  circumstance  that  in  the  fifth  century  Theodoret  found 
the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,  or  Tatian's  Gospel,  widely 
circulated  and  held  in  honour  amongst  orthodox  churches  in  his 
diocese. 3  The  Shepherd  of  Hermas,  which  was  read  in  the  churches 
and  nearly  secured  a  permanent  place  in  the  Canon,  was  quoted 
as  inspired  by  Irenaeus.**  The  Epistle  of  Barnabas  was  held  in 
similar  honour,  and  quoted  as  inspired  by  Clement  of  Alexandria^ 
and  by  Origen,^  as  was  likewise  the  Epistle  of  the  Roman  Clement. 
The  Apocalypse  of  Peter  was  included  by  Clement  of  Alexandria 
in  his  account  of  the  canonical  Scriptures  and  those  which  are 
disputed,  such  as  the  Epistle  of  Jude  and  the  other  Catholic 
Epistles,7  and  it  stands  side  by  side  with  the  Apocalypse  of  John 
in  the  Canon  of  Muratori,  being  long  after  publicly  read  in  the 
churches  of  Palestine.^  Tischendorf,  indeed,  conjectures  that  a 
blank  in  the  Codex  Sinaiticus^  after  the  New  Testament,  was 
formerly  filled  by  it.  Justin,  Clement  of  Alexandria,  and 
I^ctantius  quote  the  Sibylline  books  as  the  Word  of  God, 
and  pay  similar  honour  to  the  Book  of  Hystaspes.9  So  great 
indeed  was  the  consideration  and  use  of  the  Sibylline  Books  in 
the  Church  of  the  second  and  third  centuries  that  Christians  from 
that  fact  were  nicknamed  Sibyllists.*''  It  is  unnecessary  to  multiply, 
as  might  so  easily  be  done,  these  illustrations  ;  it  is  sufficiently  well 

«  Cf.  p.  263  f.  »  Eusebius,  H.  E.,  vi.  12. 

3  Theodoret,  Har.  Fab.y  i.  20;  cf.  ii.  2  ;  cf.  Epiph.,  Har.,  xlvi.  i. 

*  Adv.  Hter.,  iv.  20,  §  2 ;  Eusebius,  ZT.  ^.,  v.  8  ;  cf.  iii.  3. 

5  Stroni.,  ii.  8,  iv.  17.  ^  pkUocal,,  18. 

^  Eusebius,  H,  E.,  vi.  14  *  Sozom,  II,  E.,  vii.  19. 

9  Justin,  Apo/.,  i.  20,  44;  Qem.  Al.,  Strom.  ^  vi.  5,  §§  42,  43  ;  Lactantius, 
Insttt.  Div.y  i.  6,  7,  vii.  15,  19.  Clement  of  Alexandria  quotes  with  perfect 
faith  and  seriousness  some  apocryphal  book,  in  which,  he  says,  the  Apostle 
Paul  recommends  the  Hellenic  books,  the  Sibyl  and  the  books  of  Hystaspes,  as 
giving  notably  clear  prophetic  descriptions  of  the  Son  of  God  {Strant,,  vi.  5, 
§  42,  43). 

"  Ongen,  Cmtra  Cels,,  v.  6 ;  cf.  vii.  53. 
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known  that  a  number  of  Gospels  and  similar  works,  which  have  been 
excluded  from  the  Canon,  were  held  in  deepest  veneration  by  the 
Church  in  the  second  century,  to  which  the  words  of  Dionysius 
may  apply.  So  vague  and  indefinite  an  expression,  at  any  rate,  is 
useless  as  evidence  for  the  existence  of  our  canonical  Gospels. 

Dr.  Westcott^s  deduction  from  the  words  of  Dionysius,  that  not 
only  were  the  writings  of  the  New  Testament  already  collected, 
but  that  they  were  "jealously  guarded,"  is  imaginative  indeed.  It 
is  much  and  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  they  had  been  as  care- 
fully guarded  as  he  supposes ;  but  it  is  well  known  that  this  was 
not  the  case,  and  that  numerous  interpolations  have  been  intro- 
duced into  the  text.  The  whole  history  of  the  Canon  and  of 
Christian  literature  in  the  second  and  third  centuries  displays  the 
most  deplorable  carelessness  and  want  of  critical  judgment  on 
the  part  of  the  Fathers.  Whatever  was  considered  as  conducive 
to  Christian  edification  was  blindly  adopted  by  them,  and  a 
number  of  works  were  launched  into  circulation  and  falsely 
ascribed  to  Apostles  and  others  likely  to  secure  for  them  greater 
consideration.  Such  pious  fraud  was  rarely  suspected,  still  more 
rarely  detected  in  the  early  ages  of  Christianity,  and  several  of 
such  pseudographs  have  secured  a  place  in  our  New  Testament. 
The  words  of  Dionysius  need  not  receive  any  wider  signification 
than  a  reference  to  well-known  Epistles.  It  is  clear  from  the 
words  attributed  to  the  Apostle  Paul,  in  2  Thess.  ii.  2,  iii.  17,  that 
his  Epistles  were  falsified  and,  setting  aside  some  of  those  which 
bear  his  name  in  our  Canon,  spurious  Epistles  were  long  ascribed 
to  him,  such  as  the  Epistle  to  the  Laodiceans  and  a  third  Epistle 
to  the  Corinthians.  We  need  not  do  more  than  allude  to  the 
second  Epistle  falsely  bearing  the  name  of  Clement  of  Rome,  as 
well  as  the  Clementine  Homilies  and  Recognitions^  the  Apostolical 
Constitutions^  and  the  spurious  letters  of  Ignatius,  the  letters  and 
legend  of  Abgarus  quoted  by  Eusebius,  and  the  Epistles  of  Paul 
and  Seneca,  in  addition  to  others  already  pointed  out,  as  instances 
of  the  wholesale  falsification  of  that  period,  many  of  which  gross 
forgeries  were  at  once  accepted  as  genuine  by  the  Fathers,  so 
slight  was  their  critical  faculty  and  so  ready  their  credulity.'  In 
one  case  the  Church  punished  the  author  who,  from  mistaken  zeal 
for  the  honour  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  fabricated  the  Acta  Pauli  et 
Thecla  in  his  name,*  but  the  forged  production  was  not  the  less 
made  use  of  in  the  Church.  There  was,  therefore,  no  lack  of 
falsification  and  adulteration  of  works  of  Apostles  and  others  of 
greater  note  than  himself  to  warrant  the  remark  of  Dionysius, 

*  The  Epbtle  of  Jude  quotes  as  genuine  the  Assumption  of  Moses,  and  also 
the  Book  of  Enoch ;  and  the  defence  of  the  authenticity  of  the  latter  by  Tertullian 
(flfe  CuHufem.^  i.  3)  will  not  be  forgotten.  =*  Tcrlullian,  De  Baptisino^  17. 

2C 
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without  any  forced  application  of  it  to  our  Gospels  or  to  a  New 
Testament  Canon,  the  existence  of  which  there  is  nothing  to 
substantiate,  but,  on  the  contrary,  every  reason  to  discredit 

Before  leaving  this  passage  we  may  add  that,  although  even 
Tischendorf  does  not.  Dr.  Westcott  does  find  in  it  references  to  our 
first  Synoptic  and  to  the  Apocalypse.  "  The  short  fragment  just 
quoted,"  he  says,  "  contains  two  obvious  allusions,  one  to  the  Gospel 
of  St.  Matthew  and  one  to  the  Apocalypse."'  The  words,  "  the 
Apostles  of  the  devil  have  filled  these  with  tares,"  are,  he  supposes, 
an  allusion  to  Matt.  xiii.  24  ff.  But  even  if  the  expression  were 
an  echo  of  the  Parable  of  the  Wheat  and  Tares,  it  is  not  permis- 
sible to  refer  it  in  this  arbitrary  way  to  our  first  Gospel,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  numerous  other  works  which  existed,  many  of 
which  doubtless  contained  it  Obviously  the  words  have  no 
evidential  value. 

Continuing  his  previous  assertions,  however.  Dr.  Westcott 
affirms  with  equal  boldness  :  "  The  allusion  in  the  last  clause  " — 
to  the  "Scriptures  of  the  Lord" — "will  be  clear  when  it  is 
remembered  that  Dionysius  *  warred  against  the  heresy  of 
Marcion  and  defended  the  rule  of  truth'"  {iraptaTaxrdai  Kavovi 
dX.).'  Tischendorf,  who  is  ready  enough  to  strain  every  expres- 
sion into  evidence,  recognises  too  well  that  this  is  not  capable  of 
such  an  interpretation.  Dr.  Westcott  omits  to  mention  that  the 
words,  moreover,  are  not  used  by  Dionysius  at  all,  but  simply 
proceed  from  Eusebius.3  Dr.  Donaldson  distinctly  states  the  fact 
that  "  there  is  no  reference  to  the  Bible  in  the  words  of  Eusebius : 
he  defends  the  rule  of  the  truth  "^  (rcji  ttJs  dXiy^cias  wapUrrarai, 
Kav6vC), 

There  is  only  one  other  point  to  mention.  Dr.  Westcott  refers 
to  the  passage  in  the  Epistle  of  Dionysius,  which  has  already  been 
quoted  in  this  work,  regarding  the  reading  of  Christian  writings 
in  churches.  "  To-day,"  he  writes  to  Soter,  "  we  have  kept  the 
Lord's  holy  day,  in  which  we  have  read  your  Epistle,  from  the 
reading  of  which  we  shall  ever  derive  admonition,  as  we  do  firom 
the  former  one  written  to  us  by  Clement. "s  It  is  evident  that 
there  was  no  idea,  in  selecting  the  works  to  be  read  at  the  weekly 
assembly  of  Christians,  of  any  Canon  of  a  New  Testament.  We 
here  learn  that  the  Epistles  of  Clement  and  of  Soter  were  habitually 
read ;  and,  while  we  hear  of  this  and  of  the  similar  reading  of 
Justin's  Memoirs  of  the  ApostUsy^  of  the  Shepherd  of  Hermas,7  of 
the  Apocalypse  of  Peter,®  and  other  apocryphal  works,  we  do  not 
at  the  same  time  hear  of  the  public  reading  of  our  Gospels. 

'  On  the  Canon,  p.  167.                 »  lb.,  p.  166  f.  3  H,  E.,  iv.  23. 

*  Hist,  Chr.  Lit,  and Doctr.,  iii.,  p.  217  f.  s  Euseb.,  H,  E.,  iv.  23. 

*  Justin,  Apol.y  i.  67.       ?  Euseb.,  H,  E,,  iiL  3;  Hieron.,  De  Vir.  lU.y  la 

*  Sozom.,  H,  E.f  vii.  9. 
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CHAPTER   IX. 

MELITO     OF     SARDIS — CLAUDIUS      APOLLINARIS — ATHENAGORAS — 
THE   EPISTLE   OF   VIENNE   AND   LYONS 

We  might  altogether  have  passed  over  Melito,  Bishop  of  Sardis, 
in  Lydia,  had  it  not  been  for  the  use  of  certain  fragments  of 
his  writings  made  by  Dr.  Westcott.  Melito,  naturally,  is  not  cited 
by  Tischendorf  at  all,  but  the  English  apologist,  with  greater  zeal, 
we  think,  than  critical  discretion,  forces  him  into  service  as 
evidence  for  the  Gospels  and  a  New  Testament  Canon.  The  date 
of  Melito,  it  is  generally  agreed,  falls  after  a.d.  176,  a  phrase  in 
his  apology  presented  to  Marcus  Antoninus  preserved  in  Eusebius' 
(fierh,  Tov  iraiSos)  indicating  that  Commodus  had  already  been 
admitted  to  a  share  of  the  Government. 

Dr.  Westcott  affirms  that,  in  a  fragment  preserved  by  Eusebius, 
Melito  speaks  of  the  books  of  the  New  Testament  in  a  collected 
form.  He  says  :  "  The  words  of  Melito  on  the  other  hand  are 
simple  and  casual,  and  yet  their  meaning  can  scarcely  be  mis- 
taken. He  writes  to  Onesimus,  a  fellow-Christian,  who  had  urged 
him  *  to  make  selections  for  him  from  the  Law  and  the  Prophets 
concerning  the  Saviour  and  the  faith  generally,  and  furthermore 
desired  to  learn  the  accurate  account  of  the  Old  (waXaiwv) 
Books  * :  *  having  gone  therefore  to  the  East,*  Melito  says,  *  and 
reached  the  spot  where  [each  thing]  was  preached  and  done,  and 
having  learned  accurately  the  Books  of  the  Old  Testament,  I  have 
sent  a  list  of  them.'  The  mention  of  *the  Old  Books' — *the 
Books  of  the  Old  Testament,'  naturally  implies  a  definite  New 
Testament,  a  written  antitype  to  the  Old;  and  the  form  of 
language  implies  a  familiar  recognition  of  its  contents."*  This  is 
truly  astonishing !  The  "  form  of  language  "  can  only  refer  to  the 
words,  "  concerning  the  Saviour  and  the  faith  generally,"  which 
must  have  an  amazing  fulness  of  meaning  to  convey  to  Dr.  West- 
cott the  implication  of  a  "  familiar  recognition  "  of  the  contents  of 
a  supposed  already  collected  New  Testament,  seeing  that  a  simple 
Christian,  not  to  say  a  Bishop,  might  at  least  know  of  a  Saviour 
and  the  faith  generally  from  the  oral  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  from 

'  B.  E,y  iv.  26. 

^  On  the  Cctnon^  p.  193.  (In  the  fourth  edition  Dr.  Westcott  omits  the  last 
phrase,  making  a  full  stop  at  **  Old,"  p.  218.) 
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a  single  Epistle  of  Paul,  or  from  any  of  the  wokkoi  of  Luke.  This 
reasoning  forms  a  worthy  pendant  to  his  argument,  that  because 
Melito  speaks  of  the  books  of  the  Old  Testament  he  implies  the 
existence  of  a  definite  collected  New  Testament.  Such  an  asser- 
tion is  calculated  to  mislead  a  large  class  of  readers.* 

The  fragment  of  Melito  is  as  follows :  "  Melito  to  his  brother 
Onesimus,  greeting.  As  thou  hast  frequently  desired  in  thy 
zeal  for  the  word  (Xoyov)  to  have  extracts  made  for  thee, 
both  from  the  law  and  the  prophets  concerning  the  Saviour  and 
our  whole  faith  ;  nay,  more,  hast  wished  to  learn  the  exact  state- 
ment of  the  old  books  (iraXaiMv  ^t^Xtwv),  how  many  they  are 
and  what  is  their  order,  I  have  earnestly  endeavoured  to  accom- 
plish this,  knowing  thy  zeal  concerning  the  faith,  and  thy  desire 
to  be  informed  concerning  the  word  (koyov),  and  especially 
that  thou  preferrest  these  matters  to  all  others  from  love  towards 
God,  striving  to  gain  eternal  salvation.  Having,  therefore,  gone 
to  the  East,  and  reached  the  place  where  this  was  preached  and 
done,  and  having  accurately  ascertained  the  books  of  the  Old 
Testament  (ra  ttjs  iraXaias  StaO-qKrjs  /Sl/SXCo)^  I  have,  subjoined, 
sent  a  list  of  them  unto  thee,  of  which  these  are  the  names  " — 
then  follows  a  list  of  the  books  of  the  Old  Testament,  omitting, 
however,  Esther.  He  then  concludes  with  the  words  :  "Of  these 
I  have  made  the  extracts,  dividing  them  into  six  books."' 

Dr.  Westcott's  assertion  that  the  expression,  "Old  Books," 
"Books  of  the  Old  Testament,"  involves  here  by  antithesis  a 
definite  written  New  Testament,  requires  us  to  say  a  few  words 
as  to  the  name  of  "  Testament "  as  applied  to  both  divisions  of  the 
Bible.  It  is  of  course  well  known  that  this  word  came  into  use 
originally  from  the  translation  of  the  Hebrew  word  "  covenant," 
or  compact  made  between  God  and  the  Israelites,3  in  the 
Septuagint  version,  by  the  Greek  word  Awi^^k?;,  which  in  a  legal 
sense  ^so  means  a  will  or  testament,^  and  that  word  is  adopted 
throughout  the  New  Testament.  5  The  Vulgate  translation, 
instead  of  retaining  the  original   Hebrew  signification,  translated 

'  It  must  be  said,  however,  that  Dr.  Westcott  merely  follows  and  exaggerates 
Lardner  here,  who  says :  **  From  this  passage  I  would  conclude  that  there 
was  then  also  a  volume  or  collection  of  books  called  the  New  Testament, 
containing  the  writings  of  Apostles  and  Apostolical  men  ;  but  we  cannot  from 
hence  infer  the  names  or  the  exact  number  of  those  books  **  ( Credibility^  etc. , 
Works y  ii.,  p.  148). 

=»  Eusebius,  H.  E.,  iv.  26.  3  Cf.  Exod.  xxiv.  7. 

•♦  The  legal  sense  of  8ia0iiK7j  as  a  Will  or  Testament  is  distinctly  intended  in 
Heb.  ix.  16.  **  For  where  a  Testament  {8ia0'/iKij)  is,  there  must  also  of  necessity 
be  the  death  of  the  testator  "  {BiadcfUpov).  The  same  word  SiaBi/fKij  is  employed 
throughout  the  whole  passa^je  (Heb.  ix.  15-23). 

5  2  Cor.  iii.  14;  Heb.  viii.  6-13,  xii.  24  ;  Rom.  ix.  4,  xi.  26-28  ;  Gal.  iii. 
14-17  ;  Ephes.  ii.  12,  etc. 
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the  word  in  the  Gospels  and  Epistles,  "  Testavientum"  and  ij 
TraXata  ^LaOyJKT]  became  "  Fe/us  TestaTtientum^^  instead  of  "  Vetus 
Fosdus"  and  whenever  the  word  occurs  in  the  English  version 
it  is  almost  invariably  rendered  "  Testament "  instead  of  covenant. 
The  expression  "  Book  of  the  Covenant,"  or  "  Testament,"  pi/S\os 
rrjs  8ui$7]Krfs,  frequently  occurs  in  the  LXX  version  of  the  Old 
Testament  and  its  Apocrypha/  and  in  Jeremiah  xxxi.  31-34^  the 
prophet  speaks  of  making  a  "new  covenant"  (Katvri  Sta^^K?/) 
with  the  house  of  Israel,  which  is  indeed  quoted  in  Hebrews  viii.  8. 
It  is  the  doctrinal  idea  of  the  new  covenant,  through  Christ  con- 
firming the  former  one  made  to  the  Israelites,  which  has  led  to  the 
distinction  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments.  Generally  the  Old 
Testament  was,  in  the  first  ages  of  Christianity,  indicated  by  the 
simple  expressions,  "The  Books  "  (ra  ^t^Ata),  "  Holy  Scriptures  " 
(i€^  y/[)a/bt/xaTa,3  or  ypa<\>aX  dy4at),4  or  "  The  Scriptures "  (at 
ypa<l>al)  ;5  but  the  preparation  for  the  distinction  of  "  Old 
Testament "  began  very  early  in  the  development  of  the  doc- 
trinal idea  of  the  New  Testament  of  Christ,  before  there  was 
any  part  of  the  New  Testament  books  written  at  all.  The 
expression  "New  Testament,"  derived  thus  antithetically  from 
the  "  Old  Testament,"  occurs  constantly  throughout  the  second 
part  of  the  Bible.  In  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  viii.  6-13,  the 
Mosaic  dispensation  is  contrasted  with  the  Christian,  and  Jesus  is 
called  the  Mediator  of  a  better  Testament  (SiaOrJKrj),^  The  first 
Testament,  not  being  faultless,  is  replaced  by  the  second,  and  the 
writer  quotes  the  passage  from  Jeremiah  to  which  we  have  referred 
regarding  a  New  Testament,  winding  up  his  argument  with  the 
words,  V.  13  :  "In  that  he  saith  a  new  (Testament)  he  hath  made 
the  first  old."  Again,  in  our  first  Gospel,  during  the  Last  Supper, 
Jesus  is  represented  as  saying  :  "  This  is  my  blood  of  the  New 
Testament "  (ttjs  Kaiinjs  BiaOrjKijs)  ;7  and  in  Luke  he  says : 
"  This  cup  is  the  New  Testament  (7;  Kaivr)  SuiOrJK'q)  in  my  blood. "^ 
There  is,  therefore,  a  very  distinct  reference  made  to  the  two 
Testaments  as  "  New"  and  "  Old,"  and  in  speaking  of  the  books  of 
the  Law  and  the  Prophets  as  the  "  Old  Books  "  and  "  Books  of  the 
Old  Testament,"  after  the  general  acceptance  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  as  the  New  Testament  or  Covenant,  there  was  no  anti- 
thetical implication  of  a  written  New  Testament,  but  a  mere 
reference  to  the  doctrinal  idea.  We  might  multiply  illustrations 
showing  how  ever-present  to  the  mind  of  the  early  Church  was  the 

*  Cf.  Exod.  xxiv.  7  ;  2  Chron.  xxxiv.  30 ;  2  Kings  xxiii.  2  ;  i  Maccab.  i.  57  J 
Sirach,  xxiv.  23,  etc. 

"  In  the  Septuagint  version,  xxxviii.  31-34. 

3  2  Tim.  iii.  15.  '*  Rom.  i.  2.  s  MaU.  xxii.  29. 

*  Cf.  ix.  15,  xii.  24.  7  Matt.  xxvi.  28.  ^  Luke  xxii.  2a 
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contrast  of  the  Mosaic  and  Christian  Covenants  as  Old  and  New. 
Two  more  we  may  venture  to  point  out.  In  Romans  ix,  4  and 
Gal.  iv.  24  the  two  Testaments  or  Covenants  (al  Svo  Sia^iccu), 
typified  by  Sinai  and  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  are  discussed,  and 
the  superiority  of  the  latter  asserted.  There  is,  however,  a 
passage  still  more  clear  and  decisive.  Paul  says  in  2  Corinthians 
iii.  6  :  "  Who  also  (God)  made  us  sufficient  to  be  ministers  of  the 
New  Testament  (Kixivr\%  StoBrJKijs),  not  of  the  letter,  but  of  the 
spirit "  (ov  ypdfifMT09  dXka  irvcvfrnros).  Why  does  not  Dr. 
Westcott  boldly  claim  this  as  evidence  of  a  definite  written  New 
Testament,  when  not  only  is  there  reference  to  the  name,  but  a 
distinction  drawn  between  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  it,  ftom  which 
an  apologist  might  make  a  telling  argument  ?  But,  proceeding  to 
contrast  the  glory  of  the  New  with  the  Old  dispensation,  the 
Apostle,  in  reference  to  the  veil  with  which  Moses  covered  his 
face,  says :  "  But  their  understandings  were  hardened :  for  until 
this  very  day  remaineth  the  same  veil  in  the  reading  of  the  Old 
Testament"  (hrl  tq  avayi/worci  vfj^  wakaias  Sio^io/s) ;'  and  as 
if  to  make  the  matter  still  clearer  he  repeats  in  the  next  verse : 
"  But  even  unto  this  day,  when  Moses  is  read,  the  veil  lieth  upon 
their  heart."  Now,  here  the  actual  reading  of  the  Old  Testament 
(wakaius  Sui$rJKr]s)  is  distinctly  mentioned,  and  the  expressicm, 
quite  as  aptly  as  that  of  Melito,  "implies  a  definite  New 
Testament,  a  written  antitype  to  the  Old  ";  but  even  Dr.  Westcott 
would  not  dare  to  suggest  that,  when  the  second  Epistle  to  the 
Corinthians  was  composed,  there  was  a  "definite  written  New 
Testament "  in  existence.  This  conclusively  shows  that  the  whole 
argument  from  Melito's  mention  of  the  books  of  the  Old 
Testament  is  absolutely  groundless. 

On  the  contrary,  the  first  general  designation  for  the  two 
portions  of  the  New  Testament  collection  was  "  The  Gospel " 
(ciViyycXiov,  «vayy€Xt»c<$v,  €uayy€A.t»ca^  and  "The  Apostle" 
(aTro(rroA.o9,  dTro<rToA.iKov,  owrooToA.t/ca),  in  contrast  with  the 
two  divisions  of  the  Old  Testament,  the  Law  and  the 
Prophets  (6  vofws,  ot  wpo<f>7]rai)  f  and  the  name  New 
Testament  occurs  for  the  very  first  time  in  the  third  century,  when 
TertuUian  called  the  collection  of  Christian  Scriptures  Novum 

*  Verse  14. 

»  Cf.  Irena'us,  Adv.  H(tr,y  i.  3,  §  6  ;  Clemens  Al.,  Strom.,  v.  5,  §  31  ; 
Tertullian,  De  Prascr.,  36;  Adv.  Marc,  iv.  2,  Apoiog.,  18;  Origen,  Hani. 
xix.  in  Jerem.  iii.,  p.  364.  The  Canon  of  Muratori  says  that  the  Pastor  of 
Ilermas  can  neither  be  classed  **  inter  Prophetas  fuque  inter  Apostolos.^^  In  a 
translation  of  the  Ctavis,  a  spurious  work  attributed  to  Melito  himself— and 
Dr.  Westcott  admits  it  to  be  spurious  (p.  198,  note  i) — the  Gospels  are  referred 
to  simply  by  the  formula  **in  evange/io,*^  and  the  Epistles  generally  **  f» 
apostoh.^ 
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Insirutnentum  and  Novum  Tesiatnentum,^  The  term  17  #ccuv^ 
BuxOt^ktj  is  not,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  applied  in  the  Greek  to 
the  "  New  Testament "  Scriptures  in  any  earlier  work  than  Origen's 
Z>e  PrincipiiSy  iv.  i.  It  was  only  in  the  second  half  of  the  third 
century  that  the  double  designation  t6  cmyycXiov  icai  6  (mtootoXos 
was  generally  abandoned. 

As  to  the  evidence  for  a  New  Testament  Canon,  which  Dr. 
Westcott  supposes  he  gains  by  his  unfounded  inference  from 
Melito's  expression,  we  may  judge  of  its  value  from  the  fact  that 
he  himself,  like  Lardner,  admits  :  "  But  there  is  little  evidence  in 
the  fragment  of  Melito  to  show  what  writings  he  would  have  in- 
cluded in  the  new  collection."*  Little  evidence  ?  There  is  none 
at  all. 

There  is,  however,  one  singular  and  instructive  point  in  this 
fragment  to  which  Dr.  Westcott  does  not  in  any  way  refer,  but 
which  well  merits  attention  as  illustrating  the  state  of  religious 
knowledge  at  that  time  and,  by  analogy,  giving  a  glimpse  of  the 
difficulties  which  beset  early  Christian  literature.  We  are  told  by 
Melito  that  Onesimus  had  frequently  urged  him  to  give  him  exact 
information  as  to  the  number  and  order  of  the  books  of  the  Old 
Testament,  and  to  have  extracts  made  for  him  from  them  con- 
cerning the  Saviour  and  the  faith.  Now,  it  is  apparent  that  Melito, 
though  a  Bishop,  was  not  able  to  give  the  desired  information 
regarding  the  number  and  order  of  the  books  of  the  Old 
Testament  himself,  but  that  he  had  to  make  a  journey  to  collect 
it.  If  this  was  the  extent  of  knowledge  possessed  by  the  Bishop 
of  Sardis  of  what  was  to  the  Fathers  the  only  Holy  Scripture,  how 
ignorant  his  flock  must  have  been,' and  how  unfitted,  both,  to  form 
any  critical  judgment  as  to  the  connection  of  Christianity  with  the 
Mosaic  dispensation.  The  formation  of  a  Christian  Canon  at  a 
period  when  such  ignorance  was  not  only  possible  but  generally 
prevailed,  and  when  the  zeal  of  believers  led  to  the  composition  of 
such  a  mass  of  pseudonymic  and  other  literature,  in  which  every 
consideration  of  correctness  and  truth  was  subordinated  to  a 
childish  desire  for  edification,  must  have  been  slow  indeed  and 
uncertain  ;  and  in  such  an  age  fortuitous  circumstances  must  have 
mainly  led  to  the  canonisation  or  actual  loss  of  many  a  work.  So 
far  from  affording  any  evidence  of  the  existence  of  a  New 
Testament  Canon,  the  fragment  of  Melito  only  shows  the  igno- 
rance of  the  Bishop  of  Sardis  as  to  the  Canon  even  of  the  Old 
Testament. 

We  have  not  yet  finished  with  Melito  in  connection  with  Dr. 

»  Adv.  Prax.y  15,  20;  Adv.  Marc,  iv.  i.  He  says  in  the  latter  place 
**  imtrummti,''  referring  to  Old  and  New  Testaments,  **  w/,  quod  magis  usui 
est  dicere,  testamentV* 

»  On  the  Canm,  p.  194. 
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Westcott,  however,  and  it  is  necessary  to  follow  him  further  in 
order  fully  to  appreciate  the  nature  of  the  evidence  for  the  New 
Testament  Canon,  which,  in  default  of  better,  he  is  obliged  to 
offer.  Eusebius  gives  a  list  of  the  works  of  Melito  which  have 
come  to  his  knowledge,  and,  in  addition  to  the  fragment  already 
quoted,  he  extracts  a  brief  passage  from  Melito's  work  on  the 
Passover,  and  some  much  longer  quotations  from  his  Apology ^  to 
which  we  have  in  passing  referred.'  With  these  exceptions,  none 
of  Melito*s  writings  are  now  extant.  Dr.  Cureton,  however,  has 
published  a  Syriac  version,  with  translation,  of  a  so-called  Oration 
of  Meliton,  the  Philosopher^  who  was  in  the  Presence  of  Antoninus 
Ccesar^  together  with  five  other  fragments  attributed  to  Melito." 
With  regard  to  this  Syriac  Oration,  Dr.  Westcott  says  :  "  Though, 
a  it  be  entire,  it  is  not  the  Apology  with  which  Eusebius  was 
acquainted,  the  general  character  of  the  writing  leads  to  the  belief 
that  it  is  a  genuine  book  of  Melito  of  Sardis  'V  and  he  proceeds 
to  treat  it  as  authentic.  In  the  first  place,  we  have  so  little  of 
Melito's  genuine  compositions  extant  that  it  is  hazardous  indeed 
to  draw  any  positive  deduction  from  the  "  character  of  the  writing." 
Cureton,  Bunsen,  and  others,  maintain  that  this  Apology  is  not  a 
fragment ;  and  it  cannot  be  the  work  mentioned  by  Eusebius,  for 
it  does  not  contain  the  quotations  from  the  authentic  Orations 
which  he  has  preserved,  and  which  are  considerable.  It  is,  how- 
ever, clear,  from  the  substance  of  the  composition,  that  it  cannot 
have  been  spoken  before  the  Emperor ;  and,  moreover,  it  has  in 
no  way  the  character  of  an  "  apology,"  for  there  is  not  a  single 
word  in  it  about  either  Christianity  or  Christians.  There  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  it  is  not  a  genuine  work  of  Melito.  There 
is  no  ground  for  supposing  that  he  wrote  two  Apologies,  nor 
IS  this  ascribed  to  him  upon  any  other  ground  than  the 
inscription  of  an  unknown  Syriac  writer.  This,  however,  is  not 
the  only  spurious  work  attributed  to  Melito.  Of  this  work  Dr. 
Westcott  says  :  "  Like  other  Apologies,  this  oration  contains  only 
indirect  references  to  the  Christian  Scriptures.  The  allusions  in 
it  to  the  Gospels  are  extremely  rare,  and,  except  so  far  as  they  show 
the  influence  of  St.  John^s  writings,  of  no  special  interest."^  It 
would  have  been  more  correct  to  have  said  that  there  are  no 
allusions  in  it  to  the  Gospels  at  all 

Dr.  Westcott  is  somewhat  enthusiastic  in  speaking  of  Melito 
and  his  literary  activity  as  evinced  in  the  titles  of  his  works 
recorded  by  Eusebius,  and  he  quotes  a  fragment,  said  to  be  from 


'  Euseb.,  H,E,y  iv.  26. 

^  Spicilegium  Syriacum,  1855,  pp.  41-56;  Pitra,  Spicil.  Solesm.,  1855,  ii. 
Proleg.y  xxxviii.  f. 

3  On  the  Canon,  p.  194.  *  lb,,  p.  194. 
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a  treatise,  On  Faiths  amongst  these  Syriac  remains,  and  which  he 
considers  to  be  "  a  very  striking  expansion  of  the  early  historic 
creed  of  the  Church."'  As  usual,  we  shall  give  the  entire  frag- 
ment : — 

"  We  have  made  collections  from  the  Law  and  the  Prophets  relative  to  those 
things  which  have  been  declared  respecting  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  we 
may  prove  to  your  love  that  he  is  perfect  Reason,  the  Word  of  God  ;  who  was 
begotten  before  the  light ;  who  was  Creator  together  with  the  Father  ;  who 
was  the  Fashioner  of  man  ;  who  was  all  in  all ;  who  among  the  Patriarchs  was 
Patriarch ;  who  in  the  Law  was  the  Law ;  among  the  Priests  chief  Priest ; 
among  Kings  Governor  ;  among  the  Prophets  the  Prophet ;  among  the  Angels 
Archangel ;  in  the  voice  the  Word  ;  among  Spirits  Spirit ;  in  the  Father  the 
Son ;  in  God  the  King  for  ever  and  ever.  For  this  was  he  who  was  Pilot 
to  Noah  ;  who  conducted  Abraham  ;  who  was  bound  with  Isaac  ;  who  was  in 
exile  with  Jacob ;  who  was  sold  with  Joseph  ;  who  was  captain  with  Moses  ; 
who  was  the  Divider  of  the  inheritance  with  Jesus  the  son  of  Nun  ;  who  in 
David  and  the  Prophets  foretold  his  own  sufferings  ;  who  was  incarnate  in  the 
Virgin  ;  who  was  bom  at  Bethlehem  ;  who  was  wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes 
in  tne  manger ;  who  was  seen  of  shepherds  ;  who  was  glorified  of  angels  ;  who 
was  worshipped  by  the  Magi ;  who  was  pointed  out  by  John  ;  who  assembled 
the  Apostles ;  who  preached  the  kingdom  ;  who  healed  the  maimed  ;  who  gave 
light  to  the  blind  ;  who  raised  the  dead  ;  who  appeared  in  the  Temple  ;  who 
was  not  believed  by  the  people  ;  who  was  betrayed  by  Judas  ;  who  was  laid 
hold  of  by  the  priests ;  who  was  condemned  by  Pilate  ;  who  was  pierced  in 
the  flesh  ;  who  was  hanged  upon  the  tree  ;  who  was  buried  in  the  earth  ;  who 
rose  from  the  dead  ;  who  appeared  to  the  Apostles ;  who  ascended  to  heaven  ; 
who  sitteth  on  the  right  hano  of  the  Father  ;  who  is  the  Rest  of  those  who  are 
departed  ;  the  Recoverer  of  those  who  are  lost ;  the  Light  of  those  who  are  in 
darkness  ;  the  Deliverer  of  those  who  are  captives ;  the  Finder  of  those  who 
have  gone  astray  ;  the  Refuge  of  the  afflicted  ;  the  Bridegroom  of  the  Church  ; 
the  Charioteer  of  the  Cherubim  ;  the  Captain  of  the  Angels ;  God  who  is  of 
God  ;  the  Son  who  is  of  the  Father  ;  Jesus  Christ,  the  King  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen."' 

Dr.  Westcott  commences  his  commentary  upon  this  passage 
with  the  remark :  "  No  writer  could  state  the  fundamental  truths 
of  Christianity  more  unhesitatingly,  or  quote  the  Scriptures  of  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments  with  more  perfect  confidence."^  We 
need  not  do  more  than  remark  that  there  is  not  a  single  quotation 
in  the  fragment,  and  that  there  is  not  a  single  one  of  tibe  references 
to  Gospel  history  or  to  ecclesiastical  dogmas  which  might  not 
have  been  derived  from  the  Epistles  of  Paul,  from  any  of  the 
forms  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,  the  Protevangelium 
of  James,  or  from  many  other  apocryphal  Gospels,  or  the  oral 
teaching  of  the  Chiwch.  It  is  singular,  however,  that  the  only 
hint  which  Dr.  Westcott  gives  of  the  more  than  doubtful  authen- 
ticity of  this  fragment  consists  of  the  introductory  remark,  after 

'  On  the  CanoHt  p.  196. 

*  Cureton,  Spkil.  SyriacuMy  p.  53  f.  ;   Pitra,  Spicil.  SoUsm.^  ii.  Proieg.  lix. 
f. ;  Westcott,  On  the  Canon,  p.  196  f. 
^  On  (he  Canon,  p.  197. 
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alluding  to  the  titles  of  his  genuine  and  supposititious  writings : 
"  Of  these  multifarious  writings  very  few  fragments  remain  in  the 
original  Greek,  but  the  general  tone  of  them  is  so  decided  in  its 
theological  character  as  to  go  far  to  establish  the  genuineness  of 
those  which  are  preserved  in  the  Syriac  translation,"' 

Now,  the  fragment  On  Faith  which  has  just  been  quoted  is  one 
of  the  five  Syriac  pieces  of  Dr.  Cureton  to  which  we  have  referred, 
and  which  even  apologists  agree  "cannot  be  regarded  as  genuine."* 
It  is  well  known  that  there  were  other  writers  in  the  early  Church 
bearing  the  names  of  Melito  and  Miletius  or  Meletius,  which  were 
frequently  confounded.  Of  these  five  Syriac  fragments  one  bears 
the  superscription,  "Of  Meliton,  Bishop  of  the  city  of  Attica," 
and  another,  "Of  the  holy  Meliton,  Bishop  of  Utica  ";  and  Cureton 
himself  evidently  leant  to  the  opinion  that  they  are  not  by  our 
Melito,  but  by  a  Meletius  or  Melitius,  Bishop  of  Sebastopolis  in 
Pontus.3  The  third  fragment  is  said  to  be  taken  from  a  discourse. 
On  the  Cross^  which  was  unknown  to  Eusebius,  and  from  its 
doctrinal  peculiarities  was  probably  written  after  his  time.^  Another 
fragment  purports  to  be  from  a  work  on  the  Soul  and  Body ;  and 
the  last  one  from  the  treatise  On  Faith^  which  we  are  discussing. 
The  last  two  works  are  mentioned  by  Eusebius,  but  these  frag- 
ments, besides  coming  in  such  suspicious  company,  must  for  other 
reasons  be  pronounced  spurious,  s  They  have  in  fact  no  attesta- 
tion whatever  except  that  of  the  Syriac  translator,  who  is  unknown, 
and  which  therefore  is  worthless;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
whole  style  and  thought  of  the  fragments  are  unlike  anything  else 
of  Melito's  time,  and  clearly  indicate  a  later  stage  of  theological 
development.^  Moreover,  in  the  Mechitarist  Library  at  Venice 
there  is  a  shorter  version  of  the  same  passage  in  a  Syriac  MS., 
and  an  Armenian  version  of  the  extract  as  given  above,  with  some 
variation  of  the  opening  lines,  in  both  of  which  the  passage  is 
distinctly  ascribed  to  Irenseus.^  Besides  the  Oration  and  the  five 
Syriac  fragments,  there  are  two  other  works  extant  falsely  attributed 
to  Melito,  one,  De  Transitu  Virginis  MaricB^  describing  the 
miraculous  presence  of  the  Apostles  at  the  death  of  Mary  f  and 
the  other,  De  Actibus  Joannis  ApostoU^  relates  the  history  of 
miracles  performed  by  the  Apostle  John.  Both  are  universally 
admitted  to  be  spurious,  as  are  a  few  other  fragments  also  bearing 

'  On  the  Canofiy  p.  196. 

'  Donaldson,  Hist,  Chr,  Lit.  and  Doctr,^  iii.,  p.  236  ;  cf,  Sanday,  Gospels 
in  Sec.  Cent.^  p.  245.  3  SpiciL  Syriac.,  p.  96  f. 

■♦  Donaldson,  Hist.  Chr.  Lit.  and Doctr.,  iii.,  p.  237. 

5  lb.,  iii.,  p.  227.  ^  lb.,  iii.,  p.  236. 

7  They  are  given  by  Pitra,  Spicil.  Solesm.,  i.,  p.  3  f. 

^  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  Virgin  is  introduced  into  all  these  fragments 
in  a  manner  quite  foreign  to  the  period  at  which  Melito  lived. 
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his  name.  Melito  did  not  escape  from  the  falsification  to  which 
many  of  his  more  distinguished  predecessors  and  contemporaries 
were  victims,  through  the  literary  activity  and  unscrupulous 
religious  zeal  of  the  first  three  or  four  centuries  of  our  era. 

Very  little  is  known  regarding  Claudius  Apollinaris,  to  whom 
we  must  now  for  a  moment  turn.  Eusebius  informs  us  that  he 
was  Bishop  of  Hierj^lis,'  and  in  this  he  is  supported  by  the 
fragment  of  a  letter  of  Serapion,  Bishop  of  Antioch,  preserved  to 
us  by  him,  which  refers  to  Apollinaris  as  the  "  most  blessed."* 
Tischendorf,  without  any  precise  date,  sets  him  down  as  contem- 
porary with  Tatian  and  Theophilus  (the  latter  of  whom,  he  thinks, 
wrote  his  work  addressed  to  Autolycus  about  a.d.  i8o-i8i).3 
Eusebius^  mentions  that,  like  his  somewhat  earlier  contemporary, 
Melito  of  Sardis,  Apollinaris  presented  an  "Apology"  to  the 
Emperor  Marcus  Antoninus,  and  he  gives  us  further  materials  for  a 
dates  by  stating  that  Claudius  Apollinaris,  probably  in  his  Apology, 
refers  to  the  miracle  of  the  "  Thundering  Legion,"  which  is  said 
to  have  occurred  during  the  war  of  Marcus  Antoninus  against  the 
Marcomanni  in  a.d.  174.^  The  date  of  his  writings  may,  therefore, 
mth  moderation,  be  fixed  between  a.d.  177-180. 

Eusebius  and  others  mention  various  works  composed  by  him,7 
none  of  which,  however,  are  extant ;  and  we  have  only  to  deal 
with  two  brief  fragments  in  connection  with  the  Paschal  con- 
troversy, which  are  ascribed  to  Appollinaris  in  the  Paschal 
Chronicle  of  Alexandria.  This  controversy  as  to  the  day  upon 
which  the  Christian  Passover  should  be  celebrated  broke  out 
about  A.D.  170,  and  long  continued  to  divide  the  Church.  In  the 
preface  to  the  Paschal  Chronicle^  a  work  of  the  seventh  century, 
the  unknown  chronicler  says :  "  Now,  even  Apollinaris,  the  most 
holy  Bishop  of  Hierapolis,  in  Asia,  who  lived  near  apostolic 
times,  taught  the  like  things  in  his  work  on  the  Passover,  saying 

'  11,  E.,  iv.  21,  26.  «  lb.,  V.  19. 

3  Wann  wurdtn,  u,  s.  w.,  p.  16,  anm.  i. 
*  If,  £.,  iv.  26,  27  ;  cf.  Hieron.,  De  Vir,  III,,  26. 

5  Eusebius  himself  sets  him  down  in  his  Chronicle  as  flourishing  in  the 
eleventh  year  of  Marcus,  or  a.d.  171,  a  year  later  than  he  dates  Melito. 
^  Eusebius,  H.  E,,\,  ^\   Moshiem,  Inst,  Hist,  Eccles,,  book  i.,  cent,  ii., 

girt  i.,  ch.  i.,  §  9.  Apollinaris  states  that,  in  consequence  of  this  miracle,  the 
mperor  had  b^towed  upon  the  Legion  the  name  of  the  **  Thundering 
Legion."  We  cannot  here  discuss  this  subject,  but  the  whole  story  illustrates 
the  rapidity  with  which  a  fiction  is  magnified  into  truth  by  religious  zeal, 
and  is  surrounded  by  false  circumstantial  evidence.  Cf.  Tertullian,  Apol,  5, 
ad  Scaptdam,  4  ;  Dion  Cassius,  lib,  55  ;  Scaliger,  Animadv,  in  Euseb,, 
p.  223  f. 

7  Eusebius,  H,  E,,  iv.  27  ;  cf.  26,  v.  19 ;  Hieron.,  Vir,  III,,  26  ;  Theodoret, 
Har,  Fab,,  ii.  21,  iii.  2 ;  Photius,  Bibliotk,  Cod,  14. 
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thus :  *  There  are  some,  however,  who,  through  ignorance,  raise 
contentions  regarding  these  matters  in  a  way  which  should  be 
pardoned,  for  ignorance  does  not  admit  of  accusation,  but  requires 
instruction.  And  they  say  that  the  Lord,  together  with  his  dis- 
ciples, ate  the  sheep  (to  wpofSarov)  on  the  14th  Nisan,  but  him- 
self suffered  on  the  great  day  of  unleavened  bread.  And  they 
state  {BiTjyovvTai)  that  Matthew  says  precisely  what  they  have 
understood  ;  hence  their  understanding  of  it  is  at  variance  with 
the  law,  and,  according  to  them,  the  Gospels  seem  to  contradict 
each  other.' "'  The  last  sentence  is  interpreted  as  pointing  out 
that  the  first  synoptic  Gospel  is  supposed  to  be  at  variance  with 
our  fourth  Gospel.  This  fragment  is  claimed  by  Tischendorf"  and 
others  as  evidence  of  the  general  acceptance,  at  that  time,  both 
of  the  Synoptics  and  the  fourth  Gospel.  Dr.  Westcott,  with 
obvious  exaggeration,  says  :  "  The  Gospels  are  evidently  quoted  as 
books  certainly  known  and  recognised ;  their  authority  is  placed 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  Old  Testament."^  The  Gospels  are 
referred  to  merely  for  the  settlement  of  the  historical  fact  as  to  the 
day  on  which  the  last  Passover  had  been  eaten,  a  narrative  of 
which  they  contained. 

There  are,  however,  very  grave  reasons  for  doubting  the 
authenticity  of  the  two  fragments  ascribed  to  Apollinaris,  and 
we  must  mention  that  these  doubts  are  much  less  those  of 
German  critics,  who  either  do  not  raise  the  question  at  all 
or  hastily  dispose  of  it,  than  doubts  entertained  by  orthodox 
apologists,  who  see  little  ground  for  accepting  them  as  genuine.^ 
Eusebius,  who  gives  a  catalogue  of  the  works  of  Apollinaris  which 
had  reached  him,5  was  evidently  not  acquainted  with  any  writing  of 
his  on  the  Passover.  It  is  argued,  however,  that  "there  is  not  any 
sufficient  ground  for  doubting  the  genuineness  of  these  fragments 
On  Easier^  in  the  fact  that  Eusebius  mentions  no  such  book  by 
Apollinaris."^  It  is  quite  true  that  Eusebius  does  not  pretend  to 
give  a  complete  list  of  these  works,  but  merely  says  that  there  are 
many  preserved  by  many,  and  that  he  mentions  those  with  which 
he  had  met.7     At  the  same  time,  entering  with  great  interest,  as 

'  Prctfat.  Chron,  Pasch,  sive  Alex.  ed.  Ducange,  p.  6 ;  Roath,  Reliq.  S(ur. , 
i.,  p.  ITO. 

»  Wann  wurden^  u.  j.  w.,  p.  18.  ^  On  the  Catum^  p.  199. 

*  Donaldson,  Hist,  Chr.  Lit,  and  Doctr.^  iii.,  p.  247  f.  ;  Lardner,  Credi- 
Inlityy  etc.^  Works ^  1788,  ii., p.  29JS ;  Tillemont,  M^m,  Hist,  £ccles. yily  pt.  iii., 
p.  91  ;  cf.  Neander,  A^.  G,  1042,  i.,  p.  513,  anm.  i. 

5  H.  £.,  iv.  27. 

^  Westcott,  On  the  Canon^  p.  198,  note  3;  cf.  Baur,  Uniers,  kan,  Ew,<, 
p.  340  f.  This  is  the  only  remark  which  Dr.  Westcott  makes  as  to  any  doubt 
of  the  authenticity  of  these  fragments.  Tischendorf  does  not  mention  a  doubt 
at  all. 

7  H,  E,y  iv.  27. 
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he  does,  into  the  Paschal  controversy,  and  acquainted  with  the 
principal  writings  on  the  subject,'  it  would  indeed  have  been 
strange  had  he  not  met  with  the  treatise  itself,  or  at  least  with 
some  notice  of  it  in  the  works  of  others.  Eusebius  gives  an 
account  of  the  writings  of  Melito  and  Apollinaris  together.  He 
was  acquainted  with  the  work  of  Melito  on  the  Passover,  and 
quotes  it,^  and  it  is  extremely  improbable  that  he  could  have  been 
ignorant  of  a  treatise  by  his  distinguished  contemporary  on  the  same 
subject  had  he  actually  written  one.  Not  only,  however,  does 
Eusebius  seem  to  know  nothing  of  his  having  composed  such  a 
work,  but  neither  do  Theodoret,3  Jerome,^  nor  Photius,5  who  refer 
to  his  writings,  mention  it ;  and  we  cannot  suppose  that  it  was 
referred  to  in  the  lost  works  of  Irenjeus  or  Clement  of  Alexandria 
on  the  Passover.  Eusebius,  who  (juotes  from  them,^  would  in 
that  case  have  i)robably  mentioned  the  fact,  as  he  does  the 
statement  by  Clement  regarding  Melito's  work,  or  at  least  would 
have  been  aware  of  the  existence  of  such  a  writing,  and  alluded  to 
it  when  speaking  of  the  works  of  Apollinaris. 

This  silence  is  equally  significant  whether  we  regard  Apollinaris 
as  a  Quartodeciman  or  as  a  supporter  of  the  views  of  Victor  and 
the  Church  of  Rome.  On  the  one  hand,  Eusebius  states  that 
"all  the  churches  of  Asia "7  kept  the  14th  Nisan,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  believe  that,  had  Apollinaris  differed  from  this  practice  and, 
more  especially,  had  he  written  against  it,  the  name  of  so  eminent 
an  exception  would  not  have  been  mentioned.  The  views  of  the 
Bishop  of  Hierapolis,  as  a  prominent  representative  of  the  Asiatic 
Church,  must  have  been  quoted  in  many  controversial  works  on 
the  subject,  and  even  if  the  writing  itself  had  not  come  into  their 
hands,  Eusebius  and  others  could  scarcely  fail  to  become  indirectly 
acquainted  with  it.  On  the  other  hand,  supposing  Apollinaris  to 
have  been  a  Quartodeciman,  whilst  the  ignorance  of  Eusebius  and 
others  regarding  any  contribution  by  him  to  the  discussion  is 
scarcely  less  remarkable,  it  is  still  more  surprising  that  no  allusion 
is  made  to  him  by  Polycrates^  when  he  names  so  many  less 
distinguished  men  of  Asia,  then  deceased,  who  kept  the  14th 
Nisan,  such  as  Thaseas  of  Eumenia,  Sagoris  of  Laodicea,  Papirius 
of  Sardis,  and  the  seven  Bishops  of  his  kindred,  not  to  mention 
Polycarp  of  Smyrna  and  the  Apostles  Philip  and  John.  He  also 
cites  Melito  of  Sardis  :  why  does  he  not  refer  to  Apollinaris  of 
Hierapolis  ?  If  it  be  argued  that  he  was  still  living,  then  why 
does  Eusebius  not  mention  him  amongst  those  who  protested 
against  the  measures  of  Victor  of  Rome  ?9 

'  Eusebius,  H,  E.,  v.  23,  24.  '  lb.,  iv.  26. 

3  Haret.  Fab.,  ii.  21,  iii.  2.  *   Vir.  III.  26. 

5  Biblioth.  Cod.,  14.  ^  H.  E.,  v.  24,  iv.  26;  cf.  vi.  13. 

7  lb.,  V.  23.  ®  lb.,  V.  24.  9  lb.,  v.,  23,  24. 
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There  has  been  much  discussion  as  to  the  view  taken 
by  the  writer  of  these  fragments,  Hilgenfeld  and  others* 
maintaining  that  he  is  opposed  to  the  Quartodeciman  party.  Into 
this  it  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  enter,  as  our  contention  simply 
is  that  in  no  case  can  the  authenticity  of  the  fragments  be 
established.  Supposing  them,  however,  to  be  directed  against 
those  who  kept  the  14th  Nisan,  how  can  it  be  credited  that  this 
isolated  convert  to  the  views  of  Victor  and  the  Roman  Church 
could  write  of  so  vast  and  distinguished  a  majority  of  the  Churches 
of  Asia,  including  Polycarp  and  Melito,  as  "  some  who  through 
ignorance  raised  contentions"  on  the  point,  when  they  really 
raised  no  new  contention  at  all,  but,  as  Polycrates  represented, 
followed  the  tradition  handed  down  to  them  from  their  fiathers, 
and  authorised  by  the  practice  of  the  Apostle  John  himself ! 

None  of  his  contemporaries  nor  writers  about  his  own  time 
seem  to  have  known  that  Apollinaris  wrote  any  work  from  which 
these  fragments  can  have  been  taken,  and  there  is  absolutely  no 
independent  evidence  that  he  ever  took  any  part  in  the  Paschal  con- 
troversy at  all.  The  only  ground  we  have  for  attributing  these 
fragments  to  him  is  the  preface  to  the  Paschal  Chronicle  of 
Alexandria,  written  by  an  unknown  author  of  the  seventh  century 
some  five  hundred  years  after  the  time  of  Apollinaris,  whose 
testimony  has  rightly  been  described  as  "  worth  almost  nothing."' 
Most  certainly  many  passages  preserved  by  him  are  inauthentic, 
and  generally  allowed  to  be  so. 3  The  two  fragments  have  by 
some  been  conjecturally  ascribed  to  Pierius  of  Alexandria,  a  writer 
of  the  third  century,  who  composed  a  work  on  Easter ;  but  there 
is  no  evidence  on  the  point.  In  any  case,  there  is  such 
exceedingly  slight  reason  for  attributing  these  fragments  to 
Claudius  Apollinaris,  and  so  many  strong  grounds  for  believing 
that  he  cannot  have  written  them,  that  they  have  no  materisd 
value  as  evidence  for  the  antiquity  of  the  Gospels. 

We  know  little  or  nothing  of  Athenagoras.  He  is  not 
mentioned  by  Eusebius,  and  our  only  information  regarding  him 
is  derived  from  a  fragment  of  Philip  Sidetes,  a  writer  of  the  fifth 
century,  first  published  by  Dodwell.^  Philip  states  that  he  was 
the  first  leader  of  the  school  of  Alexandria  during  the  time  of 
Hadrian  and  Antoninus,  to  the  latter  of  whom  he  addressed  his 

»  Hilgenfeld,  Der  Paschastreit^  i860,  p.  255  f.;  Baur,  ^.(7.,  i.,  p.  157; 
Davidson,  /«/.  N.  T.,  ii.,  p.  406  f. 

'  Donaldson,  Hist,  Chr.  Lit,  and  Doctr,^  iiL,  p.  247  ;  Lardner,  Credibility^ 
etc.,  Works ^  ii.,  p.  296. 

3  Dr.  Donaldson  rightly  calls  a  fragment  in  the  Chronicle  ascribed  to  Melito, 
" unqaestionably  sparious "  {Hist.  Chr,  Lit.  and Doctr.^  iiL,  p.  231). 

*  Append  ad  Diss,  Iren,,  p.  488.  The  extract  from  Philip's  History  \s 
made  Dy  an  unknown  author. 
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Apology;  and  he  further  says  that  Clement  of  Alexandria  was  his 
disciple,  and  that  Pantaenus  was  the  disciple  of  Clement.  Part  of 
this  statement  we  know  to  be  erroneous,  and  the  Christian 
History  of  Phihp,  from  which  the  fragment  is  taken,  is  very 
slightingly  spoken  of  both  by  Socrates'  and  Photius.^  No 
reliance  can  be  placed  upon  this  information. 

The  only  works  ascribed  to  Athenagoras  are  an  Apology — 
called  an  Embassy,  wp&r/Seia — bearing  the  inscription  :  "  The 
Embassy  of  Athenagoras  the  Athenian,  a  philosopher  and  a 
Christian,  concerning  Christians,  to  the  Emperors  Marcus 
Aurelius  Antoninus  and  Lucius  Aurelius  Commodus,  Armeniaci 
Sarmatici  and,  above  all,  philosophers  " ;  and  further,  a  Treatise  : 
On  the  Resurrection  of  the  Dead,  A  quotation  from  the 
Apology  by  Methodius  in  his  work  on  the  Resurrection  of  the 
Body  is  preserved  by  Epiphanius^  and  Photius,^  and  this,  the 
mention  by  Philip  Sidetes,  and  the  inscription  by  an  unknown 
hand  just  quoted,  are  all  the  evidence  we  possess  regarding  the 
Apology.  We  have  no  evidence  at  all  regarding  the  treatise  on 
the  Resurrection,  beyond  the  inscription.  The  authenticity  of 
neither  therefore  stands  on  very  sure  grounds.  The  address  of 
the  Apology  and  internal  evidence  furnished  by  it,  into  which  we 
need  not  go,  show  that  it  could  not  have  been  written  before  a.d. 
176-177,  the  date  assigned  to  it  by  most  critics,  although  there 
are  many  reasons  for  dating  it  some  years  later. 

In  the  six  lines  which  Tischendorf  devotes  to  Athenagoras,  he 
says  that  the  Apology  contains  "  several  quotations  from  Matthew 
and  Luke,"5  without,  however,  indicating  them.  In  the  very 
few  sentences  which  Dr.  Westcott  vouchsafes  to  him,  he  says  : 
"  Athenagoras  quotes  the  words  of  our  Lord  as  they  stand  in  St. 
Matthew  four  times,  and  appears  to  allude  to  passages  in  St.  Mark 
and  St.  John,  but  he  nowhere  mentions  the  name  of  an 
Evangelist."^  Here  the  third  Synoptic  is  not  mentioned.  In 
another  place  he  says  :  "  Athenagoras  at  Athens  and  Theophilus 
at  Antioch  make  use  of  the  same  books  generally,  and  treat 
them  with  the  same  respect ";  and  in  a  note :  "  Athenagoras 
quotes  the  Gospels  of  St.  Matthew  and  St.  John."7  Here  it  will 
be  observed  that  also  the  Gospel  of  Mark  is  quietly  dropped  out 
of  sight,  but  still  the  positive  manner  in  which  it  is  asserted  that 
Athenagoras  quotes  from  "  the  Gospel  of  St.  Matthew,^'  without 
further  explanation,  is  calculated  to  mislead.  We  shall  refer  to 
each  of  the  supposed  quotations. 

Athenagoras  not  only  does  not  mention  any  Gospel,  but 
singularly  enough  he  never  once  introduces  the  name  of  "  Christ " 

'  H.  A\,  vii.  27.  »  Bibl,  Cod,,  xxxv.,  p.  21.  3  Jfar.,  Ixiv.  21. 

*  BibL  Cod.,  ccxxxiv.,  p.  908.  s  Wann  wurdetiy  u.  5.  w.,  p.  19. 

^  On  the  Canon,  p.  103.  7  /j.,  p.  304,  and  note  2. 
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into  the  works  ascribed  to  him,  and  all  the  "  words  of  the  Lord  " 
referred  to  are  introduced  simply  by  the  indefinite  "he  says,"  <iyrj<riy 
and  without  any  indication  whatever  of  a  written  source.  The 
only  exception  to  this  is  an  occasion  on  which  he  puts  into  the 
mouth  of  "  the  Logos  "  a  saying  which  is  not  found  in  any  of  our 
Gospels.  The  first  passage  to  which  Dr.  Westcott  alludes  is  the 
following,  which  we  contrast  with  the  supposed  parallel  in  the 
Gospel : — 

Athenagoras.  1  Matt.  v.  39-4a 

For  we  have   learnt  not  only  not  i      But  I  say  unto  you :  that  ye  resbt 


not  evil :  but  whosoever  shall  smite 
thee  on  thy  right  cheek  (<re  pawLaei  iwl 
T^u  de^tdr  <rov  aiaydya)  turn  to  him  the 
other  also.  And  if  any  man  be  minded 
to  sue  thee  at  the  law  {Kpidifwat)  and 
take  away  (Xa^eiy)  thy  coat,  let  him 
have  (40csai>Ty)  thy  cloak  also.' 


to  render  a  blow,  nor  to  go  to  law 
{SiK(i^€<r0cu)  with  those  who  spoil  and 
plunder  us,  but  even  to  those  who 
should  strike  (us)  on  one  side  of 
the  forehead  (/card  K6fi^s  TpoairrjXa' 
kL^uhti)  to  offer  for  a  blow  the  other 
side  of  the  head  also ;  and  to  those 
who  should  take  away  {AipaipoiyTo) 
the  coat,  to  give  also  {^iridtidpai)  the 
cloak  besides.' 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  imagine  a  greater  difference  in  language 
conveying  a  similar  idea  than  that  which  exists  between  Athena- 
goras and  the  first  Gospel,  and  the  parallel  passage  in  Luke  is  in 
many  respects  still  more  distant.  No  echo  of  the  words  in 
Matthew  has  lingered  in  the  ear  of  the  writer,  for  he  employs 
utterly  different  phraseology  throughout,  and  nothing  can  be  more 
certain  than  the  fact  that  there  is  not  a  linguistic  trace  in  it  of 
acquaintance  with  our  Synoptics. 

The  next  passage  which  is  referred  to  is  as  follows  : — 
Athenagoras.  j  Matt.  v.  44-45. 

What,  then,  are  those  precepts  in  j 
which  we  are  instructed  ?  I 

I   say  unto  vou :    love    your  j      But   I   say  unto    you,   Love    your 
enemies,  bless  them  that  curse,  ,  enemies,  bless  them  that  curse  you,* 

do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and 
pray  for  them  that  persecute  you  ;  that  |  pray  for  them  that^  persecute  you  : 
ye  may  be  sons  of  your  Father  which  <  That  ye  may  be  sons  of  your  Father 
is  in  the  heavens  who  (^s)  maketh  his  |  which  is  in  heaven:  for(8rt)hemaketh 
sun,  etc.3  {  his  sun,  etc.^ 

*  Legatiofi  pro  Christ icuiisy  §  I.  '  Matt.  v.  39,  40;  cf.  Luke  vi.  29. 

3  A^«  vfuv  'A7airdrc  T(H>y  ix^P^^  vfiCoy,  €i)Xo7c?tc  roi^s  KarapwiiivovSf 
Tpoac&xeffOe  inrkp  rQy  bnaKivTiov  {rfiaSf  Stus  yivTfffSe  viol  toG  Ilarpds  vfi&if  rod 
iw  Tois  oitpavoUy  8?  rbw  ffKiov  airrw  draxAXet,  ic.r.X.     Leg.  Pro.  Christ,  ^  §  il. 

*  The  expressions,  ciXoyclTe  rods  KarapvfUvovs  u/tas,  koXcos  xotetre  rods 
fuffwrrai  if/iaSf  **  bless  them  that  curse  you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you," 
are  omitted  from  some  of  the  oldest  MSS.,  but  we  do  not  know  any  in  which 
the  first  of  these  two  doubtful  phrases  is  retained,  as  in  Athenagoras,  and  the 
**  ^o  go^  ^o  them  that  hate  you  "  is  omitted. 

5  Tlie  phrase,  ^mypeaf^rrwr  ^/mij,  "  despitefiilly  use  you,"  is  omitted  from 
many  anaent  codices. 

*  £70?  5i  \iy<a  iffuWy  d7airar«  roin  ix^P*^  biM»  Kal  Tpoff€i6x€ir$€  inrip  Hop 
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The  same  idea  is  continued  in  the  next  chapter,  in  which  the 
following  passage  occurs  : — 

ATHENAGORAS.  MaTT.  V.  46. 

For  if  ye  love  (dyaxare),  he  says,  For  if  ye  should  love  [dyaiHfarfTe) 

{^<ri)  them  which  love,  and  lend  to  them   which   love  you,  what   reward 

them  which  lend  to  you,  what  reward  have  ye  f 
shall  ye  have  r" 

There  is  no  parallel  at  all  in  the  first  Gospel  to  the  phrase,  "  and 
lend  to  them  that  lend  to  you,"  and  in  Luke  vi.  34  the  passage 
reads :  "  and  if  ye  lend  to  them  of  whom  ye  hope  to  receive,  what 
thank  have  ye  ?"  (koI  lav  8avi(er€  trap*  &v  eXirt^erc  Xa^ctr,  iroia 
vfuv  x«P*5  «rrtV ;).  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  there  are  decided 
variations  here,  and  that  the  passage  of  Athenagoras  does  not 
agree  with  either  of  the  Synoptics.  We  have  seen  the  persistent 
variation  in  the  quotations  from  the  "Sermon  on  the  Mount" 
which  occur  in  Justin, 3  and  there  is  no  part  of  the  discourses  of 
Jesus  more  certain  to  have  been  preserved  by  living  Christian 
tradition,  or  to  have  been  recorded  in  every  form  of  Gospel.  The 
differences  in  these  passages  from  our  Synoptic  present  the  same 
features  as  mark  the  several  versions  of  the  same  discourse  in  our 
first  and  third  Gospels,  and  indicate  a  distinct  source.  The  same 
remarks  also  apply  to  the  next  passage  : — 

ATHENAGORAS.  i  MaTT.  V.  28. 


For  whosoever,  he  says  (0i?<rO,  look- 
eth  on  a  woman  to  lust  after  her,  hath 
committed  adultery  (fiefMlxevKcv)  al- 
ready in  his  heart.  •♦ 


But  I  say  unto  you.  That  whoso- 
ever looketh  on  a  woman  to  lust 
after  her,  hath  committed  adultery 
with  her  (ifiolxevaep  aMiy)  already 
in  his  heart.  5 


The  omission  of  aiVnJr,  "  with  her,"  is  not  accidental,  but  is  an 
important  variation  in  the  sense,  which  we  have  already  met  with 
in  the  Gospel  used  by  Justin  Martyr.^  There  is  another  passage, 
in  the  next  chapter,  the  parallel  to  which  follows  closely  on 
this  in  the  great  Sermon  as  reported  in  our  first  Gospel,  to 
which  Dr.  Westcott  does  not  refer,  but  which  we  must  point 
out: — 

diiaxdirrcap  hyJoLV  Siras  yhniade  vloi  rod  trarpbt  vfiCliv  t<^  [iw   oi/paPoU,  6ti  rbv 
ffXcoi'  airrw  di^arAXet,  /c.t.X.     Matt.  v.  44,  45. 

'  'EAi*  ybip  dyaxare,  ^(tIp,  rods  dyaTioyras,  Kal  dwel^cre  tois  dartl^ovaip 
ifjiiPf  rlpa  fuffdbp  f^€T€.    Leg.  pro  Chr.^  §  12. 

*  'Edy  ydp  dywiHfrr^e  rods  dyairuvras  vfidSf  rlva  tucBhp  ^ere.    Matt  v.  46. 
3  Justin  likewise  has  dyairare  for  dyairfynrrc  in  this  passage. 

*  0  ydp  pX^Ttop,  <p^l,  yvpoiKa  Tp6s  t6  iiri$vuiiau  oAriis,  Ifdri  fitfiolxevK€P  ip 
tJ  Kapdlg.  airrw).     Leg.  pro  Chr.^  §  32. 

5  *B7(1;  Ik  \kyw  vfup  6ti  raj  6  p\iTiap  yvpoXKo.  xp^  rb  ^iBvfJLTJa'ai  oMfP  ijhi 
ifJkolx€v<r€P  aMfp  hi  rj  KapSlq.  oiJroO. 
^  ApoL,  i.  15. 

29 
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Athenagoras.  Matt.  v.  32. 

For  whosoever,  he  says  (^<r(),  shall  But  I  say  unto  you,  That  whosoever 
put  away  his  wife  and  marry  another  shall  put  away  his  wife,  saving  for 
committeth  adultery.*  the  cause  of  fornication,  causeth  her 

I  to  commit   adultery :   and  whosoever 
shall  marry  her  when  divorced  commtt- 
I  teth  adultery." 

It  is  evident  that  the  passage  in  the  Apology  is  quite  different 
from  that  in  the  "  Sermon  on  the  Mount "  in  the  first  Synoptic. 
If  we  compare  it  with  Matt.  xix.  9,  there  still  remains  the  express 
limitation  firf  hrl  tto/^vci^  which  Athenagoras  does  not  admit,  his 
own  express  doctrine  being  in  accordance  with  the  positive 
declaration  in  his  text.  In  the  immediate  context,  indeed,  he 
insists  that  even  to  marry  another  wife  after  the  death  of  the  first 
is  cloaked  adultery.  We  find  in  Luke  xvi.  18  the  reading  of 
Athenagoras, 3  but  with  important  linguistic  variation  : — 


Athenagoras. 

Oj   7A/)    Ay    dwoXCffTU    T^v   yuvaiKa 
aifTOVy  Kai  yafi'^ffji  AWrjp  fxoixaTax. 


Luke.  xvi.  18. 
Has  h  iiTokviap  t^v  ywuKa 
auTOv  Kai  ya/xCw  iripa^  fUHX^i/^t. 


It  carmot,  obviously,  be  rightly  affirmed  that  Athenagoras  must 
have  derived  this  from  Luke,  and  the  sense  of  the  passage  in  that 
Gospel,  compared  with  the  passage  in  Matt.  xix.  9,  on  the  contrary, 
rather  makes  it  certain  that  the  reading  of  Athenagoras  was 
derived  from  a  source  combining  the  language  of  the  one  and  the 
thought  of  the  other.  In  Mark  x.  1 1  the  reading  is  nearer  that 
of  Athenagoras,  and  confirms  this  conclusion ;  and  the  addition 
there  of  ctt'  avr^v,  "  against  her,"  after  /Moixarat,  further  tends  to 
prove  that  his  source  was  not  that  Gospel. 

We  may  at  once  give  the  last  passage  which  is  supposed  to  be 
a  quotation  from  our  Synoptics,  and  it  is  that  which  is  affirmed  to 
be  a  reference  to  Mark.  Athenagoras  states  in  almost  immediate 
context  with  the  above :  "  for  in  the  beginning  God  formed  one 
man  and  one  woman."-*  This  is  compared  with  Mark  x.  6  :  "  But 
from  the  beginning  of  the  creation  God  made  them  male  and 
female  ": — 


Athenagoras. 

Oti  dp  dpxv  ^  ^^^5  iya  AvSpa  ^rXcure 
Kcd  filap  yvptuKa. 


Mark.  x.  6. 

Airb    di    ipXV^    ktUtcus  Upcev   koL 
driKv  iTrolrjtrew  a&ro^  6  Oe6i. 


*  *0s  7A/)  Slp  dToXi^ffjjy  ffnitrif  rifp  ywaiKa  airrov,  koL  yafn^xi  AWrjify  fAotx^iTcu. 
Leg,proChr.,  §33. 

"  *E7w  hk  \iyiii  vfU¥  6ti  6s  Slp  diroX^Hr-o  t^p  yvPoiKa  airroG  xapeicrbs  \6yov 
iroppelas  xocet  aMfp  fKHX^vdifPcUf  Kcd  5$  &y  dxoXeXvfi^priv  yafn^y^  fiotx^rcu' 
Matt,  V.  32.  xas  6  diroXi/wv  is  the  older  and  better  reading,  but  we  give  6s  &r 
AiroXtHTT}  as  favouring  the  similarity. 

3  Lardner,  indeed,  points  to  the  passage  as  a  quotation  from  the  third  Gospel. 
IVorks,  ii.,  p.  183. 

^  Leg.  pro  Chr,,  §  33. 
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This  passage  differs  materially  in  every  way  from  the 
second  Synoptic.  The  reference  to  "  one  man "  and  "  one 
woman "  is  used  in  a  totally  different  sense,  and  enforces  the 
previous  assertion  that  a  man  may  only  marry  one  wife.  Such 
an  argument,  directly  derived  from  the  Old  Testament,  is  perfectly 
natural  to  one  who,  like  Athenagoras,  derived  his  authority 
from  it  alone.  It  is  not  permissible  to  claim  it  as  evidence  of  the 
use  of  Mark. 

We  must  repeat  that  Athenagoras  does  not  name  any 
source  from  which  he  derives  his  knowledge  of  the  sayings  of 
Jesus.  These  sayings  are  all  from  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 
and  are  introduced  by  the  indefinite  phrase  <^i/<rt;  and  it  is 
remarkable  that  all  differ  distinctly  from  the  parallels  in  our 
Gospels.  The  whole  must  be  taken  together  as  coming  from  one 
source,  and  while  the  decided  variation  excludes  the  inference 
that  they  must  have  been  taken  from  our  Gospels,  there  is 
reasonable  ground  for  assigning  them  to  a  different  source.  Dr. 
Donaldson  states  the  case  with  great  fairness :  "Athenagoras 
makes  no  allusion  to  the  inspiration  of  any  of  the  New  Testament 
writers.  He  does  not  mention  one  of  them  by  name,  and  one 
cannot  be  sure  that  he  quotes  from  any  except  Paul.  All  the 
passages  taken  from  the  Gospels  are  parts  of  our  Lord's  discourses, 
and  may  have  come  down  to  Athenagoras  by  tradition."'  He 
should  have  added  that  they  might  also  have  been  derived  from 
the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,  or  many  other  collections 
now  unhappily  lost. 

One  circumstance  strongly  confirming  this  conclusion  is  the 
fact  already  mentioned,  that  Athenagoras,  in  the  same  chapter 
in  which  one  of  these  quotations  occurs,  introduces  an  apocryphal 
saying  of  the  Logos,  and  connects  it  with  previous  sayings  by  the 
expression,  "  The  Logos  again  {Traki^v)  saying  to  us."  This  can 
only  refer  to  the  sayings  previously  introduced  by  the  indefinite 
<i>iffri  The  sentence,  which  is  in  reference  to  the  Christian 
salutation  of  peace,  is  as  follows :  "  The  Logos  again  saying  to 
us :  *  If  any  one  for  this  reason  kiss  a  second  time  because  it 
pleased  him  (he  sins)';  and  adding:  *Thus  the  kiss,  or  rather 
the  salutation,  must  be  used  with  caution,  as,  if  it  be  defiled  even 
a  little  by  thought,  it  excludes  us  from  the  life  eternal.'  "^  This 
saying,  which  is  directly  attributed  to  the  Logos,  is  not  found  in 
our  Gospels.  The  only  natural  deduction  is  that  it  comes  from 
the  same  soiirce  as  the  other  sayings,  and  that  source  was  not 
our  synoptic  Gospels. 

The  total  absence  of  any  allusion  to  New  Testament  Scriptures 

*  Hist.   Chr,   Lit.  and  Doctr.^   iii.,   p.    172.      Dc  Wette    says   regarding 
Athenagoras:     "The  quotations  of   evangelical    passages    prove  nothing 
{Einl.  A.  r.,  1852,  p.  25).  «  Leg.  H-o  Chr.,  §  32. 
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in  Athenagoras,  however,  is  rendered  more  striking  and  significant 
by  the  marked  expression  of  his  belief  in  the  inspiration  of  the 
Old  Testament.  He  appeals  to  the  prophets  for  testimony  as  to 
the  truth  of  the  opinions  of  Christians — ^men,  he  says,  who  spoke 
by  the  inspiration  of  God,  whose  Spirit  moved  their  mouths  to 
express  God's  will  as  musical  instruments  are  played  upon  :*  "  But 
since  the  voices  of  the  prophets  support  our  arguments,  I  think 
that  you,  being  most  learned  and  wise,  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the 
writings  of  Moses,  or  of  those  of  Isaiah  and  Jeremiah  and  of  the 
other  prophets,  who,  being  raised  in  ecstasy  above  the  reasoning 
that  was  in  themselves,  uttered  the  things  which  were  wrought  in 
them,  when  the  Divine  Spirit  moved  them,  the  Spirit  using  them 
as  a  flute-player  would  blow  into  the  flute.""  He  thus  enunciates 
the  theory  of  the  mechanical  inspiration  of  the  writers  of  the  Old 
Testament  in  the  clearest  manner,  and  it  would,  indeed,  have 
been  strange,  on  the  supposition  that  he  extended  his  views  of 
inspiration  to  any  of  the  Scriptures  of  the  New  Testament,  that 
he  never  names  a  single  one  of  them,  nor  indicates  to  the 
Emperors  in  the  same  way,  as  worthy  of  their  attention^  any  of 
these  Scriptures  along  with  the  I^w  and  the  Prophets.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  he  nowhere  gives  reason  for  supposing  that 
he  regarded  any  other  writings  than  the  Old  Testament  as  inspired 
or  "  Holy  Scripture."3 

In  the  seventeenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Marcus  Aurelius, 
between  the  7th  March,  177-178,  a  fierce  persecution  was,  it  is 
said,*  commenced  against  the  Christians  in  Gaul,  and  more 
especially  at  Vienne  and  Lyons,  during  the  course  of  which  the 
aged  Bishop  Pothinus,  the  predecessor  of  Irenaeus,  suffered 
martyrdom  for  the  faith.  The  two  communities  some  time  after 
addressed  an  Epistle  to  their  brethren  in  Asia  and  Phrygia,  and 
also  to  Eleutherus,  Bishop  of  Rome,s  relating  the  events  which 
h^d  occurred,  and  the  noble  testimony  which  had  been  borne  to 
Christ  by  the  numerous  martyrs  who  had  been  cruelly  put  to 
death.  The  Epistle  has  in  great  part  been  preserved  by  Eusebius,^ 
and  critics  generally  agree  in  dating  it  about  a.d.  177,  although  it 
was  most  probably  not  written  until  the  following  year.7 

No  writing  of  the  New  Testament  is  mentioned  in  this  Epistle, 
but  it  is  asserted  that  there  are  "unequivocal  coincidences  of 
language"^  with  the  Gospel  of  Luke,  and  others  of  its  books. 

^Leg.proChr,,%T,  '^  /^.,  §  9- 

3  In  the  treatise  on  the  Resurrection  there  are  no  arguments  derived  from 
Scripture. 

*>  Eusebius,  H.  E.^  v.  Proem,  s  /^.^  y.  3.  *  /<5.,  v.  I  t. 

7  Baronius  dates  the  death  of  Pothinus  in  a.d.  179  ;  Valesius,  ad  Euseb,, 
JT,  E.,  V.  5.  8  Westcott,  On  the  Canon,  p.  295. 
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The  passage  which  is  referred  to  as  showing  knowledge  of  our 
Synoptic  is  as  follows.  The  letter  speaks  of  one  of  the  sufferers, 
a  certain  Vettius  Epagathus,  whose  life  was  so  austere  that, 
although  a  young  man,  "  he  was  thought  worthy  of  the  testimony 
(fMpTvpl^)  borne  by  the  elder  {wpecrPvrkpov)  2^charias.  He 
had  walked,  of  a  truth,  in  all  the  commandments  and  ordinances 
of  the  Lord  blameless,  and  was  untiring  in  every  kind  office 
towards  his  neighbour;  having  much  zeal  for  God  and  being 
fervent  in  spirit."'  This  is  compared  with  the  description  of 
Zacharias  and  Elizabeth  in  Luke  i.  6 :  "  And  they  were  both 
righteous  before  God,  walking  in  all  the  commandments  and 
ordinances  of  the  Lord  blameless."'*  A  little  further  on  in  the 
Epistle  it  is  said  of  the  same  person :  "  Having  in  himself  the 
advocate  (ira^xwcXi/Tov),  the  spirit  (to  TTfcvfia),  more  abundantly 
than  2^charias,"  etc.,3  which  again  is  referred  to  Luke  i.  67, 
"And  his  father  Zacharias  was  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
prophesied,  saying,"  &c.* 

A  few  words  must  be  said  regarding  the  phrase,  tq  tov 
irpw^vrkpov  Zaxapiov  imprvpi^  "  the  testimony  of  the  presbyter 
Zacharias."  This,  of  course,  may  either  be  rendered:  "the 
testimony  borne  to  Zacharias,"  that  is  to  say,  borne  by  others  to 
his  holy  life ;  or,  "  the  testimony  borne  by  Zacharias,"  his  own 
testimony  to  the  Faith ;  his  martyrdom.  We  adopt  the  latter 
rendering  for  various  reasons.  The  Epistle  is  an  account  of  the 
persecution  of  the  Christian  community  of  Vienne  and  Lyons, 
and  Vettius  Epagathus  is  the  first  of  the  martyrs  who  is  named  in 
it :  fmprvpia  was  at  that  time  the  term  used  to  express  the  supreme 
testimony  of  Christians — martyrdom,  and  the  Epistle  seems  here 
simply  to  refer  to  the  martyrdom,  the  honour  of  which  he  shared 
with  Zacharias.  It  is,  we  think,  very  improbable  that  under  such 
circumstances  the  word  fuipTvpia  would  have  been  used  to  express 
a  mere  description  of  the  character  of  Zacharias  given  by  some 
other  writer.  The  interpretation  which  we  prefer  is  that  adopted 
by  Tischendorfrs  We  must  add  that  the  Zacharias  here  spoken 
of  is  generally  understood  to  be  the  father  of  John  the  Baptist, 

*  (Twe^uroOirBeu    tJ    toO     xpttr^vripov    Zaxap/ou     ixaprvpiq.'    irex6p€vro 

yovp  iv  xdiroif  rcut  irroKaii  /cai  biKOubfuuri.  tov  Kvplov  AfXffxmrot,  koX  xdirji  rj 
wpin  t6¥  TXrfffloif  Xeirovpyl^  doxpotf  ^\or  GeoO  xoXdr  ^x^,  Kal  t^up  ry  irretJ- 
/MTi,  K.T.X.     Euseb.,  If.  E,,  V,  1, 

'  ^op  dk  SIkoioi  dful>6T€poi  iptirxiop  tov  Oew),  xop€v6fiepoi  ip  xdffoii  tous 
irroXous  xod  iiKouhfUunp  t<h)  Kvplov  Afxgfixroi,     Luke  i.  6. 

3  (X"^'^  ^^  ^^^  xapdKXrjTOP  ip  ^ai/rij},  rA  xpev/xa  xXeiop  tov  Zaxapiov,  Euseb. , 
If,  E.,  V.  L 

^  KflU  Zaxei/)(at  6  raT^p  airrw  4xXi/i<r$ij  xpeifiaTos  irylov  jcal  ixpotp^twep 
XiytoPy  K.T.X.     Lukei.  67. 

s  Wann  wurdeHy  u,  s,  w.,  p.  80,  n.  I.  See  also  Hilgenfeld,  Du  £w* 
JmMsy  p.  155,  and  others. 
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and  no  critic,  so  far  as  we  can  remember,  has  suggested  that  the 
reference  in  I>uke  xi.  51  applies  to  him.'  Since  the  Epistle, 
therefore,  refers  to  the  martyrdom  of  Zacharias,  the  father  of 
John  the  Baptist,  when  using  the  expressions  which  are  supposed 
to  be  taken  from  our  third  Synoptic,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  those  expressions  were  derived  from  some  work  which  like- 
wise contained  an  account  of  his  death,  which  is  not  found  in  the 
Synoptic  ?  When  we  examine  the  matter  more  closely,  we  find 
that,  although  none  of  the  Canonical  Gospels,  except  the  third, 
gives  any  narrative  of  the  birth  of  John  the  Baptist,  that  portion 
of  the  Gospel  in  which  are  the  words  we  are  discussing  cannot 
be  considered  an  original  production  by  the  third  Synoptist,  but, 
like  the  rest  of  his  work,  is  merely  a  composition,  based  upon 
earlier  written  narratives.  Ewald,  for  instance,  assigns  the  whole 
of  the  first  chapters  of  Luke  (i.  5-ii.  40)  to  what  he  terms  "  the 
eighth  recognisable  book."* 

However  this  may  be,  the  fact  that  other  works  existed  at  an 
earlier  period  in  which  the  history  of  Zacharias  the  father  of  the 
Baptist  was  given,  and  in  which  not  only  the  words  used  in  the 
Epistle  were  found  but  also  the  martyrdom,  is  in  the  highest 
degree  probable ;  and,  so  far  as  the  history  is  concerned,  this  is 
placed  almost  beyond  doubt  by  the  Protevangelium  Jacobi  which 
contains  it.  Tischendorf,  who  does  not  make  use  of  this  Epistle 
at  all  as  evidence  for  the  Scriptures  of  the  New  Testament,  does 
refer  to  it,  and  to  this  very  allusion  in  it  to  the  martyrdom  of 
Zacharias,  as  testimony  to  the  existence  and  use  of  the  Protevan- 
gelium Jacobi,  a  work  whose  origin  he  dates  so  far  back  as  the 
first  three  decades  of  the  second  century,3  and  which  he  considers 
was  also  used  by  Justin,  as  Hilgenfeld  had  already  observed,* 
Tischendorf  and  Hilgenfeld,  therefore,  agree  in  affirming  that  the 
reference  to  Zacharias  which  we  have  quoted  indicates  acquaint- 
ance with  a  different  Gospel  from  our  third  Synoptic.  Hilgenfeld 
rightly  maintains  that  the  Protevangelium  Jacobi  in  its  present 
shape  is  merely  an  altered  form  of  an  older  work,5  which  he 
conjectures  to  have  been  the  Gospel  according  to  Peter,  or  the 
Gnostic  work,  Fcvva  Ma/stas,^  and  both  he .  and  Tischendorf 
show    that   many   of   the   Fathers^  were  either  acquainted  with 

'  The  great  majority  of  critics  consider  it  a  reference  to  2  Chron.  xxiv. 
21,  though  some  apply  it  to  a  later  Zacharias. 

»  Die  drei  erst.  Ew.^  p.  97  f. 

3  JVann  wurden,  u.  s.  w. ,  p.  76  ff. ,  80,  anm.  I  ;  cf.  Evang,  Apoer.  Proleg. , 
p.  xii.  f. 

*  Wann   wurden^    u.  s.  w.,  p.  76  f.,  p.  80,  anm.  I  ;  Hilgenfeld,  Die  Etw, 

Justin^  5^2'  154  f- 

5  Die  ETn}.  Justin' Sy  p.  154  f.  ^  //^.,  p.  160  f. 

7  Tischendorf,  IVann  wurden,  u.  s.  «;.,  p.  76  ff.  ;  cf.  Evang.  Apoc,  Proleg,  y 
p.  xii.  f.  ;  Hilgenfeld,  Die  Ew. /.^  p.  154  f. 
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the  Protevangelium  itself  or  the  works  on  which  it  was  based. 
The  state  of  the  case,  then,  is  as  follows  :  We  find  a  coincidence 
in  a  few  words  in  connection  with  Zacharias  between  the  Epistle 
and  our  third  Gospel ;  but,  so  far  from  the  Gospel  being  in  any  way 
indicated  as  their  source,  the  words  in  question  are  connected 
with  a  reference  to  events  unknown  to  our  Gospel,  but  which  were 
indubitably  chronicled  elsewhere.  As  part  of  the  passage  in  the 
epistle,  therefore,  could  not  have  been  derived  from  our  third 
Synoptic,  the  natural  inference  is  that  the  whole  emanates  from  a 
Gospel,  different  from  ours,  which  likewise  contained  that  part. 
In  any  case,  the  agreement  of  these  few  words,  without  the  slightest 
mention  of  the  third  Synoptic  in  the  epistle,  cannot  be  admitted 
as  proof  that  they  must  necessarily  have  been  derived  from  it,  and 
from  no  other  source. 
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CHAPTER   X. 

PTOLEM^US   AND    HERACLEON — CELSUS — THE   CANON   OF 
MURATORI — RESULTS 

We  have  now  reached  the  extreme  limit  of  time  within  which  we 
think  it  in  any  degree  worth  while  to  seek  for  evidence  as  to 
the  date  and  authorship  of  the  Synoptics,  and  we  might  now 
proceed  to  the  fourth  Gospel ;  but  before  doing  so  it  may  be  well 
to  examine  one  or  two  other  witnesses  whose  support  has  been 
claimed  by  apologists,  although  our  attention  may  be  chiefly  con- 
fined to  an  inquiry  into  the  date  of  such  testimony,  upon  which 
its  value,  even  if  real,  mainly  depends  so  far  as  we  are  concerned. 
The  first  of  these  whom  we  must  notice  are  the  two  Gnostic 
leaders,  Ptolemaeus  and  Heracleon. 

Epiphanius  has  preserved  a  certain  "  Epistle  to  Flora  "  ascribed 
to  Ptolemaeus,  in  which,  it  is  contended,  there  are  "  several  quota- 
tions from  Matthew,  and  one  from  the  first  chapter  of  John."' 
What  date  must  be  assigned  to  this  Epistle  ?  In  reply  to  those 
who  date  it  about  the  end  of  the  second  century,  Tischendorf  pro- 
duces the  evidence  for  an  earlier  period  to  which  he  assigns  it. 
He  says :  "  He  (Ptolemaeus)  appears  in  all  the  oldest  sources  as 
one  of  the  most  important,  most  influential  of  the  disciples  of 
Valentinus.  As  the  period  at  which  the  latter  himself  flourished 
falls  about  140,  do  we  say  too  much  when  we  represent  Ptolemaeus 
as  working  at  the  latest  about  160;  Irenaeus  (in  the  2nd  Book) 
and  Hippolytus  name  him  together  with  Heracleon;  likewise 
pseudo-Tertullian  (in  the  appendix  to  De  Frascriptionibiis 
Hcereticof-um)  and  Philastrius  make  him  appear  immediately 
after  Valentinus.  Irenaeus  wrote  the  first  and  second  books 
of  his  great  work  most  probably  before  180,  and  in  both  he 
occupies  himself  much  with  Ptolemaeus."^  Dr.  Westcott,  beyond 
calling  Ptolemaeus  and  Heracleon  disciples  of  Valentinus,  does 
not  assign  any  date  to  either,  and  does  not,  of  course,  offer  any 
further  evidence  on  the  point,  although,  in  regard  to  Heracleon, 
he  admits  the  ignorance  in  which  we  are  as  to  all  points  of  his 
history,3  and  states  generally,  in  treating  of  him,  that  "  the  exact 
chronology  of  the  early  heretics  is  very  uncertain. "^ 

*  Tischendorf,  Wann  wurdtn^  n.  s,  w.,  p.  46.  Dr.  Westcott,  with  greater 
caution,  says :  **  He  quoted  words  of  our  Lord  recorded  by  St.  Matthew,  the 
prolc^e  of  St.  John's  Gospel,  etc."  {On  the  Canons  p.  267). 

"  Wann  wurden,  u,  s.  w,,  p.  46  f. 

3  On  the  Cattony  p.  263.  •♦  Ib,^  p.  264,  note  2. 

408 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PTOLEM^US  AND  HERACLEON  409 

Let  us  examine  the  evidence  upon  which  Tischendorf  relies 
for  the  date  he  assigns  to  Ptoleniaeus.  He  states  in  vague  terms 
that  Ptolemaeus  appears  "  in  all  the  oldest  sources "  {in  alien 
den  dltesten  Quellen)  as  one  of  the  most  important  disciples  of 
Valentinus.  We  shall  presently  see  what  these  sources  are,  but 
must  now  follow  the  argument :  "  As  the  date  of  Valentinus  falls 
about  140,  do  we  say  too  much  when  we  represent  Ptolemaeus  as 
working  at  the  latest  about  160  ?"  It  is  obvious  that  there  is  no 
evidence  here,  but  merely  assumption,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  period  "  about  160"  is  b^ged  is  a  clear  admission  that  there 
are  no  certain  data.  The  year  might  with  equal  propriety  upon 
those  grounds  have  been  put  ten  years  earlier  or  ten  years  later. 
The  deceptive  and  arbitrary  character  of  the  conclusion,  however, 
will  be  more  apparent  when  we  examine  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  relative  dates  140  and  160  rest.  Tischendorf  here  states  that 
the  time  at  which  Valentinus  flourished  falls  about  a.d.  140,  but  the 
fact  is  that,  as  all  critics  are  agreed,  and  as  even  Tischendorf 
himself  elsewhere  states,'  Valentinus  came  out  of  Egypt  to  Rome 
in  that  year,  when  his  public  career  practically  commenced,  and  he 
continued  to  flourish  for  at  least  twenty  years  after."  Tischendorf  s 
pretended  moderation,  therefore,  consists  in  dating  the  period 
when  Valentinus  flourished  from  the  very  year  of  his  first 
appearance,  and  in  assigning  the  active  career  of  Ptolemaeus  to 
160,  when  Valentinus  was  still  alive  and  teaching.  He  might  on 
the  same  principle  be  dated  180,  and  even  in  that  case  there 
could  be  no  reason  for  ascribing  the  Epistle  to  Flora  to  so  early  a 
period  of  his  career.  Tischendorf  never  even  pretends  to  state 
any  ground  upon  which  Ptolemaeus  must  be  connected  with  any 
precise  part  of  the  public  life  of  Valentinus,  and  still  less  for 
determining  the  period  of  the  career  of  Ptolemaeus  at  which  the 
Epistle  may  have  been  composed.  It  is  obvious  that  a  wide  limit 
for  date  thus  exists. 

After  these  general  statements  Tischendorf  details  the  only 
evidence  which  is  available,  (i)  "Irenaeus  (in  the  2nd  Book) 
and  Hippolytus  name  him  together  with  Heracleon ;  likewise  (2) 
pseudo-Tertullian  (in  the  appendix  to  De  Prcescriptionibus  Hmreti- 
corum)  and  Philastrius  make  him  appear  immediately  after 
Valentinus,"  etc.  We  must  examine  these  two  points  a  little 
more  closely  in  order  to  ascertain  the  value  of  such  state- 
ments. With  regard  to  the  first  (i),  we  shall  presently  see 
that  the  mention  of  the  name  of  Ptolemaeus  along  with  that  of 
Heracleon  throws  no  light  upon  the  matter  from  any  point  of  view, 


*   IVoHH  wurdetty  u.  s.  w.,  p.  43.     **  Vakntinus,  der  um  140  aus  ALgypUn 
nock  Rom  kam  und  darauf  noch  20  Jahre  gelebt  haben  magJ*^ 
'  Cf.  Ireiueus,  Adv,  Har.y  iii.  4,  §  3  ;  Eusebius,  H,  E.y'vt.  11. 
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inasmuch  as  Tischendorf  has  as  little  authority  for  the  date  he 
assigns  to  the  latter,  and  is  in  as  complete  ignorance  concerning 
him  as  in  the  case  of  Ptolemaeus.  It  is  amusing,  moreover,  that 
Tischendorf  employs  the  very  same  argument,  which  sounds  well 
although  it  means  nothing,  inversely  to  establish  the  date  of 
Heracleon.  Here,  he  argues,  "Irenaeus  and  Hippolytus  name 
him  (Ptolemaeus)  together  with  Heracleon  "  ;*  there,  he  reasons, 
"  Irenaeus  names  Heracleon  together  with  Ptolemaeus,"*  etc.  As 
neither  the  date  assigned  to-the  one  nor  to  the  other  can  stand 
alone,  he  tries  to  get  them  into  something  like  an  upright  position 
by  propping  the  one  against  the  other — an  expedient  which, 
naturally,  meets  with  little  success.  We  shall  in  dealing  with  the 
case  of  Heracleon  show  how  untenable  is  the  argument  from  the 
mere  order  in  which  such  names  are  mentioned  by  these  writers  ; 
meantime  we  may  simply  say  that  Irenaeus  only  once  mentions 
the  name  of  Heracleon  in  his  works,  and  that  the  occasion  on 
which  he  does  so,  and  to  which  reference  is  here  made,  is  merely 
an  allusion  to  the  ^^ns  "of  Ptolemaeus  himself,  and  of 
Heracleon,  and  all  the  rest  who  hold  these  views. "3  This  phrase 
might  have  been  used,  exactly  as  it  stands,  with  perfect  propriety 
even  if  Ptolemaeus  and  Heracleon  had  been  separated  by 
a  century.  The  only  point  which  can  be  deduced  from  this 
coupling  of  names  is  that,  in  using  the  present  tense,  Irenaeus  is 
speaking  of  his  own  contemporaries.  We  may  make  the  same 
remark  regarding  Hippolytus,  for,  if  his  mention  of  Ptolemaeus  and 
Heracleon  has  any  weight  at  all,  it  is  to  prove  that  they  were 
flourishing  in  his  time  :  "  Those  who  are  of  Italy,  of  whom  is 

Heracleon  and  Ptolemaeus,  say ,"*  etc.     We  shall  have  to  go 

further  into  this  point  presently.  As  to  (2)  pseudo-Tertullian  and 
Philastrius,  we  need  only  say  that  even  if  the  fact  of  the  names  of 
the  two  Gnostics  being  coupled  together  could  prove  anything  in 
regard  to  the  date,  the  repetition  by  these  writers  could  have  no 
importance  for  us,  their  works  being  altogether  based  on  those  of 
Irenaeus  and  Hippolytus,^  and  scarcely,  if  at  all,  conveying  in- 
dependent  information.^  We  have  merely  indicated  the  weakness 
of  these  arguments  in  passing,  but  shall  again  take  them  up 
further  on. 

The  next  and  final  consideration  advanced  by  Tischendorf  is 

'   IVann  wurden^  u.  s.  w. ,  p.  47.  *  /d. ,  p.  48. 

3  fpsius  PtoUnuH  et  Heracleonis^  et  reliquorum  omnium  qui  eadem  opinaniur 
{Adv.  Har^y  ii.  4,  §  i). 

*  Ref.  Horn.  Har.y  vi.  35. 

5  Cf;  Lipias,  Zur  QuelUnkritik  des  Epiphanius,  1865. 

^  Indeea,  the  direct  and  avowed  dependence  of  Hippolytus  himself  upon  the 
work  of  Irenseus  deprives  the  Philosophumena,  in  many  parts,  of  all  separate 
authority. 
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the  only  one  which  merits  serious  attention.  "  Irenaeus  wrote  the 
first  and  second  book  of  his  great  work  most  probably  before  180, 
and  in  both  he  occupies  himself  much  with  Ptolemaeus."  .  Before 
proceeding  to  examine  the  accuracy  of  this  statement  regarding 
the  time  at  which  Irenaius  wrote,  we  may  ask  what  conclusion 
would  be  involved  if  Irenaeus  really  did  compose  the  two  books  in 
A.D.  180  in  which  he  mentions  our  Gnostics  in  the  present  tense? 
Nothing  more  than  the  simple  fact  that  Ptolemaeus  and  Heracleon 
were  promulgating  their  doctrines  at  that  time.  There  is  not  a 
single  word  to  show  that  they  did  not  continue  to  flourish  long 
after ;  and  as  to  the  "  Epistle  to  Flora,"  Irenaeus  apparently  knows 
nothing  of  it,  nor  has  any  attempt  been  made  to  assign  it  to  an 
early  part  of  the  Clnostic^s  career.  Tischendorf,  in  fact,  does  not 
produce  a  single  passage  nor  the  slightest  argument  to  show  that 
Irenaeus  treats  our  two  Gnostics  as  men  of  the  past,  or  otherwise 
than  as  heretics  then  actively  disseminating  their  heterodox 
opinions;  and,  even  taken  literally,  the  argument  of  Tischendorf 
would  simply  go  to  prove  that  about  a.d.  180  Irenaeus  wrote  part 
of  a  work  in  which  he  attacks  Ptolemaeus  and  mentions  Heracleon. 
When  did  Irenaeus,  however,  really  write  his  work  against 
Heresies  ?  Although  our  sources  of  credible  information  regard- 
ing him  are  exceedingly  limited,  we  are  not  without  materials  for 
forming  a  judgment  on  the  point.  Irenaeus  was  probably  born 
about  A.D.  140-145,  and  is  generally  supposed  to  have  died  at  the 
beginning  of  the  third  century  (a.d.  202).  We  know  that  he  was 
deputed  by  the  Church  of  Lyons  to  bear  to  Eleutherus,  then 
Bishop  of  Rome,  the  Epistle  of  that  Christian  community  describ- 
ing their  sufferings  during  the  persecution  commenced  against 
them  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Marcus  Aurelius 
Antoninus  (7th  March,  177-178).'  It  is  very  improbable  that 
this  journey  was  undertaken,  in  any  case,  before  the  spring 
of  A.D.  178,  and,  indeed,  in  accordance  with  the  given  data, 
the  persecution  itself  may  not  have  commenced  earlier  than  the 
beginning  of  that  year,  so  that  his  journey  need  not  have  been 
undertaken  before  the  close  of  178  or  the  spring  of  179,  to  which 
epoch  other  circumstances  might  lead  us."  There  is  reason  to 
believe  that  he  remained  some  time  in  Rome.  Baronius  states 
that  Irenaeus  was  not  appointed  Bishop  of  Lyons  till  a.d.  180, 
for  he  says  that  the  see  remained  vacant  for  that  period  after  the 
death  of  Pothinus  in  consequence  of  the  persecution.  Now, 
certain  expressions  in  his  work  show  that  Irenaeus  did  npt  write  it 
until  he  became  Bishop.  3     It  is  not  known  how  long  Irenaeus 

^  Eusebius,  H,  E,yV.  i,  Praf.;  §  i,  3,  4- 

'  Baronius  {Ann.  Eccies.)  sets  the  death  of  Pothinus  in  a.d.  179. 
3  Cf   Adv,   Har.y  v.  Praf.;   Massuet,  Dissert,  in  Iren.^  ii.,  art.  ii.,  §  49; 
Lardner,  Works ^  ii.,  p.  157. 
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remained  in  Rome,  but  there  is  every  probability  that  he  must 
have  made  a  somewhat  protracted  stay  for  the  purpose  of  making 
himself  acquainted  with  the  various  tenets  of  Gnostic  and  other 
heretics  then  being  actively  taught,  and  the  preface  to  the  first 
book  refers  to  the  pains  he  took.  He  wrote  his  work  in  Gaul, 
however,  after  his  return  from  this  visit  to  Rome.  This  is  apparent 
from  what  he  himself  states  in  the  Preface  to  the  first  Book  :  "  I 
have  thought  it  necessary,"  he  says,  "after  having  read  the 
Memoirs  (vtro/xv^/ioo-i)  of  the  disciples  of  Valentinus,  as  they  call 
themselves,  and  having  had  personal  intercourse  with  some  of  them 
and  acquired  full  knowledge  of  their  opinions,  to  unfold  to  thee,"^ 
etc.  A  little  further  on  he  claims  from  the  friend  to  whom  he 
addresses  his  work  indulgence  for  any  defects  of  style  on  the 
score  of  his  being  resident  amongst  the  Keltae."  Irenaeus  no 
doubt,  during  his  stay  in  Rome,  came  in  contact  with  the  school 
of  Ptolemaeus  and  Heracleon,  if  not  with  the  Gnostic  leaders 
themselves  and,  being  shocked,  as  he  describes  himself,  at  the 
doctrines  which  they  insidiously  taught,  he  undertook,  on  his 
return  to  Lyons,  to  explain  them  that  others  might  be  exhorted  to 
avoid  such  an  "  abyss  of  madness  and  blasphemy  against  Christ.  "3 
Irenaeus  gives  us  other  materials  for  assigning  a  date  to  his  work. 
In  the  third  Book  he  enumerates  the  bishops  who  had  filled  the 
Episcopal  Chair  of  Rome,  and  the  last  whom  he  names  is 
Eleutherus  (a.d.  177-190),  who,  he  says,  "now  in  the  twelfth 
place  from  the  apostles,  holds  the  inheritance  of  the  episcopate."* 
There  is,  however,  another  clue  which,  taken  along  with  this, 
leads  us  to  a  close  approximation  to  the  actual  date.  In  the  same 
Book,  Irenaeus  mentions  Theodotion^s  version  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment :  "  But  not  as  some  of  those  say,"  he  writes,  "who  now  {vvv) 
presume  to  alter  the  interpretation  of  the  Scripture :  *  Behold  the 
young  woman  shall  conceive,  and  bring  forth  a  son,'  as  Theodotion, 
the  Ephesian,  translated  it,  and  Aquila  of  Pontus,  both  Jewish 
proselytes."5  Now  we  are  informed  by  Epiphanius  that 
Theodotion  published  his  translation  during  the  reign  of  the 
Emperor  Commodus^  (a.d.  180-192).  The  Chronicon  Paschale 
adds  that  it  was  during  the  Consulship  of  Marcellus,  or,  as 
Massuet7  proposes  to  read,  Marullus,  who,  jointly  with  ^Elianus, 
assumed  office  a.d.  184.  lliese  dates  decidedly  agree  with  the 
passage  of  Irenaeus  and  with  the  other  data,  all  of  which  lead 
us  to  about  the  same  period  within  the  episcopate  of  Eleutherus 

'  Adv.  H(Br,y  i.  Praf.\  §  2  (see  the  passage  quoted,  p.  332  f.). 
'  Ih.,  §  3.  3  /^.,  §  2. 

*  Adv,  H(tr,^  iii.  3,  §  3  ;  Eusebins,  H,  E.,  v.  6. 
s  Adv.  Hot.  J  iii.  21,  §  i  ;  Euseb.,  H,  E,,  v.  8. 

*  De  Ponderib.  et  Mens.^  17. 

7  Dissert,  in  Iren,t  ii.,  art.  ii.  xcvii.,  §  47. 
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(t  c.  190).'  We  have  here,  therefore,  a  clue  to  the  date  at  which 
Irenaeus  wrote.  It  must  be  remembered  that  at  that  period  the 
multiplication  and  dissemination  of  books  was  a  very  slow  process. 
A  work  published  about  184  or  185  could  scarcely  have  come  into 
the  possession  of  Irenaeus  in  Gaul  till  some  years  later,  and  we  are, 
therefore,  brought  towards  the  end  of  the  episcopate  of  Eleutherus 
as  the  earliest  date  at  which  the  first  three  books  of  his  work 
against  Heresies  can  well  have  been  written,  and  the  rest  must  be 
assigned   to    a    later    period    under    the    episcopate  of    Victor 

(t  198-199).' 

At  this  point  we  must  pause  and  turn  to  the  evidence  which 
Tischendorf  offers  regarding  the  date  to  be  assigned  to  Heracleon.3 
As  in  the  case  of  Ptolemaeus,  we  shall  give  it  entire,  and  then 
examine  it  in  detail.  To  the  all-important  question,  "  How  old 
is  Heracleon  ?  "  Tischendorf  replies :  "  Irenaeus  names  Heracleon, 
together  with  Ptolemaeus  (II.  4,  §  i),  in  a  way  which  makes  them 
appear  as  well-known  representatives  of  the  Valentinian  school. 
This  interpretation  of  his  words  is  all  the  more  authorised  because 
he  never  again  mentions  Heracleon.  Clement,  in  the  4th  Book 
of  his  Stromata^  written  shortly  after  the  death  of  Com  modus 
(193),  recalls  an  explanation  by  Heracleon  of  Luke  xii.  8, 
when  he  calls  him  the  most  noted  man  of  the  Valentinian 
school  (6  T^s  OvaXfvrivov  <rxoA.^s  SoKi/jtaJraTos  is  Clement's 
expression).  Origen,  at  the  beginning  of  his  quotation  from 
Heracleon,  says  that  he  was  held  to  be  a  friend  of  Valen- 
tinus  (tov  OuaXcin-ivou  Xeyo/ui/oi/  €?vat  yvwpt/ioi/  *H/9aKA,€<ova). 
Hippolytus  mentions  him,  for  instance,  in  the  following  way 
(vi.  29) :    *  Valentinus,  and  Heracleon,  and  Ptolemaeus,  and  the 

whole  school  of  these,  disciples  of  Pythagoras  and  Plato ' 

Epiphanius  says   (Zfer.  41):  *Cerdo  (the  same  who,  according 

'  Cf.  Credner,  BHtrdge,  ii.,  p.  253  f.;  De  Wette,  Einl.  A,  T,,  1852,  p.  61  f., 
p.  62,  anm.  d.;  Lardner,  **  He  also  speaks  of  the  translation  of  Theodotion, 
which  is  generally  allowed  to  have  been  pablished  in  the  reign  of  Commodus." 
fVorks,  ii.,  p.  156  f.;  Massuet,  Dissert,  tn  Iren.f  ii,,  art.  ii.  xcvii.,  §  47. 

'  Massuet,  Dissert,  in  Iren.^  ii.,  art.  ii.  xcvii.  (§  47),  xdx.  (§50) ;  Volkmar, 
Der  Ursprung,  p.  24 ;  cf.  De  Wette,  Einl.  A,  T.,  p.  62,  anm.  d.  (V*Er 
schrieb  zw.,  177-192");  cf.  Credner,  Beitrage^  ii.,  p.  255.  The  late  Dr. 
Mansel  places  the  work  "  between  a.d.  182-188."  The  Gnostic  Heresies,  p. 
240.  This  date  is  partly  based  upon  the  mention  of  Eleutherus  (cf.  p.  240, 
note  2),  which,  it  must  be  remembered,  however,  occurs  in  the  third  book. 
Jerome  says  :  **  Hoc  ilk  scripsit  ante  annos  circiter  trecentos  "  {Epist.  ad  Tkeod, , 
§  53,  al.  29).  If,  instead  of  **  trecentos ^^^  which  is  an  evident  slip  of  the  pen, 
we  read  **  ducentos,^^  his  testimony  as  to  the  date  exactly  agrees. 

3  Dr.  Westcott  adds  no  separate  testimony.  He  admits  that  "  The  history 
of  Heracleon,  the  great  Valentinian  commentator,  is  foil  of  uncertainty. 
Nothing  is  known  of  his  country  or  parentage  ^^  {On  the  Canon,  p.  263).  And 
in  a  note,  **The  exact  chronology  of  the  early  heretics  is  very  uncertain" 
(p.  264,  note  2). 
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to  Irenaeus  III.  4,  §  3,  was  in  Rome  under  Bishop  Hyginus  with 
Valentinus)  follows  these  (Ophites,  Kainities,  Sethiani),  and 
Heracleon.'  After  all  this,  Heracleon  certainly  cannot  be  placed 
later  than  150  to  160.  The  expression  which  Origen  uses 
regarding  his  relation  to  Valentinus  must,  according  to  linguistic 
usage,  be  understood  of  a  personal  relation."' 

We  have  already  pointed  out  that  the  fact  that  the  names  of 
Ptolemaeus  and  Heracleon  are  thus  coupled  together  affords  no 
clue  in  itself  to  the  date  of  either,  and  their  being  mentioned  as 
leading  representatives  of  the  school  of  Valentinus  does  not  in 
any  way  involve  the  inference  that  they  were  not  contemporaries 
of  Irenaeus,  living  and  working  at  the  time  he  wrote.  The  way  in 
which  Irenaeus  mentions  them  in  this  the  only  passage  throughout 
his  whole  work  in  which  he  names  Heracleon,  and  to  which 
Tischendorf  pointedly  refers,  is  as  follows :  "  But  if  it  was  not 
produced,  but  was  generated  by  itself,  then  that  which  is  void  is 
both  like,  and  brother  to,  and  of  the  same  honour  with,  that 
Father  who  has  before  been  mentioned  by  Valentinus ;  but 
it  is  really  more  ancient,  having  existed  long  before,  and  is 
more  exalted  than  the  rest  of  the  -^ons  of  Ptolemaeus  him- 
self, and  of  Heracleon,  and  all  the  rest  who  hold  these 
views. "^  We  fail  to  recognise  anything  special  here,  of  the  kind 
inferred  by  Tischendorf,  in  the  way  in  which  mention  is 
made  of  the  two  later  Gnostics.  If  anything  be  clear,  on 
the  contrary,  it  is  that  distinction  is  drawn  between  Valen- 
tinus and  Ptolemaeus  and  Heracleon,  and  that  Irenaeus  points  out 
inconsistencies  between  the  doctrines  of  the  founder  and  those  of 
his  later  followers.  It  is  quite  irrelevant  to  insist  merely,  as 
Tischendorf  does,  that  Irenaeus  and  subsequent  writers  represent 
Ptolemaeus  and  Haracleon  and  other  Gnostics  of  his  time  as  of 
**  the  school  "  of  Valentinus.  The  question  simply  is,  whether  in 
doing  so  they  at  all  imply  that  these  men  were  not  contemporaries 
of  Irenaeus,  or  necessarily  assign  their  period  of  independent 
activity  to  the  lifetime  of  Valentinus,  as  Tischendorf  appears  to 
argue?  Most  certainly  not,  and  Tischendorf  does  not  attempt 
to  offer  any  evidence  that  they  do  so.  We  may  perceive  how 
utterly  worthless  such  a  fact  is  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  an 
early  date  by  merely  considering  the  quotation  which  Tischendorf 
himself  makes  from  Hippolytus :  "Valentinus,  therefore,  and 
Heracleon  and  Ptolemaeus,  and  the  whole  school  of  these,  disciples 

*  H^ann  wurden,  u.  s.  w.,  p.  48  . 

*  Si  autem  non  prolatum  esty  sed  a  se  generatum  est ;  et  simile  est,  et  frater- 
num^  et  ejusdetn  honoris  id  quod  est  vacuum,  ei  Patri  qui  pradictus  est  a 
Valentino  :  antiquius  autem  et  multo  ante  exsistens,  et  honorificentius  reliquis 
^onibus  ipsius  Ptolemai  et  Heracleonis,  et  reliquorum  omnium  qui  eadem 
opinantur  {Adv,  Ifter.,  ii.  4,  §  i). 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PTOLEMifiUS  AND  HERACLEON  415 


of   Pythagoras  and   Plato "'     If   the    statement   that    men 

are  of  a  certain  school  involves  the  supposition  of  coincidence  of 
time,  the  three  Gnostic  leaders  must  be  considered  contemporaries 
of  Pythagoras  or  Plato,  whose  disciples  they  are  said  to  be. 
Again,  if  the  order  in  which  names  are  mentioned,  as  Tischendorf 
contends  by  inference  throughout  his  whole  argument,  is  to 
involve  strict  similar  sequence  of  date,  the  principle  applied  to  the 
whole  of  the  early  writers  would  lead  to  the  most  ridiculous 
confusion.  Tischendorf  quotes  Epiphanius :  "  Cerdo  follows  these 
(the  Ophites,  Kainites,  Sethiani),  and  Heracleon."  Why  he  does 
so  it  is  difficult  to  understand,  unless  it  be  to  give  the  appearance 
of  multiplying  testimonies,  for  two  sentences  further  on  he  is 
obliged  to  admit :  "  Epiphanius  has  certainly  made  a  mistake,  as 
in  such  things  not  unfrequently  happens  to  him,  when  he 
makes  Cerdo,  who,  however,  is  to  be  placed  about  140,  follow 
Heracleon."^  This  kind  of  mistake  is,  indeed,  common  to  all  the 
writers  quoted,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  such  an  error 
is  committed  where  a  distinct  and  deliberate  affirmation  of  the 
point  is  concerned,  it  will  easily  be  conceived  how  little 
dependence  is  to  be  placed  on  the  mere  mention  of  names  in  the 
course  of  argument.  We  find  Irenaeus  saying  that  "neither 
Valentinus,  nor  Marcion,  nor  Satuminus,  nor  Basilides  "  possesses 
certain  knowledge,  3  and  elsewhere :  "  of  such  an  one  as  Valen- 
tinus, or  Ptolemaeus,  or  Basilides."^  To  base  an  argument  as  to 
date  on  the  order  in  which  names  appear  in  such  writers  is 
preposterous. 

Tischendorf  draws  an  inference  from  the  statement  that 
Heracleon  was  said  to  be  a  yvtopifw^  of  Valentinus,  that  Origen 
declares  him  to  have  been  his  friend,  holding  personal  intercourse 
with  him.  Origen,  however,  evidently  knew  nothing  individually 
on  the  point,  and  speaks  from  mere  heresay,  guardedly  using  the 
expression  "  said  to  be "  (keySfievov  tTvai  yvtopifiov).  But 
according  to  the  later  and  patristic  use  of  the  word,  yvtapifxas 
meant  nothing  more  than  a  "disciple,"  and  it  cannot  here  be 
necessarily  interpreted  into  a  "  contemporary."  Under  no  circum- 
stances could  such  a  phrase,  avowedly  limited  to  hearsay,  have 
any  weight.  The  loose  manner  in  which  the  Fathers  repeat  each 
other,  even  in  serious  matters,  is  too  well  known  to  every  one 
acquainted  with  their  writings  to  require  any  remark.  Their 
inaccuracy  keeps  pace  with  their  want  of  critical  judgment.     We 

*  A^ef,  Omn.  Hter,,  vi.  29. 

'  Wann  wurden,  u,  x.  w.,  p.  49.  We  do  not  here  enter  into  the  discussion 
of  the  nature  of  this  error  (see  Volkmar,  Dgr  Ursprung^  p.  129  f.;  Scholten, 
Die  alt.  Z^ugnisse^  p.  91  ;   Riggenbach,  Die  2^eugn.f,  a,  Ev.  fohan.^  1866, 

p.  79). 

3  Adv,  Har.,  u.  28,  8  6.  -•  lb,,  ii.  28,  §  9. 
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have  seen  one  of  the  mistakes  of  Epiphanius,  admitted  by 
Tischendorf  to  be  only  too  common  with  him,  which  illustrates 
how  little  such  data  are  to  be  relied  on.  We  may  point  out 
another  of  the  same  kind  committed  by  him  in  common  with 
Hippolytus,  pseudo-TertuUian,  and  PhSlastrius.  Mistaking  a 
passage  of  Irenaeus*  regarding  the  sacred  Tetrad  (Kol-Arbas)  of 
the  Valentinian  Gnosis,  Hippolytus  supposes  Irenasus  to  refer  to 
another  heretic  leader.  He  at  once  treats  the  Tetrad  as  such  a 
leader  named  "  Kolarbasus,"  and  after  dealing  (vi,  4)  with  the 
doctrines  of  Secundus,  Ptolemaeus,  and  Heracleon,  he  proposes, 
§  5,  to  show  "  what  are  the  opinions  held  by  Marcus  and 
Kolarbasus."'  At  the  end  of  the  same  book  he  declares  that 
Irenaeus,  to  whom  he  states  that  he  is  indebted  for  a  knowledge  of 
their  inventions,  has  completely  refuted  the  opinions  of  these 
heretics,  and  he  proceeds  to  treat  of  Basilides,  considering  that  it 
has  been  sufficiently  demonstrated  "  whose  disciples  are  Marcus 
and  Kolarbasus,  the  successors  of  the  school  of  Valentinus."3  At 
an  earlier  part  of  the  work,  he  had  spoken  in  a  more  independent 
way  in  reference  to  certain  persons  who  had  promulgated  great 
heresies  :  "Of  these,"  he  says,  **one  is  Kolarbasus,  who  endeavours 
to  explain  religion  by  measures  and  numbers."^  The  same  mistake 
is  committed  by  pseudo-Tertullians  and  Philastrius,^  each  of 
whom  devotes  a  chapter  to  this  supposed  heretic.  Epiphanius,  as 
might  have  been  expected,  fell  into  the  same  error,  and  he  pro- 
ceeds elaborately  to  refute  the  heresy  of  the  Kolarbasians,  "  which 
is  Heresy  XV."  He  states  that  Kolarbasus  follows  Marcus  and 
Ptolemaeus,7  and  after  discussing  the  opinions  of  this  mythical 
heretic  he  devotes  the  next  chapter,  "  which  is  Heresy  XVI.,"  to 
the  Heracleonites,  commencing  it  with  the  information  that  "A 
certain  Heracleon  follows  after  Kolarbasus."^  This  absurd  mis- 
take9  shows  how  little  these  writers  knew  of  the  Gnostics  of  whom 
they  wrote,  and  how  the  one  ignorantly  follows  the  other. 

The  order,  moreover,  in  which   they  set   the   heretic  leaders 
varies  considerably.     It  will  be  sufficient  for  us  merely  to  remark 


'  Adv.  Har.y  i.  14. 

*  Ref.  Omn,  Hctr.^  vi.,  §  5.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  chapter  on 
Kolarbasus  is  omitted  from  the  MS.  of  Hippolytus  which  we  possess.  Cf. 
Bunsen,  Hippolytus  u.  s.  Zeiit  1852,  p.  54  f. 

3  Ref,  Omn.  Hter.,  vi.,  §  55. 

*  *0i'  cfj  ft^v  KoMp^aaos,  ^s  5tA  /jJrpwv  Kal  cipidtiuv  iKTi$€<T0ai  BeoffipeioF 
inxeipet     Ref.  Omn.  Har.y  iv.,  §  13. 

5  Har,y  15.  *  lb.,  43. 

7  lb.,  XXXV.,  §  I,  p.  258.  *  ffar.,  xxxvi.,  §  I,  p.  262. 

'  Volkmar,  Die  Colarbasus -gnosis  in  Niednet^s  Zeitschr.  hist.  Theol. ,  1855  ; 
Der  Ursprung,  p.  128  f.;  Baur,  K.G.  d.  drei  erst.  Jahrh.,  p.  204;  anm.  i  ; 
Lipsius,  Der  Gnosticismus,  in  Ersch.  u.  Grubet^ s  Real.  EncykL;  Zur  Quellen- 
kritik  des  Epipk,,  p.  166  f.,  168  f.;  Scholten,  Die  dlL  Ze$4gnisse,  p.  91. 
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ht^ce  that  while  pseudo-Tertullian'  and  Philastrius^  adopt  the 
folk>wii^  (Mrder  alter  the  Val^itinians :  Ptolemseus,  Secundus, 
Herackon,  Marcus,  and  Kolarbasus ;  £piphanius3  places  them : 
Secundus,  Ptolemaeus,  Marcosians,  Kolarbasus,  and  Heracleon ; 
and  Hi|^x)lytus*  again:  Secundus,  Ptolemaeus,  Heracleon,  Marcus, 
and  Kolarbasus.  Tlie  vagueness  of  Irenseus  had  left  some 
latitude  here,  and  his  followers  were  uncertain.  The  somewhat 
singular  foct  that  Irenaeus  only  once  mentions  Heracleon,  whilst 
he  so  constantly  refers  to  Ptolemceus,  taken  in  connection  with 
this  order,  in  which  Heracleon  is  always  placed  after  Ptolemseus,^ 
and  by  Epiphanius  after  Marcus,  may  be  reasonal^  explained  by 
the  fact  that,  whilst  Ptolemaeus  had  already  gained  considerable 
notoriety  when  Irenaeus  wrote,  Heracleon  may  only  have  begun  to 
come  into  notice.  Since  Tischendorf  lays  so  much  stress  upon 
pseudo-Tertullian  and  Philastrins  making  Ptolemd&us  appear 
immediately  after  Valentinus,  this  explanation  is  after  his  own 
principles. 

We  have  already  pointed  out  that  there  is  not  a  single  passage 
in  Ireoaeus,  or  any  other  early  writer,  assigning  Ptolemeeus  and 
Heracleon  to  a  period  anterior  to  the  time  when  Irenseus  under- 
took to  refute  their  opinions.  IiKleed,  Tischendorf  has  not 
attempted  to  show  that  they  do,  and  he  has  merely,  on  the  strength 
of  the  general  expression  that  these  Gnostics  were  of  the  school  of 
Valentinus,  boldly  assigned  to  them  an  early  date.  Now,  as  we 
have,  stated,  he  himself  admits  that  Valenrinus  only  came  from 
Egypt  to  Rome  in  a.d.  140,  and  continued  teaching  till  160,^  and 
these  dates  are  most  dc»riy  given  by  Irenseus  himself.  ^  Why, 
then,  should  Ptolemseus  and  Heracleon,  to  take  an  extreme  case, 
not  have  known  Valentinus  in  their  youth,  and  yet  have  flourished 
chiefly  during  the  last  two  decades  of  the  second  century? 
Irenseus  himself  may  be  dted  as  a  parallel  case,  which  Tischendorf 
at  least  caimot  gainsay.  He  is  never  tired  of  telling  us  that 
Irenaeus  was  the  disciple  of  Polycarp,*  whose  martyrdom  he  sets 
about  A.D.  165 ;  and  he  considers  that  the  intercourse  of  Irenseus 
with  the  aged  Father  must  properly  be  put  about  A.D.  150,9  yet  he 
himself  dates  the  death  of  Irenaeus  a.d.  202,'°  and  nothing  is  more 
certain  than  that  the  period  of  his  greatest  activity  and  influence 
falls  precisely  in  the  last  twenty  years  of  the  second  century.  Upon 
his  own  data,  therefore,  that  Valentinus  may  have  taught  for 

'  ZTdpr.,  13  f.  «  /^.,  39  f.  3  /^.,  32  f. 

*  Ref,  Omn.  ffar.,  vi.,  §  3,  4,  5. 

s  Tertullian  also  makes  Heracleon  follow  Ptolemceiis  {Adv,  Fa/.,  4). 
^  IVann  tvurdtn,  n,  s.  v/,,  p.  43. 
7  Adv.  ffar.,  iii.  4,  §  3 ;  Euseb.,  H,  E.,  iv*  ii» 
^  fVann  vnmUftf  u*  s,  w.,  p  25^  p.  ir. 

»  /J*,  Pi  12.    Compare,  however,  p.  175  ft  »<*  /*.,  p.  11  f. 

2E 
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twenty  years  after  his  first  appearance  in  Rome  a.d.  140 — and 
there  is  no  ground  whatever  for  asserting  that  he  did  not  teach  for 
even  a  much  longer  period — Ptolemaeus  and  Heracleon  might 
well  have  personally  sat  at  the  feet  of  Valentinus  in  their  youth, 
AS  Irenaeus  is  said  to  have  done  about  the  very  same  period  at 
the  feet  of  Polycarp,  and  yet,  hke  him,  have  flourished  chiefly 
towards  the  end  of  the  century. 

Although  there  is  not  the  slightest  ground  for  asserting  that 
Ptoleroseus  and  Heracleon  were  not  contemporaries  with  Irenasus, 
flourishing  like  him  towards  the  end  of  the  second  century,  there 
are,  on  the  other  hand,  many  circumstances  which  altogether 
establish  the  conclusion  that  they  were.  We  have  already  shown, 
in  treating  of  Valentinus,'  that  Irenaeus  principally  directs  his  work 
against  the  followers  of  Valentinus  living  at  the  time  he  wrote, 
and  notably  of  Ptolemseus  and  his  school.^  In  the  pre&ce 
to  the  first  book,  having  stated  that  he  writes  after  personal 
intercourse  with  some  of  the  disciples  of  Valentinus,3  he  more 
definitely  declares  his  purpose :  **  We  will,  then,  to  the  best  of  our 
ability,  clearly  and  concisely  set  forth  the  opinions  of  those  who 
are  f$^w  (vvv)  teaching  heresy,  I  speak  particularly  of  the  disciples  of 
Ptolemctus  (Twv«-€/»t  IlroXc^ov),  whose  system  is  an  oflshoot  from 
the  school  of  Valentinus."*  Nothii^  could  be  more  explicit. 
Irenaeus  in  this  passage  distinctly  represents  Ptolemaeus  as  teaching 
at  the  time  he  is  writing,  and  this  statement  alone  is  decisive,  more 
especially  as  there  is  not  a  single  known  issX  which  is  jeither 
directly  or  indirectly  opposed  to  it. 

Tischendorf  lays  much  stress  on  the  evidence  of  Hippolytus  in 
coupling  together  the  names  of  Ptolemaeus  and  Heracleon  with 
that  of  Valentinus;  similar  testimony  of  the  same  writer,  fully 
confirming  the  above  statement  of  Irenaeus,  will,  therefore,  have 
the  greater  force.  Hippolytus  says  that  the  Valendnians  differed 
materially  among  themselves  regarding  certain  points  which  led  to 
divisions,  one  party  being  called  the  Oriental  and  the  other  the 
Italian,  "  They  of  the  Italian  party,  of  whom  is  Heracleon  and 
Ptolemaeus,  say^  etc.,... They,  however,  who  are  of  the  Oriental 
party,  of  whom  is  Axionicus  and  Bardesanes,  maintain,"  etc.^ 
Now,  Ptolemaeus  and  Heracleon  are  here  quite  clearly  represented 
as  being  ccxUemporary  with  Axionicus  and  Bardesanes,  and,  with- 
out discussii^  whether  Hippolytus  does  not,  in  continuation, 
describe  them  as  all  living  at  the  time  he  wrote,^  there  can  be  no 

'  Dr.  Westcott  admits  this  {On  the  Canm,  p.  266  f.). 
3  Sec  passage  quoted,  p.  332  f.  ♦  Adv.  Har,^  i.,  Prtrf,,^  §  2. 

5  Ref,  Omn,  JIar,,  vi.  35. 

>  Tischendorf  did  not  refer  to  these  passages  at  aU  originally,  and  only  does 
so  in  the  second  and  subsequent  editions  of  his  book,  in  reply  to  Volknuir  and 
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doubt  that  some  of  them  were,  and  that  this  evidence  confirms 
again  the  statement  of  Irenaeus.  Hippolytus,  in  a  subsequent  part 
of  his  work,  states  that  a  certain  Prepon,  a  Marcionite,  has 
introduced  something  new,  and  "  now,  in  our  own  time  (iv  rots 
Ka$*  17/Aas  xf^*'®*5  vvv),  has  written  a  work  regarding  the  heresy  in 
reply  to  Bardesanes."'  The  researches  of  Hilgenfeld  have  proved 
that  Bardesanes  lived  at  least  over  the  reign  of  Heliogabalus 
(218-222),  and  the  statement  of  Hippolytus  is  thus  confirmed.* 
Axionicus  again  was  still  flourishing  when  TertuUian  wrote  his 
work  s^inst  the  Valentinians  (201-226).  TertuUian  says : 
**  Axionicus  of  Antioch  alone  to  the  present  day  (ad  hodiemum) 
respects  the  memory  of  Valentinus,  by  keeping  fully  the  rules  of 
his  system."3  Although  on  the  whole  they  may  be  considered  to 
have  flourished  somewhat  earlier,  Ptolemaeus  and  Heracleon  are 
thus  shown  to  have  been  for  a  time  at  least  contemporaries  of 
Axionicus  and  Bardesanes.^ 

Moreover,  it  is  evident  that  the  doctrines  of  Ptolemaeus  and 
Heracleon  represent  a  much  later  form  of  Gnosticism  than  that 
of  Valentinus.  It  is  generally  admitted  that  Ptolemaeus  reduced 
the  system  of  Valentinus  to  consistency,?  and  the  inconsistencies 
which  existed  between  the  views  of  the  Master  and  these  later 
followers,  and  which  indicate  a  much  more  advanced  stage  of 
development,  are  constantly  pointed  out  by  Iremeus  and  the 
Fathers  who  wrote  in  refutation  of  heresy.  Origen  also  repre- 
sents Heracleon  as  amongst  those  who  held  opinions  sanctioned 
by  the  Church,^  and  both  he  and  Ptolemaeus  must  indubitably  be 
classed  amongst  the  latest  Gnostics.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that 
Ptolemaeus  and  Heracleon  were  contemporaries  of  Iren^eus  at  the 
time  he  composed  his  work  against  Heresies  (185-195),  both,  and 

others  in  the  Vorvjort  (p.  be.  f.),  and  in  a  note  (p.  49,  note  2).  Volkmar  argues 
from  the  opening  of  the  next  chapter  (36),  TaOra  oCf  iK^ivoi  ^elrwrw  Kar* 
a^oiJt(Lct  those  heretics,  therefore,  discuss  these  points  amongst  themselves), 
that  they  are  represented  as  contemporaries  of  Hippolytus  himself  at  the  time 
he  wrote  (a.d.  225-235),  Der  Ursprung^  p.  23,  p.  130  f.  It  is  not  our 
purpose  to  pursue  this  discussion,  but,  whatever  may  be  the  conclusion  as 
r^ards  the  extreme  deduction  of  Volkmar,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
passage  proves  at  least  the  date  which  was  assigned  to  them  against  Tischen- 
norf. 

»  Ref,  Omn,  ffar.,  \Hi.  31. 

=»  Hilgenfeld,  ^arti5?jM/K?j,  1864,  p.  11  ff.  ;  Volkmar,  Der  Urspmng,  p.  131, 
p.  23  ;  Lipsius,  Zeitschr.  wiss.  Theol.^  1867,  p.  80  ff.  ;  Riggenbach,  Die 
/.eugnisse  /  d,  Ev,  Johannis,  1866,  p.  78  f.  ;  Scholten,  Die  alt.  Zettgnisse, 
p.  90. 

3  Adv,  Vol,,  4;  Hilgenfeld,  Bardesanes,  p.  15;  Volkmar,  Der  Urspnmg, 
p.  i3of.  ;  Lipsius,  Zeitschr.  wiss.  TheoL,  1867,  p.  81. 

•»  Volkmar,  Der  Ursprtmg,  p.  23  f.,  p.  130  f.;  Lipsius,  Zeitschr.  iviss. 
Theol.,  1867,  p.  82 ;  Scholten,  Die  alt.  Zeugnisse,  p.  90. 

5  Westcott,  Oft  the  Canon,  p.  276. 

^  Injoh.,  T.  xvi.,  p.  236 f.  ;  Grabe,  Spicil Patr.,  ii.,  p.  I05. 
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especially  the  b^ter,  flourishing  and  writing  towards  the  end  of 
the  second  century. 

We  mentioned,  in  first  speaking  of  these  Gnostics,  that  £pi- 
phanius  has  preserved  an  Epistle,  attributed  to  Ptolemasus,  which 
IS  addressed  to  Flora,  one  of  his  disciples.'  This  Epistle  is 
neither  mentioned  by  IrensQUs  nor  by  any  other  writer  before 
Epiphanius.  There  is  nothing  in  the  Epistle  itself  to  show  that 
it  was  really  written  by  Ptolem^us  himself.  Assuming  it  to  be  by 
him,  however,  the  Epistle  was  in  all  probability  written  towards 
the  end  of  the  second  century,  and  it  does  not,  therefore,  come 
within  the  scope  of  our  inquiry.  We  may,  however,  briefly  notice 
the  supposed  references  to  our  Gospels  which  it  contains.  The 
writer  of  the  Epistle,  without  any  indication  of  a  written  source 
from  which  he  derived  them,  quotes  sayings  of  Jesus  for  which 
parallels  are  found  in  our  first  Gospel  These  sayings  are 
mtroduced  by  such  expressions  as  "he  said,"  "our Saviour  de- 
clared," but  never  as  quotations  from  any  Scripture.  Now,  in 
affirming  that  they  are  taken  from  the  Gospel  according  to 
Matthew,  apologists  exhibit  their  usual  arbitrary  haste,  for  we 
must  clearly  and  decidedly  state  that  there  is  not  a  single  one  of 
the  passages  which  does  not  present  decided  variations  from  the 
parallel  passages  in  our  first  Synoptic.  We  subjoin  for  comparison 
m  parallel  columns  the  passages  from  the  Epistle  and  Gospel : — 

Matt.  xii.  25. 
ira<ra  t6\is  1j   oUla  fiepuT0€7(ra 

Matt.  xix.  8  and  6, 

X^ei  a&roit  *0n  M^irifr^  wpbf  r^r 
ffKXripoKVLpSlcuf  v/unr  iir4Tpe}//€P  Vfiu' 
dwoXucou.  rdt  ywcuKas  vfiwp'  dw*  dfix^^ 
d^  oi    y^wep    olh-ias.     6 6    otv   6 


ErisTLE  (H^.R.  xxxin.,  §  3). 
OUla  yiip    1j   w6\is   iiepurBuaa.  iift 

^fAQp  dwt^paro 

§  4.  1^  ai^Kt  &ri  HvO^  wp6t  r^ 
ffKXifpwcapdUiP  VfiQp  ivirpeylfc  rb  diro- 

01)  y4yoP€P  olh-ias,  Qe6s  ydp^  ^o^^t 
(rvpij^€v^€  ra&nip  rV  cv^vyituf,  koX  t 
ffxtpij^ci^p     h     KijfuoSf     iip$pwros    /4^ 

8  4.  '0  ydp  Btbif  ipifffflPf  elxe,  rlfia  rbp 
iraWpa  ffov  koX  t^p  jiip^pa  coVf  tpa  ({> 
ffoi  yipjiTai.  vfuii  W,  ^nj^lp,  €lpi/fKaT(, 
TO*  J  wpeffpvrifHHS  \iytap,  dHapop  ry  0€(fi 

Kcd  ^KvptbffaTc  rbp  pbfiop  t<w  $€OVy  dcd 
T^p  rapddoaip  twp  Tpea^vr^ptap  vfiiop. 
ToOro  d^  'H<ro<iBJ  i^€<fH»)priff€P  elrtifp, 

*0  \abs  odros,  k.t.\ 


Matt.  xv.  4-8. 

*0  ydp  $€bt  ip€T(CXaro,  Xfywr*  T^ 
rbp  xaripa  koX  t^p  fiTfrcpa,  Koi  'O  roro- 
\oy(aPf  K.T.X.^  5.  vficTs  5i  Xf7eTr*0f 
hp  efiTd  T^  warpl  fj  rj  mjrpl,  /^Qpop,  d 
idp  i(  ifJLoOibipeXriBis,  xal  od  fi^i  rifii/faei 
rbp  varSpa  ofrroD,  1j  Hjp  fiip^pa  odroO* 

6.  Kal  "^KvpitHrare  rbp  pS/mp  toO  ^roS 
did  Hip  TopddoaiP  v/iQp, 

7.  vTOKpiral,  Kok&s  hrpo^^eisrep 
Ttpi  vfiQp  "H.<rataSy  Xryoiry 

8.  'O  \aM  <^ot,  c.r.X. 


'  Epiphanins,  Mttr.,  xxxiii.  3-7. 
This  phrase,  ftom  Leviticus  xx.  9,  occars  further  on  in  the  next  diapter. 
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EfISTI^E  (H/ER.  XXXII.,  §  3). 

6<f>6a\fxo0j  Koi  666vTa  iprl  666vTOi 

§  6.  iyCi  yh.p  Xiyta  vfjuv  fi^  dPTiar^al 

<Tt.a.y6va.^ 


Matt.  v.  38-39. 

'U«ro(Vrare  &ti  ipp€0ii'  *0^9a\fjMv  i^rl 
i<f>$aKfiov.  Kal  686vTa  dyri  666vTos.  39. 
iyCi>  $^  Xcyw  vjuify  /jltj  dyrtor^vat  r^^ 
Torrjpi}'  AXV  &mj  o-e  ftaTUrti  irl  -Hjp 
dc^cdr  <rou  (nay^i'a,  (rrpiypov  ojirrip  Kfd 
TTjp  AXKrjp- 


It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  Irenaeus  makes  very  explicit  state- 
ments as  to  the  recognition  of  other  sources  of  evangelical  truth 
than  our  Gospels  by  the  Valentinians,  regarding  which  we  have 
fully  written  when  discussing  the  founder  of  that  sect.^  We  know 
that  they  professed  to  have  direct  traditions  from  the  Apostles 
through  Theodas,  a  disciple  of  the  Apostle  Paul;3  and  in  the 
Epistle  to  Flora  allusion  is  made  to  the  succession  of  doctrine 
received  by  direct  tradition  from  the  Apostles.-*  Irenaeus  says  that 
the  Valentinians  profess  to  derive  their  views  from  unwritten 
sourceSjS  and  he  accuses  them  of  rejecting  the  Gospels  of  the 
Church  ;^  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  states  that  they  had  many 
Gospels  different  from  what  he  calls  the  Gospels  of  the  Apostles> 

With  regard  to  Heracleon,  it  is  Baid  that  he  wrote  Commentaries 
on  the  third  and  fourth  Gospels.  The  authority  for  this  statement 
is  very  insufficient.  The  assertion  with  reference  to  the  third 
Gospel  is  based  solely  upon  a  passage  in  the  Stromata  of  the 
Alexandrian  Clement  Clement  quotes  a  passage  found  in  Luke 
xii.  8,  II,  12,  and  says:  "  Expoimding  this  passage,  Heracleon, 
the  most  distinguished  of  the  school  of  Valentinus,  says  as  follows," 
etc,^  This  is  immediately  interpreted  into  a  quotation  from  a 
Commentary  on  Luke.9  We  merely  point  out  that  from  Clement's 
remark  it  by  no  means  follows  that  Heracleon  wrote  a  Commentary 
at  all ;  and,  further,  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  passage  com  - 
mented  upon  was  actually  from  our  third  Gospel.**'  The  Stromala 
of  Clement  were  not  written  until  after  a.d.  193,  and  in  them  we 
find  the  first  and  only  reference  to  this  supposed  Commentary* 
We  need  not  here  refer  to  the  Commentary  on  the  fourth  Gospel, 


*  In  the  next  chapter,  §   7,  there  is  ^va  yk.p  p.hvov  cli'at  dyaObp  $e6p  rbp 

iavrod  rarcpa  6  ffutnip  ^p,(ap  dre^f^paroj  k.t.X.     Cf.  Matt.  xix.  17 cIs  ifrrlp 

6  dya069. 

*  See  p.  342  flf.  3  Clemens  Al.,  Strom.  ^  vii.  17. 
^  Epiphanius,  ffar,^  xxxiii.  7. 

5  Adv,  ffar.,  i,  8,  §  i.  «  U.,  iii.  2,  §  I. 

7  lb,,  ill  II,  §  9.  •  Sfroni.,  iv.  9,  §  73. 

9  In  Lnae  i^itur  EvangelUun  Camnunt^uria  edidit  litracUon^  etc  (Grabe. 
SpicU  Patr,y\i.,i^Z'^, 

'°  The  second  reference  by  Clement  to  Heracleon  is  in  the  fragment  §  25  ; 
but  it  is  doubted  by  apologists  (cf.  Westco<t,  On  the  Canon,  p.  264).  It 
would,  however,  tend  to  show  that  the  apposed  Commentary  could  not  be 
upon  our  Luke,  as  it  refers  to  an  apostolic  mjunction  regarding  baptism  not 
found  in  our  Gospels. 
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which  is  merely  inferred  from  references  in  Origen  {c,  a.d.  225) 
but  of  which  we  have  neither  earlier  nor  fuller' information.*  We 
must,  however,  before  leaving  this  subject,  mention  that  Origen 
informs  us  that  Heracleon  quotes  from  the  Preaching  of  Peter 
(KiJ/»i»y/xa  llkrpov,  Prtedicatio  Petn)^  a  work  which,  as  we  have 
already  several  times  mentioned,  was  cited  by  Clement  of  Alexan- 
dria as  authentic  and  inspired  Holy  Scripture." 

The  epoch  at  which  Ptolemaeus  and  Heracleon  flourished  would, 
in  any  case,  render  testimony  r^arding  our  Gospels  of  little  value. 
The  actual  evidence  which  they  furnish,  howevCT,  is  not  of  a 
character  to  prove  even  the  existence  of  our  Synoptics,  and 
much  less  does  it  in  any  way  bear  upon  their  character  or 
authenticity. 

A  similar  question  of  date  arises  regarding  Celsus,  who  wrote  a 
work  entitled  Aoyos  aX^y^Js,  True  Doctrine,  which  is  no  longer 
extant,  of  which  Origen  composed  an  elalx^te  refutation.  The 
Christian  writer  takes  the  arguments  of  Celsus  in  detail,  presenting 
to  us,  therefore,  its  general  features,  and  giving  many  extracts ; 
and,  as  Celsus  professes  to  base  much  of  his  accusation  upon  the 
writings  in  use  amongst  Christians,  although  he  does  not  name  a 
single  one  of  them,  it  becomes  desirable  to  ascertain  what  those 
works  were,  and  the  date  at  which  Celsus  wrote.  As  usual,  we 
shall  state  the  case  by  giving  the  reasons  assigned  for  an  early 
date. 

Arguing  against  Volkmar  and  others,  who  maintain,  from  a 
passage  at  the  close  of  his  work,  that  Origen,  writing  about  the 
second  quarter  of  the  third  century,  represents  Celsus  as  his  con- 
temporary,3  Tischendorf,  referring  to  the  passage,  which  we  shall 
give  in  its  place,  proceeds  to  assign  an  earlier  date  upon  the  follow- 
ing grounds :  "  But,  indeed,  even  in  the  first  book,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  whole  work,  Origen  says  :  *  Therefore,  I  cannot 
compliment  a  Christian  whose  faith  is  in  dai^er  of  being  shaken 
by  Celsus,  who  yet  does  not  even  (ovSe)  still  (^rt)  live  the  common 
life  among  men,  but  already  and  long  since  (1781;  kqX  iraXat)  is  dead.' 

In  the  same  first  book  Origen  says  :  *  We  have  heard  that  there 

were  two  men  of  the  name  of  Celsus,  Epicureans,  the  first  under  Nero; 

*  Neither  of  the  works,  whatever  they  were,  could  have  been  written  before 
the  end  of  the  second  century.  Volkmar,  Der  Urspntng^  p.  22  f.,  130  f., 
165  ;  Scholten,  DU  dlt.  Zeu^isse^  p.  91  f.  ;  Ebrard,  Evang.  Gesch.^  p.  874, 
§  142 ;  Lipsius,  Zeitschr.  wiss  Thiol,  y  1867,  p.  81  f. 

»  Clem.  Al.,  Strom.,  vi.  5,  §  39,  6,  §  48,  7,  §  58^  15,  §  128.  Dr.  Westcott 
says  regarding  Ptolemaeus :  "Two  statements,  however,  which  he  makes  are 
at  \Turiance  with  the  Gospels :  that  our  Lord's  ministry  was  completed  in  a 
year  ;^nd  that  He  continued  for  eighteen  months  with  His  disciples  after  His 
resurrection  "  {On  the  Ca*ton,  p.  268). 

3  Volkmar,  Der  Ursprung,  p.  80  ;  Scholten,  Die  alt  Zengiiisse,  p.  99  f. 
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this  one '  (that  is  to  say,  ours)  *  under  Hadrian  and  later.'  It  is  not 
impossible  that  Origen  mistakes  when  he  identified  his  Celsus 
with  the  Epicurean  living  *  under  Hadrian  and  later ';  but  it  is 
impossible  to  convert  the  same  Celsus  of  whom  Origen  says  this 
into  a  contemporary  of  Origen.  Or  would  Origen  himself,  in  the 
first  book,  redly  have  set  his  Celsus  *  under  Hadrian  (ii  7-138) 
and  later,'  yet  in  the  eighth  have  said  :  *  We  will  wait  (about  225) 
to  see  whether  he  will  still  accomplish  this  design  of  making 
another  work  follow '  ?  Now,  until  some  better  discovery  regarding 
Celsus  is  attained,  it  will  be  well  to  hold  to  the  old  opinion  that 
Celsus  wrote  his  book  about  the  middle  of  the  second  century, 
probably  between  150-160,"  etc' 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  pdnt  out  that  the  only  argument 
advanced  by  Tischendorf  bears  solely  against  the  assertion  that 
Celsus  was  a  contemporary  of  Origen,  "about  225,"  and  leaves 
the  actual  date  entirely  unsettled.  He  not  only  admits  that  the 
statement  of  Origen  regarding  the  identity  of  his  opponent  with 
the  Epicurean  of  the  reign  of  Hadrian  "and  later"  may  be 
erroneous,  but  he  tacitly  rejects  it,  and,  having  abandoned  the 
conjecture  of  Origen  as  groundless  and  untenable,  he  substitutes 
a  conjecture  of  his  own,  equally  unsupported  l^  reasons,  that 
Celsus  probably  wrote  between  150-160.  Indeed,  he  does  not 
attempt  to  justify  this  date,  but  arbitrarily  decides  to  hold  by  it 
until  a  better  can  be  demonstrated.  He  is  forced  to  admit  the 
ignorance  of  Origen  on  the  point,  and  he  does  not  conceal  his 
own. 

Now  it  is  dear  that  the  statement  of  Origen  in  the  preface  to 
his  work,  quoted  above,  that  Celsus,  against  whom  he  writes,  is 
long  since  dead,*  is  made  in  the  belief  that  this  Celsus  was  the 
Epicurean  who  lived  under  Hadrian,^  which  Tischendorf,  although 
he  avoids  explanation  of  the  reason,  rightly  recognises  to  be  a 
mistake.  Origen  undoubtedly  knew  nothing  of  his  adversary, 
and  it  obviously  follows  that,  his  impression  that  he  is  Celsus  the 
Epicurean  being  erroneous,  his  statement  that  he  was  long  since 
dead,  which  is  based  upon  that  impression,  loses  all  its  value. 
Origen  certainly  at  one  time  conjectured  his  Celsus  to  be  the 
Epicurean  of  the  reign  of  Hadrian,  for  he  not  only  says  so  directly 
in  the  passage  quoted,  but  on  the  strength  of  his  belief  in  the 
fact  he  accuses  him  of  inconsistency.  "  But  Celsus,"  he  says, 
"  must  be  convicted  of  contradicting  himself ;  for  he  is  discovered 
from  other  of  his  works  to  have  been  an  Epicurean;  but  here, 
because  he  considered  that  he  could  attack  the  Word  more 
effectively  by  not  avowing  the  views  of  Epicurus,  he  pretends,  etc. 

«  ^P^afin  wurden,  u,  s.w.,  p.  74.  •  CoHira  Cels,y  Praf.y  §  4. 

3  /^.,  i.  8. 
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Remark,  therefore,  the  falseness  of  his  mind,"  etc.*    And 

from  time  to  time  he  continues  to  refer  to  him  as  an  Epicurean,^ 
although  it  is  evident  that,  in  the  writing  before  him,  he  con- 
stantly finds  evidence  that  he  is  of  a  wholly  different  school. 
Beyond  this  belief,  founded  avowedly  on  mere  hearsay,  Origen 
absolutely  knows  nothing  of  the  personality  of  Celsus  or  the 
time  at  which  he  wrote,3  and  he  sometimes  very  naively  expresses 
his  uncertainty  r^arding  him.  Referring  in  one  place  to  certain 
passages  which  seem  to  imply  a  belief  in  magic  on  the  part  of 
Celsus,  Origen  adds :  "  I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  the  same 
who  has  written  several  books  against  magic."*  Elsewhere  he 
says:  ^* the  Epicurean  Celsus  (if  he  be  the  same  who  com- 
posed two  other  books  against  Christians),"  etc.5 

Not  only  is  it  apparent  that  Origen  knows  nothing  of  the 
Celsus  with  whom  he  is  dealing,  but  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  avoid  the  conviction  that,  during  the  time  he  was  composing  his 
work,  his  impressions  concerning  the  date  and  identity  of  his 
opponent  became  considerably  modified.  In  the  earlier  portion  of 
the  first  book^  he  has  heard  that  his  Celsus  is  the  Epicurean  of 
the  reign  of  Hadrian ;  but  a  little  further  on^  he  confesses  his 
ignorance  as  to  whether  he  is  the  same  Celsus  who  wrote  against 
magic,  which  Celsus  the  Epicurean  actually  did.  In  the  fourth 
book,^  he  expresses  uncertainty  as  to  whether  the  Epicurean 
Celsus  had  composed  the  work  against  Christians  which  he  is 
refuting,  and  at  the  close  of  his  treatise  he  seems  to  treat  him  as  a 
contemporary.  He  writes  to  his  friend  Ambrosius,  at  whose 
request  the  refutation  of  Celsus  was  undertaken :  "  Know,  how- 
ever, that  Celsus   has  promised  to    write   another  treatise  after 

this    one If,    therefore,    he     has    not    fulfilled    his    promise 

to  write  a  second  book,  we  may  well  be  satisfied  with  the 
eight  books  in  reply  to  his  Discourse.  If,  however,  he  has 
commenced  and  finished  this  work  also,  seek  it  and  send 
it  in  order  that  we  may  answer  it  alstj,  and  confute  the 
false  teaching  in  it,"  etc.9     From  this  passage,  and  supported  by 

»  Cf.  Contra  Ceh.y  1.  8. 

*  Cf.  ib,y  i.  10,  21  ;  iii.  75,  80;  iv.  36. 

»  Neander,  K,  (7.,  1842,  i.,  p.  274.  *  Contra  Cels,,  L  68. 

5  Jb.y  iv.  36.  *  i.  8.  7  i.  68.  «  iv;  36. 

5  ''Itf'^c  fUrroi  iraYfe\\6fiepop  rbv  K^X<roy  AlOiO  o-'hraytMa,  fierik  twto  t«iJ- 

ff€iv Ei  fih  o^p  o{>K  fypaxpfy  vTtxrx^fi^i'os  rbp   dei^repov   \6yoPf    €0  d^  ^x®* 

ipKciffBai  ijfiat  roii  6ktu}  irpbs  rhv  Xiryov  airrou  vTrayopevdeTcri  pi^Xlois,  El  8^ 
KaKetrov  dp^fievot  a-weriXetref  fjjriytf'oy,  Kal  T€ft}f/oy  t6  <r6yypafj.fiaj  Ua  Kal  Tpbi 
iK€U'Q.....j6wti.yopc{MrwT€t,  Kol  T9iv  iv  iKclvifi  }lf€vdodo^iap  ij^arp' if/Ufji^eir  k.t,\. 
Contra.  Cels. ,  viii.  76.  We  quote  above  the  rendering  of  the  passage  referred 
to,  p.  422,  upon  which  Tischendorf  {[Vann  ivurden^  «.  s.  w.,  p.  73  f.) 
insists.  We  may  mention  that,  in  strictness,  the  ori^^l  Greek  reads  : 
**  promises"  instead  of  "has  promised"; **  did  not  write  "  instead  of  "has 
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other  considerations,  Volkmar  and  others  assert  that  Celsus  was 
really  a  contemporary  of  Origen.'  To  this,  as  we  have  seen, 
Tischendorf  merely  replies  by  pointing  out  that  Origen,  in  the 
prefece,  says  that  Celsus  was  already  dead,  and  that  he  was  identical 
with  the  Epicurean  Celsus  who  flourished  under  Hadrian  and 
later.  The  former  of  these  statements,  however,  was  made  under 
the  impression  that  the  latter  was  correct,  and,  as  it  is  generally 
agreed  that  Origen  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  Cdsus  the 
Epicurean  was  the  author  of  the  Aoyos  aX?;^/s,  and  Tischendorf 
himself  admits  the  fact,  the  two  earlier  statements,  that  Celsus 
flourished  under  Hadrian,  and  consequently  that  he  had  long  been 
dead,  fall  together,  whilst  the  subsequent  doubts  regarding  his 
identity  not  only  stand,  but  rise  into  assurance  at  the  close  of 
the  work,  in  the  final  request  to  Ambrosius.^  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  first  statements  and  the  closing  paragraphs  are 
contradictory,  and,  whilst  almost  all  critics  pronounce  against  the 
accuracy  of  the  former,  the  inferences  from  the  latter  retain  full 
force,  confirmed  as  they  are  by  the  intermediate  doubts  expressed 
by  Origen  himself. 

Even  those  who,  like  Tischendorf,  in  an  arbitrary  manner 
assign  an  early  date  to  Celsus,  although  they  do  not  support  their 
conjectures  by  any  satisfactory  reasons  of  their  own,  all  tacitly  set 
aside  these  of  Origen.3  It  is  generally  admitted  by  these,  with 
Lardner^  and  Michaelis,5  that  the  Epicurean  Celsus,  to  whom 
Origen  was  at  one  time  disposed  to  refer  the  work  against 
Christianity,  was  the  writer  of  that  name  to  whom  Lucian,  his 
friend  and  contemporary,  addressed  his  Alexander  or  Pseudo- 
mantis,  and  who  really  wrote  against  magic,^  as  Origen  mentions.7 

not  wriUcQ";  and  "commenced  and  finished''  instead  of  **has  commenced 
and  finished."  This,  however,  does  not  materially  affect  Ihe  argument  of 
Volkmar. 

*  Volkmar,  Der  Unprung,  p.  80,  cf.  165 ;  Scholten,  DU  iIlL  Zeugnisse^ 
p.  100  ;  of.  Riggenbach,  Die  Zeugn.  /.  d.  Ev.  Johann. ,  p.  83  ;  Ueberweg» 
Grundriss  der  Gesch,  der  Phiics,  dts  AUertlu^  1S67,  i.,  p.  237. 

=*  C^///ra  CV/r.,  viii.  76. 

3  Kirchhofer  says  that  Origen  himself  does  not  assign  a  date  to  the  work 
of  Celsus :  "  bat  as  he  (CeUas)  speaks  of  the  Marcionites,  he  must,  in  any 
case,  be  set  in  the  second  half  of  the  second  century  "  {QueilensammLy  p.  330, 
anm.  1).  Lardner  decides  that  Celsus  wrote  under  Marcus  Aurelius,  and 
chooses  to  date  him  A.i).  176  {^WorkSy  viii.,  p.  6).  Bindemann  dates  between 
170-180  {Zeitschr,  f.  d.  Hist.  TheoL,  1842,  H.  2,  p.  60,  107  f.;  cf.  Anger, 
Synops.  Ev.  Proleg.y  p.  xl.;  Michaelis,  Einl.  N.  B.*  1788,  i.,  p.  41  ;  Riggen- 
Wh,  Z>f>  TUugn.f.  d.  Ev.Johan.,  p.  83 ;  Zeller,  Theoi.Jahrb.,  1845,  p.  629). 
Dr.  Westcott  dates  Celsus  **  towards  the  close  of  the  second  century  "  \0n  ths 
Canon y  p.  356).  Keim  dates  the  work  aliout  A.n.  178  {Ccisui  IVahres  Woft^ 
1873,  p.  261  f.) ;  so  also  P«^lagaud,  Et.  mr  Cehe,  1878,  p.  207  f. 

♦  works y  viii.,  p.  6.  s  Eini.  A^.  i9.,  i.,  p.  41.  *  "^^vUikwri.^,  §21. 
^  Contra  Ccis.,  i.  68  ;    Neander,  K.  C,  i.,  u.  275  ;    Baur,  K.  C,  drei  erst, 

Jahrh.y  p.  383,  anm.  I  ;  cf.  Keim,  Celsus'  iVahres  Wort,  1873,  p.  275  f. 
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But  although  on  this  account  Lardner  assigns  to  him  the  date  of 
A.D.  176,  the  fact  is  that  Lucian  did  not  write  his  Pseudomantis, 
as  Lardner  is  obliged  to  admit,'  until  the  reign  of  the  Emperor 
Commodus  (180-193),  and  even  upon  the  supposition  that  this 
Celsus  wrote  against  Christianity,  of  which  there  is  not  the 
slightest  evidence,  there  would  be  no  ground  for  dating  the  work 
before  a.d.  180.  On  the  contrary,  as  Lucian  does  not  in  any  way 
refer  to  such  a  writing  by  his  friend,  there  would  be  strong  reason 
for  assigning  the  work,  if  it  be  supposed  to  be  written  by  him,  to 
a  date  subsequent  to  the  Pseudomantis.  It  need  not  be  remarked 
that  the  references  of  Celsus  to  the  Marcionites,*  and  to  the 
followers  of  Marcellina,3  only  so  far  bear  upon  the  matter  as  to 
exclude  an  early  date.* 

It  requires  very  slight  examination  of  the  numerous  extracts 
from,  and  references  to,  the  work  which  Origen  seeks  to  refute, 
however,  to  convince  any  impartial  mind  that  the  doubts  of  Origen 
were  well  founded  as  to  whether  Celsus  the  Epicurean  were  really 
the  author  of  the  Aoyos  dkrjO^s.  As  many  critics  of  all  shades  of 
opinion  have  long  since  determined,  so  far  from  being  an  Epicu- 
rean, the  Celsus  attacked  by  Origen,  as  the  philosophical  opinions 
which  he  everywhere  expresses  clearly  show,  was  a  Neo-Platonist. 
Indeed,  although  Origen  seems  to  retain  some  impression  that  his 
antagonist  must  be  an  Epicurean,  as  he  had  heard,  and  frequently 
refers  to  him  as  such,  he  does  not  point  out  Epicurean  sentiments 
in  his  writings,  but,  on  the  contrary,  not  only  calls  upon  him  no 
longer  to  conceal  the  school  to  which  he  belongs  and  avow  him- 
self an  Epicurean, 5  but  accuses  him  of  expressing  views  incon- 
sistent with  that  philosophy,^  or  of  so  concealing  his  Epicurean 
opinions  that  it  might  be  said  that  he  is  an  Epicurean  only  in 
name.7  On  the  other  hand,  Origen  is  clearly  surprised  to  find 
that  he  quotes  so  largely  from  the  writings,  and  shows  such 
marked  leaning  towards  the  teaching,  of  Plato,  in  which  Celsus 
indeed  finds  the  original  and  purer  form  of  many  Christian 
doctrines  f  and  Origen  is  constantly  forced  to  discuss  Plato  in 
meeting  the  arguments  of  Celsus. 

The  author  of  the  work  which  Origen  refuted,  therefore,  instead 
of  bemg  an  Epicurean,  as  Origen  supposed  merely  from  there 
having  been  an  Epicurean  of  the  same  name,  was  undoubtedly  a 

'  Works t  viii.,  p.  6;  cf.  Bindemann,  Zeitschr,  hist.  TAeo/.f  1^42^  K.  2, 
p.  107.  ^ 

«  Con/ra  Cels.,  v.  62,  vi.  53,  74.  3  Jb,,  v.  62. 

*  Irenseus  says  that  Marcelfina  came  to  Rome  under  Anicetus  (157-168),  and 
tnade  many  followers  {Adv.  Ifier,,  i.  25,  S  6 :  cf.  Epiphanius,  liar,,  xxviL  6). 

*  Contra  Ceis,,  iii.  80,  iv.  44.  ^  lb.,  1.  8.  ^  /^.,  iv.  54. 

8  Ib,y  i.  32^  iii.  63,  iv.  54,  55,  S3,  vi.  i,  6,  8,  9,  10,  12,  13,  15,  16,  17,  i8y 
19,  20,  47,  vii*  i8,  31,  4±,  58  r.,  elcv 
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Neo-Platonist,  as  Mosheim  long  ago  demonstrated,  of  the  school 
of  Ammonms,  who  founded  the  sect  at  the  close  of  the  second 
century.'  The  promise  of  Celsus  to  write  a  second  book  with 
practical  rules  for  living  in  accordance  with  the  philosophy  he 
promulgates,  to  which  Origen  refers  at  the  close  of  his  work,  con- 
firms this  conclusion,  and  indicates  a  new  and  recent  system  of 
philosophy.'*  An  Epicurean  would  not  have  thought  of  such  a 
work — it  would  have  been  both  appropriate  and  necessary  in  con- 
nection with  Neo-Platonism. 

We  are,  therefore,  constrained  to  assign  the  work  of  Celsus  to 
at  least  the  early  part  of  the  third  century,  and  to  the  reign  of 
Septimius  Severus.  In  it,  Celsus  repeatedly  accuses  Christians  of 
teaching  their  doctrines  secretly  and  against  the  law,  which  seeks 
them  out  and  punishes  them  with  death,3  and  this  indicates  a 
period  of  persecution.  Lardner,  assuming  the  writer  to  be  the 
Epicurean  friend  of  Lucian,  supposes  from  this  clue  that  the 
persecution  referred  to  must  have  been  that  under  Marcus 
Aurelius  (t  i8o),  and,  practically  rejecting  the  data  of  Origen  him- 
self, without  advancing  sufficient  reasons  of  his  own,  dates  Celsus 
A.D.  176.^  As  a  Neo-Platonist,  however,  we  are  more  accurately 
led  to  the  period  of  persecution  which,  from  embers  never  wholly 
extinct  since  the  time  of  Marcus  Aurelius,  burst  into  fierce  flame, 
more  especially  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Severus'  (a.d. 
202),  and  continued  for  many  years  to  afflict  Christians. 

It  is  evident  that  the  dates  assigned  by  apologists  are  wholly 
arbitrary,  and  even  if  our  argument  for  the  later  epoch  were  very 
much  less  conclusive  than  it  is,  the  total  absence  of  evidence  for  an 
earlier  date  would  completely  nullify  any  testimony  derived  from 
Celsus.  It  is  sufficient  for  us  to  add  that,  whilst  he  refers  to 
incidents  of  Gospel  history  and  quotes  some  sayings  which  have 
parallels,  with  more  or  less  of  variation,  in  our  Gospels,  Celsus 
nowhere  mentions  the  name  of  any  Christian  book,  unless  we 
except  the  Book  of  Enoch  i^  and  he  accuses  Christians,  not  with- 
out reason,  of  interpolating  the  books  of  the  Sibyl,  whose  authority, 
he  states,  some  of  them  acknowledged.  ^ 

The  last  document  which  we  need  examine  in  connection  with 
the  synoptic  Gospels  is  the  list  of  New  Testament  and  other 
writings  held  in  consideration  by  the  Church,  which  is  generally 
called,  after  its  discoverer  and  first  editor,  the  Canon  of  MuratorL 

*  InsL  HUL  Ectles,,  Hb.  i.,  sac.  ii.,  p.  1,  cap.  2,  §  8 ;  /><?  Rebtts  Ckrisi.i 
sac,  ii.,  §  19,  §  27. 

»  Cf.  Neander,  K,  (7.,  i.,  p.  278. 

3  Origen,  Contra  Ctls.y  L  I,  3,  7,  viii,  69. 

*  Works y  viii.,  p.  6.  5  Easeb.,  H,  E.s  vi*  !»  2, 
«  Contra  Cels.,  v.  54,  55.  7  /^.,  vii.  53,  56. 
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This  interesting  fragment,  which  was  published  in  1740  by 
Muratori  in  his  collection  of  Italian  antiquities,'  at  one  time 
belonged  to  the  monastery  of  Bobbio,  founded  by  the  Irish  monk 
Columban,  and  was  found  by  Muratori  in  the  Ambrosian  Library 
at  Milan  in  a  MS.  containing  extracts  of  little  interest  from  writings 
of  Eucherius,  Ambrose,  Chrysostom,  and  others.  Muratori 
estimated  the  age  of  the  MS.  at  about  a  thousand  years,  but  so 
far  as  we  are  aware  no  thoroughly  competent  judge  has  since 
expressed  any  opinion  upon  the  point.  The  fragment,  which  is 
defective  both  at  the  commencement  and  at  the  end,  is  written  in 
an  apologetic  tone,  and  professes  to  give  a  list  of  the  writings  which 
are  recognised  by  the  Christian  Church.  It  is  a  document  which 
has  no  official  character,  but  which  merely  conveys  the  private 
views  and  information  of  the  anonymous  writer,  re|;arding  whom 
nothing  whatever  is  known.  From  any  point  of  view,  the  com- 
position is  of  a  nature  permitting  the  widest  differences  of  opinion. 
It  is  by  some  affirmed  to  be  a  complete  treatise  on  the  books 
received  by  the  Church,  from  which  fragments  have  been  lost ; 
whilst  others  consider  it  a  mere  fragment  in  itself.  It  is  written 
in  Latin,  which  by  some  is  represented  as  most  corrupt,  whilst 
others  uphold  it  as  most  correct.^  The  text  is  further  rendered 
almost  unintelligible  by  every  possible  inaccuracy  of  orthography 
and  grammar,  which  is  ascribed  diversely  to  the  transcriber,  to  the 
translator,  and  to  both.  Indeed,  such  is  the  elastic  condition  of 
the  text,  resulting  from  errors  and  obscurity  of  every  imaginable 
description,  that,  by  means  of  ingenious  conjectures,  critics  are 
able  to  find  in  it  almost  any  sense  they  desire.  Considerable 
difference  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  original  language  of  the 
fragment,  the  grater  number  of  critics  maintaining  that  the  com- 
position is  a  translation  from  the  Greek,  whilst  others  assert  it  to 
have  been  originally  written  in  Latin.3  Its  composition  is  variously 
attributed  to  the  Church  of  Africa  and  to  a  member  <rf  the  Church 
in  Rome. 

The  fragment  commences  with  the    conduding    portion   of 

»  Aniiquii*  Ital,  Med,  Aivi^  iii.,  p.  851  f. 

**  Volkmar  considers  it  in  reality  the  reverse  of  corrupt.  Afber  allowing  for 
peculiarities  of  speech,  and  for  the  results  of  an  Irish- English  prononciation  by 
the  monk  who  transcribed  it,  he  finds  the  characteristic  original  Latin,  the  old 
lingua  volgata  which,  in  the  Ronmn  provinces,  such  as  Africa,  etc,  was  the 
written  as  well  as  the  spoken  language  {Anhang  zu  Credner's  Oesch.  N,  T, 
Kanon^  p.  341  f.). 

3  If  the  fragment,  as  there  is  some  reason  to  believe,  was  origjindly  written 
in  Latin,  it  furnishes  evidence  that  it  was  not  written  till  the  third  century. 
Dr.  Westcott,  who  concludes  from  the  order  of  the  Gospels,  etc.,  that  it  was 
not  written  in  Africa,  admits  that  "There  b  ho  evidence  of  the  existence  of 
Christian  Latin  literature  out  of  Africa  till  about  the  close  of  the  second 
century.'* 
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a  sentence.. i^./'^^j  iamen  inUrfuitei  ita  posuW^ — ''at  which 
nevertheless  he  was  present,  and  thus  he  placed  it"  The  MS. 
then  proceeds :  **  Third  book  of  the  Gospel  according  to  Luke. 
Luke,  that  physician,  after  the  ascension  of  Christ  when  Paul  took 

him  with  him ,  wrote  it  in  his  name  as  he  deemed  best  (ex 

^m/{W^)^nevertheless  he  had  not  himself  seen  the  Lord  in  the 
flesh — and  he  too,  as  far  as  he  could  obtain  infcnmation,  also 
begins  to  speak  from  the  nativity  of  John."  The  text,  at  the 
sense  of  which  this  is  a  closely  approximate  guess,  though  several 
other  interpretations  might  be  maintained,  is  as  follows :  Tertio 
etfangeiii  librum  secundo  Lucan  Lucas  tste  medicut  post  ascensum 
Christi  cum  to  Paulus  quasi  ut  juris  sttitUosum  secundum  adsum- 
sisset  mtmeni  suo  ex  opimone  concribset  dominum  tamen  nee  ipse 
vidit  in  came  et  idem  prout  asequi  potuit  ita  et  ad  nativitate 
Johannis  incipet  dicere. 

The  MS.  goes  on  to  speak  in  more  intdl^ble  language  "  of 
the  fourth  of  the  Gospels  of  John,  one  of  the  disciples"  {Quarti 
evangeliorum  Johannis  ex  decipolis\  regarding  the  composition  of 
which  the  writer  relates  a  l^end,  which  we  shall  quote  when  we 
come  to  deal  with  that  Gospel.  The  fragment  then  proceeds  to 
mention  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles — which  is  ascribed  to  Luke — 
thirteen  epistles  of  Paul  in  peculiar  order,  and  it  then  refers  to  an 
Epistle  to  the  Laodiceans  and  another  to  the  Alexandrians,  forged^ 
in  the  name  of  Paul,  after  the  heresy  of  Mardon,  "and  many 
others  which  cannot  be  received  by  the  Catholic  Church,  as  gall 
must  not  be  mixed  with  vinegar."  The  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians 
bore  the  name  of  Epistle  to  the  Laodiceans  in  the  list  of  Marcion, 
and  this  may  be  a  reference  to  it.»  The  EfHstle  to  the  Alex- 
andrians is  generally  identified  with  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews, 
although  some  critics  think  this  doubtftil,  or  deny  the  fact,  and 
consider  both  Epistles  referred  to  pseudographs  attributed  to  the 
Apostle  Paul.  The  Epistle  of  Jude  and  two  (the  second  and 
third)  Epistles  of  John  are,  with  some  tone  of  doubt,  mentioned 
amongst  the  received  books,  and  so  is  the  Book  of  Wisdom. 
The  Apocalypses  of  John  and  of  Peter  only  are  received,  but 
some  object  to  the  latter  being  read  in  church. 

The  Epistle  of  James,  both  Epistles  of  Peter,  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews  (which  is,  however,  probably  that  entitled  here  the  Epistle 
to  the  Alexandrians),  and  the  first  Epistle  of  John  are  omitted 
altogether,  with  the  exception  of  a  quotation  which  is  supposed 
to  be  from  the  last-named  Epistle,  to  which  we  shall  hereafter 

*  Tertunian,  Adv.  Afarc,  v.  17.  Hilgenfeld,  Der  Kanon^  p.  42;  Sdiolten, 
Di^  ait*  Z^ntsse,  p.  129  |  Westcott,  On  ike  CamHt  p.  190,  note  i.  Cf. 
Schnekenburger,  Beitr.  EinI,  N.  T.,  1832,  p.  15J  f.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  reference  is  made  in  the  Epistle  to  &ie  Colossians  to  an  Epistle  to  the 
Laodiceans  which  is  lost  (Col.  iv.  16). 
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refer.  Special  reference  is  made  to  the  Shepherd  of  Hennas, 
regarding  which  the  writer  expresses  his  opinion  that  it  should 
be  read  privately  but  not  pubUcly  in  church,  as  it  can  be  classed 
neither  amongst  the  books  of  the  prophets  nor  of  the  apostles. 
The  fragment  concludes  with  the  rejection  of  the  writings  of 
several  heretics. 

It  is  inferred  that  in  the  missing  commencement  of  the  frag- 
ment the  first  two  Synoptics  must  have  been  mentioned.  This, 
though  of  course  most  probable,  cannot  actually  be  ascer- 
tained, and  so  fiBu-  as  these  Gospels  are  concerned,  therefore, 
the  "  Canon  of  Muratori "  only  furnishes  conjectural  evidence. 
The  statement  r^arding  the  third  Synoptic  merely  proves  the 
existence  of  that  Gospel  at  the  time  the  fragment  was  composed, 
and  we  shall  presently  endeavour  to  form  some  idea  of  that  date. 
Beyond  this,  the  information  given  does  not  at  all  tend  to 
establish  the  unusual  credibility  claimed  for  the  Gospels.  It  is 
declared  by  the  fragment,  as  we  have  quoted,  that  the  third  Synoptic 
was  written  by  Luke,  who  had  not  himself  seen  the  Lord,  but 
narrated  the  history  as  best  he  was  able.  It  is  worthy  of  remark, 
moreover,  that  even  the  Apostle  Paul,  who  took  Luke  wth  him 
after  the  Ascension,  had  not  been  a  follower  of  Jesus,  nor  had 
seen  him  in  the  flesh;  and  certainly  he  did  not,  by  the  showing 
of  his  own  £4>istles,  associate  much  with  the  other  Apostles,  so 
that  Luke  could  not  have  had  much  opportunity  while  with 
him  of  acquiring  any  intimate  knowledge  of  the  events  of 
Gospel  history.  It  is  undeniable  that  the  third  Sync^tic  is  not 
the  narrative  of  an  eye-witness,  and  the  occurrences  which  it 
records  did  not  take  place  in  the  presence  or  within  the  personal 
knowledge  of  the  writer,  but  were  derived  from  tradition,  or  from 
written  sources.  Such  testimony,  therefore,  could  not  in  any  case 
be  of  much  service  to  our  third  Synoptic ;  but  when  we  consider 
the  uncertainty  of  the  date  at  which  the  fragment  was  composed, 
and  the  certainty  that  it  could  not  have  been  written  at  an  early 
period,  it  will  become  apparent  that  the  value  of  its  evidence  is 
reduced  to  a  minimum. 

We  have  already  mentioned  tliat  the  writer  of  this  fragment 
is  totally  unknown,  nor  does  there  exist  any  clue  by  which 
he  can  be  identified.  All  the  critics  who  have  assigned  an 
early  date  to  the  composition  of  the  fragment  have  based  their 
conclusion,  almost  solely,  upon  a  statement  made  by  the  author 
regarding  the  Shepherd  of  Hermas.  He  says :  **  Hermas  in  truth 
composed  the  Shepherd  very  recently  in  our  times  in  the 
city  of  Rome,  the  Bishop  Pius  his  brother,  sitting  in  the 
chair  of  the  church  of  the  city  of  Rome.  And,  therefore,  it 
should  indeed  be  read,  but  it  carmot  be  published  in  the 
church  to  the  people,  neither  being  among  the  prophets,  whose 
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number  is  complete,  nor  amongst  the  apostles  in  the  latter 
days,"' 

Muratori,  the  discoverer  of  the  MS.,  conjectured  for  various 
reasons,  which  need  not  be  here  detailed,  that  the  fragment  was 
written  by  Caius  the  Roman  Presbyter,  who  flourished  at  the  end 
of  the  second  {c  a.d.  196)  and  beginning  of  the  third  century,  and 
in  this  he  was  followed  by  a  few  others.'  The  great  mass  of 
critics,  however,  have  rejected  this  conjecture,  as  they  have 
likewise  negatived  the  fanciful  ascripticm  of  the  compositicm  by 
Simon  de  Magistris  to  Papias  of  Hierapolis,^  and  by  Bunsen  to 
H^esippus.4  Such  attempts  to  identify  the  unknown  author  are 
obviously  mere  speculation,  and  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that, 
had  Papias,  Hegesippus,  or  any  other  well-known  writer  of  the 
same  period  composed  such  a  Ust,  Eusebius  could  have  fiedled  to 
refer  to  it,  as  so  immediately  relevant  to  the  purpose  of  his  work. 
Thiersch  even  expressed  a  suspicion  that  the  fragment  was  a 
literary  mystificaticm  on  the  part  of  Muratori  himself. ' 

The  mass  of  critics,  with  very  little  independent  consideration, 
have  taken  literally  the  statement  of  the  author  r^arding  the 
composition  of  the  Shepherd  "very  recently  in  our  times" 
(nuperrime  temparibus  nostris\  during  the  Episcopate  of  Pius  (a.d. 
142-157),  and  have  concluded  the  fragment  to  have  been  written 
towards  the  end  of  the  second  century,  though  we  need  scarcely 
say  that  a  few  writers  would  date  it  even  earlier.  On  the  other 
hand,  and  we  consider  with  reason,  many  critics,  including  men 
who  will  not  be  accused  of  opposition  to  an  early  Canon,  assign 
the  composition  to  a  later  period,  between  the  end  of  the  second 
or  beginning  of  the  third  century,  and  some  even  to  the  fourth 
century. 

When  we  examine  the  ground  upon  which  alone  an  early  date 
can  be  supported,  it  becomes  apparent  how  slight  the  foundation  is. 
The  only  argument  of  any  weight  is  the  statement  with  regard  to 
the  composition  of  the  Shepherd;  but,  witli  the  exception  of  the  few 
s^logists  who  do  not  hesitate  to  assign  a  date  totally  inconsistent 
with  the  state  of  the  Canon  described  in  the  fragment,  the  great 
majority  of  critics  feel  that  they  are  forced  to  place  the  composition 
not  earlier  than  the  end  of  the  second  century,  at  a  period  when 

*  **  Pastorem  vera  nuperrinie  temportbus  nostris  in  urbe  Roma  Herma  con- 
scripsit  sedente  cathedra  urbis  Roma  ecclesia  Pio  episcopus  fratre  ejus  et  idea 
ief^i  eum  quidem  opcriet  se  publicare  vera  in  ecclesia  populo  neque  inter  propheias 
completum  ttumero  neque  inter  apostoios  in  fine  temporum  potest,'''* 

»  Antiq.  ItaL,  ui.,  p.  854  f.;  Gallandi,  Bibl,  Vet,  Pair,,  i788,iL,  p.  xxxiii.; 
Freindalter,  apud  Routh,  ReL  Sacr.,  i.,  p.  401  ;  cf.  Hefele,  Patr,  Ap,  Proleg., 
p.  Ixiii. 

3  Daniel  secundum  LXX.  1772  ;  Dissert.^  iv.,  p.  467  f. 

*  Analeeta  Ante-Nie,,  1854,  i.,  p.  125  ;  Hippolytus  and  his  Age,  i.,  p.  314. 


5 


Versuch,  «.  J.  fv.,  p.  387. 
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the  statements  in  the  fragment  may  better  agree  with  the 
actual  opinions  in  the  Church,  and  yet  sufficiently  accord  with 
the  expression,  "  very  recently  in  our  times,"  as  applied  to  the 
period  of  Pius  of  Rome,  142-157.  It  must  be  evident  that,  taken 
literally,  a  very  arbitrary  interpretation  is  given  to  this  indication, 
and  in  supposing  that  the  writer  may  have  appropriately  used  the 
phrase  thirty  or  forty  years  after  the  time  of  Pius,  so  much  license 
IS  taken  that  there  is  absolutely  no  reason  why  a  still  greater 
interval  may  not  be  allowed.  With  this  sole  exception,  there  is 
not  a  single  word  or  statement  in  the  fragment  which  would 
oppose  our  assigning  the  composition  to  a  late  period  of  the  third 
century.  Volkmar  ha^  very  justly  pointed  out,  however,  that  in  saying 
"  very  recently  in  our  rimes  "  the  writer  merely  intended  to  distin- 
guish the  Shepherd  of  Hermas  from  the  writings  of  the  Prophets 
and  Apostles :  It  cannot  be  classed  amongst  the  Prophets  whose 
number  is  complete,  nor  amongst  the  Apostles,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
only  written  in  our  post-apostolic  time.  This  seems  an  accurate 
interpretation  of  the  expression,  which  might  with  perfect  propriety 
be  used  a  century  after  the  time  of  Pius.  We  have  seen  that  there 
has  not  appeared  a  single  trace  of  any  Canon  in  the  writings 
of  the  Fathers  whom  we  have  examined,  and  that  the  Old 
Testament  has  been  the  only  Holy  Scripture  they  have  acknow- 
ledged; and  it  is  therefore  unsafe,  upon  the  mere  interpre- 
tation of  an  elastic  phrase,  to  date  this  anonymous  fragment 
eariier  than  the  very  end  of  the  second  or  beginning  of  the  third 
century,  and  it  is  still  more  probable  that  it  was  not  written  imtil 
an  advanced  period  of  the  third  century.  The  expression  used 
with  regard  to  Pius,  "  Sitting  in  the  chair  of  the  Church,"  is  quite 
unprecedented  in  the  second  century  or  until  a  very  much  later 
date.  It  is  argued  that  the  fragment  is  imperfect,  and  that 
sentences  have  fallen  out;  and  in  regard  to  this,  and  to  the 
assertion  that  it  is  a  translation  from  the  Greek,  it  has  been  well 
remarked  by  a  writer  whose  judgment  on  the  point  will  scarcely  be 
called  prejudiced  :  **  If  it  is  thus  mutilated,  why  might  it  not  also 
be  interpolated  ?  If,  moreover,  the  translator  was  so  ignorant  of 
Latin,  can  we  trust  his  translation  ?  and  what  guarantee  have  we 
tliat  he  has  not  paraphrased  and  expanded  the  original?  The 
force  of  these  remarks  is  peculiarly  felt  in  dealing  with  the 
paragraph  which  gives  the  date.  The  Pastor  of  Hermas  was  not 
well  known  to  the  Western  Church,  and  it  was  not  highly 
esteemed.  It  was  regarded  as  inspired  by  the  Eastern,  and  read 
in  the  Eastern  Churches.  We  have  seen,  moreover,  that  it  was 
extremely  unlikely  that  Hermas  was  a  real  personage.  It  would 
be,  therefore,  far  more  probable  that  we  have  here  an  interpolation, 
or  addition  by  a  member  of  the  Roman  or  African  Church, 
probably  by  the  translator,  made  expressly  for  the  purpose  of 
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serving  as  pfoof  that  the  Pastor  of  Hennas  was  not  inspired.  The 
paragraph  itself  bears  unquestionable  marks  of  tampering,"'  etc. 
It  would  take  us  too  far  were  we  to  discuss  the  various  statements 
of  the  fragment  as  indications  of  date,  and  the  matter  is  not  of 
sufficient  importance.  It  contains  nothing  involving  an  earlier 
date  than  the  third  century. 

The  facts  of  the  case  may  be  briefly  summed  up  as  follows^  so  far 
as  our  object  is  concerned.  The  third  Synoptic  is  mentioned  by 
a  totally  unknown  writer,  at  *  an  unknown,  but  certainly  not 
early,  date-^in  all  probability  during  the  third  century — in  a 
fragment  which  we  possess  in  a  very  corrupt  version,  much 
open  to  suspicion  of  interpolation  in  the  precise  part  from  which 
the  early  date  is  inferred.  The  Gospel  is  attributed  to  Luke,  who 
was  not  one  of  the  followers  of  Jesus,  and  of  whom  it  is  expressly 
said  that  "  he  himself  had  not  seen  the  Lord  in  the  flesh,"  but 
wrote  "  as  he  deemed  best  {ex  opinione)^  and  followed  his  history 
as  he  was  able  {et  idem  prout  asequi  potuit),^  If  the  fragment  of 
Muratori,  therefore,  even  came  within  our  limits  as  to  date,  its  evi- 
dence would  be  of  no  value,  for,  instead  of  establishing  the  trustworthi- 
ness and  absolute  accuracy  of  the  narrative  of  the  third  Synoptic, 
it  distinctly  tends  to  discredit  it,  inasmuch  as  it  declares  it  to  be 
the  composition  of  one  who  undeniably  was  not  an  eye-witness  of 
the  miracles  reported,  but  collected  his  materials  as  best  he  could 
long  after  their  supposed  occurrence.3 

We  may  now  briefly  sum  up  the  results  of  our  examination  of 
the  evidence  for  the  synoptic  Gospels.  After  having  exhausted 
the  literature  and  the  testimony  bearing  on  the  point,  we  have  not 
found  a  single  distinct  trace  of  any  of  those  Gospels,  with  the 
exception  of  the  third,  during  the  first  century  and  a  half  after  the 
death  of  Jesus.  Only  once  during  the  whole  of  that  period  do 
we  find  even  a  tradition  that  any  of  our  Evangelists  composed  a 
Gospel  at  a.11,  and  that  tradition,  so  far  from  favouring  our 
Synoptics,  is  fatal  to  the  claims  of  the  first  and  second.  Papias, 
about  the  middle  of  the  second  century,  on  the  occasion  to  which 

*  t)onaldson,  Hist»  Chr,  Lit.  oHd  t>ottr.^  iihi  p»  20l» 

"  The  passage  is  freely  rendered  thus  by  Dr.  Westcolt  I  "  The  Gospel  of 
St.  Luke,  it  is  then  said,  stands  third  in  order  (in  the  Canon),  having  been 
written  by  *  Luke  the  physician,'  the  companion  of  St.  Paul,  who,  not  beintf 
himself  an  eye-witness,  based  his  narrative  on  such  information  as  he  could 
obtain,  beginning  from  the  birth  of  John"  {On  the  Canon^  p.  187). 

3  We  do  not  propose  to  consider  the  Ophites  and  Peratici,  obscure  Gnostic 
sects  towards  tne  end  of  the  second  century.  There  is  no  direct  evidence 
regarding  them,  and  the  testimony  of  writers  in  the  third  century,  like  Hippo- 
Ivtus,  is  of  no  value  for  the  Gospels.  Further  on,  in  connection  with  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,  we  shall  state  reabons  for  ascribing  a  late  date  for  the 
composition  of  the  third  Gospel. 

2F 
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we  refer,  records  that  Matthew  composed  the  Discourses  of  the 
Lord  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  a  statement  which  totally  excludes 
the  claim  of  our  Greek  Gospel  to  apostolic  origin.    Mark,  he  said, 

STOte  down  from  the  casual  preaching  of  Peter  the  sayings  and 
oings  6f  Jesus,  but  without  orderly  arrangement,  as  he  was  not 
himself  ^  follower  of  the  Master,  and  merely  recorded  what  fell 
from  the  Apostle.  This  description,  likewise,  shows  that  our 
ictilal  Second  Gospel  could  not^  in  its  present  form,  have  been  the 
Vork  of  Mark.  There  is  no  other  reference  during  the  period  to 
'iiny  writfhg  of  Matthew  or  Mark,  and  no  mention  at  all  of  any 
work  ascribed  to  Luke.  The  identification  of  Marcion's  Gospel 
\\nth  our  third  Synoptic  proves  the  existence  of  that  work  before 
X.D.  140;  but  no  evidence  is  thus  obtained  either  as  to  the 
Author  or  the  character  of  his  work ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
testimony  of  the  great  heresiarch  is  so  far  unfavourable  to  that 
Gospel,  as  it  involves  a  charge  against  it  of  being  interpolated  and 
debased  by  Jewish  elements.  The  freedom  with  which  Marcion 
expurgated  and  altered  it  clearly  shows  that  he  did  not  regard  it 
either  as  a  sacred  or  canonical  work.  Any  argument  for  the  mere 
existence  of  our  Synoptics  based  upon  their  supposed  rejection  by 
heretical  leaders  and  sects  has  the  inevitable  disadvantage  that  the 
very  testimony  which  would  show  their  existence  would  oppose 
their  authenticity.  There  is  no  evidence  of  their  use  by  heretical 
leaders,  however,  and  no  direct  reference  to  them  by  any  writer, 
heretical  or  orthodox,  whom  we  have  examined.  If  it  be  con- 
sidered that  the  Diatessaron  of  Tatian  is  based  upon  our  Synoptics, 
all  that  is  established  by  the  fact  is  their  existence  about  the  last 
quarter  of  the  second  century,  and  no  appreciable  addition  is 
made  to  our  knowledge  of  their  authorship.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
add  that  no  reason  whatever  has  been  showi^  for  accepting  the 
testimony  of  these  Gospels  as  sufficient  to  establish  the  reality  of 
miracles  and  of  a  direct  Divine  Revelation.*  It  is  not  pretended 
that  more  than  one  of  the  synoptic  Gospels  was  written  by  an 
eye-witness  of  the  miraculous  occurrences  reported ;  and,  whilst  no 
evidence  has  been,  or  can  be,  produced  even  of  the  historical 
accuracy  of  the  narratives,  no  testimony  as  to  the  correctness  of 
I  he  inferences  from  the  external  phenomena  exists,  or  is  now  even 
conceivable.  The  discrepancy  between  the  amount  of  evidence 
reijuired  and  that  which  is  forthcoming,  however,  is  greater  than, 
under  the  circumstances,  could  have  been  thought  possible. 


*  A  cuiupcirison  of  the  conletili*  of  the  ihrcc  Synoptics  would  have  con- 
firmed  this  cunclusiun  ;  but  this  is  not  at  pretent  n«c<»sar\'. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PART  in. 


THE  FOURTH   GOSPEL 
CHAPTER  I. 

THE    EXTERNAL    EVIDENCE 

We  shall  now  examine,  in  the  same  order,  the  witnesses  already 
cited  in  connection  with  the  Synoptics,  and  ascertain  what 
evidence  they  furnish  for  the  date  and  authenticity  of  the  fourth 
GospeL 

Apologists  do  not  even  allege  that  there  is  any  reference  to  the 
fourth  Gospel  in  the  so-called  EpistU  ef  Clement  of  Rome  to  the 
Corinthians.' 

A  few  critics'*  pretend  to  find  a  tface  of  it  in  the  Epistle  of 
BamabaSy  in  the  reference  to  the  brazen  Serpent  as  a  type  of 
Jesus.     Tischendorf  states  the  case  as  follows : — 

"  And  when  in  the  same  chapter  xii.  it  is  shown  how  Moses,  in 
the  brazen  serpent,  made  a  type  of  Jesus  *  who  should  suffer  (die) 
and  yet  himself  make  alive,'  the  natural  inference  is  that  Barnabas 
connected  therewith  John  iii.  14  f.,  even  if  the  use  of  this  passage 
in  particular  cannot  be  proved.  Although  this  connection  cannot 
be  affirmed,  since  the  author  of  the  Epistle,  in  this  passage  as  in 
many  others,  may  be  independent,  yet  it  is  justifiable  to  ascribe 

'  Dr.  Westcotty  however,  cannot  resist  the  temptation  to  press  Clement 
into  service.  He  says :  **  In  other  passages  it  is  possible  to  trace  the  influence 
vf  St.  John,  *  The  blood  of  Christ  hath  ^ined  for  the  whole  world  the  offer  of 
the  grace  of  repentance.'  *  Through  Him  we  look  steadfastly  on  the  heights 
of  heaven ;  through  Him  we  view  as  in  a  glass  (crorr^fid/*'^*)  His  spot- 
less and  most  exceUent  visage;  through  Him  the  eyes  of  our  heart 
Were  open  ;  through  Him  our  duU  and  darkened  understanding  is 
quickened  with  new  vigour  on  turning  to  his  marvellous  light.* "  He  does  not 
indicate  more  clearly  the  nature  and  marks  of  the  "influence"  to  which  he  refers. 
As  he  also  asserts  that  the  Epistle  **  affirms  the  teadiing  of  St.  Paul  and  St. 
James,"  and  that  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  is  "wholly  transfused  into 
Clement's  mind,"  such  an  argument  does  not  require  a  single  remark  {Oft  the 
Cotton  J  p.  23  f.). 

"  Laraner,  Dr.  Westcott,  and  others,  do  not  re^  to  it  at  all. 
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the  greatest  probability  to  its  dependence  on  the  passage  in 
John,  as  the  tendency  of  the  Epistle  in  no  Way  reqiiiired  a 
particular  leaning  to  the  expression  of  Johti.  The  displ-opor- 
tionately  more  abundant  use  of  express  quotations  ftoni  the  Old 
Testament  in  Barnabas  is,  on  the  contrary,  connected  most 
intimately  with  the  tendency  of  his  whole  composition;"* 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  suggestion  of  reference  to  the  fourth 
Gospel  is  here  advanced  in  a  very  hesitating  wayj  and  does  not 
indeed  go  beyond  an  assertion  of  probability.  We  might,  thertl- 
fore,  well  leave  the  matter  without  further  notice,  as  the  referenfce 
in  no  case  could  be  of  any  weight  as  evidence.  On  examination  of 
the  context,  however,  we  find  that  there  is  every  reason  to  conclude 
that  the  reference  to  the  brazen  serpent  is  made  direct  to  the  Old 
Testament.  The  author,  who  delights  in  typology,  is  bent  upon 
showing  that  the  cross  is  prefigured  in  the  Old  Testament.  He 
gives  a  number  of  instances,  involving  the  necessity  for  a  display 
of  ridiculous  ingenuity  of  explanation,  which  should  prepare 
us  to  find  the  type  of  'the  brazen  serpent  naturally  selected. 
After  pointing  out  that  Moses,  with  his  arms  stretched  out 
in  prayer  that  the  Israelites  might  prevail  in  the  fight,  was  a 
type  of  the  cross,  he  goes  on  to  say  :  "  Again  Moses  makes  a  tvpe 
of  Jesus,  that  he  must  suffer  and  himself  make  alive  {koI  avrbs 
fcooTTODyo-ct^,  whom  they  will  appear  to  have  destroyed,  in  a 
figure,  while  Israel  was  falling  " ;"  and  connecting  the  circumstance 
that  the  people  were  bit  by  serpents  and  died  with  the  trans- 
gression of  Eve  by  means  of  the  serpent,  he  goes  on  to  narrate 
minutely  the  story  of  Moses  and  the  brazen  serpent,  and  then 
winds  up  with  the  words :  "  Thou  hast  in  this  the  glory  of 
Jesus ;  that  in  him  are  all  things  and  for  him."^  No  one  can  read 
the  whole  passage  carefully  without  seeing  that  the  reference  is 
direct  to  the  Old  Testament.  There  is  no  ground  for  supposing 
that  the  author  was  acquainted  with  the  fourth  Gospel. 

To  the  Shepherd  of  Hermas  Tischendorf  devotes  only  two  lines, 
in  which  he  states  that  "  it  has  neither  quotations  from  the  Old  nor 
from  the  New  Testament."  Dr.  Westcott  makes  the  same  state- 
ment,* but,  unlike  the  German  apologist,  he  proceeds  subsequently 
to  affirm  that  Hermas  makes  "  clear  allusions  to  St.  John,"  which 
few  or  no  apologists  support.  This  assertion  he  elaborates  and 
illustrates  as  follows  : — 

"  The  view  which  Hermas  gives  of  Christ's  nature  and  work  is 
no  less  harmonious  with  apostolic  doctrine,  and  it  offers  striking 
analogies  to  the  Gospel  of  St.  John.  Not  only  did  the  Son 
*  appoint  angels  to  preserve  each  of  those  whom  the  Father  gave 

*   Wann  wurdeiiy  //.  j.  w.,  96  f.  °  Ch.  xii. 

3  Ch.  xii.;  cf.  Heb.  ii.  10;  Kom.  xi.  36.  ^  On  the  CamH,  p.  175. 
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to  him/  but  *  He  himself  toiled   very  much  and  suffered  very 

much   to  cleanse  our  sins And    so    when   he  himself  had 

cleansed  the  sins  of  the  people,  he  showed  them  the  paths  of  life 
by  giving  them  the  Law  which  he  received  from  his  Father/*  He 
is  '  a  Rock  higher  than  the  mountains,  able  to  hold  the  whole 
world ;  ancient,  and  yet  having  a  new  gate.*'  *  His  name  is  great 
and  infinite,  and  the  whole  world  is  supported  by  him.*3  « He  is 
older  than  Creation,  so  that  he  took  counsel  with  the  Father  about 
the  creation  which  he  made/*  *  He  is  the  sole  way  of  access  to 
the  Lord ;  and  no  one  shall  enter  in  unto  him  otherwise  than  by 
his  Son/  "s 

This  is  all  Dr.  Westcott  says  on  the  subject.^  He  does  not 
attempt  to  point  out  any  precise  portions  of  the  fourth  Gospel  with 
which  to  compare  these  "  strikir^  analogies,"  nor  does  he  produce 
any  instances  of  similarity  of  language,  or  of  the  use  of  the  same 
terminology  as  the  (Jospel  in  this  apocalyptic  allegory.  It  is 
clear  that  such  evidence  could  in'  no  case  be  of  any  value  for  the 
fourth  Gospel. 

When  we  examine  more  closely,  however,  it  becomes  certain 
that  these  passages  possess  no  real  analogy  with  the  fourth  Gospel, 
and  were  not  derived  from  it.  There  is  no  part  of  them  that  has 
not  close  parallels  in  writings  antecedent  to  our  Gospel,  and  there 
is  no  use  of  terminology  peculiar  to  it.  The  author  does  not  even 
once  use  the  term  Logos.  Dr.  Westcott  makes  no  mention  of  the 
fact  that  the  doctrine  of  the  Logos  and  of  the  pre-existence  of 
Jesus  was  enunciated  long  before  the  composition  of  the  fourth 
Gospel,  with  almost  equal  clearness  and  fulness,  and  that  its 
development  can  be  traced  through  the  Septuagint  translation,  the 
"  Proverbs  of  Solomon,"  some  of  the  Apocryphal  works  of  the  Old 
Testament,  the  writings  of  Philo,  the  Apocalypse,  and  the  Epistle 
to  the  Hebrews,  as  well  as  the  Pauline  Epistles.  To  any  one  who 
examines  the  passages  cited  from  the  work  of  Hermas,  and  still 
more  to  any  one  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  Logos 
doctrine,  it  will,  we  fear,  seem  wasted  time  to  enter  upon  any 
minute  refutation  of  such  imaginary  **  analogies."  We  shall,  how- 
ever, as  briefly  as  possible  refer  to  each  passage  quoted. 

The  first  is  taken  from  an  elaborate  similitude  with  regard  to 
true  fasting,  in  which  the  world  is  likened  to  a  vineyard,  and,  in 
explaining  his  parable,  the  Shepherd  says:  "God  planted  the 
vineyard ;  that  is,  he  created  the  people  and  gave  them  to  his  Son  : 
and  the  Son  appointed  his  angels  over  them  to  keep  them  :  and  he 
himself  cleansed  their  sins,  having  suffered  many  things  and 
endured  many  labours He  himself,  therefore,  having  cleansed 

'  Simil.y  V.  6.  »  lb.,  ix.  2,  12.      3  Jb,,  ix.  14. 

4  /^,  ix.  12,  quoted  abovtb        ^  Ib,^  ix.  I2.         ^  On  ih$  Canm^  p.  177  f* 
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the  sins  of  the  people,  showed  them  the  paths  of  life  by  giving 
them  the  Law  which  he  received  from  his  Father."' 

It  is  difficult  indeed  to  find  anything  in  this  passage  which  is  in 
the  slightest  degree  peculiar  to  the  fourth  Gospel,  or  apart  from 
the  whole  teaching  of  the  Epistles,  and  more  especially  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews.  We  may  point  out  a  few  passages  for 
comparison:  Heb.  i.  2-4;  ii.  lo-ii;  v.  8-9;  viL  12,  17-19; 
viii.  6-10;  X.  10-16;  Romans  viii.  14-17  ;  Matt  xxi.  35;  Mark 
xii.  I  ;  Isaiah  v.  7,  liii. 

The  second  passage  is  taken  from  a  similar  parable  on  the 
building  of  the  Church  :  (a)  "  And  in  the  middle  of  the  plain  he 
showed  me  a  great  white  rock  which  had  risen  out  of  the  plain, 
and  the  rock  was  higher  than  the  mountains,  rectangular  so  as  to 
be  able  to  hold  the  whole  world,  but  that  rock  was  old,  having  a 
gate  (irvki))  hewn  out  of  it,  and  the  hewing  out  of  the  gate  (in'Xiy) 
seemed  to  me  to  be  recent."^  Upon  this  rock  the  tower  of  the 
Church  is  built  Further  on  an  explanation  is  given  of  the  simili- 
tude, in  which  occurs  another  of  the  passages  referred  to.  (fi) 
"  This  rock  (verpa)  and  this  gate  (vvkrf)  are  the  Son  of  God. 
*How,  Lord,'  I  said,  *is  the  rock  old  and  the  gate  new?* 
'Listen,'  he  said,  *and  imderstand,  thou  ignorant  man.  (^) 
The  Son  of  God  is  older  than  all  of  his  creation  (o  fj^v  vlos 
Tov  6€ov  voirrfs  rijs  icTttrccos  avrov  vpoy€veoT€p69  «rrtv),  so  that 
he  was  a  councillor  with  the  Father  in  his  work  of  creation ;  and 
for  this  is  he  old.'  (8)  *And  why  is  the  gate  new,  Lord?'  I 
said.  *  Because,'  he  replied,  '  he  was  manifested  in  the  last  days 
(«r'  €(rxdr<ay  twv  rjfuptov)  of  the  dispensation;  for  this  cause 
the  gate  was  made  new,  in  order  that  they  who  shall  be  saved 
might  enter  by  it  into  the  kingdom  of  God.'  "3 

And  a  few  lines  lower  down  the  Shepherd  further  explains, 
referring  to  entrance  through  the  gate,  and  introducing  another  of 
the  passages  cited  :  («)  "  *  In  this  way,'  he  said,  *  no  one  shall  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God  unless  he  receive  his  holy  name.  If, 
therefore,  you  cannot  enter  into  the  City  unless  through  its  gate, 
so  also,'  he  said,  *  a  man  cannot  enter  in  any  other  way  into  the 

kingdom  of  God  than  by  the  name  of  his  Son  beloved  by  him ' 

*and  the  gate  (^vX^)  is  the  Son  of  Crod.  This  is  the  one  entrance 
to  the  Lord.'  In  no  other  way,  therefore,  shall  any  one  enter  in 
to  him,  except  through  his  Son."* 

With  regard  to  the  similitude  of  a  rock,  we  need  scarcely 
say  that  the  Old  Testament  teems  with  it ;  and  we  need  not  point 
to  the  parable  of  the  house  built  upon  a  rock  in  the  first  Gospels 

'  Si  mil.,  V,  6.  «  lb.,  in,  2. 

3  Ib,y  ix.  12.  Philo  represents  the  Logos  as  a  rock  (trirpv.).  Quod  det^ 
potiori  insid.t  §  31,  Mangey,  i.  213, 

*  Simil,^  ix,  12.  s  ^jjtt,  vH.  24* 
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A  more  apt  illustration  is  the  famous  saying  with  regard  to  Peter ; 
^And  upon  this  rock  (wirpa)  I  will  build  my  Church,"  upon 
which,  indeed,  the  whole  similitude  of  Hermas  turns;  and  in 
I  Cor.  X.  4  we  read :  "  For  they  drank  of  the  Spiritual  Rock 
accompanying  them ;  but  the  Rock  was  Christ "  {rj  wirpa  6c  fjy 
6  XptoTos).  There  is  no  such  similitude  in  the  fourth  Gospel 
at  all. 

We  then  have  the  **  gate,"  on  which  we  presume  Dr.  Westcott 
chiefly  relies.  The  parable  in  John  x.  1-9  is  quite  different  from 
that  of  Hennas,'  and  there  is  a  persistent  use  of  different 
terminology.  The  door  into  the  sheepfold  is  always  ffvpa^  the 
gate  in  the  rock  always  irvX?;.  "  I  am  the  door "'  (cyw  ci/At  i^ 
Ovfxi)  is  twice  repeated  in  the  fourth  Gospel  **  The  gate  is  the 
Son  of  God  "  {rj  vvXrj  6  vU^  rov  6wv  lor/v)  is  the  deckration  of 
Hermas.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  numerous  passages,  else- 
where, analogous  to  that  in  the  Shepherd  of  Hermas.  Every  one 
will  remember  the  injunction  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount :  Matt. 
vii.  13,  14.  **  Enter  in  through  the  strait  gate  (m'Xiy),  for  wide 
is  the  gate  (fuXi^),  etc.,  14.  Because  narrow  is  the  gite  (rvXiy)  and 
straitened  is  the  way  which  leadeth  unto  life,  and  few  there  be 
that  find  it,"3  The  limitation  to  the  one  way  of  entrance  into  the 
kingdom  of  God,  "  by  the  name  of  his  Son,"  is  also  found  every- 
where throughout  the  Epistles,  and  likewise  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles;  as,  for  instance.  Acts  iv.  13 :  "And  there  is  no 
salvation  in  any  other :  for  neither  is  there  any  other  name  under 
heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we  must  be  saved." 

The  reasons  given  why  the  rock  is  old  and  the  gate  new  (y,  ^) 
have  anything  but  special  analogy  with  the  fourth  Gospel.  \Ve 
are,  on  the  contrary,  taken  directly  to  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews 
in  which  the  pre-existence  of  Jesus  is  prominently  asserted,  and 
between  which  and  the  Shepherd^  as  in  a  former  passage,  we  find 
singular  linguistic  analogies.  For  instance,  take  the  whole  opening 
portion  of  Heb.  i,  i :  "  God  having  at  many  times  and  in  many 
n^annera  spoken  in  times  past  to  the  fathers  by  the  prophets, 
9.  At  the  end  of  these  days  (^r*  wr^^oTov  twv  rffupoiv  rovroiv) 
spake  to  us  in  the  Son  whom  he  appointed  heir  {K\yjpov6fw^)i 
cS"  all  things,  by  whom  he  also  made  the  worlds,  3.  Who  being 

*  Cf.  Heb,  ix.  84,  ii-ia,  etc.  »  John  x.  7,  9. 

3  Compare  the  account  of  the  new  Jerusalem,  Rev.  xxi.  I  a  f.  J  cf.  xxii. 
4,  14.  In  Sf'mi/.  ix,  13  it  is  insisted  that,  to  enter  into  the  kingdom,  not  only 
♦*  his  name"  must  be  borqe,  but  that  we  most  pqt  on  certain  clothing. 

*  We  may  remark  that  in  the  parable  Hermas  speaks  of  the  ]»n  as  the  heir 
(icXijpoy^^),  and  of  the  slave — ^who  is  the  true  son — also  as  co-heir 
{ffvyK\rip9f6i^),  and  a  few  lines  below  the  passage  above  quoted,  of  th^ 
heirship  (xXripoi^fjUat),  This  is  another  indication  of  the  use  of  this  Episttr, 
the  peculiar  expression  in  r^ard  to  the  son  "  whom  he  appointecl  heir 
(KXripopifiot)  of  all  things"  occurring  here  (cf.  SimtV,,  \\  2,  6). 
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the  brighlness  of  his  glory  and  the  express  image  of  his  substance, 
tii^holding  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power,  when  he  had  made 
by  himself  a  cleansing  of  our  sins  sat  down  at  the  right  hand  of 
Majesty  on  high,  4.  Having  become  so  much  better  than  the 
angels,"'  etc.;  and  if  we  take  the  different  clauses  we  may  also 
ftnd  thefts  elsewhere  constantly  repeated,  as  for  instance:  (7) 
The  son  older  than  all  his  creation :  compare  2  Tim.  i.,  9,  Col. 

i.  1 5  ("  who  is the  first  bom  of  all  creation  " — 3s  <<mv 

w/jcirroTOKos  irtiai^  #cTMrcti>9),  16,  1 7,  18,  Rev.  iii.  14,  x.  6.  The 
works  of  Philo  are  full  of  this  representation  of  the  Logos.  For 
example :  "  For  the  Word  of  God  is  over  all  the  universe,  and 
the  oldest  and  most  universal  of  all  things  created"  {koI  6 
A6yo<s  8^  rov  Ofov  iVc/mfo)  'iravT6q  koTi  rov  KSa-fioxfy  koi  wp^a-- 
pirraro^  koX  ycvucoSraro?  tcdv  ^a  ycyovc).*  Again,  as  to  the 
second  clause,  that  he  assisted  the  Father  in  the  work  of  creation, 
compare  Heb.  ii.  10,  i.  2,  xi.  3,  Rom.  xi.  36,  i  Cor.  viii.  6, 
Col.  i  15,  16.3 

The  only  remaining  passage  is  the  following :  "  The  name  of 
the  Son  of  God  is  great  and  infinite,  and  supports  the  whole  world." 
For  the  first  phrase,  compare  2  Tim.  iv.  18,  Heb.  i.  8 ;  and  for 
the  second  part  of  the  sentence,  Heb.  i.  3,  Col.  i.  1 7,  and  many 
other  passages  quoted  above.* 

The  whole  assertion^  is  devoid  of  foundation,  and  might  well 
have  been  left  unnoticed.  The  attention  called  to  it,  however, 
may  not  be  wasted  in  observing  the  kind  of  evidence  w  ith  which 
apologists  are  compelled  to  be  content. 

It  would  scarcely  be  necessary  to  refer  to  Tke  Teaching  of  the 
THvelve  Apostks  in  connection  with  the  fourth  Gospel,  for  no 
critic  that  we  are  aware  of  has  claimed  that  it  contains  any 

'  Heb.  L  I  f. 

'  Z<^.  Alleg.,  iil,  §  61,  Mangey,  L,  p.  121  ;  oL  De  Confus.  Ling,^  §  28, 
Mang.,  i.,  p.  427,  §  14,  ib.,  i.,  p.  414;  De  Profugis,  §  19,  Mang.,  i.  561 ; 
De  Caritate^  %  2,  Mang.,  ii.  385,  etc.  The  Logos  Is  constantly  called  by 
Philo  "  the  first-begotten  of  God "  (Tpon-^oi'aj  Ofoi;  Adyos) ;  *'  the  most 
ancient  son  of  God  "  (T/>«r/9uTardt  v\h%  8f  ov). 

3  Cf.  Philo,  Leg,  Aiieg.y  iii.,  §  31,  Mangey,  1.  106  j  De  CheruHnty  §  35, 
Mang.,  i.  162,  etc. 

♦  Cf.  Philo,  De  Proftigis,  %  20,  Mangey,  i.  562  ;  Frag.  Mangey,  ii.  655 ; 
De  Somniis,  i.,  §  41,  Mang.,  i.  656. 

5  Dr.  Westcott  also  sa)rs:  **  In  several  places  also  St.  John's  teaching  on  *the 
Truth'  lies  at  the  ground  of  Hernias'  words,"  and  in  a  note  he  refers  to 
**  Mand.  iii.  =  1  John  ii.  27  ;  iv.  6,"  without  specifying  any  passage  of  the 
book  (On  the  Cofum^  p.  176,  and  note  4).  Such  unqualified  assertions 
unsupported  by  any  evidence  cannot  be  too  strongly  condemned.  Dr. 
Westcott's  own  words  may  be  quoted  against  himself:  "  It  is  impossible  to 
exaggerate  the  misdiief  done  by  these  vague  general  statements,  which 
produce  a  permanent  impression  wholly  out  of  proportion  with  the  minute 
element  of  truth  wjijch  is  hidden  in  them"  (On  the  Cwum^  4th  ed., 
p,  156,  n.  I). 
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quotation  from  that  Gospel ;  but  a  few  consider  that  in  parts 
it  exhibits  a  Johannine  spirit  which  seems  to  indicate  at  least 
acquaintance  with  the  fourth  Gospel.  This  is  said  to  be  chiefly 
or  only  found  in  the  Eucharistic  prayers  of  the  Didache  ix.  and  x., 
and  it  may,  therefore,  be  well  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject. 
In  X.  2,  the  principal  passage,  we  read :  "  We  thank  thee,  holy 
Father,  for  thy  holy  name  which  thou  hast  caused  to  dwell 
(icaTc<7ic7;v(«xms)  in  our  hearts."  This  verse  is  supposed  by  those 
who  entertain  the  Johannine  theory  to  be  connected  with  John  i.  14 : 
"The  Word  dwelt  (eo-ic^vwrcv)  amongst  us,"  and  reliance  is 
specially  placed  on  the  use  of  this  verb— not  a  very  strong  basis 
upon  which  to  rest  such  a  theory.  Dr.  Taylor  has  pointed  out, 
however^  that  instead  of  there  being  no  precedent  for  the  transitive 
sense  of  the  Greek  word  KaraurKrjvo<a^  to  ma^  to  dwells  it  is  found 
in  the  Septuagint  version  of  Jeremiah  vii.  12:  "  But  go  ye  now 
unto  my  place  which  was  in  Shiloh,  where  I  caused  my  name  to 
dwell  (o?  Ko.T(frKy\vwTa,  to  ovo/ia  ]iJov  €Ka  lifjLwpoa'6€v),^  It  is  all 
the  more  appropriate  to  find  this  passage  in  Jeremiah,  as  the 
germ  of  the  "Two  Ways,"  from  which  the  Didache  has  grown, 
is  also  derived  from  the  same  prophet,  xxi.  8.  A  similar  phrase 
occurs  in  Neh.  ii.  9,  "and  will  bring  them  unto  the  place 
that  I  have  chosen  to  cause  my  name  to  dwell  there" 
(Karea-Ky^viixrai  to  ovofm  fwv  eicct). 

With  regard  to  the  Eucharistic  prayer  which  we  have  quoted, 
Dr.  Taylor  says:  "The  Thanksgiving  oj)ens  with  a  simple 
Hebraism";^  and,  treating  generally  of  the  Eucharistic  passage  of 
the  Didache,  Mr.  Rendel  Harris  has  rightly  and  ably  pointed  out? 
"The  prayers  are  full  of  reminiscence  of  the  Jewish  Passover 
ritual,  and  capable  of  direct  illustration  from  the  Jewish  Service- 
books  of  the  present  day;  and  even  in  those  parts  of  the  thanks- 
giving where  no  direct  parallel  can  be  made  the  language  of  the 
teaching  is  utterly  Jewish.  Take,  for  example,  the  rule  of  prayer 
given  in  Berachoth  f.  40  b :  *A11  blessing  in  which  there  is  no 

mention  of  the  Name  is  not  a  blessing*; And  the  'Name'  is 

found  in  the  expression,  *Thy  holy  Name  which  thou  hast 
caused  to  dwell  in  our  hearts.'  Nothing  could  be  more  evidently 
Jewish."3 

This  practically  disposes  of  the  allegation  which  we  are  examin- 
ing, and,  for  the  rest,  if  this  anonymous  work  had  really  any 
reminiscences  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  which  can  fully  be  denied, 
these  could  do  nothing  to  establish  its  authenticity  or  value  a^ 
testimony  for  miracles. 

Tischendorf  points  out  two  passages  in  the  Epistles  of  pseudo^ 

'  The  Teaching  of  the  Twehe  Apostles,  p.  73  f. 

'  /<^M  p.  73-  3  The  Teaching  of  the  Apostles,  p.  8^ 
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Ignatius  which,  he  considers,  show  the  use  of  the  fourth  Gospel' 
They  are  as  follows — Epistle  to  the  Romans  vii.:  "I  desire  the 
bread  of  God,  the  bread  of  heaven,  the  bread  of  life,  which  is 
the  flesh  of  Jesus  Christ  the  son  of  God,  who  was  born  at  a  later 
time  of  the  seed  of  David  and  Abraham  ;  and  I  desire  the  drink 
of  God  {ttoim  ^€ou),  that  is  his  blood,  which  is  love  incorruptible, 
and  eternal  Hfe  "  {akvvao^  C^)-^    This  is  compared  with  John  vi.  4 1 : 

"  I  am  the  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven,"  48 "I  am 

the  bread  of  life,"  51 "  And  the  bread  that  I  will  give  is  my 

flesh  ";  54.  "  He  who  eateth  my  flesh  and  drinketh  my  blood 
bath  everlasting  life  "  (C^v  altaviov).  Scholten  has  pointed  out  that 
the  reference  to  Jesus  as  "  bom  of  the  seed  of  David  and  Abra^ 
ham  "  is  not  in  the  spirit  of  the  fourth  Gospel ;  and  the  use  of 
wofm  $€ov  for  the  woa-is  of  vi.  55,  and  aevvaos  (<arj  instead  of  ((otj 
aliovto^  are  also  opposed  to  the  connection  with  that  Gospel.3 
On  the  other  hand,  in  the  institution  of  the  Supper,  the  bread  is 
described  as  the  body  of  Jesus,  and  the  wine  as  his  blood ;  and 
reference  is  made  there,  and  elsewhere,  to  eating  bread  and  drinking 
wine  in  the  kingdom  of  God,*  and  the  passage  seems  to  be  nothing 
but  a  development  of  this  teaching.*  Nothing  could  be  proved  by 
such  an  analogy. 

The  second  passage  referred  to  by  Tischendorf  is  in  the  Epistle 
to  the  Philadelphians  vii. :  **For  if  some  would  have  led  me  astray 
according  to  the  flesh,  yet  the  Spirit  is  not  led  astray,  being  from 
God,  for  it  knoweth  whence  it  cometh  and  whither  it  goeth,  and 
detecteth  the  things  that  are  hidden."^  Tischendorf  considers  that 
these  words  are  based  upon  John  iii.  6-8,  and  the  last  phrase, 
**  And  detecteth  the  hidden  things,"  upon  verse  20.  The  sense  of 
the  Epistle,  however,  is  precisely  the  reverse  of  that  of  the  Gk>spel, 
which  reads:  "The  wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth;  and  thou  hearest 
the  sound  thereof,  but  knowest  not  whence  it  cometh  and  whither 
it  goeth ;  so  is  every  one  that  is  bom  of  the  Spirit "  ;7  whilst  the 
Epistle  does  not  refer  to  the  wind  at  all,  but  affirms  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  does  know  whence  it  cometh,  etc.  The  analogy  in 
verse  20  is  still  more  remote :  **  For  every  one  that  doeth  evil 
hateth  the  light,  neither  cometh  to  the  light,  lest  his  deeds  should 
be  detected."^  In  i  Cor.  ii.  10  the  sense  is  found  more  closely  : 
"  For  the  Spirit  searcheth  all  things,  yea,  even  the  deep  things  of 
God. "9    It  is  evidently  unreasonable  to  assert  from  such  a  passage 

^  H^'unn  vmrdcn^  u.  s.  tv.,  p.  22  f.  LUcke  does  not  attach  much  weight  to 
any  of  the  supposed  allusions  in  these  Epistles  (CV^ww.  Ev,  Joh*^  i.,  p.  43; 
cf.  Sanday,  Gospels  m  Sec,  Cen. ,  p.  273  f. ). 

»  AdKom,^  vii.  3  /),>  ajt,  Zeugnisse^  p.  54. 

*  Matt  xxvi.  26-29 ;  ^^^  xiv.  22-25  »  Luke  xxii.  17-20 ;  i  Cor.  xi.  23-25  | 
cf.  Luke  xiv.  15. 

5  Cf.  Scholten,  Dieiilt.Zeu^isse,  p.  54.  ^  Ad  Phih^lph,^  vij, 

?  JoKp  iii,  8.  ^  John  iii.  20,  ^  |  Cor,  ii.  10, 
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the  use  of  the  fourth  Gospel.  Even  Tischendorf  recognises  that 
in  themselves  the  phrases  which  he  points  out  in  Pseudo-Ignatius 
could  not,  unsupported  by  other  corroboration,  possess  much 
weight  as  testimony  for  the  use  of  our  Gospels.  He  says:  "Were 
these  allusions  of  Ignatius  to  Matthew  and  John  a  wholly  isolated 
phenomenon,  and  one  which  perhaps  other  undoubted  results  of 
mquiry  wholly  contradicted,  they  would  hardly  have  any  con- 
clusive weight.     But ."'     Dr.  Westcott  says :  The  "  Ignatian 

writings,  as  might  be  expected,  are  not  without  traces  of  the  influe^ce 
of  St.  John.  The  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed  required  a 
special  enunciation  of  Pauline  doctrine ;  but  this  is  not  so  expressed 
as  to  exclude  the  parallel  lines  of  Christian  thought.  Love  is  *  the 
stamp  of  the  Christian '  {Ad  Magn,  v.).  *  Faith  is  the  beginning 
and  love  the  end  of  life '  {Ad  Ephes.  xiv.).  *  Faith  is  our  guide 
upward'  (dmyorycik),  but  love  is  the  road  that  Meads  to  God' 
{Ad£/A.ix.).  *The  Eternal  (cuStos)  Word  is  the  manifestation 
of  God '  {Ad  Magn,  viii.),  *  the  door  by  which  we  come  to  the 
Father'  {Ad Phikui.  ix.,  cf.  John  x.  7),  *and  without  Him  we  have 
not  the  principle  of  true  life '  {Ad  Trail,  ix.  :  oS  \(i>p\s  rh  a\r]di.vov 
lyv  ovK  €xofJL€v,  cf.  Ad  Eph.  iii.  :  'I  JC.  to  dStoic/siTov  i7fw3v  (^v). 
The  true  meat  of  the  Christian  is  the  *  bread  of  God,  the  bread  of 
heaven,  the  bread  of  life,  which  is  the  flesh  of  Jesus  Christ,'  and 
his  drink  is  *  Christ's  blood,  which  is  love  incorruptible '  {Ad  Rom, 
vii.,  cf.  John  vi.  32,  51,  53).  He  has  no  love  of  this  life ;  *  his  love 
has  been  crucified,  and  he  has  in  him  no  burning  passion  for  the 
world,  but  living  water  (as  the  spring  of  a  new  life),  sp)eaking 
within  him,  and  bidding  him  come  to  his  Father*  {Ad  Rom,  \,  c). 
Meanwhile  his  enemy  is  the  enemy  of  his  Master,  even  the  *  ruler 
of  this  age '  {Ad  Rom,  1.  c,  o  a/o^wv  tov  at(uvo9  tovtov.  Cf.  John 
xii.  31,  xvi.  II  :  o  kpy^v  tov  K6(rfiov  tovtov'  and  see  i  Cor.  ii. 
6,  8^)." 

Part  of  these  references  we  have  already  considered ;  others  of 
them  really  do  not  require  any  notice,  and  the  only  one  to 
which  we  need  direct  our  attention  for  a  moment  may  bs  the 
passage  from  the  Epistle  to  the  Philadelphians  ix.,  which  reads : 
"  He  is  the  Door  of  the  Father,  by  which  enter  in  Abraham,  Isaac, 
and  Jacob  and  the  prophets,  and  the  apostles,  and  the  Church."^ 
This  is  compared  with  John  x.  7.  "Therefore  said  Jesus  again  : 
Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  I  am  the  door  of  the  Sheep  "  (eyw 
elfii  i)  dvpa  Twv  TrpoPdTiiiv),  We  have  already  referred,  a  few 
pages  back,^  to  the  image  of  the  door.  Here  again  it  is  obvious 
that  there  is  a  marked  difference  in  the  sense  of  the  Epistle  from 

'   Wann  Wiirdetty  u.  s,  w.,  p.  23. 

*  Westcott,  On  the  Catunty  p.  32  f.,  and  notes.  We  have  inserted  in  the  text 
^he  references  given  in  the  ^otes.  ,      ^   . 

3  4d  Phiiad,,  h.  *  P.  438  f.' 
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that  of  the  Gospel.  In  the  latter  Jesus  is  said  to  be  the  door  into 
the  Sheepfold ;'  whilst  in  the  Epistle  he  is  the  door  into  the 
Father,  through  which  not  only  the  patriarchs,  prophets,  and 
apostles  enter,  but  also  the  Church  itself.  Such  distant  analogy 
cannot  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  passage  shows  any  acquain- 
tance with  the  fourth  Gospel.  As  for  the  other  phrases,  they  are 
not  only  without  special  bearing  upon  the  fourth  Gospel,  but  they 
are  everywhere  found  in  the  canonical  Epistles,  as  well  as  else- 
where. Regarding  love  and  faith,  for  instance,  compare  Gal.  v.  6, 
14,  22;  Rom.  xii.  9,  10,  viii.  39,  xiii.  9;  i  Cor.  ii.  9,  viii.  3; 
Ephes.  iii.  17,  v.  i,  2,  vi.  23 ;  Philip,  i.  9,  ii.  2 ;  2  Thess.  iii.  5 ;  1 
Tim.  1.  14,  vi.  II ;  2  Tim.  i.  13  ;  Heb.  x.  38  f.,  xi.,  etc. 

We  might  point  out  many  equally  close  analogies  in  the  works 
of  Philo,"  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  do  so,  although  we  may  indicate 
one  or  two  which  first  present  themselves.  Philo  equally  has 
"  the  Eternal  Logos  "  (6  dhios  Aoyo9),3  whom  he  represents  as  the 
manifestation  of  God  in  every  way.  "  The  Word  is  the  likeness  of 
God,  by  whom  the  universe  was  created  "  (Adyos  Sc  ecmr  cticwv 
SeoVf  81*  oS  arvfirras  6  Koa-fws  iSTjfiiovpyeiro),^  He  is  "  the  vice- 
gerent "  (virapxos;)  of  God,5  "  the  heavenly  incorruptible  food  of 
the  soul,"  "the  bread  (afyrosi)  from  heaven."      In  one  place  he 

says:  "and  they  who  inquired  what  is  the  food  of  the  soul 

learnt  at  last  that  it  is  the  word  of  God,  and  the  Divine  Logos 

This  is  the  heavenly  nourishment,  and  it  is  mentioned  in  the  holy 

Scriptures saying,  *Lo  !    I  rain  upon  you  bread  (a/wos)  from 

heaven '  (Exod.  xvi.  4).  *  This  is  the  bread  (a/aros)  which  the 
Lord  has  given  them  to  eat '"  (Exod.  xvi.  15).^  And  again:  **  For 
the  one  indeed  raises  his  eyes  towards  the  sky,  contemplating  the 
manna,  the  divine  Word,  the  heavenly  incorruptible  food  of  the  long- 
ing soul."7     Elsewhere  :  " but  it  is  taught  by  the  Hierophant 

and  Prophet  Moses,  who  will  say :  *This  is  the  bread  (a/>To?),  the 
nourishment  which  God  gave  to  the  soul  * — that  he  offered  his 
own  Word  and  his  own  Logos ;  for  this  is  bread  (S^os)  which  he 


'  Oompare  the  whole  passage,  John  x.  1-16. 

=  Philo's  birth  is  dated  at  least  twenty  to  thirty  years  before  our  era,  and  his 
death  about  A.n.  40.  His  principal  works  were  certainly  written  l)efore  his 
embassy  to  Caius.  DShne,  CesrA.  Darstell,  jud,  alex.  Religions- Phi hs,^  1834, 
I  abth.,  p.  98,  anm.  2;  Delannay,  Philon d"* Alexandricy  1867,  p.  It  f.  ;  Ewald, 
Gesch^  d.  V,  Isr.y  vL,  p.  239  j  Gfrorer,  Gesch,  des  Urchristmthnms^  i,,  p.  5, 
p.  37  f.,  p,  45. 

3  De plant  Noe,  §  5,  Mang.,  i.  332  ;  De  Mundo^  §  2,  Mang.,  ii.  604. 

*  De  Monarchia,  il.,  §  S  ;  Mang.,  ii,  225. 

s  De  AgrtculL^  §.12,  Mang.,  i.  308 ;  De  SofnniiSy  i.,  §  41,  Mang.,  i.  656 ; 
cf.  Coloss.  i.  15 ;  Heb.  i.  3 ;  2  Cor.  iv.  4. 

^  De  Profiigis,  §  25,  Mang.,  i.  566. 

7  Quis  rerum  Div,  Here5.%  %  15,  Mang.,  L  484;  Quod  det,  f0fi^ri  insitL^ 
I  31,  Mang.,  L  213. 
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has  given  us  to  eat,  this  is  the  Word  (to  /5^/4a)."«  He  also  says  : 
"Therefore  he  exhorts  him  that  can  run  swiftly  to  strive  with 
breathless  eagerness  towards  the  Pivine  Word,  who  is,  above  all 
things,  the  fountain  df  Wisdom,  in  order  that,  by  drinkiilg  of  the 
stream,  instead  of  death  he  may  for  his  reward  obtain  eternal 
life.""  It  is  the  Logos  who^ides  us  to  the  Father,  God  "by  the 
same  Logos  both  creating  all  things  and  leading  up  (dvdytov)  the 
perfect  man  from  the  things  of  earth  to  himself. "3  These  are  very 
imperfect  examples,  but  it  may  be  asserted  that  there  is  not  a 
representation  of  the  Logos  in  the  fourth  Gospel  which  has  not 
close  parallels  in  the  works  of  Philo. 

We  have  ^ven  these  passages  of  the  Pseudo-Jgnatian  Epistles 
which  are  pointed  out  as  indicating  acquaintance  with  the  fourth 
Gospel,  in  order  that  the  whole  case  might  be  stated  and 
appreciated.  The  analogies  are  too  distant  to  prove  anything,  but 
were  they  fifty  times  more  close,  they  could  do  little  or  nothing  to 
establish  an  early  origin  for  the  fourth  Gospel,  and  nothing  at  all 
to  elucidate  the  question  as  to  its  character  and  authorship.*  The 
Epistles  in  which  the  passages  occCir  are  spurious,  and  of  no  value 
as  evidence  for  the  fourth  Gospel.  Only  one  of  them  is  found  in 
the  three  Syriac  Epistles.  We  have  already  stated  the  facts 
connected  with  the  so-called  Epistles  of  Ignatius,^  and  no 
one  who  has  attentively  examined  them  can  fail  to  see  that  the 
testimony  of  such  documents  cannot  be  considered  of  any  historic 
weight,  except  for  a  period  when  evidence  of  the  use  of  the  fourth 
Gospel  ceases  to  be  of  any  significance. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  the  so-called  Epistle  of  Polycarp  to  the 
Philippians  contains  any  references  to  the  fourth  Gospel.  Tischen- 
dorf,  however,  affirms  that  it  is  weighty  testimony  for  that 
Gospel,  inasmuch  as  he  discovers  in  it  a  certain  trace  of  the  first 
"  Epistle  of  John  ";  and,  as  he  maintains  that  the  Epistle  and  the 
Gospel  are  the  works  of  the  same  author,  any  evidence  for  the  one 
is  at  the  same  time  evidence  for  the  other.^  We  shall  hereafter 
consider  the  point  of  the  common  authorship  of  the  Epistles 
and  fourth  Gospel,  and  here  confine  ourselves  chiefly  to 
the  alleged  fact  of  the  reference.  The  passage  to  which 
Tischendorf  alludes  we  subjoin,  with  the  supposed  parallel  in  the 
Epistle. 

*  Leg,  Alleg.j  iii.,  §  60,  Mang.,  i.  121  ;  cf.  /^.,  §§  61,  62. 
»  De  Profugis,  %  18,  Mang.,  i.  560. 

3  De  Sacrif,  Ahelis  ei  Caini,  §  3  ;  Mang.,  i.  165. 

*  In  general  the  Epistles  follow  the  Synoptic  narratives,  and  not  the  account 
of  the  fourth  Gospel.  See,  for  instance,  the  reference  to  the  anointii^  of  Jesus, 
Ad  Eph,  xvii.,  cf.  Matt.  xxvL  7  f. ;  Mark  xiv.  3  f.,  cf.  John  xii.  1  f* 

5  P.  158  L 

^  l^Vofin  wuracHf  u,  s,  zv. ,  p.  24  f. 
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El^lstLE  OF   POLYCARP,  VII. 


I  Epistle  of  John,  iv;  3. 
And  every  spirit  that  cotifesselh  not 
the  Lord  Jcbqs  oome  in  the  flesh  is  not 
of  God,  and  this  is  the  (s/iri^)  of  Anti- 
christ of  which  ye  have  heard  that  it 
cometh,  and  now  already  it  is  in  the 
world. 


^Ivjcwy  Ktfpiov  iv  capKi  ^XiyXu^^^rtt,  ix 
Tov  OioO  0djc  icriWf  xiU  tout6  iarar  t6 
ToO  dyTiXpl<FTOVf  6  Tt  OKfiKdafiew  6n 
HpXCToi,  Kal  vvv  iyrf  KSfffup  itrrlv  ijSrf,^ 


For  whosoever  doth  not  confess 
that  Jesas  Christ  hath  come  in  the 
flesh  is  Antichrist,  and  whosoever 
doth  not  confess  the  martyrdom  of 
the  cross  is  of  the  devil,  and  whoso- 
ever doth  pervert  the  oracles  of  the 
Lord  to  his  own  lusts,  and  saith  that 
there  is  neither  resurrection  nor 
judgment,  he  is  a  firstborn  of  Satan. 

Ilttj  74/),  6i  dip  firj  6fio\oy^f  'IiyoroDi' 
Xpcffrhw  iv  ffapKl  iXifXvBhai,  cJ^ri- 
Xpi<n-6i  iartw'  koX  dj  Slm  furj  6fu>\oyi 
t6  fiapTvpiow  ToO  (TTavpoO,  ix  t<A 
diafi6\ov  imU'  Kal  6s  Slp  ficdodevji  rd 
XAyia  ToO  Kvplov  irp6s  tAs  ISlai  ixiBv- 
ytitoj,  Kal  Xeyei  ft^e  dydtrratriw  fi-fyre 
KpUnVy  o&ros  TpotriroK^  ivn  tov 
Soreiya.  ' 

This  passage  does  not  occur  as  a  quotation,  and  the  utmost 
that  can  be  said  of  the  few  words  with  which  it  opens  is  that  a 
phrase  somewhat  resembling,  but  at  the  same  time  materially 
differing  from,  the  Epistle  of  John  is  interwoven  with  the  text  of 
the  EpistU  to  the  Philippians,  If  this  were  really  a  quotation  from 
the  canonical  Epistle,  it  would  indeed  be  singular  that,  considering 
the  supposed  relations  of  Polycarp  and  John,  the  name  of  the 
apostle  should  not  have  been  mentioned,  and  a  quotation  have 
Ixien  distinctly  and  correctly  made.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is 
ho  earlier  trace  of  the  canonical  Epistle,  and,  as  Volkmar  argues, 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  may  not  rather  be  dependent  on  the 
Epistle  to  the  PhilippianSy  than  the  latter  upon  the  Epistle  of 
John.' 

We  believe,  with  Scholten,  that  neither  is  dependent  on  the 
other,  but  that  both  adopted  a  formula  in  use  in  the  early  Church 


*  We  give  the  text  of  the  Sinaittc  Oxkx  as  the  most  favourable.  A  great 
knsuority  of  the  other  MSS.,  and  all  the  more  important,  present  very  marked 
difference  from  this  reading.  [In  reference  to  this,  Dr.  Westcott  has  the 
following  note  in  the  4th  edition  of  his  work,  On  the  Catwn^  p.  50,  n.  2  :  "  The 
author  of  Supernatural  Religion  gives  (ii.,  p.  268)  a  good  example  of  the 
facility  with  which  similar  phrases  are  mixed  up,  when,  with  ^the  Greek  text  of 
St.  John  before  him,  he  quotes  as  *  I  John  iv.  3,'  #coi  ttoj'  iryeu/ta,  k.  r.  X.  (quot- 
ing the  passage  in  the  text  above).  Is  this  also  taken  from  an  apocryphal 
writing  V  No,  as  was  clearly  slated  in  the  note,  it  is  taken  from  the  Codex 
Sifiaiticus,  Dr.  Westcott  ought  to  have  observed  this.  At  the  end  of  his 
volume,  in  a  page  of  "addenda,"  he  says :  "I  should  have  added  that  the 
singular  combmation  of  phrases  which  is  quoted  is  taken  from  Cod,  Sin.  The 
words,  as  they  stand,  are  liable  to  be  misunderstood."  In  this  he  does  himself 
injustice.  It  would  not  be  easy  to  misunderstand-  the  sarcastic  question,  and 
sUU  less  the  curious  addition  made  when  his  mistake  was  pointed  out  to  him.] 

=*  Volkmar,  Der  Ursprung,  p.  48  f. 
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against  various  heresies,*  the  superficial  coincidence  of  which  is 
without  any  weight  as  evidence  for  the  use  of  either  Epistle  by 
the  writer  of  the  other.  Moreover,  it  is  clear  that  the  \\Titers  refer 
to  different  classes  of  heretics.  Polycarp  attacks  the  Docetae  who 
deny  that  Jesus  Christ  has  come  in  the  flesh,  that  is  with  a 
human  body  of  flesh  and  blood;  whilst  the  Epistle  of  John  is 
directed  against  those  who  deny  that  Jesus  who  has  come  ip  the 
flesh  is  the  Christ  the  Son  of  God.*  Volkmar  points  out  that  in 
Polycarp  the  word  "  Antichrist "  is  made  a  proper  name,  whilst  in 
the  Epistle  the  expression  used  is  the  abstract  "  Spirit  of  Anti- 
Christ."  Polycarp,  in  fact,  says  that  whoever  denies  the  flesh  of 
Christ  is  no  Christian  but  anti-Christ,  and  Volkmar  finds  this 
direct  assertion  more  original  than  the  assertion  of  the  Epistle : 
"  Every  spirit  that  confesseth  that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the  flesh 
is  of  God,"3  etc.  In  any  case  it  seems  to  us  clear  that  in  both 
writings  we  have  only  the  independent  enunciation,  with  decided 
difference  of  language  and  sense,  of  a  formula  current  in  the 
Church,  and  that  neither  writer  can  be  held  to  have  originated  the 
condemnation,  in  these  words,  of  heresies  which  the  Church  had 
begun  vehemently  to  oppose,  and  which  were  merely  an 
application  of  ideas  already  well  known,  as  we  see  from  the 
expression  of  the  Epistle  in  reference  to  the  Spirit  of  Antichrist, 
"  of  which  ye  have  heard  that  it  cometh."  Whether  this  phrase  be 
an  allusion  to  the  Apocalypse  xiii.,  or  to  2  Thess.  ii.,  or  to 
traditions  current  in  the  Church,  we  need  not  inquire;  it  is 
sufficient  that  the  Epistle  of  John  avowedly  applies  a  prophecy 
regarding  Antichrist  already  known  amongst  Clmstians,  which  was 
equally  open  to  the  other  writer,  and  probably  familiar  in  the 
Church.  This  cannot  under  any  circumstances  be  admitted  as 
evidence  of  weight  for  the  use  of  the  first  Epistle  of  John. 
There  is  no  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  Epistles  ascribed 
to  John  previous  to  this  date,  and  their  origin  would  have  to  be 
established  on  sure  grounds  before  the  argument  we  are  con- 
sidering can  have  any  value. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  have  already  seen^  that  there  is  strong 
reason  to  doubt  the  authenticity  of  the  Epistle  attributed  to  Poly- 
carp, and  certainty  that  in  any  case  it  is,  in  its  present  form, 
considerably  interpolated.  Even  if  genuine  in  any  part,  the  use 
of  the  first  Epistle  of  John,  if  established,  could  not  be  of  much 
value  as  testimony  for  the  fourth  Gospel,  of  which  the  writing  does 

*  Scholten,  DU  dlt  Zeugnisse^  p.  45  f.;  cf.  Volkmar,  Der  Ursprung^  p.  48  f.  j 
cf.  Ircnaeus,  Adv.  Har.^  i.  24,  §  4;  pseado- Ignatius,  Ad Smym,i  v.,  vi. 

'  Scholten,  DU  alt,  Zettgnisse,  p.  46  f.;  Volkmar,  Der  Ursprungt  p.  48  f.; 
cf.  1  John  ii.  22  ;  iv.  2,  3  ;  v.  i,  5  f. 

3  Volkmar,  Der  Ursprmi^y  p.  49  f. ;  Scholten,  Die  alL  Zeugfiisset  p.  46  f. 

^  P.  175  f^ 
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not  show  a  trace.  So  far  from  there  being  any  evidence  that 
Polycarp  knew  the  fourth  Gospel,  however,  everything  points  to 
the  opposite  conclusion.  About  a.d.  154-155  we  find  them 
taking  part  in  the  Paschal  controversy,'  contradicting  the  state- 
ments of  the  fourth  Gospel,^  and  supporting  the  Synoptic  view, 
contendirig  that  the  Christian  festival  should  be  celebrated  on  the 
14th  Nisan,  the  day  on  which  he  affirmed  that  the  Apostle  John 
himsdf  had  observed  it.3  Irenaeus,  who  represents  Polycarp  as 
the  disciple  of  John,  says  of  him :  "  For  neither  was  Anicetus  able 
to  persuade  Polycarp  not  to  observe  it  (on  the  14th)  because  he 
had  always  observed  it  with  John  the  disciple  of  our  Lord,  and 
mth  the  rest  of  the  apostles  with  whom  he  consorted."^  Not 
only,  therefore,  does  Polycarp  not  refer  to  the  fourth  Gospel,  but 
he  is,  on  the  contrary,  an  important  witness  against  it  as  the  work 
of  John,  for  he  represents  that  apOstle  as  practically  contradicting 
the  Gospel  of  which  he  is  said  to  be  the  author. 

The  fulness  with  which  we  have  discussed  the  character  of  the 
evangelical  quotations  oi  Justin  Martyr  renders  the  task  of  ascer- 
taining whether  his  works  indicate  any  acquaintance  with  the 
fourth  Gospel  comparatively  easy.  The  detailed  statements 
already  made  enable  us  without  preliminary  explanation  directly  to 
attack  the  problem,  and  we  are  freed  from  the  necessity  of  making 
extensive  quotations  to  illustrate  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Whilst  apologists  assert  with  some  boldness  that  Justin  made 
use  of  our  Synoptics,  they  are  evidently,  and  with  good  reason, 
less  confident  in  maintaining  his  acquaintance  with  the  fourth 
Gospel.  Dr.  Westcott  states  :  **  His  references  to  St.  John  are 
uncertain ;  but  this,  as  has  been  already  remarked,  follows  from 
the  character  of  the  fourth  Gospel.  It  was  unlikely  that  he  should 
quote  its  peculiar  teaching  in  apologetic  writings  addressed  to 
Jews  and  heathens;  and  at  the  same  time  he  exhibits  types  of 
language  and  doctrine  which,  if  not  immediately  drawn  from  St. 
John,  yet  mark  the  presence  of  his  influence  and  the  recognition 
of  his  authority.  "5     This  apology  for  the  neglect  of  the  fourth 


'  The  date  has,  hitherto,  generally  been  fixed  at  A.D.  160,  hut  the  recent 
investigations  referred  to,  p.  175  f.,  have  led  to  the  adoption  of  this  earlier 
date,  and  the  visit  to  Rome  must,  therefore,  probably  have  taken  place 
just  after  the  accession  of  Anicetus  to  the  Roman  bishopric  (cf.  Lipsius, 
Zeitschr.  w.  Theol^  1874,  p.  205  f.). 

"  John  xiii.  I,  xvii.  28,  xix.  14,  31  ;  cf.  MaU.  xxvi.  17  ;  Mark  xiv.  12; 
Luke  xxii.  8. 

3  Cf.  Irenoeus,  Adv.  Httr.f  iii.  3,  §  4 ;  Eusebius,  H,  £.,  iv.  14,  v.  24. 

*  Eusebius,  ff.  £.,  v.  24. 

5  On  the  Cafiofif  p.  145.  In  a  note  Dr.  Westcott  refers  to  Credncr, 
Beitrage^  i.,  p.  253  f.  Credncr,  however,  pronounces  against  the  use  of  the 
fourth  Gospel  by  Justin.  Dr.  Westcott  adds  the  singular  argument :  **  Justin's 
acquaintance  with   the  Valentinians  proves  that  the  Gospel  could  not  have 
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Gospel  illustrates  the  obvious  scantiness  of  the  evidence  furnished 
by  Justin. 

Tischendorf,  however,  with  his  usual  temerity,  claims  Justin  as 
a  powerful  witness  for  the  fourth  Gospel.  He  says  :  "  According 
to  our  judgment  there  are  convincing  grounds  of  proof  for  the  fact 
that  John  also  was  known  and  used  by  Justin,  provided  that 
unprejudiced  consideration  be  not  made  to  give  way  to 
antagonistic  predilection  against  the  Johannine  Gospel."  In  order 
fully  and  fairly  to  state  the  case  which  he  puts  forward,  we  shall 
quote  his  own  words,  but  to  avoid  repetition  we  shall  permit  our- 
selves to  interrupt  him  by  remarks  and  by  parallel  passages  from 
other  writings  for  comparison  with  Justin.  Tischendorf  says : 
"  The  representation  of  the  person  of  Christ,  altogether  peculiar  to 
John,  as  it  is  given  particularly  in  his  prologue  i.  i  (*  In  the  begin- 
ning was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word 
was  God'),  and  verse  14  (*and  the  word  became  flesh'),  in  the 
designation  of  him  as  Logos,  as  the  word  of  God,  unmistakably 
re-echoes  in  not  a  few  passages  in  Justin ;  for  instance :  *  And 
Jesus  Christ  is  alone  the  special  Son  begotten  by  God,  being  his 
Word  and  first-begotten  and  power.' "' 

With  this  we  may  compare  another  passage  of  Justin  from  the 
second  Apology.  "  But  his  son,  who  alone  is  rightly  called  Son, 
the  Word  before  the  works  of  creation,  who  was  both  with  him  and 
begotten  when  in  the  beginning  he  created  and  ordered  all  things 
by  him,"=»  etc. 

Now  the  same  words  and  ideas  are  to  be  found  throughout  the 
Canonical  Epistles  and  other  writings,  as  well  as  in  earlier  works. 
In  the  Apocalypse,3  the  only  book  of  the  New  Testament  men- 
tioned by  Justin,  and  which  is  directly  ascribed  by  him  to  John,* 
the  term  Logos  is  applied  to  Jesus  "  the  Lamb  "  (xix.  13) ;  "  and 
his  name  is  called  the  Word  of  God  "  (koI  K€KkrfTai  to  ovofui  airov 
6  Aoyos  Tov  Oeov),  Elsewhere  (iii.  14)  he  is  called  "the  Begin- 
ning of  the  Creation  of  God "  (17  a/>x^  '^'^  KTwrcios  toG  0€ov)  ; 
and  again  in  the  same  book  (i.  5)  he  is  "  the  first-begotten  of  the 


been  unknown  to  him  "  (Dia/.  35).  We  have  already  proved  that  there  is  no 
evidence  that  Yalentinus  and  his  earlier  followers  knew  anything  of  our 
Synoptics,  and  we  shall  presently  show  that  this  is  likewise  the  case  with  the 
fourth  Gospel. 

'  IVann  wurden,  u,  s.  w.,p.^2,  Kal  *lTi<rovt  Xpurrbs  fiAfoi  I8lm  vlbs  rf  Betfi 
yeyhvTrrai,  A6yos  airrw  {nrdpx<»>f^  «ai  Tpw&roKot  kIu  Svpafui.     Apo/.,  i.  23. 

'  *0  Si  vl6s  €K€ltf0Vy  6  fiAifOi  \ey6fuyos  KvpUat  vlbsy  6  A6yos  Tp6  rOif  Toaifidna^j 
Kal  9\nf^  KoX  y€vyiJbfi€wot,  8t€  t^p  dpxv*'  Si  aih-ov  Tdyra  iicnffe  KctX  eKda/Aniae, 
ApoL,  ii.  6. 

3  Written  c,  a.d.  68-69;  Credner,  Eini.N,  T.,l,  p.  704  f.  ;  BeitrSgey  ii., 
p.  294 ;  LUcke,  Comrn.  Offenb,  Joh,^  1852,  ii.,  p.  840  ff.  ;  Ewald, yiiAr^.  bibL 
tViss.t  1852-53,  p.  182 ;  GfscA,  d,  V,  hr.^  vL,  p.  643,  etc. 

4  Dial,  81, 

2G 
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dead "  (o  irpayroroKos  twv  vck^wv).  In  Heb.  i.  6  he  is  the 
"first-born"  {wpayroroKos^  as  in  Coloss.  i.  15  he  is  "the first-bom 
of  every  creature "  (TrpayroroKo^  iraxrqs  ktotcws)  ;  and  in  i  Cor. 
i.  24  we  have :  "  Christ  the  Power  of  God  and  the  Wisdom  of 
God "  {KpuTTov  6€ov  SvvafjLLv  KOI  Siox  (ro</>iav),  and  it  will  be 
remembered  that  "  Wisdom  "  was  the  earlier  term  which  became 
an  alternative  with  "  Word  "  for  the  intermediate  Being.     In  Heb. 

i.  2  God  is  represented  as  speaking  to  us  "in   the   Son by 

whom  he  also  made  the  worlds  "(cv  vicJJ, 84  o5  koX  hrolrp-ev 

Tovs  atwvas).  In  2  Tim.  i.  9  he  is  "  before  all  worlds "  {irpd 
XpoviDv  al^ovl^ov\  cf.  Heb.  i.  lo,  ii.  lo,  Rom.  xi.  36,  i  Cor.  viii. 
6,  Ephes.  iii.  9. 

The  works  of  Philo  are  filled  with  similar  representations  of  the 
Logos,  but  we  must  restrict  ourselves  to  a  very  few.  God  as  a 
Shepherd  and  King  governs  the  universe,  "  having  appointed  his 
true  Logos,  his  first  begotten  Son,  to  have  the  care  of  this  sacred 
flock,  as  the  Vicegerent  of  a  great  King."'  In  another  place  Philo 
exhorts  men  to  strive  to  become  like  God's  "  first  begotten  Word  " 
{rhv  irpanoyovov  avrov  Aoyov),^  and  he  adds,  a  few  lines  further 
on :  "  for  the  most  ancient  Word  is  the  image  of  God "  {0€ov 
yap  eiKbiv  Aoyos  6  Trptxr^vraTosi),  The  high  priest  of  God  in 
the  world  is  "the  divine  Word,  his  first-begotten  son"  (6 
TTpnyroyovos  avrov  Ouos  Aoyo^).^  Speaking  of  the  creation 
of  the  world,  Philo  says  :  "  The  instrument  by  which  it  was  formed 
is  the  Word  of  God "  {opyavov  ^  Aoyov  ^€ov,  hC  o^ 
/caT€<r/c€voo-^).4  Elsewhere  :  "  For  the  word  is  the  image  of  God 
by  which  the  whole  world  was  created "  (Aoyos  8c  &mv 
ciKOiv  diov,  8l*  o^  iTvpTras  6  K6(rp^<s  €&rjp,Lovpy€LTo),5  These 
passages  might  be  indefinitely  multiplied. 

Tischendorfs  next  passage  is :  "The  first  power  (Svva/ics) 
after  the  Father  of  all  and  God  the  Lord,  and  Son,  is  the  Word 
(Logos);  in  what  manner  having  been  made  flesh  (o-apK(wro«]^€is) 
he  became  man,  we  shall  in  what  follows  relate."^ 

We  find  everywhere  parallels  for  this  passage  without  seeking 
them  in  the  fourth  Gospel.  In  i  Cor.  i.  24,  "  Christ  the  Power 
(SvvafiLs)  of  God  and  the  Wisdom  of  God  ";  cf.  Heb.  i.  2,  3,  4, 
6,  8 ;  ii.  8.  In  Heb.  ii.  14-18  there  is  a  distinct  account  of  his 
becoming  flesh ;   cf.  verse  7.      In  Phil.  ii.  6-8 :   "  Who  (Jesus 

'  Tpo<mf<rdfi€yoi    rhv    dpBbf    aifrw    A6yoy,    T/wr^ywoF    vl^Jr,    Bs    ttjw 

€iri/jic\€iaw  rrfs  lepas  toutt;?  dyeXrjt  otd  tc»  /jLcydXov  /SeuriX^cof  ihrapxoi  SiaSe^crcu. 
De  Agricult,^  §  12,  Mang.,  i.  308. 

'  De  Coftfus,  ling.f  §  28,  Mang.,  i.  427,  cf.  §  14,  lA,  i.  414 ;  cf.  De  Migrat, 
Abrahami,  I,  Mang.,  i.  437  ;  cf.  Heb.  i.  3  ;  2  Cor.  iv.  4. 

3  De  Sommts,  i.,  §  37,  Mang.,i.  653.      ■♦  De  Cherubim^  §  35,  Mang.,  i.  162. 

5  De  Monorchia^  ii.,  §  5,  Mang.,  ii.  225. 

^  Wann  wurden^  u,  s.  w.t  p.  32  {ApoL^  i.  32). 
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Christ)  being  in  the  form  of  God,  deemed  it  not  grasping  to  be 
equal  with  God  (7),  But  gave  himself  up,  taking  the  form  of  a 
servant,  being  made  in  the  likeness  of  men,"  etc.  In  Rom.  viii.  3 
we  have :  "  God  sending  his  own  Son  in  the  likeness  of  the  flesh 
of  sin,"  etc.  (6  ^cbs  rhv  lavroG  vtbv  7r€/t^as  €v  ofWKafiari  crapKh^ 
afmprias).  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  terminology  of 
John  i.  14,  "and  the  word  became  flesh"  {o-ap^  cycvero)  is 
different  from  that  of  Justin,  who  uses  the  word  a-apKOTroirfO^ts. 
The  sense  and  language  here  is,  therefore,  quite  as  close  as  that 
of  the  fourth  Gospel.  We  have  also  another  parallel  in  i  Tim.  iii. 
16,  "Who  (God)  was  manifested  in  the  flesh"  (os  €<f>av€p<aOT]  kv 
a-apKi) ;  cf.  I  Cor.  xv.  4,  47. 

In  like  manner  we  find  many  similar  passages  in  the  works  of 
Philo.  He  says,  in  one  place,  that  man  was  not  made  in  the 
likeness  of  the  most  high  God  the  Father  of  the  universe,  but  in 
that  of  the  "  Second  God  who  is  his  Word "  {dkXa  vph^  rhv 
8€VT€pov  ^€ov,  3s  i<rrtv  licctVov  Adyos).*  In  another  place  the 
Logos  is  said  to  be  the  interpreter  of  the  highest  God,  and  he 
continues :  "  that  must  be  God  of  us  imperfect  beings "  (Ofros 
yap  'qfuav  r<av  drektav  &v  itri  ^€09)."  Elsewhere  he  says : 
"But  the  divine    Word  which  is    above    these    (the    Winged 

Cherubim) but  being  itself  the  image  of  God,  at  once  the 

most  ancient  of  all  conceivable  things,  and  the  one  placed  nearest 
to  the  only  true  and  absolute  existence  without  any  separation  or 
distance  between  them  ";3  and  a  few  lines  further  on  he  explains 
the  cities  of  refuge  to  be  :  "  The  word  of  the  Governor  (of  all 
things)  and  his  creative  and  kingly  power,  for  of  these  are  the 
heavens  and  the  whole  world."^  "  The  Logos  of  God  is  above  all 
things  in  the  world,  and  is  the  most  ancient  and  the  most  universal 
of  all  things  which  are. "5  The  Word  is  also  the  "  Ambassador 
sent  by  the  Governor  (of  the  universe)  to  his  subject  (man) " 
(vpea-peurris  S*  rov  i/ye/iovos  'irphs  to  vrr/JKoov),^  Such  views  of 
the  Logos  are  everywhere  met  with  in  the  pages  of  Philo. 

Tischendorf  continues:  "The  Word  (L(^os)  of  God  is  his 
Son."7  We  have  already  in  the  preceding  paragraphs  abundantly 
illustrated  this  sentence,  and  may  proceed  to  the  next :  "  But 
since  they  did  not  know  all  things  concerning  the  Logos,  which  is 

*  Philo,  Fragm.^  i.,  ex.  Euseb.,  Prapar.  Evang.,  vii.  13,  Mang.,  ii.  625  ;  cf. 
De  Somniis,  i.,  §  41,  Mang.,  L  656 ;  Leg,  AUeg,y  ii.,  §  21,  »^.,  i.  83. 

»  Leg,  Aileg.,  iu.,  §  73,  Mang.,  i.  128. 

3  De  Profugis,  §  19,  Mang.,  i.  561.  ^  /^.,  §  I9- 

5  KaX  6  A670S  ^  rov  dew  vTcpdina  Torr^  iirri  rov  Kda/iov,  xal  Tpeff^vrarot 
KoX  y€ViKCna,rot  rCnf  d<ra  yfyoi^e.  Leg,  AUeg,^  iii.,  §  61,  Mang.,  i.  121  ;  cf.  De 
SitmniiSy  i.,  §  41,  Mang.,  i.  656. 

^  Quis  rerum  div,  Heres.^  §  42,  Mang.,  i.  501. 

7  *0  A670S  hk  ToO  $€ov  iffTip  6  vl6s  tuhov,     {ApoL^  i.  63). 
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Christ,  they  have  frequently  contradicted  each  other."'  These 
words  are  used  with  reference  to  lawgivers  and  philosophers. 
Justin,  who  frankly  admits  the  delight  he  took  in  the  writings  of 
Plato*  and  other  Greek  philosophers,  held  the  view  that  Socrates 
and  Plato  had,  in  an  elementary  form,  enunciated  the  doctrine  of 
the  Logos, 3  although  he  contends  that  they  borrowed  it  from  the 
writings  of  Moses ;  and  with  a  largeness  of  mind  very  uncommon 
in  the  early  Church,  and,  indeed,  we  might  add,  in  any  age,  he 
believed  Socrates  and  such  philosophers  to  have  been  Christians, 
even  although  they  had  been  considered  Atheists,*  As  they  did 
not,  of  course,  know  Christ  to  be  the  Logos,  he  makes  the  asser- 
tion just  quoted.  Now,  the  only  point  in  the  passage  which 
requires  notice  is  the  identification  of  the  Logos  with  Jesus,  which 
has  already  been  dealt  with,  and,  as  this  was  asserted  in  the 
Apocalypse  xix.  13,  before  the  fourth  Gospel  was  written,  no 
evidence  in  its  favour  is  deducible  from  the  statement  We  shall 
have  more  to  say  r^arding  this  presently. 

Tischendorf  continues:  "But  in  what  manner,  through  the 
Word  of  God,  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour  has  become  flesh, "5  etc. 

It  must  be  apparent  that  the  doctrine  here  is  not  that  of  the 
fourth  Gospel  which  makes  "the  word  become  flesh"  simply, 
whilst  Justin,  representing  a  less  advanced  form,  and  more  uncer- 
tain stage,  of  its  development,  draws  a  distinction  between  the 
Logos  and  Jesus,  and  describes  Jesus  Christ  as  being  made  flesh 
by  the  power  of  the  Logos.  This  is  no  accidental  use  of  words, 
for  he  repeatedly  states  the  same  fact,  as  for  instance :  "  But  why 
through  the  power  of  the  Word,  according  to  the  will  of  God  the 
Father  and  Lord  of  all,  he  was  bom  a  man  of  a  Virgin,"^  etc. 

Tischendorf  continues :  "  To  these  passages  out  of  the  short 
second  Apology  we  extract  from  the  first  (cap.  33).7  By  the 
Spirit,  therefore,  and  power  of  God  (in  reference  to  Luke  i. 
35  :  *  The  Holy  Spirit  shall  come  upon  thee,  and  the  power  of  the 
Highest  shall  overshadow  thee ')  we  have  nothing  else  to  under- 
stand but  the  Logos,  which  is  the  first-bom  of  God."^ 

Here  again  we  have  the  same  difference  from  the  doctrine  of  the 
fourth  Gospel  which  we  have  just  pointed  out,  which  is,  however, 

■  *ET€iSrj  de  od  xdmra  rit  tw  A6yov  ^yinbpiffaw,  8t  iffrt  Xpurrbiy  koI  ivoLrrla 
iavTMS  ToWaKis  €lww.     ApoL,  ii.  10. 

»  Apol.y  ii.  12 ;  cf.  Dial.  2  f.  3  ji,.^  \.  60,  etc;  cf.  5.  *  lb.,  i.  46. 

s  Wann  wurden^  u.  s.  w,,  p.  32.  dXK'  6v  rpi/ww  Sid  A^yov  dew  ffopKoroiriBelt 
'Ii^rovs  Xpurrbs  6  Swn}/)  "iifjuaff  ic.r.X.     ApoLy  i.  66. 

*  ApoL,  i.  46. 

7  This  is  an  error.  Several  of  the  preceding  passages  are  out  of  the  first 
Apology.  No  references,  however,  are  given  to  the  source  of  any  of  them. 
We  have  added  them. 

*  Wann  wurden,  «.  s,  w.,  p.  32  {ApoL,  L  33). 
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completely  in  agreement  with  the  views  of  Philo,  and  charac- 
teristic of  a  less  developed  form  of  the  idea.  We  shall  further 
refer  to  the  terminology  hereafter,  and  meantime  we  proceed 
to  the  last  illustration  given  by  Tischendorf. 

"  Out  of  the  Dialogue  (c.  105) :  *  For  that  he  was  the  only- 
b^otten  of  the  Father  of  all,  in  peculiar  wise  begotten  of  him  as 
Word  and  Power  {Svvafiis)^  and  afterwards  became  man  through 
the  Virgin,  as  we  have  learnt  from  the  Memoirs,  I  have  already 
stated."' 

The  allusion  here  is  to  the  preceding  chapters  of  the  Dialogue, 
wherein,  with  special  reference  (c.  100)  to  the  passage  which  has  a 
parallel  in  Luke  i.  35,  quoted  by  Tischendorf  in  the  preceding 
illustration,  Justin  narrates  the  birth  of  Jesus. 

This  reference  very  appropriately  leads  us  to  a  more  general 
discussion  of  the  real  source  of  the  terminology  and  Logos 
doctrine  of  Justin.  We  do  not  propose,  in  this  work,  to  enter 
fully  into  the  history  of  the  Logos  doctrine,  and  we  must  confine 
ourselves  strictly  to  showing,  in  the  most  simple  manner  possible, 
that  not  only  is  there  no  evidence  whatever  that  Justin  derived  his 
ideas  regarding  it  from  the  fourth  Gospel,  but  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, his  terminology  and  doctrine  may  be  traced  to  another 
source.  In  the  very  chapter  (100)  from  which  this  last 
illustration  is  taken,  Justin  shows  clearly  whence  he  derives  the 
expression,  "only-begotten.  In  chap.  97  he  refers  to  the  Ps. 
xxii.  (Sept.  xxi.)  as  a  prophecy  applying  to  Jesus,  quotes  the  whole 
Psalm,  and  comments  upon  it  in  the  following  chapters ;  refers  to 
Ps.  ii.  7  :  "  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee," 
uttered  by  the  voice  at  the  baptism,  in  ch.  103,  in  illustration  of 
it ;  and  in  ch.  105  he  arrives,  in  his  exposition  of  it,  at  verse  20 : 
"  Deliver  my  soul  from  the  sword,  and  my'  only-begotten 
(fjLovoytvrj)  from  the  hand  of  the  dog."  Then  follows  the 
passage  we  are  discussing,  in  which  Justin  affirms  that  he  has 
proved  that  he  was  the  only-begotten  (fwvoyevris)  of  the  Father, 
and  at  the  close  he  again  quotes  the  verse  as  indicative  of  his 
sufferings.  The  Memoirs  are  referred  to  in  regard  to  the  fulfilment 
of  this  prophecy,  and  his  birth  as  man  through  the  Virgin.  The 
phrase  in  Justin  is  quite  different  from  that  in  the  fourth  Gospel, 
i.  14  :  "  And  the  Word  became  flesh  (o-a/o^  €y€V€To)  and  tabernacled 
among  us,  and  we  beheld  his  glory,  glory  as  of  the  only-begotten 
from  the  Father  "  (d»s  fjLovoy€vovs  irapa  irarp6s\  etc.  In  Justin,  he 
is  **  the  only-begotten  of  the  Father  of  all "  (^voycr^s  T<j)  Harpl 
T(ov  5Xa)K),  and  he  "  became  man  {avSpwros  y€v6fjL€vos)  through  the 
Virgin,"  and  Justin  never  once  employs  the  peculiar  terminology 
of  the  fourth  Gospel,  rrap^  cycvcro,  in  any  part  of  his  writings. 

'   JVann  wurtien,  u,  s,  w.^  p.  32  (Dia/.  c.  Tryph,^  105). 
»  This  should  probably  be  "  thy." 
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There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  however  the  Christian  doctrine  of 
the  Logos  may  at  one  period  of  its  development  have  been 
influenced  by  Greek  philosophy,  it  was  in  its  central  idea  mainly 
of  Jewish  origin,  and  the  mere  application  to  an  individual  of  a 
theory  which  had  long  occupied  the  Hebrew  mind.  After  the 
original  simplicity  which  represented  God  as  holding  personal 
intercourse  with  the  Patriarchs,  and  communing  face  to  face  with 
the  great  leaders  of  Israel,  had  been  outgrown,  an  increasing 
tendency  set  in  to  shroud  the  Divinity  in  impenetrable  iriystery, 
and  to  regard  him  as  unapproachable  and  undiscemible  by  man. 
This  led  to  the  recognition  of  a  Divine  representative  and  sub- 
stitute of  the  highest  God  and  Father,  who  communicated  with 
his  creatures,  and  through  whom  alone  he  revealed  himself.  A 
new  system  of  interpretation  of  the  ancient  traditions  of  the  nation 
was  rendered  necessary,  and  in  the  Septuagint  translation  of  the 
Bible  we  are  fortunately  able  to  trace  the  progress  of  the  theory 
which  culminated  in  the  Christian  doctrine  of  the  Logos. 
Wherever  in  the  sacred  records  God  has  been  represented  as 
holding  intercourse  with  man,  the  translators  either  symbolised  the 
appearance  or  interposed  an  angel,  who  was  afterwards  understood 
to  be  the  Divine  Word.  The  first  name  undet  which  the  Divine 
Mediator  was  known  in  the  Old  Testament  was  Wisdom  (2o<^4a), 
although  in  its  Apocrypha  the  term  Logos  was  not  unknown. 
The  personification  of  the  idea  was  very  rapidly  effected,  and  in 
the  Book  of  Proverbs,  as  well  as  in  the  later  Apocrypha  based 
upon  it  (the  Wisdom  of  Solomon,  and  the  Wisdom  of  Sirach, 
"  Ecclesiasticus  ")  we  find  it  in  ever-increasing  clearness  and  con- 
cretion, la  the  School  of  Alexandria  the  active  Jewish  intellect 
eagerly  occupied  itself  with  the  speculation,  and  in  the  writings  of 
Philo  especially  we  find  the  doctrine  of  the  Logos — the  term 
which  by  that  time  had  almost  entirely  supplanted  that  of 
Wisdom — elaborated  to  almost  its  final  point,  and  wanting  little 
or  nothing  but  its  application  in  an  incarnate  form  to  an  individual 
man  to  represent  the  doctrine  of  the  earlier  Canonical  writings  of 
the  New  Testament,  and  notably  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews — 
the  work  of  a  Christian  Philo' — the  Pauline  Epistles,  and  lastly 
the  fourth  Gospel. 

In  Proverbs  viii.  22  f.  we  have  a  representation  of  Wisdom 
corresponding  closely  with  the  prelude  to  the  fourth  Gospel,  and 
still  more  so  with  the  doctrine  enunciated  by  Justin :  "22.  The 
Lord  created  me  the  Beginning  of  his  ways  for  his  works.     23. 

'  Ewald  freely  recognises  that  the  author  of  this  Epistle,  written  about  A.D. 
66,  transferred  Philo's  doctrine  of  the  Logos  to  Christianity.  ApoUos,  whom 
he  considers  its  probable  author,  impregnated  the  Apostle  Paul  with  the 
doctrine  {Gesch.  des,  V.  Isr.,  vi.,  p.  474  f.,  p.  638  f.  ;  Das  Sendschr.  an  d, 
Hebraer^  p.  9  f.). 
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Before  the  ages  he  established  me,  in  the  beginning  before  he 
made  the  earth.  24.  And  before  he  made  the  abysses,  before  the 
springs  of  the  waters  issued  forth.  25.  Before  the  mountains 
were  settled,  and  before  all  the  hills  he  begets  me.  26.  The  Lord 
made  the  lands,  both  those  which  are  uninhabited  and  the 
inhabited  heights  of  the  earth  beneath  the  sky.  27.  When  he 
prepared  the  heavens  I  was  present  with  him,  and  when  he 
set  his  throne  upon  the  winds,  28,  and  made  strong  the  high 
clouds,  and  the  deeps  under  the  heaven  made  secure,  29,  and 
made  strong  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  30,  I  was  with  him 
adjusting,  I  was  that  in  which  he  delighted ;  daily  I  rejoiced  in 
his  presence   at  all    times."'      In   the    Wisdom  of  Solomon   we 

find  the  writer  addressing  God  :  ix.  i **  Whomadest  all  things 

by  thy  Word  "  (o  Trot^cras  ra  iravra  kv  Aoy<j)  a-ov)  ;  and  further  on 
in  the  same  chapter,  v.  9  :  "  And  Wisdom  was  with  thee  who 
knoweth  thy  works,  and  was  present  when  thou  madest  the  world, 
and  knew  what  was  acceptable  in  thy  sight,  and  right  in  thy 
commandments."  In  verse  4  the  writer  prays:  "Give  me 
Wisdom  that  sitteth  by  thy  thrones  "  (Ads  fioi  rrjv  twv  craJi'  6p6vo)v 
irdpeSpov  orwfHav).  In  a  similar  way  the  son  of  Sirach  makes 
Wisdom  say  (Eccles.  xxiv.  9) :  "  He  (the  Most  High)  created  me 
from  the  beginning  before  the  world,  and  as  long  as  the  world  I 
shall  not  fail."  We  have  already  incidentally  seen  how  these 
thoughts  grew  into  an  elaborate  doctrine  of  the  Logos  in  the  works 
of  Philo. 

Now  Justin,  whilst  he  nowhere  adopts  the  terminology  of  the 
fourth  Gospel,  and  nowhere  refers  to  its  introductory  condensed 
statement  of  the  Logos  doctrine,  closely  follows  Philo  and,  like 
him,  traces  it  back  to  the  Old  Testament  in  the  most  direct  way, 
accounting  for  the  interposition  of  the  divine  Mediator  in 
precisely  the  same  manner  as  Philo,  and  expressing  the  views 
which  had  led  the  Seventy  to  modify  the  statement  of  the 
Hebrew  original  in  their  Greek  translation.  He  is,  in  fact, 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  Logos  doctrine  and 
its  earlier  enunciation  under  the  symbol  of  Wisdom,  and  his 
knowledge  of  it  is  clearly  independent  of,  and  antecedent  to,  the 
statements  of  the  fourth  Gospel. 

Referring  to  various  episodes  of  the  Old  Testament  in  which 
God  is  represented  as  appearing  to  Moses  and  the  Patriarchs,  and 
in  which  it  is  said  that  "  God  went  up  from  Abraham,"^  or  "  The 
Lord  spake  to  Moses,  "3  or  "  The  Lord  came  down  to  behold  the 
town,"*  etc.,  or  "  God  shut  Noah  into  the  ark,"5  and  so  on, 
Justin  warns  his  antagonist  that  he  is  not  to  suppose  that  "  the 

'  Prov.  viii.  22 ;  Sep/,  vers,  '  Gen.  xviii.  22. 

3  Exod.  vi.  29.  *  Gen.  xi.  5.  5  Gen.  viL  16. 
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unb^otten  God  "  (dy^vvriTos  6^)  did  any  of  these  things,  for  he 
has  neither  to  come  to  any  place,  nor  walks,  but  from  his  own  place, 
wherever  it  may  be,  knows  everything,  although  he  has  neither 
eyes  nor  ears.  Therefore  he  could  not  talk  with  anyone,  nor  be 
seen  by  anyone,  and  none  of  the  Patriarchs  saw  the  Father  at  all, 
but  they  saw  "  him  who  was  according  to  his  will  both  his  Son 
(being  God)  and  the  Angel,  in  that  he  ministered  to  his  purpose, 
whom  also  he  willed  to  be  bom  man  by  the  Virgin,  who  became 
fire  when  he  spoke  with  Moses  from  the  bush."'  He  refers 
throughout  his  writings  to  the  various  appearances  of  God  to  the 
Patriarchs,  all  of  which  he  ascribes  to  the  pre-existent  Jesus,  the 
Word,*  and  in  the  very  next  chapter,  after  alluding  to  some  of 
these,  he  says  ;  "  He  is  called  Angel  because  he  came  to  men,  since 

by  him  the  decrees  of  the  Father  are  announced  to  men At 

other  times  he  is  also  called  Man  and  human  being,  because  he 
appears  clothed  in  these  forms  as  the  Father  wills,  and  they  call 
him  Logos  because  he  bears  the  communications  of  the  Father  to 
mankind."3 

Justin,  moreover,  repeatedly  refers  to  the  fact  that  he  was  called 
Wisdom  by  Solomon,  and  quotes  the  passage  we  have  indicated 
in  Proverbs.  In  one  place  he  says,  in  proof  of  his  assertion  that 
the  God  who  appeared  to  Moses  and  the  Patriarchs  was  distin- 
guished from  the  Father,  and  was  in  fact  the  Word  (ch.  66-70) : 
"  Another  testimony  I  will  give  you,  my  friends,  I  said,  from  the 
Scriptures,  that  God  begat  before  all  of  the  creatures  (Trph  irdvnav 
Twv  KTurfAOTiav)  a  Beginning  (a/t>x^'')>^  ^  certain  rational  Power 
(Bvvafuv  k(r/ucYiv)  out  of  himself,  who  is  called  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
now  the  Glory  of  the  Lord,  then  the  Son,  again  Wisdom,  again 
Angel,  again  God,  and  again  Lord  and  Logos,"  etc.,  and  a  little 
further  on :  "  The  Word  of  Wisdom  will  testify  to  me,  who  is  him- 
self this  God  begotten  of  the  Father  of  the  universe,  being  Word, 
and  Wisdom,  and  Power  (Svvofiis),  and  the  Glory  of  the  Bi^etter," 
etc.,5  and  he  quotes,  from  the  Septuagint  version,  Proverbs  viii. 
22-36,  part  of  which  we  have  given  above.  Elsewhere,  indeed, 
(ch.  1 29),  he  cites  the  passage  a  second  time  as  evidence,  with  a 

*  Dial,  127 ;  cf.  128,  63;  cf.  Philo,  Dg  SomniiSy  i.,  §§  1 1  f.,  Mang.,  i.  630  f.  ; 
§  31,  ib,,  i.  648  ;  §§  33  f.,  ib.y  i.  649  f;  §§  39  f-,  »*•,  i-  655  f.  Nothing,  in 
fact,  could  show  more  clearly  the  indebtedness  of  Justin  to  Philo  than  this 
argument  {Dial,  100)  r^arding  the  inapplicability  of  such  descriptions  to  the 
**  unbegotten  God."  Philo  m  one  treatise,  from  which  we  are  constantly 
obliged  to  take  passages  as  paraUels  for  those  of  Justin  {de  Conftmone  linguarum)^ 
argues  from  the  very  same  text :  **  The  Lord  went  down  to  see  that  city  and 
tower,"  almost  in  the  very  same  words  as  Justin,  §  27.  The  passage  is  un- 
fortunately too  long  for  quotation. 

«  Dial,  56,  57,  58,  59,  60,  126,  127,  128,  etc  ;  Afol.y  i.  62,  63 ;  cf.  Philo, 
Vita  Mosis,  §§  12  f.,  Mang.,  i.  91  f.;  Leg,  Ai/eg.,  iii.,  §§  25  f.,  ib,,  i.  103  f., 
etc 

3  Dial,  128 ;  cf.  ApoL^  i.  63  ;  Dial,  60.      ^  Cf.  Apoc,,  iii.  14.      s  Dial.  61. 
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similar  context.  Justin  refers  to  it  again  in  the  next  chapter,  and 
the  peculiarity  of  his  terminology  in  all  these  passages,  so  markedly 
different  from,  and  indeed  opposed  to,  that  of  the  fourth  Gospel, 
will  naturally  strike  the  reader:  "But  this  offspring  (yevi^/ia) 
being  truly  brought  forth  by  the  Father  was  with  the  Father  before 
all  created  beings  {n-pb  Travrmv  twk  iroiTy/tAarwv),  and  the  Father 
communes  with  him,  as  the  Logos  declared  through  Solomon,  that 
this  same,  who  is  called  Wisdom  by  Solomon,  had  been  begotten 
of  God  before  all  created  beings  {irpi^  iravrmv  twv  Trotiy/AarcDv),  both 
Beginning  {o-px^)  and  Offspring  (y€ia^/xa),"  etc'  In  another 
place,  after  quoting  the  words,  "  No  man  knoweth  the  Father  but 
the  Son,  nor  the  Son  but  the  Father,  and  they  to  whom  the  Son 
will  reveal  him,"  Justin  continues  :  "Therefore  he  revealed  to  us 
all  that  we  have  by  his  grace  understood  out  of  the  Scriptures, 
recognising  him  to  be  indeed  the  first-begotten  (tt/jwt^-cwcos)  of 

God,  and  before  all  creatures  {vp6  vavnav  twv  KTuryAriav) 

and  calling  him  Son,  we  have  understood  that  he  proceeded  from 
the  Father  by  his  power  and  will  before  all  created  beings  {irp^ 
TOLVTiav  TTHrffiaTdiv),  for  in  one  form  or  another  he  is  spoken  of  in 
the  writings  of  the  prophets  as  Wisdom,"  etc.  f  and  again,  in  two 
other  places,  he  refers  to  the  same  fact.3 

On  further  examination,  we  find  on  every  side  still  stronger 
confirmation  of  the  conclusion  that  Justin  derived  his  Logos 
doctrine  from  the  Old  Testament  and  Philo,  together  with  early 
New  Testament  writings.  We  have  quoted  several  passages  in 
which  Justin  details  the  various  names  of  the  Logos,  and  we  may 
add  one  more.  Referring  to  Ps.  Ixxii.,  which  the  Jews  apply  to 
Solomon,  but  which  Justin  maintains  to  be  applicable  to  Christ, 
he  says :  "  For  Christ  is  King,  and  Priest,  and  God,  and  Lord, 
and  Angel,  and  Man,  and  Captain,  and  Stone,  and  a  Son  bom 
(irai8iov  y€vvb}fjL€vov\  etc.,  as  I  prove  by  all  of  the  Scriptures."* 
Now  these  representations,  which  are  constantly  repeated  through- 
out Justin's  writings,  are  quite  opposed  to  the  Spirit  of  the  fourth 
Gospel ;  but  are,  on  the  other  hand,  equally  common  in  the  works 
of  Philo,  and  many  of  them  also  to  be  found  in  the  Philonian 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews.  Taking  the  chief  amongst  them,  we 
may  briefly  illustrate  them.  The  Logos  as  King,  Justin  avowedly 
derives  from  Ps.  Ixxii.,  in  which  he  finds  that  reference  is  made  to 
the  "Everlasting  King,  that  is  to  say  Christ."^  We  find  this 
representation  of  the  Logos  throughout  the  writings  of  Philo.  In 
one  place  already  referred  to,^  but  which  we  shall  now  more  fully 
quote,  he  says  :  "  For  Crod  as  Shepherd  and  King  governs  accord- 
ing to  I^w  and  justice  like  a  flock  of  sheep,  the  earth,  and  water, 

*  Dial.  62.  '  //5.,  100.  3  Id.,  126, 129. 

4/^.,  34.  W/J.,34.  ^P.  45of. 
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and  air,  and  fire,  and  all  the  plants  and  living  things  that  are  in 
them,  whether  they  be  mortal  or  divine,  as  well  as  the  course  of 
heaven,  and  the  periods  of  sun  and  moon,  and  the  variations 
and  harmonious  revolutions  of  the  other  stars ;  having  appointed 
his  true  Word  (rhv  opdov  avrov  Aoyov)  his  first-begotten  Son 
(TrpiOToyovov  vlov)  to  have  the  care  of  this  sacred  flock  as  the 
Vicegerent  of  a  great  King  ";'  ^^^  ^  little  further  on  he  says  : 
"  Very  reasonably,  therefore,  he  will  assume  the  name  of  a  King, 
being  addressed  as  a  Shepherd."^  In  another  place  Philo  speaks 
of  the  "  Logos  of  the  Governor,  and  his  creative  and  kingly  power, 
for  of  these  is  the  heaven  and  the  whole  world. "3 

Then  if  we  take  the  second  epithet,  the  Logos  as  Priest  (Upevs), 
which  is  quite  foreign  to  the  fourth  Gospel,  we  find  it  repeated  by 
Justin,  as,  for  instance  :  "  Christ  the  eternal  Priest  "  (Upevs)  ;^  and  it 
is  not  only  a  favourite  representation  of  Philo,  but  is  almost  the 
leading  idea  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  in  connection  with  the 
episode  of  Melchisedec,  in  whom  also  both  Philos  and  Justin^ 
recognise  the  Logos.  In  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  vii.  3,  speaking 
of  Melchisedec :  "but  likened  to  the  Son  of  God,  abideth  a  Priest 
forever";  again  in  iv.  14:  "Seeing  then  that  we  have  a  great 
High  Priest  that  is  passed  through  the  heavens,  Jesus  the  Son  of 
God,"  etc. ;  ix.  11:  "  Christ  having  appeared  a  High  Priest  of  the 
good  things  to  come";  xii.  21  :  "Thou  art  a  Priest  for  ever." 
The  passages  are  far  too  numerous  to  quote.7  They  are 
equally  numerous  in  the  writings  of  Philo.  In  one  place  already 
quoted^  he  says :  "For  there  are,  as  it  seems,  two  temples  of  God, 
one  of  which  is  this  world,  in  which  the  High  Priest  is  the  Divine 
Word,  his  first-begotten  Son  "  (Avo  yo/o,  w?  lotic€u,  Up^  ^cov,  €v  pkv 
o8€  6  Koa-fjLoSi  iv  cj  Kol  dpxi€p€vsy  6  IT pbiToyovos  avTov  Oaos  A6yos).9 
Elsewhere,  speaking  of  the  period  for  the  return  of  fugitives,  the 
death  of  the  high  priest,  which  taken  literally  would  embarrass  him 
in  his  allegory,  Philo  says  :  "  For  we  maintain  the  High  Priest  not 
to  be  a  man,  but  the  divine  Word,  who  is  without  participation 
not  only  in  voluntary  but  also  in  involuntary  sins  ";"  and  he  goes 
on  to  speak  of  this  priest  as  "  the  most  sacred  Word  "  (o  UpiUn-aros 

*  £>e  AgriculL,  §  12,  Mang.,  i.  308. 

'  ^iK&Tun  Tolvw  6  fUv  ^aaCKkiai  ivo/ia  vToduaeraiy  iroifiriv  irpocayopevBcUy  k.t.\. 
§  14,  cf.  De  Profugis,  §  20,  Mang.,  i.  562  ;  Dc  Somniisy  ii.,  §  37,  Mang., 
i.  691. 

3  De  Profugisy  %  19,  Mang.,  i.  561  ;  cf.  flSf  Migrat  Abrakamiy  §  i,  Mang., 
i.  437.  -•  Dial  42. 

s  Legis  Alleg.y  §  26,  Mang.,  i.  104,  etc.  ^  Dial,  34,  83,  etc. 

7  Heb.  vii.  11,  15,  17,  21  f.,  26  f.  ;  viii.  i  f.  ;  ii.  6,  17  ;  v.  5,  6,  10. 

^  P.  450.  9  Philo,  De  Somniisy  i.,  §  37,  Mang.,  i.  653. 

'°  De  ProftigiSy  §  20,  Mang.,  i.  562.  Philo  continues:  that  this  priest,  the 
Logos,  must  be  pure,  "  God  indeed  being  his  Father,  who  is  also  the  Father  of 
all  things,  and  Wisdom  his  mother,  by  whom  the  universe  came  into  being." 
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Aoyo?).'  Indeed,  in  many  long  passages  he  descants  upon  the 
"  high  priest  Word  "  (o  apx^^pcvs  Aoyos).' 

Proceeding  to  the  next  representations  of  the  Logos  as  "  God 
and  Lord,"  we  meet  with  the  idea  everywhere.  In  Hebrews  i.  8  : 
"  But  regarding  the  Son  he  saith  :  Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for  ever 
and  ever  "  (wpos  Sc  t6v  vl6v  *0  Opovos  crov,  6  Gcos,  €ts  tov  aiiiva  rov 
aiwvosi),  etc. ;  and  again  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Philippians,  ii.  6 : 
"  Who  (Jesus  Christ),  being  in  the  form  of  God,  deemed  it  not 
grasping  to  be  equal  with  God  "  (os  ev  fiop<f3y  Oeov  virapxiov  ovx 
apTray fiov  riyrp-aro  to  elvai  ura  ^€<j>),  etc.3  Philo,  in  the  fragment 
preserved  by  Eusebius,  to  which  we  have  already  referred,^  calls 
the  Logos  the  "Second  God"  {Sivr^pos  ^€os).5  In  another 
passage  he  has  :  "  But  he  calls  the  most  ancient  God  his  present 
Logos,"  etc.  (icaXct  8k  ^cou  rov  irp&rfivTaTov  avrov  wvl  Koyov)  f 
and  a  little  further  on,  speaking  of  the  inability  of  men  to  look  on 
the  Father  himself:  "Thus  they  regard  the  image  of  God,  his 
Angel  Word,  as  himself"  (out(i>s  'cat  -n^v  tov  O^ov  o^kovo^  tov 
ayycXov  avTov  Aoyov,  <os  avTov  KaTavoov(riv)J  Elsewhere  dis- 
cussing the  possibility  of  God's  swearing  by  himself,  which  he 
applies  to  the  Logos,  he  says :  "  For  in  regard  to  us  imperfect 
beings  he  will  be  a  God,  but  in  regard  to  wise  and  perfect  beings 
the  first.  And  yet  Moses,  in  awe  of  the  superiority  of  the  unbe- 
gotten  (oy€WT/Tov)  God,  says  :  *  And  thou  shalt  swear  by  his  name,' 
not  by  himself ;  for  it  is  sufficient  for  the  creature  to  receive  assu- 
rance and  testimony  by  the  divine  Word."^ 

It  must  be  remarked,  however,  that  both  Justin  and  Philo  place 
the  Logos  in  a  position  more  clearly  secondary  to  God  the  Father 
than  the  prelude  to  the  fourth  Gospel  i.  i.  Both  Justin  and  Philo 
apply  the  term  Oios  to  the  Logos  without  the  article.  Justin  dis- 
tmctly  says  that  Christians  worship  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Son  of  the 
true  God,  holding  him  in  the  second  place  {Iv  Scvrc/o^  X'^P^ 
€xovT€s);9  and  this  secondary  position  is  systematically  defined 
through  Justin's  writings  in  a  very  decided  way,  as  it  is  in  the 
works  of  Philo  by  the  contrast  of  the  begotten  Logos  with  the 
unbegotten  God.  Justin  speaks  of  the  Word  as  "  the  first-bom  of 
the  unbegotten  God  "  (tt^mototoicos  T<f  ayevvrJTtfi  ^c*?)*'**  and  the  dis- 
tinctive appellation  of  the  "unbegotten  God"  applied  to  the 
Father  is  most  common  throughout  his  writings."     We  may,  in 

*  £>e  Pro/ugis,  §  21.  ^  £>e  Migrat.  Abrahcuni,  §  18,  Mang.,  i.  452. 
3  Cf.  verse  11.                        ^  P.  451. 

s  Fragm.t  i.,  Mang.,  ii.  625 ;  cf.  Leg,  AlUg,^  ii.,  §  21,  Mang.,  i.  83. 

*  Philo,  De  Somniis,  i.  39,  Mang. ,  i.  655. 

'  /5.,  i.,  §  41,  Mang.,i.  656.  ^  Leg.  Aiieg.^\\\.,%  73,  Mang.,  i.  128. 

9  Apol.y  i.  13,  cf.  60,  where  he  shows  that  Plato  gives  the  second  place  to 
the  Logos. 

*°  lb,,  i.  53.  "  lb,,  i.  49  ;  ib,,  ii.  6,  13 ;  £>ial,  126,  127. 
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continuation  of  this  remark,  point  out  another  phrase  of  Justin 
which  is  continually  repeated,  but  is  thoroughly  opposed  both  to 
the  spirit  and  to  the  terminology  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  and  which 
likewise  indicates  the  secondary  consideration  in  which  he  held 
the  Logos.  He  calls  the  Word  constantly  "  the  first-bom  of  all 
created  beings  "  (wparroroKos  twv  Travrmv  iroirffidnav,^  or  rpwroroKos 
wpo  Trdirnav  Tiav  KTifrixdrtDV,^  or  TrpioroTOKos  wcxnp  KTur€ios;),^  "  the 
first-bom  of  all  creation,"  echoing  the  expression  of  Col  i.  15 — 
(The  Son)  "  who  is  the  image  of  the  invisible  God,  the  first-bom 
of  all  creation"  (it^mototo/cos  wcxrrjs  KTMrccos).  This  is  a  totally 
different  view  from  that  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  which  in  so 
emphatic  a  manner  enunciates  the  doctrine :  "  In  the  beginning 
was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word  was 
God" — a  statement  which  Justin,  with  Philo,  only  makes  in  a  very 
modified  sense. 

To  return,  however,  the  next  representation  of  the  Logos  by 
Justin  is  as  "Angel."  This  perpetually  recurs  in  his  writings.*  In 
one  place,  to  which  we  have  already  referred,  he  says:  "The  Word  of 
God  is  his  Son,  as  we  have  already  stated,  and  he  is  also  called  Angel 
("AyycXos,  or  Messenger)  and  Apostle,  for  he  brings  the  message 
of  all  we  need  to  know,  and  is  sent  an  Apostle  to  declare  all  the 
message  contains."5  In  the  same  chapter  reference  is  again  made  to 
passages  quoted  for  the  sake  of  proving  "  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
Son  of  God  and  Apostle,  being  aforetime  the  Word,  and  having 
appeared  now  in  the  form  of  fire  and  now  in  the  likeness 
of  incorporeal  beings  "f  and  he  gives  many  illustrations .7 
The  passages  in  which  the  Logos  is  called  Angel  are  too 
numerous  to  be  more  fully  dealt  with  here.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  point  out  that  this  representation  of  the  Logos  as 
Angel  is  not  only  foreign  to,  but  opposed  to  the  spirit  of,  the 
fourth  Gospel,  although  it  is  thoroughly  in  harmony  with 
the  writings  of  Philo.  Before  illustrating  this  we  may  inci- 
dentally remark  that  the  ascription  to  the  Logos  of  the  name 
"Apostle "  which  occurs  in  the  two  passages  just  quoted  above, 
as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  writings  of  Justin,*  is  likewise 
opposed  to  the  fourth  Gospel,  although  it  is  found  in  earlier 
writings,  exhibiting  a  less  developed  form  of  the  Logos  doctrine ; 
for  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  iii.  i,  has  :  "  Consider  the  Apostle 
and  High  Priest  of  our  confession,  Jesus,"  etc.  (Karavorrjarar^  rhv 
diroaTokov  Kal  dp\up€a  rrjs  ofwkoytas  rjfuov  *l7;<rovv).  We  are, 
in  fact,  constantly  directed   by  the   remarks  of  Justin  to  other 

'  £>ia/.  62,  84,  100,  etc.      »  Id.,  61,  100,  125,  129,  etc.     3  Id.,  85,  138,  etc. 

*  Apol.,  i.  63 ;  Did,  34,  56,  57,  58,  59,  60,  61,  127  ;  cf.  ApoL,  i.  6. 

s  ApoL,  i.  63.  *  lb,,  i.  63. 

7  Cf.  DicU,  56-^,  127,  128.  ^  ApoL,  i.  12,  etc 
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sources  of  the  Logos  doctrine,  and  never  to  the  fourth  Gospel, 
with  which  his  tone  and  terminology  do  not  agree.  Everywhere 
in  the  writings  of  Philo  we  meet  with  the  Logos  as  Angel.  He 
speaks  "of  the  Angel  Word  of  God"  in  a  sentence  already 
quoted/  and  elsewhere  in  a  passage,  one  of  many  others,  upon 
which  the  lines  of  Justin  which  we  are  now  considering  (as  well 
as  several  similar  passages)*  are  in  all  probability  •  moulded. 
Philo  calls  upon  men  to  "strive  earnestly  to  be  fashioned 
according  to  God's  first-begotten  Word,  the  eldest  Angel,  who  is 
the  Archangel  bearing  many  names,  for  he  is  called  the  Begin- 
ning (a/>x^)>  ^^^  Name  of  God,  and  Logos,  and  the  Man 
according  to  his  image,  and  the  Seer  of  Israelis  Elsewhere,  in  a 
remarkable  passage,  he  says :  "  To  his  Archangel  and  eldest 
Word,  the  Father,  who  created  the  universe,  gave  the  supreme 
gift  that  having  stood  on  the  confine  he  may  separate  the 
creature  from  the  Creator.  The  same  is  an  intercessor  on  behalf 
of  the  ever-wasting  mortal  to  the  immortal ;  he  is  also  the 
ambassador  of  the  Ruler  to  his  subjects.  And  he  rejoices  in  the 
gift,  and  the  majesty  of  it  he  describes,  saying  :  *  And  I  stood  in 
the  midst  between  the  Lord  and  you '  (Numbers  xvi.  48)  ;  being 
neither  unbegotten  like  God,  nor  begotten  like  you,  but  between 
the  two  extremes,"  etc.*  We  have  been  tempted  to  give  more  of 
this  passage  than  is  necessary  for  our  immediate  purpose,  because 
it  affords  the  reader  another  glimpse  of  Philo's  doctrine  of  the 
Logos,  and  generally  illustrates  its  position  in  connection  with  the 
Christian  doctrine. 
The  last  of  Justin's  names  which  we  shall  here  notice  is  the 

'  Philo,  De  SomntiSf  i.,  §  41,  Mang.,  i.  656.     See  p.  456  f. 

'  For  instance,  in  the  quotations  at  p.  456  f.  from  Ih'a/.  61,  and  also  that 
from  Dia/.  62,  in  which  the  Logos  is  also  called  the  Beginning  (A/)X^)«  Both 
Philo  and  Justin,  no  doubt,  haid  in  mind  Prov.  viii.  22.  In  Dia/,  100,  for 
exsunple,  there  is  a  passage,  part  of  which  we  have  quoted,  which  reads  as 
follows :  **  For  in  one  form  or  another  he  is  spoken  of  in  the  writings  of  the 
proi^ets  as  Wisdom,  and  the  Day,  and  the  Eiast,  and  a  Sword,  and  a  Stone, 
ana  a  Rod,  and  Jacob,  and  Israel,"  etc  Now,  in  the  writings  of  Philo  these 
passages  in  the  Old  Testament  are  discussed  and  applied  to  the  Logos,  and 
to  one  in  particular  we  may  refer  as  an  illustration.  Philo  says  :  **  I  Imve  also 
heard  of  a  certain  associate  of  Moses  having  pronounced  the  following  saying : 
*  Behold  a  man  whose  name  is  the  East  (Zech.  vi.  12).  A  most  novel 
designation  if  you  consider  it  to  be  spoken  r^rding  one  composed  of  body 
and  soul ;  but  if  regarding  that  incorporeal  Being  who  does  not  differ  from  the 
divine  image,  you  wiU  agree  that  the  name  of  the  E^t  is  perfectly  appropriate 
to  him.  For  indeed  5ie  Father  of  the  Universe  caused  this  eldest  son 
{vpeff^&rarw  v\i^)  to  rise  (ai'^eiXc),  whom  elsewhere  he  names  his  first- 
bqgotten  (rpwrrfyoi'oi'),"  etc.  {De  Confus,  Ling,^  §  14).  Can  it  be  doubted 
that  Justin  follows  Philo  in  sudi  exegesis  ? 

3  De  Cmfus.  Ling,,  §  28  ;  Mang.,  i.  427  ;  cf.  De  Migrate  Abrahami,  §  31, 
Mang.,  i.  463. 

*  Quis  rerum  div,  Heres.,  §  42,  Mang.,  L  501  L 
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Logos  as  "  Man "  as  well  as  God.  In  another  place  Justin 
explains  that  he  is  sometimes  called  a  Man  and  human  being, 
because  he  appears  in  these  forms  as  the  Father  wills.'  But  here 
confining  ourselves  merely  to  the  concrete  idea,  we  find  a  striking 
representation  of  it  in  i  Tim.  ii.  5  :  "For  there  is  one  God  and 
one  mediator  between  God  and  man,  the  Man  Christ  Jesus " 
(cfs  yap  ^€0$,  €is  KOL  fjLea'Crrjs  O^ov  koi  dvOpmnav,  avdpayjro^  J^purr^ 

*lrj(rovs) ;  and  again  in  Rom.  v.  15  :  " by  the  grace  of  the  one 

man  Jesus  Christ "  (rov  Ivbs  dvOpiojrov  'Irja-ov  Xpurrov),  as  well  as 
elsewhere.^  We  have  already  seen  in  the  passage  quoted 
above  from  De  Con/us,  Ling,,  §  28,  that  Philo  mentions,  among 
the  many  names  of  the  Logos,  that  of  "  the  man  according  to  (God's) 
image  *'  (6  Kar'  €iK6va  dv6p<ajrosj^  or  "  the  typical  man ").  If 
we  pass  to  the  application  of  the  Logos  doctrine  to  Jesus,  we 
have  the  strongest  reason  for  inferring  Justin's  total  independence 
of  the  fourth  Gospel.  We  have  frequently  pointed  out  that  the  title 
of  Logos  is  given  to  Jesus  in  New  Testament  writings  earlier 
than  the  fourth  Gospel.  We  have  remarked  that,  although  the 
passages  are  innumerable  in  which  Justin  speaks  of  the 
Word  having  become  man  through  the  Virgin,  he  never 
makes  use  of  the  peculiar  expression  of  the  fourth  Gospel, 
"the  Word  became  flesh"  (6  Aoyos  a-dp^  rycvcro).  On  the 
few  occasions  on  which  he  speaks  of  the  Word  having 
been  made  flesh,  he  uses  the  tenn  fra.pKvtrovt\Qd%,^  In  one 
instance  he  has  o-apica  €X€tv,5  and,  speaking  of  the  Eucharist, 
Justin  once  explains  that  it  is  the  memory  of  Christ's  having 
made  himself  body,  a-tafmTOTroirja-acrOai.^  Justin's  most  common 
phrase,  however — and  he  repeats  it  in  numberless  instances — 
is  that  the  Logos  submitted  to  be  bom,  and  become  man 
{y€vvrff^rjvai  dvOpttnrov  yivofuvov  vw€fi€iv€v),  by  a  Virgin,  or  he  uses 
variously  the  expressions  :  dvOpwiros  ykyovt,  dvOponros  y€v6ii€vos, 
y€V€(r6aL  dvSpoyjrovJ  In  several  places  he  speaks  of  him  as  the 
first  production  or  offspring  {ykvvr^pja.)  of  God  before  all  created 

beings,  as,  for  instance  :  "  The  Logos who  is  the  first  offspring  of 

God  "  (o  €OTi  vpCrrov  ykvvt^pja.  rov  Stov)  -^  and  again,  "  and  that  this 
offspring  was  begotten  of  the  Father  absolutely  before  all  creatures 
the  Word  was  declaring "  (^ai  ort  y^yevvrja-dai  virh  rov  jrarpos 
Tm*To  rh  yevvrjfia  trpib  Trarrcuv  dir\<t)s  twv  KrurpArinv  o  \6yos  €SiyXov).9 

*  Dial,  128.    Seethe  quotation  p.  456  f.  «  Phil.,  ii.  8  ;  i  Cor.  xv.  47. 

3  Elsewhere  Philo  says  that  the  Word  was  the  archetypal  model  after  which 
man  and  the  human  mind  were  formed.  De  Exsecrai.,  §  8,  Mang.,  i.  436  ; 
De  Mundi  Opifido^  %  6,  Mang.,  i.  6. 

^  ApoL,  i.  ^  (twice) ;  Dial,  45,  100.  s  Dial,  48.  ^  lb,,  70. 

^  Apol,,  i.  5,  23,  63  ;  ApoL,  ii.  6,  13 ;    Dial,  34,  45,  48,  57,  63,  75,  84,  85, 


10^,  113,  125,  127,  etc. 
^  Apol,,  i.  21. 


9  Dial,  129,  cf.  62. 
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We  need  not  say  more  of  the  expressions :  "  first-bom " 
(tt/owtoto/cos),  "  first-begotten  "  (7r/wi*Tpyovos),  so  constantly  applied 
to  the  Logos  by  Justin,  in  agreement  with  Philo ;  nor  to  "  only 
begotten  "  (/lovoy ci^s),  directly  derived  from  Ps.  xxii.  20  (Ps.  xxi. 
20,  Sep^.), 

It  must  be  apparent  to  everyone  who  seriously  examines  the 
subject  that  Justin's  terminology  is  markedly  different  from,  and 
in  spirit  sometimes  opposed  to,  that  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  and  in 
fact  that  the  peculiarities  of  the  Gospel  are  not  found  in  Justin's 
writings  at  all.*  On  the  other  hand,  his  doctrine  of  the  Logos  is 
precisely  that  of  Philo,"  and  of  writings  long  antecedent  to  the 
fourth  Gospel ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  we  think,  that  it  was 
derived  from  them. 

We  may  now  proceed  to  consider  other  passages  adduced  by 
Tischendorf  to  support  his  assertion  that  Justin  made  use  of  the 
fourth  Gospel.  He  says :  "  There  are  not  lacking  some  passages 
of  the  Johannine  Gospel  to  which  passages  in  Justin  can  be 
traced.  In  the  Dialogue^  ch.  88,  he  writes  of  John  the  Baptist : 
*  The  people  believed  that  he  was  the  Christ,  but  he  cried  to  them : 
I  am  not  the  Christ,  but  the  voice  of  a  preacher.'  This  is  con- 
nected with  John  i.  20  and  23;  for  no  other  Evangelist  has 
reported  the  first  words  in  the  Baptist's  reply."3  Now,  the  passage 
in  Justin,  with  its  context,  reads  as  follows :  "  For  John  sat  by 
the  Jordan  (Ka^cfo/xevov  €7rt  tou  'lopSavov)  and  preached  the 
Baptism  of  repentance,  wearing  only  a  leathern  girdle  and 
raiment  of  camel's  hair,  and  eating  nothing  but  locust  and  wild 
honey;  men  supposed  (xnreXafiPavov)  him  to  be  the  Christ, 
wherefore  he  himself  cried  to  them  :  *'  I  am  not  the  Christ,  but 
the  voice  of  one  crying  :  For  he  shall  come  (rj^^i)  who  is  stronger 
than    I,   whose  shoes  I  am  not  meet  (iKavos)  to  bear.'"^     The 

'  A  passas^e  is  sometimes  quoted  in  which  Justin  reproaches  the  Jews  for 
spreading  injurious  and  unjust  reports  **  concerning  the  only  blameless  and 
nghteous  Light  sent  by  God  to  man"  (Dta/.  17),  and  this  is  claimed  as  an 
edio  of  the  Gospel ;  cf.  John  i.  9,  viii.  12,  xii.  46,  etc.  Now,  here  again  we 
have  in  Philo  the  elaborate  representation  of  the  Logos  as  the  sun  and  Light 
of  the  world  ;  as,  for  instance,  in  a  long  passage  in  the  treatise  £>e  Somniis,  i., 
§  13  f.,  Mang.,  i.  631  f.,  of  which  we  can  only  give  the  slightest  quotation. 
Philo  argues  that  Moses  only  speaks  of  the  sun  bv  symbols,  and  that  it  is  easy 
to  prove  this  ;  **  since  in  the  first  place  God  is  Light.  *  For  the  Lord  is  my 
Light  and  my  Saviour,*  it  is  said  in  hymns,  and  not  only  Light,  but  archetype 
of  every  other  light — nay,  rather  more  ancient  and  more  perfect  than  archetype, 
having  the  Logos  for  an  examplar.  For  indeed  the  examplar  was  his  most 
perfect  Logos,  Light,"  etc.  (De  Somnits^  i.,  §  13,  Mang.,  i.  632).  And  again: 
**  But  according  to  the  third  meaning  he  calls  the  divme  Word  the  sun,"  and 
proceeds  to  show  how  by  this  sun  all  wickedness  is  brought  to  light,  and  the 
sins  done  secretly  and  in  darkness  are  made  manifest  (be  Somniis,  i.,  §  15, 
Mang.,  i.  634  ;  cf.  id.,  §  19). 

*  If  the  Cohort,  ad  Gnecos  be  assigned  to  Justin,  it  directly  refers  to  Philo*s 
works,  c.  ix.  3  iVann  ivurcUn,  u.  s,  w.,  p.  '^3.  -♦  Dia/,  88. 
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only  ground  upon  which  this  passage  can  be  compared  with 
the  fourth  Gospel  is  the  reply  :  "  I  am  not  the  Christ "  (ovk  eifil  6 
Xpurros),  which  in  John  i.  20  reads :  Srt  tyto  oxk  elfu  6 
Xpurros;  and  it  is  perfectly  clear  that,  if  the  direct  negation 
occurred  in  any  other  Gospel,  the  difference  of  the  whole  passage 
in  the  Dialogue  would  prevent  even  an  apologist  from  advancing 
any  claim  to  its  dependence  on  that  (jospel.  In  order  to  appre- 
ciate the  nature  of  the  two  passages,  it  may  be  well  to  collect  the 
nearest  parallels  in  the  Gospels,  and  compare  them  with  Justin's 
narrative  : — 


Justin,  Dial.  88. 

Men  {ol  &v0pu}iroi)  supposed  him  to 
be  the  Christ ; 


wherefore  he  cried  to  them  :  I  am  not 
the  Christ  (oiJir  elfd  6  Xpiardi), 


but  the  voice  of  one  crying : 


John  i.  19-27. 

19.  And  this  is  the  testimony  of 
John,  when  the  Jews  sent  priests  and 
Levites  from  Jerusalem  to  ask  him  : 
Who  art  thou  ? 

24.  And  they  were  sent  by  the 
Pharisees. 

20.  And  he  confessed,  and  denied 
not :  and  confessed*  that :  I  am  not 
the  Christ  {6ri  iyCi>  o^k  elfsl  6  Xpitrrdi). 

21.  And  they  asked  again :  Who 
then  ?    Art  thou,  Elias  ?  etc 

22 Who  art  thou  ?  etc. 

23.  He  said  :  I  am  the  voice  of 
one  crying  in  the  desert :  Make  straight 
the  way  of  the  Lord,  as  said  the 
prophet  Isaiah. 

25 Why  baptisest  thou?  etc. 

26.  John  answered  them,  saying :  I 
baptise  with  water,  but  in  the  midst 
of  you  standeth  one  whom  ye  know 
not. 

27.  Who  Cometh  after  me  {6  6xUya 
fiov  ipx6fi€voi)y  who  is  become  before 
me  (d»  ifjLwpoadh  fiov  yeyoptw),^  the 
thong  of  whose  shoes  I  am  not  worthy 
(d^os)  to  unloose. 

The  introductory  description  of  John's  dress  and  habits  is  quite 
contrary  to  the  fourth  Gospel,  but  corresponds  to  some  extent  with 
Matt.  iii.  4.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  two  accounts  more  funda- 
mentally different,  and  the  discrepancy  becomes  more  apparent 
when  we  consider  the  scene  and  actors  in  the  episode.     In  Justin, 

»  Matt.  iii.  11  reads:  "but  he  that  cometh  after  me  is  stronger  than  I, 
whose  shoes  I  am  not  worthy  to  bear  "  [6  Si  dwUru  fiov  €px6/icvos  Urxvp&rcpds 
fiov  earlw,  off  oCk  elfd  UoFbt  rd  vwo^fiaTa  paa-rdurcu).  The  context  is  quite 
different.  Luke  iii.  16  more  closely  resembles  the  version  of  the  fourth 
Gospel  in  this  part  with  the  context  of  the  first  Synoptic. 

«  The  second  koX  d>fio\6yrfff€w  is  omitted  by  the  Cad.  Sin. 

3  The  Cod.  Sinaiticus,  as  well  as  most  other  important  MSS.,  omits  this 
phrase. 


For  he  shall  come  (fl^et)  who  is 
stronger  than  I  (6  Urxvp&repdt  ftov), 
whose  shoes  I  am  not  meet  {iKoybi)  to 
bear.' 
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it  is  evident  that  the  hearers  of  John  had  received  the  impression 
that  he  was  the  Christ,  and  the  Baptist,  becoming  aware  of  it, 
voluntarily  disabused  their  minds  of  this  idea.  In  the  fourth 
Gospel  the  words  of  John  are  extracted  from  him  ("  he  confessed 
and  denied  not ")  by  emissaries  sent  by  the  Pharisees  of  Jerusalem 
specially  to  question  him  on  the  subject.  The  account  of  Justin 
betrays  no  knowledge  of  any  such  interrogation.  The  utter  differ- 
ence is  brought  to  a  climax  by  the  concluding  statement  of  the 
fourth  Gospel : — 
Justin. 


For  John  sat  hy  the  Jordan  and 
preached  the  Baptism  of  repentance, 
wearing,  etc 


John  i.  28. 

These  things  were  done  in  Bethany 
beyond  the  nver  Jordan,  where  John 
was  baptising. 


In  fact,  the  scene  in  the  two  narratives  is  as  little  the  same  as  their 
details.  One  can  scarcely  avoid  the  conclusion,  in  reading  the 
fourth  Gospel,  that  it  quotes  some  other  account  and  does  not  pre- 
tend to  report  the  scene  direct  For  instance,  i.  15:  **  John  beareth 
witness  of  him,  and  cried,  saying,  *This  was  he  of  whom  I  said: 
He  that  cometh  after  me  is  become  before  me,  because  he  was 
before  me,'"  etc.  V.  19  :  "And  this  is  the  testimony  of  John, 
when  the  Jews  sent  priests  and  Levites  from  Jerusalem  to  ask  him^ 
Who  art  thou  ?  and  he  confessed  and  denied  not,  and  confessed 
that  I  am  not  the  Christ,"  etc.  Now,  as  usual,  the  Gospel  which 
Justin  uses  more  nearly  approximates  to  our  first  Synoptic  than 
the  other  Gospels,  although  it  differs  in  very  important  points 
from  that  also ;  still,  taken  in  connection  with  the  third  Synoptic 
and  Acts  xiii.  25,  this  indicates  the  great  probability  of  the  exist- 
ence of  other  writings  combining  the  particulars  as  they  occur  in 
Justin.  Luke  iii.  15  reads  :  "And  as  the  people  were  in  expecta- 
tion, and  all  mused  in  their  hearts  concerning  John  whether  he 
were  the  Christ,  16.  John  answered,  saying  to  them  all :  I  indeed 
baptise  you  with  water,  but  he  that  is  stronger  than  I  cometh,  the 
latchet  of  whose  shoes  I  am  not  worthy  to  unloose :  he  shall 
baptise  you  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and  with  fire,"  etc. 

Whilst  with  the  sole  exception  of  the  simple  statement  of 
the  Baptist  that  he  was  not  the  Christ,  which  in  all  the  accounts 
is  clearly  involved  in  the  rest  of  the  reply,  there  is  no  analogy 
between  the  parallel  in  the  fourth  Gospel  and  the  passage 
in  Justin,  many  important  circumstances  render  it  certain  that 
Justin  did  not  derive  his  narrative  from  that  source.  We  have 
already'  fully  discussed  the  peculiarities  of  Justin's  account  of  the 
Baptist,  and  in  the  context  to  the  very  passage  before  us  there  are 
details  quite  foreign  to  our  Gospels  which  show  that  Justin  made 
use  of  another  and  different  work.     When  Jesus  stepped  into  the 

«  P.  199  f. 

2H 
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water  to  be  baptised  a  fire  was  kindled  in  the  Jordan,  and  the 
voice  from  heaven  makes  use  of  words  not  found  in  our  Gospels ; 
but  both  the  incident  and  the  words  are  known  to  have  been  con- 
tained in  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews  and  other  works. 
Justin  likewise  states,  in  immediate  continuation  of  the  passage 
before  us,  that  Jesus  was  considered  the  son  of  Joseph  the 
carpenter,  and  himself  was  a  carpenter  and  accustomed  to  make 
ploughs  and  yokes.'  The  Evangelical  work  of  which  Justin  made 
use  was  obviously  different  from  our  Gospels,  therefore,  and  the 
evident  conclusion  to  which  any  impartial  mind  must  arrive 
is,  that  there  is  not  the  slightest  ground  for  affirming  that 
Justin  quoted  the  passage  before  us  from  the  fourth  Gospel,  from 
which  he  so  fundamentally  differs,  but  every  reason,  on  the  con- 
trary, to  believe  that  he  derived  it  from  a  Gospel  different  from 
ours. 

The  next  argument  advanced  by  Tischendorf  is,  that  on  two 
occasions  he  speaks  of  the  restoration  of  sight  to  persons  bom 
blind,*  the  only  instance  of  which  in  our  Gospels  is  that  recorded, 
John  ix.  I.  The  references  in  Justin  are  very  vague  and  general. 
In  the  first  place  he  is  speaking  of  the  analogies  in  the  life  of 
Jesus  with  events  believed  in  connection  with  mythological 
deities,  and  he  says  that  he  would  appear  to  relate  acts  very 
similar  to  those  attributed  to  ^sculapius  when  he  says  that  Jesus 
"healed  the  lame  and  paralytic,  and  the  maimed  from  birth 
(€*c  y€vcnjs  Trovrjpovs),  and  raised  the  dead. "3  In  the  Dialogue, 
again  referring  to  -^sculapius,  he  says  that  Christ  "healed 
those  who  were  from  birth  and  according  to  the  flesh  blind  {rovs 
Ik  ycver^s  'cat  Kara  t^v  (rdpKa  tr-qpovs),  and  deaf,  and  lame."*  In 
the  fourth  Gospel  the  bom-blind  is  described  as  (ix.  i)  avOpwros 
Tv<f>Xhs  €K  y€V€T^s.  There  is  a  variation,  it  will  be  observed,  in  the 
term  employed  by  Justin,  and  that  such  a  remark  should  be 
seized  upon  as  an  argument  for  the  use  of  the  fourth  Gospel 
serves  to  show  the  po>«rty  of  the  evidence  for  the  existence  of 
that  work.  Without  seeking  any  further,  we  might  at  once  reply 
that  such  general  references  as  those  of  Justin  might  well  be  referred 
to  the  common  tradition  of  the  Church,  which  certainly  ascribed 
all  kinds  of  marvellous  cures  and  miracles  to  Jesus.  It  is,  more- 
over, unreasonable  to  suppose  that  the  only  Gospel  in  which  the 
cure  of  one  bom  blind  was  narrated  was  that  which  is  the  fourth 
in  our  Canon.  Such  a  miracle  may  have  formed  part  of  a  dozen 
similar  collections  extant  at  the  time  of  Justin,  and  in  no  case 
could  such  an  allusion  be  recognised  as  evidence  of  the  use  of  the 

'  I>ial.  88. 

'  Apo/,t  i.  22  ;  Dial.  69.     On  the  second  occasion  Justin  seems  to  apply  the 
"  from  their  birth  **  not  only  to  the  blind,  but  to  the  Uune  and  deaf. 
3  Apo/.,  i.  22.  ♦  £>ia/.  69. 
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fourth  GospeL  But  in  the  Dialogue^  along  with  this  remark, 
Justin  couples  the  statement,  that  although  the  people  saw  such 
cures  "  they  asserted  them  to  be  magical  illusion ;  for  they 
also  ventured  to  call  him  a  magician  and  deceiver  of  the  people."' 
This  is  not  found  in  our  Gospels,  but  traces  of  the  same  tradition 
are  met  with  elsewhere,  as  we  have  already  mentioned  ;'  and  it  is 
probable  that  Justin  either  found  all  these  particulars  in  the 
Gospel  of  which  he  made  use,  or  that  he  refers  to  traditions  familiar 
to  the  early  Christians. 

Tischendorf  s  next  point  is  that  Justin  quotes  the  words  of 
Zechariah  xii.  10,  with  the  same  variation  from  the  text  of  the 
Septuagint  as  John  xix.  37 — "  They  shall  look  on  him  whom  they 
pierced"  (o^ovrat  cts  oi'  €^€*c€iTTyo-av3  instead  of  cTrt^Ai^orrat 
rpbs  /i^,  av^  5v  #caTa)/»x^<nivTo),  arising  out  of  an  emendlation 
of  the  translation  of  the  Hebrew  original.  Tischendorf  says  : 
"  Nothing  can  be  more  opposed  to  probability  than  the  suppo- 
sition that  John  and  Justin  have  here,  independently  of  each  other, 
followed  a  translation  of  the  Hebrew  text  which  elsewhere  has 
remained  unknown  to  us."-*  The  fact  is,  however,  that  the  trans- 
lation which  has  been  followed  is  not  elsewhere  unknown.  We 
meet  with  the  same  variation,  much  earlier,  in  the  only  book  of 
the  New  Testament  which  Justin  mentions,  and  with  which, 
therefore,  he  was  beyond  any  doubt  well  acquainted — Rev.  i.  7  : 
"Behold  he  cometh  with  clouds,  and  every  eye  shall  see  him 
(o^erac  avrov),  and  they  which  pierced  (cfc/ccKn/o-av)  him,  and 
all  the  tribes  of  the  earth  shall  bewail  him.  Yea,  Amen."  This 
is  a  direct  reference  to  the  passage  in  Zech.  xii.  10.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  quotation  in  the  Gospel,  "  They  shall  look 
upon  him  whom  they  pierced,"  is  made  solely  in  reference  to  the 
thrust  of  the  lance  in  the  side  of  Jesus,  while  that  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse is  a  connection  of  the  prophecy  with  the  second  coming  of 
Christ,  which,  except  in  a  spiritual  sense,  is  opposed  to  the 
fourth  Gospel.  Justin  upon  each  occasion  quotes  the  whole 
passage  also  in  reference  to  the  second  coming  of  Christ  as  the 
Apocalypse  does,  and  this  alone  settles  the  point  so  far  as  these  two 
sources  are  concerned.  If  Justin  derived  his  variation  from  either 
of  the  canonical  works,  therefore,  we  should  be  bound  to  conclude 
that  it  must  have  been  from  the  Apocalypse.     The  correction  of 

* ^fumaUuf  luiyiKifv  yiweffBcu  iXeyw*     KcU  ydp  fidyov  cZi'cu  <UfTbp  MXfitap 

"Kiyeuf  Kal  XcMwXdpow.     Dial.  69. 

»  P.  204  f. 

3  Justin  has,  ApoL^  i.  52,  6\//oprai  els  tp  *^K€PT7i<raF.  Dial.  14,  koX  6\f/erai  6 
\aM  vfA&p  KoX  ywtapici  elt  iv  i^fKewrriaap,  and,  Z}ia/.  32,  speaking  of  the  two 
comings  of  Christ ;  the  first,  in  which  he  was  pierced  (^|eirem>^),  "and  the 
second  in  which  ye  shall  know  whom  ye  have  pierced";   Scvripaw  dk  ore 

*  Wann  wurden,  u.  s,  zv. ,  p.  34. 
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the  Septuagint  version,  which  has  thus  been  traced  back  as  far  as 
A.D.  68,  when  the  Apocalypse  was  composed,  was  noticed  by 
Jerome  in  his  Commentary  on  the  text ;'  and  Aquila,  a  con- 
temporary of  Irenaeus,  and  later  Symmachus  and  Theodotion,  as 
well  as  others,  similarly  adopted  k^€KkvT7j(rav.  Ten  important 
MSS.,  of  the  Septuagint,  at  least,  have  the  reading  of  Justin  and 
of  the  Apocalypse,  and  these  MSS.  likewise  frequently  agree  with 
the  other  peculiarities  of  Justin's  text.  In  all  probability,  as 
Credner,  who  long  ago  pointed  out  all  these  circumstances,  con- 
jectured, an  emendation  of  the  rendering  of  the  LXX.  had  early 
been  made,  partly  in  Christian  interest  and  partly  for  the  critiad 
improvement  of  the  text,*  and  this  amended  version  was  used  by 
Justin  and  earlier  Christian  writers.  Ewald^  and  some  others  sug- 
gest that  probably  €KK€vr€iv  originally  stood  in  the  Septuagint 
text.  Every  consideration  is  opposed  to  the  dependence  of  Justin 
upon  the  fourth  Gospel  for  the  variation. 

The  next  and  last  point  advanced  by  Tischendorf  is  a  passage 
in  ApoLy  i.  6i,  which  is  compared  with  John  iii.  3-5,  and  in  order 
to  show  the  exact  character  of  the  two  passages  we  shall  place 
them  in  parallel  columns  : — 

Justin,  Apol.,  i.  61. 
For  the  Christ  also  said  : 

Unless  ye  be  bom  again  {dvaytvvq- 
Brrre)  ye  shall  not  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  heaven. 

Now  that  it  is  impossible  for  those 
who  have  once  been  born  to  go  {cfi^rjvai) 
into  the  matrices  of  the  parents^  (c/j  rdj 
fiTfrpas  T<ap  TCKowrwv)  is  evident  to  all. 


KoU  yiip  6  XpKTTbi  elwep-  *Av  fiij 


him  : 


John  hi.  3-5. 

Jesus  answered  and    said  unto 

Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee  : 

Except  a  man  be   bom  fix>m  above 

{y€wv7i$^  (LpiaBev)  he  cannot   see  the 

kingdom  of  God. 

4.  Nicodemus  saith  unto  him :  How 
can  a  man  be  bom  when  he  is  old  ? 
Can  he  enter  {eUrcXdciv)  a  second  time 
into  his  mothers  womb  (ej;  rrjiv  KOiKlaw 
Trjs  firfTpbs  avrw)  and  be  bom  ? 

5.  Jesus  answered :  Verily,  verily, 
I  say  unto  thee :  Except  a  man  be 
born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he 
cannot  enter  into^  the  kingdom  of 
God.6 

3.  *Air€Kpl$ri  ^Irfffovs  K€U  elwew  a&rf' 
*Afirjv    dfirjp    \€y<a    <rot,    eAr    fii/j    tis 


'  "  Quodibi  (i  Regg.  ii.  18)  errore  interpretatumis  accidity  eliani  hie  Jdctuni 
deprekendimus.  Si  enim  Ugatur  Dacaru,  i^cK^mjffop,  i.e.^  compunxerunt  sive 
confixerunt  accipitur :  sin  aulem  contrario  orditu^  Uteris  commulatis  Racadu, 
t^PXV'^'^O)  i'^-t  saUaverunt  intelligitur  et  ob  similitudinem  liUrarum  error 
est  natus" 

'  Credner,  Beitrdge,  ii.,  p.  293  f.  Cf.  Sanday,  Gospels  in  Sec,  Cent,^ 
p.  281. 

3  Comm,  in  Apocjoh,,  1829,  p.  93,  anm.  i  ;  cf.  Die/ok.  Sckriftm^  1862, 
p.  112,  anm.  i  ;  LUcke,  Offenb,  Joh.y  ii.,  p.  446  f. 

♦  TeKoCo-a,  a  mother,  instead  of  ft^p. 

5  The  Cod,  SinaUicus  reads  :  "he  cannot  see,'* 

*  The  Cod,  Sinaiticus  has  been  altered  here  to  :  "  of  heaven." 
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Justin,  Apol.,  i.  61. 

di^ayeppTjBrjTe,  od  /irj  eUreXBrfre  tit  rfjp 
poffiXelop  Tioif    oi>p<i»(aif.    "Ori   bk   nal 

dSvparop  els  rdf  p.'frrpas  tQp  reKovaC^ 
rods  dra^  ycpyuffUwovs  ifipijvaif  ifxwepdp 

XOfflP  iffTi. 


John  hi.  3-5. 

y€PV7f0ii   dpuSep,  o(/  ivparai  ISeip  ttjp 
/ScurtXcioy  tw  SeoO. 

4.  A€7et  irpds  ckirrbp  b  NiK6drffior 
n  wj  Svparai  ApSpufros  yepprfdrjpoi  y4(Hap 
&p\  firj  Svparai  e/j  rfjp  KoiXtop  t% 
firfrpbt  avrou  devrepop  tUrtXBclp  Kal 
ycppffO^pat ; 

5.  'AweKplBri  'Ii^ov ?•  ^Afi-^p  ifirjp  Xcyu 
aoif  iiiP  fii^  Tis  yeppTfO"  i^  0daro;  Kal 
vpevfiaroiy  cv  Svparcu  elaeXBeip  eh* 
TTJP  ^aaiXelop  rev  0€ov»' 

This  is  the  most  important  passage  by  which  apologists  endea- 
vour to  establish  the  use  of  the  fourth  Gospel  by  Justin,  and  it  is 
that  upon  which  the  whole  claim  may  be  said  to  rest.  We. shall 
be  able  to  appreciate  the  nature  of  the  case  by  the  weakness 
of  its  strongest  evidence.  The  first  point  which  must  have 
struck  any  attentive  reader  is  the  singular  difference  of  the 
language  of  Justin,  and  the  absence  of  the  characteristic  pecu- 
liarities of  the  Johannine  Gospel.  The  double  "verily,  verily," 
which  occurs  twice  even  in  these  three  verses,  and  constantly 
throughout  the  Gospel,^  is  absent  in  Justin  ;  and  apart  from  the 
total  difference  of  the  form  in  which  the  whole  passage  is  given 
(the  episode  of  Nicodemus  being  entirely  ignored),  and  omitting 
minor  diflferences,  the  following  linguistic  variations  occur  : 

Justin  has : 


dp  firj  dpayepP7i6iiT€      instead  of 

ov  fiij  €lff€\0riT€  e/j  ,, 

ftoffiXela  TUP  ovpapup  „ 

dSvpaTOP  „ 

Tdjuvrpat^  „ 

TUP  TtKOVaWP  ,, 

ifi^poi  „ 
rouj  dwa^  yeppcjfUpovs        ,, 


idp  fJLii  rtf  yeppridy  dpiaOcp 
ou  SvpaToi  IS€7p* 
^offiXela  Tw  $€w 
fiTJ  dvpaTcu 
rijp  KOiXlop 

TTJt  fJLtfTpdS  oOtW 

elacXOeiP 

dpBpiifTos  yeppifiBrfpai  yipiop  d/p. 


It  is  almost  impossible  to  imagine  a  more  complete  differ- 
ence, both  in  form  and  language,  and  it  seems  to  us  that  there 
does  not  exist  a  single  linguistic  trace  by  which  the  passage 
in  Justin  can  be  connected  with  the  fourth  Gospel.  The  fact  that 
Justin  knows  nothing  of  the  expression  y€vvrf6^  avtaOtv  ("  bom  from 
above"),  upon  which  the  whole  statement  in  the  fourth  Gospel 

'  The  Cm/.  Sinaituus  reads  lUtip  for  clfftkOtip  elt  here* 

'  The  Cad.  Sin.  has  tQp  odpawup,  bat  Tod  $€oO  is  substituted  by  a  later  hand. 
The  former  reading  is  only  supported  by  a  very  few  obscure  and  unimportant 
codices.  The  Codices  Alex,  (a)  and  Vatic,  (b),  as  well  as  all  the  most  ancient 
MSS.,  read  roO  deod. 

3  Cf.  i.  51 ;  iii.  II ;  V.  19,  24,  25 ;  vi.  26,  32,  47,  53 ;  viii.  34,  51,  5^  ;  x. 
I,  7  ;  xu.  24  ;  xiii.  16,  20,  21,  38;  xiv.  12 ;  xvi.  20,  23 ;  xxi.  18,  etc. 

♦  It  is  very  forced  to  jump  to  the  end  of  the  fifth  verse  to  get  eUreketip  els,  and 
even  in  that  case  the  Cifd,  SinmOois  reads  again,  precisely  as  in  the  third,  litip. 
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turns,  but  uses  a  totally  different  word,  avay€vvrf$rJT€  (bom  again), 
is  of  great  significance.  Tischendorf  wishes  to  translate  dv<a$€v 
"anew"  (or  again),  as  the  version  of  Luther  and  the  autho- 
rised English  translation  read,  and  thus  render  the  avaycv- 
vqOrjvai  of  Justin  a  fair  equivalent  for  it ;  but  even  this  would 
not  alter  the  fact  that  so  little  does  Justin  quote  the  fourth  Gospel 
that  he  has  not  even  the  test  word  of  the  passage.  The  word 
dviodev,  however,  certainly  cannot  here  be  taken  to  signify  any- 
thing but  "  from  above  "' — from  God,  from  heaven — ^and  this  is 
not  only  its  natural  meaning,  but  the  term  is  several  times  used  in 
other  parts  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  always  with  this  same  sense,' 
and  there  is  nothing  which  warrants  a  different  interpretation 
here.  On  the  contrary,  the  same  signification  is  manifestly  indi- 
cated by  the  context,  and  forms  the  point  of  the  whole  lesson. 

"  Except  a  man  be  bom  of  water  and  of  Spirit^  he  cannot  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God.  6.  That  which  hath  been  bom  of  the 
flesh  is  flesh,  and  that  which  hath  been  bom  of  the  Spirit  is  Spirit. 
7.  Marvel  not  that  I  said  unto  thee:  ye  must  be  bom  from 
above"  (^'^€vvr\0^va.i  avinBiv),  The  explanation  of  avw^cv  is 
given  in  verse  6.  The  birth  "  of  the  Spirit  "  is  the  birth  "  from 
above,"  which  is  essential  to  entrance  into  the  kingdom  of  God.^ 

The  sense  of  the  passage  in  Justin  is  different  and  much  more 
simple.  He  is  speaking  of  regeneration  through  baptism,  and  the 
manner  in  which  converts  are  consecrated  to  God  when  they  are 
made  new  (fcat»/o?roir/^ci^€s)  through  Christ.  After  they  are  taught 
to  fast  and  pray  for  the  remission  of  their  sins,  he  says:  "They  are 
then  taken  by  us  where  there  is  water,  that  they  may  be  re- 
generated (*  bom  again,'  d.va.'^tvv^vro.C)^  by  the  same  manner  of 
regeneration  (*  being  bom  again,'  dvaycvi^trcws)  by  which  we  also 
were  regenerated  (*bom  again,'  avay€vvi^07jn€v).  For  in  the  name 
of  the  Father  of  the  Universe  the  Lord  God,  and  of  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  they  then  make  the  washing 
with  the  water.  For  the  Christ  also  said,  *  Unless  ye  be  bom  again 
{dvay€vvT]07Jr€)y  ye  shall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.' 


A  Fresh  Revision  of  the  New  Test. ^^  iSyi,  p.  142;'  iJlcke/ Comment.  £v, 
foh.t  i.,  p.  516  f.  ;  Meyer,  £v.  foh,^  1869,  p.  154  f.  ;  Reuss,  Hist.  Thiol. 
Chrit.y  ii.,  p.  521  f.,  523,  n.  2  ;  Scholten,  Die  iUt.  Zeugnisse^  p.  36  ;  Het  Ev. 
n.foh.y  1865,  pp.  21,  105,  237,  272,  387  ;  Spilth,  ProUstanten  Bibel,  1874, 
p.  276  f.  ;  Stemler,  Het  Ev.  v.foh.,  1868,  pp.  250,  338,  344,  400 ;  Suicer, 
Thesaurus  s.  v.  avaBcv  ;  de  Wette,  Ev.  u.  Br.  foh.,  1 863,  pp.  61  ;  Words- 
worth, Gh.  Test.,  The  Four  Gospels,  p.  280;  Zeller,  Theol.  fahrb.,  1855, 
p.  140.     Cf.  Bretschneider,  Probetbilia,  p.  193. 

»  Cf.  i.  31 ;  xix.  II,  23.  3  Cf.  Ezekiel  xxxvi.  25-27. 

^  Cf.  Lightfoot,  Hora  Hebr.  et  Talm. ;  Works,  xii.,  p.  256. 
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Now  that  it  is  impossible  for  those  who  have  once  been  bom  to 
go  into  the  matrices  of  the  parents  is  evident  to  all."  And  then 
he  quotes  Isaiah  i.  16-20,  "  Wash  you,  make  you  clean,"  etc., 
and  proceeds :  "  And  regarding  this  (Baptism)  we  have  been 
taught  this  reason.  Since  at  our  first  birth  we  were  bom  without 
our  knowledge,  and  perforce,  etc.,  and  brought  up  in  evil  habits 
and  wicked  ways,  therefore  in  order  that  we  should  not  continue 
children  of  necessity  and  ignorance,  but  become  children  of 
election  and  knowledge,  and  obtain  in  the  water  remission  of  sins 
which  we  had  previously  committed,  the  name  of  the  Father  of 
the  Universe  and  Lord  God  is  pronounced  over  him  who  desires 
to  be  bom  again  (dvay€vvT]drjvai\  and  has  repented  of  his 
sins,"  etc'  It  is  clear  that^  whereas  Justin  sp^s  simply  of 
regeneration  by  baptism,  the  fourth  Gospel  indicates  a  later 
development  of  the  doctrine  by  spiritualising  the  idea,  and 
requiring  not  only  regeneration  through  the  water  ("  Except  a  man 
be  born  of  water "),  but  that  a  man  should  be  bom  from  above 
("and  of  the  Spirit"),  not  merely  amycio^^vai,  but  avtaOtv 
y€vvq$rjvaL,  The  word  used  by  Justin  is  that  which  was 
commonly  employed  in  the  Church  for  regeneration,  and  other 
instances  of  it  occur  in  the  New  Testament' 

The  idea  of  regeneration,  or  being  born  again,  as  essential  to 
conversion,  was  quite  familiar  to  the  Jews  themselves,  and  Light- 
foot  gives  instances  of  this  from  Talmudic  writings :  "  If  any  one 
become  a  proselyte  he  is  like  a  child  *  new  bom.'  The  Gentile 
that  is  made  a  proselyte  and  the  servant  that  is  made  free  he  is 
like  a  child  new  bom."3  This  is,  of  course,  based  upon  the 
belief  in  special  privileges  granted  to  the  Jews,  and  the  Gentile 
convert  admitted  to  a  share  in  the  benefits  of  the  Messiah  became 
a  Jew  by  spiritual  new  birth.  Justin,  in  giving  the  words  of  Jesus, 
clearly  professed  to  make  an  exact  quotation* :  "  For  Christ  also 
said :  Unless  ye  be  bom  again,"  etc.  It  must  be  remembered, 
however,  that  Justin  is  addressing  the  Roman  emperors,  who 
would  not  understand  the  expression  that  it  was  necessary  to  be 
"bom  again"  in  order  to  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  He 
therefore  explains  that  he  does  not  mean  a  physical  new  birth  by 
men  already  bom;  and  this  explanation  may  be  regarded  as 
natural,  under  the  circumstances,  and  independent  of  any  written 
source.  In  any  case,  the  striking  difference  of  his  language 
from  that  of  the  fourth  Gospel  at  least  forbids  the  inference 
that  it  must  necessarily  have  been  derived  from  that  Gospel. 
To  argue  otherwise  would  be  to  assume  that  sayings  of 
Jesus  which  are  maintained  to  be  historical  were  not  recorded  in 

'  A^/.,  I  61.  »  Cf.  I  Peter  i.  3,  28, 

3  Lightibot,  IVorks,  xii.,  p.  255  f.  *  Bretschneider,  Probabilia,  p.  193. 
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more  than  four  Gospels,  and  indeed  in  this  instance  were  limited 
to  one.  This  is  not  only  in  itself  inadmissible,  but  historically 
untrue,'  and  a  moment  of  consideration  must  convince  every 
impartial  mind  that  it  cannot  legitimately  be  asserted  that  an 
express  quotation  of  a  supposed  historical  saying  must  have  been 
taken  from  a  parallel  in  one  of  our  Gospels,  from  which  it  differs 
so  materially  in  language  and  circumstance,  simply  because  that 
Gospel  happens  to  be  the  only  one  now  surviving  which  contains 
particulars  somewhat  similar.  The  express  quotation  funda- 
mentally differs  from  the  fourth  Gospel,  and  the  natural  explanation 
of  Justin  which  follows  is  not  a  quotation  at  all,  and  likewise 
fundamentally  differs  from  the  Johannine  parallel.  Justin  not 
only  ignores  the  peculiar  episode  in  the  fourth  Gospel  in  which 
the  passage  occurs,  but  neither  here  nor  anywhere  throughout  his 
writings  makes  any  mention  of  Nicodemus.  The  accident  of 
survival  is  almost  the  only  justification  of  the  affirmation  that  the 
fourth  Gospel  is  the  source  of  Justin's  quotation.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  have  many  strong  indications  of  another  source.  In 
our  first  Synoptic  (xviii.  3)  we  find  traces  of  another  version  of 
the  saying  of  Jesus,  much  more  nearly  corresponding  with  the 
quotation  of  Justin  :  "And  he  said,  verily  I  say  unto  you  :  Except 
ye  be  turned  and  become  as  the  little  children  ye  shall  not  enter 
mto  the  kingdom  of  heaven.""  The  last  phrase  of  this  saying 
is  literally  the  same  as  the  quotation  of  Justin,  and  gives  his 
expression,  "  kingdom  of  heaven,"  so  characteristic  of  his  Gospel, 
and  so  foreign  to  the  Johannine.  We  meet  with  a  similar  quota- 
tion in  connection  with  baptism,  still  more  closely  agreeing  with 
Justin,  in  the  Clementine  Homilies^  xi.  26  :  "  Verily  I  say  unto 
you  :  Except  ye  be  bom  again  (di'ay€vv»;6^>/'^€)  by  living  water  in 
the  name  of  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit,  ye  shall  not  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  "3  Here,  again,  we  have  both  the 
Q.vfk'yfvvrfirjfTi  and  the  /Saa-tkeia  tvjv  ovpavtov^  as  well  as  the 
reference  only  to  water  in  the  baptism,  and  this  is  strong  confirma- 
tion of  the  existence  of  a  version  of  the  passage,  different  from 
the  Johannine,  from  which  Justin  ^quotes.  As  both  the  author  oC 
the  Clementines  and  Justin  probably  made  use  of  the  Gospel 
according  to  the  Hebrews,  some  most  competent  critics  have,  with 
reason,  adopted  the  conclusion  that  the  passage  we  are  discussing 

"  Cf.  Lukei.  I. 

'  KoX  ctirePf  *AfxiiP  \iyu  i/iuff  ih.w  firi  <rTpa<pfJTe  kcU  y4prf(r0€  d>s  tA  Toudta,  06  firj 
€lff^\$7fT€  clt  T^v  fiofftXcUtw  Tw  oipofCow,     Matt  xviii.  3. 

3  Hom.y  xi.  26;  cf.  Recogn.i  vi.  9:  ^^  Amen  dico  vobis^  nisi  guts  denuo 
renatus  fuerit  ex  aqua,  mm  ihtroibtt  in  regna  calorum,^''  Cf.  Clem,  Horn, 
Epitome^  §  18.  In  this  much  later  compilation  the  passage^  altered  and 
manipulated,  is  of  no  interest.  Uhlhom,  Vie  Homilien  u.  Recogn,^  1854,  p. 
43  f.;  Schliemann,  Die  CUmentinen^  1844,  p.  334  f. 
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was  probably  derived  from  that  Gospel ;  at  any  rate,  it  cannot  be 
maintained  as  a  quotation  from  our  fourth  Gospel,  and  it  is,  there- 
fore, of  no  value  as  evidence  even  for  its  existence.  Were  it 
successfully  traced  to  that  work,  however,  the  passage  would  throw 
no  light  on  the  authorship  and  character  of  the  fourth  Gospel. 

If  we  turn  for  a  moment  from  this  last  of  the  points  of  evidence 
adduced  by  Tischendorf  for  the  use  of  the  fourth  Gospel  by 
Justin,  to  consider  how  far  the  circumstances  of  the  history  of 
Jesus  narrated  by  Justin  bear  upon  this  quotation,  we  have  a 
striking  confirmation  of  the  results  we  have  otherwise  attained. 
Not  only  is  there  a  total  absence  from  his  writings  of  the  peculiar 
terminology  and  characteristic  expressions  of  the  fourth  Gospel, 
but  there  is  no  allusion  made  to  any  of  the  occurrences 
exclusively  narrated  by  that  Gospel,  although  many  of  these,  and 
many  parts  of  the  Johannine  discourses  of  Jesus,  would  have  been 
peculiarly  suitable  for  his  purpose.  We  have  already  pointed  out 
the  remarkable  absence  of  any  use  of  the  expressions  by  which 
the  Logos  doctrine  is  stated  in  the  prologue.  We  may  now 
add  that  Justin  makes  no  reference  to  any  of  the  special 
miracles  of  the  fourth  Gospel.  He  is  apparently  quite  ignorant 
even  of  the  raising  of  Lazarus.  On  the  other  hand,  he  gives  repre- 
sentations of  the  birth,  life,  and  death  of  Jesus,  which  are  ignored 
by  the  Johannine  Gospel,  and  are  opposed  to  its  whole  con- 
ception of  Jesus  as  the  Ix)gos ;  and  when  he  refers  to  circum- 
stances which  are  also  narrated  in  that  Gospel,  his  account  is 
different  from  that  which  it  gives.  Justin  perpetually  speaks  of 
the  birth  of  Jesus  by  the  Virgin  of  the  race  of  David  and  the 
Patriarchs  :  his  Logos  thus  becomes  man'  (not  ^^ flesh  " — av^pawros, 
not  o-a/5^) ;  he  is  bom  in  a  cave  in  Bethlehem  ;*  he  grows  in 
stature  and  intellect  by  the  use  of  Ordinary  means  like  other  men ; 
he  is  accounted  the  son  of  Joseph  the  carpenter  and  Mary  :  he 
himself  works  as  a  carpenter,  and  makes  ploughs  and  yokes.3 
When  Jesus  is  baptised  by  John,  a  fire  is  kindled  in  Jordan  \  and 
Justin  evidently  knows  nothing  of  John's  express  declaration  in 
the  fourth  Gospel,  that  Jesus  is  the  Messiah,  the  Son  of  God.* 
Justin  refers  to  the  change  of  name  of  Simon  in  connection  with 
his  recognition  of  the  Master  as  "  Christ  the  Son  of  God,"5  which 
is  narrated  quite  differently  in  the  fourth  Gospel  (i.  40-42), 
where  such  a  declaration  is  put  into  the  mouth  of  Nathaniel 
(i.  49),  which  Justin  ignores.  Justin  does  not  mention  Nicodemus 
either  in  connection  with  the  statement  regarding  the  necessity  of 
being  "  born  from  above,"  or  with  the  entombment  (xix.  39).  He 
has  the  prayer  and  agony  in  the  garden^^  which  the  fourth  Gospel 

«  Dial.  100,  etc.  =*  lb.,  78.  3  /^.,  88. 

^  lb.,  88.  s  ib.^  100.  6  jb^^  99^  103. 
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excludes,  as  well  as  the  cries  on  the  cross  which  that  Gospel  does  not 
contain.  Then,  according  to  Justin,  the  last  supper  takes  place 
on  the  14th  Nisan,'  whilst  the  fourth  Gospel,  ignoring  the  Pass- 
over and  last  supper,  represents  the  last  meal  as  eaten  on  the  13th 
Nisan  (John  xiii.  i  f.,  cf.  xviii.  28).  He  likewise  contradicts  the 
fourth  Gospel  in  limiting  the  work  of  Jesus  to  one  year.  In  fact, 
it  is  impossible  for  writings,  so  full  of  quotations  of  the  words  of 
Jesus  and  of  allusions  to  the  events  of  his  life,  more  completely  to 
ignore  or  vary  from  the  fourth  Gospel  throughout ;  and  if  it  could 
be  shown  that  Justin  was  acquainted  with  such  a  work,  it  would 
follow  certainly  that  he  did  not  consider  it  an  Apostolical  or 
authoritative  composition. 

We  may  add  that,  as  Justin  so  distinctly  and  directly  refers  to 
the  Apostle  John  as  the  author  of  the  Apocalypse,*  there  is  con- 
firmation of  the  conclusion,  otherwise  arrived  at,  that  he  did  not, 
and  could  not,  know  the  Gospel  and  also  ascribe  it  to  him. 
Finally,  the  description  which  Justin  gives  of  the  manner  of  teach- 
ing of  Jesus  excludes  the  idea  that  he  knew  the  fourth  Gospel : 
"  Brief  and  concise  were  the  sentences  uttered  by  him ;  for  he  was 
no  Sophist,  but  his  word  was  the  power  of  God."3  No  one  could 
for  a  moment  assert  that  this  description  applies  to  the  long  and 
artificial  discourses  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  whilst,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  eminently  describes  the  style  of  teaching  in  the  Synoptics,  with 
which  the  numerous  Gospels  in  circulation  amongst  early  Christians 
were,  of  course,  more  nearly  allied. 

The  inevitable  conclusion  at  which  we  must  arrive  is  that, 
far  from  indicating  any  acquaintance  with  the  fourth  Gospel,  the 
writings  of  Justin  not  only  do  not  furnish  the  slightest  evidence  of 
its  existence,  but  offer  presumptive  testimony  against  its  Aposto- 
lical origin. 

Tischendorf  only  devotes  a  short  note  to  Hegesippus,^  and  does 
not  pretend  to  find  in  the  fragments  of  his  writings  preserved  to 
us  by  Eusebius,  or  the  details  of  his  life  which  he  has  recorded, 
any  evidence  for  our  Gospels.  Apologists  generally  admit  that 
this  source,  at  least,  is  barren  of  all  testimony  for  the  fourth 
Gospel,  but  Dr.  Westcott  cannot  renounce  so  important  a  witness 
without  an  effort,  and  he  therefore  boldly  says :  "  When  he 
(Hegesippus)  speaks  of  *the  door  of  Jesus'  in  his  account  of  the 
death  of  St.  James,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  he  alludes  to  the 
language  of  our  Lord  recorded  by  St.  John."5    The  passage  to 

'  **  And  it  is  written  that  on  the  day  of  the  Passover  you  seized  him,  and 
likewise  during  the  Passover  you  crucified  him "  {Dial,  1 1 1  ;  cf.  Dial,  70 ; 
Matt.  xxvi.  2,  17  f.,  30,  57). 

»  Dial,  81.  3  ApoL,  i.  14. 

4  IVann  wurdetti  u.  s,  w,,  p.  19,  anm.  I. 

5  On  the  Canon,  p.  182  f. 
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which  Dr.  Westcott  refers,  but  which  he  does  not  quote,  is  as 
follows: — "Certain,  therefore,  of  the  seven  heretical  parties 
amongst  the  people,  already  described  by  me  in  the  Memoirs, 
inquired  of  him,  what  was  the  door  of  Jesus  ;  and  he  declared  this 
(rovrov — Jesus)  to  be  the  Saviour.  From  which  some  believed 
that  Jesus  is  the  Christ.  But  the  aforementioned  heretics  did  not 
believe  either  a  resurrection,  or  that  he  shall  come  to  render  to 
every  one  according  to  his  works.  As  many  as  believed,  how- 
ever, did  so  through  James."  The  rulers,  fearing  that  the  people 
would  cause  a  tumult  from  considering  Jesus  to  be  the  Messiah 
(Xpurros),  entreat  James  to  persuade  them  concerning  Jesus,  and 
prevent  their  being  deceived  by  him ;  and  in  order  that  he  may 
be  heard  by  the  multitude,  they  place  James  upon  a  wing  of  the 
temple,  and  cry  to  him  :  "  O,  just  man,  whom  we  all  are  bound  to 
believe,  inasmuch  as  the  people  are  led  astray  after  Jesus,  the 
crucified,  declare  plainly  to  us  what  is  the  door  of  Jesus."'  To 
find  in  this  a  reference  to  the  fourth  Gospel  requires  a  good  deal 
of  apologetic  ingenuity.  It  is  perfectly  clear  that,  as  an  allusion 
to  John  X.  7,  9,  "  I  am  the  door,"  the  question,  "  What  is  the 
door  of  Jesus  ?"  is  mere  nonsense,  and  the  reply  of  James  totally 
irrelevant.  Such  a  question  in  reference  to  the  discourse  in  the 
fourth  Gospel,  moreover,  in  the  mouths  of  the  antagonistic  Scribes 
and  Pharisees,  is  quite  inconceivable,  and  it  is  unreasonable  to 
suppose  that  it  has  any  connection  with  it.  Various  emendations 
of  the  text  have  been  proposed  to  obviate  the  difficulty  of  the 
question,  but  none  of  these  have  been  adopted,  and  it  has  now 
been  generally  accepted  that  Ovpa  is  used  in  an  idiomatic  sense. 
The  word  is  very  frequently  employed  in  such  a  manner,  or 
symbolically,  in  the  New  Testament,*  and  by  the  Fathers.  The 
Jews  were  well  acquainted  with  a  similar  use  of  the  word  in  the 
Old  Testament,  in  some  of  the  Messianic  Psalms,  as  for  instance  : 
Ps.  cxviii.  19,  20  (cxvii.  19,  20,  Sepf,),  19,  "Open  to  me  the 
gates  (irvXas)  of  righteousness;  entering  into  them,  I  will  give 
praise  to  the  Lord  "  ;  20,  "  This  is  the  gate  (17  tvXtj)  of  the  Lord ; 
the  righteous  shall  enter  into  it. "3  Quoting  this  passage,  Clement 
of  Alexandria  remarks :  "  But  explaining  the  saying  of  the  prophet, 
Barnabas  adds :  Many  gates  {wvkQv)  being  open,  that  which  is  in 
righteousness  is  in  Christ,  in  which  all  those  who  enter  are 
blessed."*     Grabe  explains  the  passage  of  Hegesippus  by  a  refer- 


'  Eosebius,  If,  E.,  ii.  23. 

'  Cf.  AcU  xiv.  27  ;  I  Cor.  xvi.  9  ;  2  Cor.  ii.  12  ;  Col.  iv.  3  ;  James  v.  9  ; 
Rev.  iii.  8,  20 ;  iv.  I. 

3  Cf.  Ps.  xxiv.  7-8  (xxiii.  7-8,  S^pL), 

*  Strom,  vi.  8,  §  64.  This  passage  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Epistle  of 
Barnabas. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


476  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 


ence  to  the  frequent  allusions  in  Scripture  to  the  two  ways  :  one 
of  light,  the  other  of  darkness ;  the  one  leading  to  life,  the  other 
to  death  ;  as  well  as  the  simile  of  two  gates  which  is  coupled  with 
them,  as  in  Matt.  vii.  13  f.  He,  therefore,  explains  the  question 
of  the  rulers,  "  What  is  the  door  of  Jesus  ? "  as  an  inquiry  into 
the  judgment  of  James  concerning  him  :  whether  he  was  a  teacher 
of  truth  or  a  deceiver  of  the  people ;  whether  belief  in  him  was 
the  way  and  gate  of  life  and  salvation,  or  of  death  and  perdition.' 
He  refers  as  an  illustration  to  the  Epistle  of  Barnabas,  xviii. : 
"  There  are  two  ways  of  teaching  and  of  power  :  one  of  light,  the 
other  of  darkness.  But  there  is  a  great  difference  between  the 
two  ways."  The  Epistle,  under  the  symbol  of  the  two  ways, 
classifies  the  whole  of  the  moral  law.^  In  the  Clementine 
Homilies^  xviii.  17,  there  is  a  version  of  the  saying.  Matt.  vii.  13  f., 
derived  from  another  source,  in  which  "  way  "  is  more  decidedly 
even  than  in  our  first  Synoptic  made  the  equivalent  of  "  gate " : 
"  Enter  ye  through  the  narrow  and  straitened  way  (0809)  through 
which  we  shall  enter  into  life."  Eusebius  himself,  who  has  preserved 
the  fragment,  evidently  understood  it  distinctly  in  the  same  sense, 
and  he  gives  its  true  meaning  in  another  of  his  works,  where  he 
paraphrases  the  question  into  an  inquiry,  as  to  the  opinion  which 
James  held  concerning  Jesus  (nVa  xc^t  tov  'It^ov  Ixoi  80^ v). 3 
This  view  is  supported  by  many  learned  men,  and  Routh  has 
pointed  out  that  Emesti  considered  he  would  have  been  right  in 
making  StSax^y,  doctrine,  teaching,  the  equivalent  of  ^v/aa, 
although  he  admits  that  Eusebius  never  uses  it  in  his  history 
in  connection  with  Christian  doctrine.*  He  might,  however, 
have  instanced  this  passage,  in  which  it  is  clearly  used  in  this 
sense,  and  so  explained  by  Eusebius.  There  is  evidently 
no  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  to 
ridicule,  in  asking,  "What  is  the  door  of  Jesus?"  but  they 
desire  James  to  declare  plainly  to  the  people  the  teaching 
of  Jesus,  and  his  personal  pretension.  To  suppose  that  the 
rulers  of  the  Jews  set  James  upon  a  wing  of  the  temple,  in  order 
that   they   might  ask   him   a   question,    for   the   benefit   of   the 

'  Spicil.  PcUr,^  w.,  p.  254. 

'  In  like  manner  the  Clementine  Homilies  give  a  peculiar  version  of  Deut. 
XXX.  15  :  "  Behold  I  have  set  before  thy  face  the  way  of  life,  and  the  way  of 
death"  (Hom.f  xviii.  17,  cf.  vii.  7).  We  have  already  shown  (p.  150  f.)  that 
The  Teaching  of  the  Twelve  Apostles  (i.-vi.)  is  based  upon  this  text. 

3  Demons trai.  Evang,^  iii.  7  ;  Routh,  Rel.  S(ur.y  i.,  p.  235. 

^  ^^ Si  ego  in  Glossisponerem:  Oijpa,  SiSaxVt  rectum  esset,  Sed  respicerem  adloca 
Gracorum  theologorum  v.  c,  Eusebii  in  Hist,  EccL  ubi  non  semel  ${fpa  Xpiarw 
(sic J  de  doctrina  Christians  dicitur,*^  Dissert.  De  Usu  Glossctriorum.  Routh, 
Reliq,  Sacra. ^  ».,  p.  236.  Donaldson  gives  as  the  most  probable  meaning; 
**  To  what  is  it  that  Jesus  is  to  lead  us  ?  And  James*  answer  is  therefore  r  *To 
salvation'"  {Hist,  Chr.  Lit.  and Doctr.^  iii.,  p.  190,  note). 
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multitude,  based  upon  a  discourse  in  the  fourth  Gospel,  unknown 
to  the  Synoptics,  and  even  in  relation  to  which  such  an  inquiry 
as,  "What  is  the  door  of  Jesus?"  becomes  mere  ironical 
nonsense,  surpasses  all  that  we  could  have  imagined  even  of 
apologetic  zeal. 

We  have  already  said  all  that  is  necessary  with  regard  to 
Hegesippus,  in  connection  with  the  Synoptics,  and  need  not  add 
more  here.  It  is  certain  that  had  he  written  anything  interesting 
about  our  Gospels,  and,  we  may  say,  particularly  about  the  fourth, 
the  fact  would  have  been  recorded  by  Eusebius.' 

Nor  need  we  add  much  to  our  remarks  regarding  Papias  of 
Hierapolis.=»  It  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  works  of  Matthew  and 
Mark,3  regarding  which  he  records  such  important  particulars,  are 
not  the  Gospels  in  our  Canon,  which  pass  under  their  names  ;  he 
does  not  seem  to  have  known  anything  of  the  third  Synoptic ; 
and  thete  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  he  referred  to  the  fourth 
Gospel  or  made  use  of  it.  He  is,  therefore,  at  least,  a  total  blank 
so  far  as  the  Johannine  Gospel  and  our  third  Synoptic  are 
concerned,  but  he  is  more  than  this,  and  it  may,  we  think,  be 
concluded  that  Papias  was  not  acquainted  with  any  such  Gospels 
which  he  regarded  as  Apostolic  compositions,  or  authoritative 
documents.  Had  he  said  anything  regarding  the  composition  or 
authorship  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  Eusebius  would  certainly  have 
mentioned  the  fact ;  and  this  silence  of  Papias  is  strong  presumptive 
evidence  against  the  Johannine  Gospel.  Tischendorfs  argument 
in  regard  to  the  Phrygian  Bishop  is  mainly  directed  to  this  point, 
and  he  maintains  that  the  silence  of  Eusebius  does  not  make 
Papias  a  witness  against  the  fourth  Gospel,  and  does  not  involve 
the  conclusion  that  he  did  not  know  it,  inasmuch  as  it  was  not, 
he  affirms,  the  purpose  of  Eusebius  to  record  the  mention  or  use 
of  the  books  of  the  New  Testament  which  were  not  disputed.**  It 
might  be  contended  that  this  reasoning  is  opposed  to  the  practice 
and  express  declaration  of  Eusebius  himself,  who  says :  "But  in 
the  course  of  the  history  I  shall,  with  the  successions  (from  the 
Apostles),  carefully  intimate  what  ecclesiastical  writers  of  the 
various  periods  made  use  of  the  Antilegomena  (or  disputed 
writings),  and  which  of  them,  and  what  has  been  stated  by  these 
as  well  regarding  the  collected  {lvhv3.dy\Koi)  and  Homologoumena 

'  See  remarks  r^arding  the  Silence  of  Eusebius ;  Preface  to  Complete  ed., 
p.  xviii.  f. 

*  P.  276  f.  ;  Preface  to  Complete  ed. ,  p.  xxi.  f. 

3  It  is  evident  that  Papias  aid  not  regard  the  works  by  **  Matthew  "  and 
"Mark"  which  he  mentions,  as  of  any  authority.  Indeed,  all  that  he 
reports  regarding  the  latter  is  merely  apologetic,  and  in  deprecation  of 
criticism. 

^  Wann  wurden^  u,  s.  w.,  p.  112  f. 
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(or  accepted  writings),  as  regarding  those  which  are  not  of  this 
kind."'  It  is  not  worth  while,  however,  to  dwell  upon  this  here. 
The  argument  in  the  case  of  Papias  stands  upon  a  broader  basis. 
It  is  admitted  that  Eusebius  engages  carefully  to  record  what 
ecclesiastical  writers  state  regarding  the  Homologoumenay  and  that 
he  actually  does  so.  Now  Papias  has  himself  expressed  the  high 
value  he  attached  to  tradition,  and  his  eagerness  in  seeking 
information  from  the  Presbyters.  The  statements  r^arding  the 
Gospels  composed  by  Matthew  and  Mark,  quoted  by  Eusebius, 
are  illustrative  at  once  both  of  the  information  collected  by 
Papias  and  of  that  cited  by  Eusebius.  How  comes  it,  then,  that 
nothing  whatever  is  said  about  the  fourth  Gospel,  a  work  so 
peculiar  and  of  such  exceptional  importance,  said  to  be  composed 
by  the  Apostle  whom  Jesus  loved  ?  Is  it  possible  to  suppose  that, 
when  Papias  collected  from  the  Presbyter  the  facts  which  he  has 
recorded  concerning  Matthew  and  Mark,  he  would  not  also  have 
inquired  about  a  Gospel  by  John,  had  he  known  of  it  ?  Is  it 
possible  that  he  could  have  had  nothing  interesting  to  tell  about  a 
work  presenting  so  many  striking  and  distinctive  features  ?  Had 
he  collected  any  information  on  the  subject,  he  would  certainly 
have  recorded  it,  and  as  certainly  Eusebius  would  have  quoted 
what  he  said,'  as  he  did  the  account  of  the  other  two  Gospels,  for 
he  even  mentions  that  Papias  made  use  of  the  ist  Epistle  of  John 
and  I  St  Epistle  of  Peter,  two  equally  accepted  writings.  The 
legitimate  presumption,  therefore,  is  that,  as  Eusebius  did  not 
mention  the  fact,  he  did  not  find  anj^hing  regarding  the  fourth 
Gospel  in  the  work  of  Papias,  and  that  Papias  was  not  acquainted 
with  it.  This  presumption  is  confirmed  by  the  circumstance  that 
when  Eusebius  writes,  elsewhere  {II.  -£.,  iii.  24),  of  the  order  of 
the  Gospels,  and  the  composition  of  John's  Gospel,  he  has  no 
greater  authority  to  give  for  his  account  than  vague  tradition : 
"  they  say  "  {^xwC), 

Proceeding  from  this  merely  negative  argument,  Tischendorf 
endeavours  to  show  that  not  only  is  Papias  not  a  witness  against 
the  fourth  Gospel,  but  that  he  presents  evidence  in  its  favour. 
The  first  reason  he  advances  is  that  Eusebius  states  :  "  The  same 
(Papias)  made  use  of  testimonies  out  of  the  first  Epistle  of  John, 
and  likewise  out  of  that  of  Peter. "3  On  the  supposed  identity  of 
the  authorship  of  the  Epistle  and  Gospel,  Tischendorf,  as  in  the 
case  of  Polycarp,  claims  this  as  evidence  for  the  fourth  Gospel. 
Eusebius,  however,  does  not  quote  the  passages  upon  which  he 
bases  this  statement,  and,  knowing  his  inaccuracy  and  the  hasty 
and  uncritical  manner  in  which  he  and  the  Fathers  generally  jump 

*  Eusebius,  H,  E.y  iii.  3 ;  cf.  iii.  24. 

"  Cf.  Preface  to  6th  ed.,  p.  xi.  f.,  xxi.  f.  3  Eusebius,  H,  £,,  iii.  39. 
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at  such  conclusions,  we  must  reject  this  as  sufficient  proof  that 
Papias  really  did  use  the  Epistle,  and  that  Eusebius  did  not 
adopt  his  opinion  from  a  mere  superficial  analogy  of  passages; 
but,  if  it  were  certain  that  Papias  actually  quoted  from  the  Epistle, 
it  does  not  in  the  least  follow  that  he  ascribed  it  to  the  Apostle 
John,  and  the  use  of  the  Epistle  would  scarcely  affect  the  question 
as  to  the  character  and  authorship  of  the  fourth  Gospel. 

The  next  testimony  advanced  by  Tischendorf  is,  indeed,  of  an 
extraordinary  character.  There  is  a  Latin  MS.  {Vat,  Alex,  14)  in 
the  Vatican,  which  Tischendorf  assigns  to  the  ninth  century,  in 
which  there  is  a  preface,  by  an  unknown  hand,  to  the  Gospel 
according  to  John,  which  commences  as  follows :  "  Evangelium 
iohannis  manlfestaium  et  datum  est  ecclesiis  ab  iohanne  adhuc  in 
corpore  constitutor  sicut  papias  nomine  hierapolitanus  discipulus 
iohannis  cams  in  exotericis  id  est  in  extremis  quinque  libris  retulit " 
("  The  Gospel  of  John  was  published  and  given  to  the  churches 
by  John  whilst  he  was  still  in  the  flesh,  as  Papias,  named  of 
Hierapolis,  an  esteemed  disciple  of  John,  related  in  his  ExotericSy 
that  is  his  last  five  books ").  Tischendorf  says :  "  There  can, 
therefore,  be  no  more  decided  declaration  made  of  the  testimony 
of  Papias  for  the  Johannine  Gospel."*  He  wishes  to  end  the 
quotation  here,  and  only  refers  to  the  continuation,  which  he  is 
obliged  to  admit  to  be  untenable,  in  a  note.  The  passage  proceeds : 
"  Disscripsit  vero  evangelium  dictante  iohanne  recte  "  ("  He  [Papias] 
indeed  wrote  out  the  Gospel,  John  duly  dictating  ");  then  follows 
another  passage  regarding  Marcion,  representing  him  also  as  a 
contemporary  of  John,  which  Tischendorf  likewise  confesses  to  be 
untrue.*  Now,  Tischendorf  admits  that  the  writer  desires  it  to  be 
understood  that  he  derived  the  information  that  Papias  wrote  the 
fourth  Gospel  at  the  dictation  of  John  likewise  from  the  work  of 
Papias,  and,  as  it  is  perfectly  impossible,  by  his  own  admissions, 
that  Papias,  who  was  not  a  contemporary  of  the  Apostle,  could 
have  stated  this,  the  whole  passage  is  clearly  fabulous  and  written 
by  a  person  who  never  saw  the  book  at  all.  This  extraordinary 
piece  of  evidence  is  so  obviously  absurd  that  it  is  passed  over  in 
silence  by  other  critics,  even  of  the  strongest  apologetic  tendency, 
and  it  stands  here  a  pitiable  instance  of  the  arguments  to  which 
destitute  criticism  can  be  reduced. 

In  order  to  do  full  justice  to  the  last  of  the  arguments  of 
Tischendorf,  we  shall  give  it  in  his  own  words :  "  Before  we  leave 
Papias,  we  have  still  to  consider  one  testimony  for  the  Gospel  of 
John  which  Irenaeus,  v.  36,  §  2,  quotes  out  of  the  very  mouth  of 
the  Presbyters,  those  high  authorities  of  Papias :  *And  therefore, 
say  they,  the  Lord  declared :    In  my  Father's   house  are  many 

*   Wann  wurden,  u.  s.  w.,  p.  119.  °  Id,,  p.  119,  anm.  I. 
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mansions '  (John  xiv.  2).  As  the  Presbyters  set  this  declaration 
in  connection  with  the  blessedness  of  the  righteous  in  the  City  of 
God,  in  Paradise,  in  Heaven,  according  as  they  bear  fruit  thirty, 
sixty,  or  one  hundred-fold,  nothing  is  more  probable  than  that 
Irenaeus  takes  this  whole  declaration  of  the  Presbyters,  which  he 
gives,  §§  1-2,  like  the  preceding  description  of  the  thousand 
years'  reign,  from  the  work  of  Papias.  But  whether  this  be  its 
origin  or  not,  the  authority  of  the  Presbyters  is  in  any  case  higher 
than  that  of  Papias,"  etc'  Now  in  the  quotation  from  Irenaeus 
given  in  this  passage  Tischendorf  renders  the  oblique  construction 
of  the  text  by  inserting  "  say  they,"  referring  to  the  Presbyters  of 
Papias ;  and,  as  he  does  not  give  the  original,  he  should  at  least 
have  indicated  that  these  words  are  supplementary.  We  shall 
endeavour  as  briefly  as  possible  to  state  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Irenaeus,  with  many  quotations  from  Scripture,  is  arguing  that 
our  bodies  are  preserved,  and  that  the  Saints  who  have  suffered 
so  much  in  the  flesh  shall  in  that  flesh  receive  the  fruits  of  their 
labours.  In  v.  33,  §  2,  he  refers  to  the  saying  given  in  Matt 
xix.  29  (Luke  xviii.  29,  30),  that  whosoever  has  left  lands,  etc., 
because  of  Christ  shall  receive  a  hundred-fold  in  this  world,  and 
in  the  next,  eternal  life ;  and  then,  enlarging  on  the  abundance  of 
the  blessings  in  the  Millennial  kingdom,  he  affirms  that  Creation 
will  be  renovated,  and  the  earth  acquire  wonderful  fertility  ;  and 
he  adds,  S  3>  "  As  the  Presbyters  who  saw  John,  the  disciple  of 
the  Lord,  remember  that  they  heard  from  him,  how  the  I>ord 
taught  concerning  those  times  and  said,"  etc.  ("  Quemadmodum 
presbyteri  meminerunt^  qui  Joannem  discipulum  Domini  viderunt 
audisse  se  ab  eo,  quemadmodum  de  temporibus  iliis  docebat  Dominus^ 
et  dicebat"  etc.) ;  and  then  he  quotes  the  passage,  "The  days  will 
come  in  which  vines  will  grow  each  having  ten  thousand  Branches," 
etc. ;  and  "  In  like  manner  that  a  grain  of  wheat  would  produce 
ten  thousand  ears,"  etc.  With  regard  to  these,  he  says,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  next  paragraph,  v.  33,  g  4 :  "  These  things  are 
testified  in  writing  by  Papias,  a  hearer  of  John  and  associate  of 
Polycarp,  an  ancient  man  in  the  fourth  of  his  books  :  for  there 
were  five  books  composed  by  him.*  And  he  added,  saying :  *But 
these  things  are  credible  to  believers.  And  Judas  the  traitor  not 
believing,  and  asking  how  shall  such  growths  be  effected  by  the 
Lord,  the  Lord  said :  They  who  shall  come  to  them  shall  see.' 
Prophesying  of  these  times,  therefore,  Isaiah  says:  *The  Wolf 
also  shall  feed  with  the  Lamb,'  etc.  (quoting  Isaiah  xi.  6-9) ;  and 

*   fVann  vmrdetty  u.  s,  w.^  p.  119  f. 

»  Euscbius  has  preserved  the  Greek  of  this  passage  {ff,  £,,  iii.  39),  and  goes 
on  to  contradict  the  statement  of  Irenaeus  that  Papias  was  a  hearer  and  con- 
temporary of  the  Apostles.  Eusebius  states  that  Papias,  in  his  prefece,  by  no 
means  asserts  that  he  was. 
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again  he  says,  recapitulating  :  *  Wolves  and  lambs  shall  then  feed 
together/  "  etc.  (quoting  Isaiah  Ixv.  25),  and  so  on,  continuing  his 
argument.  It  is  clear  that  Irenseus  introduces  the  quotation  from 
Papias,  and,  ending  his  reference  at  "They  who  shall  come  to 
them  shall  see,"  he  continues,  with  a  quotation  from  Isaiah,  his 
own  train  of  reasoning.  We  give  this  passage  to  show  the 
manner  in  which  Irenaeus  proceeds.  He  then  continues  with  the 
same  subject,  quoting  (v.  34,  35)  Isaiah,  Ezekiel,  Jeremiah, 
Daniel,  the  Apocalypse,  and  sayings  found  in  the  New  Testament 
bearing  upon  the  Millennium.  In  c.  35  he  argues  that  the 
prophecies  he  quotes  of  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  and  the  Apocal3rpse 
must  not  be  allegorised  away,  but  that  they  literally  describe  the 
blessings  to  be  enjoyed  after  the  coming  of  Antichrist  and  the 
resurrection  in  the  New  Jerusalem  on  earth ;  and  he  quotes  Isaiah 
vi.  12,  Ix.  5,  21,  and  a  long  passage  from  Baruch  iv.  36,  v.  9 
(which  he  ascribes  to  Jeremiah),  Isaiah  xlix.  16,  Galatians  iv.  26, 
Rev.  xxi.  2,  XX.  2-15,  xxi.  1-6,  all  descriptive,  as  he  maintains,  of 
the  Millennial  kingdom  prepared  for  the  saints ;  and  then,  in  v.  36, 
the  last  chapter  of  his  work  on  heresies,  as  if  resuming  his 
previous  argument,  he  proceeds' :  "§  i.  And  that  these  things 
shall  ever  remain  without  end  Isaiah  says  :  *  For  like  as  the  new 
heaven  and  the  new  earth  which  I  make  remain  before  me,  saith 
the  Lord,  so  shall  your  seed  and  your  name  continue,*'  and,  as  the 
Presbyters  say,  then  those  who  have  been  deemed  worthy  of  living 
in  heaven  shall  go  thither,  and  others  shall  enjoy  the  delights  of 
Paradise,  and  others  shall  possess  the  glory  of  the  City  ;  for  every- 
where the  Saviour  shall  be  seen  as  those  who  see  him  shall  be 
worthy.  §  2.  But  that  there  is  this  distinction  of  dwelling  {^Tvai  Sk 
TYiv  SiaxrroKriv  ravnyv  tijs  oiioj<r€a)s)  of  those  bearing  fruit  the 
hundred-fold,  and  of  the  (bearers)  of  the  sixty-fold,  and  of  the 
(bearers  of)  the  thirty-fold  :  of  whom  some  indeed  shall  be  taken 
up  into  the  heavens,  some  shall  live  in  Paradise,  and  some  shall 
inhabit  the  City,  and  that  for  this  reason  (8ta  rovnro— propter  hoc) 

the  Lord  declared:   In  the (plural)  of  my  Father  are  many 

mansions  (ci/  rofs  rov  irarpSs  /juru  fwv^s  etvai  iroXXds),^     For  all 

*  We  have  the  following  passage  only  in  the  old  Latin  version,  with  frag- 
ments of  the  Greek  preserved  by  Andrew  of  Caesarea  in  his  Comment,  in  Apoc., 
xviii.,  Ixiv.,  and  elsewhere. 

»  Isaiah  Ixvi.  22,  Sept, 

3  With  this  may  be  compared  John  xiv.  2,  iv  rj  oUUi  tov  iraTpds  fi-ov  fiowaX 
ToKKoX  clffiv.  If  the  passage  be  maintained  to  be  from  the  Presbyters,  the 
variations  from  the  text  of  the  Gospel  are  important.  Doubtless  the  expres- 
sion, rA  Tw  TaTp6i  fiov,  may  mean  **  my  father's  house,"  and  this  sense  is 
ancient,  but  a  wider  sense  is  far  from  excluded,  and  the  plural  is  used.  In 
Luke  ii.  49  the  very  phrase  occurs,  cV  toU  tov  irarpdi  fiov,  and  in  the  author- 
ised version  is  translated  "about  my  fiaither's  business"  (cf.  1  Tim.  iv.  15).  The 
best  commentators  are  divided  in  opinion  regarding  the  passage  in  Luke.    It  is 

21 
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things  are  of  God,  who  prepares  for  all  the  fitting  habitation,  as  his 
Wo^  says  that  distribution  is  made  to  all  by  the  Father  according 
as  each  is  or  shall  be  worthy.  And  this  is  the  couch  upon  which 
they  recline  who  are  invited  to  banquet  at  the  Wedding.  The 
Presbyters,  the  disciples  of  the  Apostles,  state  that  this  is  the  order 
and  arrangement  of  those  who  are  saved,  and  that  by  such  steps 
they  advance,"'  etc. 

It  is  impossible  for  any  one  who  attentively  considers  the 
whole  of  this  passage,  and  who  makes  himself  acquainted  with  the 
manner  in  which  Irenaeus  conducts  his  argument,  and  interweaves 
it  with  quotations,  to  assert  that  the  phrase  we  are  considering 
must  have  been  taken  from  a  book  referred  to  three  chapters 
earlier,  and  was  not  introduced  by  Irenaeus  from  some  other 
source.  In  the  passage  from  the  commencement  of  the  second 
paragraph  Irenaeus  enlarges  upon,  and  illustrates,  what  ^*the 
Presbyters  say  "  regarding  the  blessedness  of  the  saints,  by  quoting 
the  view  held  as  to  the  distinction  between  those  bearing  fruit 
thirty-fold,  sixty-fold,  and  one  hundred-fold,'  and  the  interpretation 
given  of  the  saying  r^;arding  "many  mansions  ";  but  the  source  of 
his  quotation  is  quite  indefinite,  and  may  simply  be  the  exegesis  <rf 
his  own  day.  That  this  is  probably  the  case  is  shown  by  the  con- 
tinuation :  "  And  this  is  the  Couch  upon  which  they  recline  who 
are  invited  to  banquet  at  the  Wedding" — an  allusion  to  the 
marriage  supper  upon  which  Irenaeus  had  previously  discoursed  ;^ 
immediately  after  which  phrase,  introduced  by  Irenaeus  himself,  he 
says :  "  The  Presbyters,  the  disciples  of  the  Apostles,  state  that 
this  is  the  order  and  arrangement  of  those  who  are  saved,"  etc. 
Now,  if  the  preceding  passages  had  been  a  mere  quotation  from 
the  Presbyters  of  Papias,  such  a  remark  would  have  been  out  of 
place  and  useless;  but,  being  the  exposition  of  the  prevailing  views, 
Irenaeus  confirms  it  and  prepares  to  wind  up  the  whole  subject  by 
the  general  statement  that  the  Presbyters,  the  disciples  of  the 
Apostles,  affirm  that  this  is  the  order  and  arrangement  of  those 
who  are  saved,  and  that  by  such  steps  they  advance  and  ascend 
through  the  Spirit  to  the  Son,  and  through  the  Son  to  the  Father, 
etc.;  and  a  few  sentences  after  he  closes  his  work. 

In  no  case  can  it  be  legitimately  affirmed  that  the  citation 
of  "  the  Presbj^ers,"  and  the  "  Presbyters,  disciples  of  the 
Apostles,"  is  a  reference  to  the  work  of  Papias.     When  quoting 

necessai^,  in  a  case  like  the  present,  to  convey  the  distinct  difference  between 
the  words  as  they  stand  in  Irenaeus  and  the  saying  in  the  fourth  Gospel  Dr. 
Sanday  has  "  In  my  Father's  realm  "  (Gospels  in  Sec.  Cent,^  p.  297). 

'  Irenaeus,  Adv,  Har,^  v.  36,  §§  i,  2. 

"^  Matt.  xiii.  8 ;  Mark  iv.  20 ;  cf.  Matt.  xxv.  14-29 ;  Luke  xix.  12-26  ;  xiL 

47,  48. 
3  Adv.  Hot.,  iv.  36,  §§  5,  6. 
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"  the  Presbyters  who  saw  John,  the  disciple  of  the  Lord,"  three 
chapters  before,  Irenaeus  distinctly  states  that  Papias  testifies 
what  he  quotes  in  writing  in  the  fourth  of  his  books ;  but 
there  is  nothing  to  indicate  that  "  the  Presbyters "  and  "  the 
Presbyters,  disciples  of  the  Apostles,"  subsequently  referred  to, 
after  a  complete  change  of  context,  have  anything  to  do  with 
Papias.  The  references  to  Presbyters  in  this  work  of  Irenaeus 
are  very  numerous,  and  when  we  remember  the  importance  which 
the  Bishop  of  Lyons  attached  to  "that  tradition  which  comes  from 
the  Apostles,  which  is  preserved  in  the  Churches  by  a  succession  of 
Presbyters,"'  the  reference  before  us  assumes  a  very  different  com- 
plexion. In  one  place,  Irenaeus  quotes  **  the  divine  Presbyter  " 
(6  duos  wfKo-p^s),  "the  God-loving  Presbyter"  (6  ^co^tX^s 
vp€a-^vTrf<s)j^  who  wrote  verses  against  the  heretic  Marcus. 
Elsewhere  he  supports  his  extraordinary  statement  that  the  public 
career  of  Jesus,  mstead  of  being  limited  to  a  single  year,  extended 
over  a  period  of  twenty  years,  and  that  he  was  nearly  fifty  when 
he  suflfered,3  by  the  appeal :  "As  the  gospel  and  all  the  Presbyters 
testify,  who  in  Asia  met  with  John  the  disciple  of  the  I^ord 
(stating)  that  these  things  were  transmitted  to  them  by  John.  For 
he  continued  among  them  till  the  times  of  Trajan."4  That  these 
Presbyters  are  not  quoted  from  Papias  may  be  inferred  from 
the  fact  that  Eusebius,  who  had  his  work,  cites  the  passage 
from  Irenaeus  without  allusion  to  Papias ;  and  as  he  adduces  two 
witnesses  only,  Irenaeus  and  Clement  of  Alexandria,  to  prove  the 
assertion  regarding  John,  he  would  certainly  have  referred  to  the 
earlier  authority,  had  the  work  of  Papias  contained  the  statement, 
as  he  does  for  the  stories  regarding  the  daughters  of  the  Apostle 
Philip,  the  miracle  in  favour  of  Justus,  and  other  matters. s  We 
need  not  refer  to  Clement,  nor  to  Polycarp,  who  had  been  "  taught 
by  Apostles,"  and  the  latter  of  whom  Irenaeus  knew  in  his  youth.^ 
Irenaeus  in  one  place  also  gives  a  long  account  of  the  teaching  of 
some  one  upon  the  sins  of  David  and  other  men  of  old,  which  he 
introduces  :  "  As  I  have  heard  from  a  certain  Presbyter,  who  had 
heard  it  from  those  who  had  seen  the  Apostles,  and  from  those 


'  Adv,  Hot.,  iii.  2,  §  2 ;  cf.  i.  10,  §  i  ;  27,  §§  i,  2 ;  ii.  22,  §  5  ;  iii.  prarf, 
3,  §  4 ;  21,  §  3  ;  iv.  27,  §  I  ;  32,  §  I  ;  v.  20,  §  2  ;  30,  §  i. 

»  Ih.,  i.  15,  §  6.  3  ib„  ii.  22,  §§  4,  6. 

*  Adv.  Hctr,^  ii.  22,  §  5  ;  cf.  Eusebius,  H.  E.^  iii.  23.  **In  Asia"  evidently 
refers  chiefly  to  Ephesus,  as  is  shown  by  the  passage  quoted  immediately  after 

by  Eusebius  from  Adv.  Hcer.^  iii.  3,  §  4,  **  the  Qiurch  in  Ephesus  also 

where  John  continued  until  the  times  of  Trajan,  is  a  witness  to  the  truth  of  the 
apostolic  tradition." 

5  Eusebius,  H.  £.,  iii.  39. 

^  Adv.  I/ar.,  iii.  3,  §§  3,  4.  Fragment  from  his  Epistle  to  Florinus  pre- 
served by  Eusebius,  JI,  £.,  v.  20. 
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who  learnt  from  them,"'  etc.  Further  on,  speaking  evidently  of  a 
different  person,  he  says :  "In  this  manner  also  a  Presbyter 
disciple  of  the  Apostles  reasoned  regarding  the  two  Testaments  "t^ 
and  quotes  fully.  In  another  place  Irenaeus,  after  quoting  Gen. 
ii.  8,  "  And  God  planted  a  Paradise  eastward  in  Eden,"  etc, 
states :  "  Wherefore  the  Presbyters,  who  are  disciples  of  the 
Apostles  (oi  vpej-^vrtpoiy  rtav  dirooToXcuv  fmOrjTaC)  say  that 
those  who  were  translated  had  been  translated  thither,"  there  to 
remain,  till  the  consummation  of  all  things,  awaiting  immortality ; 
and  Irenaeus  explains  that  it  was  into  this  Paradise  that  Paul  was 
caught  up  (2  Cor.  xii.  4).3  It  seems  highly  probable  that  these 
**  Presbyters,  the  disciples  of  the  Apostles,"  who  are  quoted  on 
Paradise,  are  the  same  "  Presbyters,  the  disciples  of  the 
Apostles,"  referred  to  here  on  the  same  subject  (v.  36,  Jg  i, 
2);  but  there  is  nothing  to  connect  them  with  Papias. 
He  also  speaks  of  the  Septuagint  translation  of  the  Bible  as 
the  version  of  the  "Presbyters,"*  and  on  several  occasions  he 
calls  Luke  "  the  follower  and  disciple  of  the  Apostles  "  (Secttiter 
et  discipulus  apostolorum\^  and  characterises  Mark  as  "  the  inter- 
preter and  follower  of  Peter"  (interpres  et  sectator  Petri )^^  ^nd 
refers  to  both  as  having  learnt  from  the  words  of  the  Apostles. 7 
Here  is,  therefore,  a  wide  choice  of  Presbyters,  including  even 
Evangelists,  to  whom  the  reference  of  Irenaeus  may  with  equal 
right  be  ascribed,^  so  that  it  is  unreasonable  to  claim  it  as  an 
allusion  to  the  work  of  Papias.9  In  fact.  Dr.  Tischendorf  and  Dr. 
Westcott'^  stand  almost  alone  in  advancing  this  passage  as  evidence 


*  Quemadmodum  cuuUvi  a  qtiodam  presbytero,  qui  audierat  ab  his  qui 
apostolos  inderant,  et  ab  his  qui  didicerant,  etc.  {Adv,  Har.,  iv.  27,  §  I  ;  cf. 
§  2  ;  30,  §  I ).  This  has  been  variously  conjectured  to  be  a  reference  to  Poly- 
carp,  Papias,  and  Pothinus,  his  pwedecessor  at  Lyons  ;  but  it  is  admitted  by  all 
to  be  impossible  to  decide  upon  the  point. 

^  Hujusrttodi  quoque  de  duobus  testantentis  senior  apostolorum  discipulus 
dispittabaty  etc.  {Adv.  Hcer,^  iv.  32,  §  i). 

3  Adv,  ffar.,v,  5,  §  i.  -•  lb.,  iii.  21,  §§  3,  4. 

5  lb,,  i.  23,  §  I  ;  iii.  lo,  §  I  ;  14,  §  I.     *  lb.,  iii.  10,  §  6.      »  lb.,  iii.  15,  §  4. 

®  In  the  New  Testament  the  term  Presbyter  is  even  used  in  reference  to 
Patriarchs  and  Prophets  (Heb.  xL  2 ;  cf .  Matt.  xv.  2,  Mark  vii.  3,  5). 

9  With  regard  to  the  Presbyters  quoted  by  Irenaeus  generally.  Cf.  Routh, 
Reliq.  Sacra,  i.,  p.  47  f. 

"  Dr.  Westcott  affirms :  "  In  addition  to  the  Gospels  of  St.  Matthew  and 
St.  Mark,  Papias  appears  to  have  been  acquainted  with  the  Gospel  of 
St.  John. "(3)  He  sayi  no  more,  and  offers  no  evidence  for  this  assertion 
in  the  text.  There  are  two  notes,  however,  on  the  same  page,  which 
we  shall  now  quote,  the  second  being  that  to  which  (3)  above  refers.  "  '  No 
conclusion  can  be  drawn  from  Eusebius*  silence  as  to  express  testimonies  of 
Papias  to  the  Gospel  of  St.  John,  as  we  are  ignorant  of  his  special  plan,  and 
the  title  of  his  book  shows  that  it  was  not  intended  to  include  *  all  the  oracles 
of  the  Lord  *  (see  p.  61,  note  2)."  The  second  note  is  :  **  3  There  is  also  (I  ?) 
an  allusion  to  it  in  the  quotation  from  the  *  Elders  *  found  in  Irenaeus  (lib.  v. 
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that  either  Papias  or  his  Presbyters  were  acquainted  with  the 
fourth  Gospel ;  and  this  renders  the  statement  which  is  made  by 
them  without  any  discussion  all  the  more  indefensible.  Scarcely 
a  single  writer,  however  apologetic,  seriously  cites  it  amongst  the 
external  testimonies  for  the  early  existence  of  the  Gospel,  and  the 
few  who  do  refer  to  the  passage  merely  mention,  in  order  to 
abandon,  it.  So  far  as  the  question  as  to  whether  the  fourth 
Gospel  was  mentioned  in  the  work  of  Papias  is  concerned,  the 
passage  has  practically  never  entered  into  the  controversy  at  all, 
the  great  mass  of  critics  having  recognised  that  it  is  of  no 
evidential  value,  and,  by  common  consent,  tacitly  excluded 
it.  It  is  admitted  that  the  Bishop  of  Hierapolis  cannot  be 
shown  to  have  known  the  fourth  Gospel,  and  the  majority  affirm 
that  he  actually  was  not  acquainted  with  it.  Being,  therefore,  so 
completely  detached  from  Papias,  it  is  obvious  that  the  passage 
does  not  in  any  way  assist  the  fourth  Gospel,  but  becomes  assign- 
able to  vague  tradition,  and  subject  to  the  cumulative  force  of 
objections,  which  prohibit  an  early  date  being  ascribed  to  so  in- 
definite a  reference. 

Before  passing  on  there  is  one  other  point  to  mention  :  Andrew 
of  Cgesarea,  in  the  preface  to  his  Commentary  on  the  Apocalypse^ 
mentions  that  Papias  maintained  "  the  credibility  "  (rb  o^ioTrorrov) 
of  that  book,  or,  in  other  words,  its  apostolic  origin.'  His 
strcwig  millenarian  opinions  would  naturally  make  such  a  composi- 
tion stand  high  in  his  esteem,  if  indeed  it  did  not  materially  con- 
tribute to  the  formation  of  his  views,  which  is  still  more  probable. 
Apologists  admit  the  genuineness  of  this  statement ;  nay,  claim  it 
as  undoubted  evidence  of  the  acquaintance  of  Papias  with  the 


ad.  f.)  which  probably  was  taken  from  Papias  (fr.  v.  Routh  et  Nott.).  The 
Latin  passage  containing  a  reference  to  the  Gospel  which  is  published  as  a 
fragment  of  *  Papias'  by  Grabe  and  Roath  (fir.  xi. )  is  taken  firom  the  *  Dictionary' 
of  a  mediaeval  Papias  quoted  bv  Grabe  upon  the  passage,  and  not  from  the 
present  Papias.  The  *  Dictionary' exists  in  MS.  both  at  Oxford  and  Cambridge. 
I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  a  friend  for  this  explanation  of  what  seemed 
to  be  a  strange  forgery"  (0«  the  Canon,  p.  65).  The  note  2,  p.  61,  referred  to 
in  note  2  quoted  above,  says  on  this  subject:  "The  passage  quoted  by  Irenaeus 
from  *  the  Elders '  may  probably  be  taken  as  a  specimen  of  his  style  of  inter- 
pretation "  (!),  and  then  follows  a  quotation,  **as  the  Presbyters  say,"  down 
**to  many  mansions."  Dr.  Westcott  then  continues:  **  Indeed,  from  the 
similar  mode  of  introducing  the  story  of  the  vine  which  Is  afterwards  referred 
to  Papias,  it  is  reasonable  to  conjecture  that  this  interpretation  is  one  from 
Papias'  Exposition.''''  We  have  given  the  whole  of  the  ^ssages  to  show  how 
little  evidence  there  is  for  the  statement  which  is  made.  The  isolated  assertion 
in  the  text,  which  is  all  that  most  readers  would  see,  is  supported  by  no  better 
testimony  than  that  in  the  preceding  note  inserted  at  the  foot  of  an  earlier 
page. 

*  Andreas,  ProUg,  in  Apocalypsin  ;  Routh,  Rel,  Sacra,  i.,  p.  15. 
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Apocalypse.'  Dr.  Westcott,  for  instance,  says :  "  He  maintained, 
moreover,  *the  divine  inspiration'  of  the  Apocalypse,  and  com- 
mented, at  least,  upon  part  of  it.""  He  must,  therefore,  have 
recognised  the  book  as  the  work  of  the  Apostle  John,  and  we  shall, 
hereafter,  show  that  it  is  impossible  that  the  author  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse was  the  author  of  the  Gospel ;  therefore,  in  this  way  also, 
Papias  is  a  witness  against  the  Apostolic  origin  of  the  fourth 
Gospel. 

We  must  now  turn  to  the  Clementine  Homilies^  although,  as  we 
have  shown,3  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  date  of  this  spurious  work, 
and  the  late  period  which  must  undoubtedly  be  assigned  to  its 
composition,  render  its  evidence  of  very  little  value  for  the 
canonical  Gospels.  The  passages  pcnnted  out  in  the  Homilies  as 
indicating  acquaintance  with  the  fourth  Gospel  were  long  advanced 
with  hesitation,  and  were  generally  felt  to  be  inconclusive;  but  on  the 
discovery  of  the  concluding  portion  of  the  work,  and  its  publica- 
tion by  Dressel  in  1853,  it  was  foimd  to  contain  a  passage  which 
apologists  now  claim  as  decisive  evidence  of  the  use  of  the  Gospel, 
and  which  even  succeeded  in  converting  some  independent  critics.** 
Tischendorf^  and  Dr.  Westcott,^  in  the  few  lines  devoted  to  the 
Clementines^  do  not  refer  to  the  earlier  proof  passages,  but  rely 
entirely  upon  that  last  discovered.  With  a  view,  however,  to 
making  the  whole  of  the  evidence  clear,  we  shall  give  all  of  the 
supposed  allusions  to  the  fourth  Gospel,  confronting  them  with  the 
text.     The  first  is  as  follows  : — 


HoM.  HI.  52. 

Wherefore  he,  being  the  true  pro- 
phet, said : 

I  am  the  gate  of  life :  he  coming  in 
through  me  cometh  in  unto  life,  as 
there  is  no  other  teaching  which  is  able 
to  save. 

Aid  rwro  airrbs  dXiy^j}?  S)f  irpofpi^s 
fXeyev- 

'B^ti  elfu  ij  iriJXi;  t^j  fun;?*  6  3t*  ifiov 
€Ur€prx6fi.cvos  eUr^pxcrai  els  ttip  fwi^i' 
wj  oj)/c  otftnyy  iripas  riji  auy^eiy  dvva- 
fUvrjt  8t8aaKa\lai. 


John  x.  9. 


I  am  the  door  (of  the  sheepfold) ;  if 
anyone  enter  through  me  he  shall  be 
saved,  and  shall  go  in  and  shall  go  out 
and  shall  find  pasture. 


*E7(i  elfu  if  06fHi'  3t'  ifioO  i6»  rts 
clfffKdiQf  <r(a$ija€Tai,  Kal  eUreXeiLHreTat 
Kal  i^eXe^fferai  Kal  pofirjv  evpi^ffei. 


*  LUcke,  Eiu/,  Offend.  Joh.^  1852,  ii.,  p.  526  ;  Ewald,  Die  Joh.  Schriften^ 
"•>P-37if-;  Guencke,  6^^jaw///<^jrA.  N.  71,  p.  536;  Tischendorf,  Wann 
wurden,  u.  s.  w.,  p.  116,  etc. 

»  On  the  Canony  p.  65.  3  p.  300  f. 

^  Hilgenfeld,  who  had  maintained  that  the  Ciemeniims  did  not  use  the 
fourth  Gospel,  was  induced  by  the  passage  to  which  we  refer  to  admit  its  use. 
Cf.  Die  Ew,  Justin^ s,  p.  385  f.  ;  Die  Evangelien^  p.  346  f.  ;  Der  Kanon,  p.  29 ; 
Theol.  Jahrb.y  1854,  p.  534,  anm.  i  ;  Zeitschr.  wiss,  TheoL,  1865,  p.  338. 
Volkmar  is  inclined  to  the  same  opinion,  although  not  with  the  same  decision. 


Theol.  Tahrb.,  1854,  p.  448  f. 
5  Wann  wurden^  «.  s.  z&.,  p.  90  f. 


^  On  the  Canon,  p.  252. 
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The  first  point  which  is  apparent  here  is  that  there  is  a  total 
difference  both  in  the  language  and  real  meaning  of  these  two 
passages.  The  Homily  uses  the  word  wvkrf  instead  of  the  ^/w 
of  the  Gospel,  and  speaks  of  the  gate  of  life  instead  of  the 
door  of  the  Sheepfold.  We  have  already'  discussed  the  passage 
in  the  Shepherd  of  Hermas,  in  which  similar  reference  is  made  to 
the  gate  (wvXty)  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  need  not  here 
repeat  our  argument.  In  Matt.  vii.  13,  14  we  have  the  direct 
description  of  the  gate  (irvX?;)  which  leads  to  life  (d%  Ty\v  ^^v\ 
and  we  have  elsewhere  quoted  the  Messianic  Psalm  cxviii.  19,  20: 
"  This  is  the  gate  of  the  Lord  (avny  \\  irvkrf  rov  Kvpiov) ;»  the 
righteous  shall  enter  into  it."  In  another  place  the  author  of  the 
Homilies^  referring  to  a  passage  parallel  to,  but  differing  from, 
Matt,  xxiii.  2,  which  we  have  elsewhere  considered,  3  and  which  is 
derived  from  a  Gospel  different  from  ours,  says :  "  Hear  them 
(Scribes  and  Pharisees  who  sit  upon  Moses's  seat),  he  said,  as 
entrusted  with  the  key  of  the  kingdom  which  is  knowledge,  which 
alone  is  able  to  open  the  gate  of  life  (iruX?;  -njs  Ct«>^s),  through 
which  alone  is  the  entrance  to  Eternal  life."*  Now,  in  the  very 
next  chapter  to  that  in  which  the  saying  which  we  are  discussing 
occurs,  a  very  few  lines  after  it,  indeed,  we  have  the  following 
passage  :  **  Indeed,  he  said  further :  *  I  am  he  concerning  whom 
Moses  prophesied,  saying:  *a  prophet  shall  the  Lord  our  God 
raise  up  to  you  from  among  your  brethren  as  also  (he  raised)  me ; 
hear  ye  him  regarding  all  things,  but  whosoever  will  not  hear  that 
prophet  he  shall  die.'  "5  There  is  no  such  saying  in  the  canonical 
Gospels  or  other  books  of  the  New  Testament  attributed  to 
Jesus,  but  a  quotation  from  Deuteronomy  xviii.  15  f.,  materially 
different  from  this,  occurs  twice  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  once 
being  put  into  the  mouth  of  Peter  applied  to  Jesus,^  and  the 
second  time  also  applied  to  him,  being  quoted  by  Stephen.7  It  is 
quite  clear  that  the  writer  is  quoting  from  uncanonical  sources, 
and  here  is  another  express  declaration  regarding  himself:  "I  am 
he,"  etc.,  which  is  quite  in  the  spirit  of  the  preceding  passage 
which  we  are  discussing,  and  probably  derived  from  the  same 
source.  In  another  place  we  find  the  following  argument : "  But 
the  way  is  the  manner  of  life,  as  also  Moses  says:  *  Behold  I  have 
set  before  thy  face  the  way  of  life,  and  the  way  of  death  ^f  and  in 
agreement  the  teacher  said :  *  Enter  ye  through  the  narrow  and 
straitened  way  through  which  ye  shall  enter  into  life';  and  in 
another  place,  a  certain  person  inquiring,  *  What  shall  I  do  to 
inherit  eternal  life  ?*  he  intimated  the  Commandments  of  the 
Law. "9     It  has  to  be  observed  that  the  Homilies  teach  the  doctrine 

'  P.  438  f.  ""  Ps.  cxvii.  20,  Sept.  3  P.  308  f. 

*  Horn.,  iii.  18.  s  /j.^  iji.  53.  *  ^^^  jjj^  22. 

7  /*.,  vii.  37.  ^  Deut.  xxx.  15.  '  <^w.,  xviii.  17. 
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that  the  spirit  in  Jesus  Christ  had  already  appeared  in  Adam,  and 
by  a  species  of  transmigration  passed  through  Moses  and  the 
Patriarchs  and  prophets  :  "  who  from  the  beginning  of  the  world, 
changing  names  and  forms,  passes  through  Time  {rhv  aUova  r/acx^*), 
until,  attaining  his  own  seasons,  being  on  account  of  his  labours 
anointed  by  the  mercy  of  God,  he  shall  have  rest  for  ever."' 
Just  in  the  same  way,  therefore,  as  the  Homilies  represent  Jesus 
as  quoting  a  prophecy  of  Moses,  and  altering  it  to  a  personal 
declaration,  "  I  am  the  prophet,"  etc.,  so  here  again  they  make 
him  adopt  this  saying  of  Moses  and,  "  being  the  true  prophet," 
declare  :  "  I  am  the  gate  or  the  way  of  life  " — inculcating  the 
same  commandments  of  the  law  which  the  Gospel  of  the  Homilies 
represents  Jesus  as  coming  to  confirm  and  not  to  abolish.  The 
whole  system  of  doctrine  of  the  Clementines^  as  we  shall  presently 
see,  indicated  here  even  by  the  definition  of  "  the  true  prophet," 
is  so  fundamentally  opposed  to  that  of  the  fourth  Gospel  that 
there  is  no  reasonable  ground  for  supposing  that  the  author  made 
use  of  it ;  and  this  brief  saying,  varying  as  it  does  in  language  and 
sense  from  the  parallel  in  the  Gospel,  cannot  prove  acquaintance 
with  it.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  author  of  the 
fourth  Gospel,  who  most  undeniably  derived  mateiials  from  earlier 
Evangelical  works,  may  have  drawn  from  a  source  likewise  used 
by  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,  and  thence  many 
analogies  might  well  be  presented  with  quotations  from  that  or 
kindred  Gospels.  We  find,  further,  this  community  of  source  in 
the  fact  that  in  the  fourth  Gospel,  without  actual  quotation,  there 
is  a  reference  to  Moses,  and,  no  doubt,  to  the  very  passage  (Deut 
xviiL  15)  which  the  Gospel  of  the  Clementines  puts  into  the 
mouth  of  Jesus,  John  v.  46 :  "  For  had  ye  believed  Moses  ye 
would  believe  me,  for  he  wrote  of  me."  Whilst  the  Ebionite 
Gospel  gave  prominence  to  this  view  of  the  case,  the  dogmatic 
system  of  the  Logos  Gospel  did  not  permit  of  more  than  mere 
reference  to  it. 

The  next  passage  pointed  out  as  derived  from  the  Johannine 
Gospel  occurs  in  ti^e  same  chapter :  **  My  sheep  hear  my  voice." 


John  x.  27. 
^ara  tA  ^/aA  t^j  ifurp^ji  fiov 


HOM.  HI.  52. 
TA    ifid   Tpd^ara    dKO^ei   TTJi    ifirjs 

There  was  no  more  common  representation  amongst  the  Jew^s 
of  the  relation  between  God  and  his  people  than  that  of  a  Shepherd 
and  his  sheep,^  nor  any  more  current  expression  than  "  hearing 
his  voice."  This  brief  anonymous  saying  was  in  all  probability 
derived  from  the  same  source  as  the  preceding,  which  cannot  be 

*  Hornby  Hi.  20. 

'  Cf.  I^ah  xl.  II;  liii.  6 ;  Ezek.  xxxiv. ;  Zech.  xi. ;  Hebrews  xiii.  20. 
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identified  with  the  fourth  Gospel.  Tradition,  and  the  acknow- 
ledged existence  of  other  written  records  of  the  teaching  of  Jesus, 
oppose  any  exclusive  claim  to  this  fragmentary  saying. 

We  have  already  discussed  the  third  passage  regarding  the  new 
birth  in  connection  with  Justin,'  and  may  therefore  pass  on  to  the 
last  and  most  important  passage,  to  which  we  have  referred  as 
contained  in  the  concluding  portion  of  the  Homilies  first  published 
by  Dressel  in  1853.  We  subjoin  it  in  contrast  with  the  parallel  in 
the  fourth  Gospel : — 

John  ix.  1-3. 

And  as  he  was  passing  by,  he  saw 
a  man  blind  from  birth. 

2.  And  his  discipley^  asked  him 
saying :  Rabbi,  who  sinned,  this  man 
or  his  parents  that  he  should  be  born 
blind? 

3.  Jesus  answered,  Neither  this  man 
sinned,  nor  his  parents,  but  that  the 
works  of  God  might  be  made  manifest 
in  him. 

I.  Ka2  Tapi.y<jiP  etSev  aivOptairov 
Tv<p\6y  iK  yeycTTji.  2.  Kal  iipihrriaav 
wirhv     ol     fxaOffral     avrov    \4yopref 

auTOUf  tua  Tv<p\di  y€yyri$-j ;  3.  'AT€Kf>l$7f 
*Irf<Tovs'  O^Jre  oirroi  ijfiafn'ef  otfre  ol 
yoveis  avTov.  dXX'  tva  i^vefxady '  rA 
ipya  Tw  deov  4v  avVfp. 


HoM.  XIX.  22. 

Wherefore  also  our  Teacher  when 
we  inauired  regarding  the  man  blind 
from  birth  and  whose  sight  was 
restored  by  him  if  this  man  had 
siimed  or  his  parents  that  he  should 
be  born  blind,  answered  in  explana- 
tion :  Neither  this  man  sinned  at  all 
nor  his  parents,  but  that  through 
him  the  power  of  God  might  be  made 
manifest,  healing  the  sins  of  ignorance. 

"Odey  Kai  diSdcTKaXos  Ti^iiav  xcpl  rov 
iK  yeveriji  Trrjpov  Kai  dvapXixf/aifTOi 
xa/)'  airoC  i^erdl^tav  ipiorfynunwy  cl 
offroj  ijftaprer  if  ol  yovcU  airrov,  tva 
TViftXbs  yeyyv^t  dTCKplMoro'  oCre  ohr^i 
Ti  IjfiapTcy,  olh€  ol  yoveis  airroO,  dW 
fva  5i'  a^ov  (fKLveptoOy  17  duvafus  t(A 
dcov  TTfs  dyvolas  lupUprf  rb.  dfiafynfffiara. 


It  is  necessary  that  we  sliould  consider  the  context  of  this  passage 
in  the  Homily,  the  characteristics  of  which  are  markedly  opposed 
to  the  theory  that  it  was  derived  from  the  fourth  Gospel.  We 
must  mention  that,  in  the  ClementineSy  the  Apostle  Peter  is  repre- 
sented as  maintaining  that  the  Scriptures  are  not  all  true,  but  are 
mixed  up  with  what  is  false,  and  that  on  this  account,  and  in  order 
to  inculcate  the  necessity  of  distinguishing  between  the  true  and 
the  false,  Jesus  taught  his  disciples,  "Be  ye  approved  money- 
changers "' — an  injunction  not  found  in  our  Gospels.  One  of  the 
points  which  Peter  denies  is  the  fall  of  Adam — a  doctrine  which, 
as  Neander  remarked,  "he  must   combat  as   blasphemy."^     At 

'  P.  472  f. 

'  Horn, ,  iii.  50,  cf.  9,  42  f. ;  iL  38.  The  author  denies  that  Moses  wrote  the 
Pentateuch  {Hom.f  iii.  47  f.). 

3  Horn.  J  iii.  20  f.,  42  f.,  viii.  10.  **  Die  Lehre  von  einem  Sundenfallc  des 
ersten  Menschen  musste  der  Verfasser  der  Clementitun  als  Gottesldsterung 
bekdmpfen''^  (Neander,  K,  G.^  iL,  p.  612  f.).  The  Jews  at  that  period  held  a 
similar  belief  (Eisenmengcr,  Entd  Judenthumy  i.,  p.  336).  Adam,  according 
to  the  Homilies,  not  only  did  not  sin,  but,  as  a  true  prophet  possessed  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  which  afterwards  was  in  Jesus,  he  was  incapable  of  sin 
(Schliemann,  Die  Clementitun y  pp.  130,  176  f.,  178  f.). 
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the  part  we  are  considering  he  is  discussing  with  Simon — under 
whose  detested  personality,  as  we  have  elsewhere  shown,  the 
Apostle  Paul  is  really  attacked — and  refuting  the  charges  he  brings 
forward  r^arding  the  origin  and  continuance  of  evil.  The  Apostle 
Peter,  in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  asserts  ihat  evil  is  the  same 
as  pain  and  death,  but  that  evil  does  not  exist  eternally,  and, 
indeed,  does  not  really  exist  at  all,  for  pain  and  death  are  only 
accidents  without  permanent  force — pain  is  merely  the  disturbance 
of  harmony,  and  death  nothing  but  the  separation  of  soul  from 
body.'  The  passions  also  must  be  classed  amongst  the  things 
which  are  accidental,  and  are  not  always  to  exist;  but  these, 
although  capable  of  abuse,  are  in  reality  beneficial  to  the  soul 
when  properly  restrained,  and  carry  out  the  will  of  God.  The 
man  who  grves  them  unbridled  course  ensures  his  own  punish- 
ment." Simon  inquires  why  men  die  prematurely  and  diseases 
periodically  come,  and  also  visitations  of  demons  and  of  madness 
and  other  afflictions;  in  reply  to  which  Peter  explains  that  parents, 
by  following  their  own  pleasure  in  all  things  and  neglecting  proper 
sanitary  considerations,  produce  a  multitude  of  evils  for  their 
children,  and  this  either  through  carelessness  or  ignorance.  3 
Then  follows  the  passage  we  are  discussing  ;  "  Wherefore  also  our 
Teacher,"  etc.,  and  at  the  end  of  the  quotation  he  continues: 
"  and  truly  such  suflferings  ensue  in  consequence  of  ignorance "; 
and,  giving  an  instance,*  he  proceeds :  "  Now  the  sufferings  which 
you  before  mentioned  are  the  consequence  of  ignorance,  and 
certainly  not  of  an  evil  act,  which  has  been  committed,"^  etc.  It 
is  quite  apparent  that  the  peculiar  variation  from  the  parallel  in 
the  fourth  Gospel  in  the  latter  part  of  the  quotation  is  not 
accidental,  but  is  the  point  upon  which  the  whole  propriety  of  the 
quotation  depends.  In  the  Gospel  of  the  Clementines  the  man  is 
not  blind  from  his  birth,  "  that  the  works  of  God  might  be  made 
manifest  in  him" — ^a  doctrine  which  would  be  revolting  to  the 
author  of  the  Homilies — but  the  calamity  has  befallen  him  in 
consequence  of  some  error  of  ignorance  on  the  part  of  his  parents 
which  brings  its  punishment ;  and  "  the  power  of  God  "  is  made 
manifest  in  healing  the  sins  of  ignorance.  The  reply  of  Jesus  is  a 
professed  quotation,  and  it  varies  very  substantially  from  the  parallel 

'  Hom.y  xix.  20. 

*  73.,  xix.  21.  According  to  the  author  of  the  Clementines^  evil  is  the 
consequence  of  sin,  and  is,  on  one  hand,  necessary  for  the  punishment  of  sin ; 
but,  on  the  other,  beneficial  as  leading  men  to  improvement  and  upward  pro- 
gress. Suffering  is  represented  as  wholesome,  and  intended  for  the  elevation 
of  man  (cf.  Hom.y  ii.  13  ;  vii.  2  ;  viii.  ii).  Death  was  originally  designed 
for  man,  and  was  not  introduced  by  Adam's  **  fall,"  but  is  really  necessary 
to  nature,  the  Homilist  considers  (cf.  Schliemann,  Die  Clementinen,  p.  177, 
p.  168  f.). 

3  /(^.,  xix.  22.  -♦  Ib.^  xix.  22.  5  7^.,  xix.  22. 
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in  the  Gospel,  presenting  evidently  a  distinctly  different  version  of  the 
episode.  The  substitution  of  mjpos  for  tih^Ao?  in  the  opening  is  also 
significant,  more  especially  as  Justin  likewise  in  his  general  remark, 
which  we  have  discussed,  uses  the  same  word.  Assuming  the  passage 
in  the  fourth  Gospel  to  be  the  account  of  a  historical  episode,  as 
apologists,  of  course,  maintain,  the  case  stands  thus : — The  author 
of  the  HonUUes  introduces  a  narrative  of  a  historical  incident  in 
the  life  of  Jesus,  which  may  have  been,  and  probably  was, 
reported  in  many  early  Gospels  in  language  which,  though 
analogous  to,  is  at  the  same  time  decidedly  different,  in  the  part, 
which  is  a  professed  quotation,  from  that  of  the  fourth  Gospel, 
and  presents  another  and  natural  comment  upon  the  central  event. 
The  reference  to  the  historical  incident  is,  of  course,  no  evidence 
of  dependence  on  the  fourth  Gospel,  which,  although  it  may 
be  the  only  accidentally  surviving  work  which  contains  the 
narrative,  had  no  prescriptive  and  exclusive  property  in  it ;  and  so 
far  from  the  partial  agreement  in  the  narrative  proving  the  use  of 
the  fourth  Gospel,  the  only  remarkable  point  is,  that  all  narratives 
of  the  same  event  and  reports  of  words  actually  spoken  do  not 
more  perfectly  agree,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  very  decided 
variation  in  the  reply  of  Jesus,  according  to  the  Homily,  from  that 
given  in  the  fourth  Gospel  leads  to  the  distinct  presumption  that 
it  is  not  the  source  of  the  quotation. 

It  is  unreasonable  to  assert  that  such  a  reference,  without 
the  slightest  indication  of  the  source  from  which  the  author 
derived  his  information,  must  be  dependent  on  one  particular 
woric,  more  especially  when  the  part  which  is  given  as  distinct 
quotation  substantially  differs  from  the  record  in  that  work.  We 
have  already  illustrated  this  on  several  occasions,  and  may  once 
more  offer  an  instance.  If  the  first  Synoptic  had  unfortunately 
perished,  like  so  many  other  gospels  of  the  early  Church,  and  in 
the  Clementines  we  met  with  the  quotation,  "  Blessed  are  the  poor 
in  spirit,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven "  (Maica/)to4  ol 
TTTCtfxol  T^  vvevimri,  ot4  avrcov  eoTiv  ij  PcuriXeia  twv  oi'pavwv), 
apologists  would  certainly  assert,  according  to  the  principle  upon 
which  they  act  in  the  present  case,  that  this  quotation  was  clear 
evidence  of  the  use  of  Luke  vi.  20,  "  Blessed  are  ye  poor,  for 
yours  is  the  kingdom  of  God"  (Mewco^tot  ol  tttwxo*,  oti 
v/ACTc/xu  orrtv  rf  jScurtXcui  rov  ^cov),  more  especially  as  a  few 
codices  actually  insert  r(^  wcv/iaTt,  the  slight  variations  being 
merely  ascribed  to  free  quotation  from  memory.  In  point  of  fact, 
however,  the  third  Synoptic  might  not  at  the  time  have  been  in 
existence,  and  the  quotation  might  have  been  derived,  as  it  is, 
from  Matt.  v.  3.  Nothing  is  more  certain  and  undeniable  than 
the  fact  that  the  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel  made  use  of  materials 
derived  from  oral  tradition  and  earlier  records  for  its  composition. 
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It  is  equally  undeniable  that  other  gospels  had  access  to  the  same 
materials,  and  made  use  of  them ;  and  a  comparison  of  our  three 
Synoptics  renders  very  evident  the  community  of  materials,  includ- 
ing the  use  of  the  one  by  the  other,  as  well  as  the  diversity  of 
literary  handling  to  which  those  materials  were  subjected.  It  is 
impossible  with  reason  to  deny  that  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
Hebrews,  for  instance,  as  well  as  other  earlier  evangelical  works 
now  lost,  may  have  drawn  from  the  same  sources  as  the 
fourth  Gospel,  and  that  narratives  derived  from  the  one  may 
present  analogies  with  the  other  whilst  still  perfectly  independent 
of  it.  Whatever  private  opinion,  therefore,  any  one  may  form  as 
to  the  source  of  the  anonymous  quotations  which  we  have  been 
considering,  it  is  evident  that  they  are  totally  insufficient  to  prove 
that  the  author  of  the  ClemenHne  Homilies  must  have  made  use  of 
the  fourth  Gospel,  and  consequently  they  do  not  establish  even 
the  contemporary  existence  of  that  work.  If  such  quotations, 
moreover,  could  be  traced  with  fifty  times  greater  probability  to 
the  fourth  Gospel,  it  is  obvious  that  they  could  do  nothing  towards 
establishing  its  historical  character  and  apostolic  origin. 

Leaving,  however,  the  few  and  feeble  analogies  by  which  apolo- 
gists vaii5y  seek  to  establish  the  existence  of  the  fourth  Gospel 
and  its  use  by  the  author  of  the  Pseudo-Clementine  HonUUes^  and 
considering  the  question  for  a  moment  from  a  wider  point  of  view, 
the  results  already  attained  are  more  than  confirmed.  The  doc- 
trines held  and  strongly  enunciated  in  the  Clementines  seem  to  us 
to  exclude  the  supposition  that  the  author  can  have  made  use  of  a 
work  so  fundamentally  at  variance  with  all  his  views  as  the  fourth 
Gospel,  and  it  is  certain  that,  holding  those  opinions,  he  could 
hardly  have  regarded  such  a  Gospel  as  an  apostolic  and  authorita- 
tive document.  Space  will  not  permit  our  entering  adequately 
into  this  argument,  and  we  must  refer  our  readers  to  works  more 
immediately  devoted  to  the  examination  oi  th^  Hontilies  for  a  close 
analysis  of  their  dogmatic  teaching  ;  but  we  may  in  the  briefest 
manner  point  out  some  of  their  more  prominent  doctrines  in 
contrast  with  those  of  the  Johannine  Gospel. 

One  of  the  leading  and  most  characteristic  ideas  of  the 
Clementine  Homilies  is  the  essential  identity  of  Judaism  and 
Christianity.  Christ  revealed  nothing  new  with  regard  to  God, 
but  promulgated  the  very  same  truth  concerning  him  as 
Adam,  Moses,  and  the  Patriarchs,  and  the  right  belief  is  that 
Moses  and  Jesus  were  essentially  one  and  the  same.'  Indeed, 
it  may  be  said  that  the  teaching  of  the  Homilies  is  more  Jewish 
than  Christian.  In  the  preliminary  Epistle  of  the  Apostle  Peter 
to  the  Apostle  James,  when  sending  the  book,  Peter  entreats  that 


Horn. ,  xvii.  4 ;  xviii.  14 ;  viii.  6. 
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James  will  not  give  it  to  any  of  the  Gentiles,*  and  James  says : 
"Necessarily  and  rightly  our  Peter  reminded  us  to  take  pre- 
cautions for  the  security  of  the  truth,  that  we  should  not  com- 
municate the  books  of  his  preachings,  sent  to  us,  indiscriminately 
to  all,  but  to  him  who  is  good  and  discreet  and  chosen  to  teach, 
and  who  is  circumcised^^  being  faithful,"3  etc.  Clement  also  is 
represented  as  describing  his  conversion  to  Christianity  in  the 
following  terms :  "  For  this  cause  I  fled  for  refuge  to  the  Holy 
God  and  Law  of  the  Jews,  with  faith  in  the  certain  conclusion 
that,  by  the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  both  the  T^w  is  pre- 
scribed and  the  soul  beyond  doubt  everywhere  receives  the 
desert  of  its  actions."-*  Peter  recommends  the  inhabitants  of 
Tyre  to  follow  what  are  really  Jewish  rites,  and  to  hear  "  as  the 
God-fearing  Jews  have  heard. "s  The  Jew  has  the  same  truth  as 
the  Christian  :  "  For  as  there  is  one  teaching  by  both  (Moses  and 
Jesus),  God  accepts  him  who  believes  either  of  these.  "*^  The 
Law  was  in  fact  given  by  Adam  as  a  true  prophet  knowing  all 
things,  and  it  is  called  "  Eternal,"  and  neither  to  be  abrogated  by 
enemies  nor  falsified  by  the  impious.7  The  author,  therefore, 
protests  against  the  idea  that  Christianity  is  any  new  thing,  and 
insists  that  Jesus  came  to  confirm,  not  abrogate,  the  Mosaic  I^w.^ 
On  the  other  hand,  the  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel  represents 
Christianity  in  strong  contrast  and  antagonism  to  Judaism.  In 
his  antithetical  system,  the  religion  of  Jesus  is  opposed  to 
Judaism  as  well  as  all  other  belief,  as  light  to  darkness  and  life  to 
death.9  The  Law  which  Moses  gave  is  treated  as  merely  national, 
and  neither  of  general  application  nor  intended  to  be  permanent, 
being  only  addressed  to  the  Jews.  It  is  perpetually  referred  to 
as  the  "  Law  of  the  Jews,"  "  your  Law  " — and  the  Jewish  festivals 
as  Feasts  of  the  Jews ;  and  Jesus  neither  held  the  one  in  any 
consideration  nor  did  he  scruple  to  show  his  indifference  to  the 
other.'®  The  very  name  of  "  the  Jews,"  indeed,  is  used  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  enemies  of  Christ."  The  religion  of  Jesus  is 
not  only  absolute,  but  it  communicates  knowledge  of  the  Father 
which  the  Jews  did  not  previously  possess.*^  The  inferiority  of 
Mosaism  is  everywhere  represented  :  "  And  out  of  his  fulness  all 
we  received,  and  grace  for  grace.     Because  the  Law  was  given 

'  Ep,  Petri  ad  Jacob,,  §  I.  '  Cf.  Galatians  ii.  7. 

3  Contestation  §1.  •♦  Horn.,  iv.  22. 

5  lb,,  vii.  4 ;  df.  ii.  19,  20;  xiii.  4.  *»  lb.,  viii.  6,  cf.  7. 

7  Ib,y  viii.  10.  ^  Ib.y  iii.  51. 

9  John  xii.  46 ;  i.  4,  5,  7  f.;  iii.  19-21  ;  v.  24 ;  viii.   12  ;  ix.  5 ;    xii.  35  f.; 
xiv.  6. 

***  /*.,  ii.  13  ;  iv.  20  f.;  v.  i,  16,  18;  vi.  4  ;  vii.  2,  19,  22;   viii.   17;  ix.   16, 
28,  29;  x.  34;  XV.  25,  etc. 
"  lb,,  vi.  42,  52,  etc. 

"  lb,,  i.  18 ;  viii.  19,  31  f.,  54,  55  ;  xv.  2i  f.;  xvii.  25,  26. 
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through  Moses;  grace  and  truth  came  through  Jesus  Christ."' 
"  Verily,  verily  I  say  unto  you :  Moses  did  not  give  you  the  bread 
from  Heaven,  but  my  Father  giveth  you  the  true  bread  from 
heaven."^  The  fundamental  difference  of  Christianity  from 
Judaism  will  further  appear  as  we  proceed. 

The  most  essential  principle  of  the  Clementines^  again,  is  Mono- 
theism —  the  absolute  oneness  of  God  —  which  the  author 
vehemently  maintains  as  well  against  the  ascription  of  divinity  to 
Christ  as  against  heathen  Polytheism  and  the  Gnostic  theory  of 
the  Demiurge  as  distinguished  from  the  Supreme  God.  Christ 
not  only  is  not  God,  but  he  never  asserted  himself  to  be  so.3  He 
wholly  ignores  the  doctrine  of  the  Logos,  and  his  speculation  is 
confined  to  the  Scm^mi,  the  Wisdom  of  Proverbs  viii.,  etc.,  and  is, 
as  we  shall  see,  at  the  same  time  a  less  developed  and  very 
different  doctrine  from  that  of  the  fourth  Gospel.^  The  idea  of  a 
hypostatic  Trinity  seems  to  be  quite  unknown  to  him,  and  would 
have  been  utterly  abhorrent  to  his  mind  as  sheer  Polytheism.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  fourth  Gospel  proclaims  the  doctrine  of  a 
hypostatic  Trinity  in  a  more  advanced  form  than  any  other  writing 
of  the  New  Testament.  It  is,  indeed,  the  fundamental  principle 
of  the  work,  as  the  doctrine  of  the  I^gos  is  its  most  characteristic 
feature.  In  the  beginning  the  Word  not  only  was  with  God,  but 
"the  Word  was  God"  (d^  ^v  o  Aoyos).^  He  is  the  "only 
begotten  God  "  (jiovoyevrfs  ^eos),^  and  his  absolutely  divine  nature 
is  asserted  both  by  the  Evangelist  and  in  express  terms  in  the 
discourses  of  Jesus.7  Nothing  could  be  more  opposed  to  the 
principles  of  the  Clementines, 

According  to  the  Homilies^  the  same  Spirit,  the  2o<^ia, 
appeared  in  Adam,  Enoch,  Noah,  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob,  Moses, 
and  finally  in  Jesus,  who  are  the  only  "  true  prophets,"  and  are 
called  the  seven  Pillars  (hrrh,  vtv\oC)  of  the  world.®  These 
seven  persons,  therefore,  are  identical,  the  same  true  Prophet  and 
Spirit  "  who  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  changing  names  and 
forms,  passes  through  time, "9  and  these  men  were  thus  essentially 
the  same  as  Jesus.  As  Neander  rightly  observes,  the  author  of 
the  Homilies  "  saw  in  Jesus  a  new  appearance  of  that  Adam  whom 
he  had  ever  venerated  as  the  source  of  all  the  true  and  divine  in 
man."'®  We  need  not  point  out  how  different  these  views  are  from 

'  John  i.  i6,  17 ;  cf.  x.  i,  8.  »  /<^.,  vi.  32  f.  3  Hom.^  xvi.  15  f. 

^  Cf.  Domer,  Lehre  Pers.  Christie  i.,  p.  334.  s  John  L  i. 

*  Ib.^  i.  18.  This  is  the  reading  of  the  Cod.  Sinaiticusy  of  the  Cod  Vati- 
canuSi  and  Cod.  C,  as  well  as  of  other  ancient  MSS.,  and  it  must  be  accepted 
as  the  best  authenticated. 

T  Ib,/\,  2\  V.  17  f.  ;  X.  30  f.,  38 ;  xiv.  7  f.,  23;  xvii.  5,  21  f.,  etc. 

^  Hom,y  iii.  20  f.  ;  ii.  15 ;  viii.  10 ;  xvii.  4 ;  xviii.  14. 

9  lb,,  iii.  20.  '°  K.  G.,  ii.,  p.  622  ;  cf.  Ifom,,  iiL  18  f. 
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the  Logos  doctrine  of  the  fourth  Gospel.  In  other  points  there  is 
an  equally  wide  gulf  between  the  Clementines  and  the  fourth 
Gospel.  According  to  the  author  of  the  HonUlies^  the  chief  dogma 
of  true  religion  is  Monotheism.  Belief  in  Christ,  in  the  specific 
Johannine  sense,  is  nowhere  inculcated,  and  where  belief  is  spoken 
of  it  is  merely  belief  in  God.  No  dogmatic  importance  whatever 
is  attached  to  faith  in  Christ  or  to  his  sufferings,  death,  and  resur- 
rection, and  of  the  doctrines  of  Atonement  and  Redemption  there 
is  nothing  in  the  Homilies — everyone  must  make  his  own  recon- 
ciliation with  God,  and  bear  the  punishment  of  his  own  sins.'  On 
the  other  hand,  the  representation  of  Jesus  as  the  Lamb  of  God 
taking  away  the  sins  of  the  world^  is  the  very  basis  of  the  fourth 
Gospel.  The  passages  are  innumerable  in  which  belief  in  Jesus  is 
msisted  upon  as  essential.  "  He  that  beUeveth  in  the  Son  hath 
eternal  life,  but  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son  shall  not  see  life, 

but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him  "3 "  for  if  ye  believe  not 

that  I  am  he,  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins."^  In  fact,  the  whole  of 
Christianity,  according  to  the  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  is  con- 
centrated in  the  possession  of  faith  in  Christ.s  Belief  in  God 
alone  is  never  held  to  be  sufficient ;  belief  in  Christ  is  necessary 
for  salvation ;  he  died  for  the  sins  of  the  world,  and  is  the  object 
of  faith,  by  which  alone  forgiveness  and  justification  before  God 
can  be  secured.  The  same  discrepancy  is  apparent  in  smaller 
details.  In  the  Clementines  the  Apostle  Peter  is  the  principal 
actor,  and  is  represented  as  the  chief  amongst  the  Aposdes.  In 
the  Epistie  of  Clement  to  James,  which  precedes  the  Homilies^ 
Peter  is  described  in  the  following  terms:  "Simon,  who,  on 
account  of  his  true  faith  and  of  the  principles  of  his  doctrine, 
which  were  most  sure,  was  appointed  to  be  the  foundation  of  the 
Church ;  and  for  this  reason  his  name  was  by  the  unerring  voice  of 
Jesus  himself  changed  to  Peter ;  the  first-fruit  of  our  Lord  ;  the  first 
of  the  Apostles;  to  whom  first  the  Father  revealed  the  son  ;  whom 
the  Christ  deservedly  pronounced  blessed ;  the  called  and  chosen 
and  companion  and  fellow-traveller  (of  Jesus) ;  the  admirable  and 
approved  disciple,  who  as  fittest  of  all  was  commanded  to 
enlighten  the  West,  the  darker  part  of  the  world,  and  was  enabled 
to  guide  it  aright,"  etc.^  He  is  here  represented  as  the  Apostle 
to  the  Heathen,  the  hated  Apostle  Paul  being  robbed  of  that 
honourable  title  ;  and  he  is,  in  the  spirit  of  this  introduction,  made 
to  play,  throughout,  the  first  part  amongst  the  Apostles.     In  the 

*  Hom.y  iii.  6  f.  »  John  i.  29  ;  cf.  iii.  14  f.,  iv.  42,  etc. 
3  Ib.y  iii.  36 ;  cf.  16  f.                            *  Ib.^  viii.  24. 

s  /5.,  iii.  14  f.  ;  V.  24f.  ;  vi.  29,  35  f.,  40,  47,  65;  vii.  38 ;  viii.  24,  51  ; 
ix.  25  f. ;  X.  9,  28 ;  xi.  25  f. ;  xii.  47 ;  xiv.  6 ;  xv.  5  f. ;  xvi.  9 ;  xvii.  2  f.  ; 
XX.  31. 

*  Ep,  Clem,  ad.  Jacobum,  %  i. 
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fourth  Gospel,  however,  he  is  assigned  a  place  quite  secondary  to 
John,  who  is  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved,  and  who  leans  on  his 
bosom.'  We  shall  only  mention  one  other  point.  The  Homilist, 
when  attacking  the  Apostle  Paul,  under  the  name  of  Simon  the 
Magician,  for  his  boast  that  he  had  not  been  taught  by  man,  but 
by  a  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ,  =*  whom  he  had  only  seen  in  a 
vision,  inquires :  "  Why,  then,  did  the  Teacher  remain  and 
discourse  a  whole  year  to  us  who  were  awake,  if  you  became  his 
Apostle  after  a  single  hour  of  instruction  P^'s  As  Neander  aptly 
remarks :  "  If  the  author  had  known  fix)m  the  Johannine 
Gospel  that  the  teaching  of  Christ  had  continued  for  several years^ 
he  would  certainly  have  had  particularly  good  reason  instead  of 
one  year  to  set  severalT^  It  is  obvious  that  an  author  with  so 
vehement  an  animosity  against  Paul  would  assuredly  have 
strengthened  his  argument  by  adopting  the  more  favourable 
statement  of  the  fourth  Gospel  as  to  the  duration  of  the  ministry 
of  Jesus,  had  he  been  acquainted  with  that  work. 

Our  attention  must  now  be  turned  to  the  anonymous  com- 
position known  as  the  Epistle  to  Diogfittus^  general  particulars 
regarding  which  we  have  elsewhere  given,  s  This  Epistle,  it  is 
admitted,  does  not  contain  any  quotation  from  any  evangelical 
work,  but  on  the  strength  of  some  supposed  references  it  is 
claimed  by  apologists  as  evidence  for  the  existence  of  the  fourth 
Gospel.  Tischendorf,  who  only  devotes  a  dozen  lines  to  this 
work,  states  his  case  as  follows  :  "  Although  this  short  apologetic 
Epistle  contains  no  precise  quotation  from  any  gospel,  yet  it 
has  repeated  references  to  evangelical,  and  particularly  to 
Johannine,  passages.  For  when  the  author  writes,  ch.  6 : 
*  Christians  dwell  in  the  world,  but  they  are  not  of  the  world  * ; 
and  in  ch.  lo  :  *  For  God  has  loved  men,  for  whose  sakes  he  made 

the   world to   whom    he   sent    his   only   begotten  Son,'  the 

reference  to  John  xvii.  1 1  (*  But  they  are  in  the  world  ') ;  14  (*  The 
world  hateth  them,  for  they  are  not  of  the  world');  16  (*They 
are  not  of  the  world  as  I  am  not  of  the  world ') ;  and  to  John  iii. 
16  (*  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son '), 
is  hardly  to  be  mistaken."^ 

Dr.  Westcott  still  more  emphatically  claims  the  Epistle  as 
evidence  for  the  fourth  Gospel,  and  we  shall,  in  order  impartially 
to  consider  the  question,  likewise  quote  his  remarks  in  full  upon 

*  Cf.  John  xiii.  23-25  ;  xix.  26  f.;  xx.  2  f.;  xxi.  3  f.,  7,  20  f. 
-  Gal.  i.  12  f.  3  Hom.y  xvii.  19. 

*  K,  G.t  ii.,  p.  624,  anm.  i.  s  p.  320  f. 

*  IVann  wurdetty  u.  s.  tv.,  p.  40.  We  may  mention  that  neither  Tischen- 
dorf nor  Dr.  Westcott  gives  the  Greek  of  any  of  the  passages  pointed  out 
in  the  Epistle,  nor  do  they  give  the  original  text  of  the  parallels  in  the 
Gospel. 
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the  point;  but,  as  he  introduces  his  own  paraphrase  of  the 
context  in  a  manner  which  does  not  properly  convey  its  true 
nature  to  a  reader  who  has  not  the  Epistle  before  him,  we  shall 
take  the  liberty  of  putting  the  actual  quotations  in  italics,  and  the 
rest  must  be  taken  as  purely  the  language  of  Dr.  Westcott.  We 
shall  hereafter  show  also  the  exact  separation  which  exists  between 
phrases  which  are  here,  with  the  mere  indication  of  some 
omission,  brought  together  to  form  the  supposed  references  to  the 
fourth  Gospel.  Dr.  Westcott  says :  "  In  one  respect  the  two 
parts  of  the  book  are  united,*  inasmuch  as  they  both  exhibit  a 
combination  of  the  teaching  of  St.  Paul  and  St.  John.  The  love 
of  God,  it  is  said  in  the  letter  to  Diognetus,  is  the  source  of  love 
in  the  Christian,  who  must  needs  *  love  God  who  thus  first  loved  hint ' 
(ir/aoayair^o-aKra),  and  find  an  expression  for  this  love  by  loving 
his  neighbour,  whereby  he  will  be  *  an  imitator  of  GodJ  *  For 
God  loved  men^  for  whose  sakes  He  made  the  worlds  to  whom  He 

subjected  all  things  that  are  in  the  earth unto  whom  (vpos)  He 

sent  His  only  begotten  Son,  to  whom  He  promised  the  kingdom  in 
heaven  {ttiv  iv  ovpavi}  PcurikiCav),  and  will  give  it  to  those 
who  love  him,^     God's  will  is  mercy ;  *  He  sent  His  Son  as  wishing 

to  save  (<os  <riof<uv) and  not  to  condemn,^  zxid  as  witnesses  of 

this  *  Christiafis  dwell  in  the  world,  though  they  are  not  of  the 
worldy^"^  At  the  close  of  the  paragraph  he  proceeds:  "The 
presence  of  the  teaching  of  St.  John  is  here  placed  beyond  all 
doubt.  There  are,  however,  no  direct  references  to  the  Gospels 
throughout  the  letter,  nor  indeed  any  allusions  to  our  Lord's 
discourses."3 

As  we  have  already  stated,  the  writer  of  the  Epistle  to  Diognetus 
is  unknown  \  Diognetus,  the  friend  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  is 
equally  unknown ;  the  letter  is  neither  mentioned  nor  quoted  by 
any  of  the  Fathers,  nor  by  any  ancient  writer,  and  there  is  no 
external  evidence  as  to  the  date  of  the  composition.     It  existed 

'  This  is  a  reference  to  the  admitted  fact  that  the  first  ten  chapters  are  by  a 
different  author  from  the  writer  of  the  last  two. 

'  On  the  Canon,  p.  77.  Dr.  Westcott  continues,  referring  to  the  later  and 
more  recent  part  of  the  Epistle :  "So  in  the  conclusion  we  read  that  *  the 

Word  who  was  from  the  beginning at   His  appearance  speaking  boldly 

manifested  the  mysteries  of  the  Fa&er  to  those  who  were  judged  faithful  by 
Him.'  And  these  again  to  whom  the  Word  speaks,  *  from  love  of  that  which 
is  revealed  to  them,'  share  their  knowledge  with  others."  It  is  not  necessary 
to  discuss  this,  both  because  of  the  late  date  of  the  two  chapters  and  because 
there  is  certainly  no  reference  at  all  to  the  Gospel  in  the  words.  We  must, 
however,  add  that,  as  the  quotation  is  given,  it  conveys  quite  a  false  impression 
of  the  text.  We  may  just  mention  that  the  phrase  which  Dr.  Westcott  quotes 
as  "the  Word  who  was  from  the  beginning"  is  in  the  text,  **  This  b  he  who 
was  from  the  beginning"  (odrof  6  dx*  dpx^j),  although  "the  Word"  is  in  the 
context,  and  no  doubt  intended. 

3  lb,,  p.  78. 

2K 
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only  in  one  codex,  destroyed  at  Strasburg  during  the  Franco- 
German  war,  the  handwriting  of  which  was  referred  to  the 
thirteenth  or  fourteenth  century  ;  but  it  is  far  from  certain  that  it 
was  so  old.  The  last  two  chapters  are  a  falsification  by  a  later 
writer  than  the  author  of  the  first  ten.  There  is  no  internal 
evidence  in  this  brief  didactic  composition  requiring  or  even 
suggesting  its  assignment  to  the  second  or  third  centuries ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  we  venture  to  assert  that  there  is  evidence,  both 
internal  and  external,  justifying  the  belief  that  it  was  written  at  a 
comparatively  recent  date.  Apart  from  the  uncertainty  of  date, 
however,  there  is  no  allusion  in  it  to  any  Gospel.  Even  if  there 
were,  the  testimony  of  a  letter  by  an  unknown  writer  at  an 
unknown  period  could  not  have  any  weight;  but,  under  the  actual 
circumstances,  the  Epistle  to  Diognetus  furnishes  absolutely  no 
testimony  at  all  for  the  apostolical  origin  and  historical  character 
of  the  fourth  Gospel.* 

The  fulness  with  which  we  have  discussed  the  supposed  testi- 
mony of  Basilides'  renders  it  unnecessary  for  us  to  re-enter  at  any 
length  into  the  argument  as  to  his  knowledge  of  the  fourth  Gospel. 
Tischendorf^  and  Dr.  Westcott^  assert  that  two  passages — namely  : 
"T'he  true  light  which  lighteth  every  man  came  into  the  world,*' 
corresponding  with  John  i.  9  ;  and  :  "  mine  hour  is  not  yet  come," 
agreeing  with  John  ii.  4,  which  are  introduced  by  Hippolytus  in 
his  work  against  Heresiess  with  a  subjectless  <#w/<rt,  "  he  says  " — are 
quotations  made  in  some  lost  work  by  Basilides.  We  have  shown 
that  Hippolytus  and  other  writers  of  his  time  were  in  the  habit  of 
quoting  p)assages  from  works  by  the  founders  of  sects  and  by  their 
later  followers  without  any  distinction,  an  utterly  vague  ^/w/o-i  doing 
service  equally  for  all.  This  is  the  case  in  the  present  instance, 
and  there  is  no  legitimate  reason  for  assigning  these  passages  to 
Basilides  himself,  but,  on  the  contrary,  many  considerations  which 
forbid  our  doing  so,  which  we  have  elsewhere  detailed. 

These  remarks  most  fully  apply  to  Valentinus,  whose  supposed 
quotations  we  have  exhaustively  discussed,^  as  well  as  the  one 
passage  given  by  Hippolytus  containing  a  sentence  found  in  John 
X.  8,7  the  only  one  which  can  be  pointed  out  We  have  distinctly 
proved  that  the  quotations  in  question  are  not  assignable  to 
Valentinus  himself — a  fact  which  even  apologists  admit.  There  is 
no  just  ground  for  asserting  that  his  terminology  was  derived  from 

'  Readers  interested  in  more  minutely  discussing  the  point  whether  the 
Epistle  even  indicates  the  existence  of  the  fourth  Gospel  are  referred  to  the 
complete  edition,  1879,  ii.,  pp.  355-368,  in  which  the  question  was  argued  and 
printed  in  smaller  type. 

»  P.  322  f.  3  Wann  wurden,  u,  j.  w.,  p.  52. 

^  On  the  Canon,  p.  256,  note  3.  s  ^41.  22,  27. 

'  P.  330  f.  ^  Adv.  Hot.,  vi.  35. 
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the  fourth  Gospel,  the  whole  having  been  in  current  use  long 
before  that  Gospel  was  composed.  There  is  no  evidence  whatever 
that  Valentinus  was  acquainted  with  such  a  work. 

We  must  generally  remark,  however,  with  regard  to  Basilides, 
Valentinus,  and  all  such  Heresiarchs  and  writers,  that,  even  if  it 
could  be  shown,  as  actually  it  cannot,  that  they  were  acquainted 
with  the  fourth  Gospel,  the  fact  would  only  prove  the  existence  of 
the  work  at  a  late  period  in  the  second  century,  but  would  furnish 
no  evidence  of  the  slightest  value  regarding  its  apostolic  origin,  or 
towards  establishing  its  historical  value.  On  the  other  hand,  if, 
as  apologists  assert,  these  heretics  possessed  the  fourth  Gospel, 
their  deliberate  and  total  rejection  of  the  work  furnishes  evidence 
positively  antagonistic  to  its  claims.  It  is  difficult  to  decide 
whether  their  rejection  of  the  Gospel  or  their  ignorance  of  its 
existence  is  the  more  unfavourable  alternative. 

The  dilemma  is  the  very  same  in  the  case  of  Marcion.  We 
have  already  fully  discussed  his  knowledge  of  our  Gospels,  and 
need  not  add  anything  here.  It  is  not  pretended  that  he  made 
any  use  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  and  the  only  ground  upon  which  it 
is  argued  that  he  supplies  evidence  even  of  its  existence  is  the 
vague  general  statement  of  Tertullian,  that  Marcion  rejected  the 
Gospels  "  which  are  put  forth  as  genuine,  and  under  the  name  of 
Apostles,  or,  at  least,  of  contemporaries  of  the  Aposdes,"  denying 
their  truth  and  int^;rity,  and  maintaining  the  sole  authority  of  his 
own  Gospel.'  We  have  shown  how  unwarrantable  it  is  to  affirm 
from  such  data  that  Marcion  knew,  and  deliberately  repudiated, 
the  four  canonical  Gospels.  The  Fathers,  with  uncritical  haste 
and  zeal,  assumed  that  the  Gospels  adopted  by  the  Church  at  the 
close  of  the  second  and  begimiing  of  the  third  centimes  must 
equally  have  been  invested  with  canonical  authority  from  the  first, 
and  Tertullian  took  it  for  granted  that  Marcion,  of  whom  he  knew 
very  little,  must  have  actually  rejected  the  four  Gospels  of  his  own 
Canon.  Even  Dr.  Westcott  admits  that  "  it  is  uncertain  whether 
Tertullian  in  the  passage  quoted  speaks  from  a  knowledge  of  what 
Marcion  may  have  written  on  the  subject,  or  simply  from  his  own 
point  of  sight.""  There  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  that  Marcion 
knew  the  fourth  Gospel,  and,  if  he  did,  it  would  be  perfectly  inexplic- 
able that  he  did  not  adopt  it  as  peculiarly  favourable  to  his  own  views. 
If  he  was  acquainted  with  the  work,  and,  nevertheless,  rejected  it 
as  false  and  adulterated,  his  testimony  is  obviously  opposed  to  the 
Apostolic  origin  and  historical  accuracy  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  and 
the  critical  acumen  which  he  exhibited  in  his  selection  of  the 
Pauline  Epistles  renders  his  judgment  of  greater  weight  than  that 
of  most  of  the  Fathers. 

'  Adv,  Marc,  iv.  3,  4.  *  On  the  Canon,  p.  276,  note  i. 
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We  have  now  reached  an  epoch  when  no  evidence  regarding  the 
fourth  Gospel  can  have  much  weight,  and  the  remaining  witnesses 
need  not  detain  us  long. 

We  have  already  discussed  at  length  the  evidence  of  Tatian  in 
connection  with  the  Synoptics,'  and  shall  presently  return  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Diatessaron  as  it  affects  the  fourth  Gospel.  We  have  now 
briefly  to  refer  to  the  address  to  the  Greeks  (Aoyos  Tr/abs^EXXi/vas), 
and  to  ascertain  what  testimony  it  bears  regarding  that  Gospel.  It 
was  composed  after  the  death  of  Justin,  and  scarcely  dates  earlier 
than  the  beginning  of  the  last  quarter  of  the  second  century.  No 
Gospel  and  no  work  of  the  New  Testament  is  mentioned  in  this 
composition,  but  Tischendorf*  and  others  point  out  one  or  two 
supposed  references  to  passages  in  the  fourth  Gospel.  The  first 
of  these  in  order  is  one  indicated  by  Dr.  Westcott,3  but  to  which 
Tischendorf  does  not  call  attention  :  "God  was  in  the  beginning; 
but  we  have  learned  that  the  beginning  is  the  power  of  Reason 
(Scbs  tJv  €1^  a/3XW>  "^^  ^  ^Pyjl^  \6^ov  Svvafxiv  Trap€tXi}^/A€v). 
For  the  Lord  of  the  Universe  (B&nrorrjs  rtov  oAcov)  being  himself  the 
substance  (vTrooroo-t?)  of  all,  in  that  creation  had  not  been  accom- 
plished was  alone,  but  inasmuch  as  he  was  all  power,  and  himself 
the  subtance  of  things  visible  and  invisible,  all  things  were 
with  him  {<rvv  avry  ra  irdvra).  With  him  by  means  of  rational  power 
the  Reason  (Aoyos)  itself  also  which  was  in  him  subsisted.  But  by 
the  will  of  his  simplicity.  Reason  (Aoyos)  springs  forth ;  but  the 
Reason  (Aoyos)  not  proceeding  in  vain,  because  the  first-bom  work 
(Ipyov  vpayroTOKov)  of  the  Father.  Him  we  know  to  be  the  Beginning 
of  the  world  (Tovrov  urfxev  rov  Koa-fxov  rrjv  oipxv^)-  But  he  came  into 
existence  by  division,  not  by  cutting  off,  for  that  which  is  cut  off  is 
separated  from  the  first ;  but  that  which  is  divided,  receiving  the 
choice  of  administration,  did  not  render  him  defective  from  whom 
it  was  taken,  etc.  And  as  the  Logos  (Reason),  in  the  banning 
begotten,  begat  again  our  creation,  himself  for  himself  creating  the 
matter  (Kai  KaOair^p  6  Aoyos,  cv  a/)X^  ycvvry^ets,  dvT€y€Vvq(r€  rqv 
Ka$*  rjfias  woirja-iVy  avrhq  lavr*^  rrfv  vkrjv  07jfjLLovpyTq<ras)j  SO  I,"  etc.^ 

'  P.  366  f.  *  fVann  wurdcUy  u.  s,  w.,  p.  17. 

^  On  the  CanoHy  p.  278,  note  2.  [In  the  4th  ed.,  however,  Dr.  Westcott 
puts  it  within  brackets,  adding:  **  This  reference  is  not  certain** — p.  317, 
n.  2.] 

^  Orat.  ad  Gracosy  §  5.  As  this  passage  is  of  some  obscurity,  we  subjoin,  for 
the  sake  of  impartiality,  an  indepenaent  translation  taken  from  Dr.  Donaldson's 
able  History  of  Christ.  Lit,  and  Doctrine^  iii.,  p.  42  :  **  God  was  in  the  begin- 
ning, but  we  have  understood  that  the  b^^ning  was  a  power  of  reason.  For 
the  Lord  of  all,  Himself  being  the  substance  of  all,  was  alone  in  so  feir  as  the 
creation  had  not  yet  taken  place,  but  as  far  as  He  was  all  power  and  the 
substance  of  things  seen  and  unseen,  all  things  were  with  Him  :  along  with 
Him  also  by  means  of  rational  power,  the  reason  which  was  in  Him  supported 
them.     But  by  the  will  of  his  simplicity,  the  reason  leaps  forth.;  but  the  reason, 
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It  is  quite  evident  that  this  doctrine  of  the  Logos  is  not  that  of 
the  fourth  Gospel,  from  which  it  cannot  have  been  derived. 
Tatian  himselP  seems  to  assert  that  he  derived  it  from  the  Old 
Testament.  We  have  quoted  the  passage  at  length  that  it  might 
be  clearly  understood  ;  and  with  the  opening  words,  we  presume, 
for  he  does  not  quote  at  all,  but  merely  indicates  the  chapter,  Dr. 
Westcott  compares  John  i.  i  :  "In  the  beginning  was  the  Word, 
and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word  was  God  "  (*Ev  dpxo 
^v  6  Aoyo9,  ic.T.X.).  The  statement  of  Tatian  is  quite  different — 
"  God  was  in  the  beginning  "  (Behs  ^v  iv  dpxy) ;  and  he  certainly 
did  not  identify  the  Word  with  God,  so  as  to  transform  the 
statement  of  the  Gospel  into  this  simple  affirmation.  In  all 
probability  his  formula  was  merely  based  upon  Genesis  i.  i  :  "  In 
the  beginning  God  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth  "  (cv  dpxy 
hrolrja-ev  I  B^hs  k,t,\.),^  The  expressions :  "  But  we  have 
learned  that  the  Beginning  (apx*/)  was  the  power  of  Reason,"  etc., 
"  but  the  Reason  (Aoyos)  not  proceeding  in  vain  became  the  first- 
bom  work  {epyov  irpisyroTOKov)  of  the  Father.  Him  we  know  to  be 
the  Beginning  (apx^/)  ^^  ^^^  world,"  recall  many  early  representa- 
tions of  the  Logos,  to  which  we  have  already  referred :  Prov.  viii. 
22  :  "  The  Lord  created  me  the  Beginning  (a/ox^)  of  his  ways  for 
his  works  (j^ypo),  23.  Before  the  ages  he  established  me,  in  the 
beginning  (cv  dpxo)  before  he  made  the  earth,"  etc.  In  the 
Apocalypse  also  the  Word  is  called  "  the  Beginning  (dpxn)  of  the 
creation  of  God,"  and  it  will  be  remembered  that  Justin  gives 
testimony  from  Prov.  viii.  2 1  f.,  *'  that  God  begat  before  all  the 
creatures  a  Beginning  (apx^^'X  ^  certain  rational  Power  {Svvap.iv 
XoyiKrjv),  out  of  himself, "3  etc.,  and  elsewhere :  "  As  the  Logos 
declared  through  Solomon,  that  this  same had  been  be- 
gotten of  God,  before  all  created  beings,  both  Beginning  (dpxri)" 
etc.*  We  need  not,  however,  refer  to  the  numerous  passages  in 
Philo  and  in  Justin,  not  derived  from  the  fourth  Gospel,  which 
point  to  a  different  source  for  Tatian's  doctrine.  It  is  sufficient 
that  both  his  opinions  and  his  terminology  differ  distinctly  from 
that  Gospel.5 

not  having  gone  from  one  who  became  empty  thereby,  is  the  first-born  work  of 
the  Father.  Him  we  know  to  be  the  beginning  of  the  world.  But  He  came 
into  existence  by  sharing  { fie  pic  fids)  t  not  by  cutting  off ;  for  that  which  is  cut  off  is 
separated  from  the  first ;  but  that  which  is  shared,  receiving  a  selection  of  the 
work,  did  not  render  Him  defective  from  whom  it  was  taken,  etc  And  as  the 
Word  begotten  in  the  beginning  begot  in  his  turn  our  creation,  He  Himself 
fashioning  the  material  for  Himself,  so  I,  etc."  (cf.  Domer,  LeAre  Pcrs, 
Christi,  i.,  p.  437  f.).  '  §  12,  cf.  §  20. 

*  Donaldson,  Hist,  Chr.  Lit,  and  Doctr.^  iii.,  p.  43. 

3  Dial,  61.  -•  lb,,  62. 

5  We  have  already  mentioned  that  the  Gospel  according  to  Peter  contained 
the  doctrine  of  the  Logos. 
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The  next  passage  we  subjoin  in  contrast  with  the  parallel  in  the 
fourth  Gospel : — 

OrAT.  ad  GR/ECOS,  §  XIII. 

And  this,  therefore,  is  (the  meaning 
of)  the  saying  : 

The  darkness  comprehends  not  the 
light. 

KaX  toOto  iirrtw  ipa  t6    elp/titUww 


John  i.  5. 

And  the  light  shineth  in  the  dark- 
ness; 

and  the  darkness  comprehended  it 
not. 

^  (TK<n-la  airrb  oit  KardXapew. 


The  context  to  this  passage  in  the  Oration  is  as  follows :  Tatian 
is  arguing  about  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  he  states  that 
the  soul  is  not  in  itself  immortal,  but  mortal ;  but  that,  neverthe- 
less, it  is  possible  for  it  not  to  die.  If  it  do  not  know  the  truth,  it 
dies,  but  rises  again  at  the  end  of  the  world,  receiving  eternal 
death  as  a  punishment.  **  Again,  however,  it  does  not  die,  though 
it  be  for  a  time  dissolved  if  it  has  acquired  knowledge  of  God ; 
for,  in  itself,  it  is  darkness,  and  there  is  nothing  luminous  in  it ; 
and  this,  therefore,  is  (the  meaning  of)  the  saying.  The  darkness 
comprehends  not  the  light.  For  the  soul  (^x^)  ^^^  ^^^  itself 
save  the  spirit  (Trvcy/wt),  but  was  saved  by  it,  and  the  light  com- 
prehended the  darkness.  The  Logos  (Reason)  truly  is  the  light 
of  God,  but  the  ignorant  soul  is  darkness  ('0  Aoyos  fiiv 
loTt  rh  Tov  0€ov  ifnoSf  (tkoto^  8^  -q  dveTrurrrifJMv  ^v^^).  For 
this  reason,  if  it  remain  alone,  it  tends  downwards  to  matter,  dying 
with  the  flesh,"  etc.*  The  source  of  "  the  saying "  is  not  men- 
tioned, and  it  is  evident  that,  even  if  it  were  taken  to  be  a  refer- 
ence to  the  fourth  Gospel,  nothing  would  thereby  be  proved  but 
the  mere  existence  of  the  Gospel.  "  The  saying,"  however,  is 
distinctly  different  in  language  from  the  parallel  in  the  Gospel,  and 
it  may  be  from  a  different  Gospel.  We  have  already  remarked 
that  Philo  calls  the  Logos  "  the  light,"*  and,  quoting  in  a  f)eculiar 
form  Ps.  xxvi.  i,  "For  the  Lord  is  my  light  (<f>(os)  and  my 
Saviour,"  he  goes  on  to  say  that,  as  the  sun  divides  day  and  night, 
so,  Moses  says,  "  God  divides  light  and  darkness "  (rhv  O^hv  <f>m 
KOI  a-KOTos  SuiT€Lx^<''^)'^  Whcn  we  turn  away  to  things  of 
sense  we  use  "  another  light,"  which  is  in  no  way  different  from 
"  darkness."*  The  constant  use  of  the  same  similitude  of  light 
and  darkness  in  the  canonical  Epistless  shows  how  current  it  was 
in  the  Church ;  and  nothing  is  more  certain  than  the  fact  that  it 
was  neither  originated  by,  nor  confined  to,  the  fourth  Gospel. 

'  Orat.  ad  Gracos,  §  13. 

»  De  Somniisy  i.,  §  13,  Mangey,  i.  632 ;  cf.  §  14  f.,  Z)^  Mundi  op*^  §  9,  1^., 
i.  7  (see  p.  463,  n«te  i). 

3  De  Scmniis,  i.,  §  13.  *  7?.,  i.,  §  14. 

5  2  Cor.  iv.  6;  Ephes.  v.  8-14;  Coloss.  i.  12,  13;  I  Thess.  v.  5;  i  Tim. 
vi.  16 ;  I.  Pet  ii.  9 ;  cf.  Rev.  xxi.  23,  24 ;  xxii.  5. 
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The  third  and  last  passage  is  as  follows  :- 


OrAT.  ad   GRvECOS,  XIX. 

We  being  such  as  this,  do  not  pursue 
us  with  hatred,  but,  rejecting  the 
Demons,  follow  the  one  God. 

All  things  were  by  {{nr6)  him,  and 
without  him  was  not  anything  made. 

ndrra  inr*   oiJrou,    kcU  X^P^^  airoG 


John  i.  3. 


All  things  were  made  by  (dcd)  him, 
and  without  him  was  not  anything 
made  that  was  made. 

ndrra  5t*  airrod  iy^wero,  koX  x^^ 
a&roO  lyiwrro  066k  fv  6  y^ywep. 

Tatian  here  speaks  of  God,  and  not  of  the  Logos,  and  in  this 
respect,  as  well  as  in  language  and  context,  the  passage  differs 
from  the  fourth  Gospel.  The  phrase  is  not  introduced  as  a 
quotation,  and  no  reference  is  made  to  any  Gospel.  The  purpose 
for  which  the  words  are  used,  again,  rather  points  to  the  first 
chapters  of  Genesis  than  to  the  dogmatic  prologue  enunciating  the 
doctrine  of  the  Logos."  Under  all  these  circumstances,  the 
source  from  which  the  expression  may  have  been  derived  cannot 
with  certainty  be  ascertained,  and,  as  in  the  preceding  instance, 
even  if  it  be  assumed  that  the  words  show  acquaintance  with  the 
fourth  Gospel,  nothing  could  be  proved  but  the  mere  existence  of 
the  work  about  a  century  and  a  half  after  the  events  which  it 
records.  It  is  obvious  that  in  no  case  does  Tatian  afford  the 
slightest  evidence  of  the  Apostolic  origin  or  historical  veracity  of 
the  fourth  Gospel. 

Dr.  Lightfoot  points  out  another  passage,  §  4,  iri/cv/ia  o  Bcos, 
which  he  compares  with  John  iv.  24,  where  the  same  words 
occur.  It  is  right  to  add  that  he  himself  remarks:  ''If  it  had 
stood  alone  I  should  certainly  not  have  r^;arded  it  as  decisive. 
But  the  epigrammatic  form  is  remarkable,  and  it  is  a  characteristic 
passage  of  the  fourth  Gospel."'  Neither  Tischendorf  nor  Dr. 
Westcott  refers  to  it.  The  fact  is,  however,  that  the  epigrammatic 
form  only  exists  when  the  phrase  is  quoted  without  its  context. 
"  God  is  a  spirit,  not  pervading  matter,  but  the  creator  of  material 
spirits,  and  of  the  forms  that  are  in  it.  He  is  invisible  and  impalp- 
able," etc.  Further  on,  Tatian  says  (§  15) :  "  For  the  perfect  God 
is  without  flesh,  but  man  is  flesh,"  etc.  A  large  part  of  the  oration 
is  devoted  to  discussing  the  nature  of  God,  and  the  distinction 
between  spirit  (irveu/ta^  and  soul  (\^x^)»  ^^^  i^  is  unreasonable 
to  assert  that  a  man  like  Tatian  could  not  make  the  declaration 
that  God  is  a  spirit  without  quoting  the  fourth  Gospel. 

Returning  to  the  Diatessarofty  the  position  of  which  in  regard 
to  Tatian  we  have  ab-eady  fully  discussed,  we  must  now  briefly 

'  Cf.  I  Cor.  viii.  6 ;  Ephes.  iii.  9 ;  Heb.  i.  2. 
*  Contemp,  Rev.^  1877,  p.  1135. 
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consider  how  it  affects  the  argument  as  to  the  date  and  authorship 
of  the  fourth  Gospel.  It  is  needless  to  point  out  that  no  ascrip- 
tion of  the  work  to  the  Apostle  could  be  made  in  the  Harmony. 
Let  us  suppose  it  to  be  even  demonstrated  beyond  doubt  that  the 
Diatessaron  of  Tatian  was  compiled  from  our  four  canonical 
Gospels,  in  what  degree  does  this  establish  the  authenticity  of  the 
fourth  Gospel  as  the  work  of  the  Apostle  John  ?  Even  according 
to  apologetic  critics,  as  we  have  seen,  the  composition  of  the 
Diatessaron  must  be  assigned  to  a.d.  170,  and  there  are  good 
reasons  for  dating  it  some  years  later.*  Of  course,  the  fourth 
Gospel  must  have  been  in  existence  before  that  date  if  it  formed 
part  of  the  Diatessaron,  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that 
the  Harmony  was  not  an  official  or  ecclesiastical  compilation 
involving  the  idea  of  contents  already  recognised  as  canonical  by 
the  Church.  On  the  contrary,  the  Diatessaron  was  the  work  of  a 
heretic,  and,  so  far  from  having  ecclesiastical  sanction  on  any 
grounds,  it  was  condemned  by  the  Church  in  the  person  of 
Theodoret,  and  the  copies  of  it  circulating  in  his  diocese  were 
confiscated.  The  grounds  for  this  suppression  which  are  stated 
are,  it  is  true,  the  omission  of  genealogies ;  but  still  the  tendency 
was  considered  mischievous.  This  judgment  was  pronounced 
little  short  of  300  years  after  its  composition;  but  still,  as  the 
work  of  a  heretic  and  an  irresponsible  writer,  it  is  not  possible  to 
maintain  that  the  Gospels  out  of  which  it  was  compiled 
must  previously  have  long  enjoyed  the  sanction  of  the 
Church. 

How  long  must  the  fourth  Gospel  have  been  in  existence  before 
its  supposed  use  by  Tatian  becomes  reasonable  ?  It  has  to  be 
borne  in  mind  that,  in  those  days  of  manuscript  books,  a  Gospel 
did  not  issue  from  the  hands  of  the  scribe  like  a  volume  from  the 
University  Press,  with  its  author's  name  and  a  date  on  the  title- 
page.  A  work  of  the  literary  excellence  of  the  fourth  Gospel, 
evidently  pretending  to  have  been  written  by  the  Apostle  John, 
calling  himself — for  no  one  else  did  so — the  "  beloved  disciple," 
would,  in  such  an  age,  rapidly  attain  to  acceptance,  especially  as  it 
would,  for  the  mass  of  Christians,  if  not  for  all  without  exception, 
have  been  impossible,  even  a  year  after  such  a  manuscript  work  was 
circulated,  to  say  when  it  had  actually  been  composed.  If  we 
suppose  it  to  have  been  in  circulation  twenty  or  twenty-five  years, 
which  would  have  been  more  than  ample  for  the  purpose,  that 
would  only  carry  back  the  date  of  the  fourth  Gospel  to  the  middle 
of  the  second  century;  or  if  we  even  allow  thirty  or  thirty-five 
years — an  age  at  such  a  period — we  do  not  get  back   beyond 

*  Zahn,  for  instance,  as  has  already  been  pointed  out,  dates  it  **  soon  after 
A.  D.  1 73  "  {Forsch, ,  p.  290  f. ). 
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A.D.  140.  More  than  this,  if  even  so  much  need  be  conceded,  is 
not  demanded  by  the  hypothesis  that  it  was  used  by  Tatian,  and 
its  presence  in  the  Diatessaroriy  whilst  giving  us  no  information 
whatever  as  to  the  authorship  or  authenticity,  would  thus  in  no 
way  warrant  the  ascription  of  the  fourth  Gospel  to  the  Apostle 
John.  As  evidence  for  miracles  and  the  reality  of  Divine  revela- 
tion it  has  no  real  importance. 

We  have  generally  discussed  the  testimony  of  Dionysius  of 
Corinth,'  Melito  of  Sardis,^  and  Claudius  Apollinaris,3  and  need 
not  say  more  here.  The  fragments  attributed  to  them  neither 
mention  nor  quote  the  fourth  Gospel,  but  in  no  case  could  they 
furnish  evidence  to  authenticate  the  work.  The  same  remarks 
apply  to  Athenagoras.^  Dr.  Westcott  only  ventures  to  say  that  he 
"  appears  to  allude  to  passages  in  St.  Mark  and  St.  John,  but  they 
are  all  anonymous."^  The  passages  in  which  he  speaks  of  the 
Logos,  which  are  those  referred  to  here,  are  certainly  not  taken 
from  the  fourth  Gospel,  and  his  doctrine  is  expressed  in  termino- 
logy which  is  different  from  that  of  the  Gospel,  and  is  deeply 
tinged  with  Platonism.  He  appeals  to  Proverbs  viii.  22,  already 
so  frequently  quoted  by  us,  for  confirmation  by  the  Prophetic 
Spirit  of  his  exposition  of  the  Logos  doctrine.^  He  nowhere 
identifies  the  Logos  with  Jesus ;  indeed,  he  does  not  once  make 
use  of  the  name  of  Christ  in  his  works.  He  does  not  show  the 
slightest  knowledge  of  the  doctrine  of  salvation  so  constantly 
enunciated  in  the  fourth  Gospel.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  as  we 
have  already  shown,?  that  he  considered  the  Old  Testament  to 
be  the  only  inspired  Holy  Scriptures.  Not  only  does  he  not 
mention  or  quote  any  of  our  Gospels,  but  the  only  instance  in 
which  he  makes  any  reference  to  sayings  of  Jesus  otherwise  than 
by  the  indefinite  <^»/(ri,  "  he  says,"  is  one  in  which  he  introduces  a 
saying  which  is  not  found  in  our  Gospels  by  the  words  :  "  The 
Logos  again  saying  to  us :"  (iraXtv  ?j/u  v  XeyoKros  to^  Aoyov), 
etc.  From  the  same  source,  which  was  obviously  not  our  canoni- 
cal Gospels,  we  have,  therefore,  reason  to  conclude  that  Athenagoras 
derived  his  knowledge  of  Gospel  history  and  doctrine.  We 
need  not  add  that  this  >vriter  affords  no  testimony  as  to  the  origin 
or  character  of  the  fourth  Gospel. 

It  is  scarcely  worth  while  to  refer  to  the  Epistle  of  Vienne  and 
Lyons,  a  composition  dating  at  the  earliest  a.d.  177-178,  in  which 
no  direct  reference  is  made  to  any  writing  of  the  New  Testament.^ 
Acquaintance  with  the  fourth  Gospel  is  argued  from  the  following 
passage : — 

'  P.  381  f-  "  P-  387  f.  3  p  395  f. 

^  P.  398  f.  ^  On  the  Canon,  p.  103. 

*  Leg.  pro  Christ,,  §  10.  ^  p.  404.  «  p  ^^^  f 
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Epistle,  §  iv. 

And  thus  was  fulfilled  the  saying  of 
our  Lord  : 

The  time  shall  come  in  which  every 
one  that  killeth  you  shall  think  that  he 
offereth  a  service  unto  God. 

'EXeiJtf'eTat  Kcupbs  iv  ^  irfij  6  diro- 
KTtlvM  vfMSf  96^€i,  Xarpelop  irpoff<f>4p€tv 


John  xvi.  a. 


But  the  hour  cometh  that  every  one 
that  killeth  you  nmy  think  that  he 
offereth  a  service  unto  God. 

dXV  (px^rai  &pa  tpa  TcLt  6  diro- 
fcreUfas  i/fias  dS^Tj  Xarpelaif  ir(M<r^peiw 

Such  a  passage  cannot  prove  the  use  of  the  fourth  Gospel. 
No  source  is  indicated  in  the  Epistle  from  which  the  saying  of 
Jesus,  which,  of  course,  apologists  assert  to  be  historical,  was 
derived.  It  presents  decided  variations  from  the  parallel  in  the 
fourth  Gospel ;  and  in  the  Synoptics  we  find  sufficient  indications 
of  similar  discourses'  to  render  it  very  probable  that  other  Gospels 
may  have  contained  the  passage  quoted  in  the  Epistle.  In  no 
case  could  an  anonymous  reference  like  this  be  of  any  weight  as 
evidence  for  the  Apostolic  origin  of  the  fourth  Gospel. 

We  need  not  further  discuss  Ptolemaeus  and  Heracleon.  We 
have  shown^  that  the  date  at  which  these  heretics  flourished 
places  them  beyond  the  limits  within  which  we  propose  to  confine 
ourselves.  In  regard  to  Ptolemaeus,  all  that  is  affirmed  is  that,  in 
the  Epistle  to  Flora  ascribed  to  him,  expressions  found  in  John  i. 
3  are  used.  The  passage  as  it  is  given  by  Epiphanius  is  as  follows : 
"  Besides,  that  the  world  was  created  by  the  same,  the  Apostle 
states  (saying  all  things  have  been  made  {yeyovfvat)  by  him  and 
without  him  nothing  was  made)"  ("En  yc  rrjv  rod  Koa-fuyv 
SrjfxtovpyCav  iSiav  Xiy€t  ^Tvai  (arc  Travra  81  avTov  yeyovevai^  Koi 
\<apls  avTov  ykyov€V  ov8kv)  o  dTroo'ToA.os).^  Now,  the  supposed 
quotation  is  introduced  here  in  a  parenthesis  interrupting  the 
sense,  and  there  is  every  probability  that  it  was  added  as  an  illus- 
tration by  Epiphanius,  and  was  not  in  the  Epistle  to  Flora  at  all. 
Omitting  the  parenthesis,  the  sentence  is  a  very  palpable  reference 
to  the  Apostle  Paul  and  Coloss.  i.  i6.  In  regard  to  Heracleon,  it 
is  asserted,  from  the  unsupported  references  of  Origen,^  that  he 
wrote  a  commentary  on  the  fourth  Gospel.  Even  if  this  be  a  fact, 
there  is  not  a  single  word  of  it  preserved  by  Origen  which  in  the 
least  degree  bears  upon  the  apostolic  origin  and  trustworthiness 
of  the  Gospel.  Neither  of  these  heresiarchs,  therefore,  is  of  any 
value  as  a  witness  for  the  authenticity  of  the  fourth  Gospel. 

The  heathen  Celsus,  as  we  have  shown,  s  wrote  at  a  period  when 
no  evidence  which  he  could  well  give  of  his  own  could  have  been 

'  Matt.  X.  16-22,  xxiv.  9  f.  ;  Mark  xiii.  9-1^  ;  Luke  xxl  12-17. 

»  P.  408  f.  3  Epiphanius,  Nor,,  xxxiii,  §  $• 

*  The  passages  are  quoted  by  Grabe  {SptciL  Patr,^  ii.,  p.  85  f.). 

5  P.  422  f. 
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of  much  value  in  supporting  our  Gospels.  He  is  pressed  into 
service,'  however,  because,  after  alluding  to  various  circumstances 
of  Gospel  history,  he  says  :  "  These  things,  therefore,  being  taken 
out  of  your  own  writings,  we  have  no  need  of  other  testimony,  for 
you  fall  upon  your  own  swords  ";'  ^^^  i^  another  place  he  says  that 
certain  Christians  "alter  the  Gospel  from  its  first  written  form  in 
three-fold,  four-fold,  and  many-fold  ways,  and  remould  it  in  order 
to  have  the  means  of  contradicting  the  arguments  (of  opponents).  "3 
This  is  supposed  to  refer  to  the  four  canonical  Gospels.  Apart 
from  the  fact  that  Origen  replies  to  the  first  of  these  passages  that 
Celsus  has  brought  forward  much  concerning  Jesus  which  is  not 
in  accordance  with  the  narratives  of  the  Gospel,  it  is  unreasonable 
to  limit  the  accusation  of  "  many-fold  "  corruption  to  four  Gospels, 
when  it  is  undeniable  that  the  Gospels  and  writings  long  current 
in  the  Church  were  very  numerous.  In  any  case,  what  could  such 
a  statement  as  this  do  towards  establishing  the  Apostolic  origin 
and  credibility  of  the  fourth  Gospel  ? 

We  might  pass  over  the  Canon  of  Muratori  entirely  as  being 
beyond  the  limit  of  time  to  which  we  confine  ourselves,^  but  the 
unknown  writer  of  the  fragment  gives  a  legend  with  regard  to  the 
composition  of  the  fourth  Gospel  which  we  may  quote  here, 
although  its  obviously  mythical  character  renders  it  of  no  value 
as  evidence  regarding  the  authorship  of  the  Gospel.  The  writer 
says: — 

Quarti  euangeliorum  lohannis  ex  decipolis 

Cohortantibus  condescipulis  et  episcopis  suis 

dixit  conieiunate  mihi  hodie  triduo  et  quid 

cuic^ue  fiierit  reuelatum  altemtrum 

nobis  ennarremus  eadem  nocte  reue 

latum  Andreae  ex  apostolis  ut  reco^is 

centibus  cunctis  lohannis  suo  nomine 

cuncta  describeret  et  idee*  licit  uaria  sin 

culis  euangeliorum  libris  principia 

doceantur  nihil  tamen  d  inert  creden 

tium  fidei  cum  uno  ac  principali  spirilu  de 

clarata  sint  in  omnibus  omnia  de  natiui 

tate  de  passione  de  resurrectione 

de  conoersatione  cum  decipulis  suis 

ac  de  gemino  eius  aduentu 

primo  in  humilitate  dispectus  quod  fo 

It*  secundum  potestate  regali pre 

*  Cf.  Tischendorf,  Wann  wurden,  u,  s,  w.,  p.  71  f.  ;  Westcott,  On  the 
CanoHy  p.  356. 

»  Origen,  C<mtra  Cels.y  ii.  47.  3  lb,,  ii.  27.  *  P.  481  f. 

s  It  is  admitted  that  the  whole  passage  from  this  point  to  **futurum  est'^  is 
abrupt  and  without  connection  with  the  context,  as  well  as  most  confused. 
Cf.  Tragelles,  Can,  Murat.,  p.  36;  Donaldson,  Hist.  Chr,  Lit.  and  Doctr.^ 
iii.,  p.  205. 

^  Credner  reads  here :  "  quod  ratum  est "  {Zur  Gesck,  d,  Kan.,  p.  74).  Dr. 
Westcott  reads :  "  quodfuit ''  {On  the  Canon,  p.  478), 
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clanini  (juod  futurum  est'  quid  ergo 

minim  si  Johannes  tam  constanter 

sincula  etiam  in  epistulis  suis  proferat 

dicens  in  semcipsu  qase  uidimus  oculis 

nostris  et  auribus  audiuimus  et  manos 

nostne  palpauerunt  hsec  scripsimus  uobis 

sic  enim  non  solum  uisurem  sed  et  auditorem 

sed  et  scriptorem  omnium  mirabilium  domini  per  ordi 

ncm  profctetur 

"  The  fourth  of  the  Gospels,  of  John,  one  of  the  disciples.  To 
his  fellow  disciples  and  bishops  (Episcopis)  urging  him  he  said  : 
*  Fast  with  me  to-day  for  three  days,  and  let  us  relate  to  each  other 
that  which  shall  be  revealed  to  each.*  On  the  same  night  it  was 
revealed  to  Andrew,  one  of  the  Apostles,  that,  with  the  the  super- 
vision of  all,  John  should  relate  all  things  in  his  own  name.  And, 
therefore,  though  various  principles  (principia)  are  taught  by  each 
book  of  the  Gospels,  nevertheless  it  makes  no  difference  to  the 
faith  of  believers,  since,  in  Ml,  all  things  are  declared  by  one  ruling 
Spirit  concerning  the  nativity,  concerning  the  passion,  concerning 
the  resurrection,  concerning  the  intercourse  with  the  disciples,  and 
concerning  his  double  advent;  the  first  in  lowliness  of  estate, 
which  has  taken  place,  the  second  in  regal  power  and  splendour, 
which  is  still  future.  What  wonder,  therefore,  if  John  should  so 
constantly  bring  forward  each  thing  (singula)  also  in  his  Epistles, 
saying  in  regard  to  himself :  The  things  which  we  have  seen  with 
our  eyes,  and  have  heard  with  our  ears,  and  our  hands  have 
handled,  these  things  have  we  written  unto  you.  For  thus  he 
professes  himself  not  only  an  eye-witness  and  hearer,  but  also  a 
writer  of  all  the  wonders  of  the  Lord  in  order." 

It  is  obvious  that  in  this  passage  we  have  an  apologetic  defence 
of  the  fourth  Gospel,  which  unmistakably  implies  antecedent 
denial  of  its  authority  and  Apostolic  origin.  The  writer  not  only 
ascribes  it  to  John,  but  he  clothes  it  with  the  united  authority  of 
the  rest  of  the  Apostles,  in  a  manner  which  very  possibly  aims  at 
explaining  the  supplementary  chapter  xxi.,  with  its  testimony  to 
the  truth  of  the  preceding  narrative.  In  his  zeal,  the  writer  goes 
so  far  as  to  falsify  a  passage  of  the  Epistle,  and  convert  it  into  a 
declaration  by  the  author  of  the  letter  himself  that  he  had  written 
the  Gospel.  "  *  The  things  which  we  have  seen,  etc.,  these  things 
have  we  written  unto  you  '  (hac  scripsimus  vobis),^     For  thus  he 

*  Dr.  Tregelles  calls  attention  to  the  resemblance  of  this  passage  to  one  of 
Tertullian  {Apoi.^%  21)  :  '■^  Duolms  enim  adventibus  eius  signifoaiis^  primo, 
qui  tarn  cxpimctus  est  in  humilitate  cotuUtionis  humana  ;  secundo^  qui  conclu- 
dendo  seculo  imminet  in  sttbiimiiaie  divinitcUis  exserla :  primum  mm  inteUi- 
gendo,  secundum f  quern  tfumifestius  pradiccUum  spercMt  unum  existimavtrunt^ 
(Can,  MurcU, ,  p.  36).  This  is  another  reason  for  dating  the  fragment  in  the 
third  century. 

'  I  John  1.  1-3. 
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professes  himself  not  only  an  eye-witness  and  hearer,  but  also  a 
writer  of  all  the  wonders  of  the  I^rd  in  order."  Credner  argues 
that  in  speaking  of  John  as  "  one  of  the  disciples  "  (ex  discipuHs)^ 
and  of  Andrew  as  "  one  of  the  Apostles,"  the  writer  intends  to 
distinguish  between  John  the  disciple,  who  wrote  the  Gospel  and 
Epistle,  and  John  the  Apostle,  who  wrote  the  Apocalypse,  and 
that  it  was  for  this  reason  that  he  sought  to  dignify  him  by  a 
special  revelation,  through  the  Apostle  Andrew,  selecting  him  to 
write  the  Gospel.  Credner,  therefore,  concludes  that  here  we 
have  an  ancient  ecclesiastical  tradition  ascribing  the  Gospel  and 
first  Epistle  to  one  of  the  disciples  of  Jesus  different  from  the 
Apostle  John.'  Into  this  we  need  not  enter,  nor  is  it  necessary 
for  us  to  demonstrate  the  mythical  nature  of  the  narrative 
regarding  the  origin  of  the  Gospel.  We  have  merely  given  this 
extract  to  make  our  statement  regarding  it  complete.  Not  only  is 
the  evidence  of  the  fragment  of  no  value,  from  the  lateness  of  its 
date  and  the  uncritical  character  of  its  author,  but  a  vague  and 
fabulous  tradition  recorded  by  an  unknown  writer  could  not,  in 
any  case,  furnish  testimony  calculated  to  establish  the  Apostolic 
origin  and  trustworthiness  of  the  fourth  Gospel. 


»  Credner,  Gesch,  N,  T,  Kan,,  p.  158  f.  ;  Theol.  fahrb,,  1857,  p.  301. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

AUTHORSHIP  AND  CHARACTER  OF  THE  FOURTH  GOSPEL 

The  result  of  our  inquiry  into  the  evidence  for  the  fourth  Gospel 
is  sufficiently  decided  to  render  further  examination  unnecessary. 
We  have  seen  that,  for  a  century  and  a  half  after  the  events 
recorded  in  the  work,  there  is  not  only  no  testimony  connect- 
ing the  fourth  Gospel  with  the  Apostle  John,  but  no  certain  trace 
even  of  the  existence  of  the  Gospel.  There  has  not  been  the 
slightest  evidence  in  any  of  the  writings  of  the  Fathers  which  we 
have  examined  even  of  a  tradition  that  the  Apostle  John  had 
composed  any  evangelical  work  at  all,  and  the  claim  advanced  in 
favour  of  the  Christian  miracles  to  contemporaneous  evidence  of 
extraordinary  force  and  veracity  by  undoubted  eye-witnesses  so  com- 
pletely falls  to  the  ground  that  we  might  here  well  bring  this  part  of 
our  inquiry  to  a  close.  There  are,  however,  so  many  peculiar  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  fourth  Gospel,  both  in  regard  to  its 
authorship  and  to  its  relationship  to  the  three  Synoptics,  which 
invite  further  attention,  that  we  propose  briefly  to  review  some  of 
them.  We  must  carefully  restrict  ourselves  to  the  limits  of  our 
inquiry,  and  resist  any  temptation  to  enter  upon  an  exhaustive 
discussion  of  the  problem  presented  by  the  fourth  Gospel  from  a 
more  general  literary  point  of  view. 

The  endeavour  to  obtain  some  positive,  or  at  least  negative, 
information  regarding  the  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel  is  facilitated 
by  the  fact  that  several  other  works  in  the  New  Testament  Canon 
are  ascribed  to  him.  These  works  present  such  marked  and 
distinct  characteristics  that,  apart  from  the  fact  that  their  number 
extends  the  range  of  evidence,  they  afford  an  unusual  opportunity 
of  testing  the  tradition  which  assigns  them  all  to  the  Apostle  John, 
by  comparing  the  clear  indications  which  they  give  of  the 
idiosyncrasies  of  their  author  with  the  independent  data  which  we 
possess  regarding  the  history  and  character  of  the  Apostle.  It  is 
asserted  by  the  Church  that  John  the  son  of  Zebedee,  one  of  the 
disciples  of  Jesus,  is  the  composer  of  no  less  than  five  of  our 
canonical  writings,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  select  any  books 
of  our  New  Testament  presenting  more  distinct  features,  or  more 
widely  divergent  views,  than  are  to  be  found  in  the  Apocalypse  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  Gospel  and  three  Epistles  on  the  other. 
Whilst  a  strong  family  likeness  exists  between  the  Epistles  and  the 
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Gospel,  and  they  exhibit  close  analogies  both  in  thought  and 
language,  the  Apocalypse,  on  the  contrary,  is  so  different 
from  them  in  language,  in  style,  in  religious  views  and  termi- 
nology, that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  believe  that  the  writer 
of  the  one  could  be  the  author  of  the  other.  The  trans- 
lators of  our  New  Testament  have  laboured,  and  not  in 
vain,  to  eliminate  as  far  as  possible  all  individuality  of  style 
and  language,  and  to  reduce  the  various  books  of  which  it  is 
composed  to  one  uniform  smoothness  of  diction.  It  is, 
therefore,  impossible  for  the  mere  English  reader  to  appreciate 
the  immense  difference  which  exists  between  the  harsh  and 
Hebraistic  Greek  of  the  Apocalypse  and  the  polished  elegance 
of  the  fourth  Gospel,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  rarity 
of  critical  study  has  prevented  any  general  recognition  of  the 
almost  equally  striking  contrast  of  thought  between  the  two 
works.  The  remarkable  peculiarities  which  distinguish  the 
Apocalypse  and  Gospel  of  John,  however,  were  very  early 
appreciated,  and  almost  the  first  application  of  critical  judgment 
to  the  canonical  books  of  the  New  Testament  is  the  argument  of 
Dionysius,  Bishop  of  Alexandria,  about  the  middle  of  the  third 
century,  that  the  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel  could  not  be  the 
writer  of  the  Book  of  Revelation.*  The  dogmatic  predilections 
which  at  that  time  had  begun  to  turn  against  the  Apocalypse,  the 
non-fulfilment  of  the  prophecies  of  which  disappointed  and 
puzzled  the  early  Church,  led  Dionysius  to  solve  the  difficulty  by 
deciding  in  favour  of  the  authenticity  of  the  Gospel ;  but  at  least 
he  recognised  the  dilemma  which  has  since  occupied  so  much  of 
Biblical  criticism. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  upon  any  exhaustive  analysis  of  the 
Apocalypse  and  Gospel  to  demonstrate  anew  that  both  works 
cannot  have  emanated  from  the  same  mind.  This  has  already 
been  conclusively  done  by  others.  Some  apologetic  writers — 
greatly  influenced,  no  doubt,  by  the  express  declaration  of  the 
Church,  and  satisfied  by  analogies  which  could  scarcely  fail  to 
exist  between  two  works  dealing  with  a  similar  theme — together 
with  a  very  few  independent  critics,  have  asserted  the  authenticity 
of  both  works.  The  great  majority  of  critics,  however,  have  fully 
admitted  the  impossibility  of  recognising  a  common  source  for  the 
fourth  Gosf)el  and  the  Apocalypse  of  John.  The  critical  question 
regarding  the  two  works  has,  in  fact,  reduced  itself  to  the  dilemma 
which  may  be  expressed  as  follows,  in  the  words  of  Liicke : 
"  Either  the  Gospel  and  the  first  Epistle  are  genuine  writings  of 
the  Apostle  John,  and,  in  that  case,  the  Apocalypse  is  no  genuine 
work  of  that  Apostle,   or  the    inverse."^      After   an  elaborate 

*  Eusebius,  H.  E.^  vii.  25.  '  EinL  Offenb.  Johannes ^  ii.,  p.  504. 
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comparison  of  the  two  works,  the  same  writer,  who  certainly  will 
not  be  suspected  of  wilfully  subversive  criticism,  resumes  :  "  The 
difference  between  the  language,  way  of  expression,  and  mode  of 
thought  and  doctrine  of  the  Apocalypse  and  the  rest  of  the 
Johannine  writings,  is  so  comprehensive  and  intense,  so  indi- 
vidual and  so  radical ;  the  affinity  and  agreement,  on  the  contrary, 
are  so  vague,  and  in  details  so  fragmentary  and  uncertain 
(zuruckweichend\  that  the  Apostle*  John,  if  he  really  be  the  author 
of  the  Gospel  and  of  the  Epistle — which  we  here  assume — cannot 
have  composed  the  Apocalypse  either  before  or  after  the  Gospel 
and  the  Epistle.  If  all  critical  experience  and  rules  in  such 
literary  questions  are  not  deceptive,  it  is  certain  that  the  Evangelist 
and  Apocalyptist  are  two  different  persons  of  the  name  of  John,"' 
etc. 

De  Wette,  another  conservative  critic,  speaks  with  equal  decision. 
After  an  able  comparison  of  the  two  works,  he  says  :  "  From  all 
this  it  follows  (and  in  New  Testament  criticism  no  result  is  more 
certain)  that  the  Apostle  John,  if  he  be  the  author  of  the  fourth 
Gospel  and  of  the  Johannine  Epistles,  did  not  write  the  Apoca- 
lypse ;  or,  if  the  Apocalypse  be  his  work,  that  he  is  not  the  author 
of  the  other  writings."'*  Ewald  is  equally  positive  :  "  Above  all  " 
he  says,  "  we  should  err  in  tracing  this  work  (the  Gospel)  to  th'e 
Apostle  if  the  Apocalypse  of  the  New  Testament  were  by  him. 
That  this  much  earlier  writing  cannot  have  been  composed  by  the 
author  of  the  latter  is  an  axiom  which  I  consider  I  have  already 
(in  1826-28)  so  convincingly  demonstrated  that  it  would  be  super- 
fluous now  to  return  to  it,  especially  as,  since  then,  all  men  capable 
of  forming  a  judgment  are  of  the  same  opinion,  and  what  has 
been  brought  forward  by  a  few  writers  against  it  too  clearly  depends 
upon  influences  foreign  to  science. "3  We  may,  therefore,  consider 
the  point  generally  admitted,  and  proceed,  very  briefly,  to  discuss 
the  question  upon  this  basis. 

The  external  evidence  that  the  Apostle  John  wrote  the  Apoca- 
lypse is  more  ancient  than  that  for  the  authorship  of  any  book  of 
the  New  Testament,  excepting  some  of  the  Epistles  of  Paul,  and 
this  is  admitted  even  by  critics  who  ultimately  deny  the  authenti- 
city of  the  work.  Passing  over  the  very  probable  statement  of 
Andrew  of  Caesarea,^  that  Papias  recognised  the  Apocalypse  as  an 
inspired  work,  and  the  inference  drawn  from  this  fact  that  he 
referred  it  to  the  Apostle,  we  at  once  proceed  to  Justin  Martyr, 
who  affirms  in  the  clearest  and  most  positive  manner  the  Apostolic 

'  Einl  Offenb.  foh,,  ii.,  p.  744  f.  «  Einl.  N,  T,,  §  189  e.,  p.  422. 

^  Jahrb,  bibL  Wiss.^  v.,  p.  179. 

*  It  is  generally  asserted  both  by  Apologists  and  others  that  this  testimony 
is  valid  in  fiivour  of  the  recognition  by  Papias  of  the  authenticity  of  the 
Apocalypse. 
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origin  of  the  work.  He  speaks  to  Tryphon  of  "  a  certain  man 
whose  name  was  John,  one  of  the  Apostles  of  Christ,  who  pro- 
phesied by  a  revelation  made  to  him,"  of  the  millennium  and 
subsequent  general  resurrection  and  judgment.'  The  statement 
of  Justin  is  all  the  more  important  from  the  fact  that  he  does  not 
name  any  other  writing  of  the  New  Testament,  and  that  the  Old 
Testament  was  still  for  him  the  only  Holy  Scripture.  The  genuine- 
ness of  this  testimony  is  not  called  in  question  by  any  one. 
Eusebius  states  that  Melito  of  Sardis  wrote  a  work  on  the  Apoca- 
lypse of  John,"  and  Jerome  mentions  the  treatise.3  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  had  Melito  thrown  the  slightest  doubt  on  the 
Apostolic  origin  of  the  Apocalypse,  Eusebius,  whose  dogmatic 
views  led  him  to  depreciate  that  writing,  would  have  referred  to 
the  fact.  Eusebius  also  mentions  that  Apollonius,  a  Presbyter  of 
Ephesus,  quoted  the  Apocalypse  against  the  Montanists,  and  there 
is  reason  to  suppose  that  he  did  so  as  an  Apostolic  work.^  Euse- 
bius further  states  that  Theophilus  of  Antioch  made  use  of  testi- 
mony from  the  Apocalypse  of  John  ;5  but  although,  as  Eusebius 
does  not  mention  anything  to  the  contrary,  it  is  probable  that 
Theophilus  really  recognised  the  book  to  be  by  John  the  Apostle, 
the  uncritical  haste  of  Eusebius  renders  his  vague  statement  of 
little  value.  We  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  quote  the  evidence 
of  later  writers.  Although  Irenaeus,  who  repeatedly  assigns  the 
Apocalypse  to  John,  the  disciple  of  the  Lord,^  is  cited  by  Apolo- 
gists as  a  very  important  witness,  more  especially  from  his  inter- 
course with  Polycarp,  we  do  not  attribute  any  value  to  his  testi- 
mony, both  from  the  late  date  at  which  he  wrote  and  from  the 
uncritical  and  credulous  character  of  his  mind.  Although  he 
appeals  to  the  testimony  of  those  "  who  saw  John  face  to  face " 
with  regard  to  the  number  of  the  name  of  the  Beast,  his  own 
utter  ignorance  of  the  interpretation  shows  how  little  information 
he  can  have  derived  from  Polycarp.7  The  same  remarks  apply 
still  more  strongly  to  Tertullian,  who  most  unhesitatingly  assigns 
the  Apocalypse  to  the  Apostle  John.^  It  would  be  useless  more 
particularly  to  refer  to  later  evidence,  or  quote  even  the  decided 
testimony  in  its  favour  of  Clement  of  Alexandria,^  or  Origen.'*' 

The  first  doubt  cast  upon  the  authenticity  of  the  Apocalypse 
occurs  in  the  argument  of  Dionysius  of  Alexandria,  one  of  the 
disciples  of  Origen,  in  the  middle  of  the  third  century.  He  men- 
tions that  some  had  objected  to  the  whole  work  as  without  sense 

»  Dial.  81  ;  cf.  Eusebius,  H.  E.^  iv.  18.  »  Eusebius,  H.  E.,  iv.  26. 

3  De  Vir,  III.,  24.  ^  Eusebius,  H.  K.,  v.  18. 

5  lb.,  iv.  24.  ^  Adv.  H<Br.,  iv.  20,  §  II  ;  21,  §  3  ;  30,  §  4,  etc. 

^  lb,,  V.  30.     ®  Adv.  Marc,  iii.  14,  24,  etc.     '  Strofnata,\\.  13,  §§  106,  141, 
"  Eusebius,  H,  E.,  vi.  25,  in  Joann,  0pp.,  iv,,  p.  17. 
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or  reason,  and  as  displaying  such  dense  ignorance  that  it  was 
impossible  that  an  Apostle,  or  even  one  in  the  Church,  could  have 
written  it,  and  they  assigned  it  to  Cerinthus,  who  held  the  doctrine 
of  the  reign  of  Christ  on  earth.'  These  objections,  it  is  obvious, 
are  merely  dogmatic,  and  do  not  affect  to  be  historical.  They  are, 
in  fact,  a  good  illustration  of  the  method  by  which  the  Canon  was 
formed.  If  the  doctrine  of  any  writing  met  with  the  approval  of 
the  early  Church,  it  was  accepted  with  unhesitating  faith,  and  its 
pretension  to  Apostolic  origin  was  admitted  as  a  natural  conse- 
quence ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  doctrine  of  the  writing  was 
not  clearly  that  of  the  community,  it  was  rejected  without  further 
examination.  It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  not  a  single  trace 
exists  of  the  application  of  historical  criticism  to  any  book  of  the 
New  Testament  in  the  early  ages  of  Christianity.  The  case  of 
the  Apocalypse  is  most  intelligible : — So  long  as  the  expectation 
and  hope  of  a  second  advent  and  of  a  personal  reign  of  the  risen 
and  glorified  Christ,  of  the  prevalence  of  which  we  have  abundant 
testimony  in  the  Pauline  Epistles  and  other  early  works,  continued 
to  animate  the  Church,  the  Apocalypse  which  excited  and  fostered 
them  was  a  popular  volume ;  but  as  years  passed  away  and  the 
general  longing  of  Christians,  eagerly  marking  the  signs  of  the 
times,  was  again  and  again  disappointed,  and  the  hope  of  a 
millennium  b^n  either  to  be  abandoned  or  indefinitely  postponed, 
the  Apocalypse  proportionately  lost  favour,  or  was  regarded  as  an 
incomprehensible  book  misleading  the  world  by  illusory  pro- 
mises. Its  history  is  that  of  a  highly  dogmatic  treatise  esteemed 
or  contemned  in  proportion  to  the  ebb  and  flow  of  opinion 
r^arding  the  doctrines  which  it  expresses. 

The  objections  of  Dionysius,  resting  first  upon  dogmatic  grounds 
and  his  inability  to  understand  the  Apocalyptic  utterances  of  the 
book,  took  the  shape  we  have  mentioned  of  a  critical  dilemma : — 
The  author  of  the  Gospel  could  not  at  the  same  time  be  the 
author  of  the  Apocalypse.  Dogmatic  predilection  decided  the 
question  in  favour  of  the  apostolic  origin  of  the  fourth  Gospel, 
and  the  reasoning  by  which  that  decision  is  arrived  at  has,  there- 
fore, no  critical  force  or  value.  The  fact  still  remains  that  Justin 
Martyr  distinctly  refers  to  the  Apocalypse  as  the  work  of  the 
Apostle  John,  and  no  similar  testimony  exists  in  support  of  the 
claims  of  the  fourth  Gospel. 

As  another  most  important  point,  we  may  mention  that  there  is 
probably  not  another  work  of  the  New  Testament  the  precise  date 
of  the  composition  of  which,  within  a  very  few  weeks,  can  so 
positively  be  affirmed.  No  result  of  criticism  rests  upon  a  more 
secure  basis  and  is  now  more  universally  accepted  by  all  competent 


'  Eosebios,  H,  J5.,  vii.  24. 
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critics  than  the  fact  that  the  Apocalypse  was  written  in 
A.D.  68-69.     T^^^  writer  distinctly  and  repeatedly  mentions  his 

name :  i.  i,  "The  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ unto  his  servant 

John";  i.  4,  "John  to  the  seven  churches  which  are  in  Asia";' 
and  he  states  that  the  work  was  written  in  the  island  of  Patmos, 
where  he  was  "  on  account  of  the  Word  of  God  and  the  testimony 
of  Jesus."'  Ewald,  who  decides  in  the  most  arbitrary  manner 
against  the  authenticity  of  the  Apocalypse  and  in  favour  of  the 
Johannine  authorship  of  the  Gospel,  objects  that  the  author, 
although  he  certainly  calls  himself  John,  does  not  assume  to  be 
an  Apostle,  but  merely  terms  himself  the  servant  (8o{JXos)  of 
Christ  like  other  true  Christians,  and  distinctly  classes  himself 
among  the  Prophets,3  and  not  among  the  Apostles.^  We  find, 
however,  that  Paul,  who  was  not  apt  to  waive  his  claims  to  the 
Apostolate,  was  content  to  call  himself  "  Paul,  a  servant  (8<wAos) 
of  Jesus  Christ,  called  to  be  an  Apostle,"  in  writing  to  the 
Romans;  (i.  i)  and  the  superscription  of  the  Epistle  to  the 
Philippians  is :  "  Paul  and  Timothy,  servants  (SovAot)  of  Christ 
Jesus.  "5  There  was,  moreover,  reason  why  the  author  of  the 
Book  of  Revelation,  a  work  the  form  of  which  was  decidedly  based 
upon  that  of  Daniel  and  other  Jewish  Apocalytic  writings,  should 
rather  adopt  the  character  of  Prophet  than  the  less  suitable  desig- 
nation of  Apostle  upon  such  an  occasion.  It  is  clear  that  he 
counted  fully  upon  being  generally  known  under  the  simple  desig- 
nation of  "  John,"  and  when  we  consider  the  unmistakable  terms 
of  authority  with  which  he  addresses  the  Seven  Churches  it  is 
scarcely  possible  to  deny  that  the  writer  either  was  the  Apostle 
or  distinctly  desired  to  assume  his  personality.  It  is  not  necessary 
for  us  here  to  enter  into  any  discussion  regarding  the  "  Presbyter 
John,"  for  it  is  generally  admitted  that  even  he  could  nof  have 
had  at  that  time  any  position  in  Asia  Minor  which  could  have 
warranted  such  a  tone.  If  the  name  of  Apostle,  therefore,  be 
not  directly  assumed — and  it  was  not  necessary  to  assume  it — the 
authority  of  one  is  undeniably  inferred. 

Ewald  argues  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  author  could  not 
more  clearly  express  that  he  was  not  one  of  the  Twelve  than 
when  he  imagines  {Apoc,,  xxi.  14)  the  names  of  the  "twelve 
apostles  of  the  Lamb  "  shining  upon  the  twelve  foundation-stones 
of  the  wall  of  the  future  heavenly  Jerusalem.  He  considers  that 
no  intelligent    person  could    thus    publicly  glorify  himself  or 

'  Cf.  i.  9  ;  xxii.  8.      '  i.  9,  blvk  rhv  \6yov  rod  dew  koI  r^  fuiprvplap  *lrf<roO 

3  Cf.  i.  1-3,  9  f.;  xix.  9  f.;  xxii.  6-^,  10,  16  f.,  18  f. 

*  Ewald,  Diejoh.  Schr,y  il,  p.  55  i.\  Jahrb,  bibl.  Wiss.y  v.,  p.  179  f. 

s  We  do  not  refer  to  the  opening  of  the  Epistle  to  Titus,  nor  to  that  which 
commences  "James,  a  servant  (5oOXoj)  of  God,"  etc.,  nor  to  the  so-called 
**  Epistle  of  Jude,"  all  being  too  much  disputed  or  apocryplial. 
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anticipate  the  honour  which  God  alone  can  bestow.  "Can 
any  one  seriously  believe,"  he  indignantly  inquires,  "  that  one  of 
the  Twelve,  yea,  that  even  he  whom  we  know  as  the  most  delicate 
and  refined  amongst  them,  could  have  written  this  of  himself  ?*'* 
In  the  first  place,  we  must  remark  that  in  this  discussion  it 
is  not  permissible  to  speak  of  our  knowing  John  the  Apostle 
as  distinguished  above  all  the  rest  of  the  Twelve  for  such  qualities. 
Nowhere  do  we  find  such  a  representation  of  him  except  in  the 
fourth  Gospel,  if  even  there,  but,  as  we  shall  presently  see,  rather 
the  contrary,  and  the  fourth  Gospel  cannot  here  be  received 
as  evidence.  We  might  point  out  that  the  symbolical  repre- 
sentation of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  is  held  to  be  practically 
objective,  a  revelation  of  things  that  "  must  shortly  come  to  pass," 
and  not  a  mere  subjective  sketch  coloured  according  to  the 
phantasy  of  the  writer.  Passing  on,  however,  it  must  be  apparent 
that  the  whole  account  of  the  heavenly  city  is  typical,  and  that 
in  basing  its  walls  upon  the  Twelve  he  does  not  glorify  himself 
personally,  but  simply  gives  its  place  to  the  idea  which  was 
symbolised  when  Jesus  is  represented  as  selecting  twelve  disciples, 
the  number  of  the  twelve  tribes,  upon  whose  preaching  the 
spiritual  city  was  to  be  built.  The  Jewish  belief  in  a  special 
preference  of  the  Jews  before  all  nations  doubtless  suggested  this, 
and  it  forms  a  leading  feature  in  the  strong  Hebraistic  form  of 
the  writer's  Christianity.  The  heavenly  city  is  simply  a  glorified 
Jerusalem ;  the  twelve  Apostles,  representatives  of  the  twelve 
tribes,  set  apart  for  the  regeneration  of  Israel,  are  the  foundation- 
stones  of  the  New  City  with  its  twelve  tribes  of  Israel,'  for  whom 
the  city  is  more  particularly  provided.  For  144,000  of  Israel  are 
first  sealed,  12,000  of  each  of  the  twelve  tribes,  before  the  Seer 
beholds  the  great  multitude  of  all  nations  and  tribes  and  peoples,  s 
The  whole  description  is  a  mere  allegory  characterised  by  the 
strongest  Jewish  dogmatism,  and  it  is  of  singular  value  for  the 
purpose  of  identifying  the  author. 

Moreover,  the  apparent  glorification  of  the  Twelve  is  more  than 
justified  by  the  promise  which  Jesus  is  represented  by  the 
Synoptics*  as  making  to  them  in  person.  When  Peter,  in  the 
name  of  the  Twelve,  asks  what  is  reserved  for  those  who  have 
forsaken  all  and  followed  him,  Jesus  replies  :  "  Verily  I  say  unto 
you  that  ye  which  have  followed  me,  in  the  regeneration  when  the 
Son  of  Man  shall  sit  on  the  throne  of  his  glory,  ye  also  shall  be 
set  upon  twelve  thrones  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel. "5 
Ewald  himself,  in  his  distribution  of  the  materials  of  our  existing 


^  Jahrb,  bibl.  Wiss.y  v.,  p.  180  f;  cf.  Die,  Joh,  Schrifien,  1862,  ii.,  p.  56  f. 
=  Apoc.y  xxi.  12.  3  /^.,  vii.  4-9. 

*  MaU.  xix.  27,  28 ;  Luke  xii.  28-30.  s  Matt.  xix.  28. 
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first  Synoptic  to  the  supposed  original  sources,  assigns  this  passage 
to  the  very  oldest  Grospel.'  What  impropriety  is  there,  and  what 
improbability,  therefore,  that  an  Apostle,  in  an  apocalyptic  allegory, 
should  represent  the  names  of  the  twelve  Apostles  as  inscribed 
upon  the  twelve  foundation-stones  of  the  spiritual  Jerusalem,  as 
the  names  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel  were  inscribed  upon 
the  twelve  gates  of  the  city?  On  the  contrary,  it  is  pro- 
bable under  the  circumstances  that  an  Apostle  should  make 
such  a  representation,  and,  in  view  of  the  facts  regarding  the 
Apostle  John  himself  which  we  have  from  the  Synoptics,  it  is 
particularly  in  harmony  with  his  character  ;  and  these  characteristics 
directly  tend  to  establish  his  identity  with  the  author. 

"How  much  less  is  it  credible  of  the  Apostle  John,"  says 
Ewald  elsewhere,  pursuing  the  same  argument,  "  who  as  a  writer 
is  so  incomparably  modest  and  delicate  in  feeling,  and  does  not 
in  a  single  one  of  the  writings  really  emanating  from  him  name 
himself  as  the  author,  or  even  proclaim  his  own  praise."*  This  is 
merely  sentimental  assumption  of  facts,  to  which  we  shall  hereafter 
allude ;  but,  if  the  "  incomparable  modesty "  of  which  he  speaks 
really  existed,  nothing  could  more  conclusively  separate  the  author 
of  the  fourth  Gospel  from  the  son  of  Zebedee  whom  we  know  in 
the  Synoptics,  or  more  support  the  claims  of  the  Apocalypse.  In 
the  first  place,  we  must  assert  that,  in  writing  a  serious  history  of 
the  life  and  teaching  of  Jesus,  full  of  marvellous  events  and 
astounding  doctrines,  the  omission  of  his  name  by  an  Apostle  can 
not  only  not  be  recognised  as  genuine  modesty,  but  must  be  con- 
demned as  culpable  neglect.  It  is  perfectly  incredible  that  an 
Apostle  could  have  written  such  a  work  without  attaching  his 
name  as  the  guarantee  of  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  events 
and  statements  he  records.  What  would  be  thought  of  a  historian 
who  published  a  history  without  a  single  reference  to  recognised 
authorities,  and  yet  who  did  not  declare  even  his  own  name  as 
some  evidence  of  his  truth?  The  fact  is  that  the  first  two  Synoptics 
bear  no  author's  name  because  they  are  not  the  work  of  any  one 
man,  but  the  collected  materials  of  many ;  the  third  Synoptic  only 
pretends  to  be  a  compilation  for  private  use ;  and  the  fourth  Gospel 
bears  no  simple  signature  because  it  is  neither  the  work  of  an 
Apostle,  nor  of  an  eye-witness  of  the  events  and  hearer  of  the 
teaching  it  records. 

If  it  be  considered  incredible  that  an  Apostle  could,  even 
in  an  Allegory,  represent  the  names  of  the  Twelve  as  written 
on  the  foundation-stones  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  and  the  incom- 
parable modesty  and  delicacy  of  feeling  of  the  assumed  author  of 
the  fourth  Grospel  be  contrasted  with  it  so  much  to  the  disadvan- 

*  DU  drei  ersten  Ew.y  p.  23.  «  Diejoh.  Schr.^  ii,  p.  56  f. 
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tage  of  the  writer  of  the  Apocalypse,  we  ask  whether  this  reference 
to  the  collective  Twelve  can  be  considered  at  all  on  a  par  with  the 
self-glorification  of  the  disguised  author  of  the  Gospel,  who,  not 
content  with  the  simple  indication  of  himself  as  John,  a  servant  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  sharing  distinction  equally  with  the  rest  of  the 
Twelve,  assumes  to  himself  alone  a  pre-eminence  in  the  favour 
and  affection  of  his  Master,  as  well  as  a  distinction  amongst  his 
fellow  disciples,  of  which  we  first  hear  from  himself,  and  which  is 
anything  but  corroborated  by  the  three  Synoptics  ?  The  supposed 
author  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  it  is  true,  does  not  plainly  mention 
his  name,  but  he  distinguishes  himself  as  "the  disciple  whom 
Jesus  loved,"  and  represents  himself  as  "  leaning  on  Jesus'  breast 
at  supper."'  This  distinction  assumed  for  himself,  and  this 
preference  over  the  other  disciples  in  the  love  of  him  whom  he 
represents  as  God,  is  much  greater  self-glorification  than  that  of 
the  author  of  the  Apocalypse.  We  shall  presently  see  how  far 
Ewald  is  right  in  saying,  moreover,  that  the  auUior  does  not 
clearly  indicate  the  person  for  whom,  at  least,  he  desires  to  be 
mistaken. 

We  must  conclude  that  these  objections  have  no  weight, 
and  that  there  is  no  internal  evidence  against  the  supposition 
that  the  "  John "  who  announces  himself  as  the  author  of  the 
Apocalypse  was  the  Apostle.  On  the  contrary,  the  tone  of 
authority  adopted  throughout,  and  the  evident  certainty  that  his 
identity  would  everywhere  be  recognised,  denote  a  position  in  the 
Church  which  no  other  person  of  the  name  of  John  could  well 
have  held  at  the  time  when  the  Apocalypse  was  written.  The 
external  evidence,  therefore,  which  indicates  the  Apostle  John  as 
the  author  of  the  Apocalypse  is  quite  in  harmony  with  the  internal 
testimony  of  the  book  itself.  We  have  ah-eady  pointed  out  the 
strong  colouring  of  Judaism  in  the  views  of  the  writer.  Its 
imagery  is  thoroughly  Jewish,  and  its  allegorical  representations 
are  entirely  based  upon  Jewish  traditions  and  hopes.  The 
heavenly  City  is  a  New  Jerusalem  ;  its  twelve  gates  are  dedicated 
to  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel ;  God  and  the  Lamb  are  the  Temple 
of  it ;  and  the  sealed  of  the  twelve  tribes  have  the  precedence  over 
the  nations,  and  stand  with  the  Lamb  on  Mount  Zion  (xiv.  i) 
having  his  name  and  his  Father's  written  on  their  foreheads.  The 
language  in  which  the  book  is  written  is  the  most  Hebraistic 
Greek  of  the  New  Testament,  as  its  contents  are  the  most  deeply 
tinged  with  Judaism.  If,  finally,  we  seek  for  some  traces  of  the 
character  of  the  writer,  we  see  in  every  page  the  impress  of  an 
impetuous  fiery  spirit,  whose  symbol  is  the  Eagle,  breathing  forth 
vengeance  against  the  enemies  of  the  Messiah  and  impatient  till  it 

'  John  xiii.  23 ;  xix.  26,  27  ;  xx.  2  f. ;  cf.  xxi.  20  f. 
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be  accomplished,  and  the  whole  of  the  visions  of  the  Apocalypse 
proceed  to  the  accompaniment  of  the  rolling  thunders  of  God's 
wrath. 

We  may  now  turn  to  examine  such  historical  data  as  exist  re- 
garding John  the  son  of  Zebedee,  and  to  inquire  whether  they 
accord  better  with  the  character  and  opinions  of  the  author  of  the 
Apocalypse  or  of  the  Evangelist.  John  and  his  brother  James  are 
represented  by  the  Synoptics  as  being  the  sons  of  Zebedee  and 
Salome.  They  were  fishermen  on  the  sea  of  Galilee,  and  at  the 
call  of  Jesus  they  left  their  ship  and  their  father  and  followed  him.' 
Their  fiery  and  impetuous  character  led  Jesus  to  give  them  the 
surname  of  Boavqpy^s,  "  Sons  of  thunder,"'  an  epithet  justified  by 
several  incidents  which  are  related  regarding  them.  Upon  one 
occasion,  John  sees  one  casting  out  devils  in  his  master's  name, 
and  in  an  intolerant  spirit  forbids  him  because  he  did  not  follow 
them,  for  which  he  is  rebuked  by  Jesus.3  Another  time,  when 
the  inhabitants  of  a  Samaritan  village  would  not  receive  them, 
John  and  James  angrily  turn  to  Jesus  and  say  :  "  Lord,  wilt  thou 
that  we  command  fire  t )  come  down  from  heaven,  and  consume 
them,  even  as  Elijah  did  P*'^  A  remarkable  episode  will  have 
presented  itself  already  to  the  mind  of  every  reader,  which  the 
second  s)nioptic  Gospel  narrates  as  follows  : — Mark  x.  35.  "  And 
James  and  John  the  sons  of  Zebedee  come  unto  him  saying  unto 
him  :  Teacher,  we  would  that  thou  shouldest  do  for  us  whatsoever 
we  shall  ask  thee.  36.  iVnd  he  said  unto  them  :  What  would  ye 
that  I  should  do  for  you?  37.  They  said  unto  him  :  Grant  that 
we  may  sit,  one  on  thy  right  hand,  and  the  other  on  thy  left  hand 
in  thy  glory.  38.  But  Jesus  said  to  them  :  Ye  know  not  what  ye 
ask :  can  ye  drink  the  cup  that  I  drink  ?  or  be  baptised  with  the 
baptism  that  I  am  baptised  with  ?  39.  And  they  said  unto  him  : 
We  can.  And  Jesus  said  unto  them :  The  cup  that  I  drink  ye 
shall  drink ;  and  with  the  baptism  that  I  am  baptised  withal  shall 
ye  be  baptised  :  40.  But  to  sit  on  my  right  hand  or  on  my  left 
hand  is  not  mine  to  give,  but  for  whom  it  has  been  prepared. 
41.  And  when  the  ten  heard  it  they  began  to  be  much  displeased 
with  James  and  John."  It  is  difficult  to  say  whether  the  effrontery 
and  selfishness  of  the  request,  or  the  assurance  with  which  the 
brethren  assert  their  power  to  emulate  the  Master,  is  more  striking 
in  this  scene.  Apparently,  the  grossness  of  the  proceeding  already 
began  to  be  felt  when  our  first  Gospel  was  edited,  for  it  represents 
the  request  as  made  by  the  mother  of  James  and  John  ;  but  that 
is  a  very  slight  decrease  of  the  offence,  inasmuch  as  the  brethren 
are  obviously  consenting,  if  not  inciting,  parties  to  the  prayer,  and 

*  Matt.  iv.  21  f.  ;  Mark  i.  19  f.  ;  Luke  v.  19  f. 

'  Mark  iii.  17.  3  Id.,  ix.  38  f.  ;  Luke  ix.  49  f.  *  Lukeix.  54  f. 
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utter  their  "  We  can  "  with  the  same  absence  of  "  incomparable 
modesty."'  After  the  death  of  Jesus,  John  remained  in  Jerusalem, ^ 
and  chiefly  confined  his  ministry  to  the  city  and  its  neighbour- 
hood.3  The  account  which  Hegesippus  gives  of  James  the 
brother  of  Jesus  who  was  appointed  overseer  of  the  Church  in 
Jerusalem  will  not  be  forgotten,^  and  we  refer  to  it  merely  in 
illustration  of  primitive  Christianity.  However  mythical  elements 
are  worked  up  into  the  narrative,  one  point  is  undoubted  fact,  that 
the  Christians  of  that  community  were  but  a  sect  of  Judaism, 
merely  superadding  to  Mosaic  doctrines  belief  in  the  actual  advent 
of  the  Messiah  whom  Moses  and  the  prophets  had  foretold  ;  and 
we  find,  in  the  Acts  of  the  Aposdes,  Peter  and  John  represented 
as  "  going  up  into  the  Temple  at  the  hour  of  prayer,"5  like  other 
Jews.  In  the  Epistle  of  Paul  to  the  Galatians  we  have  most 
valuable  evidence  with  regard  to  the  Apostle  John.  Paul  found 
him  still  in  Jerusalem  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  referred  to  in 
that  letter,  about  a.d.  50-53.  We  need  not  quote  at  length  the 
important  passage,  Gal.  ii.  i  f.,  but  the  fact  is  undeniable,  and 
stands  upon  stronger  evidence  than  almost  any  other  particular 
regarding  the  early  Church,  being  distinctly  and  directly  stated  by 
Paul  himself:  that  the  three  **  pillar"  Apostles  representing  the 
Church  there  were  James,  Peter,  and  John.  Peter  is  markedly 
termed  the  Apostle  of  the  circumcision,  and  the  diflerences 
between  him  and  Paul  are  evidence  of  the  opposition  of  their 
views.  James  and  John  are  clearly  represented  as  sharing  the 
views  of  Peter,  and,  whilst  Paul  finally  agrees  with  them  that  he  is 
to  go  to  the  Gentiles,  the  three  o-tvXmi  elect  to  continue  their 
ministry  to  the  circumcision.^  Here  is  John,  therefore,  clearly 
devoted  to  the  Apostleship  of  the  circumcision  as  opposed  to  Paul, 
whose  views,  as  we  gather  from  the  whole  of  Paul's  account,  were 
little  more  than  tolerated  by  the  o-rGAot.  Before  leaving  New 
Testament  data,  we  may  here  point  out  the  statement  in  the  Acts 
of  the  Apostles  that  Peter  and  John  were  known  to  be  "unlettered 
and  ignorant  men  "7  {avOfHOTroi  dypd/jLimroi  koI  ISiwrai),  Later 
tradition  mentions  one  or  two  circumstances  regarding  John  to 
which  we  may  briefly  refer.  Irenaeus  stales :  "  There  are  those 
who  heard  him  (Polycarp)  say  that  John,  the  disciple  of  the  Lord, 
going  to  bathe  at  Ephesus  and  perceiving  Cerinthus  within,  rushed 
forth  from  the  bath-house  without  bathing,  but  crying  out :  *  Let 
us  fly  lest  the  bath-house  fall  down  :  Cerinthus,  the  enemy  of  the 

truth,  being  within  it.' So  great  was  the  care  which  the  Apostles 

and  their  disciples  took  not  to  hold  even  verbal  intercourse  with 

'  Matt.  XX.  20  f.  »  Actsi.  13  ;  iii.  i.  3  Id.,  viii.  25 ;  xv.  i  f. 

*  Eusebius,  If.  £,,  ii.  23  ;  cf.  p.  268  f.  s  Acts  iii.  1.  f. 

^  GaL  ii.  8^.  7  Acts  iv.  13. 
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any  of  the  corrupters  of  the  truth,"'  etc.  Polycrates,  who  was 
Bishop  of  Ephesus  about  the  beginning  of  the  third  century,  states 
that  the  Apostle  John  wore  the  mitre  and  petalon  of  the  high 
priest  (os  €y€VTJ07j  Ic/ocvs  rh  ir^TaXov  'ir€<f>ofyrfKii>s)y^  a  tradition  which 
agrees  with  the  Jewish  tendencies  of  the  Apostle  of  the  circum- 
cision as  Paul  describes  him.3 

Now,  if  we  compare  these  data  regarding  John  the  son  of 
Zebedee  with  the  character  of  John,  the  author  of  the  Apocalypse, 
as  we  trace  it  in  the  work  itself,  it  is  impossible  not  to  be  struck 
by  the  singular  agreement.  The  Hebraistic  Greek  and  abrupt 
inelegant  diction  are  natural  to  the  imlettered  fisherman  of  Galilee, 
and  the  fierce  and  intolerant  spirit  which  pervades  the  book  is 
precisely  that  which  formerly  forbade  the  working  of  miracles, 
even  in  the  name  of  the  Master,  by  any  not  of  the  immediate 
circle  of  Jesus,  and  which  desired  to  consume  an  inhospitable 
village  with  fire  from  heaven. -♦  The  Judaistic  form  of  Christianity 
which  is  represented  throughout  the  Apocalypse,  and  the  Jewish 
elements  which  enter  so  largely  into  its  whole  composition,  are 
precisely  those  which  we  might  expect  from  John  the  Apostle  of 
the  circumcision,  and  the  associate  of  James  and  of  Peter  in  the 
very  centre  of  Judaism.  Parts  of  the  Apocalypse,  indeed,  derive 
a  new  significance  when  we  remember  the  opposition  which 
the  Aposde  of  the  Gentiles  met  with  from  the  Apostles  of 
the  circumcision,  as  plainly  declared  by  Paul  in  his  Epistle 
to  the  Galatians  ii.  i  f.,  and  apparent  in  other  parts  of  his 
writings. 

We  have  already  seen  the  scarcely  disguised  attack  which  is 
made  on  Paul  in  the  Clementine  Homilies  under  the  name  of 
Simon  the  Magician,  the  Apostle  Peter  following  him  from  city  to 
city  for  the  purpose  of  denoimcing  and  refuting  his  teaching. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  animosity  against  Paul  which  was 

*  Irenaeus,  Adv,  Har.^  iii.  3,  §  4 ;  Eusebius,  H.  E,,  iv.  14. 
'  Eusebius,  II.  E.,  iii.  31. 

3  We  need  not  refer  to  any  of  the  other  legends  regarding  Jc^n,  but  it  may  be 
well  to  mention  the  tradition  common  amongst  the  Fathers  which  assigned  to 
him  the  cognomen  of  **  the  Virgin."  One  Codex  gives  as  the  superscription  of 
the  Apocalypse  :  **  toO  iiyiov  Mo^ordrov  dwocrdXov  Kal  e^ayyeXiffrou  irapBivov 
ifyarnifiivov  iTiarifdlov  'Iu>dyyov  $€o\6yov  ";  and  we  know  that  it  is  reported  in 
early  writings  that,  of  all  the  Apostles,  only  John  and  the  Apostle  Paul 
remained  unmarried  ;  whence  probably,  in  part,  this  title.  In  connection  with 
this,  we  may  point  to  the  importance  attached  to  virginity  in  the  Apocalypse, 
xiv.  4;  cf.  Scnwegler,  Das  nachap,  Z«V.,ii.,  p.  254;  LUcke,  Comm.  Ub.  d. 
Br.Joh.y  1836,  p.  32  f.  ;  Credner,  Einl,  N.  7'.,  i.,  p.  21. 

*  The  very  objection  of  Ewald  regarding  the  glonfication  of  the  Twelve,  if 
true,  would  be  singularly  in  keeping  with  the  audacious  request  of  John  and 
his  brother,  to  sit  on  the  right  and  left  hand  of  the  glorified  Jesus,  for  we  find 
none  of  the  '*  incomparable  modesty  "  which  the  imaginative  critic  attributes 
to  the  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel  in  the  John  of  the  Synoptics. 
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felt  by  the  Ebionitic  party,  to  which  John  as  well  as  Peter 
belonged,  was  extreme,  and  when  the  novelty  of  the  doctrine  of 
justification  by  faith  alone,  taught  by  him,  is  considered,  it  is  very 
comprehensible.  In  the  Apocalypse  we  find  undeniable  traces  of 
it  which  accord  with  what  Paul  himself  says,  and  with  the  un- 
doubted tradition  of  the  early  Church.  Not  only  is  Paul  silently 
excluded  from  the  number  of  the  Apostles,  which  might  be  intelli- 
gible when  the  typical  nature  of  the  number  twelve  is  considered, 
but  allusion  is  undoubtedly  made  to  him  in  the  Epistles  to  the 
Churches.  It  is  clear  that  Paul  is  referred  to  in  the  address  to  the 
Church  of  Ephesus :  "  And  thou  didst  try  them  which  say  that 
they  are  Apostles  and  are  not,  and  didst  find  them  false  ";'  and 
also  in  the  words  to  the  Church  of  Smyrna  :  "  But  I  have  a  few 
things  against  thee,  because  thou  hast  there  them  that  hold  the 
teaching  of  Balaam,  who  taught  Balak  to  cast  a  stumbling  block 
before  the  sons  of  Israel,  to  eat  things  sacrificed  unto  idols,"^  etc., 
as  well  as  elsewhere.  Without  dwelling  on  this  point,  however, 
we  think  it  must  be  apparent  to  every  unpr^udiced  person  that 
the  Apocalypse  singularly  corresponds  in  every  respect — slanguage, 
construction,  and  thought — with  what  we  are  told  of  the  character 
of  the  Apostle  John  by  the  Synoptic  Gospels  and  by  tradition,  and 
that  the  internal  evidence,  therefore,  accords  with  the  external  in 
attributing  the  composition  of  the  Apocalypse  to  that  Apostle. 
We  may  without  hesitation  affirm,  at  least,  that  with  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  of  the  Epistles  of  Paul  there  is  no  work  of  the  New 
Testament  which  is  supported  by  such  close  evidence. 

We  need  not  discuss  the  tradition  as  to  the  residence  of  the 
Apostle  John  in  Asia  Minor,  regarding  which  much  might  be 
said.  Those  who  accept  the  authenticity  of  the  Apocalypse  of 
course  admit  its  composition  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ephesus,  3 
and  see  in  this  the  confirmation  of  the  widespread  tradition  that  the 
Apostle  spent  a  considerable  period  of  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in 
that  city.  We  may  merely  mention,  in  passing,  that  a  historical  basis 
for  the  tradition  has  occasionally  been  disputed,  and  has  latterly 
again  been  denied  by  some  able  critics.  The  evidence  for  this,  as 
for  everything  else  connected  with  the  early  ages  of  Christianity,  is 
extremely  unsatisfactory.  Nor  need  we  trouble  ourselves  with  the 
dispute  as  to  the  Presbyter  John,  to  whom  many  ascribe  the 
composition,  on  the  one  hand,  of  the  Apocalypse,  and,  on  the 
other,  of  the  Gospel,  according  as  they  finally  accept  the  one  or 
the  other  alternative  of  the  critical  dilemma  which  we  have 
explained. 

If  we  proceed  to  compare  the  character  of  the  Apostle  John,  as 
we  have  it  depicted  in  the  Synoptics  and  other  writings  to  which 

*  Apoc.^  ii.  2.  »  /&.,  ii.  14,  iii.  9.  3  /^.^  {.  q. 
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we  have  referred,  with  that  of  the  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  and 
to  contrast  the  peculiarities  of  both,  we  have  a  very  different  result. 
Instead  of  the  Hebraistic  Greek  and  liarsh  diction  which  might 
be  expected  from  the  unlettered  and  ignorant  fisherman  of  Galilee, 
we  find,  in  the  fourth  Gospel,  the  purest  and  least  Hebraistic 
Greek  of  any  of  the  Gospels  (some  parts  of  the  third  Synoptic, 
perhaps,  alone  excepted),  and  a  refinement  and  beauty  of  com- 
position whose  charm  has  captivated  the  world,  and  in  too  many 
cases  prevented  the  calm  exercise  of  judgment.  Instead  of  the 
fierce  and  intolerant  temper  of  the  Son  of  thunder,  we  find  a 
spirit  breathing  forth  nothing  but  gentleness  and  love.  Instead  of 
the  Judaistic  Christianity  of  the  Apostle  of  Circumcision  who 
merely  tolerates  Paul,  we  find  a  mind  which  has  so  completely 
detached  itself  from  Judaism  that  the  writer  makes  the  very 
appellation  of  "Jew"  equivalent  to  that  of  an  enemy  of  the 
truth.  Not  only  are  the  customs  and  feasts  of  the  Jews  dis- 
regarded and  spoken  of  as  observances  of  a  people  with  whom  the 
writer  has  no  concern,  but  he  anticipates  the  day  when  neither  on 
Mount  Gerizim  nor  yet  at  Jerusalem  men  shall  worship  the 
Father,  but  when  it  shall  be  recognised  that  the  only  true  worship 
is  that  which  is  offered  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  Faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
and  the  merits  of  his  death  is  the  only  way  by  which  man  can 
attain  to  eternal  life,  and  the  Mosaic  Law  is  practically  abolished. 
We  venture  to  assert  that,  taking  the  portrait  of  John  the  son  of 
2^bedee,  which  is  drawn  in  the  Synoptics  and  the  Epistle  of  Paul 
to  the  Galatians,  supplemented  by  later  tradition,  to  which  we 
have  referred,  and  comparing  it  with  that  of  the  writer  of  the 
fourth  Gospel,  no  unprejudiced  mind  can  fail  to  recognise  that 
there  are  not  two  features  alike. 

It  is  the  misfortune  of  this  case  that  the  beauty  of  the  Gospel 
under  trial  has  too  firequently  influenced  the  decision  of  the 
judges,  and  men  who  have,  in  other  matters,  exhibited  sound 
critical  judgment,  in  this  abandon  themselves  to  sheer  sentimen- 
tality, and  indulge  in  rhapsodies  when  reasons  would  be  more 
appropriate.  Bearing  in  mind  that  we  have  given  the  whole  of 
the  data  regarding  John  the  son  of  Zebedee  furnished  by  New 
Testament  writings — excluding  merely  the  fourth  Gospel  itself, 
which,  of  course,  caimot  at  present  be  received  in  evidence — ^as 
well  as  the  only  traditional  information  possessing,  from  its  date 
and  character,  any  appreciable  value,  it  will  become  apparent  that 
every  argument  which  proceeds  on  the  assumption  that  John  was 
the  beloved  disciple,  and  possessed  of  characteristics  quite 
different  from  those  we  meet  with  in  the  writings  to  which  we  have 
referred,  is  worthless  and  a  mere  petiHo  principii.  We  can, 
therefore,  appreciate  the  state  of  the  case  when,  for  instance,  we 
find  an  able  man  like  Credner  commencing  his  inquiry  as  to  who 
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was  the  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel  with  such  words  as  the 
following :  "  Were  we  entirely  without  historical  data  regarding 
the  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  who  is  not  named  in  the  writing 
itself,  we  should  still,  from  internal  grounds  in  the  Gospel  itself — 
from  the  nature  of  the  language,  from  the  freshness  and  perspi- 
cacity of  the  narrative,  from  the  exactness  and  precision  of  the 
statements,  from  the  peculiar  manner  of  the  mention  of  the 
Baptist  and  of  the  sons  of  Zebedee,  from  the  love  and  fervour 
rising  to  ecstasy  which  the  writer  manifests  towards  Jesus,  from 
the  irresistible  charm  which  is  poured  out  over  the  whole  ideally- 
composed  evangelical  history,  from  the  philosophical  considerations 
with  which  the  Gospel  begins — be  led  to  the  result :  that  the 
author  of  such  a  Gospel  can  only  be  a  native  of  Palestine,  can 
only  be  a  direct  eye-witness,  can  only  be  an  Apostle,  can  only  be 
a  favourite  of  Jesus,  can  only  be  that  John  whom  Jesus  held 
captivated  to  himself  by  the  whole  heavenly  spell  of  his  teaching, 
that  John  who  rested  on  the  bosom  of  Jesus,  stood  beneath  his 
cross,  and  whose  later  residence  in  a  city  like  Ephesus  proves 
that  philosophical  speculation  not  merely  attracted  him,  but  that 
he  also  knew  how  to  maintain  his  place  amongst  philosophically 
cultivated  Greeks."*  It  is  almost  impossible  to  proceed  further 
in  building  up  theory  on  baseless  assumption;  but  we  shall 
hereafter  see  that  he  is  kept  in  countenance  by  Ewald, 
who  outstrips  him  in  the  boldness  and  minuteness  of  his 
conjectures.  We  must  now  more  carefully  examine  the  details  of 
the  case. 

The  language  in  which  the  Gospel  is  written,  as  we  have 
already  mentioned,  is  much  less  Hebraic  than  that  of  the  other 
Gospels,  with  the  exception  of  parts  of  the  Gospel  according  to 
Luke,  and  its  Hebraisms  are  not  on  the  whole  greater  than  was 
almost  invariably  the  case  with  Hellenistic  Greek ;  but  its 
composition  is  distinguished  by  peculiar  smoothness,  grace,  and 
beauty,  and  in  this  respect  it  is  assigned  the  first  rank  among 
the  Gospels.  It  may  be  remarked  that  the  connection  which 
Credner  finds  between  the  language  and  the  Apostle  John  arises 
out  of  the  supposition  that  long  residence  in  Ephesus  had  enabled 
him  to  acquire  that  facility  of  composition  in  the  Greek  language 
which  is  one  of  its  characteristics.  Ewald,  who  exaggerates  the 
Hebraism  of  the  work,  resorts  nevertheless  to  the  conjecture, 
which  we  shall  hereafter  more  fully  consider,  that  the  Gospel  was 
written  from  dictation  by  young  friends  of  John  in  Ephesus,  who 
put  the  aged  Apostle's  thoughts,  in  many  places,  into  purer  Greek 
as  they  wrote  them  down."  The  arbitrary  nature  of  such  an 
explanation,  adopted  in  one  shape  or  another  by  many  apologists, 

'  Credner,  £in/.  JV.  T,,'u,  p.  208.  »  Diejoh,  Schr.y  L    p.  50  f. 
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requires  no  remark ;  but  we  shall  at  every  turn  meet  with  similar 
assumptions  advanced  to  overcome  difficulties.  Now,  although 
there  is  no  certain  information  as  to  the  time  when,  if  ever,  the 
Apostle  removed  into  Asia  Minor,  it  is  at  least  pretty  certain  that 
he  did  not  leave  Palestine  before  a.d.  60.*  We  find  him  still  at 
Jerusalem  about  a.d.  50-53,  when  Paul  went  thither,  and  he  had 
not  at  that  time  any  intention  of  leaving ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
his  dedication  of  himself  to  the  ministry  of  the  circumcision  is 
distinctly  mentioned  by  the  Apostle. ^  The  "unlettered  and 
ignorant "  fisherman  of  Galilee,  therefore,  had  obviously  attained 
an  age  when  habits  of  thought  and  expression  have  become  fixed, 
and  when  a  new  language  cannot  without  great  difficulty  be 
acquired.  If  we  consider  the  Apocalypse  to  be  his  work,  we  find 
positive  evidence  of  such  markedly  different  thought  and  language 
actually  existing  when  the  Apostle  must  have  been  between  sixty 
and  seventy  years  of  age,  that  it  is  quite  impossible  to  conceive 
that  he  could  have  subsequently  acquired  the  language  and 
mental  characteristics  of  the  fourth  Gospel.  It  would  be  perfectly 
absurd,  so  far  as  language  goes,  to  find  in  the  fourth  Gospel  the 
slightest  indication  of  the  Apostle  John,  of  whose  language  we 
have  no  information  except  from  the  Apocalypse,  a  composition 
which,  if  accepted  as  written  by  the  Apostle,  would  at  once  exclude 
all  consideration  of  the  Gospel  as  his  work. 

There  are  many  circumstances,  however,  which  seem  clearly  to 
indicate  that  the  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel  was  neither  •a 
native  of  Palestine  nor  a  Jew,  and  to  some  of  these  we  must  briefly 
refer.  The  philosophical  statements  with  which  the  Gospel  com- 
mences, it  will  be  admitted,  are  anything  but  characteristic  of  the 
Son  of  thunder,  the  ignorant  and  unlearned  fisherman  of 
Galilee  who,  to  a  comparatively  advanced  period  of  life,  continued 
preaching  in  his  native  country  to  his  brethren  of  the  circumcision. 
Attempts  have  been  made  to  trace  the  Logos  doctrine  of  the  fourth 
Gospel  to  the  purely  Hebraic  source  of  the  Old  Testament,  but 
every  impartial  mind  must  perceive  that  here  there  is  no  direct  and 
simple  transformation  of  the  theory  of  Wisdom  of  the  Proverbs 
and  Old  Testament  Apocrypha,  and  no  mere  development  of  the 
later  Memra  of  the  Targums,  but  a  very  advanced  application 
to  Christianity  of  Alexandrian  philosophy,  with  which  we  have 
become  familiar  through  the  writings  of  Philo,  to  which  reference 
has  so  frequently  been  made.  It  is  quite  true  that  a  decided  step 
beyond   the  doctrine  of    Philo    is   made    when   the    Logos   is 


'  It  is  almost  certain  that  John  did  not  remove  to  Asia  Minor  during  Paul's 
time.  There  is  no  trace  of  his  being  there  in  the  Pauline  Epistles  (cf.  de 
Wette,  Einl,  N.  71,  p.  221). 

»  Gal.  ii.  9.      . 
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represented  as  a-ap^  iyevtro  in  the  person  of  Jesus ;  but  this  argu- 
ment is  equally  applicable  to  the  Jewish  doctrine  of  Wisdom,  and 
that  step  had  already  been  taken  before  the  composition  of  the 
Gospel.  In  the  Alexandrian  philosophy  everything  was  prepared 
for  the  final  application  of  the  doctrine,  and  nothing  is  more  clear 
than  the  fact  that  the  writer  of  the  fourth  Gospel  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  teaching  of  the  Alexandrian  school,  from 
which  he  derived  his  philosophy,  and  its  elaborate  and  systematic 
application  to  Jesus  alone  indicates  a  late  development  of  Christian 
doctrine,  which  we  maintain  could  not  have  been  attained  by  the 
Judaistic  son  of  Zebedee.' 

We  have  already  on  several  occasions  referred  to  the  attitude 
which  the  writer  of  the  fourth  Gospel  assumes  towards  the  Jews. 
Apart  from  the  fact  that  he  places  Christianity  generally  in  strong 
antagonism  to  Judaism,  as  light  to  darkness,  truth  to  a  lie,  and 
presents  the  doctrine  of  a  hypostatic  Trinity  in  the  most  developed 
form  to  be  found  in  the  New  Testament,  in  striking  contrast  to  the 
three  Synoptics,  and  in  contradiction  to  Hebrew  Monotheism,  he 
writes  at  all  times  as  one  who  not  only  is  not  a  Jew  himself,  but  has 
nothing  to  do  with  their  laws  and  customs.  He  speaks  everywhere 
of  the  feasts  "  of  the  Jews,"  "  the  passover  of  the  Jews,"  "  the 
manner  of  the  purifying  of  the  Jews,"  "  the  Jews*  feast  of  taber- 
nacles," "as  the  manner  of  the  Jews  is  to  bury,"  "the  Jews'  prepara- 
tion day,"  and  so  on.^  The  Law  of  Moses  is  spoken  of  as  "  your 
law,"  "  their  law,"  as  of  a  people  with  which  the  writer  was  not 
connected.3  Moreover,  the  Jews  are  represented  as  continually 
in  virulent  opposition  to  Jesus,  and  seeking  to  kill  him ;  and  the 
word  "  Jew  "  is  the  unfailing  indication  of  the  enemies  of  the  truth, 
and  the  persecutors  of  the  Christ.-*  The  Jews  are  not  once  spoken 
of  as  the  favoured  people  of  God,  but  they  are  denoimced  as 
"  children  of  the  devil,"  who  is  "  the  father  of  lies  and  a  murderer 
from  the  beginning,  "s  The  author  makes  Caiaphas  and  the  chief 
priests  and  Pharisees  speak  of  the  Jewish  people  not  as  o  Xaos, 
but  as  rb  eOvos,  the  term  employed  by  the  Jews  to  designate  the 
Gentiles.^    We  need  scarcely  point  out  that  the  Jesus  of  the  fourth 

*  Most  critics  agree  that  the  characteristics  of  the  fourth  Gospel  render  the 
supposition  that  it  was  the  work  of  an  old  man  untenable. 

'  John  ii.  6,  13  ;  V.  I  ;  vi.  4  ;  vii.  2 ;  xix.  40,  42,  etc. 
3  /d.f  viii.  17  ;  X.  34 ;  XV.  25,  etc. 

*  /L,  V.  16,  18;  vii.  23,  19  f.  ;  viii.  40,  59;  ix.  22,  28;  .xviii.  31  f.  ; 
xix.  1 2  f. 

5  Jd,,  viii.  44. 

^  t6  idyot  is  applied  to  the  Jewish  people  fourteen  times  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment. It  is  so  usied  five  times  in  the  wurth  Gospel  (xi.  48,  50,  51,  52,  xviii.  35), 
and  elsewhere,  with  one  exception,  only  by  the  author  of  the  third  Synoptic 
and  Acts  (Luke  vii.  5,  xxiii.  2 ;  Acts  x.  22,  xxiv.  3,  10,  17,  xxvi.  4,  xxviii.  19), 
who  is  almost  universally  believed  to  have  been  a  Gentile  convert  and  not  a 
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Gospel  is  no  longer  of  the  race  of  David,  but  the  Son  of  God. 
The  expectation  of  the  Jews  that  the  Messiah  should  be  of  the 
seed  of  David  is  entirely  set  aside,  and  the  genealogies  of  the  first 
and  third  Synoptics  tracing  his  descent  are  not  only  ignored,  but 
the  whole  idea  absolutely  excluded. 

Then  the  writer  calls  Annas  the  high  priest,  although  at  the 
same  time  Caiaphas  is  represented  as  holding  that  office.'  The 
expression  which  he  uses  is :  "  Caiaphas  being  the  high  priest  that 
year "  (dpxi€p€vs  ^v  rov  ivtavrov  €K€Cvov),  This  statement, 
made  more  than  once,  indicates  the  belief  that  the  office  was 
merely  annual,  which  is  erroneous.  Josephus  states  with  regard 
to  Caiaphas  that  he  was  high  priest  for  ten  years,  from  a.d.  25-36.' 
Ewald  and  others  argue  that  the  expression  "  that  year  "  refers  to 
the  year  in  which  the  death  of  Jesus,  so  memorable  to  the  writer, 
took  place,  and  that  it  does  not  exclude  the  possibility  of  his 
having  been  high  priest  for  successive  years  also.3  This  explana- 
tion, however,  is  quite  arbitrary  and  insufficient,  and  this  is  shown 
by  the  additional  error  in  representing  Annas  as  also  high  priest 
at  the  same  time.  The  Synoptists  know  nothing  of  the  prelimi- 
nary examination  before  Annas,  and  the  reason  given  by  the  writer 
of  the  fourth  Gospel  wliy  the  soldiers  first  took  Jesus  to  Annas : 
"for  he  was  father-in-law  to  Caiaphas,  who  was  high  priest  that 
same  year,"*  is  inadmissible.  The  assertion  is  a  clear  mistake,  and 
it  probably  originated  in  a  stranger,  writing  of  facts  and  institutions 
with  which  he  was  not  well  acquainted,  being  misled  by  an  error 
equally  committed  by  the  author  of  the  third  Gospel  and  of  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles.  In  Luke  iii.  2  the  word  of  God  is  said  to 
come  to  John  the  Baptist,  "  in  the  high  priesthood  of  Annas  and 
Caiaphas "  (eirl  dp^upkays  "Avva  Kot  Kaia<^) ;  and  again,  in 
Acts  iv.  6,  Annas  is  spoken  of  as  the  high  priest  when  Peter  and 
John  healed  the  lame  man  at  the  gate  of  the  Temple  which  was 
called  "  Beautiful,"  and  Caiaphas  is  mentioned  immediately  after  : 
"  And  Annas  the  high  priest,  and  Caiaphas,  and  John,  and  Alex- 
Jew.  The  exception  referred  to  is  i  Pet.  ii.  9,  where,  however,  the  use  is 
justified  :  iOpos  dyio^f  XoAs  els  wepiTolrfcrtif.  The  word  Xa^  is  only  twice  used 
in  the  fourth  Gospel,  once  in  xi.  50,  where  idwos  occurs  in  the  same  verse,  and 
again  in  xviii.  14,  where  the  same  words  of  Caiaphas,  xi.  50,  are  quoted.  It 
is  found  in  viii.  2,  but  that  episode  does  not  belong  to  the  fourth  Gospel,  but  is 
probably  taken  from  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews.  Ewald  himself 
points  out  that  the  saying  of  Caiaphas  is  the  purest  Greek,  and  this  is  another 
proof  that  it  could  not  proceed  from  the  son  of  Zebedee.  It  could  still  less  be, 
as  it  stands,  an  original  speech  in  Greek  of  the  high  priest  to  the  Jewish 
Council — a  point  which  does  not  require  remark  (cf.  Ewald,  I>u  Joh,  Schr.^ 

i-.  P-  3251  anm-  0- 
'  John  xi.  49,  51  ;  xviii.  13,  16,  19,  22,  24. 
»  Antiq,  xviu.  2,  §  2 ;  4,  §  3 ;  cf.  Matt.  xxvi.  3,  57. 

3  Die /oh.  Schr,y  i.,  p.  326,  anm.  I  ;  LUcke,  ComnutU,  Ev,  Joh.^  ii.,  p.  484. 
*  John  xviii.  13. 
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ander,  and  as  many  as  were  of  the  kindred  of  the  high  priest" 
Such  statements,  erroneous  in  themselves  and  not  understood  by 
the  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  may  have  led  to  the  confusion  in 
the  narrative.  Annas  had  previously  been  high  priest,  as  we  know 
from  Josephus,*  but  nothing  is  more  certain  than  the  fact  that  the 
title  was  not  continued  after  the  office  was  resigned ;  and  Ishmael, 
Eleazar,  and  Simon,  who  succeeded  Annas  and  separated  his  term 
of  office  from  that  of  Caiaphas,  did  not  subsequently  bear  the  title. 
The  narrative  is  a  mistake,  and  such  an  error  could  not  have  been 
committed  by  a  native  of  Palestine,  and  much  less  by  an  acquain- 
tance of  the  high  priest.' 

There  are  also  several  geographical  errors  committed  which 
denote  a  foreigner.  In  i.  28  the  writer  speaks  of  a  "  Bethany 
beyond  Jordan,  where  John  was  baptising."  The  substitution  of 
"  Bethabara,"  mentioned  by  Origen,  which  has  erroneously  crept 
into  the  vulgar  text,  is,  of  course,  repudiated  by  critics,  "  Bethany" 
standing  in  all  the  older  codices.  The  alteration  was  evidently 
proposed  to  obviate  the  difficulty  that,  even  in  Origen's  rime,  there 
did  not  exist  any  trace  of  a  Bethany  beyond  Jordan  in  Peraea. 
The  place  could  not  be  the  Bethany  near  Jerusalem,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed that  the  writer  either  mistook  its  position  or,  inventing  a 
second  Bethany,  which  he  described  as  "  beyond  Jordan,"  dis- 
played an  ignorance  of  the  locality  improbable  either  in  a  Jew  or  a 
Palestinian. 3     Again,    in  iii.   23,  the  writer  says  that   "  John  was 

'  Antiq.^  xviii.  2,  §  I. 

'  John  xviii.  15.  The  author  says,  in  relating  the  case  of  restoration  of  sight 
to  a  blind  man,  that  Jesus  desired  him  :  (ix.  7)  '*  Go  wash  in  the  pool  of 
Siloam,"  and  adds:  "which  is  by  interpretation  :  Sent."  The  writer  evidently 
wishes  to  ascribe  a  prophetical  character  to  the  name,  and  thus  increase  the 
significance  of  the  miracle  ;  but  the  explanation  of  the  Hebrew  name,  it  is 
contended,  is  forced  and  incorrect  (Bretschneider,  Probabiliay  p.  93;  Davidson, 
Int,  N.  T.y  ii.,  p.  428 ;  cf.  Gesenius,  /.ex.  Hebr.y  1847,  p.  925),  and  betrays 
a  superficial  knowledge  of  the  language.  At  the  best,  the  interpretation  is  a 
mere  conceit,  and  LUcke  (Ev.Joh.,  ii.,  p.  381)  refuses  to  be  persuaded  that  the 
parenthesis  is  by  John  at  all,  and  prefers  the  conjecture  that  it  is  a  ^loss  of  some 
ancient  allegorical  interpreter  introduced  into  the  text.  Other  critics  (Kuinoel, 
Com.  in  N.  T.,  1817,  iii.,  p.  445  ;  Tholuck,  Com.  Ev.  Joh.  ^te  Aufl.,  1837, 
p.  194 :  cf.  Neander,  l^ben  J.  C.  Tte  Ausg.  p.  398,  anm.  i  ;  Farrar,  Life  of 
Christy  ii.,  p.  81,  n.  3)  express  similar  views;  but  this  explanation  is  resisted 
by  the  evidence  of  MSS.  As  the  balance  of  opinion  pwonounces  the  interpreta- 
tion within  grammatical  possibility ^  and  the  interpolation  of  the  phrase  may  be 
equally  possible,  the  objection  must  not  be  pressed. 

3  Baur,  (Inters,  kan.  Ew.y  p.  331  ;  Bretschneider,  Probabiliay  p.  95  f.  ; 
Davidson,  Int.  N.  T.,  ii.,  p.  427;  Schenkel,  Das  Ckarakt,  Jesu^y.  354; 
Scholten,  Het  Ev.  Joh.,  p.  207.  Keim  {Jes,  v.  Naz.y  i.,  p.  495,  iii.,  p.  6i5, 
anm.  2)  does  not  consider  the  events  connected  with  the  place  historical.  The 
reference  is  suggestively  discussed  by  Bleek,  Einl.  N.  T.,  p.  210  f.  ;  Beitrdgey 
p.  256  f.  ;  Caspari,  Chron.  Geogr.  Eini.,  1869,  p.  79  f.  ;  Ebrard,  Ev.Joh.^ 
p.  68  f.  ;  Ewald,  Gesch.  V.  Isr.,  v.,  p.  262,  anm.  i ;  Farrar,  Life  of  Christ,  i., 
p.  140,  n.  I  ;  Grove,  in  Smith's  Diet,  of  Bible  y  i.,  p.  194  f.  ;  Hengstenberg,  Ev. 
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baptising  in  ^non,  near  to  Salim,  because  there  was  much  water 
there."  This  ^non,  near  to  Salim,  was  in  Judaea,  as  is  clearly 
stated  in  the  previous  verse.  The  place,  however,  was  quite 
unknown  even  in  the  third  century,  and  the  nearest  locality  which 
could  be  indicated  as  possible  was  in  the  north  of  Samaria,  and, 
therefore,  differed  from  the  statements  in  iii.'22,  iv.  3.'  -^non 
signifies  "  springs,"  and  the  question  arises  whether  the  writer  of 
the  fourth  Gospel,  not  knowing  the  real  meaning  of  the  word,  did 
not  simply  mistake  it  for  the  name  of  a  place.^  In  any  case,  there 
seems  to  be  here  another  error  into  which  the  author  of  the  fourth 
Gospel,  had  he  been  the  Apostle  John,  could  not  have  fallen. 

The  account  of  the  miracle  of  the  pool  of  Bethesda  is  a  remark- 
able one  for  many  reasons.  The  words  which  most  pointedly  relate 
the  miraculous  phenomena  characterising  the  pool  are  rejected  by 
many  critics  as  an  interpolation.  In  the  following  extract  we  put 
them  in  italics :  v.  3. — "  In  these  {hve  porches)  lay  a  multitude  of 
the  sick,  halt,  withered,  waiting  for  the  moving  of  the  water,  4. 
For  an  angel  went  dawn  at  certain  seasons  into  the  pool  and  was 
troubling  the  water:  he^  therefore^  who  first  went  in  after  the 
troubling  of  the  water  was  made  whole  of  whatsoever  disease  he  had." 
We  maintain,  however,  that  the  obnoxious  passage  is  no  spurious 
interpolation,  but  that  there  is  ample  evidence,  external  and 
internal,  to  substantiate  its  claim  to  a  place  in  the  text  It  is  true 
that  the  whole  passage  is  omitted  by  the  Sinaitic  and  Vatican 
Codices,  and  by  C ;  that  A',  L,  18,  and  others,  omit  the  last 
phrase  of  verse  3,  and  that  D,  33,  which  contain  that  phrase,  omit 
the  whole  of  verse  4,  together  with  157,  314  and  some  other  MSS.; 
that  in  many  codices  in  which  the  passage  is  found  it  is  marked 
by  an  asterisk  or  obelus,  and  that  it  presents  considerable  variation 
in  readings.  It  is  also  true  that  it  is  omitted  by  Cureton*s  Syriac, 
by  the  Thebaic,  and  by  most  of  the  Memphitic  versions.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  exists  in  the  Alexandrian  Codex,  C\  E,  F.  G, 
H,  I,  K,  L,  M,  U,  V,  r.  A,  and  other  MSS.,3  and  it 'forms  part  of 
the  Peschito,  Jerusalem  Syriac,  Vulgate,  Watkin's  Memphitic, 
iEthiopic,  and  Armenian  versions.     More  important  still  is  the 

foh.,  i.,  p.  83  f. ;  Holtzmann,  in  Schenkel's  Bib»  Lex.,  i.,  p.  420  f.  ;  Meyer, 
Ev.foh.y^,  103  f.  ;  Winer,  BibL  Reahvorterb.^  i.,  p.  167.  The  itinerary 
indicated  m  the  following  passages  should  be  borne  in  mind  :  John  i.  18,  43, 
ii.  I,  X.  40,  xi.  1-18.  The  recent  apolc^etic  attempt  to  identify  this  Bethany 
with  Tell  Anihje,  **  ndrrische  weise^*  as  Keim  contemptuously  terms  Caspari  s 
proceeding,  has  signally  failed. 

*  According  to  Eusebius  and  Jerome,  it  was  shown  in  their  day,  near  Salem 
and  the  Jordan,  eight  miles  south  of  Scythopolis ;  but  few  critics  adopt  this 
site,  which  is,  in  fact,  excluded  by  the  statements  of  the  evangelist  himself. 

'  Scholten,  Het  Ev.Joh,^  p.  435. 

3  The  italicised  worcls  in  verse  3,  as  we  have  already  pointed  out,  are  only  by 
the  second  hand  in  A,  but  they  are  originally  given  in  D  and  33. 

2M 
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fact  that  it  existed  in  the  ancient  I^tin  version  of  Tertullian,  who 
refers  to  the  passage ;'  and  it  is  quoted  by  Didymus,  Chiysostom, 
Cyril,  Ambrose,  Theophylact,  Euthymius,  and  other  Fathers.  Its 
presence  in  the  Alexandrian  Codex  alone  might  not  compensate 
for  the  omission  of  the  passage  by  the  Sinairic  and  Vatican 
Codices  and  C,  I);  but  when  the  Alexandrian  MS.  is  supported  by 
the  version  used  by  Tertullian,  which  is  a  couple  of  centuries 
older  than  any  of  the  other  authorities,  as  well  as  by  the  Peschito, 
not  to  mention  other  codices,  the  balance  of  external  evidence  is 
distinctly  in  its  favour. 

The  internal  evidence  is  altogether  on  the  side  of  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  passage.  It  is  true  that  there  are  a  considerable 
number  of  o^ro^  Xeyofuva  in  the  few  lines  :  cVS<x«^^^  Kivrfa-is^ 
rapa\r]^  v6(rrjfjLaL,  #faT€x«r^at,  and  perhaps  &JTroT€  ;  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  phenomena  described  are  excep- 
tional, and  may  well  explain  exceptional  phraseology.  On  the 
other  hand,  vy«/5  is  specially  a  Johannine  word,  used  v.  4  and 
six  times  more  in  the  fourth  Gospel,  but  only  five  times  in  the  rest 
of  the  New  Testament ;  and  vyt?}?  with  yivwOai  occurs  in  v.  4,  6, 
9,  14,  and  with  voidv  in  v.  11,  15,  vii.  23,  and  nowhere  else. 
rapdmrtiv  also  may  be  indicated  as  employed  in  v.  4,  7,  and  five 
times  more  in  other  parts  of  the  Gospel,  and  only  eleven  times  in 
the  rest  of  the  New  Testament ;  and  the  use  of  rapaxq  in  v.  4  is 
thus  perhaps  naturally  accounted  for.  The  context,  however,  for- 
bids the  removal  of  this  passage.  It  is  in  the  highest  degree  im- 
probable that  verse  3  could  have  ended  with  "  withered  "  (^^/J«»'); 
and  although  many  critics  wish  to  retain  the  last  phrase  in  verse  3, 
in  order  to  explain  verse  7,  this  only  shows  the  necessity,  without 
justifying  the  arbitrary  maintenance  of  these  words  ;  whilst  verse  4, 
which  is  still  better  attested,  is  excluded  to  get  rid  of  the  incon- 
venient angel.  It  is  evident  that  the  expression,  "when  the 
water  was  troubled"  (arai^  rapa\d-Q  rh  v8<op),  of  the  undoubted 
verse  7  is  unintelligible  without  the  explanation  that  the  angel  "  was 
troubling  the  water"  ((Tapao-a-e  rh  vS(ap)  of  verse  4,  and  also 
that  the  statement  of  verse  7,  "  but  while  I  am  coming,  another 
goeth  down  before  me "  (cV  <f  8€  epxofxai  cyw,  aXXo$  irp^ 
€fwv  Kara^atVci),  absolutely  requires  the  account :  "he,  there- 
fore, who  first  went  in,  etc."  (o  o^v  wptoro^  ip.^as  k,  t.  X.)  of 
verse  4.  The  argument  that  the  interpolation  was  made  to  explain 
the  statement  in  verse  7  is  untenable,  for  that  statement  necessarily 
presupposes  the  account  in  the  verses  under  discussion,  and  can- 
not be  severed  from  it.     Even  if  the  information  that  the  water 

'  Angelum  aquis  intervenire^  si  novum  videtur^  exemplum  futuri  praecucurrit, 
Piscinam  Bethsaidam  angelus  interveniens  comnuyvebat.  Observabant,  qui 
vaietudinem  qturebantur ;  nam  si  quis  praevenaat  descendere  i/liu,  queri post 
lavacrum  desinebcU  {De  Baptismo,  §  5). 
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was  "  troubled  "  at  certain  seasons  only  could  have  been  dispensed 
with,  it  is  obvious  that  the  explanation  of  the  condition  of  healing, 
given  in  verse  4,  is  indispensable  to  the  appreciation  of  the  lame 
man's  complaint  in  verse  7,  for  without  knowing  that  priority  was 
essential  the  reason  for  the  protracted  waiting  is  inconceivable.  It 
is  also  argued  that  the  passage  about  the  angel  may  have  been 
interpolated  to  bring  out  the  presence  of  supernatural  agency  ;  but 
it  is  much  more  reasonable  to  believe  that  attempts  have  been 
made  to  omit  these  verses,  of  which  there  is  such  ancient  attesta- 
tion, in  order  to  eliminate  an  embarrassing  excess  of  supernatural 
agency,  and  get  rid  of  the  difficulty  presented  by  the  fact,  for 
^hich  even  TertuUian'  endeavoured  to  account,  that  the  supposed 
pool  had  ceased  to  exhibit  any  miraculous  phenomena.  This 
natural  explanation  is  illustrated  by  the  alacrity  with  which  Apolo- 
gists at  the  present  day  abandon  the  obnoxious  passage.'*  The 
combined  force  of  the  external  and  internal  evidence  cannot,  we 
think,  be  fairly  resisted.  3 

Now,  not  only  is  the  pool  of  Bethesda  totally  unknown  at  the 
present  day,  but,  although  possessed  of  such  miraculous  properties, 
it  was  not  known  even  to  Josephus,  or  any  other  writer  of  that 
time.  It  is  inconceivable  that,  were  the  narrative  genuine,  the 
phenomena  could  have  been  unknown  and  unmentioned  by  the 
Jewish  historian.**  There  is  here  evidently  the  narrative  neither  of 
an  Apostle  nor  of  an  eye-witness. 

Another  very  significant  mistake  occurs  in  the  account  of  the 
conversation  with  the  Samaritan  woman,  which  is  said  to  have 
taken  place  (iv.  5)  near  "a  city  of  Samaria  which  is  called 
Sychar.'*  It  is  evident  that  there  was  no  such  place — ^and 
apologetic  ingenuity  is  severely  taxed  to  explain  the  difficulty. 

»  Adv.  Judisos^  §  13. 

"  "The  Biblical  critic  is  glad  that  he  can  remove  these  words  from  the 
record,  and  cannot  be  called  upon  to  explain  them  "  (Rev.  H.  W.  Watkins, 
M.A.,  in  A  New  Test.  Commentary  for  English  Readers ^  edited  by  Charles 
John  Ellicott,  D.D.,  Lord  Bishop  of  Gloucester  and  Bristol,  i.,p.  416). 

3  Without  pretending  to  give  an  exhaustive  list,  we  may  mention  the  views 
of  the  following  critics  : — In  favour  of  the  authenticity :  Von  Ammon,  Bengel, 
Burton,  Baumgarten-Crusius,  Grotius,  Hahn,  Hengstenberg,  Hilgenfeld,  Hof- 
mann,Lachmann,  Lampe,  Lange,  McClellan,  Reuss,  Scholz,  §:rivener  (doubtful), 
Sepp,  Stier,  Strauss,  Tittmann,  Webster  and  Wilkinson,  Weisse,  Wetstein, 
Wordsworth.  Ebrard  and  Ewald  are  disposed  to  accept  verse  3,  and  to  reject 
verse  4  only.  Against  the  authenticity:  Alford,  Baeumlein,  Brlickner, 
Davidson,  Farrar,  Godet,  Griesbach,  Kuinoel,  Lightfoot,  LUcke,  Luthardt, 
Meyer,  Milligan,  Neander,  Olshaosen,  Sanday,  Scholten,  Semler,  Spiith, 
Stemler,  Storr,  Tischendorf,  Tholuck,  Tregelles,  Trench,  Weizsficker,  West- 
cott,  and  Hort.  The  following  are  doubtful:  Holtzmann,  Schulz,  Theile, 
de  Wette. 

*  Cf.  LUcke,  Com,  Ev.  /oh.,  ii.,  p.  16  f.  ;  Ewald,  Die  Joh.  Schr.,  i., 
p.  200  f. 
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The  common  conjecture  has  been  that  the  town  of  Sichem  is 
intended,  but  this  is  rightly  rejected  by  Delitzsch'  and  Ewald.* 
Credner,3  not  unsupported  by  others,  and  borne  out  in  particular 
by  the  theory  of  Ewald,  conjectures  that  Sychar  is  a  corruption  of 
Sichem,  introduced  into  the  Gospel  by  a  Greek  secretary  to  whom 
this  part  of  the  Gospel  was  dictated,  and  who  mistook  the 
Apostle's  pronunciation  of  the  final  syllable.  We  constantly  meet 
with  this  elastic  explanation  of  difficulties  in  the  Gospel,  but  its 
mere  enunciation  displays  at  once  the  reality  of  the  difficulties  and 
the  imaginary  nature  of  the  explanation.  Hengstenberg  adopts 
the  view,  and  presses  it  with  pious  earnestness,  that  the  term  is  a 
mere  nickname  for  the  city  of  Sichem,  and  tliat,  by  so  slight  a 
change  in  the  pronunciation,  the  Apostle  called  the  place  a 
city  of  Lies — a  play  upon  words  which  he  does  not  consider 
unworthy.**  The  only  support  which  this  latter  theory  can  secure 
from  internal  evidence  is  to  be  derived  from  the  fact  that  the 
whole  discourse  with  the  woman  .is  ideal.  Hengstenbergs 
conjectures  that  the  five  husbands  of  the  woman  are  typical  of  the 
Gods  of  the  five  nations  with  which  the  King  of  Assyria  peopled 
Samaria,  2  Kings  xvii.  24-41,  and  which  they  worshipped 
instead  of  the  God  of  Israel;  and  as  the  actual  God  of  the 
Samaritans  was  not  recognised  as  the  true  God  by  the  Jews,  nor 
their  worship  of  him  on  Mount  Gerizim  held  to  be  valid,  he 
considers  that  under  the  name  of  the  City  of  Sychar  their  whole 
religion,  past  and  present,  was  denounced  as  a  lie.  There  can  be 
little  doubt  that  the  episode  is  allegorical,  but  such  a  defence  of 
the  geographical  error,  the  reality  of  which  is  everywhere  felt, 
whilst  it  is  quite  insufficient  on  the  one  hand,  effectually  destroys 
the  historical  character  of  the  Gospel  on  the  other.  The  inferences 
from  all  of  the  foregoing  examples  are  strengthened  by  the  fact 
that,  in  the  quotations  from  the  Old  Testament,  the  fourth  Gospel 
in  the  main  follows  the  Septuagint  version,  or  shows  its  influence, 
and  nowhere  can  be  shown  directly  to  translate  from  the 
Hebrew. 

These  instances  might  be  multiplied,  but  we  must  proceed  to 
examine  more  closely  the  indications  given  in  the  Gospel  as 
to  the  identity  of  its  author.  We  need  not  point  out  that  the 
writer  nowhere  clearly  states  who  he  is,  nor  mentions  his  name ; 
but  expressions  are  frequently  used  which  evidently  show  the 
desire   that  a   particular    person    should    be    understood.      He 

*  Talmudische  Stud,  Zeitschr,  gesamnU.  luth,  T)uol.  n,  Kirche,  1856, 
p.  240  f. 

■  DUJoh,  Schr..,  i.,  p.  181,  anm.  i  ;  Gesch,  V,  /sr.,v.,  p.  348,  anm.  i  ; 
Jahrb.  bibl.  fViss,^  viii.,  p.  255  f. 

3  £in/.  N.  T.,  i.,  p.  264.  • 

*  Das  Ev.  cUs  heiLJoh,^  1867,  i.,  p.  244.  s  /^.,  i.,  p.  262  f. 
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generally  calls  himself  "the  other  disciple,"  or  "the  disciple 
whom  Jesus  loved."'  It  is  universally  understood  that  he 
represents  himself  as  having  previously  been  a  disciple  of  John 
the  Baptist  (i.  35  f.),  and  also  that  he  is  "the  other  disciple" 
who  was  acquainted  with  the  high  priest  (xviii.  15,  16),  if  not 
an  actual  relative,  as  Ewald  and  others  assert.'  The  assumption 
that  the  disciple  thus  indicated  is  John  rests  principally  on  the 
fact  that,  whilst  the  author  mentions  the  other  Apostles,  he  seems 
studiously  to  avoid  directly  naming  John,  and  also  that  he  never 
distinguishes  John  the  Baptist  by  the  appellation  6  fSawrurrrjs, 
whilst  he  carefully  distinguishes  the  two  disciples  of  the  name  of 
Judas,  and  always  speaks  of  the  Apostle  Peter  as  "  Simon  Peter," 
or  "Peter,"  but  rarely  as  "Simon"  only.  Without  pausing  to 
consider  the  slightness  of  this  evidence,  it  is  obvious  that, 
supposing  the  disciple  indicated  to  be  John  the  son  of  Zebedee, 
the  fourth  Gospel  gives  a  representation  of  him  quite  different 
from  the  S)moptics  and  other  writings.  In* the  fourth  Gospel 
(i.  35  f.)  the  calling  of  the  Apostle  is  described  in  a  peculiar 
manner.  John  (the  Baptist)  is  standing  with  two  of  his  disciples, 
and  points  out  Jesus  to  them  as  "the  Lamb  of  God,"  whereupon 
the  two  disciples  follow  Jesus,  and,  finding  out  where  he  lives, 
abide  with  him  that  day  and  subsequently  attach  themselves  to 
his  person.  In  verse  40  it  is  stated :  "  One  of  the  two  which 
heard  John  speak,  and  followed  him,  was  Andrew,  Simon  Peter's 
brother."  We  are  left  to  imagine  who  was  the  other,  and  the 
answer  of  critics  is,  John.  Now,  the  "  calling  "  of  John  is  related 
in  a  totally  different  manner  in  the  Synoptics — Jesus,  walking  by 
the  Sea  of  Galilee,  sees  "  two  brethren,  Simon  called  Peter  and 
Andrew  his  brother,  casting  a  net  into  the  sea,  for  they  were 
fishers,  and  he  saith  unto  them  :  Follow  me,  and  I  will  make 
you  fishers  of  men.  And  they  straightway  left  their  nets  and 
followed  him.  And  when  he  had  gone  from  thence,  he  saw  other 
two  brethren,  James  the  son  of  Zebedee  and  John  his  brother, 
in  the  ship  with  Zebedee  their  father  mending  their  nets ;  and 
he  called  them.  And  they  immediately  left  the  ship  and  their 
father  and  followed  him."3  These  accounts  are  in  complete 
contradiction  to  each  other,  and  both  cannot  be  true.  We  see, 
from  the  first  introduction  of  "  the  other  disciple "  on  the  scene, 
in  the  fourth  Gospel,  the  evident  design  to  give  him  the  prece- 
dence before  Peter  and  the  rest  of  the  Apostles.  We  have  above 
given  the  account  of  the  first  two  Synoptists  of  the  calling  of 

»  John  i.  35  f. ;  xiii.  23  ;  xix.  26,  35 ;  xx.  2. 

»  Ewald,  Dif.  Joh.  Schr,,  i.,  p.  400  ;  Bleek,  Einl.  N,  T.,  p.  151.  Ewald 
considers  the  relationship  to  have  been  on  the  mother's  side.  Hengstenbcrg 
contradicts  that  strange  assumption  {Das  Ev,  heil.  Joh.y  iii.,  p.  196). 

3  Matt.  iv.  18-22 ;  Mark  i.  i6-2a 
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Peter,  according  to  which  he  is  the  first  of  the  disciples  who  is 
selected,  and  he  is  directly  invited  by  Jesus  to  follow  him  and 
become,  with  his  brother  Andrew,  "  fishers  of  men."  James  and 
John  are  not  called  till  later  in  the  day,  and  without  th^  record 
of  any  special  address.  In  the  third  Gospel  the  calling  of  Peter 
is  introduced  with  still  more  important  details.  Jesus  enters  the 
boat  of  Simon  and  bids  him  push  out  into  the  Lake  and  let  down 
his  net,  and  the  miraculous  draught  of  fishes  is  taken  :  **  When 
Simon  Peter  saw  it,  he  fell  down  at  Jesus^s  knees  saying ;  Depart 
from  me,  for  I  am  a  sinful  man,  O  Lord.  For  he  was  astonished, 
and  all  that  were  with  him,  at  the  draught  of  fishes  which  they 
had  taken."  The  calling  of  the  sons  of  Zebedee  becomes  even 
less  important  here,  for  the  account  simply  continues :  "  And  so 
were  also  James  and  John,  the  sons  of  Zebedee,  who  were  partners 
with  Simon."  Jesus  then  addresses  his  invitation  to  Simon,  and 
the  account  concludes  :  **  And  when  they  had  brought  their  boats 
to  land,  they  forsook  all,  and  followed  him."'  In  the  fourth 
Gospel  the  calling  of  the  two  disciples  of  John  is  first  narrated, 
as  we  have  seen,  and  the  first  call  of  Peter  is  from  his  brother 
Andrew,  and  not  from  Jesus  himself.  "  He  (Andrew)  first  findeth 
his  own  brother  Simon,  and  saith  unto  him  :  We  have  found  the 
Messias  (which  is,  being  interpreted,  Christ),  and  he  brought  him 
to  Jesus.  Jesus  looked  on  him  and  said  :  Thou  art  Simon,  the 
son  of  Jonas  \^  thou  shalt  be  called  Cephas  (which  is,  by  inter- 
pretation, Peter). "3  This  explanation  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
cognomen  Peter  is  given,  we  need  not  point  out,  is  likewise 
contradictory  to  the  Synoptics,  and  betrays  the  same  purpose  of 
suppressing  the  prominence  of  Peter. 

The  fourth  Gospel  states  that  "the  other  disciple,"  who  is 
declared  to  be  John,  the  author  of  the  Grospel,  was  known  to  the 
high  priest,  another  trait  amongst  many  others  elevating  him  above 
the  son  of  Zebedee  as  he  is  depicted  elsewhere  in  the  New 
Testament.  The  account  which  the  fourth  Gospel  gives  of  the 
trial  of  Jesus  is  in  very  many  important  particulars  at  variance 
with  that  of  the  Synoptics.  We  need  only  mention  here  the 
point  that  the  latter  know  nothing  of  the  preliminary  examina- 
tion by  Annas.  We  shall  not  discuss  the  question  as  to  where 
the  denial  of  Peter  is  represented  as  taking  place  in  the  fourth 
Gospel,  but  may  merely  say  that  no  other  disciple  but  Peter  is 
mentioned  in  the  S)moptics  as  having  followed  Jesus ;  and  Peter 

*  Luke  V.  i-ii. 

'  The  author  apparently  considered  that  Jonas  and  John  were  the  same 
name — another  indication  of  a  foreigner.  Although  some  of  the  oldest  codices 
read  John  here  and  in  xxi.  15-17,  there  is  great  authority  for  the  reading  Jona, 
which  is  considered  by  a  majority  of  critics  the  original. 

3  John  i.  41-42. 
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enters  without  difficulty  into  the  high  priest's  palace.'  In  the 
fourth  Gk)spel,  Peter  is  made  to  wait  without  at  the  door  until 
John,  who  is  a  friend  of  the  high  priest  and  freely  enters,  obtains 
permission  for  Peter  to  go  in— another  instance  of  the  precedence 
which  is  systematically  given  to  John.  The  Synoptics  do  not  in 
this  particular  case  give  any  support  to  the  statement  in  the 
fourth  Gospel,  and  certainly  in  nothing  that  is  said  of  John 
elsewhere  do  they  render  his  acquaintance  with  the  high  priest  in 
the  least  degree  probable.  It  is,  on  the  contrary,  improbable  in 
the  extreme  that  the  young  fisherman  of  Galilee,  who  shows  very 
little  enlightenment  in  the  anecdotes  told  of  him  in  the  Synoptics, 
and  who  is  described  as  an  "  unlettered  and  ignorant "  man  in  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,  could  have  any  acquaintance  with  the  high 
priest.  Ewald,  who  on  the  strength  of  the  word  yviooTos,'  at 
once  elevates  him  into  a  relation  of  the  high  priest,  sees  in  the 
statement  of  Polycrates  that  late  in  life  he  wore  the  priestly 
irirakov — a  confirmation  of  the  supposition  that  he  was  of  the 
high  priest's  race  and  family.3  The  evident  Judaistic  tendency 
which  made  John  wear  the  priestly  mitre  may  distinguish 
him  as  author  of  the  Apocalypse,  but  it  is  fatal  to  the  theory 
which  makes  him  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  in  which  there  is 
so  complete  a  severance  firom  Judaism. 

A  much  more  important  point  is  the  designation  of  the 
author  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  who  is  identified  with  the  Apostle 
John,  as  "  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved."  It  is  scarcely  too 
much  to  say  that  this  suggestive  appellation  alone  has  done  more 
than  any  arguments  to  ensure  the  recognition  of  the  work,  and  to 
overcome  doubts  as  to  its  authenticity.  Religious  sentimentality, 
evoked  by  the  influence  of  this  tender  epithet,  has  been  blind  to 
historical  incongruities,  and  has  been  willing  to  accept,  with  little 
question,  from  the  "  beloved  disciple  "  a  portrait  of  Jesus  totally 
unlike  that  of  the  Synoptics,  and  to  elevate  the  dogmatic  mysticism 
and  artificial  discourses  of  the  one  over  the  pure  morality  and 
simple  eloquence  of  the  other.  It  is  impossible  to  reflect  seriously 
upon  this  representation  of  the  relations  between  one  of  the  dis- 
ciples and  Jesus  without  the  conviction  that  every  record  of  the 
life  of  the  great  Teacher  must  have  borne  distinct  traces  of  the 
preference,  and  that  the  disciple  so  honoured  must  have  attracted 
the  notice  of  every  early  writer  acquainted  with  the  facts.  If  we 
seek  for  any  evidence,  however,  that  John  was  distinguished  with 
such  special  affection — that  he  lay  on  the  breast  of  Jesus  at 
supper — that  even   the   Apostle   Peter  recognised    his    superior 

*  Matt.  xxvi.  58,  69 ;  Mark  xiv.  54,  56 ;  Lake  xxii.  54  f. 

'  John  xviii.  15. 

3  Diejoh.  Schr,^  i.,  p.  400,  anm.  i  ;  Bleek,  Einl,  N.  y.,  p.  15, 
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intimacy  and  influence,'  and  that  he  received  at  the  foot  of  the 
cross  the  care  of  his  mother  from  the  dying  Jesus,'  we  seek  in 
vain.  The  synoptic  Gospels,  which  minutely  record  the  details  of 
the  last  supper  and  of  the  crucifixion,  so  far  from  reporting  any 
such  circumstances  or  such  distinction  of  John,  do  not  even  mention 
his  name ;  and  Peter  everywhere  has  precedence  before  the  sons  of 
Zebedee.  Almost  the  only  occasions  upon  which  any  prominence 
is  given  to  them  are  episodes  in  which  they  incur  the  Master's  dis- 
pleasure, and  the  cognomen  of  "  Sons  of  thunder  "  has  certainly 
no  suggestion  in  it  of  special  affection,  nor  of  personal  qualities 
likely  to  attract  the  great  Teacher.  The  selfish  ambition  of  the 
brothers  who  desire  to  sit  on  thrones  on  his  right  and  on  his  left, 
and  the  intolerant  temper  which  would  have  called  down  fire  from 
heaven  to  consume  a  Samaritan  village,  much  rather  contradict 
than  support  the  representation  of  the  fourth  Gospel.  Upon  one 
occasion,  indeed,  Jesus,  in  rebuking  them,  adds :  **  Ye  know  not 
what  manner  of  spirit  ye  are  of."^  It  is  perfectly  undeniable  that 
John  nowhere  has  any  such  position  accorded  to  him  in  the 
Synoptics  as  this  designation  in  the  fourth  Gospel  implies.  In  the 
lists  of  the  disciples  he  is  always  put  in  the  fourth  place,*  and  in 
the  first  two  Gospels  his  only  distinguishing  designation  is  that  of 
"  the  brother  of  James,"  or  one  of  the  sons  of  Zebedee.  The 
Apostle  Peter,  in  all  of  the  Synoptics,  is  the  leader  of  the  disciples. 
Pie  it  is  who  alone  is  represented  as  the  mouthpiece  of  the  Twelve, 
or  as  holding  conversation  with  Jesus  ;  and  the  only  occasions  on 
which  the  sons  of  2^bedee  address  Jesus  are  those  to  which  we 
have  referred,  upon  which  his  displeasure  was  incurred.  The 
angel  who  appears  to  the  women  after  the  resurrection  desires 
them  to  tell  his  disciples  "  and  Peter  "  that  Jesus  will  meet  them 
in  Galilee  ;5  but  there  is  no  message  for  any  "  disciple  whom  he 
loved."  If  Peter,  James,  and  John  accompany  the  Master  to  the 
mount  of  transfiguration,  and  are  witnesses  of  his  agony  in  the 
garden,  regarding  which,  however,  the  fourth  Gospel  is  totally 
silent,  the  two  brethren  remain  in  the  background,  and  Peter 
alone  acts  a  prominent  part.  If  we  turn  to  the  Epistles  of  Paul, 
we  do  not  find  a  single  trace  of  acquaintance  with  the  fact  that 
Jesus  honoured  John  with  any  special  affection,  and  the  oppor- 
tunity of  referring  to  such  a  distinction  was  not  wanting  when  he 
writes  to  the   Galatians   of  his   visit   to   the    "  Pillar "  Apostles 

'  John  xiii.  23-26.  »  73.,  xix.  25-27. 

3  Luke  ix.  55.     These  words  are  omitted  from  some  of  the  oldest  MSS., 
but  they  are  in  Cod,  D  (Beza)  and  many  other  very  important  texts,  as  well 
as  in  some  of  the  oldest  versions,  besides*being  quoted  by  the  Fathers.     They 
were  probably  omitted  after  the  claim  of  John  to  be  the  "  beloved  disciple 
became  admitted. 

*  Matt.  X.  2-4 ;  Mark  iii.  16-19  5  Lwl^«  vi.  14-16.  s  Mark  xvi.  7. 
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in  Jerusalem.  Here  again  we  find  no  prominence  given  to 
John,  but  the  contrary,  his  name  still  being  mentioned  last  and 
without  any  special  comment.  In  none  of  the  Pauline  or  other 
Epistles  is  there  any  allusion,  however  distant,  to  any  disciple 
whom  Jesus  specially  loved.  The  Apocalypse,  which,  if  any  book 
of  the  New  Testament  can  be  traced  to  him,  must  be  ascribed  to 
the  Apostle  John,  makes  no  claim  to  such  a  distinction.  In 
none  of  the  Apocryphal  Gospels  is  there  the  slightest  indication 
of  knowledge  of  the  fact,  and,  if  we  come  to  the  Fathers  even,  it 
is  a  striking  circumstance  that  there  is  not  a  trace  of  it  in  any 
early  work,  and  not  the  most  remote  indication  of  any  independent 
tradition  that  Jesus  distinguished  John,  or  any  other  individual 
disciple,  with  p)eculiar  friendship.  The  Roman  Clement,  in  refer- 
ring to  the  example  of  the  Apostles,  only  mentions  Peter  and 
Paul.'  Polycarp,  who  is  described  as  a  disciple  of  the  Apostle 
John,  apparently  knows  nothing  of  his  having  been  especially 
loved  by  Jesus.  Pseudo-Ignatius  does  not  refer  to  him  at  all  in 
the  Syriac  Epistles,  or  in  either  version  of  the  seven  Epistles.^ 
Papias,  in  describing  his  interest  in  hearing  what  the  Apostles  said, 
gives  John  no  prominence  :  "I  inquired  minutely  after  the  words 
of  the  Presbyters :  What  Andrew  or  what  Peter  said,  or  what 
Philip  or  what  Thomas  or  James,  or  what  John  or  Matthew,  or 
what  any  other  of  the  disciples  of  the  Lord,  and  what  Aristion 
and  the  Presbyter  John,  the  disciples  of  the  Ix)rd,  say,  "3  etc. 

As  a  fact,  it  is  undenied  and  undeniable  that  the  representation 
of  John,  or  of  any  other  disciple,  as  specially  beloved  by  Jesus 
is  limited  solely  and  entirely  to  the  fourth  Gospel,  and  that  there 
is  not  even  a  trace  of  independent  tradition  to  support  the  claim; 
whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  the  total  silence  of  the  earlier  Gospels 
and  of  the  other  New  Testament  writings  on  the  point,  and  indeed 
their  data  of  a  positive  and  unmistakable  character  oppose  rather 
than  support  the  correctness  of  the  later  and  mere  personal  asser- 
tion. Those  who  abandon  sober  criticism,  and  indulge  in  senti- 
mental rhapsodies  on  the  impossibility  of  the  author  of  the  fourth 
Gospel  being  any  other  than  "  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved," 
strangely  ignore  the  fact  that  we  have  no  reason  whatever,  except 
the  assurance  of  the  author  himself,  to  believe  that  Jesus  specially 
loved  any  disciple,  and  much  less  John,  the  son  of  Zebedee. 
Indeed,  the  statements  of  the  fourth  Gospel  itself  on  the  subject 
are  so  indirect  and  intentionally  vague  that  it  is  not  absolutely 

»  Ad  Corinth,,  v. 

=*  Indeed,  in  ihe  universally-repudiated  Epistles,  beyond  the  fact  that  two  are 
addressed  to  John,  in  which  he  is  not  called  '*  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved," 
the  only  mention  of  him  is  the  statement,  "John  was  banished  to  Patmos" 
{Ad  Tars.,  iii.). 

3  Eusebius,  H,  E.,  iii.  39. 
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clear  what  disciple  is  indicated  as  "  the  beloved,"  and  it  has  even 
been  maintained  that  not  John  the  son  of  Zebedee,  but  Andrew 
the  brother  of  Simon  Peter,  was  "  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved," 
and  consequently  the  supposed  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel.' 

We  have  hitherto  refrained  from  referring  to  one  of  the  most 
singular  features  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  the  chapter  xxi.,  which  is 
by  many  cited  as  the  most  ancient  testimony  for  the  authenticity 
of  the  work,  and  which  requires  particular  consideration.  It  is 
obvious  that  the  Gospel  is  brought  to  a  conclusion  by  verses 
30, 31  of  chapter  xx.,  and  critics  are  universally  agreed  at  least  that, 
whoever  may  be  its  author,  chapter  xxi.  is  a  supplement  only 
added  after  an  interval.  By  whom  was  it  written  ?  As  may  be 
supposed,  critics  have  given  very  different  replies  to  this  important 
question.  Many  affirm,  and  with  much  probability,  that  chapter 
xxi.  was  subsequently  added  to  the  Gospel  by  the  author  himself. 
A  few,  however,  exclude  the  last  two  verses,  which  they  consider 
to  have  been  added  by  another  hand.  A  much  larger  number 
assert  that  the  whole  chapter  is  an  ancient  appendix  to  the  Gospel 
by  a  writer  who  was  not  the  author  of  the  Gospel.  A  few  likewise 
reject  the  last  two  verses  of  the  preceding  chapter.  In  this 
supplement  (v.  20)  "the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved,  who  also 
leaned  on  his  breast  at  the  supper  and  said  :  Lord,  which  is  he 
that  betrayeth  thee  ?"  is  (v.  24)  identified  with  the  author  of  the 
Gospel. 

We  may  here  state  the  theory  of  Ewald  with  regard  to  the  com- 
position of  the  fourth  Gospel,  which  is  largely  deduced  from 
considerations  connected  with  the  last  chapter,  and  which, 
although  more  audaciously  minute  in  its  positive  and  arbitrary 
statement  of  details  than  any  other  with  which  we  are  acquainted, 
introduces  more  or  less  the  explanations  generally  given  regarding 
the  composition  of  chapter  xxi.  Out  of  all  the  indications  in  the 
work,  Ewald  decides  : — 

"  I.  That  the  Gospel,  completed  at  the  end  of  chapter  xx., 
was  composed  by  the  apostle  about  the  year  80,  with  the  free  help 
of  friends,  not  to  be  immediately  circulated  throughout  the  world, 
but  to  remain  limited  to  the  narrower  circle  of  friends  until  his 
death,  and  only  then  to  be  published  as  his  legacy  to  the  whole  of 
Christendom.  In  this  f>osition  it  remained  ten  years,  or  even 
longer. 

"  2.  As  the  preconceived  opinion  r^;arding  the  life  or  death  of 
the  Apostle  (xxi.  23)  had  perniciously  spread  itself  throughout  the 
whole  of  Christendom,  the  Apostle  himself  decided,  even  before 
his  death,  to  counteract  it  in  the  right  way  by  giving  a  correct 
statement  of  the   circumstances.     The   same  friends,  therefore, 

*  LUtzelberger,  Die  kirchl.  Tradition  Uber  d,  Apost,  Joh.y  p.  199  f. 
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assisted  him  to  design  the  very  important  supplement,  chapter 
XXI.,  and  this  could  still  be  very  easily  added,  as  the  book  was  not 
yet  published.  His  friends  proceeded,  nevertheless,  somewhat 
more  freely  in  its  composition  than  previously  in  writing  the  book 
itself,  and  allowed  their  own  hand  more  clearly  to  gleam  through, 
although  here,  as  in  the  rest  of  the  work,  they  conformed  to  the 
will  of  the  Aposde,  and  did  not,  even  in  the  supplement,  openly 
declare  his  name  as  the  author.  As  the  supplement,  however,  was 
to  form  a  closely  connected  part  of  the  whole  work,  they  gave  at 
its  end  (verses  24  f.),  as  it  now  seemed  to  them  suitable,  a  new 
conclusion  to  the  augmented  work. 

"  3.  As  the  Apostle  himself  desired  that  the  preconceived  opinion 
regarding  him,  which  had  been  spread  abroad  to  the  prejudice  of 
Christendom,  should  be  contradicted  as  soon  as  possible,  and  even 
before  his  death,  he  now  so  far  departed  from  his  earlier  wish  that 
he  permitted  the  circulation  of  his  Gospel  before  his  death.  We 
can  accept  this  with  all  certainty,  and  have  therein  trustworthy 
testimony  regarding  the  whole  original  history  of  our  book. 

"4.  When  the  Gospel  was  thus  published  it  was  for  the  first  time 
gradually  named  after  our  Apostle,  even  in  its  external  superscrip- 
tion ;  a  nomination  which  had  then  become  all  the  more  necessary 
and  permanent  for  the  purpose  of  distinction,  as  it  was  united  in 
one  whole  with  the  other  Gospels.  The  world,  however,  has  at  all 
times  known  it  only  under  this  wholly  right  title,  and  could  in  no 
way  otherwise  know  it  and  otherwise  name  it."' 

In  addressing  ourselves  to  each  of  these  points  in  detail,  we 
shall  be  able  to  discuss  the  principal  questions  connected  with 
the  fourth  Gospel. 

The  theory  of  Ewald,  that  the  fourth  Gospel  was  written  down 
with  the  assistance  of  friends  in  Ephesus,  has  been  imagined  solely 
to  conciliate  certain  phenomena  presented  throughout  the  Gospel, 
and  notably  in  the  last  chapter,  with  the  foregone  conclusion  that 
it  was  written  by  the  Apostle  John.  It  is  apparent  that  there  is 
not  a  single  word  in  the  work  itself  explaining  such  a  mode  of 
composition,  and  that  the  hypothesis  proceeds  purely  from  the 
ingenious  imagination  of  the  critic.  The  character  of  the 
language,  the  manner  in  which  the  writer  is  indirectly  indicated  in 
the  third  person,  and  the  reference,  even  in  the  body  of  the  work 
(xix.  35),  to  the  testimony  of  a  third  person,  combined  with  the 
similarity  of  the  style  of  the  supplementary  chapter,  which  is  an 
obvious  addition  intended,  however,  to  be  understood  as  written 
by  a  different  hand,  have  rendered  these  conjectures  necessary  to 
reconcile  such  obvious  incongruities  with  the  ascription  of  the 
work  to  the  Apostle.     The  substantial  identity  of  the  style  and    . 

*  Diejoh,  Schr^t  i.,  p.  56  f.;   cS,Jakrb,  bibL  fViss,,  iii.,  p.  171  f. 
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vocabulary  of  chapter  xxi.  with  the  rest  of  the  Gospel  is  asserted 
by  a  multitude  of  the  most  competent  critics.  Ewald,  whilst  he 
recognises  the  great  similarity,  maintains  at  the  same  time  a  real 
dissimilarity,  for  which  he  accounts  in  the  manner  just  quoted. 
The  language,  Ewald  admits,  agrees  fully  in  many  rare  nuances 
with  that  of  the  rest  of  the  Gospel,  but  he  does  not  take  the 
trouble  to  prove  the  decided  dissimilarities  which,  he  asserts,  like- 
wise exist.  A  less  difference  than  that  which  he  finds  might,  he 
thinks,  be  explained  by  the  interval  which  had  elapsed  between 
the  writing  of  the  work  and  of  the  supplement,  but  "the  wonderful 
similarity,  in  the  midst  of  even  greater  dissimilarity,  of  the  whole 
tone  and  particularly  of  the  st}'le  of  the  composition  is  not  thereby 
accounted  for.  This,  therefore,  leads  us,"  he  continues,  "  to  the 
opinion :  The  Apostle  made  use,  for  writing  down  his  words,  of 
the  hand  and  even  of  the  skill  of  a  trusted  friend  who  later,  on  his 
own  authority  (fur  sich  allein)^  ^Tote  the  supplement.  The  great 
similarity,  as  well  as  dissimilarity,  of  the  style  of  both  parts  in  this 
way  becomes  intelligible  :  the  trusted  friend  (probably  a  Presbyter 
in  Ephesus)  adopted  much  of  the  language  and  mode  of  expression 
of  the  youthful  old  Apostle,  without,  however,  where  he  wrote 
more  in  his  own  person,  being  carefully  solicitous  of  imitating 
them.  But  even  through  this  contrast,  and  the  definite  declara- 
tion in  V.  24,  the  Apostolical  origin  of  the  book  itself  becomes  all 
the  more  clearly  apparent ;  and  thus  the  supplement  proves  from 
the  most  diverse  sides  how  certainly  this  Gospel  was  written  by 
the  trusted  disciple."'  Elsewhere  Ewald  more  clearly  explains 
the  share  in  the  work  which  he  assigns  to  the  Apostle's  disciple  : 
"  The  proposition  that  the  Apostle  composed  in  a  unique  way  our 
likewise  unique  Gospel  is  to  be  understood  only  with  the  impor- 
tant limitation  upon  which  I  have  always  laid  so  much  stress ;  for 
John  himself  did  not  compose  this  work  quite  so  directly  as  Paul 
did  most  of  his  Epistles,  but  the  young  friend  who  wrote  it  do¥m 
from  his  lips,  and  who,  in  the  later  appendix,  chapter  xxi.,  comes 
forward  in  the  most  open  way,  without  desiring  in  the  slightest  to 
conceal  his  separate  identity,  does  his  work  at  other  times  some- 
what freely,  in  that  he  never  introduces  the  narrator  speaking  of 
himself  and  his  participation  in  the  events  with  *  I '  or  *  we,'  but 
only  indirectly  indicates  his  presence  at  such  events,  and,  towards 
the  end,  in  preference  refers  to  him,  from  his  altogether  peculiar 
relation  to  Christ,  as  *  the  disciple  whom  the  Lord  loved,*  so  that, 
in  one  passage,  in  regard  to  an  important  historical  testimony 
(xix.  35),  he  even  speaks  of  him  as  of  a  third  person."  Ewald 
then  maintains  that  the  agreement  between  the  Gospel  and  the 
Epistles,  and  more  especially  the  first,  which  he  affirms,  without 

^  Jakrb,  bibl.  fViss.,  Hi.,  1850-51,  p.  173. 
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vouchsafing  a  word  of  evidence,  to  have  been  written  down  by  a 
different  hand,  proves  that  we  have  substantially  only  the  Apostle's 
very  peculiar  composition,  and  that  his  friend  as  much  as  possible 
gave  his  own  words/ 

It  is  obvious  from  this  elaborate  explanation,  which  we  need 
scarcely  say  is  composed  of  mere  assumptions,  that,  in  order  to 
connect  the  Apostle  John  with  the  Gospel,  Ewald  is  obliged  to 
assign  him  a  very  peculiar  position  in  regard  to  it :  he  recognises 
that  some  of  the  characteristics  of  the  work  exclude  the  supposition 
that  the  Aposde  could  himself  have  written  the  Gospel,  so  he 
represents  him  as  dictating  it,  and  his  secretary  as  taking  con- 
siderable liberties  with  the  composition  as  he  writes  it  down,  and 
even  as  introducing  references  of  his  own ;  as,  for  instance,  in  the 
passage  to  which  he  refers,  where,  in  regard  to  the  statement  that 
at  the  Crucifixion  a  soldier  pierced  the  side  of  the  already  dead 
Jesus  and  that  forthwith  there  came  out  blood  and  water  (xix.  35), 
it  is  said :  "  And  he  that  saw  it  hath  borne  witness,  and  his 
witness  is  true ;  and  he  knoweth  that  he  saith  true,  that  ye  may 
believe."*  It  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  writer  refers  to  the  testi- 
mony of  another  person — the  friend  who  is  writing  down  the 
narrative,  says  Ewald,  refers  to  the  Apostle  who  is  actually  dic- 
tating it.  Again,  in  the  last  chapter,  as  elsewhere  throughout  the 
work,  "the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved,"  who  is  the  author,  is 
spoken  of  in  the  third  person,  and  also  in  verse  24 :  "  This  is 
the  disciple  which  testifieth  of  these  things,  and  wrote  these 
things "  (Kat  y/aa^a?  ravTa).  This,  according  to  Ewald,  is  the 
same  secretary,  now  writing  in  his  own  person.  The  similarity 
between  this  declaration  and  the  appeal  to  the  testimony  of  another 
person,  in  xix.  35,  is  certainly  complete,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  both  proceed  from  the  same  pen ;  but  beyond  the  assertion 
of  Ewald  there  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  that  a  secretary  wrote 
the  Gospel  from  the  dictation  of  another,,  and  ventured  to  inter- 
rupt the  narrative  by  such  a  reference  to  testimony,  which,  upon 
the  supposition  that  the  Apostle  John  was  known  as  the  actual 
author,  is  singularly  out  of  place.  If  John  wrote  the  Gospel,  why 
should  he  appeal  in  utterly  vague  terms  to  his  own  testimony,  and 
upon  such  a  point,  when  the  mere  fact  that  he  himself  wrote  the 
statement  was  the  most  direct  testimony  in  itself?  An  author 
who  composed  a  work  which  he  desired  to  ascribe  to  a  "  disciple 
whom  Jesus  loved  "  might  have  made  such  a  reference  as  xix.  35, 
in   his  anxiety   to    support    this    affirmation,  without  supposing 

'  /oArd,  bibL  fVtss.,  x.,  1859-60,  p.  87  f. 

*  We  do  not  go  into  any  discussion  on  the  use  of  the  word  iKcTvot.  We 
believe  that  the  reference  is  distinctly  to  another  ;  but  even  if  taken  to  be  to 
himself  in  the  third  person,  the  passage  is  not  less  extraordinary,  and  the 
argument  holds. 
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that  he  had  really  compromised  his  design,  and  might  have 
naturally  added  such  a  statement  as  that  in  the  last  two  verses ;  but 
nothing  but  the  foregone  conclusion  that  the  Apostle  John  was 
the  real  author  could  have  suggested  such  an  explanation  of  these 
passages.  It  is  throughout  assumed  by  Ewald  and  others  that 
John  wrote  in  the  first  instance,  at  least,  specially  for  a  narrow 
circle  of  friends,  and  the  proof  of  this  is  considered  to  be  the  state- 
ment of  the  object  with  which  it  was  written :  "  that  ye  may 
believe,"'  etc. — a  phrase,  we  may  remark,  which  is  identical  with 
that  of  the  very  verse  (xix.  35)  with  which  the  secretary  is  supposed 
to  have  had  so  much  to  do.  It  is  very  remarkable,  upon  this 
hypothesis,  that  in  xix.  35  it  is  considered  necessary  even  for  this 
narrow  circle,  who  knew  the  Apostle  so  well,  to  make  such  an 
appeal,  as  well  as  to  attach  at  its  close  (xxi.  24),  for  the  benefit  of 
the  world  in  general  as  Ewald  will  have  it,  a  certificate  of  the 
trustworthiness  of  the  Gospel. 

Upon  no  hypothesis  which  supposes  the  Apostle  John  the 
author  of  the  fourth  Gospel  is  such  an  explanation  credible.  That 
the  Apostle  himself  could  have  written  of  himself  the  words  in 
xix.  35  is  impossible.  After  having  stated  so  much  that  is 
more  surprising  and  contradictory  to  all  experience  without  refer- 
ence to  any  witness,  it  would  indeed  have  been  strange  had  he 
here  appealed  to  himself  as  to  a  separate  individual ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  quite  inadmissible  to  assume  that  a  friend  to 
whom  he  is  dictating  should  interrupt  the  narrative  to  introduce  a 
passage  so  inappropriate  to  the  work,  and  so  unnecessary  for  any 
circle  acquainted  with  the  Apostolic  author.  If,  as  Ewald  argues, 
the  peculiarities  of  his  style  of  composition  were  so  well  known 
that  it  was  unnecessary  for  the  writer  more  clearly  to  designate 
himself  either  for  the  first  readers  or  for  the  Christian  world,  the 
passages  we  are  discussing  are  all  the  more  inappropriate.  That 
any  guarantee  of  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  should  have  been 
thought  desirable  for  readers  who  knew  the  work  to  be  com- 
posed by  the  Apostle  John,  and  who  believed  him  to  be  "the 
disciple  whom  Jesus  loved,"  is  inconceivable,  and  that  any  anony- 
mous and  quite  indirect  testimony  to  its  genuineness  should  either 
have  been  considered  necessary  or  of  any  value  is  still  more 
incredible.  It  is  impossible  that  nameless  Presbyters  of  Ephesus 
could  venture  to  accredit  a  Gospel  written  by  the  Apostle  John ; 
and  any  intended  attestation  must  have  taken  the  simple  and 
direct  course  of  stating  that  the  work  had  been  composed  by  the 
Apostle.  The  peculiarities  we  are  discussing  seem  to  us  explicable 
only  upon  the  supposition  that  the  unknown  writer  of  the  Gospel 
desired  that  it  should  be  understood  to  be  written  by  a  certain 

'  John  XX.  31. 
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disciple  whom  Jesus  loved,  but  did  not  choose  distinctly  to  name 
him  or  directly  to  make  such  an  affirmation. 

It  is,  we  assert,  impossible  that  an  Apostle  who  composed  a  ' 
history  of  the  life  and  teaching  of  Jesus  could  have  failed  to  attach 
his  name,  naturally  and  simply,  as  testimony  of  the  trustworthiness 
of  his  statements,  and  of  his  fitness  as  an  eye-witness  to  compose 
such  a  record.  As  the  writer  of  the  fourth  Gospel  does  not  state 
his  name,  Ewald  ascribes  the  omission  to  the  **  incomparable 
modesty  and  delicacy  of  feeling ''  of  the  Apostle  John.  We  must 
further  briefly  examine  the  validity  of  this  explanation.  It  is 
universally  admitted,  and  by  Ewald  himself,  that  although  the 
writer  does  not  directly  name  himself,  he  very  clearly  indicates 
that  he  is  "the  other  disciple"  and  "the  disciple  whom  Jesus 
loved."  We  must  affirm  that  such  a  mode  of  indicating  himself 
is  incomparably  less  modest  than  the  simple  statement  of  his  name, 
and  it  is  indeed  a  glorification  of  himself  beyond  anything  in  the 
Apocalypse.  But  not  only  is  the  explanation  thus  discredited,  but, 
in  comparing  the  details  of  the  Gospel  with  those  of  the  Synoptics, 
we  find  still  more  certainly  how  little  modesty  had  to  do  with  the 
suppression  of  his  name.  In  the  Synoptics  a  very  marked  prece- 
dence of  the  rest  of  the  disciples  is  ascribed  to  the  Apostle  Peter  ; 
and  the  sons  of  Zebedee  are  represented  in  all  of  them  as  holding 
a  subordinate  place.  This  representation  is  confirmed  by  the 
Pauline  Epistles  and  by  tradition.  In  the  fourth  Gospel  a  very 
different  account  is  given,  and  the  author  studiously  elevates  the 
Apostle  John — that  is  to  say,  according  to  the  theory  that  he  is 
the  writer  of  the  Gospel,  himself — in  every  way  above  the  Apostle 
Peter.  Apart  from  the  general  pre-eminence  claimed  for  himself 
in  the  very  name  of  "  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved,"  we  have 
seen  that  he  deprives  Peter  in  his  own  favour  of  the  honour  of 
being  the  first  of  the  disciples  who  was  called ;  he  suppresses 
the  account  of  the  circumstances  under  which  that  Apostle 
was  named  Peter,  and  gives  another  and  trifling  version  of  the 
incident,  reporting  elsewhere  indeed  in  a  very  subdued  and 
modified  form,  and  without  the  commendation  of  the  Master,  the 
recognition  of  the  divinity  of  Jesus,  which,  in  the  first  Gospel,  is 
the  cause  of  his  change  of  name.'  He  is  the  intimate  friend  of 
the  Master,  and  even  Peter  has  to  beg  him  to  ask  at  the  Supper 
who  was  the  betrayer.  He  describes  himself  as  the  friend  of  the 
High  Priest,  and  while  Peter  is  excluded,  he  not  only  is  able  to  enter 
into  his  palace,  but  he  is  the  means  of  introducing  Peter.  The 
denial  of  Peter  is  given  without  mitigation,  but  his  bitter  repen- 
tance is  not  mentioned.  He  it  is  who  is  singled  out  by  the  dying 
Jesus  and  entrusted  with  the  charge  of  his  mother.     He  outruns 

'  Matt.  xvi.  13-19 ;  cf.  Mark  viii.  29,  Lake  ix.  20. 
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Peter  in  their  race  to  the  Sepulchre,  and  in  the  final  appearance  of 
Jesus  (xxi.  15)  the  more  important  position  is  assigned  to  the 
disciple  whom  Jesus  loved.  It  is,  therefore,  absurd  to  speak  of  the 
incomparable  modesty  of  the  writer,  who,  if  he  does  not  give  his 
name,  not  only  clearly  indicates  himself,  but  throughout  assumes 
a  pre-eminence  which  is  not  supported  by  the  authority  of  the 
Synoptics  and  other  writings,  but  is  heard  of  alone  from  his  own 
narrative. 

Ewald  argues  that  chap.  xxi.  must  have  been  written,  and  the 
Gospel  as  we  have  it,  therefore,  have  been  completed,  before  the 
death  of  the  Apostle  John.  He  considers  the  supplement  to  have 
been  added  specially  to  contradict  the  report  regarding  John 
(xxi.  23).  "  The  supplement  must  have  been  written  whilst  John 
still  lived,"  he  asserts,  "  for  only  before  his  death  was  it  worth 
while  to  contradict  such  a  false  hope:  and  if  his  death  had 
actually  taken  place,  the  result  itself  would  have  already  refuted  so 
erroneous  an  interpretation  of  the  words  of  Christ,  and  it  would 
then  have  been  much  more  appropriate  to  explain  afresh  the  sense 
of  the  words,  '  till  I  come.'  Moreover,  there  is  no  reference  here 
to  the  death  as  having  already  occurred,  although  a  small  addition 
to  that  effect  in  verse  24  would  have  been  so  easy.  But  if  we  were 
to  suppose  that  John  had  long  been  dead  when  this  was  written, 
the  whole  rectification  as  it  is  given  would  be  utterly  without  sense."' 
On  the  contrary,  we  affirm  that  the  whole  history  of  the  first  two 
centuries  renders  it  certain  that  the  Apostle  was  already  dead,  and 
that  the  explanation  was  not  a  rectification  of  false  hopes  during 
his  lifetime,  but  an  explanation  of  the  failure  of  expectations  which 
had  already  taken  place,  and  probably  excited  some  scandal.  We 
know  how  the  early  Church  looked  for  the  immediate  coming  of 
the  glorified  Christ,  and  how  such  hopes  sustained  persecuted 
Christians  in  their  sorrow  and  suffering.  This  is  very  clearly 
expressed  in  i  Thess.  iv.  15-18,  where  the  expectation  of  the 
second  coming  within  the  lifetime  of  the  writer  and  readers  of  the 
Epistle  is  confidently  stated,  and  elsewhere,  and  even  in  i  John  ii. 
18,  the  belief  that  the  "  last  times  "  had  arrived  is  expressed.  The 
history  of  the  Apocalypse  in  relation  to  the  Canon  illustrates  the 
case.  So  long  as  the  belief  in  the  early  consummation  of  all 
things  continued  strong,  the  Apocalypse  was  the  favourite  writing 
of  the  early  Church  ;  but  when  time  went  on,  and  the  second 
coming  of  Christ  did  not  take  place,  the  opinion  of  Christendom 
regarding  the  work  changed,  and  disappointment,  as  well  as  the 
desire  to  explain  the  non-fulfilment  of  prophecies  upon  which  so 
much  hope  had  been  based,  led  many  to  reject  the  Apocalypse 
as  an  unintelligible  and  fallacious  book.    We  venture  to  conjecture 

*  Jahrb,  HbL  IViss,,  iii.,  1850-51,  p.  173. 
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that  the  tradition  that  John  should  not  die  until  the  second  coming 
of  Jesus  may  have  originated  with  the  Apocalypse,  where  that 
event  is  announced  to  John  as  immediately  to  take  place,  xxii. 
7,  10,  12,  and  the  words  with  which  the  book  ends  are  of  this 
nature,  and  express  the  expectation  of  the  writer,  20  :  "He  which 
testifieth  these  things  saith  :  Surely  I  come  quickly.  Amen.  Come, 
Lord  Jesus."  It  was  not  in  the  spirit  of  the  age  to  hesitate  about 
such  anticipations,  and  so  long  as  the  Apostle  lived  such  a 
tradition  would  scarcely  have  required  or  received  contradiction 
from  anyone,  the  belief  being  universal  that  the  coming  of  Jesus 
might  take  place  any  day,  and  assuredly  would  not  be  long 
delayed.  When  the  Apostle  was  dead,  however,  and  the  tradition 
that  it  had  been  foretold  that  he  should  live  until  the  coming  of 
the  Lord  exercised  men^s  minds,  and  doubt  and  disappointment  at 
the  non-fulfilment  of  what  may  have  been  regarded  as  prophecy 
produced  a  prejudicial  effect  upon  Christendom,  it  seemed  to  the 
writer  of  this  Gospel  a  desirable  thing  to  point  out  that  too  much 
stress  had  been  laid  upon  the  tradition,  and  that  the  words  which 
had  been  relied  upon  in  the  first  instance  did  not  justify  the 
expectations  which  had  been  formed  from  them.  This  also  con- 
tradicts the  hypothesis  that  the  Apostle  John  was  the  author  of  the 
Gospel. 

Such  a  passage  as  xix.  35,  received  in  any  natural  sense,  or 
interpreted  in  any  way  which  can  be  supported  by  evidence,  shows 
that  the  writer  of  the  Gospel  was  not  an  eye-witness  of  the  events 
recorded,  but  appeals  to  the  testimony  of  others.  It  is  generally 
admitted  that  the  expressions  in  ch.  i.  14  are  of  universal  applica- 
tion, and  capable  of  being  adopted  by  all  Christians,  and,  conse- 
quently, that  they  do  not  imply  any  direct  claim  on  the  part  of  the 
writer  to  personal  knowledge  of  Jesus.  We  must  now  examine 
whether  the  Gospel  itself  bears  special  marks  of  having  been 
written  by  an  eye-witness,  and  how  far  in  this  respect  it  bears  out 
the  assertion  that  it  was  written  by  the  Apostle  John.  It  is  con- 
stantly asserted  that  the  minuteness  of  the  details  in  the  fourth 
Gospel  indicates  that  it  must  have  been  written  by  one  who  was 
present  at  the  scenes  he  records.  With  regard  to  this  point  we 
need  only  generally  remark  that  in  the  works  oC  imagination  of 
which  the  world  is  full,  and  the  singular  realism  of  many  of  which 
is  recognised  by  all,  we  have  the  most  minute  and  natural  details 
of  scenes  which  never  occurred,  and  of  conversations  which  never 
took  place,  the  actors  in  which  never  actually  existed.  Ewald 
admits  that  it  is  undeniable  that  the  fourth  Gospel  was  written 
with  a  fixed  purpose,  and  with  artistic  design ;  and,  indeed,  he 
goes  further,  and  recognises  that  the  Apostle  could  not  possibly  so 
long  have  recollected  the  discourses  of  Jesus  and  verbally  repro- 
duced them,  so  that,  in  fact,  we  have  only,  at  best,  a  substantial 
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report  of  the  matter  of  those  discourses  coloured  by  the  mind  of 
the  author  himself.*  Details  of  scenes  at  which  we  were  not 
present  may  be  admirably  supplied  by  imagination,  and,  as  we 
cannot  compare  what  is  here  described  as  taking  place  with  what 
actually  took  place,  the  argument  that  the  author  must  have  been 
an  eye-witness  because  he  gives  such  details  is  without  validity. 
Moreover,  the  details  of  the  fourth  Gospel  in  many  cases  do  not 
agree  with  those  of  the  three  Synoptics,  and  it  is  an  undoubted 
fact  that  the  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel  gives  the  details  of  scenes 
at  which  the  Apostle  John  was  not  present,  and  reports  the  dis- 
courses and  conversations  on  such  occasions  with  the  very  same 
minuteness  as  those  at  which  he  is  said  to  have  been  present ;  as, 
for  instance,  the  interview  between  Jesus  and  the  woman  of 
Samaria.  It  is  undeniable  that  the  writer  had  other  Gospels 
before  him  when  he  composed  his  work,  and  that  he  made  use  of 
other  materials  than  his  own. 

It  is  by  no  means  difficult,  however,  to  point  out  very  clear 
indications  that  the  author  was  not  an  eye-witness,  but  constructed 
his  scenes  and  discourses  artistically  and  for  effect.  We  shall  not, 
at  present,  dwell  upon  the  almost  uniform  artifice  adopted  in 
most  of  the  dialogues,  in  which  the  listeners  either  misunderstand 
altogether  the  words  of  Jesus,  or  interpret  them  in  a  foolish  and 
material  way,  and  thus  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  enlarging 
upon  the  theme.  For  instance,  Nicodemus,  a  ruler  of  the  Jews, 
misunderstands  the  expression  of  Jesus,  that  in  order  to  see  the 
kingdom  of  God  a  man  must  be  bom  from  above,  and  asks : 
"  How  can  a  man  be  bom  when  he  is  old  ?  can  he  enter  a  second 
time  into  his  mother's  womb  and  be  bom  ?"'  Now,  as  it  is  well 
known,  and  as  we  have  already  shown,  the  common  expression 
used  in  r^ard  to  a  proselyte  to  Judaism  was  that  of  being  bom 
again,  with  which  every  Jew,  and  more  especially  every  "  mler  of 
the  Jews,"  must  have  been  well  acquainted.  The  stupidity  which 
he  displays  in  his  conversation  with  Jesus,  and  with  which  the 
author  endowed  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him,  in  order  by 
the  contrast  to  mark  more  strongly  the  superiority  of  the  Master, 
even  draws  from  Jesus  the  remark,  "Art  thou  the  teacher  of  Israel, 
and  understandest  not  these  things  ?"3  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  scene  was  ideal,  and  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  a  Jew 
could  have  written  it.  In  the  Synoptics,  Jesus  is  reported  as 
quoting  against  the  people  of  his  own  city,  Nazareth,  who  rejected 
him,  the  proverb,  "A  prophet  has  no  honour  in  his  own  country."^ 
The  appropriateness  of  the  remark  here  is  obvious.  The  author 
of  the  fourth  Gospel,  however,  shows  clearly  that  he  was  neither 

^  Jahrb,  bibU  Wiss..,  x.,  p.  91  f.  '  /^.,  iii.  4.  3  /*.,  iii.  10. 

*  Matt.  xiii.  57  ;  Mark  vi.  4 ;  Luke  iv.  24. 
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an  eye-witness  nor  acquainted  with  the  subject  or  country  when 
he  introduces  this  proverb  in  a  different  place.  Jesus  is  repre- 
sented as  staying  two  days  at  Sychar  after  his  conversation  with 
the  Samaritan  woman.  "  Now  after  the  two  days  he  departed 
thence  into  Galilee.  For  (ya/t))  Jesus  himself  testified  that  a 
prophet  hath  no  honour  in  his  own  country.  When,  therefore 
(o^v),  he  came  into  Galilee,  the  Galilgeans  received  him,  having 
seen  all  the  things  that  he  did  in  Jerusalem  at  the  feast — for  they 
also  went  unto  the  feast."'  It  is  manifest  that  the  quotation 
here  is  quite  out  of  place,  and  none  of  the  ingenious  but  untenable 
explanations  of  apologists  can  make  it  appropriate.  He  is  made 
to  go  into  Galilee,  which  was  his  country,  because  a  prophet  has 
no  honour  in  his  country,  and  the  Galilseans  are  represented  as 
receiving  him,  whi'ch  is  a  contradiction  of  the  proverb.  The 
writer  evidently  misunderstood  the  facts  of  the  case  or  deliberately 
desired  to  deny  the  connection  of  Jesus  with  Nazareth  and  Galilee, 
in  accordance  with  his  evident  intention  of  associating  the  Logos, 
only  with  the  Holy  City.  We  must  not  pause  to  show  that  the 
author  is  generally  unjust  to  the  Galilaeans,  and  displays  an 
ignorance  regarding  them  very  unlike  what  we  should  expect  from 
the  fisherman  of  Galilee."  We  have  already  alluded  to  the 
artificial  character  of  the  conversation  with  the  woman  of  Samaria, 
which,  although  given  with  so  much  detail,  occurred  at  a  place 
totally  unknown  (perhaps  allegorically  called  the  "  City  of  Lies  "), 
at  which  the  Apostle  John  was  not  present,  and  the  substance  of 
which  was  typical  of  Samaria  and  its  five  nations  and  false 
gods.  The  continuation  in  the  Gospel  is  as  unreal  as  the 
conversation. 

Another  instance  displaying  personal  ignorance  is  the  insertion 
into  a  discourse  at  the  Last  Supper,  and  without  any  appropriate 
connection  with  the  context,  the  passage  :  "  Verily,  verily,  I  say 
unto  you  :  he  that  receiveth  whomsoever  I  send,  receiveth  me, 
and  he  that  receiveth  me  receiveth  him  that  sent  me. "3  In 
the  Synoptics  this  sentence  is  naturally  represented  as  part  of  the 
address  to  the  disciples  who  are  to  be  sent  forth  to  preach  the 
Gospel;*  but  it  is  clear  that  its  insertion  here  is  a  mistake.s 
Again,  a  very  obvious  slip,  which  betrays  that  what  was  intended 
for  realistic  detail  is  nothing  but  a  reminiscence  of  some  earlier 

*  John  iv.  43-45. 

'  We  may  merely  refer  to  the  remark  of  the  Pharisees  :  Search  the  Scriptures 
and  see,  "for  out  of  Galilee  ariseth  no  prophet'*  (vii.  52).  The  Pharisees 
could  not  have  been  i£;norant  of  the  fact  that  the  prophets  Jonah  and  Nahum 
were  Galilaeans,  and  the  son  of  Zebedee  could  not  have  committed  such  an  error 
(cf.  Bretschneider,  Probabilia^  p.  99  f.). 

3  John  xiii.  20.  ■♦  Matt.  x.  40 ;  cf.  xviii.  5  ;  Luke  x.  16,  cf.  ix.  48. 

s  This  is  recognised  by  de  Wette  {EinL  N,  T.^  p.  211  c). 
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Gospel  misapplied,  occurs  in  a  later  part  of  the  discourses  very 
inappropriately  introduced  as  being  delivered  on  the  same  occasion. 
At  the  end  of  xiv.  31  Jesus  is  represented,  after  saying  that  he 
would  no  more  talk  much  with  the  disciples,  as  suddenly  breaking 
off  with  the  words :  "  Arise,  let  us  go  hence "  (^EyuptxrOe 
dytafitv  €VT€v6€v),  They  do  not,  however,  arise  and  go  thence, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  Jesus  at  once  commences  another  long 
discourse  :  "  I  am  the  true  vine,"  etc.  The  expression  is  merely 
introduced  artistically  to  close  one  discourse,  and  enable  the 
writer  to  begin  another  ;  and  the  idea  is  taken  from  some  earlier 
work.  For  instance,  in  our  first  Synoptic,  at  the  close  of  the 
Agony  in  the  Garden,  which  the  fourth  Gospel  ignores  altogether, 
Jesus  says  to  the  awakened  disciples  :  "  Rise,  let  us  go"  {%y€lp&r$€ 
dy<afjL€v),^  We  need  not  go  on  with  these  illustrations,  but  the 
fact  that  the  author  is  not  an  eye-witness  recording  scenes  which 
he  beheld  and  discourses  which  he  heard,  but  a  writer  composing 
an  ideal  Gospel  on  a  fixed  plan,  will  become  more  palpable  as  we 
proceed. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  upon  any  argument  to  prove  the 
fundamental  difference  which  exists  in  every  respect  between  the 
Synoptics  and  the  fourth  Gospel.  This  is  admitted  even  by 
Apologists,  whose  efforts  to  reconcile  the  discordant  elements  are 
totally  unsuccessful.  "  It  is  impossible  to  pass  from  the  synoptic 
Gospels  to  that  of  St.  John,"  says  Dr.  Westcott,  "  without  feeling 
that  the  transition  involves  the  passage  from  one  world  of  thought 
to  another.  No  familiarity  with  the  general  teaching  of  the 
Gospels,  no  wide  conception  of  the  character  of  the  Saviour,  is 
sufficient  to  destroy  the  contrast  which  exists  in  form  and  spirit 
between  the  earlier  and  later  narratives.  "=  The  difference 
between  the  fourth  Gospel  and  the  Synoptics,  not  only  as  regards 
the  teaching  of  Jesus  but  also  the  facts  of  the  narrative,  is  so 
great  that  it  is  impossible  to  harmonise  them,  and  no  one  who 
seriously  considers  the  matter  can  fail  to  see  that  both  cannot 
be  accepted  as  correct.  If  we  believe  that  the  Synoptics  give  a 
truthful  representation  of  the  life  and  teaching  of  Jesus,  it  follows 
of  necessity  that,  in  whatever  category  we  may  decide  to  place 
the  fourth  Gospel,  it  must  be  rejected  as  a  historical  work.  The 
theories  which  are  most  in  favour  as  regards  it  may  place  the 
Gospel  in  a  high  position  as  an  ideal  composition,  but  sober 
criticism  must  infallibly  pronounce  that  they  exclude  it  altogether 
from  the  province  of  history.  There  is  no  option  but  to  accept  it 
as  the  only  genuine  report  of  the  sayings  and  doings  of  Jesus, 

*  Matt.  xxvi.  46 ;  Mark  xiv.  42.     De  Wette  likewise  admits  this  mistaken 
reminiscence  (Eini,  N,  T.,  p,  211  c). 
'  Introd,  to  Study  of  tlu  Gospels ^  p.  249. 
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rejecting  the  Synoptics,  or  to  remove  it  at  once  to  another  depart^ 
ment  of  literature.  The  Synoptics  certainly  contradict  each  other 
in  many  minor  details,  but  they  are  not  in  fundamental  disagree- 
ment with  each  other,  and  evidently  present  the  same  portrait  of 
Jesus  and  the  same  view  of  his  teaching  derived  from  the  same 
sources. 

The  vast  difference  which  exists  between  the  representation  of 
Jesus  in  the  fourth  Gospel  and  in  the  Synoptics  is  too  well  recognised 
to  require  minute  demonstration.  We  must,  however,  point  out 
some  of  the  distinctive  features.  We  need  not  do  more  here  than 
refer  to  the  fact  that,  whilst  the  Synoptics  relate  the  circumstances 
of  the  birth  of  Jesus  (two  of  them  at  least),  and  give  some  history 
of  his  family  and  origin,  the  fourth  Gospel,  ignoring  all  this, 
introduces  the  great  Teacher  at  once  as  the  Logos  who  from  the 
beginning  was  with  God  and  was  himself  God.  The  keynote  is 
struck  from  the  first,  and  in  the  philosophical  prelude  to  the 
Gospel  we  have  the  announcement  to  those  who  have  ears  to 
hear,  that  here  we  need  expect  no  simple  history,  but  an  artistic 
demonstration  of  the  philosophical  postulate.  According  to  the 
Synoptics,  Jesus  is  baptised  by  John,  and  as  he  goes  out  of  the 
water  the  Holy  Ghost  descends  upon  him  like  a  dove.  The 
fourth  Gospel  says  nothing  of  the  baptism,  and  makes  John  the 
Baptist  narrate  vaguely  that  he  saw  the  Holy  Ghost  descend  like 
a  dove  and  rest  upon  Jesus,  as  a  sign  previously  indicated  to  him 
by  God  by  which  to  recognise  the  Lamb  of  God.'  From  the 
very  first,  John  the  Baptist,  in  the  fourth  Gospel,  recognises  and 
declares  Jesus  to  be  "  the  Christ,"'  "  the  Lamb  of  God  which 
taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world."3  According  to  the  Synoptics, 
John  comes  preaching  the  baptism  of  repentance,  and  so  far  is 
he  from  making  such  declarations,  or  forming  such  distinct 
opinions  concerning  Jesus,  that  even  after  he  has  been  cast  into 
prison  and  just  before  his  death — when,  in  fact,  his  preaching  was 
at  an  end — he  is  represented  as  sending  disciples  to  Jesus,  on 
hearing  in  prison  of  his  works,  to  ask  him :  "Art  thou  he  that 
should  come,  or  look  we  for  another?"*  Jesus  carries  on  his 
ministry  and  baptises  simultaneously  with  John,  according  to  the 
fourth  Gospel ;  but  his  public  career,  according  to  the  Synoptics, 
does  not  begin  until  after  the  Bapdst's  has  concluded,  and  John 
is  cast  into  prison.s  The  Synoptics  clearly  represent  the  ministry 
of  Jesus  as  having  been  limited  to  a  single  year,^and  his  preaching 

'  John  i.  32-33.  »  Ib.^  i.  15-27.  3  lb,,  i.  29. 

<  Matt.  xi.  2  f.;  cf.  Luke  vii.  18  f. 

5  John  iii.  22 ;  Matt.  iv.  12,  17 ;  Mark  i.  14  ;  Luke  iii.  20,  23  ;  iv.  I  f. 

^  Apologists  discover  indications  of  a  three  years*  ministry'  in  Matt.  xiii.  37, 
Luke  xiii.  34 :  **  How  often,"  etc.;  and  also  in  Luke  xiii.  32  f.,  **  to-day,  to- 
morrow, and  the  third  day." 
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is  confined  to  GaUlee  and  Jerusalem,  where  his  career  culminates 
at  the  fatal  Passover.  The  fourth  Gospel  distributes  the  teaching 
of  Jesus  between  Galilee,  Samaria,  and  Jerusalem,  makes  it  extend 
at  least  over  three  years,  and  refers  to  three  Passovers  spent  by 
Jesus  at  Jerusalem.*  The  Fathers  felt  this  difficulty  and  expended 
a  good  deal  of  apologetic  ingenuity  upon  it ;  but  no  one  is  now 
content  with  the  explanation  of  Eusebius,  that  the  Synoptics 
merely  intended  to  write  the  history  of  Jesus  during  the  one  year 
after  the  imprisonment  of  the  Baptist,  whilst  the  fourth  Evangelist 
recounted  the  events  of  the  time  not  recorded  by  the  others — a. 
theory  which  is  totally  contradicted  by  the  four  Gospels  them- 
selves.'' 

The  fourth  Gospel  represents  the  expulsion  of  the  money- 
changers by  Jesus  as  taking  place  at  the  very  outset  of  his  career,3 
when  he  could  not  have  been  known,  and  when  such  a  proceeding 
is  incredible ;  whilst  the  Synoptics  place  it  at  the  very  close  of  his 
ministry,  after  his  triumphal  entry  into  Jerusalem,  when,  if  ever, 
such  an  act  which  might  have  contributed  to  the  final  catastrophe 
becomes  conceivable.*  The  variation  from  the  parallels  in  the 
Synoptics,  moreover,  is  exceedingly  instructive,  and  further  indi- 
cates the  amplification  of  a  later  writer  imperfectly  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances.  The  first  and  second  Synoptics,  in 
addition  to  the  general  expression,  "  those  buying  and  selling  in 
the  Temple,"  mention  only  that  Jesus  overthrew  the  tables  of  the 
money-changers  and  the  seats  of  those  selling  doves.  The  third 
Synoptist  does  not  even  give  these  particulars.  The  author  of 
the  fourth  Gospel,  however,  not  only  makes  Jesus  expel  the  sellers 
of  doves  and  the  money-changers,  but  adds  :  "  those  selling  oxen 
and  sheep."  Now,  not  only  is  there  not  the  slightest  evidence 
that  sheep  and  oxen  were  bought  and  sold  in  the  Temple,  but  it 
is  obvious  that  there  was  no  room  there  to  do  so.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  is  known  that  the  market  for  cattle  was  not  only  distant 
from  the  Temple,  but  even  from  the  city.  The  author  himself 
betrays  the  foreign  element  in  his  account  by  making  Jesus  address 
his  words,  when  driving  them  all  out,  only  "to  them  selling  doves." 
Why  single  these  out  and  seem  to  exclude  the  sellers  of  sheep- and 
oxen  ?  He  has  apparently  forgotten  his  own  interpolation.  In 
the  first  Gospel  the  connection  of  the  words  of  Jesus  with  the 

narrative  suggests  an  explanation:  xxi.  12  ** and  overthrew  the 

tables  of  the  money-changers,  and  the  seats  0/  those  selling  doves, 
and  saith  to  them,^^  etc.      Upon  the  occasion  of  this  episode  the 

'  John  ii.  13  ;  vi.  40  f.;  vii.  2  ;  xiii.  I. 

'  Eusebius,  H.  -£".,  iii.  24.  We  have  already  referred  to  the  theory  of 
Irenoeus,  which  is  at  variance  with  all  the  Gospels,  and  extends  the  career  of 
Jesus  to  many  years  of  public  life. 

3  John  ii.  14  f.  4  Matt.  xxi.  12  f.  ;  Mark  xi.  15  f.  ;  Luke  xix.  45  f. 
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fourth  Gospel  represents  Jesus  as  replying  to  the  demand  of  the 
Jews  for  a  sign  why  he  did  such  things :  "  Destroy  this  temple, 
and  within  three  days  I  will  raise  it  up,"  which  the  Jews  very 
naturally  understand  in  a  material  sense,  and  which  even  the 
disciples  only  comprehended  and  believed  "after  the  resurrec- 
tion." The  Synoptists  not  only  know  nothing  of  this,  but  repre- 
sent the  saying  as  the  testimony  which  the  false  witnesses  bare 
against  Jesus.'  No  such  charge  is  brought  against  Jesus  at  all  in 
the  fourth  Gospel.  So  little  do  the  Synoptists  know  of  the  con- 
versation of  Jesus  with  the  Samaritan  woman  and  his  sojourn  for 
two  days  at  Sychar  that,  in  his  instructions  to  his  disciples  in  the 
first  Grospel,  Jesus  positively  forbids  them  either  to  go  to  the 
Gentiles  or  to  enter  into  any  city  of  the  Samaritans.' 

The  fourth  Gospel  has  very  few  miracles  in  common  with  the 
Synoptics,  and  those  few  present  notable  variations.  After  the 
feeding  of  the  five  thousand,  Jesus,  according  to  the  Synoptics, 
constrains  his  disciples  to  enter  a  ship  and  to  go  to  the  other  side 
of  the  Lake  of  Gennesaret,  whilst  he  himself  goes  up  a  mountain 
apart  to  pray.  A  storm  arises,  and  Jesus  appears  walking  to  them 
over  the  sea,  whereat  the  disciples  are  troubled ;  but  Peter  says  to 
him:  "  Lord,  if  it  be  thou,  bid  me  come  unto  thee  over  the  water  "; 
and  on  his  going  out  of  the  ship  over  the  water,  and  b^tginning  to 
sink,  he  cries,  "  Lord,  save  me  ";  Jesus  stretched  out  his  hand  and 
caught  him ;  and  when  they  had  come  into  the  ship  the  wind 
ceased,  and  they  that  were  in  the  ship  came  and  worshipped  him, 
saying,  "Of  a  truth  thou  art  the  Son  of  God."3  The  fourth 
Gospel,  instead  of  representing  Jesus  as  retiring  to  the  mountain 
to  pray,  which  would  have  been  opposed  to  the  author's  idea  of 
the  Logos,  makes  the  motive  for  going  thither  the  knowledge  of 
Jesus  that  the  people  "  would  come  and  take  him  by  force  that 
they  might  make  him  a  king."^  The  writer  altogether  ignores  the 
episode  of  Peter  walking  on  the  sea,  and  adds  a  new  miracle  by 
stating  that,  as  soon  as  Jesus  was  received  on  board,  "the  ship  was 
at  the  land  whither  they  were  going."5  The  Synoptics  go  on  to 
describe  the  devout  excitement  and  faith  of  all  the  country  round ; 
but  the  fourth  Gospel,  limiting  the  effect  on  the  multitude  in  the 
first  instance  to  curiosity  as  to  how  Jesus  had  crossed  the  lake, 
represents  Jesus  as  upbraiding  them  for  following  him,  not  because 
they  saw  miracles,  but  because  they  had  eaten  of  the  loaves  and 
been  filled,^  and  makes  him  deliver  one  of  those  long  dogmatic 
discourses,  interrupted  by,  and  based  upon,  the  remarks  of  the 
crowd,  which  so  peculiarly  distinguish  the  fourth  Gospel. 

»  John  ii.  18  f.  ;  Matt.  xxvi.   60  f.  ;    cf.  xxvii.  39  f.  ;    Mark  xiv.   57  f.  ; 
XV.  29. 
«  Matt.  X.  5.  3  Matt.  xiv.  22,  23  ;  cf.  Mark  vi.  46  f. 

*  John  vi.  15.  5  /^.^  vi.  17-21.  ^  /$.,  vi.  26. 
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Without  dwelling  upon  such  details  of  miracles,  however,  we 
proceed  with  our  slight  comparison.  Whilst  the  fourth  Gospel 
from  the  very  commencement  asserts  the  foreknowledge  of  Jesus 
as  to  who  should  betray  him,  and  makes  him  inform  the  Twelve 
that  one  of  them  is  a  devil,  alluding  to  Judas  Iscariot,'  the  Synopn 
tists  represent  Jesus  as  having  so  little  foreknowledge  that  Judas 
should  betray  him  that,  shortly  before  the  end,  and  indeed, 
according  to  the  third  Gospel,  only  at  the  last  supper,  Jesus 
promises  that  the  disciples  shall  sit  upon  twelve  thrones  judging 
the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel,''  and  it  is  only  at  the  last  supper,  after 
Judas  has  actually  arranged  with  the  chief  priests,  and  apparently 
from  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  Jesus,  for  the  first  time,  speaks  of 
his  betrayal  by  him.  3  On  his  way  to  Jerusalem,  two  days  before 
the  Passover,^  Jesus  comes  to  Bethany,  where,  according  to  the 
Synoptics,  being  in  the  house  of  Simon  the  leper,  a  woman  with 
an  alabaster  box  of  very  precious  ointment  came  and  poured  the 
ointment  upon  his  head,  much  to  the  indignation  of  the  disciples, 
who  say  :  **  To  what  purpose  is  this  waste  ?  For  this  might  have 
been  sold  for  much,  and  given  to  the  poor."5  In  the  fourth 
Gospel  the  episode  takes  place  six  days  before  the  Passover,^  in 
the  house  of  I^azarus,  and  it  is  his  sister  Mary  who  takes  a  pound 
of  very  costly  ointment,  but  she  anoints  the  feet  of  Jesus  and 
wipes  them  with  her  hair.  It  is  Judas  Iscariot,  and  not  the 
disciples,  who  says  :  "  Why  was  not  this  ointment  sold  for  three 
hundred  pence  and  given  to  the  poor?"  And  Jesus  makes  a 
similar  reply  to  that  in  the  Synoptics,  showing  the  identity  of  the 
occurrence  described  so  differently.7 

The  Synoptics  represent  most  clearly  that  Jesus  on  the  evening 
of  the  14th  Nisan,  after  the  custom  of  the  Jews,  ate  the  Passover 
with  his  disciples,®  and  that  he  was  arrested  in  the  first  hours  of 
the  15th  Nisan,  the  day  on  which  he  was  put  to  death.  Nothing 
can  be  more  distinct  than  the  statement  that  the  last  supper  was 
the  Paschal  feast.  "  They  made  ready  the  Passover  (YfToifma'av 
rh  irdcrxoi)y  and,  when  the  hour  was  come,  he  sat  down  and 
the  Apostles  with  him,  and  he  said  to  them :  With  desire  I 
desired  to  eat  this  Passover  with  you  before  I  suffer "  (^Etti^^/u^ 
hreOvfirja-a     rovro    rh     Trajor^a     <f>ay€iv    fjLeO*     v/jmv     irp6    rov    fu 

*  John  vi.  64,  70,  71 ;  cf.  ii.  25. 

^  Matt.  xix.  28  ;  cf.  xvii.  22  f.  ;  cf.  Mark  ix.  30  f.,  x.  32  f.  ;  Luke  xxii.  30; 
cf.  ix.  22  f.,  44  f.  ;  xviii.  31  f. 

3  Matt.  xxvi.  21  f.,  cf.  14  f. ;  Mark  xiv.  18  f.,  cf.  10  f.  ;  Luke  xxii.  21  f., 
cf.  3f. 

-♦  Mark  xiv.  i.  5  Matt.  xxvi.  6-13;  Mark  xiv.  3-9. 

^  John  xii.  i.  7/5.,  xii.  i  f.  ;  cf.  xi.  2. 

*  Matt.  xxvi.  17  f.,  19,  36  f.,  47  f.  ;  Mark  xiv.  12  f.,  16  f.  ;  Luke  xxii.  7  f., 
13  f 
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wa^civ).*  The  fourth  Gospel,  however,  in  accordance  with  the 
principle  which  is  dominant  throughout,  represents  the  last  repast 
which  Jesus  eats  with  his  disciples  as  a  common  supper  (Seiirvov), 
which  takes  place  not  on  the  14th,  but  on  the  13th  Nisan,  the 
day  "before  the  feast  of  the  Passover"  (vpb  rrjs  toprrjs  rov 
irwrxoL),"  and  his  death  takes  place  on  the  14th,  the  day  on  which 
the  Paschal  lamb  was  slain.  Jesus  is  delivered  by  Pilate  to  the 
Jews  to  be  crucified  about  the  sixth  hour  of  "  the  preparation  of 
the  Passover"  (i}v  'jrapao-Kcvrj  rov  iracrxa),^  and  because  it  was 
"  the  preparation,"  the  legs  of  the  two  men  crucified  with  Jesus 
were  broken  that  the  bodies  might  not  remain  on  the  cross  on  the 
great  day  of  the  feast.-*  The  fourth  Grospel  totally  ignores  the 
institution  of  the  Christian  festival  at  the  last  supper,  but,  instead, 
represents  Jesus  as  washing  the  feet  of  the  disciples,  enjoining 
them  also  to  wash  each  other's  feet :  "  For  1  gave  you  an  example 
that  ye  should  do  according  as  I  did  to  you."5  The  Synoptics 
have  no  knowledge  of  this  incident.  Immediately  after  the 
warning  to  Peter  of  his  future  denial,  Jesus  goes  out  with  the 
disciples  to  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane,  and,  taking  Peter  and  the 
two  sons  of  Zebedee  apart,  began  to  be  sorrowful  and  very 
depressed,  and,  as  he  prayed  in  his  agony  that  if  possible  the  cup 
might  pass  from  him,  an  angel  comforts  him.  Instead  of  this, 
the  fourth  Gospel  represents  Jesus  as  delivering,  after  the  warning 
to  Peter,  the  longest  discourses  in  the  Gospel :  "  Let  not  your 
heart  be  troubled,"  etc.;  "I  am  the  true  vine,"^  etc.;  and 
although  said  to  be  written  by  one  of  the  sons  of  Zebedee  who 
were  with  Jesus  on  the  occasion,  the  fourth  Gospel  does  not 
mention  the  agony  in  the  garden,  but,  on  the  contrary,  makes 
Jesus  utter  the  long  prayer  xvii.  1-26,  in  a  calm  and  even 
exulting  spirit  very  far  removed  from  the  sorrow  and  depression 
of  the  more  natural  scene  in  Gethsemane.  The  prayer,  like  the 
rest  of  the  prayers  in  the  Gospel,  is  a  mere  didactic  and  dogmatic 
address  for  the  benefit  of  the  hearers. 

The  arrest  of  Jesus  presents  a  similar  contrast.  In  the  Synop- 
tics, Judas  comes  with  a  multitude  from  the  chief  priests  and 
elders  of  the  people  armed  with  swords  and  staves,  and,  indicating 
his  Master  by  a  kiss,  Jesus  is  simply  arrested,  and,  after  the  slight 
resistance  of  one  of  the  disciples,  is  led  away.7  In  the  fourth 
Gospel  the  case  is  very  different.  Judas  comes  with  a  band  of 
men  from  the  chief  priests  and  Pharisees,  with  lanterns  and  torches 
and  weapons,  and  Jesus — **  knowing  all  things  which  were  coming 

*  Luke  xxii.  13,  15 ;  cf.  Matt.  xxvi.  19  f.  ;  Mark  xiv.  16  f. 
»  John  xiii.  i.  3  /j.,  xix.  14. 

-♦  /*.,  xix.  31  f.  5  /i,,^  xiii.  12,  15. 

^  /S.y  xiv.  1-3 1 ;  XV.  1-27 ;  xvi.  1-33 ;  xvii.  1-26. 
7  Matt.  xxvi.  47  f.;  Mark  xiv.  43  f;  Luke  xxii.  47  f. 
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to  pass " — himself  goes  towards  them  and  asks  :  "  Whom  seek 
ye?"  Judas  plays  no  active  part,  and  no  kiss  is  given.  The 
fourth  Evangelist  is,  as  ever,  bent  on  showing  that  all  which 
happens  to  the  Logos  is  predetermined  by  himself  and  voluntarily 
encountered.  As  soon  as  Jesus  replies,  "  I  am  he,"  the  whole 
band  of  soldiers  go  backwards  and  fall  to  the  ground — an  incident 
thoroughly  in  the  spirit  of  the  early  apocryphal  Gospels  still 
extant,  and  of  an  evidently  legendary  character.  He  is  then  led 
away  first  to  Annas,  who  sends  him  to  Caiaphas,  whilst  the 
Synoptics  naturally  know  nothing  of  Annas,  who  was  not  the  high 
priest  and  had  no  authority.  We  need  not  follow  the  trial,  which 
is  fundamentally  different  in  the  Synoptics  and  fourth  Gospel ; 
and  we  have  already  pointed  out  tlmt,  in  the  Synoptics,  Jesus  is 
crucified  on  the  15th  Nisan,  whereas  in  the  fourth  Gospel  he  is 
put  to  death — the  spiritual  Paschal  lamb — on  the  14th  Nisan. 
According  to  the  fourth  Gospel,  Jesus  bears  his  own  cross  to 
Calvary,'  but  the  Synoptics  represent  it  as  being  borne  by  Simon 
of  Cyrene.'  As  a  very  singular  illustration  of  the  inaccuracy  of  all 
the  Gospels,  we  may  point  to  the  circumstance  that  no  two  of 
them  agree  even  about  so  simple  a  matter  of  fact  as  the  inscription 
on  the  cross,  assuming  that  there  was  one  at  alL  They  give  it 
respectively  as  follows  :  "  This  is  Jesus  the  King  of  the  Jews  "  ; 
"The  King  of  the  Jews";  "This  (is)  the  King  of  the  Jews"; 
and  the  fourth  Gospel :  "  Jesus  the  Nazarene  the  King  of  the 
Jews. "3  The  occurrences  during  the  Crucifixion  are  profoundly 
different  in  the  fourth  Gospel  from  those  narrated  in  the  Synoptics. 
In  the  latter,  only  the  women  are  represented  as  beholding  afar 
off,^  but  "  the  beloved  disciple  "  is  added  in  the  fourth  Gospel, 
and,  instead  of  being  far  off,  they  are  close  to  the  cross ;  and  for 
the  last  cries  of  Jesus  reported  in  the  S)nioptics  we  have  the 
episode  in  which  Jesus  confides  his  mother  to  the  disciple's  care. 
We  need  not  at  present  compare  the  other  details  of  the  Crucifixion 
and  Resurrection,  which  are  differently  reported  by  each  of  the 
Gospels. 

We  have  only  indicated  a  few  of  the  more  salient  differences 
between  the  fourth  Gospel  and  the  Synoptics,  which  are  rendered 
much  more  striking,  in  the  Gospels  themselves,  by  the  profound 
dissimilarity  of  the  sentiments  uttered  by  Jesus.  We  merely  point 
out,  in  passing,  the  omission  of  important  episodes  from  the  fourth 
Gospel,  such  as  the  Temptation  in  the  wilderness;   the  Trans- 

'  John  xix.  17.  »  Matt,  xxvii.  32 ;  Mark  xv.  21  ;  Luke  xxii.  26. 

3  Odrds  icTiv  'IrfffoOs  6  /ScurtXci)?  tQp  *lovdal<ajf.  Matt  xxvii.  37  ;  'O  /SourtXci)? 
Tuv  *lovSaUjv.  Mark  xv.  26  ;  '0  pcuriXein  riop  ^lovdalwp  o^oi,  Luke  xxiii.  38 ; 
lrf<rovs  6  Na^<a/>cuos  6  /3curtXci>i  tQv  *lov8al<op.     John  xix.  19. 

*  Matt,  xxvii.  55  f. ;  Mark  xv.  40  f. ;  Luke  xxiii.  49.  In  this  last  place  all 
his  acquaintance  are  added. 
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figuration,  at  which,  according  to  the  Synoptics,  the  sons  of 
Zebedee  were  present ;  the  last  Supper ;  the  agony  in  the  garden  ; 
the  mournful  cries  on  the  cross ;  and,  we  may  add,  the  Ascension ; 
and  if  we  turn  to  the  miracles  of  Jesus,  we  find  that  almost  all  of 
those  narrated  by  the  Synoptics  are  ignored,  whilst  an  almost 
entirely  new  series  is  introduced.  There  is  not  a  single  instance 
of  the  cure  of  demoniacal  possession  in  any  form  recorded  in  the 
fourth  Gospel.  Indeed,  the  number  of  miracles  is  reduced  in  that 
Gospel  to  a  few  typical  cases;  and  although  at  the  close  it  is 
generally  said  that  Jesus  did  many  other  signs  in  the  presence  of 
his  disciples,  these  alone  are  written  with  the  declared  purpose : 
"that  ye  might  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God."' 

We  may  briefly  refer  in  detail  to  one  miracle  of  the  fourth 
Gospel — the  raising  of  Lazarus.  The  extraordinary  fact  that  the 
Synoptists  are  utterly  ignorant  of  this  the  greatest  of  the  miracles 
attributed  to  Jesus  has  been  too  frequently  discussed  to  require 
much  comment  her^.  It  will  be  remembered  that,  as  the  case  of 
the  daughter  of  Jairus  is,  by  the  express  declaration  of  Jesus,  one 
of  mere  suspension  of  consciousness,^  the  only  instance  in  which  a 
dead  person  is  distinctly  said,  in  any  of  the  Synoptics,  to  have 
been  restored  to  life  by  Jesus  is  that  of  the  son  of  the  widow  of 
Nain.3  It  is,  therefore,  quite  impossible  to  suppose  that  the 
Synoptists  could  have  known  of  the  raising  of  Lazarus  and  wilfully 
omitted  it.  It  is  equally  impossible  to  believe  that  the  authors 
of  the  synoptic  Gospels,  from  whatever  sources  they  may  have 
drawn  their  materials,  could  have  been  ignorant  of  such  a  miracle 
had  it  really  taken  place.  This  astounding  miracle,  according  to 
the  fourth  Gospel,  created  such  general  excitement  that  it  was  one 
of  the  leading  events  which  led  to  the  arrest  and  crucifixion  of 
Jesus.-*  If,  therefore,  the  Synoptics  had  any  connection  with  the 
writers  to  whom  they  are  referred,  the  raising  of  Lazarus  must  have 
been  personally  known  to  their  reputed  authors  either  directly 
or  through  the  Apostles  who  are  supposed  to  have  inspired  them, 
or  even  if  they  have  any  claim  to  contemporary  origin  the  tradition 
of  the  greatest  miracle  of  Jesus  must  have  been  fresh  throughout 
the  Church,  if  such  a  wonder  had  ever  been  performed.  The  total 
ignorance  of  such  a  miracle  displayed  by  the  whole  of  the  works 
of  the  New  Testament,  therefore,  forms  the  strongest  presumptive 
evidence  that  the  narrative  in  the  fourth  Gospel  is  a  mere 
imaginary  scene,  illustrative  of  the  dogma,  "  I  am  the  resurrection 
and  the  life,"  upon  which  it  is  based.  This  conclusion  is  con- 
firmed by  the  peculiarities  of  the  narrative  itself.     When  Jesus 

'  John  XX.  30  f.  »  Matt.  ix.  24 ;  Mark  v.  39  ;  Luke  viii.  52. 

3  Luke  vii.  11  f.  ♦  John  xi.  45  f.,  53 ;  xii.  9  f.,  17  f. 
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first  hears,  from  the  message  of  the  sisters,  that  I^zarus  whom  he 
loved  was  sick,  he  declares,  xi.  4  :  "  This  sickness  is  not  unto 
death,  but  for  the  glory  of  God,  that  the  Son  of  God  may  be 
glorified  thereby ";  and  v.  6  :  **  VVhen,  therefore  (o^v),  he  heard 
that  he  was  sick,  at  that  time  he  continued  two  days  in  the  place 
where  he  was."  After  that  interval  he  proposes  to  go  into  Judaea, 
and  explains  to  the  disciples,  v.  1 1  :  "  Our  friend  Lazarus  is  fallen 
asleep;  but  I  go  that  I  may  awake  him  out  of  sleep."  The 
disciples  reply,  with  the  stupidity  with  which  the  fourth  Evangelist 
endows  all  those  who  hold  colloquy  with  Jesus,  v.  12:  "  Lord,  if 
he  is  fallen  asleep,  he  will  recover.  Howbeit,  Jesus  spake  of  his 
death  ;  but  they  thought  that  he  was  speaking  of  the  ts^ing  of  rest 
in  sleep.  Then  said  Jesus  unto  them  plainly  :  Lazarus  is  dead, 
and  I  am  glad  for  your  sakes  that  I  was  not  there,  to  the  intent 
that  ye  may  believe."  The  artificial  nature  of  all  this  introductory 
matter  will  not  have  escaped  the  reader,  and  it  is  further  illustrated 
by  that  which  follows.  Arrived  at  Bethany,  they  find  that  I^azarus 
has  lain  in  the  grave  already  four  days.  Martha  says  to  Jesus 
(v.  21  f.) :  "  Lord,  if  thou  hadst  been  here,  my  brother  had  not 
died.  And  I  know  that  even  now  whatsoever  thou  shalt  ask  of 
God,  God  will  give  thee.  Jesus  saith  unto  her  :  Thy  brother  shall 
rise  again."  Martha,  of  course,  as  usual,  misunderstands  this 
saying  as  applying  to  "  the  resurrection  at  the  last  day,"  in  order  to 
introduce  the  reply  :  "  I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life,"  etc. 
When  they  come  to  the  house,  and  Jesus  sees  Mary  and  the  Jews 
weeping,  "he  groaned  in  spirit  and  troubled  himself,"  and  on 
reaching  the  grave  itself  (v.  35  f.),  "  Jesus  wept :  Then  said  the 
Jews  :  Behold  how  he  loved  him !"  Now  this  representation, 
which  has  ever  since  been  the  admiration  of  Christendom,  presents 
the  very  strongest  marks  of  unreality.  Jesus,  who  loves  Lazarus 
so  much,  disregards  the  urgent  message  of  the  sisters,  and,  whilst 
openly  declaring  that  his  sickness  is  not  unto  death,  intentionally 
lingers  until  his  friend  dies.  When  he  does  go  to  Bethany,  and  is 
on  the  very  point  of  restoring  Lazarus  to  life  and  dissipating  the 
grief  of  his  family  and  friends,  he  actually  weeps  and  groans  in 
his  spirit.  There  is  so  total  an  absence  of  reason  for  such  grief  at 
such  a  moment  that  these  tears,  to  any  sober  reader,  are  unmistak- 
ably mere  theatrical  adjuncts  of  a  scene  elaborated  out  of  the 
imagination  of  the  writer.  The  suggestion  of  the  bystanders 
(v.  37),  that  he  might  have  prevented  the  death,  is  not  more 
probable  than  the  continuation  (v.  38) :  "  Jesus,  therefore,  again 
groaning  in  himself,  cometh  to  the  grave."  There,  having  ordered 
the  stone  to  be  removed,  he  delivers  a  prayer  avowedly  intended 
merely  for  the  bystanders  (v.  41  f.) ;  "  And  Jesus  lifted  up  his 
eyes  and  said,  F'ather,  I  thank  thee  that  thou  hast  heard  me,  and 
I  knew  that   thou  hearest  me  always :    but  for  the  sake  of  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


AUTHORSHIP  AND  CHARACTER  OF  FOURTH  GOSPEL    557 

multitude  which  stand  around  I  said  this,  that  they  may  believe 
that  thou  hast  sent  me."  This  prayer  is  as  evidently  artificial  as 
the  rest  of  the  details  of  the  miracle ;  but,  as  in  other  elaborately 
arranged  scenic  representations,  the  charm  is  altogether  dispelled 
when  closer  examination  shows  the  character  of  the  dramatic 
elements.  A  careful  consideration  of  the  narrative  and  of  all  the 
facts  of  the  case  must,  we  think,  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  this 
miracle  is  not  even  a  historical  tradition  of  the  life  of  Jesus,  but  is 
wholly  an  ideal  composition  by  the  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel. 
This  being  the  case,  the  other  miracles  of  the  Gospel  need  not 
detain  us. 

If  the  historical  part  of  the  fourth  Gospel  be  in  irreconcilable 
contradiction  to  the  Synoptics,  the  didactic  is  infinitely  more  so. 
The  teaching  of  the  one  is  totally  different  from  that  of  the 
others  in  spirit,  form,  and  terminology ;  and,  although  there  are 
undoubtedly  fine  sayings  throughout  the  work,  in  the  prolix  dis- 
courses of  the  fourth  Gospel  there  is  not  a  single  characteristic  of 
the  simple  eloquence  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  In  the  diffuse 
mysticism  of  the  Logos  we  can  scarcely  recognise  a  trace  of 
the  terse  practical  wisdom  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  It  must  be 
apparent  even  to  the  most  superficial  observer  that,  in  the  fourth 
Gospel,  we  are  introduced  to  a  perfectly  new  system  of  instruction, 
and  to  an  order  of  ideas  of  which  there  is  not  a  vestige  in  the 
Synoptics.  Instead  of  short  and  concise  lessons,  full  of  striking 
truth  and  point,  we  find  nothing  but  long  and  involved  dogmatic 
discourses  of  little  practical  utility.  The  limpid  spontaneity  of 
that  earlier  teaching,  with  its  fresh  illustrations  and  profound 
sentences,  uttered  without  effort  and  untinged  by  art,  is  exchanged 
for  diffuse  addresses  and  artificial  dialogues,  in  which  labour  and 
design  are  everywhere  apparent.  From  pure  and  living  morality, 
couched  in  brief,  incisive  sayings  which  enter  the  heart  and  dwell 
upon  the  ear,  we  turn  to  elaborate  philosophical  orations 
without  clearness  or  order,  and  to  doctrinal  announcements 
unknown  to  the  Synoptics.  To  the  inquiry,  "  What  shall  I  do  to 
inherit  eternal  life  ?"  Jesus  replies,  in  the  Synoptics,  "  Thou  shalt 
love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul, 

and  with  all  thy  mind  ;  and  thy  neighbour  as  thyself this  do, 

and  thou  shalt  live."*  In  the  fourth  Gospel,  to  the  question, 
"  What  must  we  do  that  we  may  work  the  works  of  God  ?"  Jesus 
answers,  "  This  is  the  work  of  God,  that  ye  should  believe  in  him 
whom  he  sent."'  The  teaching  of  Jesus  in  the  Synoptics  is  almost 
wholly  moral,  and  in  the  fourth  Gospel  it  is  almost  wholly  dog- 
matic. If  Christianity  consist  of  the  doctrines  preached  in  the 
fourth  Gospel,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  Synoptics  do  not 

'  Luke  X.  25-28 ;  cf.  Mark  xix.  16  f.  ;  xxiL  36-40.  ^  John  vi.  28,  29. 
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teach  Christianity  at  all.  The  extraordinary  phenomenon  is  pre- 
sented of  three  Gospels,  each  professing  to  be  complete  in  itself, 
and  to  convey  the  good  tidings  of  salvation  to  man,  which  have 
actually  omitted  the  doctrines  which  are  the  condition  of  that 
salvation.  The  fourth  Gospel  practically  expounds  a  new  religion. 
It  is  undeniable  that  morality  and  precepts  of  love  and  charity  for 
the  conduct  of  life  are  the  staple  of  the  teaching  of  Jesus  in  the 
Synoptics,  and  that  dogma  occupies  so  small  a  place  that  it  is 
regarded  as  a  subordinate  and  secondary  consideration.  In  the 
fourth  Gospel,  however,  dogma  is  the  one  thing  needful,  and  forms 
the  whole  substance  of  the  preaching  of  the  Logos.  The  burden 
of  his  teaching  is,  "He  that  belie veth  on  the  Son  hath  eternal  life, 
but  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son  shall  not  see  life,  but  the  wrath 
of  God  abideth  on  him."'  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  put  the  con- 
trast between  the  Synoptics  and  the  fourth  Gospel  in  too  strong  a 
light.  If  we  possessed  the  Synoptics  without  the  fourth  Gospel, 
we  should  have  the  exposition  of  pure  morality  based  on  perfect 
love  to  God  and  man.  If  we  had  the  fourth  Gospel  without  the 
Synoptics,  we  should  have  little  more  than  a  system  of  dogmatic 
theology  without  morality.  Not  only  is  the  doctrine  and  the  termi- 
nology of  the  Jesus  of  the  fourth  Gospel  quite  different  from  that 
of  the  Jesus  of  the  Synoptics,  but  so  is  the  teaching  of  John  the 
Baptist.  In  the  Synoptics  he  comes  preaching  the  Baptism  of 
repentance,'  and,  like  the  Master,  inculcating  principles  of 
morality  ;3  but  in  the  fourth  Gospel  he  has  adopted  the  peculiar 
views  of  the  author,  proclaims  "the  lamb  of  God  which  taketh 
away  tHe  sins  of  the  world, "*♦  and  bears  witness  that  he  is  "  the 
Son  of  God. "5  We  hear  of  the  Paraclete  for  the  first  time  in  the 
fourth  Gospel. 

.  It  is  so  impossible  to  ignore  the  distinct  individuality  of  the 
Jesus  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  and  of  his  teaching,  that  even  Apolo- 
gists are  obliged  to  admit  that  the  peculiarities  of  the  author  have 
coloured  the  portrait,  and  introduced  an  element  of  subjectivity 
into  the  discourses.  It  was  impossible,  they  confess,  that  the 
Apostle  could  remember  verbally  such  long  orations  for  half  a 
century,  and  at  best  that  they  can  only  be  accepted  as  substan- 
tially correct  reports  of  the  teaching  of  Jesus.  "  Above  all,"  says 
Ewald,  "  the  discourses  of  Christ  and  of  others  in  this  Gospel  are 
clothed  as  by  an  entirely  new  colour :  on  this  account  also  scepti- 
cism has  desired  to  conclude  that  the  Apostle  cannot  have  com- 
posed the  Gospel;  and  yet  no  conclusion  is  more  unfounded. 
When  the  Apostle  at  so  late  a  period  determined  to  compose  the 
work,  it  was  certainly  impossible  for  him  to  reproduce  all  the 

'  John  iii.  36.  «  Matt.  iii.  i  f.  ;  Mark  i.  4  f.  ;  Luke  iii.  2  f. 

3  Luke  iii.  8,  10  f.  ♦  John  i.  29,  36.  s  f^,^  {,  34. 
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words  exactly  as  they  were  spoken,  if  he  did  not  perhaps  desire 
not  merely  to  recall  a  few  memorable  sentences,  but,  in  longer  dis- 
cussions of  more  weighty  subjects,  to  charm  back  all  the  animation 
with  which  they  were  once  given.  So  he  availed  himself  of  that 
freedom  in  their  revivification  which  is  quite  intelligible  in  itself, 
and  sufficiently  warranted  by  the  precedent  of  so  many  great 
examples  of  antiquity ;  and  where  the  discourses  extend  to  greater 
length,  there  entered  involuntarily  into  the  structure  much  of  that 
fundamental  conception  and  language  regarding  the  manifestation 
of  Christ  which  had  long  become  deeply  rooted  in  the  Apostle's 
soul.  But  as  certainly  as  these  discourses  bear  up>on  them  the 
colouring  of  the  Apostle's  mind,  so  certainly  do  they  agree  in  their 
substantial  contents  with  his  best  recollections — because  the 
Spruchsammlung  proves  that  the  discourses  of  Christ  in  certain 
moments  really  could  rise  to  the  full  elevation,  which  in  John 
surprises  us  throughout  more  than  in  Matthew.  To  deny  the 
apostolical  authorship  of  the  Gospel  for  such  reasons,  therefore, 
were  pure  folly,  and  in  the  highest  degree  unjust.  Moreover,  the 
circumstance  that,  in  the  drawing  up  of  such  discourses,  we  some- 
times see  him  reproduce  or  further  develop  sayings  which  had 
already  been  recorded  in  the  older  Gospels,  can  prove  nothing 
against  the  apostolical  origin  of  the  Gospel,  as  he  was  indeed  at 
perfect  liberty,  if  he  pleased,  to  make  use  of  the  contents  of  such 
older  writings  when  he  considered  it  desirable,  and  when  they 
came  to  the  help  of  his  own  memory  of  those  long  passed 
days:  for  he  certainly  retained  many  or  all  of  such  expres- 
sions also  in  his  own  memory."'  Elsewhere,  he  describes  the 
work  as  "glorified  Gospel  history,"  composed  out  of  "glorified 
recollection."' 

Another  strenuous  defender  of  the  authenticity  of  the  fourth 
Gospel  wrote  of  it  as  follows  :  "  Nevertheless,  everything  is  recon- 
cilable," says  Gfr6rer,  "  if  one  accept  the  testimony  of  the  elders 
as  true.  For  as  John  must  have  written  the  Gospel  as  an  old 
man,  that  is  to  say  not  before  the  year  90-95  of  our  era,  there  is 
an  interval  of  more  than  half  a  century  between  the  time  when 
the  events  which  he  relates  really  happened  and  the  time  of  the 
composition  of  his  book — space  enough  certainly  to  make  a  few 
mistakes  conceivable,  even  pre-supposing  a  good  memory  and 
unshaken  love  of  truth.  Let  us  imagine,  for  instance,  that  to-day 
(in  1 841)  an  old  man  of  eighty  to  ninety  years  of  age  should  write 
down  from  mere  memory  the  occurrences  of  the  American  War 
(of  Independence),  in  which  he  himself  in  his  early  youth  played 

*  Jahrb.  bibl.  Wiss,^  x.,  p.  90  f. 

'  **  Verkldrte  evangelische  Geschichte^^ — **verklarte  erintterung"  (Jahrb, 
bibl,  Wiss,y  iii,  pp.  163,  166). 
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a  part.  Certainly  in  his  narrative,  even  though  it  might  otherwise 
be  true,  many  traits  would  be  found  which  would  not  agree  with 
the  original  event.  Moreover,  another  particular  circumstance 
must  be  added  in  connection  with  the  fourth  Gospel.  Two-thirds 
of  it  consist  of  discourses,  which  John  places  in  the  mouth  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Now,  every  day's  experience  proves  that  oral 
impressions  are  much  more  fleeting  than  those  of  sight.  The 
happiest  memory  scarcely  retains  long  orations  after  three  or 
four  years  ;  how,  then,  could  John  with  verbal  accuracy  report 
the  discourses  of  Jesus  after  fifty  or  sixty  years !  We  must  be 
content  if  he  truly  render  the  chief  contents  and  spirit  of  them, 
and  that  he  does  this,  as  a  rule,  can  be  proved.  It  has  been 
shown  above  that  already,  before  Christ,  a  very  peculiar  philosophy 
of  religion  had  been  formed  among  the  Egyptian  Jews,  which 
found  its  way  into  Palestine  through  the  Essenes,  and  also 
numbered  numerous  adherents  amongst  the  Jews  of  the  adjacent 
countries  of  Syria  and  Asia  Minor.  The  Apostle  Paul  professed 
this :  not  less  the  Evangelist  John.  Undoubtedly,  the  latter 
allowed  this  Theosophy  to  exercise  a  strong  influence  upon  his 
representation  of  the  life-history  of  Jesus,"*  etc. 

All  such  admissions,  whilst  they  are  absolutely  requisite  to 
explain  the  undeniable  phenomena  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  have 
one  obvious  consequence :  The  fourth  Gospel,  by  whomsoever 
written — even  if  it  could  be  traced  to  the  Apostle  John  himself 
— has  no  real  historical  value,  being  at  best  the  "glorified 
recollections  "  of  an  old  man,  written  down  half  a  century  after 
the  events  recorded.  The  absolute  difference  between  the 
teaching  of  this  Gospel  and  of  the  Synoptics  becomes  perfectly 
intelligible  when  the  long  discourses  are  recognised  to  be  the 
result  of  Alexandrian  philosophy  artistically  interwoven  with 
developed  Pauline  Christianity,  and  put  into  the  mouth  of  Jesus. 
It  will  have  been  remarked  that  along  with  the  admission  of  great 
subjectivity  in  the  report  of  the  discourses,  and  the  plea  that 
nothing  beyond  the  mere  substance  of  the  original  teaching  can 
reasonably  be  looked  for,  there  is,  in  the  extracts  we  have  given, 
an  assertion  that  there  actually  is  a  faithful  reproduction  in  this 
Gospel  of  the  original  substance.  There  is  not  a  shadow  of  proof 
of  this,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  strongest  reason  for  denying  the 
fact;  for,  unless  it  be  admitted  that  the  Synoptics  have  so 
completely  omitted  the  whole  doctrinal  part  of  the  teaching  of 
Jesus,  have  so  carefully  avoided  the  very  peculiar  terminology  of 
the  Logos  Gospel,  and  have  conveyed  so  imhistorical  and 
erroneous  an  impression  of  the  life  and  religious  system  of  Jesus 
that,  without  the  fourth  Gospel,  we  should  not  actually  have  had 

»  Gfrorer,  Allg,  K,  G,y  1841,  i.,  p.  172  f. 
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an  idea  of  his  fundamental  doctrines,  we  must  inevitably  recognise 
that  the  fourth  Gospel  cannot  possibly  be  a  true  reproduction  of 
his  teaching.  It  is  impossible  that  Jesus  can  have  had  two  such 
diametrically  opposed  systems  of  teaching — one  purely  moral,  the 
other  wholly  dogmatic  ;  one  expressed  in  wonderfully  terse,  clear, 
brief  sayings  and  parables ;  the  other  in  long,  involved,  and  diffuse 
discourses ;  one  clothed  in  the  great  language  of  humanity,  the 
other  concealed  in  obscure  philosophic  terminology — and  that 
these  should  have  been  kept  so  distinct  as  they  are  in  the 
Synoptics  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  fourth  Gospel  on  the  other. 
The  tradition  of  Justin  Martyr  applies  solely  to  the  system  of  the 
Synoptics  :  "  Brief  and  concise  were  the  sentences  uttered  by  him, 
for  he  was  no  Sophist,  but  his  word  was  the  power  of  God."' 

We  have  already  pointed  out  the  evident  traces  of  artificial 
construction  in  the  discourses  and  dialogues  of  the  fourth  Gospel, 
and  the  more  closely  these  are  examined  the  more  clear  does  it 
become  that  they  are  not  genuine  reports  of  the  teaching  of  Jesus, 
but  mere  ideal  compositions  by  the  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel. 
The  speeches  of  John  the  Baptist,  the  discourses  of  Jesus,  and 
the  reflections  of  the  Evangelist  himself,"  are  marked  by  the  same 
peculiarity  of  style  and  proceed  from  the  same  mind.  It  is 
scarcely  possible  to  determine  where  the  one  begins  and  the  other 
ends. 3  It  is  quite  clear,  for  instance,  that  the  author  himself 
without  a  break  continues  the  words  which  he  puts  into  the  mouth 
of  Jesus,  in  the  colloquy  with  Nicodemus,  but  it  is  not  easy  to 
determine  where.  The  whole  dialogue  is  artificial  in  the  extreme, 
and  is  certainly  not  genuine ;  and  this  is  apparent  not  only  from 
the  replies  attributed  to  the  "teacher  of  Israel,"  but  to  the 
irrelevant  manner  in  which  the  reflections  loosely  ramble  from  the 
new  birth  to  the  dogmatic  statements  in  the  thirteenth  and 
following  verses,  which  are  the  never-failing  resource  of  the 
Evangelist  when  other  subjects  are  exhausted.  The  sentiments 
and  almost  the  words  attributed  to  Jesus,  or  added  by  the 
Mrriter,  to  which  we  are  now  referring,  iii.  12  f.,  we  find  again  in 
the  very  same  chapter,  either  put  into  the  mouth  of  John  the 
Baptist,  or  as  reflections  of  the  author,  verses  31-36,  for  again 
we  add  that  it  is  difficult  anywhere  to  discriminate  the  speaker. 
Indeed,  while  the  Synoptics  are  rich  in  the  abundance  of  practical 
counsel  and  profound  moral  insight,  as  well  as  in  variety  of 
illustrative  parables,  it  is  remarkable  how  much  sameness  there  is 
in  all  the  discourses  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  a  very  few  ideas  being 
constantly  reproduced.  Whilst  the  teaching  of  Jesus  in  the 
Synoptics  is  singularly  universal  and  impersonal,  in  the  fourth 
Gospel  it  is  purely  personal,  and  rarely  passes  beyond  the  declaration 

'  Apol.^  i.  14.        '  John  i.  1-18,  etc.         3  Cf.  ib.y  i.  15  f.;  iii.  27  f.,  10-21. 
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of  his  own  dignity,  and  the  inculcation  of  belief  in  him  as  the 
only  means  of  salvation.  There  are  certainly  some  sayings  of  rare 
beauty  which  tradition  or  earlier  records  may  have  preserved,  but 
these  may  easily  be  distinguished  from  the  mass  of  the  work.  A 
very  distinct  trace  of  ideal  composition  is  found  in  xvii.  3  :  "  And 
this  is  eternal  life,  to  know  thee  the  only  true  God  and  him  whom 
thou  didst  send,  even  Jesus  Christ."  Even  Apologists  admit  that 
it  is  impossible  that  Jesus  could  speak  of  himself  as  "Jesus  Christ" 
We  need  not,  however,  proceed  further  with  such  analysis.  We 
believe  that  no  one  can  calmly  and  impartially  examine  the  fourth 
Gospel  without  being  convinced  of  its  artificial  character.  If  some 
portions  possess  real  charm,  it  is  of  a  purely  ideal  kind,  and  their 
attraction  consists  chiefly  in  the  presence  of  a  certain  vague  but 
suggestive  mysticism.  The  natural  longing  of  humanity  for  any 
revelation  regarding  a  future  state  has  not  been  appealed  to  in 
vain.  That  the  diffuse  and  often  monotonous  discourses  of 
this  Gospel  should  ever  have  been  preferred  to  the  grand 
simplicity  of  the  teaching  of  the  Synoptics,  illustrated  by  such 
parables  as  the  wise  and  foolish  virgins,  the  sower,  and  the 
Prodigal  Son,  and  culminating  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  each 
sentence  of  which  is  so  full  of  truth  and  beauty,  is  little  to  the 
credit  of  critical  sense  and  judgment. 

The  elaborate  explanations  by  which  the  phenomena  of  the 
fourth  Gospel  are  reconciled  with  the  assumption  that  it  was  com- 
posed by  the  Apostle  John  are  in  vain,  and  there  is  not  a  single 
item  of  evidence  within  the  first  century  and  a  half  which  does 
not  agree  with  internal  testimony  in  opposing  the  supposition.  To 
one  point  we  must  briefly  refer  in  connection  with  this  state- 
ment It  is  asserted  that  the  Gospel  and  Epistles — or  at  least 
the  first  Epistle — of  the  Canon  ascribed  to  the  Apostle  John 
are  by  one  author,  although  this  is-  not  without  contradiction,  and 
very  many  of  those  who  agree  as  to  the  identity  of  authorship  by 
no  means  admit  the  author  to  have  been  the  Apostle  John.  It  is 
argued,  therefore,  that  the  use  of  the  Epistle  by  Polycarp  and 
Papias  is  evidence  of  the  apostolic  origin  of  the  Gospel.  We  have, 
however,  seen  that  not  only  is  it  very  uncertain  that  Polycarp 
made  use  of  the  Epistle  at  all,  but  that  he  does  not  in  any  case 
mention  its  author's  name.  There  is  not  a  particle  of  evidence 
that  he  ascribed  the  Epistle,  even  supposing  he  knew  it,  to  the 
Apostle  John.  With  regard  to  Papias,  the  only  authority  for  the 
assertion  that  he  knew  the  Epistle  is  the  statement  of  Eusebius 
already  quoted  and  discussed,  that  "He  used  testimonies 
out  of  John's  first  Epistle."'  There  is  no  evidence,  even 
supposing  the  statement   of    Eusebius  to   be  correct,   that  he 
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ascribed  it  to  the  Apostle.  The  earliest  undoubted  references  to 
the  Epistle,  in  fact,  are  by  Irenaeus  and  Clement  of  Alexandria,  so 
that  this  evidence  is  of  little  avail  for  the  Gospel.  There  is  no 
name  attached  to  the  first  Epistle,  and  the  second  and  third  have 
the  superscription  of  "  the  Presbyter,"  which,  applying  the  argu- 
ment of  Ewald  regarding  the  author  of  the  Apocalypse,  ought  to  be 
conclusive  against  their  being  written  by  an  Apostle.  As  all  three  are 
evidently  by  the  same  writer,  and  intended  to  be  understood  as  by  the 
author  of  the  Gospel,  and  that  writer  does  not  pretend  to  bean  Apostle 
but  calls  himself  a  simple  Presbyter,  the  Epistles  likewise  give  pre- 
sumptive evidence  against  the  Apostolic  authorship  of  the  Gospel. 
There  is  another  important  testimony  against  the  Johannine 
origin  of  the  fourth  Gospel  to  which  we  must  briefly  refer.  We 
have  pointed  out  that,  according  to  the  fourth  Gospel,  Jesus  did 
not  eat  the  Paschal  Supper  with  his  disciples,  but  that,  being 
arrested  on  the  13th  Nisan,  he  was  put  to  death  on  the  14th,  the 
actual  day  upon  which  the  Paschal  lamb  was  sacrificed.  The 
Synoptics,  on  the  contrary,  represent  that  Jesus  ate  the  Passover 
with  his  disciples  on  the  evening  of  the  14th,  and  was  crucified  on 
the  1 5th  Nisan.  The  difference  of  opinion  indicated  by  these  contra- 
dictory accounts  actually  prevailed  in  various  Churches,  and  in  the 
second  half  of  the  second  century  a  violent  discussion  arose  as  to 
the  day  upon  which  "  The  true  Passover  of  the  Lord  "  should  be 
celebrated,  the  Church  in  Asia  Minor  maintaining  that  it  should 
be  observed  on  the  14th  Nisan — the  day  on  which,  according  to 
the  Synoptics,  Jesus  himself  celebrated  the  Passover  and  instituted 
the  Christian  festival ;  whilst  the  Roman  Church  as  well  as  most 
other  Christians — following  the  fourth  Gospel,  which  represents 
Jesus  as  not  celebrating  the  last  Passover,  but  being  himself  slain 
upon  the  14th  Nisan,  the  true  Paschal  lamb — had  abandoned  the 
day  of  the  Jewish  feast  altogether,  and  celebrated  the  Christian 
festival  on  Easter  Sunday,  upon  which  the  Resurrection  was  sup- 
posed to  have  taken  place.  Polycarp,  who  went  to  Rome  to 
represent  the  Churches  of  Asia  Minor  in  the  discussions  upon  the 
subject,  could  not  be  induced  to  give  up  the  celebration  on  the 
14th  Nisan,  the  day  which,  according  to  tradition,  had  always  been 
observed,  and  he  appealed  to  the  practice  of  the  Apostle  John 
himself  in  support  of  that  date.  Eusebius  quotes  from  Irenaeus 
the  statement  of  the  case :  "  For  neither  could  Anicetus  persuade 
Polycarp  not  to  observe  it  (the  14th  Nisan),  because  he  had  ever 
observed  it  with  John  the  disciple  of  our  Lord,  and  with  the  rest 
of  the  Apostles  with  whom  he  consorted."'     Towards  the  end  of 

'  Oih-€  ydp  6  *ApUcfiTot  t6p  nokdKCkfnrcp  xttffai  ihivaro  ft,^  "rrfpetp,  dre  /ierd 
*lvdafPov  ToG  fJM$tfToG  rod  Kvplov  ijfiiai',  koI  rQ¥  \oitw  dToariktay  oft  ffwdii- 
r/Mfcy,  del  rerjifnfK&ra,  k.t.X.  Irenaeus,  Adv.  /far.,  iii.  3,  §  4  ;  Eusebius, 
If,  £.,  V.  24. 
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the  century  Polycrates,  the  Bishop  of  Ephesus,  likewise  appeals  to 
the  practice  of  "  John  who  reclined  upon  the  bosom  of  the  Lord," 
as  well  as  of  the  Apostle  Philip  and  his  daughters,  and  of  Polycarp 
and  others,  in  support  of  the  same  day.  **  All  these  observed  the 
14th  day  of  the  Passover,  according  to  the  Gospel,  deviating  from 
it  in  no  respect,  but  following  according  to  the  rule  of  the  faith."* 
Now  it  is  evident  that,  according  to  this  undoubted  testimony,  the 
Apostle  John,  by  his  own  practice,  ratified  the  account  of  the 
Synoptics,  and  contradicted  the  data  of  the  fourth  Gospel ;  and 
upon  the  supposition  that  he  so  long  lived  in  Asia  Minor  it  is 
probable  that  his  authority  largely  contributed  to  establish  the 
observance  of  the  14th  Nisan  there.  We  must,  therefore,  either 
admit  that  the  Apostle  John  by  his  practice  reversed  the  statement 
of  his  own  Gospel,  or  that  he  was  not  its  author,  which  of  course 
is  the  natural  conclusion.  Without  going  further  into  the  discus- 
sion, which  would  detain  us  too  long,  it  is  clear  that  the  Paschal 
controversy  is  opposed  to  the  supposition  that  the  Apostle  John 
was  the  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel. 

We  have  seen  that,  whilst  there  is  not  one  particle  of  evidence 
during  a  century  and  a  half  after  the  events  recorded  in  the  fourth 
Gospel  that  it  was  composed  by  the  son  of  Zebedee,  there  is,  on 
the  contrary,  the  strongest  reason  for  believing  that  he  did  not 
write  it.  The  first  writer  who  quotes  a  passage  of  the  Gospel  with 
the  mention  of  his  name  is  Theophilus  of  Antioch,  who  gives  the 
few  words,  "  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was 
with  God,"  as  spoken  by  "  John,"  whom  he  considers  amongst  the 
divinely  inspired  (01  irvevfmTo<f>6poi)j^  though  even  he  does  not 
distinguish  him  as  the  Apostle.  We  have  seen  the  legendary 
nature  of  the  late  traditions  regarding  the  composition  of  the 
Gospel,  of  which  a  specimen  was  given  in  the  defence  of  it  in  the 
Canon  of  Muratori,  and  we  must  not  further  quote  them.  The 
first  writer  who  distinctly  classes  the  four  Gospels  together  is 
Irenaeus;  and  the  reasons  which  he  gives  for  the  existence  of 
precisely  that  number  in  the  Canon  of  the  Church  illustrate  the 
thoroughly  uncritical  character  of  the  Fathers,  and  the  slight 
dependence  which  can  be  placed  upon  their  judgment.  "  But 
neither  can  the  Gospels  be  more  in  number  than  they  are,"  says 
Irenaeus,  "  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  can  they  be  fewer.  For  as 
there  are  four  quarters  of  the  world  in  which  we  are,  and  four 
general  winds  {KaOoXiKa  wvevfmra),  and  the  Church  is  dissemi- 
nated throughout  all  the  world,  and  the  Gospel  is  the  pillar  and 

*  Offrot  Tdtnes  iHi(ni<r<uf  r^v  iffUpop  ttjs  T€<r<rap€(rKaid€KdTris  rod  wdax"^  f  <»''A 
rb  e^ayyiXiOP,  fiij8bf  TapcK^alyovrei,  dXXA  icard  t6p  Ktufiva  t^  irlaTCfos  dxoXov- 
doOwres.     Eusebius,  /f.  £.,  v.  24. 

"  Ad  Auiolyc,^  ii.,  22.  Tischendorf  dates  this  work  about  a.d.  i8o(/Fai»« 
wurcUfti  u.  s.  w.,  p.  16,  anm.  i). 
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prop  of  the  Church  and  the  spirit  of  life,  it  is  right  that  she  should 
have  four  pillars  on  all  sides  breathing  out  immortality  and  revivi- 
fying men.  From  which  it  is  manifest  that  the  Word,  the  maker 
of  all,  he  who  sitteth  upon  the  Cherubim  and  containeth  all 
things,  who  was  manifested  to  man,  has  given  to  us  the  Gospel 
four-formed  but  possessed  by  one  spirit;  as  David  also  says, 
supplicating  his  advent :  *  Thou  that  sittest  between  the  Cherubim, 
shine  forth.'      For  the  Cherubim  also  are  four-faced,  and  their 

faces  are  symbols  of  the  working  of  the  Son  of  God and  the 

Gospels,  therefore,  are  in  harmony  with  these  amongst  which 
Christ  is  seated.  For  the  Gospel  according  to  John  relates  his 
first  effectual  and  glorious  generation  from  the  Father,  saying:  *In 
the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and 
the  Word  was  God,*  and  *all  things  were  made  by  him,  and 
without  him  nothing  was  made.'  On  this  account  also  this 
Gospel  is  full  of  all  trustworthiness,  for  such  is  his  person.'  But 
the  Gospel  according  to  Luke,  being  as  it  were  of  priestly  char- 
acter, opened  with  Zacharias  the  priest  sacrificing  to  God 

But  Matthew  nan-rates  his  generation  as  a  man,  saying:  *The 
book  of  the  generation  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  son  of  David,  the  son 
of  Abraham,'  and  *the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  was  on  this  wise.' 
This  Gospel,  therefore,  is  anthropomorphic,  and  on  this  account 
a  man,  humble  and  mild  in  character,  is  presented  throughout  the 
Gospel.  But  Mark  makes  his  commencement  after  a  prophetic 
Spirit  coming  down  from  on  high  unto  men,  saying  :  *  The  begin- 
ning of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  it  is  written  in  Isaiah  the 
prophet ';  indicating  the  winged  form  of  the  Gospel ;  and  for  this 
reason  he  makes  a  compendious  and  precursory  declaration,  for 

this  is  the  prophetic  character Such,  therefore,  as  was  the 

course  of  the  Son  of  God,  such  also  is  the  form  of  the  living 
creatures ;  and  such  as  is  the  form  of  the  living  creatures,  such 
also  is  the  character  of  the  Gospel.  For  quadriform  are  the  living 
creatures,  quadriform  is  the  Gospel,  and  quadriform  the  course  of 
the  Lord.     And  on  this  account  four  covenants  were  given  to  the 

human  race These  things  being  thus  :  vain  and  ignorant  and, 

moreover,  audacious  are  those  who  set  aside  the  form  of  the 
Gospel,  and  declare  the  aspects  of  the  Gospels  as  either  more  or 
less  than  has  been  said."'  As  such  principles  of  criticism  presided 
over  the  formation  of  the  Canon,  it  is  not  singular  that  so  many  of 
the  decisions  of  the  Fathers  have  been  reversed.  Irenaeus  him- 
self mentioned  the  existence  of  heretics  who  rejected  the  fourth 

*  The  Greek  of  this  rather  unintelligible  sentence  is  not  preserved.  The 
Latin  version  reads  as  follows:  Propter  hoc  et  omni  Jiducia  plenum  est  Evan- 
gelium  isitid ;  talis  est  enim  persona  ejus. 

'  Irenaeus,  Adv.  liar.,  iii  11,  §§  8,  9. 
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Gospel,'  and  Epiphanius'  refers  to  the  Alogi,  who  equally  denied 
its  authenticity ;  but  it  is  not  needful  for  us  further  to  discuss  this 
point.  Enough  has  been  said  to  show  that  the  testimony  of  the 
fourth  Gospel  is  of  no  value  towards  establishing  the  truth  of 
miracles  and  the  reality  of  Divine  Revelation. 


*  Adv.  Hicr.y  iii.  2,  §  9.  ^  Han^  li.  3,  4,  28. 
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PART   IV. 


THE    ACTS    OF    THE    APOSTLES 
CHAPTER  I. 

THE    EXTERNAL    EVIDENCE 

Before  we  proceed  to  examine  the  evidence  for  miracles  and 
the  reality  of  Divine  Revelation  which  is  furnished  by  the  last 
historical  book  of  the  New  Testament,  entitled  the  "  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,"  it  is  well  that  we  should  briefly  recall  to  mind  some 
characteristics  of  the  document,  which  most  materially  affect  the 
value  of  any  testimony  emanating  from  it.  Whilst  generally  assert- 
ing the  resurrection  of  Jesus,  and  his  bodily  ascension,  regarding 
which  indeed  it  adds  fresh  details,  this  work  presents  to  us  a  new 
cycle  of  miracles,  and  so  profusely  introduces  supernatural  agency 
into  the  history  of  the  early  Church  that,  in  comparison  with  it, 
the  Gospels  seem  almost  sober  narratives.  The  Apostles  are 
instructed  and  comforted  by  visions  and  revelations,  and  they,  and 
all  who  believe,  are  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and  speak  with 
other  tongues.  The  Apostles  are  delivered  from  prison  and  from 
bonds  by  angels  or  by  an  earthquake.  Men  fall  dead  or  are 
smitten  with  blindness  at  their  rebuke.  They  heal  the  sick,  raise 
the  dead,  and  handkerchiefs  brought  from  their  bodies  cure 
diseases  and  expel  evil  spirits. 

As  a  general  rule,  any  document  so  full  of  miraculous  episodes 
and  supernatural  occurrences  would,  without  hesitation,  be 
characterised  as  fabulous  and  incredible,  and  would  not,  by  any 
sober-minded  reader,  be  for  a  moment  accepted  as  historical. 
There  is  no  other  testimony  for  these  miracles.  I^t  the  reader 
endeavour  to  form  some  conception  of  the  nature  and  amount  of 
evidence  necessary  to  establish  the  truth  of  statements  antece- 
dently so  incredible,  and  compare  it  with  the  testimony  of  this 
solitary  and  anonymous  document,  the  character  and  value  of 
which  we  shall  now  proceed  more  closely  to  examine. 
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It  is  generally  admitted,  and  indeed  it  is  undeniable,  that  no 
distinct  and  unequivocal  reference  to  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  and 
to  Luke  as  their  author,  occurs  in  the  writings  of  Fathers  before 
one  by  Irenaeus*  about  the  end  of  the  second  century.  Passages 
are,  however,  pointed  out  in  early  writings  as  indicating  the  use 
and  consequent  existence  of  our  document,  all  of  which  we  shall 
now  examine. 

Several  of  these  occur  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians^ 
ascribed  to  Clement  of  Rome.  The  first,  immediately  compared 
with  the  passage  to  which  it  is  supp)osed  to  be  a  reference,  is  as 
follows : — 

Epistle,  c.  ii. 

Ye  were  all  humble- minded,  not 
boasting  at  all,  subjecting  yourselves 
rather  than  sulyectmg  others,  more 
gladly  giving  than  receiving. 
JIdj'Tcs  T€  iTaTr€tyo<ppov€iT€f  firjSh  dXo- 
^ov€v6fi€voij  ifTOTOcrtrd/JLevoif  /xaWov  ij 
ifTroTdunroyreSf  ijSioy  8i86pt€S  ij  Xafi- 
^dtfOVTcs 


Acts  xx.  35. 

and   to  remember   the  words  of 

the  Lord  Jesus,  that  he  himself  said  : 
It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive. 

fUfff/jLOPcOeiv    T€    tGiv     \6rfiav     Twi 

Kvplov  'Ii7<roC,  6ti  a^bs  direr*  MaKdpt6p 
iarw  fiaXXop  8iS6ycu  ^  Xajj^dveip. 

The  words  of  the  Epistle  are  not  a  quotation,  but  merely  occur 
in  the  course  of  an  address.  They  do  not  take  the  form  of  an 
axiom,  but  are  a  comment  on  the  conduct  of  the  Corinthians, 
which  may  have  been  suggested  either  by  written  or  oral  tradition, 
or  by  moral  maxims  long  before  current  in  heathen  philosophy." 
It  is  unnecessary  to  enter  minutely  into  this,  however,  or  to 
indicate  the  linguistic  differences  JDetween  the  two  passages,  for 
one  point  alone  settles  the  question.  In  the  Acts  the  saying, 
"  It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive,"  is  distinctly  intro- 
duced as  a  quotation  of  "  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus,"  and  the  exhor- 
tation "  to  remember  "  them  conveys  the  inference  that  they  were 
well  known.  They  must  either  have  formed  part  of  Gospels  now 
no  longer  extant,  as  they  are  not  found  in  ours,  or  have  been 
familiar  as  the  unwritten  tradition  of  sayings  of  the  Master.  In 
either  case,  if  the  passage  in  the  Epistle  be  a  reference  to  these 
words  at  all,  it  cannot  reasonably  be  maintained  that  it  must 
necessarily  have  been  derived  from  a  work  which  itself  distinctly 
quotes  the  words  from  another  source.  The  slight  coinci- 
dence in  the  expression,  without  indication  that  any  particular 

*  Adf.  I/eer.y  iii.  14,  §§  i,  2. 

2  Ei5  iroielp  i^didp  iari  rod  T<£<rxcti'.  Epicur.  ap.  Plut.,  Mor.y  p.  778  c. 
Errat  enim  si  qttis  bemjicium  libentius  accipit  quam  reddit,  Seneca,  Epist. , 
Ixxxi.  17.  MaXX(5i»  i(fri  ro\i  iXevdcplov  rb  3t5<5vcu  oU  del  ij  XafiddpcLP  6$€p  Set, 
Kai  fA^  Xafipdyeip  80€P  od  Set  -njs  yb,p  dperiis  fAaWop  rb  ed  xoicip  ij  rb  eb 
ird^rxcti'.  Aristotle,  EtA,  Nicom,^  iv.  i.  AupeurOai  xal  Sibdpoi  Kpeirrop  ij 
\afipdpcip,    Artemidor.,  Oneirocr.y'w,  3.     Cf.  Wetstein,  N,  T.  Gr,yl,  c. 
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passage  is  in  the  mind  of  the  author,  and  without  any  mention  of 
the  Acts,  is  no  evidence  of  the  existence  of  that  work. 

A  few  critics  point  to  some  parts  of  the  following  passage  as 
showing  acquaintance  with  Acts:  "Through  jealousy  Paul  also 
pointed  out  the  way  to  the  prize  oF  patience,  having  borne  chains 
seven  times,  having  been  put  to  flight,  having  been  stoned ;  having 
become  a  preacher  both  in  the  East  and  in  the  West,  he  gained 
the  noble  renown  due  to  his  faith  ;  having  taught  the  whole  world 
righteousness,  and  come  to  the  extremity  of  the  West,  and  having 
suffered  martyrdom  by  command  of  the  rulers,  he  was  thus  re- 
moved from  the  world  and  went  to  the  holy  place,  having  become 
a  most  eminent  example  of  patience."'  The  slightest  impartial 
consideration,  however,  must  convince  any  one  that  this  passage 
does  not  indicate  the  use  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  The 
Epistle  speaks  of  seven  imprisonments,  of  some  of  which  the  Acts 
make  no  mention,  and  this  must,  therefore,  have  been  derived 
from  another  source.  The  reference  to  his  "coming  to  the 
extremity  of  the  West "  (rcp/Aa  t^  Sva-etas),  whatever  interpre- 
tation be  put  upon  it,  and  to  his  death,  obviously  carries  the 
history  further  than  the  Acts,  and  cannot  have  been  derived  from 
that  document. 

The  last  passage  which,  it  is  affirmed,  shows  acquaintance  with 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  is  the  following  :  "  But  what  shall  we  say 
regarding  David  who  hath  obtained  a  good  report  {en-l  t^ 
fi^fmf)Tvp7jfjxv<fi  AaveiB)  ?  unto  whom  {wphs  ov)  God  said :  *  I  found 
a  man  after  mine  own  heart,  David  the  son  of  Jesse :  in  ever- 
lasting mercy  I  anointed  him.' ""  This  is  said  to  be  derived  from 
Acts  xiii.  22  :  **  And  when  he  removed  him  he  raised  up  to  them 
David  for  king;  to  whom  also  he  gave  testimony  {<$  koI  cattcv 
fmprvpT^a-as) :  I  found  David  the  son  of  Jesse,  a  man  after  mine 
own  heart,  who  will  do  all  my  will "3  The  passage,  however,  is 
compounded  of  two  quotations  loosely  made  from  the  Septuagint 
version  of  the  Old  Testament,  from  which  all  the  quotations  in  the 
Epistle  are  taken.  Ps.  Ixxxviii.  20  :  "  I  found  David  my  servant ; 
in  holy  mercy  I  anointed  him."^  And  i  Sam.  xiii.  14:  "A  man 
after  his  own  heart. "s  Clement  of  Alexandria  quotes  this  passage 
from  the  Epistle,  and  for  "  in  everlasting  mercy  "  reads  "  with  holy 
oil "   (^V   cXaty   ^7^)  as   in   the   Psalm.^     Although,    therefore, 

'  C.  V.  »  C.  xviiL 

3  Kai  fi€Tatrn^as  airrhv  f/yeipev  rhv  Aauel^  ajJroiS  els  /ScuriX^a,  <^  /coi  elvev 
fiapTvprfyrar  ^tpov  Aavtld  rbv  rod  *l€(r<ra/,  dpdpa  Kard  'Hjv  Kapdlav  /xoVf  6s  irotijtret 
xdyra  rA  SeXi/uxarA  fiov.     Acts  xiii.  22. 

*  Effpov  Aavld  rbv  6ov\6v  fiov,  iv  i\4ei  iytip  fxP^^°-  olvtSv.  The  Alexandrian 
MS.  reads  iv  i\al(fi  iylcp  fiov.  The  quotation  given  is  the  reading  of  the 
Vatuan  Codex. 

5  dvdpdnrw  Karh.  t^v  Kopdlcw  a&rov, 

^  Stromata^  iv.  17. 
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our  Alexandrian  MS.  of  the  Epistle  has  the  reading  which  we  have 
given  above,  even  if  we  suppose  that  the  Alexandrian  Clement  may 
have  found  a  more  correct  version  in  his  MS.,  the  argument  would 
not  be  affected.  The  whole  similarity  lies  in  the  insertion  of  "the 
son  of  Jesse,"  but  this  was  a  most  common  addition  to  any  mention 
of  David,  and  by  the  completion  of  the  passage  from  the  Psalm, 
the  admission  of  "  who  will  do  all  my  will,"  the  peculiar  phrase  of 
the  Acts,  as  well  as  the  difference  of  introductory  expressions,  any 
connection  between  the  two  is  severed,  and  it  is  apparent  that  the 
quotation  of  the  Epistle  may  legitimately  be  referred  to  the  Sep- 
tuagint,  with  which  it  agrees  much  more  closely  than  with  the  Acts. 
In  no  case  could  such  slight  coincidences  prove  acquaintance  with 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.' 

Only  one  passage  of  the  Epistle  of  Barnabas  is  referred  to  by 
any  one  as  indicating  acquaintance  with  the  Acts.  It  is  as  follows, 
c.  7  :  "  If  therefore  the  son  of  God,  being  Ix)rd,  and  about  to 
judge  quick  and  dead  {koX  iJAWmv  Kpivtiv   fwvras  ^at    v€Kpov%\ 

suffered,"  etc.      This  is  compared  with  Acts  x.  42 "and  to 

testify  that  it  is  he  who  has  been  appointed  by  God  judge  of 
quick  and  dead  "  {pri  aiVds  &mv  6  bipuryAvos  vwh  rov  Oeov  Kpi-nys 
fcovTwv  Kol  v€Kptov),     Lardncr,  who  compares  the  expression  of  the 

Epistle  with  Acts,  equally  compares  it  with  that  in  2  Tim.  iv.  i 

"and  Christ  Jesus  who  is  about  to  judge  the  quick  and  dead" 
(fj^kkoyros   Kpiv€iv   fwin-as    kol    v€Kpov<;),    to   which    it   is   more 

commonly  referred,"  and  i  Pet.  iv.  5 "to  him  who  is  ready 

to  judge  quick  and  dead "  {Kpivai  fwm-as  koX  v€Kpovs),  He 
adds,  however  :  "  It  is  not  possible  to  say  what  text  he  refers  to, 
though  that  in  Timothy  has  the  same  words.  But  perhaps  there 
is  no  proof  that  he  refers  to  any.  This  was  an  article  known  to 
every  common  Christian ;  whereas  this  writer  (whoever  he  be) 
was  able  to  teach  the  Christian  religion,  and  that  without  respect 
to  any  written  gospels  or  epistles."3  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
add  anything  to  this.  There  is,  of  course,  no  trace  of  the  use  of 
Acts  in  the  Epistle. 

It  is  asserted  that  there  is  a  "  clear  allusion  "^  to  Acts  in  the 


»  Alford,  GrgeJk  TesLy  ii.,  Proleg.,  p.  jo ;  Eichhorn,  Einl  N.  T.,  p.  72  f.  ; 
Hilgenfeld,  Ap,  Vdter,  p.  108;  Neudecker,  Einl,  N,  7:,  p.  357,  anm.  2; 
TjtWQXy  Apg.j  p.  9.  Dr.  Westcott  does  not  claim  any  {On  the  Canon^  1875, 
p.  48,  note  2).  Dr.  Lightfoot  simply  assigns  the  reference  to  the  Psalm  and 
I  Sam.  xiii.  14. 

»  Cf.  Westcott,  On  the  Canon,  p.  48,  n.  2.  (The  references  to  Dr.  Westcott's 
work  on  the  Canon  up  to  the  present  point  are  always  to  the  2nd  ed.,  1866, 
and  those  henceforward  to  the  4th  ed.,  1875,  except  where  otherwise  specified.) 

3  Credibility,  etc..  Works,  1788,  ii.,  p.  17.  Dr.  Lightfoot  does  not  suggest 
any  reference  here  to  Acts. 

■»  Westcott,  On  the  Canon,  p.  198  f. 
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Shepherd   of    Hennas, 
follows : — 

Vis.  IV.  2. 

and  didst  open  thy  heart  to  the 

Lord,  believing  that  by  no  other 
couldst  thou  be  saved  than  by  the 
great  and  glorious  name. 


Kftk  r^r  xapdUuf  <rov  ijpoi^s  xp6s 

t6p  KijpioVf  TurreOffas  6ti  Si  o^Seybs 
SOvy  (TiaOtivai  tl  fi^  5td.  rod  fxeydXov  Kal 
M6^ov  6p6fAaTot, 


The    passages    may   be  compared  as 

Acts  iv.   12. 

And  there  is  salvation  in  no  other  : 
for  neither  is  there  any  other  name 
under  the  heaven  that  has  been  given 
among  men  whereby  we  must  be 
saved. 

Kol  o6k  iffTiv  iv  dXX^  oifbepl  ij  tnanipla' 
ovdi  ykp  6pofxd  iffTtP  (repw  vwb  rbp 
odpopbp  rh  Sedo/xipop  ip  dpOppibTois  ip 
(fi  del  (Fwdrjpou  iffxSii. 

The  slightest  comparison  of  these  passages  suffices  to  show  that 
the  one  is  not  dependent  on  the  other.  The  Old  Testament  is 
full  of  passages  in  which  the  name  of  the  Lord  is  magnified  as 
the  only  source  of  safety  and  salvation.  In  the  Pauline  Epistles 
likewise  there  are  numerous  passages  of  a  similar  tenour.  For 
instance,  the  passage  from  Joel  ii.  32  is  quoted  Rom.  x.  13  : 
"  For  whosoever  shall  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be 
saved"  (Ha?  yap  09  av  iiriKakeairjTai  rh  ovofJM  KvpCov  o-w^crerat)/ 
There  was,  in  fact,  no  formula  more  current  either  amongst  the 
Jews  or  in  the  early  Church ;  and  there  is  no  legitimate  ground 
for  tracing  such  an  expression  to  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles. 

The  only  other  passage  which  is  quoted'  as  indicating  acquain- 
.tance  with  Acts  is  the  following,  which  we  at  once  contrast  with 
the  supposed  parallel : — 


Acts  v.  41. 

So  they  departed  rejoicing  from  the 
presence  of  the  council  that  they  were 
counted  worthy  to  suflfer  shame  for 
the  name. 


irpo<r(brov  tov  trupedploVf   6ti  Karri^id)' 
6rf<ray  inrip  tqv  dpd/uMTos  dTifxaaOiipai. 


SiMlL.  IX.   28. 

But  ye  who  suffer  on  account  of 
the  name  ought  to  praise  God,  that 
God  deemed  ye  worthy  to  bear  his 
name,  and  that  all  your  sins  may  be 
redeemed. 

{ffieU  di  ol  xd<rxorr€j  (pckcp  tov  6p6fia- 
roj  do^dj^eip  d^lXtrc  rbp  OebPy  6ti 
A^lovs  {ffias  ifffiiraro  6  $€bi  tpa  ro&rov 
rb  6pofia  /Scurrdj^c,  koI  xaffcu,  {ffAw  al 
dfiaprUu  laSOffiP. 

Here  again  a  formula  is  employed  which  is  common  throughout 
the  New  Testament,  and  which,  applied  as  it  is  here  to  those  who 
were  persecuted,  we  have  reason  to  believe  was  in  general  use  in 
the  early  Church.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  point  out  any 
examples.     Everywhere  "  the  name "  of  God  or  of  Jesus  is  the 

*  The  same  passage  is  quoted,  Acts  ii.  21.  Cf.  Ephes.  i.  20,  21  ;  Philip, 
ii.  9  f.;  I  John  v.  13  f. 

'  I.4U-dner,  Works^  iL ,  p.  56.  This  is  not  advanced  by  Kirchhofer,  nor  does 
Qr.  Westcott  refer  to  it.     Even  Hefele  does  not  suggest  a  reference. 
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symbol  used  to  represent  the  concrete  idea,  and  in  the  heavenly 
Jerusalem  of  the  Apocalypse  the  servants  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb 
are  to  have  "his  name  "  on  their  foreheads.  The  one  expression, 
however,  which  is  peculiar  in  the  passage:  "counted  worthy" — 
in  the  Acts  Karrf^ua^rfo-av,  and  in  the  Shepherd  d^iovs  lyy^o-aro 
— is  a  perfectly  natural  and  simple  one,  the  use  of  which  cannot 
be  exclusively  conceded  to  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  It  is  found 
frequently  in  the  Pauline  Epistles,  as  for  instance  in  2  Thes.  i.  5, 
where,  after  saying  that  they  give  thanks  to  God  for  them  and 
glory  in  the  churches  of  God  for  the  patience  and  faith  with  which 
the  Thessalonians  endure  persecutions,  the  writer  continues : 
"  which  is  a  token  of  the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  that  ye  may 
be  counted  worthy  (KaTa^uo$7Jvai)  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  for 
which  ye  also  sufer  (irocrxerc)  " ;  and  again,  in  the  same  chapter, 
V.  II,  12,  "  Wherefore  we  also  pray  always  for  you  that  our  God 
may  count  you  worthy  (0^10)07;)  of  the  calling,  and  fulfil  all  good 
pleasure  of  goodness  and  work  of  faith  with  power ;  that  the  name 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  may  be  glorified  in  you  (IvSo^aa-Oy  rh  ovo/xa  tov 
Kvplov  'qfjuov  *lrj(rov  cv  vfuv)"  etc.  The  passage  we  are 
examining  cannot  be  traced  to  the  "  Acts  of  the  Apostles."  It 
must  be  obvious  to  all  that  the  Shepherd  of  Hernias  does  not 
present  any  evidence  even  of  the  existence  of  the  Acts  at  the  time 
it  was  written. 

Only  two  passages  in  the  Epistles  of  Pseudo-Ignatius  are  pointed 
out  as  indicating  acquaintance  with  the  Acts,  and  even  these  are 
not  advanced  by  many  critics.  We  have  already  so  fully  discussed 
these  Epistles  that  no  more  need  now  be  said.  We  must  pro- 
nounce them  spurious  in  all  their  recensions,  and  incapable  of 
affording  evidence  upon  any  point  earlier  than  towards  the  end  of 
the  second  century.  We  might,  therefore,  altogether  refuse  to 
examine  the  passages ;  but,  in  order  to  show  the  exact  nature  of 
the  case  made  out  by  apologists,  we  shall  briefly  refer  to  them. 
We  at  once  compare  the  first  with  its  supposed  parallel' : — 

Ep.  to  Smyrn.  III. 

But  after  the  resurrection  he  did 
eat  and  drink  with  them,  as  in  the 
flesh,  although  spiritually  united  to  the 
Father. 

Merd  W  T^w  dyd<rT(t<np  <TVPi<f>a,y€v 
a&roii  Kal  avyiriev  u>s  <rapKiK6s,  Kalirep 
TTvevjxaTiKQs  i}v(aiJ.4yos  t^  irarpl. 


Acts  x.  41. 

even  to  us  who  did  eat  and  drink 

with  him  after  he  rose  from  the  dead. 


il/juv     otrives      inn'€ifHiyofi€V     Kal 

avrhp  iK  pcKpQv' 


There  is  nothing  in  this  p)assage  which  bears  any  peculiar 
analogy  to  the  Acts,  for  the  statement  is  a  simple  reference  to  a 

*  Dr.  Westcolt  does  not  claim  either  this  or  the  second  (On  the  Canon,  p.  48, 
note  2),  and  Hefele  merely  suggests  comparison  with  Acts  (Pa/r,  Ap. ,  p.  103, 
p.  98). 
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tradition  which  is  also  embodied  both  in  the  third  Synoptic'  and 
in  the  fourth  Gospel  ;*  and  the  mere  use  of  the  common  words 
<f>dy€iv  and  TTLvetv  could  not  prove  anything.  The  passage 
occurs  in  the  Epistle  immediately  after  a  quotation,  said  by  Jerome 
to  be  taken  from  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews,  relating 
an  appearance  of  Jesus  to  "  those  who  were  with  Peter,"  in  which 
Jesus  is  represented  as  making  them  handle  him  in  order  to  con- 
vince them  that  he  is  not  an  incorporeal  spirit.3  The  quotation 
bears  considerable  affinity  to  the  narrative  in  the  third  Synoptic 
(xxiv.  39),  at  the  close  of  which  Jesus  is  represented  as  eating 
with  the  disciples.  It  is  highly  probable  that  the  Gospel  from 
which  the  writer  of  the  Epistle  quoted  contained  the  same  detail, 
to  which  this  would  naturally  be  a  direct  descriptive  reference.  In 
any  case,  it  affords  no  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles. 

The  second  passage,  which  is  still  more  rarely  advanced,  is  as 
follows : — 

Ep.  to  Philad.  II.  Acts  xx.  29. 

For  many  wolves  (which*  appear)        I    know    that   after  my  departing 
worthy   of   belief,   make    captive  by    grievous  wolves  will  enter  in  among 
evil  pleasure  the  runners  in  the  course  j  you,  not  sparing  the  flock, 
of  God.  ^  I 

Kcuci  oUxM^X^^^i^o^^^^  ^<x^^  $€oSp6fiovi.      A^^ly  fiov  Xi^koi  ^apeU  els   vfidij    /t^ 

I  tf>€i86iJ,€POi  rod  troifiviov. 

The  only  point  of  coincidence  between  these  two  passages  is  the 
use  of  the  word  "wolves."  In  the  Epistle  the  expression  is 
TToXXoi  \vKoi,  a^toTTWTot,  whilst  in  Acts  it  is  kvKoi  jSa/Kis.  Now, 
the  image  is  substantially  found  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  one 
form  of  which  is  given  in  the  first  Synoptic,  viL  15,  16,  and 
which  undeniably  must  have  formed  part  of  many  of  the  Gospels 
which  are  mentioned  by  the  writer  of  the  third  Synoptic.  We  find 
Justin  Martyr  twice  quoting  another  form  of  the  saying,  "For 
many  (ttoXXo*)  shall  arrive  in  my  name,  outwardly,  indeed,  clothed 
in  sheep's  skins,  but  inwardly  being  ravening  wolves  {\vkoi. 
a/OTray€9)."4  The  use  of  the  term  as  applied  to  men  was  certainly 
common  in  the  early  Church.  The  idea  expressed  in  the  Epistle 
is  more  closely  found  in  2  Timothy  iii.  i  f.,  in  the  description  of 
those  who  are  to  come  in  the  last  days,  and  who  will  (v.  6)  "  creep 
into  the  houses  and  make  captive  (atx/JwiXwrtfovTcs)  silly  women 
laden  with  sins,  led  away  with  divers  lusts."  The  passage  cannot 
be  traced  to  the  Acts,  and  the  Ignatian  Epistles,  spurious  though 
they  be,  do  not  present  any  evidence  of  the  existence  of  that 
work. 

*  Luke  xxiv.  42  f.  '  John  xxi.  12  f.  3  Quoted  p.  173  f. 

^  See  discussion  of  the  quotation,  p.  228,  note  i,  p.  238  f. 
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Only  two  sentences  are  pointed  out  in  the  Epistle  of  Polycarp 
as  denoting  acquaintance  with  the  Acts.  The  first  and  only 
one  of  these  on  which  much  stress  is  laid  is  the  following  : — 


Epistle  i. 

Whom  God  raised  {fjnti^v)^  having 
loosed  the  pains  of  hell  {qhov). 


Acts  n.  24- 

Whom  God  raised  up  (d»'^<rTi7<rer), 
having    loosed    the    pains    of    death 

It  will  be  obvious  to  all  that,  along  with  much  similarity,  there 
is  likewise  divergence  between  these  sentences.  In  the  first 
phrase  the  use  of  r^ytipiv  in  the  Epistle  separates  it  from  the 
supposed  parallel,  in  which  the  word  is  ai'co-Tjyo-cr.  The  passages 
in  the  Pauline  Epistles  corresponding  with  it  are  numerous 
(^.^.,  2  Cor.  iv.  14,  Ephes.  i.  20).  The  second  member  of  the 
sentence,  which  is  of  course  the  more  important,  is  in  reality,  we 
contend,  a  reference  to  the  very  Psalm  quoted  in  Acts  immediately 
after  the  verse  before  us,  couched  in  not  unusual  phraseology. 
Psalm  xvi.  10  (Sept.  xv.)  reads  :  "  For  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul 
in  hell "  (^St/v).*  In  Ps.  xviii.  5  (Sept.  xvii.  5)  we  have,  "The 
pains  of  hell  (waives  ^8ov)  compassed  me  about."*  The  differ- 
ence between  the  w^vas  tov  ^hov  of  the  Epistle  and  the  w5c  vas  rciv 
Oavdrov  of  the  Acts  is  so  distinct  that,  finding  a  closer  parallel  in 
the  Psalms  to  which  reference  is  obviously  made  in  both  works,  it  is 
quite  impossible  to  trace  the  phrase  necessarily  to  the  Acts.  Such 
a  passage  cannot  prove  the  use  of  that  work,  but,  if  it  could,  we 
might  inquire  what  evidence  for  the  authorship  and  trustworthiness 
of  the  Acts  could  be  deduced  from  the  circumstance  ?3 

The  second  passage,  referred  to  by  a  few  writers,  is  as 
follows  : — 


Epistle  viii. 

Let  us  therefore  become  imitators  of 
his  patience,  and  if  we  suffer  for  his 
name,  let  us  praise  him. 

MifiTfTal  otv  yfVibfieOa  t^s  inrofioifiji 
a&rov'  Kai  ^Ar  ird<rxw/uf i»  Siii  rb  tvofia 
aOroVf  So^d^dj/iiep  airr&p. 


Acts  v.  41. 

I  So  they  departed  from  the  presence 
of  the  Council,  rejoicing  that  they  were 
counted  worthy  to  suffer  shame  for  the 
name. 

01   fUw   odp   iTop€{>ovTo  xttfpoyrcj  dird 
vpofftinrov  toO  (rvpedpiov,    &n  <caTi7fit&- 

I  driffoi^  intip  ToG  6p6fUkTos  drtfuurBiipai. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  do  more  than  contrast  these  passages  to 
show  how  little  the  Epistle  of  Polycarp  can  witness  for  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles.  We  have  already  examined  another 
supposed  reference  to  this  very  passage,  and  the  expressions  in  the 
Epistle,  whilst  scarcely  presenting  a  single  point  of  linguistic 
analogy  to   the   sentence   in   the  Acts,  only  tend   to  show  how 

'  CoiL  E.  reads  ^.Zov, 

'  In  the  Sept.  version  of  Job  xxxix.  2  the  expression  (^^raf  W  oiVri^ 
Aewraj  occurs. 

3  For  the  date  and  character  of  the  Epistle  see  discossion,  p.  175  f. 
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common  and  natural  such  language  was  in  the  early  Church  in 
connection  with  persecution.  Whilst  we  constantly  meet  with  the 
thought  expressed  by  the  writer  of  the  Epistle  throughout  the 
writings  of  the  New  Testament,  we  may  more  particularly  point 
to  the  first  Petrine  epistle  for  further  instances  of  this  tone  of 
exhortation  to  those  suffering  persecution  for  the  cause.  For 
instance,  i  Pet.  ii.  19  f.,  and  again  iii.  14,'  "But  if  ye  even  suffer 
(TToo-xotTc)  for  righteousness'  sake,  blessed  are  ye."  In  the  next 
chapter  the  tone  is  still  more  closely  analogous.      Speaking  of 

persecutions,  the  writer  says,  iv.  13,  " but  according  as  ye 

are  partakers  of  Christ's  sufferings  rejoice,"  etc.  14.  "  If  ye  are 
reproached  in  Christ's  name  (ci'  ovofmn  X.),  blessed  are  ye,  for  the 
spirit  of  glory  and  of  God  resteth  upon  you."  15.  "  For  let  none 
of  you  suffer  (ttoo-x^tw)  as  a  murderer,"  etc.  16.  "But  if  as  a 
Christian,  let  him  not  be  ashamed,  but  let  him  praise  God  in  this 
name  (So^a^Toi  8^  rhv  d^hv  kv  ry  ovoftari  tovt^),"  etc.  Nothing 
but  evidential  destitution  could  rely  upon  the  expression  in  the 
Epistle  of  Folycarp  to  show  acquaintance  with  Acts. 

Few  Apologists  point  out  with  confidence  any  passages 
from  the  voluminous  writings  of  Justin  Martyr,  as  indicating 
the  use  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  We  may,  however, 
quote  such  expressions  as  are  advanced.  The  first  of  these 
is  the  following:  "For  the  Jews,  having  the  prophecies  and 
ever  expecting  the  Christ  to  come,  knew  him  not  (^JyvoT/o-av) ; 
and  not  only  so,  but  they  also  maltreated  him.  But  the  Gentiles, 
who  had  never  heard  anything  regarding  the  Christ  until  his 
Apostles,  having  gone  forth  from  Jerusalem,  declared  the  things 
concerning  him,  and  delivered  the  prophecies,  having  been  filled 
with  joy  and  faith,  renounced  their  idols  and  dedicated  themselves 
to  the  unbegotten  God  through  the  Christ."^  This  is  compared 
with  Acts  xiii.  27,  "  For  they  that  dwell  at  Jerusalem  and  their 
rulers  not  knowing  this  (man)  (tovtov  a-yvoijo-avrcs),  nor  yet 
the  voices  of  the  prophets  which  are  read  every  sabbath  day, 
fulfilled  them  by  their  judgment  of  him,"  etc.  48.  "But  the 
Gentiles,  hearing,  rejoiced  and  glorified  the  word  of  the  Lord," 
etc.  We  may  at  once  proceed  to  give  the  next  passage.  In  the 
Dialogue  with  Trypho,  Justin  has  by  quotations  from  the  prophets 
endeavoured  to  show  that  the  sufferings  of  Christ  and  also  the 
glory  of  his  second  advent  had  been  foretold,  and  Trypho  replies: 
"  Supposing  these  things  to  have  been  as  thou  sayest,  and  that  it 
was  foretold  that  Christ  was  to  suffer  (ort  vaOrjrhs  Xpurrhs  irpoe- 
<f)i]T€v$rj  fi€kX€Lv  cfvat),  and  has  been  called  a  Stone,  and  after 
his  first  coming,  in  which  it  had  been  announced  that  he  was  to 

'  Ver.  13,  according  to  some  MSS.,  reads  :  ♦*  And  who  is  he  that  will  harm 
you,  if  ye  become  imUaiors  (fufinrcd)  of  the  good  ?** 
'  Apo/.,  i.  49. 
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suffer,  should  come  in  glory,  and  become  judge  of  all,  and  eternal 
king  and  priest,"  etc.;'  and  in  another  place  :  "  For  if  it  had  been 
obscurely  declared  by  the  prophets  that  the  Christ  should  suffer 
(wadrjThq    y€V7jcr6fi€vos    6    Xpurrh^s )    and  after    these   things   be 

lord  of  all,"  etc.^     This  is  compared  with  Acts  xxvi.  22,  " 

saying  nothing  except  those  things  which  the  prophets  and  Moses 
said  were  to  come  to  pass,  (23)  whether  the  Christ  should  suffer 
(el  vadrjrhq  o  Xpurr6s\  whether,  the  first  out  of  the  resurrec- 
tion from  the  dead,  he  is  about  to  proclaim  light  unto  the  people 
and  to  the  Gentiles."  It  is  only  necessary  to  quote  these  passages 
to  show  how  uru'easonable  it  is  to  maintain  that  they  show  the  use 
of  the  Acts  by  Justin.  He  simply  sets  forth  from  the  prophets, 
direct,  the  doctrines  which  formed  the  great  text  of  the  early 
Church.  Some  of  the  warmest  supporters  of  the  Canon  admit  the 
"  uncertainty  "  of  such  coincidences,  and  do  not  think  it  worth 
while  to  advance  them.  There  are  one  or  two  still  more  distant 
analogies  sometimes  pointed  out  which  do  not  require  more  parti- 
cular notice. 3  There  is  no  evidence  whatever  that  Justin  was 
acquainted  with  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.* 

Some  writers  claim  Hegesippus  as  evidence  for  the  existence  of 
the  Acts,  on  the  strength  of  the  following  passages  in  the  fragment 
of  his  book  preserved  by  Eusebius.  He  puts  into  the  mouth  of 
James  the  Just,  whilst  being  martyred,  the  expression:  "  I  beseech 
(thee)  Lord  God,  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do."  This  is  compared  with  the  words  said  to  have  been 
uttered  by  the  martyr  Stephen,  Acts  vii.  60,  "  Lord,  lay  not  this 
sin  to  their  charge."  The  passage  is  more  commonly  advanced  as 
showing  acquaintance  with  Luke  xxiii.  34,  and  we  have  already 
discussed  it.s  Lardner  apparently  desires  it  to  do  double  duty, 
but  it  is  scarcely  worth  while  seriously  to  refer  to  the  claim  here. 
The  passage  more  generally  relied  upon,  though  that  also  is 
only  advanced  by  a  few,^  is  the  following,  "This  man  was  a  faithful 

*  Dial.  36.  '  Dial.  76. 

3  Apol.y  i.  50,  cf.  Acts  i.  8  f.;  ApoL,  i.  40,  cf.  Acts  iv.  27  ;  Apol.^  ii.  10,  of. 
Acts  xvii.  23 ;  Dial.  8,  cf.  Acts  xxvi.  29 ;  Dial.  20,  cf.  Acts  x.  14 ;  Dial.  68, 
cf.  Acts  ii.  30. 

*  Credner,  Einl.  N.  T'.,  i.  i,  p.  274;  Donaldson, -^w/.  Chr.  Lit.  and Doct.^ 
ii.,  p.  329  ;  Eichhorn,  Einl.  N.  7!,  ii.,  p.  75  ;  Meyer,  Apostelgesch.,  p.  I  f.  ; 
Zeller,  Apostelgesch. ,  p.  49  f.  Dean  Alford  says  :  **  Nor  are  there  any  refer- 
ences in  Justin  Martyr,  which,  fairly  considered,  belong  to  this  book"  {Greek 
Test.,  187 1,  Prole^.j'n.,  p.  20).  Dr.  Westcott  says :  "The  references  to  the 
Acts  are  uncertain "  ;  and  he  merely  illustrates  this  by  referring  to  the 
first  of  the  passages  discussed  in  the  text  {On  the  Canon,  1 875,  p.  168, 
note  3).  5  p.  273  f. 

^  Lardner,  Credibility ,  Works ^  ii.  142 ;  Westcott,  On  the  Canon,  4th  ed., 
p.  205.     Dr.  Westcott,  however,  merely  says  :  "There  are  forms  of  expuression 

corresponding  to  passages  in and  in  the  Acts  which  can  scarcely  be  attributed 

to  chance." 
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witness  both  to  Jews  and  Greeks  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ  "* 
Q/Ldprvs  ovTos  dkTjdrjs  'lovSalots  T€  Koi  "EA-XT/crt  y^ykvqrai.^  OTi 
irfo-ovs  o  XpuTTos  ecTiv),  This  is  compared  with  Acts  xx. 
21,  where  Paul  is  represented  as  saying  of  himself,  " testi- 
fying fully  both  to  Jews  and  Greeks  repentance  toward  God,  and 
faith  toward  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ "  (Ata/Aaprvpd/uvos  *lov8aloLs 
T€  /cat  "EWrjariv  TTJv  €ts  0€ov  yutrdvouiVy  koX  ttuttlv  els  rhv 
Kvpiov  'qfuov  *  I.  X.).  The  two  passages  are  totally  different 
both  in  sense  and  language,  and  that  the  use  of  Acts  is 
deduced  from  so  distant  an  analogy  only  serves  to  show  the 
slightness  of  the  evidence  with  which  Apologists  have  to  be 
content. 

Papias  need  not  long  detain  i^s,  for  it  is  freely  admitted  by 
most  divines  that  he  does  not  afford  evidence,  of  any  value  that 
he  was  acquainted  with  the  Acts.  For  the  sake  of  completeness 
we  may,  however,  refer  to  the  points  which  are  sometimes 
mentioned.  A  fragment  of  the  work  of  Papias  is  preserved 
giving  an  account  of  the  death  of  Judas,  which  differs  materially 
both  from  the  account  in  the  first  Synoptic  and  in  Acts  i.  18  f.' 
Judas  is  represented  as  having  gone  about  the  world  a  great 
example  of  impiety,  for,  his  body  having  swollen  so  much  that  he 
could  not  pass  where  a  waggon  easily  passed,  he  was  crushed  by 
the  waggon  so  that  his  entrails  emptied  out  {&a-T€  to.  eyKara  avrov 
€KK€Vit}0^vat.).  ApoUinaris  of  Laodicaea  quotes  this  passage  to 
show  that  Judas  did  not  die  when  he  hung  himself,  but  subse- 
quently met  with  another  fate,  in  this  way  reconciling  the  state- 
ments in  the  Gospel  and  Acts.  3  He  does  not  say  that  Papias 
used  the  story  for  this  purpose,  and  it  is  fundamentally  con- 
tradictory to  the  account  in  Acts  i.  18,  19:  "Now  this  man 
purchased  a  field  with  the  reward  of  the  unrighteousness,  and 
falling  headlong  burst  asunder  in  the  midst,  and  all  his  bowels 
gushed  out "  {koI  e^^xvOTj  iravra  ra  (nrXdy\va  avrov).  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  argue  that  the  passage  does  not  indicate  any 
acquaintance  with  Acts,*  as  some  few  critics  are  inclined  to  assert.s 

»  Eusebius,  If,  £.y  ii.  23.       »  P.  296  f.      3  Routh,  J^e/w.  Sacr.,  i.,  p.  25  f. 

4  Overbeck,  Zeitschr,  wiss.  TheoL,  1867,  p.  39  f.  Cf.  Steitz,  Th,  Stud,  u. 
Krit.y  1868,  p.  87  f.  ;  Meyer,  Die  Apostelgesch,,  p.  2,  anm.*  *  Dr.  Wcstcott 
says:  **  In  his  account  of  the  fate  of  Judas  Iscariot  there  is  a  remarkable 
divergence  from  the  narrative  in  Matt,  xxvii.  5  and  Acts  i.  18"  {On  the 
Canon,  4th  ed.,  p.  77,  n.  i). 

5  Zahn,  Th.  Stud.  u.  Krit.,  1866,  p.  680  f.  Dr.  Lightfoot  says:  "But 
there  are  indications,  however  indecisive,  that  Papias  did  use  the  writings  of 
St.  Luke."  And  further  on,  after  quoting  the  passage  about  Judas,  and 
mentioning  the  view  of  ApoUinaris  that  it  reconciles  the  accounts  in  the  first 
Gospel  and  in  the  Acts,  he  continues  :  "  It  is  too  much  to  assume  that  Papias 
himself  repeated  the  tradition  with  this  aim,  but  the  resemblance  to  the 
account  in  the  Acts  is  worthy  of  no'CiQ,^'''' {Contemporary  Rev.^  August,  1876, 
P-  415)- 

2P 
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The  next  analogy  pointed  out  is  derived  from  the  statement  of 
Eusebius  that  Papias  mentions  a  wonderful  story  which  he  had 
heard  from  the  daughters  of  Philip  (whom  Eusebius  calls  "the 
Apostle  ")  regarding  a  dead  man  raised  to  life.'  In  Acts  xxi.  8,  9, 
it  is  stated  that  Philip  the  evangelist  had  four  daughters.  It  is 
hardly  conceivable  that  this  should  be  advanced  as  an  indication 
that  Papias  knew  the  Acts.  The  last  point  is  that  Eusebius  says  : 
"  And  again  (he  narrates)  another  marvel  regarding  Justus  who 
was  sumamed  Barsabas ;  how  he  drank  a  baneful  poison  and  by 
the  grace  of  the  Lord  sustained  no  harm.  But  that  this  Justus, 
after  the  Ascension  of  the  Saviour,  the  holy  apostles  appointed 
with  Matthias,  and  that  they  prayed  (on  the  occasion)  of  the 
filling  up  of  their  number  by  lot  instead  of  the  traitor  Judas,  the 
scripture  of  the  Acts  thus  relates  :  *And  they  appointed  two, 
Joseph  called  Barsabas,  who  was  sumamed  Justus,  and  Matthias. 
And  they  prayed  and  said,'  etc.*'"  Whatever  argument  can  be 
deduced  from  this  obviously  rests  entirely  upon  the  fact  that 
Papias  is  said  to  have  referred  to  Justus  who  was  named  Barsabas, 
for  of  course  the  last  sentence  is  added  by  Eusebius  himself,  and 
has  nothing  to  do  with  Papias.  This  is  fairly  admitted  by  Lardner 
and  others.  Lardner  says :  "  Papias  does  undoubtedly  give  some 
confirmation  to  the  history  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  in  what 
he  says  of  Philip ;  and  especially  in  what  he  says  of  Justus,  called 
Barsabas.  But  I  think  it  cannot  be  affirmed  that  he  did  particu- 
larly mention,  or  refer  to,  the  book  of  the  Acts.  For  I  reckon 
it  is  Eusebius  himself  who  adds  that  quotation  out  of  the  Acts, 
upon  occasion  of  what  Papias  had  written  of  the  before-mentioned 
Barsabas."3  There  is  no  evidence  worthy  of  attention  that  Papias 
was  acquainted  with  the  Acts. 

No  one  seriously  pretends  that  the  Clementine  Homilies  afford 
any  evidence  of  the  use  or  existence  of  the  Acts  ;  and  few,  if  any, 
claim  the  Epistle  to  Diognetus  as  testimony  for  it.-^      We  may, 

however,  quote  the  only  passage  which  is  pointed  out :  " these 

who  hold  the  view  that  they  present  them  (offerings)  to  God  as 

^  H,  E.,  iii.  39.  ">  H,  E,y  Hi.  39. 

3  Credibility ^  etc.,  WorkSy  ii.,  p.  133.  Kirchhofer  makes  a  similar  state- 
ment, Quellens.,  p.  163,  anm.  I.  Dr.  Lightfoot  says:  "Other  points  of 
affinity  to  the  Acts  are  his  mention  of  Justus  Barsabas,  and  his  relations 
with  the  daughters  of  Philip"  {Contemp,  Rev,y  August,  1876,  p.  415).  Such 
**  indications  *  he  may  indeed  well  characterise  as  **  indecisive."  Dr. 
Westcott  says :  "Dr.  Lightfoot  notices  some  slight  indications  of  Papias' 
use  of  the  writings  of  St.  Luke  (in  the  article  quoted  above),  but  I  do  not 
think  that  much  stress  can  be  laid  on  them  "  {On  the  Canon^  4th  ed.,  p.  77, 
note  i). 

4  Dr.  Westcott  merely  speaks  of  "  coincidences  of  language  more  or  less 
evident  with  the  Acts,"  etc.,  referring  to  c.  iii.  (Acts  xvii.  24,  25)  as  "worthy 
of  remark"  {Canorty  p.  91);  but  he  does  not  include  it  in  the  Synopsis  of 
Historical  Evidence^  p.  584. 
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needing  them  might  more  rightly  esteem  it  foolishness  and  not 
worship  of  God.  For  he  who  made  the  heaven  and  the  earth,  and 
all  things  in  them,  and  who  supplies  to  us  all  whatever  we  need, 
can  himself  be  in  need  of  none  of  those  things  which  he  himself 
presents  to  those  who  imagine  that  they  give  (to  him)."'  This  is 
compared  with  Acts  xvii.  24 :  "  The  God  that  made  the  world 
and  all  things  in  it,  he  being  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  dwelleth 
not  in  temples  made  with  hands  ;  (25)  neither  is  served  by  men's 
hand  as  though  he  needed  anything,  seeing  he  himself  giveth  to 
all  life  and  breath  and  all  things."  There  is  nothing  here  but  a 
coincidence  of  sense,  though  with  much  variation  between  the  two 
passages ;  but  the  Epistle  argues  from  a  different  context,  and  this 
illustration  is  obvious  enough  to  be  common  to  cuiy  moralist. 
There  is  not  a  single  rea.son  which  points  to  the  Acts  as  the  source 
of  the  writer's  argument. 

Basilides  and  Valentinus  are  not  claimed  at  all  by  Apologists  as 
witnesses  for  the  existence  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  nor  is 
Marcion,  whose  canon,  however,  of  which  it  formed  no  part,  is 
rather  adverse  to  the  work  than  merely  negative.  Tertullian 
taunts  Marcion  for  receiving  Paul  as  an  apostle,  although  his  name 
is  not  mentioned  in  the  Gospel,  and  yet  not  receiving  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles  in  which  alone  his  history  is  narrated ;»  but  it  does 
not  in  the  least  degree  follow  from  this  that  Marcion  knew  the 
work  and  deliberately  rejected  it. 

A  passage  of  Tatian's  Oration  to  the  Greeks  is  pointed  out  by 
some3  as  showing  his  acquaintance  with  the  Acts.  It  is  as  follows : 
"  I  am  not  willing  to  worship  the  creation  made  by  him  for  us. 
Sun  and  moon  are  made  for  us ;  how,  therefore,  shall  I  worship 
my  own  servants  ?     How  can  I  declare  stocks  and  stones  to  be 

gods? But  neither    should    the    unnam cable    (dvoi^o/AooTov) 

God  be  presented  with  bribes ;  for  he  who  is  without  need  of  any- 
thing (xavrtov  dv€v8€7)9)  must  not  be  calumniated  by  us  as 
needy  (cvSc^s)."-*  This  is  compared  with  Acts  xvii.  24,  25, 
quoted  above,  and  it  only  serves  to  show  how  common  such 
language  was.  Lardner  himself  says  of  the  passage :  "  This  is 
much  the  same  thought,  and  applied  to  the  same  purpose,  with 
Paul's,  Acts  xvii.  25,  as  though  he  needeth  anything.  But  it  is  a 
character  of  the  Deity  so  obvious  that  I  think  it  cannot  determine 
us  to  suppose  he  had  an  eye  to  those  words  of  the  Apostle."^  The 
language,  indeed,  is  quite  different,  and  shows  no  acquaintance 
with  the  Acts.     Eusebius  states  that  the  Severians  who  more  fully 

'  Ep.  cut  Diognetuniy  c.  iii.  '  Adv.  Marc.y  v.  I  f. 

3  Kirchhofer,  Qmliens.f  p.  166;  Lardner  mentions,  merely  to  disclaim, 
it.  Credibility y  etc.,  Works ^  ii.,  p.  139  f.  Dr.  Westcott  does  not  advance 
it  at  all. 

4  Orat.  ad  Graecosy  c.  iv.  s  Credibility ^  etc,  Works ,  ii.,  p.  139  f. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


58o  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 

established  Tatian's  heresy  rejected  both  the  Epistles  of  Paul  and 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.' 

Dionysius  of  Corinth  is  rarely  adduced  by  anyone  as  testimony 
for  the  Acts.  The  only  ground  upon  which  he  is  at  all  referred  to 
is  a  statement  of  Eusebius  in  mentioning  his  Epistles.  Speaking 
of  his  Epistle  to  the  Athenians,  Eusebius  says :  "  He  relates, 
moreover,  that  Dionysius  the  Areopagite  who  was  converted  to 
the  faith  by  Paul  the  Apostle,  accordiri^  to  the  account  given  in 
the  Acts,  was  appointed  the  first  bishop  of  the  Church  of  the 
Athenians.""  Even  Apologists  admit  that  it  is  doubtful  how  far 
Dionysius  referred  to  the  Acts,  3  the  mention  of  the  book  here 
being  most  obviously  made  by  Eusebius  himself. 

Melito  of  Sardis  is  not  appealed  to  by  any  writer  in  connection 
with  our  work,  nor  can  Claudius  Apollinaris  be  pressed  into  this 
service.  Athenagoras  is  supposed  by  some  to  refer  to  the  very 
same  passage  in  Acts  xvii.  24,  25,  which  we  have  discussed  when 
dealing  with  the  work  of  Tatian.  Athenagoras  says:  "The 
Creator  and  Father  of  the  universe  is  not  in  n^d  of  blood,  nor  of 
the  steam  of  burnt  sacrifices,  nor  of  the  fragrance  of  flowers  and 
of  incense,  he  himself  being  the  perfect  fragrance,  inwardly  and 
outwardly  without  need."*  And  further  on :  "  And  you  kings 
indeed  build  palaces  for  yourselves ;  but  the  world  b  not  made  as 
being  needed  by  God."5  These  passages  occur  in  the  course  of  a 
defence  of  Christians  for  not  offering  sacrifices,  and  both  in 
language  and  context  they  are  quite  independent  of  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles. 

In  the  Epistle  of  the  Churches  of  Vienne  and  Lyons,  giving  an 
account  of  the  persecution  against  them,  it  is  said  that  the  victims 
were  praying  for  those  from  whom  they  suffered  cruelties :  "  like 
Stephen  the  perfect  martyr :  *  Lord,  lay  not  this  sin  to  their 
charge.'  Put  if  he  was  supplicating  for  those  who  stoned  him, 
how  much  more  for  the  brethren?"^  The  prayer  here  quoted 
agrees  with  that  ascribed  to  Stephen  in  Acts  vii.  60.  There  is  no 
mention  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  in  the  Epistle,  and  the 
source  from  which  the  writers  obtained  their  information  about 
Stephen  is  of  course  not  stated.  If  there  really  was  a  martyr  of 
the  name  of  Stephen,  and  if  these  words  were  actually  spoken  by 
him,  the  tradition  of  the  fact,  and  the  memory  of  his  noble  saying, 
may  well  have  remained  in  the  Church,  or  have  been  recorded  in 
writings  then  current ;  from  one  of  which,  indeed,  eminent  critics 

'  Eusebius,  H.  E.^  iv.  29.  '  Ib.^  iv.  23. 

3  Lardner,   Credibility ^  etc,   Works ^  ii.,  p.    134;    Kirchliofer,    Quellens.y 
p.  163.     Dr.  Westcott  naturally  does  not  refer  to  the  passage  at  all. 
■♦  Leg,  pro  Christ,  y  xiii.  5  Jb,^  xvi. 

^  Eusebius,  H,  E,,  v.  2. 
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conjecture  that  the  author  of  Acts  derived  his  materials,'  and  in 
this  case  the  passage  obviously  does  not  prove  the  use  of  the  Acts. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  there  never  was  such  a  martyr  by  whom 
these  words  were  spoken,  and  the  whole  story  must  be  considered 
an  original  invention  by  the  author  of  Acts,  then  in  that  case,  and 
in  that  case  only,  the  passage  does  show  the  use  of  the  Acts.' 
Supposing  that  the  use  of  Acts  be  held  to  be  thus  indicated, 
what  does  this  prove  ?  Merely  that  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  were 
in  existence  in  the  year  177-178,  when  the  Epistle  of  Vienne  and 
Lyons  was  written.  No  light  whatever  would  thus  be  thrown 
upon  the  question  of  its  authorship;  and  neither  its  credibility 
nor  its  sufficiency  to  prove  the  reality  of  a  cycle  of  miracles  would 
be  in  the  slightest  d^ree  established. 

Ptolemaeus  and  Heracleon  need  not  detain  us,  as  it  is  not  alleged 
that  they  show  acquaintance  with  the  Acts,  nor  is  Celsus  claimed 
as  testimony  for  the  book. 

The  Canon  of  Muratori  contains  a  very  corrupt  paragraph 
regarding  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  We  have  already  discussed 
the  date  and  character  of  this  fragment,3  and  need  not  further 
speak  of  it  here.  The  sentence  in  which  we  are  now  interested 
reads  in  the  original  as  follows  : — 

^'^  Acta  autetn  omnium  apostolorum  sub  uno  libro  scribta  sunt  lueas 
obtime  theofile  conprindit  quia  sub  prasentia  eius  singula  gerebantur 
sicute  et  semote  passionem  petri  eutdenter  declarat  sed  et  profectionem 
pauli  ab  urbes  ad  spania  proficescentis,^^ 

It  is  probable  that  in  addition  to  its  corruption  some  words  may 
have  been  lost  from  the  concluding  phrase  of  this  passage,  but  the 
following  may  p>erhaps  sufficiently  represent  its  general  sense  : 
"  But  the  Acts  of  all  the  Apostles  were  written  in  one  book.  Luke 
included  (in  his  work)  to  the  excellent  Theophilus  only  the  things 
which  occurred  in  his  own  presence,  as  he  evidently  shows  by 
omitting  the  martyrdom  of  Peter  and  also  the  setting  forth  of  Paul 
from  the  city  to  Spain." 

Whilst  this  passage  may  prove  the  existence  of  the  Acts  about 
the  end  of  the  second  century,  and  that  the  authorship  of  the  work 

'  Bleek,  Einl.  N.  7'.,  p.  341  f.,  p.  347  f.  ;  Ewald,  Gesch.  d.  V,  Isr,,  vi., 
1858,  p.  37,  p.  191  f.  ;  Gfrorer,  Die  keil.  Sage^  1838,  i.,  p.  404,  p.  409  f.  ; 
Meyer,  Aposielgesch.,ip,  12  ;  Neander,  Pflanzung.  u,  s.  w.  chr.  Kirchty  ^UAufl., 
p.  6?,  anm.  2 ;  Schwanbeck,  Quelien  d.  Schr.  des  Lukas^  1847,  i.,  p.  250  f.  ; 
be  Wette,  Einl  N,  T,,  p.  249  f.,  etc. 

^  Dr.  Lightfoot,  speaking  of  the  passage  we  are  discussing,  says  :  "  Will  he 
(author  of  5.  R.)  boldly  maintain  that  the  writers  had  before  them  another  Acts 

containing  words  identical  with  our  Acts,  just  as  he  supposes,  etc Or  will 

he  allow  this  account  to  have  been  taken  from  Acts  vii.  60,  with  which  it 
coincides?"  {Contemp.  Review ^  August,  1876,  p.  410).  The  question  is  here 
answered. 

3  P.  427  f. 
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was  ascribed  to  Luke,  it  has  no  further  value.  No  weight  can  be 
attached  to  the  statement  of  the  unknown  writer  beyond  that  of 
merely  testifying  to  the  currency  of  such  a  tradition,  and  even  the 
few  words  quoted  show  how  uncritical  he  was.  Nothing  could  be 
less  appropriate  to  the  work  before  us  than  the  assertion  that  it 
contains  the  Acts  of  all  the  Apostles ;  for  it  must  be  apparent  to 
all,  and  we  shall  hereafter  have  to  refer  to  the  point,  that  it  very 
singularly  omits  all  record  of  the  acts  of  most  of  the  Apostles, 
occupies  itself  chiefly  with  those  of  Peter  and  Paul,  and  devotes 
considerable  attention  to  Stephen  and  to  others  who  were  not 
Apostles  at  all.  We  shall  further  have  occasion  to  show  that  the 
writer  does  anything  but  confine  himself  to  the  events  of  which 
he  was  an  eye-witness,  and  we  may  merely  remark  in  passing,  as  a 
matter  which  scarcely  concerns  us  here,  that  the  instances  given 
by  the  unknown  writer  of  the  fragment  to  support  his  assertion 
are  not  only  irrelevant,  but  singularly  devoid  themselves  of 
historical  attestation. 

Irenaeus'  assigns  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  to  Luke,  as  do 
Clement  of  Alexandria,"  Tertullian,3  and  Origen,^  although  without 
any  statements  giving  special  weight  to  their  mention  of  him  as 
the  author  in  any  way  counterbalancing  the  late  date  of  their 
testimony.  Beyond  showing  that  tradition,  at  the  end  of  the 
second  century  and  beginning  of  the  third,  associated  the  name  of 
Luke  with  this  writing  and  the  third  Gospel,  the  evidence  of  these 
Fathers  is  of  no  value  to  us.  We  have  already  incidentally  men- 
rioned  that  some  heretics  either  ignored  or  rejected  the  book,  and 
to  the  Marcionites  and  Severians  we  may  now  add  the  Ebionites^ 
and  Manichaeans.^  Chrysostom  complains  that  in  his  day  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles  were  so  neglected  that  many  were  ignorant 
of  the  existence  of  the  book  and  of  its  authors.7  Doubts  as  to 
its  authorship  were  expressed  in  the  ninth  century,  for  Photius 
states  that  some  ascribed  the  work  to  Clement  of  Rome,  others  to 
Barnabas,  and  others  to  Luke  the  Evangelist^ 

If  we  turn  to  the  document  itself,  we  find  that  it  professes  to 
be  the  second  portion  of  a  work  written  for  the  information  of  an 
unknown  person  named  Theophilus,  the  first  part  being  the 
Gospel,  which,  in  our  canonical  New  Testament,  bears  the  name 
of  "  Gospel  according  to  Luke."     The  narrative  is  a  continuation 

*  Adv,  Har.y  iii.  14,  §§  i,  2  ;  15,  §  I,  etc. 

'  Strom.  ^  V.  12  ;  Adtimbr.  in  i  Petr.  Ep.  3  Dc  Jejunio,  x. 

^  Contra  Cels.^  vi.  12.  5  Epiphanius,  Har.^  xxx.  16. 

^  August.,  Epist,  237  ;  ed.  Bened.,  ii.,  p.  644  ;  De  UtiL  Cred.,  ii.  7,  T.  viii., 
p.  36;  cf.  Beausobre,  Hist,  de  Manich^e^  i.,  p.  293  f.. 

?  Ham.  i.  in  Act.  Apost, 

8  Tdif  hk  avYYpcLipia  T(aw  irpd^ewi'  ol  iJ.kp  KX-fffiewra  \4yown  rbv  'Pti/Atyj,  dXXoi 
dl  Bapvd^av,  koX  dXXot  \ovKdi.v  rbv  evayyeXitTT^v.  Photius,  Amphiloch,  Quast,^ 
145- 
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of  the  third  Synoptic,  but  the  actual  title  of  "Acts  of  the 
Apostles,"  or  "  Acts  of  Apostles "  (Trpd^eis  rwv  aTroaroXft)!/, 
wpd^eis  dTToorroXcDv),'  attached  to  this  Sevrepos  Xoyos  is  a  later 
addition,  and  formed  no  part  of  the  original  document.  The 
author's  name  is  not  given  in  any  of  the  earlier  MSS.,  and  the 
work  is  entirely  anonymous.  That  in  the  prologue  to  the  Acts 
the  writer  clearly  assumes  to  be  the  author  of  the  Gospel  does  not 
in  any  way  identify  him,  inasmuch  as  the  third  Synoptic  itself 
is  anonymous.  The  tradition  assigning  both  works  to  Luke, 
the  follower  of  Paul,  as  we  have  seen,  is  first  met  with  towards 
the  end  of  the  second  century,  and  very  little  weight  can  be 
attached  to  it.  There  are  too  many  instances  of  early  writings, 
several  of  which  indeed  have  secured  a  place  in  our  canon,  to 
which  distinguished  names  have  been  erroneously  ascribed.  Such 
tradition  is  notoriously  liable  to  error. 

We  shall  presently  return  to  the  question  of  the  authorship  of 
the  third  Synoptic  and  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  but  at  present  we 
may  so  far  anticipate  as  to  say  that  there  are  good  reasons  for 
affirming  that  they  could  not  have  been  written  by  Luke,  the 
follower  of  Paul. 

Confining  ourselves  here  to  the  actual  evidence  before  us,  we 
arrive  at  a  clear  and  unavoidable  conclusion  regarding  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles.  After  examining  all  the  early  Christian  literature, 
and  taking  every  passage  which  is  referred  to  as  indicating  the  use 
of  the  book,  we  see  that  there  is  no  certain  trace  even  of  its  exist- 
ence till  towards  the  end  of  the  second  century ;  and,  whilst  the 
writing  itself  is  anonymous,  we  find  no  authority  but  late  tradition 
assigning  it  to  Luke  or  to  any  other  author.  We  are  without 
evidence  of  any  value  as  to  its  accuracy  or  trustworthiness, 
and,  as  we  shall  presently  see,  the  epistles  of  Paul,  so  far  from 
accrediting  it,  tend  to  cast  the  most  serious  doubt  upon  its  whole 
character.  This  evidence  we  have  yet  to  examine,  when  consider- 
ing the  contents  of  the  Acts,  and  we  base  our  present  remarks 
solely  on  the  external  testimony  for  the  date  and  authorship  of  the 
book.  The  position,  therefore,  is  simply  this  :  We  are  asked  to 
believe  in  the  reality  of  a  great  number  of  miraculous  and  super- 
natural occurrences  which,  obviously,  are  antecedently  incredible, 
upon  the  assurance  of  an  anonymous  work  of  whose  existence 
there  is  no  distinct  evidence  till  more  than  a  century  after  the 
events  narrated,  and  to  which  an  author's  name — against  which 
there  are  strong  objections — is  first  ascribed  by  tradition  towards 
the  end  of  the  second  century.  Of  the  writer  to  whom  the  work 
is  thus  attributed  we  know  nothing  beyond  the  casual  mention  of 

*  The  Cod.  Sin.  reads  simply  rpij^cis.     Cod,  D.  {Beza:)  has  trpi^i%  dvoiTTdXutif 
{Acting  of  Apostles), 
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his  name  in  some  Pauline  Epistles.  If  it  were  admitted  that  this 
Luke  did  actually  write  the  book,  we  should  not  be  justified  in 
believing  the  reality  of  such  stupendous  miracles  upon  his  bare 
statement.  As  the  case  stands,  however,  even  taken  in  its  most 
favourable  aspect,  the  question  scarcely  demands  serious  attention, 
and  our  discussion  might  at  once  be  ended  by  the  unhesitating 
rejection  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  as  sufficient,  or  even 
plausible,  evidence  for  the  miracles  which  it  narrates. 
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CHAPTER  11. 

EVIDENCE    REGARDING   THE   AUTHORSHIP 

If  we  proceed  further  to  discuss  the  document  before  us,  it  is 
from  no  doubt  as  to  the  certainty  of  the  conclusion  at  which  we 
have  now  arrived,  but  from  the  belief  that  closer  examination  of 
the  contents  of  the  Acts  may  enable  us  to  test  this  result,  and 
more  fully  understand  the  nature  of  the  work  and  the  character 
of  its  evidence.  Not  only  will  it  be  instructive  to  consider  a  little 
closely  the  contents  of  the  Acts,  and  to  endeavour  from  the  details 
of  the  narrative  itself  to  form  a  judgment  regarding  its  historical 
value,  but  we  have,  in  addition,  external  testimony  of  very  material 
importance  which  we  may  bring  to  bear  upon  it.  We  happily 
possess  some  undoubted  Epistles  which  afford  us  no  little 
information  concerning  the  history,  character,  and  teaching  of  the 
Apostle  Paul,  and  we  are  thus  enabled  to  compare  the  statements 
in  the  work  before  us  with  contemporary  evidence  of  great  value. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that,  wherever  the  statements  of  the 
unknown  author  of  the  Acts  are  at  variance  with  these  Epistles, 
we  must  prefer  the  statements  of  the  Apostle.  The  importance  to 
our  inquiry  of  such  further  examination  as  we  now  propose  to 
undertake  consists  chiefly  in  the  light  which  it  may  throw  on  the 
credibility  of  the  work.  If  it  be  found  that  such  portions  as  >ye 
are  able  to  investigate  are  inaccurate  and  untrustworthy,  it  will 
become  still  more  apparent  that  the  evidence  of  such  a  document 
for  miracles  cannot  even  be  entertained.  It  may  be  well  also 
to  discuss  more  fully  the  authorship  of  the  Acts,  and  to  this  we 
shall  first  address  ourselves. 

It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  quite  foreign  to 
our  purpose  to  enter  into  any  exhaustive  discussion  of  the  literary 
problem  presented  by  the  Acts  of  the  Aj)ostles.  We  shall  confine 
ourselves  to  such  points  as  seem  sufficient,  or  best  fitted,  to  test 
the  character  of  the  composition  ;  and  we  shall  not  hesitate  to  pass 
without  attention  questions  of  mere  literar)'  interest,  and  strictly 
limit  our  examination  to  these  more  prominent  features. 

It  is  generally  admitted,  although  not  altogether  without 
exception,  that  the  author  of  our  third  synoptic  Gospel  like\^ise 
composed  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  The  linguistic  and  other 
peculiarities  which  distinguish  the  Gospel  are  equally  prominent  in 
the  Acts.     This  fact,  whilst  apparently  offering  greatly  increased 

585 
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facilities  for  identifying  the  author,  and  actually  affording  valuable 
material  for  estimating  his  work,  does  not,  as  we  have  already 
remarked,  really  do  much  towards  solving  the  problem  of  the 
authorship,  inasmuch  as  the  Gospel,  like  its  continuation,  is 
anonymous,  and  we  possess  no  more  precise  or  direct  evidence  in 
connection  with  the  one  than  in  the  case  of  the  other.  We  have 
already  so  fully  examined  the  testimony  for  the  third  Gospel  that 
it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  recur  to  it.  From  about  the  end  of  the 
second  century  we  find  the  Gospel  and  Acts  of  the  Apostles 
ascribed  by  ecclesiastical  writers  to  Luke,  the  companion  of  the 
Apostle  Paul.  The  fallibility  of  tradition,  and  the  singular  phase 
of  literary  morality  exhibited  during  the  early  ages  of  Christianity, 
render  such  testimony  of  little  or  no  value,  and  in  the  almost 
total  absence  of  the  critical  faculty  a  rank  crop  of  pseudonymic 
writings  sprang  up  and  flourished  during  that  period.  Some  of 
the  earlier  chapters  of  this  work  have  given  abundant  illustra- 
tions of  this  fact.  It  is  cert^n,  with  regard  to  the  works  we 
are  considering,  that  Irenaeus  is  the  earliest  writer  known  who 
ascribes  them  to  Luke,  and  that  even  tradition,  therefore,  cannot 
be  traced  beyond  the  last  quarter  of  the  second  century.  The 
question  is :  Does  internal  evidence  confirm  or  contradict  this 
tradition  ? 

Luke,  the  traditional  author,  is  not  mentioned  by  name  in  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles.  In  the  Epistle  to  Philemon  his  name 
occurs,  with  those  of  others,  who  send  greeting,  verse  23  :  **  There 
salute  thee,  Epaphras,  my  fellow-prisoner  in  Christ  Jesus ;  24. 
Marcus,  Aristarchus,  Demas,  Luke,  my  fellow-labourers."  In  the 
Epistle  to  the  Colossians,  iv.  14,  mention  is  also  made  of  him  : 
"  Luke,  the  beloved  physician,  salutes  you,  and  Demas."  And, 
again,  in  the  2  Epistle  to  Timothy,  iv.  10  :  "  For  Demas  forsook 
me,  having  loved  this  present  world,  and  departed  into  Thessa- 
lonica,  Crescens  to  Galatia,  Titus  unto  Dalmatia  :  11.  Only  Luke 
is  with  me." 

He  is  not  mentioned  elsewhere  in  the  New  Testament  /  and 
his  name  is  not  again  met  with  till  Irenaeus  ascribes  to  him  the 
authorship  of  the  Gospel  and  Acts.  There  is  nothing  in  these 
Pauline  Epistles  confirming  the  statement  of  the  Fathers,  but  it  is 
highly  probable  that  these  references  to  him  largely  contributed  to 
suggest  his  name  as  the  author  of  the  Acts,  its  very  omission  from 
the  work  itself  protecting  him  from  objections  connected  with  the 
passages  in  the  first  person  to  which  other  followers  of  Paul 
were  exposed.  Irenaeus  evidently  knew  nothing  about  him,  except 
what  he  learnt  from  these  Epistles,  and  derives  from  his  theory 

'  It  is  now  universally  admitted  that  the  "  Lucius  "  referred  to  in  Acts  xiii.  I 
and  Rom.  xvi.  21  is  a  different  person;  although  their  identity  was  suggested 
by  Origen  and  the  Alexandrian  Qement. 
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that  Luke  wrote  the  Acts,  and  speaks  as  an  eye-witness  in  the 
passages  where  the  first  person  is  used.  From  these  he  argues 
that  Luke  was  inseparable  from  Paul,  and  was  his  fellow-worker  in 
the  Gospel ;  and  he  refers,  in  proof  of  this,  to  Acts  xvi.  8  f.,'  13  f., 
XX.  5  f.,  and  the  later  chapters,  all  the  details  of  which  he  supposes 
Luke  to  have  carefully  written  down.  He  then  continues  :  "  But 
that  he  was  not  only  a  follower,  but  likewise  a  fellow-worker  of  the 
Aposries,  but  particularly  of  Paul,  Paul  himself  has  also  clearly 

shown  in  the  Epistles,  saying ";  and  he  quotes  2  Tim.  iv.  10, 

ri,  ending,  "Only  Luke  is  with  me,"  and  then  adds,  "whence 
he  shows  that  he  was  always  with  him  and  inseparable  from  him," 
etc'  The  reasoning  of  the  zealous  Father  deduces  a  great  deal 
from  very  little,  it  will  be  observed,  and  in  this  elastic  way  tradition 
"enlarged  its  borders"  and  assumed  unsubstantial  dimensions. 
Later  writers  have  no  more  intimate  knowledge  of  Luke,  although 
Eusebius  states  that  he  was  bom  at  Antioch,3  a  tradition  likewise 
reproduced  by  Jerome.**  Jerome  further  identifies  Luke  with 
"  the  brother,  whose  praise  in  the  Gospel  is  throughout  all  the 
churches,"  mentioned  in  2  Cor.  viii.  18,  as  accompanying  Titus  to 
Corinth.s  At  a  later  period,  when  the  Church  required  an  early 
artist  for  its  service,  Luke  the  physician  was  honoured  with  the 
additional  title  of  painter.^  Epiphanius,?  followed  later  by  some 
other  writers,  represented  him  to  have  been  one  of  the  seventy- 

'  The  words  **  ihey  came  down  to  Troas  "  (iroTe/3?7<rai'  els  Tptadda)  are  here 
translated  "we  came  to  Troas"  {nos  venimus  in  Troadem). 

'  **  Quoniam  non  solum  prosecutor y  sed  et  cooper arius  fuerit  apostolorum^ 
mcucinu  autem  Pauli,  et  ipse  autem  Paulus  manifostavit  in  epistolis.,  dkens: 
*  Detfias  me  dereliquit^  et  abiii  Thessalonicam^  Crescens  in  Galatiamy  Titus  in 
Dalmatiam,  Lucas  est  mecum  solus.  ^  Unde  ostendit^  quod  semper  junctus  ei 
et  inseparabilis fiurit  ab  ^"  {Adv.  Hcer.y  iii.  14,  §  i). 

^  H.  E.,  iii.  4.  -♦  De  vir.  ill.,  7. 

s  This  view  was  held  by  Origen,  Ambrose,  and  others  of  the  Fathers, 
who,  moreover,  suppose  Paul  to  refer  to  the  work  of  Luke  when  he  speaks  of 
**  his  Gosper "  (also  cf.  Eusebius,  H.  E.,  iii.  4),  an  opinion  exploded  by 
Grotius.  Grotius  and  Olshausen  both  identify  "the  brother"  with  Luke. 
Many  of  the  Fathers  and  later  writers  have  variously  conjectured  him  to  have 
been  Barnabas,  Silas,  Mark,  Trophimus,  Gaius,  and  others.  This  is  mere 
guess-work ;  but  Luke  is  scarcely  seriously  advanced  in  later  times.  Dr. 
Wordsworth,  however,  not  only  does  so,  but  maintains  that  Paul  quotes  Luke's 
Gospel  in  his  Epistles,  in  one  place  (i  Tim.  v.  18)  designating  it  as  Scripture 
{Greek  Test.,  Four  Gospels,  p.  163,  p.  170). 

*  Nicephorus,  H.  E.^  ii.  43.  Dr.  Wordsworth,  who  speaks  of  "  this  divine 
book,"  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  with  great  euthusiasm,  sa^  in  one  place  : 
"The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  is  a  portraiture  of  the  Church  ;  it  is  an  Historical 
Picture  delineated  by  the  Holy  Ghost  guiding  the  hand  of  the  Evangelical 
Painter  St.  Luke"  {Greek  Test.,  Int.  to  Acts,  1874,  p.  4). 

^  Hcer.  li.  11  ;  Theophylact  {ad  Lw.  xxiv.  18)  suggests  the  view — considered 
probable  by  Lange  {Leben  Jesu,  \.,  p.  252) — that  Luke  was  one  of  the  two 
disciples  of  the  journey  to  Emmaus.  This  is  the  way  in  which  tradition 
works. 
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two  disciples,  whose  mission  he  alone  of  all  New  Testament 
writers  mentions.  The  view  of  the  Fathers,  arising  out  of  the 
application  of  their  tradition  to  the  features  presented  by  the 
Gospel  and  Acts,  was  that  Luke  composed  his  Gospel,  of  the 
events  of  which  he  was  not  an  eye-witness,  from  information 
derived  from  others,  and  his  Acts  of  the  Apostles  from  what  he 
himself,  at  least  in  the  parts  in  which  the  first  p>erson  is  employed, 
had  witnessed.'  It  is  generally  supposed  that  Luke  was  not  bom 
a  Jew,  but  was  a  Gentile  Christian. 

Some  writers  endeavour  to  find  a  confirmation  of  the  tradition, 
that  the  Gospel  and  Acts  were  written  by  Luke  "  the  beloved 
physician,"  by  the  supposed  use  of  peculiarly  technical  medical 
terms ;  but  very  little  weight  is  attached  by  any  one  to  this  feeble 
evidence,  which  is  repudiated  by  most  serious  critics,  and  it  need 
not  detain  us. 

As  there  is  no  indication,  either  in  the  Gospel  or  the  Acts,  of 
the  author's  identity  proceeding  from  himself — ^and  tradition  does 
not  offer  any  alternative  security — what  testimony  can  be  produced 
in  support  of  the  ascription  of  these  writings  to  "  Luke  "  ?  To 
this  question  Ewald  shall  reply.  "  In  fact,"  he  says,  "  we  possess 
only  one  ground  for  it,  but  this  is  fully  sufficient.  It  lies  in  the 
designation  of  the  third  Gospel  as  that  *  according  to  Luke ' 
which  is  found  in  all  MSS.  of  the  four  Gospels.  For  the  quota- 
tions of  this  particular  Gospel  under  the  distinct  name  of  Luke  in 
the  extant  writings  of  the  Fathers  begin  so  late  that  they  cannot 
be  compared  in  antiquity  with  that  superscription ;  and  those 
known  to  us  may  probably  themselves  only  go  back  to  this  super- 
scription. We  thus  dep)end  almost  alone  on  this  sup>erscription."' 
Ewald  generally  does  consider  his  own  arbitrary  conjectures  "fully 
sufficient,"  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  in  this  case  any  one  who 
examines  this  evidence  will  agree  with  him.  He  himself  goes  on 
to  admit,  with  all  other  critics,  that  the  sup)erscriptions  to  our 
Gospels  do  not  proceed  from  the  authors  themselves,  but  were 
added  by  those  who  collected  them,  or  by  later  readers  to  distin- 
guish them.  There  was  no  author's  name  attached  to  Marcion's 
Gospel,  as  we  learn  from  Tertullian.3  Chrysostom  very  distinctly 
asserts  that  the  Evangelists  did  not  inscribe  their  names  at  the 
head  of  their  works,*  and  he  recognises  that,  but  for  the  authority 
of  the  primitive  Church  which  added  those  names,  the  superscrip- 
tions could  not  have  proved  the  authorship  of  the  Gospels.  He 
conjectures  that  the  sole  superscription  which  may  have  been  placed 

'  Cf.  Eusebius, //.  ^.,  iii.  4;  Ilieron.,  devir.  ilL  7.  We  need  not  discuss 
the  views  which  attributes  to  Luke  the  translation  or  authorship  of  the  Ep.  to  the 
Hebrews. 

»  Ewald,  lahrb,  bibL  fViss.,  1857,  1858,  ix.,  p.  55. 

3  j4dv.  Marc,  iv.  2.  *  Hom,  i.  in.  Epist.  ad.  Rotn, 
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by  the  author  of  the  first  Synoptic  was  simply  cvayycXtoi/.'  It 
might  be  argued,  and  indeed  has  been,  that  the  inscription  Kara 
AovKaVy  "  according  to  Luke,"  instead  of  cuayycAtov  Aovko, 
"  Gospel  of  Luke,"  does  not  actually  indicate  that  "  Luke  "  wrote 
the  work,  any  more  than  the  superscription  to  the  Gospels, 
"according  to  the  Hebrews"  {Ka$*  ^Eppaiovs),  "according  to 
the  Egyptians"  {Kar  AiyvTrrtovs),  has  reference  to  authorship. 
The  Epistles,  on  the  contrary,  are  directly  connected  with  their 
writers,  in  the  genitive,  IlavXov,  liirpov,  and  so  on.  This  point, 
however,  we  merely  mention  en  pussant.  By  his  own  admission, 
therefore,  the  superscription  is  simply  tradition  in  another  form ; 
but,  instead  of  carrying  us  further  back,  the  superscription  on  the 
most  ancient  extant  MSS.,  as  for  instance  the  Sinaitic  and  Vatican 
Codices  of  the  Gospels,  does  not  on  the  most  sanguine  estimate  of 
their  age  date  earlier  than  the  fourth  century.  As  for  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles,  the  book  is  not  ascribed  to  Luke  in  a  single  uncial 
MS.,  and  it  only  begins  to  appear  in  various  forms  in  later  codices. 
The  variation  in  the  titles  of  the  Gospels  and  Acts  in  different 
MSS.  alone  shows  the  uncertainty  of  the  superscription.  It  is  clear 
that  the  "one  ground"  upon  which  Ewald  admits  that  the 
evidence  for  Luke's  authorship  is  based  is  nothing  but  sand,  and 
cannot  support  his  tower.  He  is  on  the  slightest  consideration 
thrown  back  upon  the  quotations  of  the  Fathers,  which  begin  too 
late  for  the  purpose ;  and  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  the  ascrip- 
tion of  the  third  Gospel  and  Acts  to  Luke  rests  solely  upon  late 
and  unsupported  tradition. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  three 
passages  in  the  Pauline  Epistles  quoted  above,  we  know  absolutely 
nothing  about  Luke.  As  we  have  mentioned,  it  has  even  been 
doubted  whether  the  designation,  "  the  beloved  physician,"  in  the 
Epistle  to  the  Colossians,  iv.  14,  does  not  distinguish  a  different 
Luke  from  the  person  of  that  name  in  the  Epistles  to  Philemon 
and  Timothy.  If  this  were  the  case,  our  information  would  be 
further  reduced  ;  but  supposing  that  the  same  Luke  is  referred  to, 
what  does  our  information  amount  to?  Nothing  but  the 
fact  that  a  person  named  Luke  was  represented  by  the  writer 
of  these  letters,"  whoever  he  was,  to  have  been  with  Paul  in  Rome, 
and  that  he  was  known  to  the  Church  of  Colossae.  There  is  no 
evidence  that  this   Luke  had   been  a  travelling  companion  of 

'  Horn.  i.  in  Matt.  Grotius  considers  that  the  ancient  heading  was  61)0776 Xioi' 
'Ii;<rov  Xpurrcify  as  in  some  MSS.  of  our  second  Synoptic  (Annot.  in  M  7"., 
L,  p.  7).     So  also  Bertholdt,  Bin/.,  iii.,  p.  1095,  and  others. 

'  We  cannot  discuss  the  authenticity  of  these  Epistles  in  this  place,  nor 
is  it  very  important  that  we  should  do  so.  Neither  can  we  pause  to  consider 
whether  they  were  written  in  Rome,  as  a  majority  of  critics  think,  or  else- 
where. 
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Paul,  or  that  he  ever  wrote  a  line  concerning  him  or  had  com- 
posed a  Gospel.  He  is  not  mentioned  in  Epistles  written 
during  this  journey,  and  the  rarity  and  meagreness  of  the  refer- 
ences to  him  would  much  rather  indicate  that  he  had  not  taken 
any  distinguished  part  in  the  proclamation  of  the  Gos()el.  If 
Luke  be  o  larphs  6  dyairrjros,  and  be  numbered  amongst  the 
Apostle's  <rvv€pyol^  .Tychicus  is  equally  "  the  beloved  brother  and 
faithful  minister  and  fellow-servant  in  the  Lord."*  Onesimus  the 
"  fisuthful  and  beloved  brother,"'  and  Aristarchus,  Mark  the  cousin 
of  Barnabas,  Justus  and  others,  are  likewise  his  (rvv€pyoi^  There 
is  no  evidence,  in  fact,  that  Paul  was  acquainted  with  Luke  earlier 
than  during  his  imprisonment  in  Rome,  and  he  seems  markedly 
excluded  from  the  Apostle's  work  and  company  by  such  passages 
as  2  Cor.  i.  19.  The  simple  theory  that  Luke  wrote  the  Acts 
supplies  all  the  rest  of  the  tradition  of  the  Fathers,  as  we  have  seen 
in  the  case  of  Irenaeus,  and  to  this  mere  tradition  we  are  confined 
in  the  total  absence  of  more  ancient  testimony. 

The  traditional  view,  which  long  continued  to  prevail  undisturbed, 
and  has  been  widely  held  up  to  our  own  day,  represents  Luke  as 
the  author  of  the  Acts,  and,  in  the  passages  where  the  first  person 
is  employed,  considers  that  he  indicates  himself  as  an  actor  and 
eye-witness.  These  passages,  where  -qfUis  is  introduced,  present 
a  curious  problem  which  has  largely  occupied  the  attention  of 
critics,  and  it  has  been  the  point  most  firmly  disputed  in  the  long 
controversy  regarding  the  authorship  of  the  Acts.  Into  this 
literary  labyrinth  we  must  not  be  tempted  to  enter  beyond  a  very 
short  way  ;  for,  however  interesting  the  question  may  be  in  itself, 
we  are  left  so  completely  to  conjecture  that  no  result  is  possible 
which  can  materially  affect  our  inquiry,  and  we  shall  only  refer  to 
it  sufficiently  to  illustrate  the  uncertainty  which  prevails  r^arding 
the  authorship.  We  shall,  however,  supply  abundant  references 
for  those  who  care  more  minutely  to  pursue  the  subject. 

After  the  narrative  of  the  Acts  has,  through  fifteen  chapters, 
proceeded  uninterruptedly  in  the  third  person,  an  abrupt  change 
to  the  first  person  plural  occurs  in  the  sixteenth  chapter.^  Paul, 
and  at  least  Timothy,  are  represented  as  going  through  Phrygia 
and  Galatia,  and  at  length  "  they  came  down  to  Troas,"  where  a 
vision  apf>ears  to  Paul  beseeching  him  to  come  over  into  Mace- 
donia. Then,  xvi.  10,  proceeds :  "  And  after  he  saw  the  vision, 
immediately  we  endeavoured  (cfi/n^o-a/xcv)  to  go  forth  into 
Macedonia,  concluding  that  God  had  called  us  (^fwis)  to  preach 

'  6  dyairrjrbs  ddeX^s  Kcd  irunbi  didKOPOs  xal  ff^dovXos  iv  KvpUfi.     Coloss. 

iv.  7. 

»  Coloss.  iv.  9.  3  16. y  iv.  10,  ii  ;  Philem.  23,  24, 

^  It  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  whether  xiv.  22  belongs  to  the  iffitii  sections 

or  not. 
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the  Gospel  unto  them."  After  verse  1 7  the  direct  form  of  narra- 
tive is  as  suddenly  dropped  as  it  was  taken  up,  and  does  not 
reappear  until  xx.  5,  when,  without  explanation,  it  is  resumed  and 
continued  for  ten  verses.  It  is  then  again  abandoned,  and  recom- 
menced in  xxi.  1-18,  and  xxvii.  i,  xxviii.  16. 

It  is  argued  by  those  who  adopt  the  traditional  view  that  it 
would  be  an  instance  of  unparalleled  negligence,  in  so  careful  a 
writer  as  the  author  of  the  third  Synoptic  and  Acts,  to  have  com- 
posed these  sections  from  documents  lying  before  him,  written  by 
others,  leaving  them  in  the  form  of  a  narrative  in  the  first  person, 
whilst  the  rest  of  his  work  was  written  in  the  third,  and  that,  with- 
out doubt,  he  would  have  assimilated  such  portions  to  the  form  of 
the  rest.  On  the  other  hand,  he  himself  makes  distinct  use 
of  the  first  person  in  Luke  i.  1-3  and  Acts  i.  i,  and  consequently 
prepares  the  reader  to  expect  that,  where  it  is  desirable,  he  will 
resume  the  direct  mode  of  communication  ;  and  in  support  of 
this  supposition  it  is  asserted  that  the  very  same  peculiarities  of 
style  and  language  exist  in  the  *J/x^s  passages  as  in  the  rest  of 
the  work.  The  adoption  of  the  direct  form  of  narrative,  in  short, 
merely  indicates  that  the  author  himself  was  present  and  an  eye- 
witness of  what  he  relates,  and  that  writing  as  he  did  for  the 
information  of  Theophilus,  who  was  well  aware  of  his  personal 
participation  in  the  journeys  he  records,  it  was  not  necessary  for 
him  to  give  any  explanation  of  his  occasional  use  of  the  first 
person. 

Is  the  abrupt  and  singular  introduction  of  the  first  person  in 
these  particular  sections  of  his  work,  without  a  word  of  explana- 
tion, more  intelligible  and  reasonable  upon  the  traditional  theory 
of  their  being  by  the  author  himself  as  an  eye-witness  ?  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  maintained,  the  phenomenon  on  that  hypothesis 
becomes  much  more  inexplicable.  On  examining  the  vft€*5 
sections  it  will  be  observed  that  they  consist  almost  entirely  of  an 
itinerary  of  journeys,  and  that,  while  the  chronology  of  the  rest  of 
the  Acts  is  notably  uncertain  and  indefinite,  these  passages  enter 
into  the  minutest  details  of  daily  movements  (xvi.  11,  12 ;  xx.  6, 
7,  II,  15;  xxi.  I,  4,  5,  7,  8,  10,  18;  xxvii.  2;  xxviii.  7,  12,  14); 
of  the  route  pursued,  and  places  through  which  often  they 
merely  pass  (xvi.  11,  12 ;  xx.  5,  6,  13,  15  ;  xxi.  1-3,  7  ;  xxvii.  2  f.; 
xxviii.  11-15),  and  record  the  most  trifling  circumstances  (xvi.  12; 
XX.  13;  xxi.  2,  3,  15;  xxviii.  2,  11).  The  distinguishing  feature 
of  these  sections,  in  fact,  is  generally  asserted  to  be  the  stamp  which 
they  bear,  above  all  other  parts  of  the  Acts,  of  intimate  personal 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances  related. 

Is  it  not,  however,  exceedingly  remarkable  that  the  author  of 
the  Acts  should  intrude  his  own  personality  merely  to  record  these 
minute  details  of  voyages  and  journeys — that  his  appearance  as 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


592  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 


an  eye-witness  should  be  almost  wholly  limited  to  the  itinerary  of 
Paul's  journeys  and  to  portions  of  his  history  which  are  of  very 
subordinate  interest?  The  voyage  and  shipwreck  are  thus 
narrated  with  singular  minuteness  of  detail,  but  if  we  consider 
the  matter  for  a  moment,  it  will  become  apparent  that  this 
elaboration  of  the  narrative  is  altogether  disproportionate  to 
the  importance  of  the  voyage  in  the  history  of  the  early 
Church.  The  traditional  view,  indeed,  is  fatal  to  the  claims 
of  the  Acts  as  testimony  for  the  great  mass  of  miracles  it  contains, 
for  the  author  is  only  an  eye-witness  of  what  is  comparatively  un- 
important and  commonplace.  The  writer's  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  history  of  Paul,  and  his  claim  to  participation  in  his  work, 
begin  and  end  with  his  actual  journeys.  VV^ith  very  few  excep- 
tions, as  soon  as  the  Apostle  stops  anywhere,  he  ceases  to  speak 
as  an  eye-witness,  and  relapses  into  vagueness  and  the  third  person. 
At  the  very  time  when  minuteness  of  detail  would  have  been  most 
interesting,  he  ceases  to  be  minute.  A  very  long  and  important 
period  of  Paul's  life  is  covered  by  the  narrative  between  xvi.  lo, 
where  the  t/zwis  sections  begin,  and  xxviii.  i6,  where  they  end ; 
but,  although  the  author  goes  with  such  extraordinary  detail  into 
the  journeys  to  which  they  are  confined,  how  bare  and  unsatisfac- 
tory is  the  account  of  the  rest  of  Paul's  career  during  that  time ! 
How  eventful  that  career  must  have  been  we  learn  from  2  Cor.  xi. 
23-26.  In  any  case,  the  author  who  could  be  so  minute  in  his 
Becord  of  an  itinerary,  apparently  could  not,  or  would  not,  be 
minute  in  his  account  of  more  important  matters  in  his  history. 
In  the  few  verses,  ix.  1-30,  chiefly  occupied  by  an  account  of 
Paul's  conversion,  is  comprised  all  that  the  author  has  to  tell  of 
three  years  of  the  Apostle's  life,  and  into  xi.  19-xiv.  are  com- 
pressed the  events  of  fourteen  years  of  his  histor)^  (cf.  Gal.  ii.  i). 
If  the  author  of  those  portions  be  the  same  writer  who  is  so 
minute  in  his  daily  itinerary  in  the  Ty/x€ts  sections,  his  sins  of 
omission  and  commission  are  of  a  very  startling  character.  To 
say  nothing  more  severe  here,  upon  the  traditional  theory  he  is  an 
elaborate  trifler. 

Does  the  use  of  the  first  person  in  Luke  i.  1-3  and'  Acts.  i.  i  in 
any  way  justify  or  prepare  the  way  for  the  sudden  and  unexplained 
introduction  of  the  first  person  in  the  sixteenth  chapter  ?  Certainly 
not  The  cyw  in  these  passages  is  used  solely  in  the  personal 
address  to  Theophilus,  is  limited  to  the  brief  explanation  contained 
in  what  may  be  called  the  dedication  or  preface,  and  is  at  once 
dropped  when  the  history  begins.  If  the  prologue  of  the  Gospel 
be  applied  to  the  Acts,  moreover,  the  use  of  earb'er  documents  is 
at  once  implied,  which  would  rather  justify  the  supposition  that 
these  passages  are  part  of  some  diary,  from  which  the  general 
editor  made  extracts.     Besides,  there  is  no  explanation  in  the  Acts 
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which,  in  the  slightest  degree,  connects  the  cyw  with  the  -qfitls- 
To  argue  that  explanation  was  unnecessary,  as  Theophilus  and 
early  readers  were  well  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  the  author 
was  a  fellow-traveller  with  the  Apostle,  and,  therefore,  at  once 
understood  the  meaning  of  "  We,"  would  destroy  the  utility  of  the 
direct  form  of  communication  altogether ;  for,  if  Theophilus  knew 
this,  there  was  obviously  no  need  to  introduce  the  first  person  at 
all  in  so  abrupt  and  singular  a  way,  more  especially  to  chronicle 
minute  details  of  journeys  which  possess  comparatively  little 
interest.  Moreover,  writing  for  Theophilus,  we  might  reasonably 
expect  that  he  should  have  stated  where  and  when  he  became 
associated  with  Paul,  and  explained  the  reasons  why  he  again  left 
and  rejoined  him.  Ewald  suggests  that  possibly  the  author 
intended  to  have  indicated  his  name  more  distinctly  at  the  end  of 
his  work ;'  but  this  merely  shows  that,  argue  as  he  will,  he  feels 
the  necessity  for  such  an  explanation.  The  conjecture  is  negatived, 
however,  by  the  fact  that  no  name  is  subsequently  added.  As  in 
the  case  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  of  course,  the  "incomparable 
modesty  "  theory  is  suggested  as  the  reason  why  the  author  does 
not  mention  his  own  name,  and  explain  the  adoption  of  the  first 
person  in  the  ijftcis  passages ;  but  to  base  theories  such  as  this 
upon  the  modesty  or  elevated  views  of  a  perfectly  unknown 
writer  is  obviously  too  arbitrary  a  proceeding  to  be  permissible. 
There  is,  besides,  exceedingly  little  modesty  in  a  writer  forcing 
himself  so  unnecessarily  into  notice,  for  he  does  not  represent 
himself  as  taking  any  active  part  in  the  events  narrated ;  and,  as 
the  mere  chronicler  of  days  of  sailing  and  arriving,  he  might  well 
have  remained  impersonal  to  the  end. 

On  the  other  hand,  supposing  the  general  editor  of  the  Acts  to 
have  made  use  of  written  sources  of  information,  and,  amongst 
others,  of  the  diary  of  a  companion  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  it  is  not  so 
strange  that,  for  one  reason  or  another,  he  should  have  allowed  the 
original  direct  form  of  communication  to  stand  whilst  incorpo- 
rating parts  of  it  with  his  work.  Instances  have  been  pointed  out 
in  which  a  similar  retention  of  the  first  or  third  person,  in  a 
narrative  generally  written  otherwise,  is  accepted  as  the  indication 
of  a  different  written  source,  as,  for  instance,  in  Ezra  vii.  2  7-ix. ; 
Nehemiah  viii.-x. ;  in  the  Book  of  Tobit  i.  1-3,  iii.  7  f.,  and 
other  places ;'  and  Schwanbeck  has  pointed  out  many  instances  of 
a  similar  kind  amongst  the  chroniclers  of  the  Middle  Ages.3 
There  are  various  ways  in  which  the  retention  of  the  first  person 
in  these  sections,  supposing  them  to  have  been  derived  from  some 

'  GescA.  d.  V.  Isr.y  vi.,  p.  34,  anm.  i  ;  Jahrh.  bib!.  fViss.,  ix.,  p.  52. 
»  Ewald,   Gasck.  d.    V,   Isr.,  1864,  i.,  p.  278;    Hilgenfeld,  Rinl.  N.  71, 
p.  607. 
3  Queden  d.  Schr.  des  Lukas,  i.,  p.  188  f. 

2Q 
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Other  written  source,  might  be  explained.  The  simple  suppo- 
sition that  the  author,  either  through  carelessness  or  oversight, 
allowed  the  ij/x€is  to  stand  is  not  excluded ;  and,  indeed,  some 
critics  maintain  both  the  third  Gospel  and  the  Acts  to  be 
composed  of  materials  derived  from  various  sources  and  put 
together  with  little  care  or  adjustment.  The  author  might 
also  have  inserted  these  fragments  of  the  diary  of  a  fellow- 
traveller  of  Paul,  and  retained  the  original  form  of  the  document 
to  strengthen  the  apparent  credibility  of  his  own  narrative ;  or,  as 
many  critics  believe,  he  may  have  allowed  the  first  person  of  the 
original  document  to  remain,  in  order  himself  to  assume  the 
character  of  eye-witness,  and  of  companion  of  the  Apostle.  As 
we  shall  see  in  the  course  of  our  examination  of  the  Acts,  the 
general  procedure  of  the  author  is  by  no  means  of  a  character  to 
discredit  such  an  explanation. 

We  shall  not  enter  into  any  discussion  of  the  sources  from 
which  critics  maintain  that  the  author  compiled  his  work.  It  is 
sufficient  to  say  that,  whilst  some  profess  to  find  definite  traces 
of  many  documents,  few  if  any  deny  that  the  writer  made 
more  or  less  use  of  earlier  materials.  It  is  quite  true  that  the 
characteristics  of  the  general  author's  style  are  found  throughout 
the  whole  work.  The  Acts  are  no  mere  aggregate  ofscn^s 
collected  and  rudely  joined  together,  but  the  work  of  one  author, 
in  the  sense  that  whatever  materials  he  may  have  used  for  its 
composition  were  carefully  assimilated,  and  subjected  to  thorough 
and  systematic  revision  to  adapt  them  to  his  purpose.  But  how- 
ever completely  this  process  was  carried  out,  and  his  materials 
interpenetrated  by  his  own  peculiarities  of  style  and  language,  he 
did  not  succeed  in  entirely  obliterating  the  traces  of  independent 
written  sources.  Some  writers  maintain  that  there  is  a  very 
apparent  difference  between  the  first  twelve  chapters  and  the 
remainder  of  the  work,  and  profess  to  detect  a  much  more 
Hebraistic  character  in  the  language  of  the  earlier  portion, 
although  this  is  not  received  without  demur.  As  regards  the 
i}ft€?s  sections,  whilst  it  is  admitted  that  these  fragments  have 
in  any  case  been  much  manipulated  by  the  general  editor,  and 
largely  contain  his  general  characteristics  of  language,  it  is  at  the 
same  time  affirmed  that  they  present  distinct  foreign  peculiarities, 
which  betray  a  borrowed  document.  Even  critics  who  maintain 
the  rjfiels  sections  to  be  by  the  same  writer  who  composed  the 
rest  of  the  book  point  out  the  peculiarly  natural  character  and 
minute  knowledge  displayed  in  these  passages,  as  distinguishing 
them  from  the  rest  of  the  Acts.  This,  of  course,  they  attribute  to 
the  fact  that  the  author  there  relates  his  personal  experiences ; 
but  even  with  this  explanation  it  is  apparent  that  all  who  maintain 
the  traditional  view  do  recognise  peculiarities  in  these  sections, 
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by  which  they  justify  the  ascription  of  them  to  an  eye-witness. 
For  the  reasons  which  have  been  very  briefly  indicated,  therefore, 
and  upon  other  strong  grounds,  some  of  which  will  be  presently 
stated,  a  very  large  mass  of  the  ablest  critics  have  concluded  that 
the  iyft€ts  sections  were  not  composed  by  the  author  of  the 
rest  of  the  Acts,  but  that  they  are  part  of  the  diary  of  some  com- 
panion of  the  Apostle  Paul,  of  which  the  author  of  Acts  made 
use  for  his  work,  and  that  the  general  writer  of  the  work,  and  con- 
sequently of  the  third  Synoptic,  was  not  Luke  at  all. 

A  careful  study  of  the  contents  of  the  Acts  cannot,  we  thinTc, 
leave  any  doubt  that  the  work  could  not  have  been  written  by  any 
companion  or  intimate  friend  of  the  Apostle  Paul.  In  here 
briefly  indicating  some  of  the  reasons  for  this  statement,  we  shall 
be  under  the  necessity  of  anticipating,  without  much  explanation 
or  argument,  points  which  will  be  more  fully  discussed  further  on, 
and  which  now,  stated  without  preparation,  may  not  be  sufficiently 
clear  to  some  readers.  They  may  hereafter  seem  more  conclusive. 
It  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  a  friend  or  companion  could 
have  written  so  unhistorical  and  defective  a  history  of  the  Apostle's 
life  and  teaching.  The  Pauline  Epistles  are  nowhere  directly 
referred  to,  but  where  we  can  compare  the  narrative  and  represen- 
tations of  Acts  with  the  statements  of  the  Apostle  they  are  strik- 
ingly contradictory.  His  teaching  in  the  one  scarcely  presents  a 
trace  of  the  strong  and  clearly  defined  doctrines  of  the  other,  and 
the  character  and  conduct  of  the  Paul  of  Acts  are  altogether  dif- 
ferent from  those  of  Paul  of  the  Epistles.  According  to  Paul 
himself  (Gal.  i.  16-18),  after  his  conversion  he  communicated  not 
with  flesh  and  blood,  neither  went  up  to  Jerusalem  to  those  who 
were  apostles  before  him,  but  immediately  went  away  into  Arabia, 
and  returned  to  Damascus,  and  only  after  three  years  he  went  up 
to  Jerusalem  to  visit  Cephas,  and  abode  with  him  fifteen  days, 
during  which  visit  none  other  of  the  Apostles  did  he  see  "  save 
James,  the  brother  of  the  Lord."  If  assurance  of  the  correctness 
of  these  details  were  required,  Paul  gives  it  by  adding  (v.  20) : 
"  Now  the  things  which  I  am  writing  to  you,  behold  before  God  I 
lie  not."  According  to  Acts  (ix.  19-30),  however,  the  facts  are 
quite  different.  Paul  immediately  begins  to  preach  in  Damascus, 
does  not  visit  Arabia  at  all,  but,  on  the  contrary,  goes  to  Jerusalem, 
where,  under  the  protection  of  Barnabas  (v.  26,  27),  he  is  intro- 
duced to  the  Apostles,  and  "  was  with  them  going  in  and  out." 
According  to  Paul  (Gal.  i.  22),  his  face  was  after  that  unknown 
unto  the  churches  of  Judaea,  whereas,  according  to  Acts,  not  only 
was  he  "  going  in  and  out "  at  Jerusalem  with  the  Apostles,  but 
(ix.  29)  preached  boldly  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  (Acts  xxvi. 
20)  "  in  Jerusalem  and  throughout  all  the  region  of  Judaea  "  he 
urged  to  repentance.    According  to  Paul  (Gal.  ii.  i  f.),  after  fourteen 
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years  he  went  up  again  to  Jerusalem  with  Barnabas  and  Titus, 
"according  to  a  revelation,"  and  "privately"  communicated  his 
Gospel  "  to  those  who  seemed  to  be  something,"  as,  with  some 
irony,  he  calls  the  Apostles.  In  words  still  breathing  irritation 
and  determined  independence,  Paul  relates  to  the  Galatians  the 
particulars  of  that  visit — how  great  pressure  had  been  exerted  to 
compel  Titus,  though  a  Greek,  to  be  circumcised,  "that  they 
might  bring  us  into  bondage,"  to  whom  "  not  even  for  an  hour 
did  we  yield  the  required  subjection."  He  protests,  with  proud 
independence,  that  the  Gospel  which  he  preaches  was  not  received 
from  man  (Gal.  i.  ii,  12),  but  revealed  to  him  by  God  (verses  15, 
16);  and  during  this  visit  (ii.  6,  7)  "from  those  seeming  to  be 
something  (rtav  SoKovvrtav  etvai  ri),  whatsoever  they  were  it 
maketh  no  matter  to  me — God  accepteth  not  man's  person — for 
to  me  those  who  seemed  (ot  8oKovvr€s)  communicated  nothing 
additional."  According  to  Acts,  after  his  conversion  Paul  is 
taught  by  a  man  named  Ananias  what  he  must  do  (ix.  6,  xxii.  10); 
he  makes  visits  to  Jerusalem  (xi.  30,  xii.  25,  etc.),  which  are  ex- 
cluded by  Paul's  own  explicit  statements ;  and  a  widely  different 
report  is  given  (xv.  i  f.)  of  the  second  visit.  Paul  does  not  go, 
"according  to  a  revelation,"  but  is  deputed  by  the  Church  of 
Antioch,  with  Barnabas,  in  consequence  of  disputes  regarding  the 
circumcision  of  Gentiles,  to  lay  the  case  before  the  Apostles  and 
Elders  at  Jerusalem.  It  is  almost  impossible  in  the  account  here 
given  of  proceedings  characterised  throughout  by  perfect  harmony, 
forbearance,  and  unanimity  of  views,  to  recognise  the  visit  de- 
scribed by  Paul.  Instead  of  being  private,  the  scene  is  a  general 
council  of  the  Church.  The  fiery  independence  of  Paul  is  trans- 
formed into  meekness  and  submission.  There  is  not  a  word  of 
the  endeavour  to  compel  him  to  have  Titus  circumcised — all  is 
peace  and  undisturbed  goodwill.  Peter  pleads  the  cause  of  Paul, 
and  is  more  Pauline  in  his  sentiments  than  Paul  himself,  and  in 
the  very  presence  of  Paul  claims  to  have  been  selected  by  God  to 
be  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  (xv.  7-1 1).  Not  a  syllable  is  said  of 
the  scene  at  Antioch  shortly  after  (Gal.  ii.  11  f.),  so  singularly  at 
variance  with  the  proceedings  of  the  council,  when  Paul  withstood 
Cephas  to  the  face.  Then,  who  would  recognise  the  Paul  of  the 
Epistles  in  the  Paul  of  Acts,  who  makes  such  repeated  journeys  to 
Jerusalem  to  attend  Jewish  feasts  (xviii.  21,'  xix.  21,  xx.  16,  xxiv. 
II,  17,  18) ;  who,  in  his  journeys,  halts  on  the  days  when  a  Jew 
may  not  travel  (xx.  5,  6) ;  who  shaves  his  head  at  Cenchrea 
because  of  a  vow  (xviii.  18) ;  who,  at  the  recommendation  of  the 
Apostles,  performs  that  astonishing  act  of  Nazariteship  in  the 

*  The  Sinaitic,  Vatican,  and  Alexandrian,  with  other  ancient  codices,  omit  : 
**  I  mast  by  all  means  keep  this  feast  that  cometh  in  Jerusalem." 
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Temple  (xxi.  23),  and  afterwards  follows  it  up  by  a  defence  of  such 
"excellent  dissembling"  (xxiii.  6,  xxiv.  11  f.);  who  circumcises 
Timothy,  the  son  of  a  Greek  and  of  a  Jewess,  with  his  own  hands 
(xvi.  1-3,  cf.  Gal.  V.  2);  and  who  is  so  little  the  apostle  of  the 
uncircumcision  that  he  only  tardily  goes  to  the  Gentiles  when 
rejected  by  the  Jews  (cf.  xviii.  6).  Paul  is  not  only  robbed  of  the 
honour  of  being  the  first  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  which  is  con- 
ferred upon  Peter,  but  the  writer  seems  to  avoid  even  calling  him 
an  apostle  at  all,  the  only  occasions  upon  which  he  does  so  being 
indirect  (xiv.  4,  14) ;  and  the  title  equally  applied  to  Barnabas, 
whose  claim  to  it  is  more  than  doubted.  The  passages  in  which 
this  occurs,  moreover,  are  not  above  suspicion,  "the  Apostles" 
being  omitted  in  Cod.  D.  (Bezae)  from  xiv.  14.  The  former  verse 
in  that  codex  has  important  variations  from  other  MSS. 

If  we  cannot  believe  that  the  representation  actually  given  of 
Paul  in  the  Acts  could  proceed  from  a  friend  or  companion  of  the 
Apostle,  it  is  equally  impossible  that  such  a  person  could  have 
written  his  history  with  so  many  extraordinary  imperfections  and 
omissions.  We  have  already  pointed  out  that  between  chs.  ix.-xiv. 
are  compressed  the  events  of  seventeen  of  the  most  active  years 
of  the  Apostle's  life,  and  also  that  a  long  period  is  comprised 
within  the  rjfjL&s  sections,  during  which  such  minute  details  of 
the  daily  itinerary  are  given.  The  incidents  reported,  however, 
are  quite  disproportionate  to  those  which  are  omitted.  We  have 
no  record,  for  instance,  of  his  visit  to  Arabia  at  so  interesting  a 
portion  of  his  career  (Gal.  i.  17),  although  the  particulars  of  his 
conversion  are  repeated  with  singular  variations  no  less  than  three 
times  (ix.,  xxii.,  xxvi.) ;  nor  of  his  preaching  in  lUyria  (Rom. 
XV.  19);  nor  of  the  incident  referred  to  in  Rom.  xvi.  3,  4. 
The  momentous  adventures  in  the  cause  of  the  Gosf)el 
spoken  of  in  2  Cor.  xi.  23  f.  receive  scarcely  any  illustration  in 
Acts,  nor  is  any  notice  taken  of  his  fighting  with  wild  beasts  at 
Ephesus  (i  Cor.  xv.  32),  which  would  have  formed  an  episode  full 
of  serious  interest.  What,  again,  was  "the  affliction  which 
happened  in  Asia,"  which  so  overburdened  even  so  energetic  a 
nature  as  that  of  the  Apostle  that  "he  despaired  even  of 
life"?  (2  Cor.  ii.  8  f.).  Some  light  upon  these  points  might 
reasonably  have  been  expected  from  a  companion  of  Paul.  Then, 
xvii.  14-16,  xviii.  5,  contradict  i  Thess.  iii.  i,  2,  in  a  way  scarcely 
possible  in  such  a  companion,  present  with  the  Apostle  at  Athens  ; 
and  in  like  manner  the  representation  in  xxviii.  17-22  is  incon- 
sistent with  such  a  person,  ignoring  as  it  does  the  fact  that  there 
already  was  a  Christian  Church  in  Rome  (Ep.  to  Romans).  We 
do  not  refer  to  the  miraculous  elements  so  thickly  spread  over  the 
narrative  of  the  Acts,  and  especially  in  the  episode  xvi.  25  f.,  which 
is  inserted  in  the  fiirst  ijftas  section,  as  irreconcilable   with   the 
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character  of  an  eye-witness,  because  it  is  precisely  the  miraculous 
portion  of  the  book  which  is  on  its  trial ;  but  we  may  ask  whether 
it  would  have  been  possible  for  such  a  friend,  acquainted  with  the 
Apostle's  representations  in  i  Cor.  xiv.  2  f.,  cf.  xii.-xiv.,  and  the 
phenomena  there  described,  to  speak  of  the  gift  of  **  tongues  "  at 
Pentecost  as  the  power  of  speaking  different  languages  (ii.  4-1 1, 
cf.  X.  46,  xix.  6)  ? 

It  will  readily  be  understood  that  we  have  here  merely  rapidly, 
and  by  way  of  illustration,  referred  to  a  few  of  the  points  which 
seem  to  preclude  the  admission  that  the  general  author  of  the  Acts 
could  be  an  eye-witness,  or  companion  of  the  Apostle  Paul ;  and 
this  will  become  more  apparent  as  we  proceed,  and  more  closely 
examine  the  contents  of  the  book.  VV'ho  that  author  was,  there 
are  now  no  means  of  ascertaining.  The  majority  of  critics  who 
have  most  profoundly  examined  the  problem  presented  by  the 
Acts,  however,  and  who  do  not  admit  Luke  to  be  the  general 
author,  are  agreed  that  the  author  compiled  the  ij/icis  sections  from 
a  diary  kept  by  some  companion  of  the  Apostle  Paul  during  the 
journeys  and  voyages  to  which  they  relate,  but  opinion  is  very 
divided  as  to  the  person  to  whom  that  diary  must  be  ascribed.  It 
is,  of  course,  recognised  that  the  various  theories  r^arding  his 
identity  are  merely  based  upon  conjecture,  but  they  have  long 
severely  exercised  critical  ingenuity.  A  considerable  party  adopt 
the  conclusion  that  the  diary  was  probably  written  by  Luke.  This 
theory  has  certainly  the  advantage  of  whatever  support  may  be 
derived  from  tradition ;  and  it  has  been  conjectured,  not  without 
probability,  that  this  diary,  being  either  written  by,  or  originally 
attributed  to,  Luke,  may  possibly  have  been  the  source  from  which, 
in  course  of  time,  the  whole  of  the  Acts,  and  consequently  the 
Gospel,  came  to  be  ascribed  to  Luke.  The  selection  of  a  com- 
paratively less  known  name  than  that  of  Timothy,  Titus,  or  Silas, 
for  instance,  may  thus  be  explained ;  but,  besides,  it  has  the  great 
advantage  that,  the  name  of  Luke  never  being  mentioned  in  the 
Acts,  he  is  not  exposed  to  criticism,  which  has  found  serious 
objections  to  the  claims  of  other  better  known  followers  of 
Paul. 

There  are  many  critics  who  find  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
accepting  Luke  as  the  author  of  the  "we"  sections,  and  who 
adopt  the  theory  that  they  were  probably  composed  by  Timothy. 
It  is  argued  that,  if  Luke  had  been  the  writer  of  this  diary, 
he  must  have  been  in  very  close  relarions  to "  Paul,  having 
been  his  companion  during  the  Apostle's  second  mission,  as 
well  as  during  the  later  European  journey,  and  finally  during 
the  eventful  voyage  of  Paul  as  a  prisoner  from  Ca^area  to 
Rome.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  natural  to  expect 
that   Paul   should   mention   him   in   his   earlier  epistles,  written 
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before  the  Roman  imprisonment,  but  this  he  nowhere  does.  For 
instance,  no  reference  is  made  to  Luke  in  either  of  the  letters 
to  the  Corinthians,  nor  in  those  to  the  Thessalonians ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  Timothy's  name,  together  with  that  of  Silvanus 
(or  Silas),  is  joined  to  Paul's  in  the  two  letters  to  the  Thessalonians, 
besides  being  mentioned  in  the  body  of  the  first  Epistle  (iii.  2,  6) ; 
and  he  is  repeatedly  and  affectionately  spoken  of  in  the  earlier 
letter  to  the  Corinthians  (i  Cor.  iv.  17,  xvi.  10),  and  his  name  is 
likewise  combined  with  the  Apostle's  in  the  second  Epistle 
(2  Cor.  i.  i),  as  well  as  mentioned  in  the  body  of  the  letter,  along 
with  that  of  Silvanus,  as  a  fellow-preacher  with  Paul.  In  the 
Epistle  to  the  Philippians,  later,  the  name  of  Luke  does  not  appear, 
although,  had  he  been  the  companion  of  the  Apostle  from  Troas, 
he  must  have  been  known  to  the  Philippians ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  Timothy  is  again  associated  in  the  opening  greeting  of  that 
Epistle.  Timothy  is  known  to  have  been  a  fellow-worker  with  the 
Apostle,  and  to  have  accompanied  him  in  his  missionary  journeys; 
and  he  is  repeatedly  mentioned  in  the  Acts  as  the  companion  of 
Paul,  and  the  first  occasion  is  precisely  where  the  rjfj^ts  sections 
commence.'  In  connection  with  Acts  xv.  40,  xvi.  3,  10,  it  is 
considered  that  Luke  is  quite  excluded  from  the  possibility  of 
being  the  companion  who  wrote  the  diary  we  are  discussing,  by 
the  Apostie's  own  words  in  2  Cor.  i.  19:  "For  the  Son  of  God, 
Christ  Jesus,  who  was  preached  among  you  by  us,  by  me  and 
Silvanus  and  Timothy,"  etc.  The  eye-witness  who  wrote  the 
journal  from  which  the  -qfj^ls  sections  are  taken  must  have  been 
with  the  Apostle  in  Corinth,  and,  it  is  of  course  always  asserted, 
must  have  been  one  of  his  crvvcpyot,  and  preached  the  Gospel.  Is 
it  possible,  on  the  supposition  that  this  fellow-labourer  was  Luke, 
that  the  Apostle  could  in  so  marked  a  manner  have  excluded  his 
name  by  clearly  defining  that  "us"  only  Aeant  himself  and 
Silvanus  and  Timothy  ?  Mayerhoff '  has  gone  even  fiirther  than 
the  critics  we  have  referred  to,  and  maintains  Timothy  to  be  the 
author  of  the  third  Synoptic  and  of  Acts. 

We  may  add  that  some  writers  have  conjectured  Silas  to 
be  the  author  of  the  rjfj^U  sections,  and  others  have  referred  them 
to  Titus.  It  is  evident  that,  whether  the  ^/x€ts  sections  be  by  the 
unknown  author  gf  the  rest  of  the  Acts  or  be  part  of  a  diary  by 
some  unknown  companion  of  Paul,  introduced  into  the  work  by 
the  general  editor,  they  do  not  solve  the  problem  as  to  the  identity 
of  the  author,  who  remains  absolutely  unknown. 

It  may  be  well  here  to  state  various  other  reasons  which  seem  to 
confirm  this  result,  and  to  indicate  a  later  date  than  is  usually 

'  xvi.  I  f.  ;  cf .  xvii.  14,  15 ;  xviii.  5 ;  xix.  22  ;  xx.  4. 
»  £inL  peir,  SchrifUn,  p.  6  f. 
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assigned  to  the  composition  both  of  the  third  Gospel  and  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles. 

We  learn  from  the  prolc^e  to  the  Gospel,  i  1-3,  that,  before 
it  was  composed,  a  considerable  evangelical  literature  had  already 
come  into  existence.  It  seems  evident,  from  the  expressions 
used,  that  the  generation  of  those  who,  as  eye-witnesses,  delivered 
(fl-a/x&xTOv)  the  reports  upon  which  the  Gospel  narratives  were 
based,  had  already  passed  away,  and  at  least  a  second  generation 
had  imdertaken  to  put  them  into  writing,  to  which,  at  the  v&ry 
most,  the  writer  may,  in  accordance  with  his  own  words,  have 
belonged.  It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  the  passage  by  no 
means  limits  us  to  close  proximity  in  time  between  the  writer  and 
those  who  delivered  the  substance  of  the  Gospel  narratives ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  in  representing  that  "  many "  had  previously 
undertaken  to  set  them  forth,  a  considerable  lapse  of  time  is 
necessarily  implied.  When  we  look  further  into  the  Gospel,  we 
find  unmistakable  indications  that  the  work  was  written  long  after 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  and  that  variations  introduced  into 
the  eschatological  speeches  put  into  the  mouth  of  Jesus  were 
modifications  after  the  event.  Let  the  reader  carefully  compare 
Matthew  xxiv.  15  f.,  Mark  xiii.  14  f.,  with  Luke  xxi.  20  f.,  where 
it  is  said,  verse  20,  "  And  when  ye  shall  see  Jerusalem,  compassed 
with  armies,  then  know  that  the  desolation  thereof  is  at  hand "; 
and  in  verse  24,  "  And  they  shall  fall  by  the  edge  of  the  sword, 
and  shall  be  led  captive  into  all  the  nations,  and  Jerusalem  shall 
be  trodden  by  Gentiles  until  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  be 
fulfilled."'  We  have  here  a  much  more  precise  statement  of  facts 
than  the  mysterious  reference  in  the  other  Synoptics  written 
at  an  early  period  after  the  fall  of  the  Holy  City.  The  destruction 
of  Jerusalem  not  only  has  taken  place,  but  the  place  has 
long  been  trodden  by  the  Gentiles.  Had  its  fall  only  been 
recent,  there  would  have  been  no  motive  for  postponing  the 
fulfilment  of  the  prophecy  ;  but  a  long  time  had  passed  away,  and 
there  was  no  immediate  prospect  of  change,  so  the  accomplishment 
was  assigned  to  the  vague  epoch  when  "  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  " 
should  be  "fulfilled."  In  the  first  two  Synoptics  the  second 
advent  and  the  end  of  all  things  are  closely  connected  with  the 
destruction  of  Jerusalem,  whereas  in  the  third  they  are  carefully 
separated.  The  first  Gospel  says,  xxiv.  29,  "And  immediately 
(€v6^<i>9)  after  the  tribulation  of  those  days  "  the  end  shall  come. 

*  In  Matt.  xxiv.  3  the  disciples  inquire  :  **  When  shall  these  things  be?  and 
what  the  sign  of  thy  coming  and  of  the  end  of  the  world  ?"  In  Lake  xxL  7  : 
"  When  shall  these  things  be  ?  and  what  the  sign  when  these  are  about  to 
come  to  pass  ?*'  The  words  quoted  in  the  text  from  xxi.  24  are  those  which, 
according  to  several,  determine  that  the  work  cannot  have  been  written 
afler  the  rebuilding  of  JElia.  Capitolina. 
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The  second  Synoptic  has,  xiii.  24,  "  But  in  these  days  (ev  €K€ivais 
ToTs  TffUfMis),  after  that  tribulation,"  etc.;  but  the  third  Gospel  no 
longer  connects  these  events  with  the  second  coining  (cf.  Luke 
xxi.  25),  but  rather  seems  to  oppose  the  representation  of  the  first 
Synoptic ;  for,  after  referring  to  the  wars  and  tumults  (Luke 
xxi.  9),  the  writer  adds,  "but  the  end  is  not  immediately  {ovk 
€v6€fDs)  ";  and  earlier  (xvii.  20  f.),  to  the  question  of  the  Pharisees, 
when  the  kingdom  of  God  should  come,  Jesus  replies :  "  The 
kingdom  of  God  cometh  not  with  observation,  nor  shall  they  say, 
Lo  here,  lo  there  !  for  behold,  the  kingdom  of  God  is  within  you." 
The  passage  in  Matt.  x.  23,  **  But  when  they  persecute  you  in 
this  city,  flee  into  the  other ;  for  verily  I  say  unto  you,  ye  shall 
not  have  gone  over  the  cities  of  Israel  till  the  Son  of  Man  be 
come,"  which  might  have  seemed  suitable  in  some  primitive  Gospel, 
from  which  probably  our  first  synoptist  derived  it,  has  now  lost 
all  significance,  and  is  altogether  omitted  by  the  third,  although  he 
evidently  wishes  to  give  the  discourses  of  Jesus  with  the  greatest 
fulness.  In  the  fourth  Gospel,  still  more,  all  such  sayings  are 
omitted,  as  no  longer  applicable  through  lapse  of  time.  The 
third  synoptist  likewise  omits  such  details  of  that  which  is  to  take 
place  after  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  as  are  given  in  the 
other  two  Gospels  (Matt,  xxi  v.  30,  31 ;  Mark  xiii.  27);  and  even 
the  words  of  the  first  and  second  Synoptics,  Matt  xxiv.  33, 
"  When  ye  shall  see  all  these  things,  know  that  he  is  near  at  the 
doors"  (cf.  Mark  xiii.  29),  are  modified  into  (xxi.  28),  "And 
when  these  things  begin  to  come  to  pass,  look  up  and  lift  up  your 
heads,  for  your  redemption  draweth  near";  ver.  31,  "When  ye 
shall  see  these  things  coming  to  pass,  know  that  the  kingdom  of  God 
is  near."  It  is  difficult  impartially  to  note  such  altogether  peculiar 
and  characteristic  alterations  of  these  eschatological  sayings, 
without  recognising  that  they  proceed  from  a  marked  change  in 
the  historical  circumstances  at  the  time  of  the  writer,  which 
rendered  such  modifications  necessary  to  preserve  the  significance 
of  the  prophecies.  That  these  variations  arose  from  such 
influence,  and  are  indicative  of  a  later  period,  is  a  fact  recognised 
by  able  critics  of  all  schools.  We  might  add  various  other 
passages  which  show,  by  their  modifications,  an  advanced  stage  of 
Christian  development  For  instance,  the  third  Synoptic  has, 
vi.  2 1 :  "  Blessed  are  ye  that  hunger  now,  for  ye  shall  be  filled ; 
blessed  are  ye  that  weep  now,  for  ye  shall  laugh.  22.  Blessed 
are  ye  when  men  shall  hate  you,  and  when  they  shall  separate 
you  from  their  company,  and  shall  reproach,  and  cast  out  your 
name  as  evil,  for  the  Son  of  Man's  sake  "  (cf.  Matt  v.  4,  6,  11). 
It  is  scarcely  possible  to  ignore  the  special  application  of 
these  passages  to  Christians  who  had  already  been  subjected  to 
persecutions  and    reproach,  not  only  in  the    insertion    of   the 
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significant  vvv,  but  still  more  in  verse  22  compared  with 
Matt.  V.  II.'  And,  again,  a  similar  modification  exists  in 
Luke  xii.  3.  The  first  Gospel  (x.  27)  has,  "  What  I  tell  you  in 
the  darkness  speak  in  the  light ;  and  what  ye  hear  in  the  ear, 
preach  upon  the  housetops."  This  is  altogether  omitted  by  the 
second  synoptist,  and  it  had  so  little  significance  left  for  the  third, 
when  Christianity,  which  had  once  been  taught  secretly  and  in 
private,  had  long  been  so  widely  preached  that  even  the  passage 
Matt.  X.  23  had  to  be  erased,  that  it  was  altered  to  (xii.  3): 
"  Therefore,  whatsoever  ye  said  (ciirarc)  in  the  darkness  shall  be 
heard  in  the  light ;  and  that  which  ye  spake  {iXah/ja-are)  in  the 
ear  in  the  closets  shall  be  proclaimed  upon  the  housetops." 

Along  with  these  alterations  and  modifications  which  directly 
tend  to  push  back  the  limits  of  the  prophecies,  and  yet  to 
leave  room  for  their  long-delayed  fulfilment,  the  third  synoptist 
still  retains  the  final  indication  of  the  first  and  second  Gospels,^ 
xxi.  32  :  "  Verily  I  say  unto  you  that  this  generation  (r}  y€y€a  avrq) 
shall  not  pass  away  till  all  be  fulfilled."  Whilst  the  ablest  critics, 
therefore,  to  a  great  extent  agree  that  the  variations  elsewhere 
introduced  by  the  third  synoptist  demonstrate  the  standpoint  of  a 
later  age,  a  difference  of  opinion  arises  as  to  how  far  back  the 
writer  could  be  removed  from  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  with- 
out exceeding  the  line  drawn,  in  the  verse  just  quoted,  by  the 
words  "  this  generation."  On  the  one  hand;  it  is  maintained  that 
many  of  that  generation,  who  had  been  direct  eye-witnesses  of  the 
appearance  of  Jesus,  must  still  have  been  alive  when  this  was 
written  to  justify  the  expression.  How  did  the  writer  interpret  the 
traditional  yevek  avrq,  which  he  still  retained,  within  which  the 
second  advent  was  to  take  place  ?  As  he  omitted  Matt.  x.  23  and 
modified  in  such  a  manner  the  eschatological  prophecies,  it  is 
obvious  that,  if  he  intelligently  retained  the  term  "this  generation," 
he  must  have  understood  it  in  its  widest  sense,  and  this  we  shall 
find  he  was  justified  in  doing  by  the  practice  of  the  time.  It  has 
been,  we  think,  clearly  proved  by  Baur  and  others3  that  the  word 
y€V€d  was  understood  to  express  the  duration  of  the  longest  life, 
like  the  I^tin  sacu/um^  Baur  rightly  argues  that  the  generation 
would  not  be  considered  as  "  passed  away  "  so  long  as  even  one  of 

'  Ew&id, /akrS.  bibl.  IViss.^  iii.,  p.  144. 

"  Cf.  Matt.  xxiv.  34 ;  Mark  xiii.  30. 

3  Baur,  Theol.Jahrb,,  1849,  p.  317  f.;  Hilgenfeld,  Die  Ew.  Justin's,  p.  367  f.; 
Die  Evangelien,  p.  212;  Einl.  N.  T.,  p.  609;  Zeller,  TheoL  Jahrb.,  1852, 
p.  229 ;  Die  Apostdgesch, ,  p.  467. 

*•  Baur  quotes  Censorinus,  a  writer  of  the  third  century  :  "  Saculum  est 
spatium  vita  humana  longissimum  partu  et  morte  definitum.  Quare  qui  annos 
triginta  samlum  putarunt,  multum  videntur  errasse  {De  die  Nat. ,  c.  17;  TheoL 
Jahrb.,  1849,  p.  318,  anm.  i). 
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that  generation  remained  alive.  Now,  the  fact  is,  as  he  points  out, 
that  if  the  Apostle  John  was  still  living  at  the  beginning  of  Trajan's 
reign*  the  date  of  his  death  being  commonly  set  a.d.  99-100, 
many  who  read  John  xxi.  23  long  after  that  period  may  very 
probably  have  supposed  him  to  be  still  alive.  Indeed,  that  passage 
of  the  fourth  Gospel,  indicative  of  a  belief  in  the  advent  within 
the  lifetime  of  the  Apostle,  has  a  direct  bearing  upon  the  interpre- 
tation which  we  are  discussing.  According  to  Hegesippus,'  again, 
Symeon  of  Jerusalem  was  martyred  under  Trajan  a.d.  107,  at  the 
age  of  1 20  years,  he  says,  and  he  was  one  of  the  "  generation  "  in 
question,  as  was  also  Ignatius,  if  the  tradition  regarding  him  is  to 
be  believed,  who  died  a  martyr  a.d.  115- 116.  Then  Quadratus, 
who  presented  an  Apology  to  the  Emperor  Hadrian  about 
A.D.  126,  states,  in  a  fragment  preserved  by  Eusebius,  that  some  of 
those  who  were  healed  by  Jesus  were  still  living  in  his  own  times." 
A  writer  at  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  second  century, 
therefore,  might  consider  that  the  generation  had  not  yet  passed 
away.  Hilgenfeld3  points  out  that  Irenaeus,  in  the  last  book  of 
his  great  work,  written  at  the  very  end  of  the  second  century, 
speaking  of  the  Apocalyptic  vision,  says :  **  For  it  is  not  a  long 
time  ago  it  was  seen,  but  nearly  in  our  own  generation  (ycvca), 
towards  the  end  of  Domitian's  (t  96)  reign. "*  Irenaeus,  therefore, 
speaks  of  something  which  he  supp>oses  to  happen  about  a  century 
before,  as  all  but  in  his  own  ycvca,  and  it  must  be  noted  that 
the  phrase  akXA  (rx€S6v  hrl  t^s  rjfxerepas  yevea?  is  rendered 
in  the  ancient  Latin  version :  ^''sed pene  sub  nostra  scrcuIo"  Another 
instance  occurs  in  the  remarks  of  Hegesippus  preserved  by 
Eusebius.  Hegesippus  says  that  the  Church  remained  pure  from 
heresy  till  the  generation  (ycvca)  of  those  who  had  heard  the 
Apostles  had  passed  away,5  and  this  he  dates  in  the  reign  of 
Trajan.  The  expression  in  Luke  xxi.  32  is  not,  we  think,  in  con- 
tradiction with  the  late  date  to  which  other  potent  considerations 
seem  to  assign  the  third  Synoptic.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  internal 
evidence  supplied  by  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  still  further  confirms 
the  indications  of  a  late  date  in  the  Gospel  itself. 

The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  being  the  Scirrcpo?  Xoyos,  of  course, 
it  was  composed  later  than  the  Gospel ;  and  there  is  good  reason 
for  believing  that  a  considerable  interval  occurred  before  the 
second  work  was  written.  According  to  the  traditional  view,  some 
ten  years  probably  elapsed  between  the  production  of  the  two 
works,  and  the  interval  could  certainly  not  well  be  less.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  author  not  only  repeats  particulars  of  the 

'  Eusebius,  II.  E.,  iii.,  32.        =*  lb,,  iv.  3.       3  />,>  Ew.  Justin's,  p.  367  f. 
*•  Ircnseus,  Adv.  Har.,  v.  30,  §  3  ;  Eusebius,  H.  E.,  iii.  18 ;  v.  8. 
5  Eusebius,  H.  E. ,  iii.  32. 
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Ascension,  but  that  the  account  of  it  which  is  given  in  Acts  i.  3-9 
differs  materially  from  that  of  the  Gospel.  The  names  of  the 
Twelve,  moreover,  are  detailed  (i.  1 3),  although  they  had  alf eady 
been  given  in  the  former  work,  vi.  14-16.  One  or  two  curious 
modifications  are  further  made,  which  certainly  indicate  a  more 
advanced  period.  The  author  represents  the  disciples  as  asking 
the  risen  Jesus  (i.  6) :  "  Lord,  dost  thou  at  this  time  restore  the 
kingdom  to  Israel  ?"  To  which  answer  is  made  :  **  It  is  not  for 
you  to  know  times  or  seasons  which  the  Father  appointed  by  his 
own  authority.  But  ye  shall  receive  power  through  the  coming 
upon  you  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  ye  shall  be  my  witnesses  both  in 
Jerusalem  and  in  all  Judaea  and  in  Samaria,  axid  unto  the  utter- 
most parts  of  the  earth."  Having  spoken  this,  Jesus  is  immedi- 
ately Hfted  up,  and  a  cloud  receives  him  out  of  their  sight  We 
believe  that  the  chief  motive  for  which  this  singular  episode  was 
introduced  was  to  correct  the  anticipations  raised  by  the  eschato- 
logical  prophecies  in  chap.  xxi.  of  the  Gospel.  These  prophecies 
had  already  been  modified,  as  we  have  seen,  to  suit  the  altered 
circumstances  of  the  times,  and  the  inconvenient  expression 
"  this  generation  "  is  quietly  removed.  There  is  no  longer  any 
definite  limitation  in  the  statement,  "  It  is  not  for  you  to  know 
times  or  seasons,"  accompanied  by  the  vista  of  testimony  to  be 
borne,  "unto  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth."  We  are  here, 
unmistakably,  in  the  second  century,  to  which  also  the  whole 
character  of  the  Acts  leads  us. 

There  is  an  allusion  to  Gaza  in  the  Acts  which  has  been  much 
discussed,  and  also  advanced  as  an  indication  of  date.  In  the 
account  of  the  conversion  of  the  Ethiopian  eunuch  the  angel  is 
represented  as  saying  to  Philip  (viii.  26) :  "  Arise  and  go  toward 
the  south,  unto  the  way  that  goeth  down  fi-om  Jerusalem  to  Gaza, 
which  is  desert  (avrrj  €<rTlv  l/w;/ios)."  The  city  of  Gaza,  after 
having  been  taken  and  destroyed  by  Alexander  the  Great,  was 
rebuilt  by  the  pro-consul  Gabinius'  (c.  58  B.C.),  but  it  was  again 
destroyed,  by  the  Jews  themselves,  shortly  before  the  siege  of 
Jerusalem.'  The  expression,  "  this  is  desert,"  may  grammatically 
be  applied  either  to  the  "way  "  or  to  " Gaza"  itself.  Those  who 
consider  that  l/cwy/iios  refers  to  Gaza,  of  course  understand  the 
word  as  describing  the  devastated  condition  of  the  place,  and 
some  of  them  argue  that,  as  the  latest  date  referred  to  in  Acts,  the 
two  years'  imprisonment  of  Paul,  carries  the  history  up  to  a.d.  64, 
and  the  destruction  of  Gaza  took  place  about  a.d.  66 — probably 
somewhat  later — the  description  was  applied  to  Gaza  by  the  author 
as  a  parenthetic  allusion,  its  destruction  being  quite  recent  at  the 
time   when   the  Acts   were  written.      On   the   other  side,  it  is 

'  Josephus,  AfUig,y  xiv.  5,  §  3.  ^  lb,  BelLJud.,  ii.  18,  §  i. 
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contended  that,  as  there  was  more  than  one  way — as  there  still  is — 
from  Jerusalem  to  Gaza,  the  angel  simply  indicated  the  particular 
way  by  which  Philip  was  to  go  so  as  to  meet  the  Ethiopian :  "this 
way  is  desert,"  and  consequently  little  frequented.  Applied  to  the 
way  and  identifying  it,  the  description  has  direct  and  perfectly 
simple  significance ;  whereas,  understood  as  a  reference  to  the  state 
of  Gaza  itself,  it  is  certainly  an  unnecessary  display  of  local  or 
historical  knowledge.  The  majority  of  critics  connect  €prjfws  with 
6S0S,  and  not  with  Gaza ;'  but  in  any  case  the  expression 
has  really  no  value  for  the  establishment  of  a  date,  for,  even 
supposing  the  words  applied  to  Gaza,  there  is  no  limit  to  the  time 
when  such  a  reference  might  have  been  made.  A  writer  at  the 
middle  of  the  second  century,  for  instance,  describing  an  episode 
supposed  to  occur  near  Gaza,  and  knowing  of  its  destruction  from 
Josephus,  or  possibly  having  it  suggested  by  some  older  legend, 
might  have  inserted  the  detail,  whether  applied  to  Gaza  or  to  the 
road  to  it,  as  a  dash  of  local  colouring. 

We  now  arrive  at  the  point  which  suggested  the  present  discus- 
sion :  the  apparent  indications  of  contact  between  Luke  and 
Josephus.  Holtzmann  and  others'  have  pointed  out  that  the 
author  of  the  Gospel  and  Acts  has  been  very  sensibly  influenced 
by  the  works  of  Josephus,  which  were  certainly  largely  circulated 
in  Rome,  where  most  critics  conjecture  that  our  two  canonical 
books  were  written.  Supposing  the  use  of  the  writings  of  the 
Jewish  historian  to  be  demonstrated,  it  is  obvious  that  we  have  a 
very  important  fact  to  guide  us  in  determining  an  epoch  beyond 
which  the  composition  of  the  third  Synoptic  carmot  be  set.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  in  considering  such  evidence  as  we  can 
afford  space  to  quote,  that  indications  of  the  use  of  an  original 
historian,  using  his  own  characteristic  expressions,  and  largely 
relating  his  own  experiences,  may  be  accepted  in  quite  a  different 
way  from  supposed  indications  of  the  use  of  Gospels  like  ours, 
which  not  only  almost  literally  reproduce  the  same  matter,  showing 
their  mutual  dependence  upon  each  other  and  upon  common 
sources  of  which  we  positively  know  the  earlier  existence,  but 
profess  to  give  a  historical  record  of  sayings  and  doings  which 
might  have  been,  and  in  all  probability  were,  similarly  reported 
in  a  dozen  different  works,  or  handed  down  by  common  tradition. 

It  is  recognised  by  almost  all  modern  writers  that  the  author  of 
the  third  Synoptic  and  Acts  was  not  a  Jew,  but  a  Gentile  Christian. 
Where   did   he  get   such    knowledge  of    Jewish   history  as   he 

'  Some  able  critics  are  disposed  to  consider  the  words  a&rrf  earlv  ipvifiot  a  mere 
gloss  which  has  crept  into  the  text.  We  need  not  discuss  the  argument  that  it 
distinguished  the  particular  Gaza  intended. 

'  Holtzmann,  Zeitschr,  fViss.  TheoL,  1873,  p.  89  f.  ;  Krenkel,  Zeiisckr, 
IViss.  TheoL,  1873,  p.  141  f.  ;  Hausrath,  N,  T,  Zeitgesch,  iii.,  p.  423  t 
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displays  ?  The  reply  is :  he  got  it  horn  the  works  of  Josephus. 
The  whole  of  the  historical  personages  introduced  into  his  two 
books,  as  well  as  the  references  to  contemporary  events,  are  found 
in  those  works,  and,  although  sometimes  erroneously  employed 
and  distorted  from  his  pious  point  of  view,  there  still  remain 
singular  coincidences  of  expression  and  of  sequence,  which  show 
the  effect  upon  the  author's  memory  of  his  study  of  Josephus. 
The  high  priests,  Annas,  Caiaphas,  and  Ananias ;  Gamaliel ;  the 
two  Herods ;  Agrippa  and  Philip,  together  with  Herodias,  Berenice, 
and  Drusilla ;  and  the  Roman  Procurators,  Felix  and  Festus ;' 
Simon  the  Magician,'  and  the  Egyptian  (Acts  xxi.  38),  Theudas, 
and  Judas  the  Galilaean,  as  well  as  others,  seen  to  be  derived  from 
this  source,  together  with  such  facts  as  the  enrolment  under 
Cyrenius,  and  the  great  famine  (Acts  xi.  28).3  Josephus  furnishes 
the  material  for  drawing  the  character  of  Ananias,  who  com- 
manded those  who  stood  by  to  smite  (rvtrr^iv)  Paul  on  the 
mouth,  and  was  characterised  by  the  apostle  in  such  strong  terms  ; 

'  The  whole  of  the  preceding  personages,  indeed,  figure  largely  in  the  firet 
five  chapters  of  Book  xviii.  of  the  Antiquities.  The  condensed  references  in 
Luke  ill.   1 ,  2,  do  not  represent  many  pages  of  Josephus.     It  is  curious  to 

compare  iii.  l,  iv  irei  6^  xeyre/ccuSe/cdTy  rijs  ^e/novlas  Ti^epiov  Kaiffapot 

Kol  TerpapxoOrrof  rrjs  VaXiXalas  "Hpiiovj  <Pi\Lttov  di  rod  d8(\^  a&rov 
T€Tpapx<^t^os  TTfs^lTovpoUaf  KolTpaxt^^Tidoi  X^^^^f  k.t.X.^  with  the  following 
of  Josephus  :  t6t€  5i  koI  ^Ckimroi  (Hoiirdov  di  V  ad(X4><^)  reXeirr^i  t6p  filo^, 
eUooTifi  flip  iwiavTtp  r^j  Ti^fUov  apxv^  ijryrfirdfiepoi  8i  a&rbs  ixrh  Jtoi 
Tpiixwrra  Trjs  Tpax<if^iTi6o$  koI  ravkawlndof,  k.t.X.,  Antiq.  xviii.  4, 
§  6 — **  Now  at  that  time  also  Philip,  who  was  Herod's  brother,  died,  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  after  having  for  thirty-seven  years 
governed  the  region  of  Trachonilis  and  Gaulonitis,"  etc  Lysanias  of  Abylene 
IS  referred  to  in  Antiq,  xix.  5,  §  I ;  xx.  7,  §  i  ;  and  Annas  and  Caiaphas  in  an 
earlier  paragraph  of  the  same  chapter  we  have  just  quoted  (xviii.  4,  §  3  ;  cf.  2, 
§§  I,  2,  etc.).  The  story  of  Herodias  is  told  in  the  next  chapter  (xviiL  5,  §  i 
'^f  cf'  7i  §  I  ;  cf.  Luke  iii.  19  f.).  From  Antiq,  xx.  7,  §  2,  may  be  learnt  why 
Felix  trembled,  when  he  came  with  his  wife  Drusilla,  and  Paul  discoursed  to 
him  of  righteousness  and  temperance  (Acts  xxiv.  24  f.).  Berenice  is  mentioned 
in  the  very  same  section  {Antiq.  xx.  7,  §  2,  cf.  Acts  xxiv.  23).  In  Acts  xxiv. 
27  Festus  is  introduced  :  "  But  after  two  years  Porcius  Festus  came  in  Felix* 
room  "  (^er^f  hk  irXrfpufdelinis  IXa/9eF  dtdSox^^^  ^  ^>d^  U6pKimf  ^jforop).  He  is 
introduced  by  Josephus  :  **  But  Porcius  Festus  having  been  sent  by  Nero  in 
Felix'  room'  {llopKlov  8^  4>i7(rrou  8iad6xov  ^i^Xiki  v€fi^4¥Tos  xnro  mpwwos, 
K.T.X.).     Antiq. y  xx.  8,  §  9. 

'  We  shall  not  here  discuss  the  historical  reality  of  Simon  the  magician,  cf. 
Acts  viii.  9  f.,  but  in  Josephus  there  is  likewise  Simon  a  magician,  who  helps 
Felix  to  marry  Drusilla.     The  author  of  Acts  introduces  him,  viii.  9  :  **  But  a 

certain  man  named  Simon  ((JrdyiMirt  ^Lfuaw) using   sorcery  (fiay€v<aw) 

boasting  himself  to  be  some  great  person  (X^car  etpol  rwa  Hvrbv  fUya^)." 

Josephus  says:  "And  one  of  his  friends,  named  Simon  (Sf/Aow  6v6fMTi) 

who  pretended  to  be  a  sorcerer  {fjuiyop  el^ai  (ncrrrrdfAepow),"  etc,  Antiq. ^  xx.  7, 

3  The  third  synoptist  is  the  only  evangelist  who  records  the  excursion  to 
Emmaus,  and  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  name  of  this  village,  even,  may 
have  been  derived  from  Josef^us,  Antiq.,  idu,  I,  §  3  ;  Dg  Be/io/ud.,  v.  2,  §  3. 
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and  Josephus  even  states  that  the  servants  of  the  high  priest 
smote  (TV7rT€tv)  those  priests  who  would  not  give  up  their  tithes 
(xx.  9,  §  2  f.).' 

The  manner  in  which  the  author  of  Acts  deals  with  Theudas 
and  Judas  the  Galilaean  is  very  instructive.  Not  only  does  he 
commit  a  palpable  anachronism  in  placing  the  name  of  Theudas 
in  the  mouth  of  Gamaliel,  as  that  popular  leader  did  not  appear 
till  many  years  after  the  time  when  Gamaliel  is  represented  as 
speaking,  but  he  also  commits  a  second  anachronism  by  making 
Judas  come  after  Theudas,  and  that  he  does  so  his  ft€Td  toOtov, 
"  after  this  man,"  leaves  no  doubt.  How  did  this  error  originate  ? 
Simply  from  imperfect  reading  or  recollection  of  Josephus,  who 
mentions  Theudas,  and  then,  in  the  next  paragraph,  the  sons  of 
Judas  the  Galilaean ;  and  as  Josephus  proceeds  to  describe  the 
Judas  whom  he  means,  the  author  of  Acts  has  confused  the  father 
with  the  sons.  A  little  examination  of  the  passage,  we  think, 
shows  beyond  doubt  that  this  is  the  source  of  the  reference.  The 
author  of  Acts  makes  Gamaliel  say  (v.  36) :  "  For  before  those 
days  rose  up  Theudas,  boasting  himself  to  be  somebody  (6a;6as, 
Xcywv  €?i/ai  riva  kavrov),  to  whom  a  number  of  men,  about  four 
hundred,  joined  themselves  ;  who  was  slain  (09  dvDp€Or]\  and  all, 
as  many  as  were  persuaded  by  him  (koi  ttcivtcs  oa-oi  hreCOovro 
avT(^),  were  dispersed  (8L€\v67)(rav\  and  brought  to  nought." 
Josephus  says :   "A  certain  man,  a  magician,  named  Theudas, 

persuades  the  great  multitude  (veCdet  rhv  irXturrov  o\\ov) 

to  follow  him  to  the  river  Jordan ;  for  he  boasted  that  he  was 

a     prophet     (TrpoKtyqTrjs    yap    €X€y€v    €ivai) Fad  us,    however, 

attacking  them  unexpectedly,  slew  many  and  took  many  prisoners; 
Theudas  also  being  taken  prisoner,  they  cut  off  his  head,"  etc.^ 
A  few  lines  further  down  Josephus  continues :  "  But,  besidea 
these,  the  sons  of  Judas,  the  Galilaean,  also  were  slain  {ol  valSes 
^lovSa  Tov  TakiXaiov  dvyptOTja-av),  (I  mean),  of  the  (Judas) 
who  drew  away  the  people  (rov  Xaov  dwoaTrja-avTos)  from  the 
Romans,  when  Cyrenius  assessed,"  etc. 3  In  Acts,  Gamaliel,  after 
speaking  of  Theudas,  as  quoted  above,  goes  on  to  say :  "  After 
this  man  (fi€Ta  rovrov),  rose  up  Judas  the  Galilaean  (*lovSas  6 
TaXcXmos)  in  the  days  of  the  enrolment,  and  drew  away 
people  (dTTcoTT/o-ci/  Xahv)  after  him  ;  he  also  perished,  and  all,  as 
many  as  were  persuaded  {liriidovro)  by  him,  were  scattered 
(Si€a-Kop7rL(rdT](rav)"  This  account  of  the  fate  of  Judas  and  his 
followers  differs  from  that  elsewhere  given  by  Josephus,  *  and  to 
which  he  refers  in  the  section  above  quoted ;  but  this  confirms  the 

'  Hausrath,  JV.  T.  Zeitgesch.  xii.  p.  425  f.,  cf.  p.  32.        »  Antiq.  xx.  5,  §  I. 
3  lb.  XX.  5,  §  2 ;  cf.  xviii.  i,  §§  i,  6 ;  Dc  Bellojud.,  ii.  8,  §  i  ;  Luke  ii.  2. 
^  Antiq.  xviii.  i,  §§  i,  6. 
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belief  that  the  author  of  Acts  took  it,  as  has  been  said,  from  this 
chapter,  applying  to  Judas  himself  the  statement  made  r^;arding 
his  sons.' 

Not  only  does  the  author  of  Acts  know  the  history  of  Felix  and 
Drusilla,  but  in  saying  (xxiv.  26)  that  Felix  sent  frequently  for 
Paul,  hoping  that  money  would  be  given  to  him,  he  merely 
follows  the  suggestion  of  Josephus,  who  openly  accuses  Felix  both 
of  treachery  and  bribery. ^  From  the  same  chapter  is  derived 
another  incident.  In  Acts  xxi.  38  the  chief  captain,  who  takes 
Paul  prisoner  at  Jerusalem  after  the  riot  in  the  temple,  says  to  him: 
"  Art  n6t  thou  that  Egyptian  who  before  these  days  madest  an 
uproar,  and  leddest  out  into  the  wilderness  (cts  rrjv  <^prffwv)  the  four 
thousand  men  of  the  sicani  {tv^v  a-iKaptfuv)  ?**  Josephus  relates  the 
story  of  the  unnamed  Egyptian  in  two  of  his  works.  He  describes 3 
how  robbers  and  impostors  filled  Jerusalem  with  violence,  and  he 
states  that  these  robbers  were  called  sicarii  (<riKapiot),  giving  an 
explanation  of  the  origin  of  the  word.^  These  impostors  persuaded 
the  multitude  to  follow  them  into  the  wilderness  {ds  rr\v  €p7]fuav).s 
About  this  time,  he  says,  there  came  out  of  Egypt  one  "  boasting 
that  he  was  a  prophet"  {irpoijyi^Trjs  etvai  Acycov),  and  induced 
a  multitude  to  follow  him.  Felix  attacks  the  Egyptian  (rhv 
AlyvTTTiov),  and  slays  four  hundred,  taking  two  hundred  prisoners, 
but  the  Egyptian  himself  escapes.  A  little  lower  down  Josephus 
says  that  Festus  sent  soldiers  against  a  number  of  the  suan'i,  who 
had  been  induced  by  a  certain  impostor  to  follow  him  "  as  far  as 
the  desert "  {fJ^xp^  t^s  eprjutas:).^  In  his  work  on  the  Jewish  wars 
he  gives  a  similar  account. 

The  exordium  of  the  orator  TertuUus  (Acts  xxiv.  2,  3),  who 
appears,  with  the  Jews,  to  accuse  Paul  after  his  removal  to 
Caesarea,  is  a  clear,  though  hyperbolic,  reference  to  the  efforts  of 
Felix  to  put  down  these  sicarii  and  impostors,  described  by 
Josephus  in  connection  with  the  passage  above  quoted.^ 

The  author  of  Acts  further  seems  to  show  his  use  of  the  works 
of  Josephus  in  his  estimate  (xiii.  20)  of  450  years  as  the  period  of 
the  Judges  of  Israel,  which  is  a  round  statement  of  the  data  of 
Josephus,  Antiq.yJin,  3,  §  i,  in  opposition  to  the  reckoning  of 
I   Kings  vi.  i;  and  again  in  the  next  verse,  xiii.  21,  the  author 


'  HoUzmann,  Zeitschr,  Wiss.  'I heol.^  1873,  P*  80  f. 

^  Antiq,y  xx.  8,  §  5.     Cf.  Hausrath,  N,  T.  Zeitgesch.,  iii.,  p.  426. 

3  AnUq,,  XX.  8.  *  lb.,  xx.  8,  §§  5,  6,  10. 

5  T61'  h-x\^v  fircidov  airroU  els  rijv  eprrifiiav  fireaOcu,  ib. ,  §  6. 

*  Antiq.y  xx.  8,  §§  5,  6,  10;  De  Bella  JucLy  ii.  13,  §§  3,  4,  5  ;  Holtzmann, 
Zeitschr.  Wiss.  TheoL,  1873,  p.  91. 

7  Antiq,^  xx.  8;  De  Bella  Jud.^  ii.  13;  Holtzmann,  Zeitschr.  Wiss.  Theol., 
1873.  p.  91- 
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says  that  Saul  reigned  forty  years,  which  is  nowhere  else  stated 
than  by  Josephus,  Aniig.,  vi.  14,  §  9.' 

In  the  prophecies  of  the  fall  of  Jerusalem  (Luke  xix.  43,  xxi. 
43  f.),  is  it  not  probable  that  the  author  profits  by  his  knowledge 
of  the  works  of  Josephus?  His  reference  (xxi.  11)  to  the  omens 
which  are  to  presage  that  event,  "  and  there  shall  be  fearful  sights 
and  great  signs  (criyftcta  /xcyaAa)  from  heaven,"  appears  to  us  an 
unmistakable  echo  of  the  account  given  by  the  Jewish  historian  of 
the  signs  (oT/ftcta),  the  extraordinary  appearances  in  the  heavens, 
and  the  wonderful  occurrences  which  took  place  in  the  Temple 
before  the  siege  of  the  Holy  City.^  Other  reminiscences  of  the 
same  writer  may  perhaps  be  traced  in  the  same  chapter,  as,  for 
instance,  xxi.  5  :  "  and  as  some  were  remarking  of  the  Temple 
that  it  was  adorned  with  goodly  stones  and  offerings  {on 
kiOoLs  Kakdis  Kal  dvaS^fMuriv  KiKoo-ixyrai^y  etc."  Josephus  describes 
the  Temple  as  built  of  stones  which  were  **  white  and  strong,"  and 
he  says  that  it  was  adorned  with  many-coloured  veils  (woiKikois 
€fnr€Td(rfiaa'L  K€K6(T^7)ro\  and,  giving  an  account  of  the  golden 
vine  which  ornamented  the  pillars,  he  adds  that  none  seemed  to 
have  so  adorned  (cTrtKc^ocr/xT/Kci/at)  the  Temple  as  Herod.  After 
saying  that  round  the  whole  were  hung  up  the  spoils  taken  from 
barbarous  peoples,  Josephus  states :  "  and  all  these  King  Herod 
offered  (avkOT^K^)  to  the  Temple."3 

There  are  many  other  points  which  might  be  quoted  as  indicating 
the  use  of  Josephus ;  but  we  have  already  devoted  too  much  space 
to  this  question,  and  must  now  conclude.  There  is  one  other 
indication,  however,  which  seems  to  show  that  the  author  of  our 
third  Synoptic  and  Acts  was  acquainted  with,  and  influenced  by, 
the  works  of  the  Jewish  historian.  M.  Renan  has  pointed  out  the 
dedication  to  Theophilus,  which  he  rightly  considers  altogether 
foreign  to  Syrian  and  Palestinian  habits,  as  recalling  the  dedication 
of  the  works  of  Josephus  to  Epaphroditus,  and  probably  showing 
a  Roman  practice.*  We  consider  that  it  indicates  much  more. 
The  third  Gospel  and  Acts  are  dedicated  to  the  "  most  excellent 
Theophilus"  (Kpdrurr€  Ococ^iXc),  for  whose  information  they 
were  written. s  Josephus  dedicates  his  work  on  the  Antiquities  to 
the  "most  excellent  Epaphroditus"  {KpaTurre  'E7ra<^/oo8tT€),^  for 
whose  information,  also,  the  work  was  written.7     He  still  more 

'  Holtzmann,  Zeitsckr,  IViss,  Theoi.,  1873,  P-  92;  Hausrath,  N.  T, 
Zeitgesch.^  Hi.,  p.  426,  anm.  4  ;  cf.  Hales,  Analysis  of  Chronology ,  1830,  i.,  p. 
300. 

«  DeBellofud„s\,  5,  §§3,  4, 

3  Anttq.,  XV.  II,  §  3;  Holtzmann,  Zeitsckr,  Wiss.  Theol.y  1873,  P-  92- 

*  Les  Evangilesy  et  la  Seconde  Gin^ration  Chritumne,  p.  255  f. 

s  Luke  i.  3,  4 ;  Acts  i.  i. 

^   Vilay  §  76.     The  amplification  ivbpiav  is  of  no  importance. 

7  Anlig,  Proam.^  §  2. 
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directly  dedicates  to  the  same  "  most  excellent  Epaphroditus " 
(KparuTTe  'E7ra<^.)  his  work  against  Apion,  and  he  begins  the 
second  book :  "  Now  in  the  former  book,  most  esteemed 
Epaphroditus,  regarding,  etc.  (Aia  fi^v  odv  tov  irporipav  SipXlov^ 

TLfiuarare     fMOi     'Eira</>/»o8iT€,     Trcpi     k,  t.  A..) I     also     made 

{etroiTja-dfiTjv)  a  refutation,  etc."*  Our  author  begins  his  second 
work  (Acts  i.  i):  "The  former  treatise  I  made,  O  Theophilus, 
regarding  all,  etc.  (Thv  iikv  Trp&rov  koyov  hroirfo-dfirfv  w€pl 
iravT(av,  &  66o<^iA.€,  k.  t.  A..)."  It  is,  we  think,  impossible  to 
examine  carefully  the  commencement  of  the  first  book  against 
Apion,  and  the  statement  of  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
write  his  history,  without  perceiving  the  influence  which  Josephus 
had  exercised  over  the  mind  and  language  of  our  canonical  writer, 
and  how  closely  that  introduction  is  imitated  in  the  prolcmie  to  the 
Gospel  and  Acts,  in  which  the  author  speaks  in  the  first  person, 
and  probably  displays  himself  more  directly  than  elsewhere.  It 
is  much  too  long  to  quote,  and  only  a  very  inadequate  idea  of  the 
similarity  of  tone  and  expression  in  many  parts  can  be  conveyed 
by  the  few  words  which  can  be  extracted  here.  Speaking  of  Greek 
literature  he  says  :  "  Certainly  those  taking  in  hand  (iTrix^ifnjcravres) 
to  write  histories,"  etc.  A  few  lines  lower  down  he  refers  to  the 
boasting  of  the  Greeks  that  they  are  the  only  people  versed  in 
ancient  times,  and  accurately  delivering  the  truth  regarding  them 
(b>s  fJL6vovs  CTTwrra/icvovs  ra  dp\(ua  kol  dXrjO^iav  fl-cpl  avTwv 
dxpifim  TapaSiSovras;).^  He  speaks  of  writing  history  from 
the  beginning  of  most  distant  times  (€k  fiaKpordnov  dvia$€v 
Xpoviov)  amongst  the  Egyptians  and  Babylonians,  and  he 
says  it  was  undertaken  (iyKexeipurp^voi)  by  the  priests ;  the 
records  of  the  Jews,  also,  were  written  with  great  accuracy  (/xeret 
7roAA.i}s  dK/oij8€4as).3  Going  on  to  speak  more  particularly  of 
himself,  Josephus  says  : — 

"  But   certain  worthless    men  have  taken    in   hand    {iTuccxctriKcuTLw)    to 

calumniate  my  history he  who  undertakes  the  delivery  {rapdboaiv)  of  fects 

to  others  ought  himself  in  the  first  place  to  know  them  accurately  {dxpi^Qt), 
either  from  having  followed  the  events  {vafniKoXovSrfK&ra  roii  ytyopdaw),  or  from 

having  ascertained  them  by  inquiry  of  those  who  knew  them But  I  write 

the  history  of  the  war,  as  an  actor  in  many  of  the  occurrences,  and  eye-witness 
of  most  [vXelffTutp  S*  aCrr&irrris  yerdfieyos) Must  they  not,  therefore,  be  con- 
sidered audacious  who  have  taken  in  hand  (^xtirex«t/»7«^^af)  to  omtend  with  me 
regarding  the  truth  of  my  history  ?*'* 

If  we  linguistically  examine  the  prologue  to  the  Gospel, 
addressed  to  the  "most  excellent  Theophilus,"  we  find  some 
instructive  peculiarities.  In  the  first  verse,  we  have  the  verb 
€Trix^tpdv,  which  is  nowhere  else  used  in  the  Gospel,  only 
twice  in  Acts   (ix.    29;  xix.   13),  and  not  at   all  in  the  rest  of 

»  Conira  Apiofuniy  ii.  I.  "  Ib,^  i-,  §  3.  3  /<^.,  §  6.  *  Ib,^  L  la 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


USE  OF  JOSEPHUS  BY  THE  AUTHOR  6ii 


the  New  Testament.  In  the  introduction  to  his  work  against 
Apion,  however,  addressed  by  Josephus  to  the  "  most  excellent 
Epaphroditus,"  it  is  employed  four  times  in  the  first  eleven 
paragraphs,'  and  we  do  not  here  refer  to  any  other  part. 
AvToiTTqs  is  not  met  with  anywhere  in  the  New  Testament 
except  in  Luke  i.  2,  but  it  is  likewise  found  in  close  connection 
with  the  other  parallels  in  the  work  against  Apion.=»  Except  in 
Luke  i.  3,  irapoKoXovOtlv  does  not  occur  in  any  part  of  that 
Gospel  or  of  Acts,  and  only  in  three  other  places  of  the  New 
Testament.3  It  is  found  in  the  same  section  as  the  above,  and 
further  in  two  other  passages  just  quoted.**  'Aicpi^cSs  occurs  in 
Luke  i.  3  and  Acts  xviii.  25,  but  nowhere  else  in  the  two  books, 
and,  besides,  only  once  in  the  rest  of  the  New  Testament  ;5  but 
it  also  is  met  with  twice  in  the  sections  against  Apion  referred  to,^ 
which  probably  suggested  the  whole  prologue. 

We  have  left  very  many  important  analogies  unmentioned 
which  merit  examination  ;  but  those  which  have  been  pointed  out, 
we  think,  leave  little  doubt  that  the  author  of  the  third  Synoptic 
and  Acts  was  acquainted  with,  and  made  use  of,  the  works  of 
Josephus.  Now,  the  history  of  the  Jewish  war  was  written  about 
A.D.  75,  the  Antiquities  about  a.d.  93,  the  Life  at  a  still  later  period, 
and  last  of  all  the  work  against  Apion,  probably  at  the  very  end  of 
the  first  century.  If,  then,  it  be  admitted,  as  we  think  it  must  be, 
that  the  author  of  the  third  Gospel  made  use  of  these  works  of 
Josephus,  we  have  at  once  the  beginning  of  the  second  century  as 
the  very  earliest  date  at  which  the  third  Synoptic  could  have  been 
written,  and  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  must  necessarily  be  assigned 
to  a  still  later  date.  At  what  precise  period  of  the  second  century 
they  were  composed  we  cannot  here  pause  to  consider,  even  if 
the  materials  for  determining  the  point  exist ;  but  the  reasons  now 
given,  and  many  other  considerations,  point  surely  to  a  date  when 
it  is  scarcely  possible  that  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  could  have 
been  written  by  a  companion  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  and  much  less 
the  third  Gospel  of  our  canon.7 

We  have  said  enough  to  enable  the  reader  to  understand  the 

'  §  2,  10  twice,  1 1  ;  fyx«pet!r  is  also  used  in  §  6.  '  i. ,  §  lo* 

3  Mark  xvi.  17  ;  I  Tim.  iv.  6 ;  2  Tim.  iii.  10. 

*  Contra  Apion,  f  i.,  §§  lo,  23  ;  iL  I  ;  KaraKoKovB^iv  also  occurs,  §  3,  and  in 
Luke  xxiii.  55,  Acts  xvi.  17. 

5  Matt.  ii.  8  ;  dxpi^^arcpop  is  found  once,  in  Acts  xviii.  26. 

*  Con/ra  Apion,,  §§  3,  10. 

7  The  argument  from  paf  e  600  to  this  point  is  extracted  from  an  article  by 
the  author  which  appeared  in  the  Fortnightly  Review,  October  1st,  1877,  p. 
496  f.  An  able  work  has  since  appeared,  Josephus  und  Ltuas,  by  Max 
I^-enkel  (Leipzig,  1894),  in  which  the  influence  of  the  Jewish  historian  upon 
the  author  of  the  third  Gospel  and  Acts  of  the  Apostles  is  exhaustively 
examined  and,  we  consider,  fully  established. 
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nature  of  the  problem  regarding  the  author  of  the  third  Synoptic 
and  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles ;  and  whilst  for  our  purpose  much 
less  would  have  sufficed,  it  is  evident  that  the  materials  do  not 
exist  for  identifying  him.  The  stupendous  miracles  related  in  these 
two  works,  therefore,  rest  upon  the  evidence  of  an  unknown 
writer,  who  from  internal  evidence  must  have  comp)osed  them  very 
long  after  the  events  recorded.  Externally,  there  is  no  proof  even 
of  the  existence  of  the  Acts  until  towards  the  end  of  the  second 
century,  when  also  for  the  first  time  we  hear  of  a  vague  theory  as 
to  the  name  and  identity  of  the  supposed  author — &  theory  which 
declares  Luke  not  to  have  himself  been  an  eye-witness  of  the 
occurrences  related  in  the  Gospel,  and  which  reduces  his  participa- 
tion even  in  the  events  narrated  in  the  Acts  to  a  very  small  and 
modest  compass,  leaving  the  great  mass  jof  the  miracles  described 
in  the  work  without  even  his  personal  attestation.  The  theory 
we  have  seen  to  be  not  only  unsupported  by  evidence,  but  to 
be  contradicted  by  many  potent  circumstances.  We  propose 
now,  without  exhaustively  examining  the  contents  of  the 
Acts,  which  would  itself  require  a  separate  treatise,  at  least  to 
consider  some  of  its  main  points  sufficiently  to  form  a  fair 
judgment  of  the  historical  value  of  the  work,  although  the  facts 
which  we  have  already  ascertained  are  cleariy  fatal  to  the  document 
as  adequate  testimony  for  miracles,  and  the  reality  of  Divine 
Revelation. 
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CHAPTER    III. 

HISTORICAL   VALUE   OF   THE   WORK  :     DESIGN    AND 
COMPOSITION 

The  historical  value  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  has  very  long 
been  the  subject  of  vehement  discussion,  and  the  course  of  the 
controversy  has  certainly  not  been  favourable  to  the  position  of 
the  work.  For  a  considerable  time  the  traditional  view  continued 
to  prevail,  aud  little  or  no  doubt  of  the  absolute  credibility  of  the 
narrative  was  ever  expressed.  When  the  spirit  of  independent  and 
enlightened  criticism  was  finally  aroused,  it  had  to  contend  with 
opinions  which  habit  had  rendered  stereotype,  and  prejudices 
which  took  the  form  of  hereditary  belief.  A  large  body  of  eminent 
critics,  after  an  exhaustive  investigation  of  the  Acts,  have 
now  declared  that  the  work  is  not  historically  accurate,  and  cannot 
be  accepted  as  a  true  account  of  the  Acts  and  teaching  of  the 
Apostles. 

The  author  of  the  Acts  has  been  charged  with  having  written 
the  work  with  a  distinct  design  to  which  he  subordinated  historical 
truth,  and  in  this  view  many  critics  have  joined  who  ultimately 
do  not  accuse^im  absolutely  of  falsifying  history,  but  merely  of 
making  a  deliberate  selection  of  his  materials  with  the  view  of 
placing  events  in  the  light  most  suitable  for  his  purpose.  Most  of 
those  who  make  this  charge  maintain  that,  in  carrying  out 
the  original  purpose  of  the  Acts,  the  writer  so  freely  manipu- 
lated whatever  materials  he  had  before  him,  and  so  dealt  with 
facts  whether  by  omission,  transformation,  or  invention,  that  the 
historical  value  of  his  narrative  has  been  destroyed  or  at  least 
seriously  affected.  On  the  other  hand,  many  apologetic  writers 
altogether  deny  the  existence  of  any  design  on  the  part  of 
the  author  such  as  is  here  indicated,  which  could  have  led  him  to 
suppress  or  distort  facts ;  and  whilst  some  of  them  advance  very 
varied  and  fanciful  theories  as  to  the  historical  plan  upon 
which  the  writer  proceeds,  and  in  accordance  with  which  the 
peculiarities  of  his  narrative  are  explained,  they  generally  accept 
the  work  as  the  genuine  history  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  so  far 
aa  the  author  possessed  certain  information.  The  design  most 
generally  ascribed  to  the  writer  of  the  Acts  may,  with  many  minor 
variations,  be  said  to  be  apologetic  and  conciliatory :  an  attempt 
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to  reconcile  the  two  parties  in  the  early  Church  by  representing 
the  difference  between  the  views  of  Peter  and  Paul  as  slight  and 
unimportant,  Pauline  sentiments  being  freely  placed  in  the  mouth 
of  Peter,  and  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  being  represented  as  an 
orthodox  adherent  of  the  Church  of  Jerusalem,  with  scarcely  such 
advanced  views  of  Christian  universality  as  Peter  ;  or  else,  an  effort 
of  Gentile  Christianity  to  bring  itself  into  closer  union  with  the 
primitive  Church,  surrendering,  in  so  doing,  all  its  distinctive 
features  and  its  Pauline  origin,  and  representing  the  universalism 
by  which  it  existed,  as  a  principle  adopted  and  promulgated  from 
the  very  first  by  Peter  and  the  Twelve.  It  is  not  necessary 
for  us  to  enter  upon  any  minute  discussion  of  this  point,  nor 
is  it  requisite,  for  the  purposes  of  our  inquiry,  to  determine 
w^hether  the  peculiar  character  of  the  writing  which  we  are  examin- 
ing is  the  result  of  a  perfectly  definite  purpose  controlling  the 
whole  narrative  and  modifying  every  detail,  or  naturally  arises  from 
the  fact  that  it  is  the  work  of  a  pious  member  of  the  Church 
writing  long  after  the  events  related,  and  imbuing  his  materials, 
whether  of  legend  or  ecclesiastical  tradition,  with  his  own 
thoroughly  orthodox  views  :  history  freely  composed  for  Christian 
edification.  We  shall  not  endeavour  to  construct  any  theory  to 
account  for  the  phenomena  before  us,  nor  to  discover  the  secret 
motives  or  intentions  of  the  writer,  but,  taking  them  as  they  are, 
we  shall  simply  examine  some  of  the  more  important  portions  of 
the  narrative,  with  a  view  to  determine  whether  the  work  can  in 
any  serious  sense  be  regarded  as  credible  history. 

No  one  can  examine  the  contents  of  the  Acts  without  per- 
ceiving that  some  secret  motive  or  influence  did  certainly  govern 
the  writer's  mind,  and  guide  him  in  the  selection  of  topics,  and 
this  is  betrayed  by  many  peculiarities  in  his  narrative.  Quite 
apart  from  any  attempt  to  discover  precisely  what  that  motive  was, 
it  is  desirable  that  we  should  briefly  point  out  some  of  these 
peculiarities.  It  is  evident  that  every  man  who  writes  a  history 
must  commence  with  a  distinct  plan,  and  that  the  choice  of 
subjects  to  be  introduced  or  omitted  must  proceed  upon  a  certain 
principle.  This  is,  of  course,  an  invariable  rule  wherever  there  is 
order  and  arrangement.  No  one  has  ever  questioned  that  in  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles  both  order  and  arrangement  have  been 
deliberately  adopted,  and  the  question  naturally  arises.  What  was 
the  plan  of  the  author  ?  and  upon  what  principle  did  he  select, 
from  the  mass  of  facts  which  might  have  been  related  regarding 
the  Church  in  the  Apostolic  ages,  precisely  those  which  he  has 
inserted,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  rest  ?  What  title  will  adequately 
represent  the  contents  of  the  book  ?  for  it  is  admitted  by  almost 
all  critics  that  the  actual  name  which  the  book  bears  neither  was 
given  to  it  by  its  author  nor  properly  describes  its  intention  and 
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subject.'  The  extreme  difficulty  which  has  been  felt  in  answering 
these  questions,  and  in  constructing  any  hypothesis  which  may 
fairly  correspond  with  the  actual  contents  of  the  Acts,  constitutes 
one  of  the  most  striking  commentaries  on  the  work,  and,  although 
we  cannot  here  detail  the  extremely  varied  views  of  critics  upon 
the  subject,  they  are  well  worthy  of  study.  No  one  now  advances 
the  theory  which  was  anciently  current  that  the  author  simply 
narrated  that  of  which  he  was  an  eye-witness.'  Its  present  title, 
Trpo^cis  Tiov  arocrroXctfv,  would  lead  us  to  expect  an  account 
of  the  doings  of  the  Apostles  in  general,  but  we  have  nothing  like 
this  in  the  book.  Peter  and  Paul  occupy  the  principal  parts  of 
the  narrative,  and  the  other  Apostles  are  scarcely  mentioned. 
James  is  introduced  as  an  actor  in  the  famous  Council,  and 
represented  as  head  of  the  Church  in  Jerusalem ;  but  it  is  much 
disputed  that  he  was  either  an  Apostle,  or  one  of  the  Twelve. 
The  death  of  James  the  brother  of  John  is  just  mentioned.  John 
is  represented  on  several  occasions  during  the  earlier  part 
of  the  narrative  as  the  companion  of  Peter,  without  being 
prominently  brought  forward ;  and  the  rest  of  the  Twelve  are  left 
m  complete  obscurity.  It  is  not  a  history  of  the  labours  of  Peter 
and  Paul,  for  not  only  is  considerable  importance  given  to  the 
episodes  of  Stephen  and  Philip  the  Evangelist,  but  the  account 
of  the  two  great  Apostles  is  singularly  fragmentary.  After  a 
brief  chronicle  of  the  labours  of  Peter,  he  suddenly  disappears 
from  the  scene,  and  we  hear  of  him  no  more.  Paul  then  becomes 
the  prominent  figure  in  the  drama ;  but  we  have  already  pointed 
out  how  defective  is  the  information  given  regarding  him,  and  he 
is  also  abandoned  as  soon  as  he  is  brought  to  Rome :  of  his 
subsequent  career  and  martyrdom  nothing  whatever  is  said.  The 
work  is  not,  as  Luther  suggested,  a  gloss  on  the  Epistles  of  Paul 
and  the  inculcation  of  his  doctrine  of  righteousness  through  faith, 
for  the  narrative  of  the  Acts,  so  far  as  we  can  compare  it  with  the 
Epistles,  which  are  nowhere  named  in  it,  is  generally  in  contra- 
diction to  them,  and  the  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith  is 
conspicuous  by  its  absence.  It  is  not  a  history  of  the  first 
Christian  missions,  for  it  ignores  entirely  the  labours  of  most  of 
the  Apostles,  omits  all  mention  of  some  of  the  most  interesting 
missionary  journeys,  and  does  not  even  give  a  report  of  the 
introduction  of  Christianity  into  Rome.  It  is  not  in  any  sense 
a  Paulinian  history  of  the  Church,  for  if,  on  the  one  side,  it 
describes  the  Apostles  of  the  Circumcision  as  promulgating  the 

*  Perhaps  the  perfectly  vague  designation  of  the  book,  "Acts,"  Tlpd^eiSj  in 
the  Cod.  Sinai/icuSf  may  be  taken  as  the  closest— because  most  vague— -descrip- 
tion of  its  contents. 

'  Cf.  Hieron.,  Dg  vir,  ill.^  7;  Eusebius,  ff.  E,f  iii.  4;  Can.  Afura^,  ed. 
Tregelles,  p.  18  f. 
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universalism  which  Paul  preached,  it  robs  him  of  his  originality, 
dwarfs  his  influence  upon  the  development  of  Christianity,  and  is, 
on  the  other  hand,  too  defective  to  represent  Church  history, 
whether  from  a  Paulinian  or  any  other  standpoint.  The  favourite 
theory,  that  the  writer  designai  to  relate  the  story  of  the  spread 
of  Christianity  from  Jerusalem  to  Rome,  can  scarcely  be  main- 
tained, although  it  certainly  has  the  advantage  of  a  vagueness  of 
proportions  equally  suitable  to  the  largest  and  most  limited 
treatment  of  history.  But,  in  such  a  case,  we  have  a  drama  with 
the  main  incident  omitted ;  for  the  introduction  of  the  Gospel 
into  Rome  is  not  described  at  all,  and,  whilst  the  author  could 
not  consider  the  personal  arrival  at  Rome  of  the  Apostle  Paul  the 
climax  of  his  history,  he  at  once  closes  his  account  where  the  final 
episode  ought  to  have  commenced. 

From  all  points  of  view,  and  upon  any  hypothesis,  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles  is  so  obviously  incomplete  as  a  history,  so  fragmentary 
and  defective  as  biography,  that  critics  have  to  the  present  day 
failed  in  framing  any  theory  which  could  satisfactorily  account  for 
its  anomalies,  and  have  almost  been  forced  to  explain  them  by 
supposing  a  partial,  apologetic  or  conciliatory,  design,  which 
removes  the  work  from  the  region  of  veritable  history.  The 
whole  interest  of  the  narrative,  of  course,  centres  in  the  two 
representative  Apostles,  Peter  and  Paul,  who  alternately  fill  the 
scene.  It  is  difficult  to  say,  however,  whether  the  account  of 
the  Apostle  of  the  Circumcision  or  of  Paul  is  the  more  capriciously 
partial  and  incomplete.  After  his  miraculous  liberation  from  the 
prison  into  which  he  had  been  cast  by  Herod,  the  doings  of  Peter 
are  left  unchronicled,  and,  although  he  is  reintroduced  for  a 
moment  to  plead  the  cause  of  the  Gentiles  at  the  Council  in 
Jerusalem,  he  then  finally  retires  from  the  scene,  to  give  place  to 
Paul.  The  omissions  from  the  history  of  Paul  are  very  remarkable, 
and  all  the  more  so  from  the  extreme  and  unnecessary  detail  of 
the  itinerary  of  some  of  his  journeys,  and  neither  the  blanks  on 
the  one  hand,  nor  the  excessive  minuteness  on  the  other,  are  to  be 
explained  by  any  theory  connected  with  personal  knowledge  on 
the  part  of  Theophilus.  Of  the  general  history  of  the  primitive 
Church,  and  the  life  and  labours  of  the  Twelve,  we  are  told  little  or 
nothing.  According  to  the  author,  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel 
was  carried  on  more  by  angelic  agency  than  apostolic  enthusiasm. 
There  is  a  liberal  infusion  of  miraculous  episodes  in  the  story, 
but  a  surprising  scarcity  of  facts.  Even  where  the  author  is  best 
informed,  as  in  the  second  part  of  the  Acts,  the  narrative  of  Paul's 
labours  and  missionary  journeys,  while  presenting  striking  omissions, 
is  really  minute  and  detailed  only  in  regard  to  points  of  no 
practical  interest,  leaving  both  the  distinctive  teaching  of  the 
Apostle  and  the  internal  economy  of  the  Church  almost  entirely 
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unrepresented.  Does  this  defective  narrative  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles  proceed  from  poverty  of  information  or  from  the  arbitrary 
selection  of  materials  for  a  special  purpose  ?  As  we  proceed  it 
will  become  increasingly  evident  that,  limited  although  the  writer's 
materials  are,  the  form  into  which  they  have  been  moulded  has 
undoubtedly  been  determined  either  by  a  dominant  theory  or  a 
deliberate  design,  neither  of  which  is  consistent  with  the  composi- 
tion of  sober  history. 

This  is  particularly  apparent  in  the  representation  which  is  given 
of  the  two  principal  personages  of  the  narrative.  Critics  have  long 
clearly  recognised  that  the  author  of  the  Acts  has  carefully 
arranged  his  materials  so  as  to  present  as  close  a  parallelism  as 
possible  between  the  Apostles  Peter  and  Paul.  We  shall  presently 
see  how  closely  he  assimilates  their  teaching,  ascribing  the  views 
of  Paul  to  Peter,  and  putting  Petrine  sentiments  in  the  mouth  of 
Paul ;  but  here  we  shall  merely  refer  to  points  of  general  history. 
If  Peter  has  a  certain  pre-eminence  as  a  distinguished  member  of 
the  original  Apostolic  body,  the  equal  claim  of  Paul  to  the 
honours  of  the  Apostolate,  whilst  never  directly  advanced,  is 
prominently  suggested  by  the  narration,  no  less  than  three  times, 
of  the  circumstances  of  his  conversion  and  direct  call  to  the  office 
by  the  glorified  Jesus.  The  first  miracle  ascribed  to  Peter  is  the 
healing  of  "a  certain  man  lame  from  his  mother's  womb  "  (rts  av^p 
X(o\hs  €K  KOLkias  fj/rjrpbs  avrovf&t  the  Beautiful  gate  of  the  Temple,' 
and  the  first  wonder  performed  by  Paul  is  also  the  healing  of  "  a 
certain  man  lame  from  his  mother's  womb "  (ns  dvrfp  x^^^^ 
€K  Kotklas  firfrpbs  avrov)  at  Lystca  f  Ananias  and  Sapphira  are 
punished  through  the  instrumentality  of  Peter,3  and  Elymas  is 
smitten  with  blindness  at  the  word  of  Paul  ;^  the  sick  are  laid  in 
the  streets  that  the  shadow  of  Peter  may  fall  upon  them,  and  they 
are  healed,  as  are  also  those  vexed  with  unclean  spirits  ;5  hand- 
kerchiefs or  aprons  are  taken  to  the  sick  from  the  body  of  Paul, 
and  they  are  healed,  and  the  evil  spirits  go  out  of  them  f  Peter 
withstands  Simon  the  sorcerer,^  as  Paul  does  the  sorcerer  Elymas 
and  the  exorcists  at  Ephesus  f  if  Peter  heals  the  paralytic  ^neas 
at  Lydda,9  Paul  restores  to  health  the  fever-stricken  father  of 
Publius  at  Melita ;'"  Peter  raises  from  the  dead  Tabitha,  a  disciple 
at  Joppa,"  and  Paul  restores  to  life  the  disciple  Eutychus  at 
Troas ;"  Cornelius  falls  at  the  feet  of  Peter,  and  worships  him, 
Peter  preventing  him,  and  saying  :  "  Rise  up  !  I  myself  also  am  a 
man";' 3  and  in  like  manner  the  people  of  Lystra  would  have  done 
sacrifice  to  Paul,  and  he  prevents  them,  crying  out :  "  We  also  are 

'  iii.  2  f.  ^  xiv.  8  f.  3  v.  I  f.  *  xiii.  1 1  f. 

5  V.  12,  15  f.  6  xix.  II,  12.  '  viii.  20  f.  ^  xiii.  11  f.,  xix.  13  f. 

9  ix.  33  f.  '«  xxviii.  8.  "  ix.  36  f.  "  xx.  9  f. 

*3  X.  25,  26. 
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men  of  like  passions  with  you ";'  Peter  lays  his  hands  on  the 
people  of  Samaria,  and  they  receive  the  Holy  Ghost  and  the  gift 
of  tongues,'  and  Paul  does  the  same  for  believers  at  Ephesus  ;3 
Peter  is  brought  before  the  council,^  and  so  is  Paul  f  the  one  is 
imprisoned  and  twice  released  by  an  angel,^  and  the  other  is 
delivered  from  his  bonds  by  a  great  earthquake  ;7  if  Peter  be 
scourged  by  order  of  the  council,^  Paul  is  beaten  with  many 
stripes  at  the  command  of  the  magistrates  of  Philippi.9  It  is 
maintained  that  the  desire  to  equalise  the  sufferings  of  the  two 
Apostles  in  the  cause  of  the  Gospel,  as  he  has  equalised  their 
miraculous  displays,  probably  led  the  author  to  omit  all  mention 
of  those  perils  and  persecutions  to  which  the  Apostle  Paul  refers 
in  support  of  his  protest  that  he  had  laboured  and  suffered  more 
than  all  the  rest.'*'  If  Paul  was  called  by  a  vision  to  the  ministry 
of  the  Gentiles,"  so  Peter  is  represented  as  having  been  equally 
directed  by  a  vision  to  baptise  the  Gentile  Cornelius  ;"  the  double 
vision  of  Peter  and  Cornelius  has  its  parallel  in  the  double  vision 
of  Paul  and  Ananias.  It  is  impossible  to  deny  the  measured 
equality  thus  preserved  between  the  two  Af)ostles,  or  to  ignore 
the  fact  that  parallelism  like  this  is  the  result  of  premeditation, 
and  cannot  claim  the  character  of  impartial  history. 

The  speeches  form  an  important  element  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  and  we  shall  now  briefly  examine  them,  reserving, 
however,  for  future  consideration  their  dogmatic  aspect.  Few  if 
any  writers,  however  apologetic,  maintain  that  these  discourses 
can  possibly  have  been  spoken  exactly  as  they  are  recorded  in  the 
Acts.  The  utmost  that  is  asserted  is  that  they  are  substantially 
historical,  and  fairly  represent  the  original  speeches.  They 
were  derived,  it  is  alleged,  either  from  written  sources  or  oral 
tradition,  and  many,  especially  in  the  second  part,  are  supposed 
to  have  been  delivered  in  the  presence  of  the  author  of  the  work. 
This  view  is  held,  of  course,  with  a  greater  or  less  degree  of 
assurance  as  to  the  closeness  of  the  relation  which  our  record 
bears  to  the  original  addresses ;  but,  without  here  very  closely 
scrutinising  hesitation  or  reticence,  our  statement  fairly  renders 
the  apologetic  position.  A  large  body  of  able  critics  deny 
the  historical  character  of  these  speeches,  and  consider  them 
merely  free  compositions  by  the  author  of  the  Acts,  at  the  best 
being  on  a  par  with  the  speeches  which  many  ancient  writers 
place  in  the  mouths  of  their  historical  personages,  and  giving  only 
what  the  writer  supposed  that  the  speaker  would  say  under  the 

'  xiv.  13  f.,  cf.  xxviii.  6.         *  viii.  14  f.,  x.  44  f.,  etc.         3  xix.  i  f. 

^  V.  21  f.  5  xxii.  30,  xxiii.  if.  *  v.  19,  xii.  6  f. 

7  xvi.  26.  *  V.  40.  ^  xvi.  22  f. 

*"  2  Cor.  xi.  23  f.,  I  Cor.  xv.  10  ;  Stap,  £tudes  sur  les  Origines^  etc.,  p.l24f. 
"  ix.  6,  15  f,  "  x.  9  f.,  xi.  I  f.,  XV.  7. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE  SPEECHES  IN  THE  ACTS  619 


circumstances.  That  the  writer  may  have  made  use  of  such 
materials  as  were  within  his  reach,  or  endeavoured  to  embody  the 
ideas  which  tradition  may  broadly  have  preserved,  is  admitted 
as  possible ;  but  that  these  discourses  can  seriously  be  accepted 
as  conveying  a  correct  report  of  anything  actually  spoken  by  the 
persons  in  whose  mouths  they  are  put  is,  of  course,  denied.  It 
is,  obviously,  extremely  improbable  that  any  of  these  speeches 
could  have  been  written  down  at  the  time.  Taking  even  the 
supposed  case  that  the  author  of  the  Acts  was  Luke,  and  was 
present  when  some  of  the  speeches  of  Paul  were  delivered,  it  is 
difficult  to  imagine  that  he  immediately  recorded  his  recollection 
of  them,  and  more  than  this  he  could  not  have  done.  He  must 
continually  have  been  in  the  habit  of  hearing  the  preaching  of 
Paul,  and  therefore  could  not  have  had  the  inducement  of  novelty 
to  make  him  writedown  what  he  heard.  The  idea  of  recording 
them  (or  posterity  could  not  have  occurred  to  such  a  person,  with 
the  belief  in  the  approaching  end  of  all  things  then  prevalent. 
The  author  of  the  Acts  was  not  the  companion  of  Paul,  however, 
and  the  contents  of  the  speeches,  as  we  shall  presently  see,  are 
not  of  a  character  to  make  it  in  the  least  d^ree  likely  that  they 
could  have  been  written  down  for  separate  circulation.  Many  of 
the  speeches  in  the  Acts,  moreover,  were  delivered  under  circum- 
stances which  render  it  specially  unlikely  that  they  could  have 
been  reported  with  any  accuracy.  At  no  time  an  easy  task 
correctly  to  record  a  discourse  of  any  length,  it  is  doubly  difficult 
when  those  speeches,  like  many  in  Acts,  were  spoken  under 
circumstances  of  great  danger  or  excitement.  The  experience  of 
modern  times,  before  the  application  of  systems  of  shorthand, 
may  show  how  imperfectly  speeches  were  taken  down,  even  where 
there  was  deliberate  preparation  and  set  pi^rpose  to  do  so ;  and  if 
it  be  suggested  that  some  celebrated  orations  of  the  last  century 
have  so  been  preserved,  it  is  undeniable  that  what  has  been 
handed  down  to  us  is  either  a  mere  copy  of  the  previously 
written  speech,  or  does  not  represent  the  original,  but  is  almost 
a  subsequent  composition,  preserving  little  more  than  some 
faint  echoes  of  the  real  utterance.  The  probability  that  a 
correct  record  of  speeches  made  under  such  circumstances 
in  the  middle  of  the  first  century  could  have  been  kept  seems 
exceedingly  small.  Even  if  it  could  be  shown  that  the  author 
of  the  Acts  took  these  speeches  substantially  from  earlier 
documents,  it  would  not  materially  tend  to  establish  their 
authenticity ;  for  the  question  would  still  remain  perfectly  open 
as  to  the  closeness  of  those  documents  to  the  original  discourses  ; 
but  in  the  absence  of  all  evidence,  whether  as  to  the  existence  or 
origin  of  any  such  records,  the  conjecture  of  their  possible  existence 
can  have  no  weight.     We  have  nothing  but  internal  testimony  to 
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examine,  and  that,  we  shall  see,  is  totally  opposed  to  the  claim  to 
historical  value  made  for  those  discourses. 

Apologists  scarcely  maintain  that  we  have  in  the  Acts  a  record 
of  the  original  speeches  in  their  completeness,  but  in  claiming  sub- 
stantial accuracy  most  of  them  include  the  supposition  at  least  of 
careful  condensation.  The  longest  discourse  in  the  Acts  would 
not  have  taken  more  than  six  or  seven  minutes  to  deliver,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  suppose  that  what  is  there  given  can  have  been  the 
whole  speech  delivered  on  many  of  the  occasions  described.  For 
instance,  is  it  probable  that  King  Agrippa,  who  desires  to  hear 
Paul,  and  who  comes  "  with  great  pomp  "  with  Berenice  to  do  so, 
should  only  have  been  favoured  with  a  speech  lasting  five  minutes  ? 
The  author  himself  tells  us  that  Paul  was  not  always  so  brief  in 
his  addresses  as  one  might  suppose  from  the  specimens  here 
presented.'  It  is  remarkable,  however,  that  not  the  slightest 
intimation  is  given  that  the  speeches  are  only  substantially 
reported  or  are  abridged,  and  their  form  and  character  are 
evidently  designed  to  convey  the  impression  of  complete 
discourses.  If  the  reader  examine  any  of  these  speeches,  it  will 
be  clear  that  they  are  concise  compositions,  betraying  no  marks 
of  abridgment,  and  having  no  fragmentary  looseness,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  they  are  highly  artificial  and  finished  productions, 
with  a  continuous  argument.  Many  of  them  are  singularly 
inadequate  to  produce  the  impressions  described ;  but  at  least 
it  is  not  possible  to  discover  that  material  omissions  have 
been  made,  or  that  their  periods  were  originally  expanded 
by  large,  or  even  any,  amplification.  If  these  speeches  be 
regarded  as  complete,  and  with  little  or  no  condensation,  another 
strong  element  is  added  to  the  suspicion  as  to  their  authenticity, 
for  such  extreme  baldness  and  brevity  in  the  declaration  of  a  new 
religion,  requiring  both  explanation  and  argument,  cannot  be 
conceived,  and  in  the  case  of  Paul,  with  whose  system  of  teaching 
and  doctrine  we  are  well  acquainted  through  his  Epistles,  it  is 
impossible  to  accept  such  meagre  and  one-sided  addresses  as 
representations  of  his  manner.  The  statement  that  the  discourses 
are  abridged,  and  a  mere  risunU  of  those  originally  delivered, 
rests  upon  no  authority,  is  a  mere  conjecture  to  account  for 
an  existing  difficulty,  and  is  in  contradiction  to  the  actual  form 
of  the  speeches  in  Acts.  Regarded  as  complete,  their  incongruity 
is  intensified ;  but,  considered  as  abridged,  they  have  lost  in  the 
process  all  representative  character  and  historical  fitness. 

It  has  been  argued,  indeed,  that  the  different  speeches  bear 
evidence  to  their  genuineness  from  their  suitability  to  the  speakers, 
and  to  the  circumstances  under  which  they  are  said  to  have  been 


'  XX.  7-9. 
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delivered ;  but  the  existence  of  anything  but  the  most  superficial 
semblance  of  idiosyncratic  character  must  be  denied.  The 
similarity  of  form,  manner,  and  matter  in  all  the  speeches  is  most 
remarkable,  as  will  presently  be  made  more  apparent,  and  the 
whole  of  the  doctrine  enunciated  amounts  to  little  more  than  the 
repetition,  in  slightly  varying  words,  of  the  brief  exhortation  to 
repentance  and  belief  in  Jesus,  the  Christ,  that  salvation  may  be 
obtained,  with  references  to  the  ancient  history  of  the  Jews, 
singularly  alike  in  all  discourses.  Very  little  artistic  skill  is 
necessary  to  secure  a  certain  suitability  of  the  word  to  the  action 
and  the  action  to  the  word ;  and  evidence  is  certainly  reduced  to 
a  very  low  ebb  when  such  agreement  as  is  presented  in  the  Acts  is 
made  an  argument  for  authenticity.  Not  only  is  the  consistency 
of  the  sentiments  uttered  by  the  principal  speakers,  as  com- 
pared with  what  is  known  of  their  opinions  and  character,  utterly 
disputed,  but  it  must  be  evident  that  the  literary  skill  of  the 
author  of  the  Acts  was  quite  equal  to  so  simple  a  task  as  preserv- 
ing at  least  such  superficial  fitness  as  he  displays. 

It  has  been  freely  admitted  by  critics  of  all  schools  that  the 
author's  own  peculiarities  of  style  and  language  are  apparent  in  all  the 
speeches  of  the  Acts.  We  may  point  out  a  few  general  instances 
of  this  nature  which  are  worthy  of  attention.  The  author  intro- 
duces the  speeches  of  different  persons  with  the  same  expression, 
"  he  opened  his  mouth,"  or  something  similar.  Philip  "opened 
his  mouth  "  (avoids  rh  arofm  avrody  and  addressed  the  Ethio- 
pian (viii.  35l|.  Peter  "  opened  his  mouth  (and)  said "  (avot^as 
TO  oTOfux,  ctTTcv),  whcn  he  delivered  his  discourse  before  the 
baptism  of  Cornelius  (x.  34).  Again,  he  uses  it  of  Paul :  "  And 
when  Paul  was  about  to  open  his  mouth  {fj^Wovros  dvoiyeiv  rh 
oTOfm)  Gallio  said,"  etc.  (xviii.  14).  The  words  with  which  the 
speech  of  Peter  at  Pentecost  is  introduced  deserve  more  attention  : 
"  Peter  lifted  up  his  voice  and  said  unto  them "  {€in]p€v  rriv 
(fxavrfv  avTOv,  koi  dir€<f>6€y^aro  aiVrots)  (ii.  14).  The  verb 
diro<j>0€yy€a'6ai  occurs  again  (ii.  4)  in  the  account  of  the  descent 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  gift  of  tongues,  and  it  is  put  into  the 
mouth  of  Paul  (xxvi.  25)  in  his  reply  to  Festus;  but  it  occurs 
nowhere  else  in  the  New  Testament.  The  favourite  formula  with 
which  all  speeches  open  is,  "Men  (and)  Brethren"  {dv8p€s 
d8€X</K)i),  or  dvSp€s  coupled  with  some  other  term,  as  "  Men 
(and)  Israelites"  {dv8p€s  lo-/5a7yAaTat),  or  simply  dv8p€s  with- 
out addition,  "AvSp^s  dS€X<l>oi  occurs  no  less  than  thirteen 
times.     It  is  used  thrice  by  Peter,^  six  times  by  Paul,3  as  well  as 

'  It  is  to  be  remarked,  however,  that  the  same  expression  occurs  in  the  first 
Synoptic  (Matt  v.  2,  xiii.  35,  xvii.  27),  and  only  once  in  Luke  i.  64.  It  is 
also  quoted  Acts  viii.  32  from  the  Ixx.  version  of  Isaiah  liii.  7. 

'  i.  16  ;  ii.  29 ;  xv.  7.  3  xiii.  26,  38  ;  xxii.  i  ;  xxiii.  1,6;  xxviii.  17. 
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by  Stephen,'  James,^  the  believers  at  Pentecost,^  and  the  rulers  of 
the  Synagogue^^  The  angels  at  the  Ascension  address  the  disciples 
as  "  Men  (and)  Galileans  "  (av8p€s  raA.iXtttoi).5  Peter  makes  use 
of  av8p€s  ^la- parjkilr at  twice,^  and  it  is  likewise  employed  by 
Paul,7  by  Gamaliel,^  and  by  the  Jews  of  Asia.9  Peter  addresses 
those  assembled  at  Pentecost  as  aySp^^  lovSatoi.*®  Paul  opens 
his  Athenian  speech  with  avBpes  'A^votot,"  and  the  town-clerk 
begins  his  short  appeal  to  the  craftsmen  of  Ephesus :  avSpes 
'E^o-iot."  Stephen  begins  his  speech  to  the  Council  with  "Men, 
Brethren,  and  Fathers,  hear"  (avS/jcs  dStXifMi  koI  irarc/ac?, 
aKowrarc),  and  Paul  uses  the  very  same  words  in  addressing 
the  multitude  from  the  stairs  of  the  Temple. '3 

In  the  speech  which  Peter  is  represented  as  making  at  Pente- 
cost he  employs  in  an  altogether  peculiar  way  (ii.  25-27)  Psalm 
xvi.,  quoting  it  in  order  to  prove  that  the  Resurrection  of  Jesus 
the  Messiah  was  a  necessary  occurrence,  which  had  been  foretold 
by  David.  This  is  principally  based  upon  the  tenth  verse  of  the 
Psalm  :  "  Because  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul  in  Hades,  neither 
wilt  thou  give  thy  Holy  One  (rhv  oa-iov  arov)  to  see  corruption 
{Sui<t>Sopdv)"'^  Peter  argues  that  David  both  died  and  was  buried, 
•  and  that  his  sepulchre  is  with  them  to  that  day,  but  that,  being  a 
prophet,  he  foresaw  and  spake  here  of  the  Resurrection  of  Christ, 
"that  neither  was  he  left  in  Hades  nor  did  his  flesh  see  corrup- 
tion (Sia(t>Oopdv)"^s  Is  it  not  an  extremely  singular  circum- 
stance that  Peter,  addressing  an  audience  of  Jews  in  Jerusalem, 
where  he  might  naturally  be  expected  to  make  use  of  the  vernacular 
language,  actually  quotes  the  Septuagint  version  of  the  Old 
Testament,  and  bases  his  argument  upon  a  mistranslation  of  the 
Psalm,  which,  we  may  add,  was  in  all  probability  not  composed 
by  David  at  all  ?  The  word  translated  "  Holy  One  "  should  be 
in  the  plural — "  holy  ones,"  that  is  to  say ;  "  thy  saints,"  and  the 
word  rendered  8ia<f>$opd  corruption,  really  signifies  "  grave " 
or  "  pit."  The  poet,  in  fact,  merely  expresses  his  confidence  that 
he  will  be  preserved  alive.  The  best  critics  recognise  that 
Psalm  xvi.  is  not  a  Messianic  psalm  at  all,  and  many  of  those 
who,  from  the  use  which  is  made  of  it  in  Acts,  are  led  to 
assert  that  it  is  so,  recognise  in  the  main  that  it  can  only  be 
applied  to  the  Messiah  indirectly,  by  arguing  that  the  prophecy 


'  vii.  2. 

»  XV.  13. 

3ii.   37.       . 

*  xiii.  15 

5  i.  II. 

*  11.  22  ;  111. 

12. 

7  xiii.  16, 

«  V.  35. 

9  xxi.  28. 

'°  u.  14. 

"  xvii.  22. 

"  xix.  35. 

*3  vii.  2 ; 

xxii.  I. 

^^  &ri  oitK 

ivKaToKelrf/eiS 

r^P 

yf/vxflP  fiov  eli  q.^iiv 

o^^k  diixreis  t6p  6(nii^  aov 

ld€tW 

dia<l>0opdp. 

Acts  ii.  27, 

'5  Acts  ii. 

31- 
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was  not  fulfilled  in  the  case  of  the  poet  who  speaks  of  himself, 
but  was  fulfilled  in  the  Resurrection  of  Jesus.  This  reasoning, 
however,  totally  ignores  the  sense  of  the  original,  and  is  opposed 
to  all  legitimate  historical  interpretation  of  the  Psalm.  Not 
dwelling  upon  this  point  at  present,  we  must  go  on  to  point  out 
that,  a  little  further  on  (xiii.  35-37),  the  Apostle  Paul  is  repre- 
sented as  making  use  of  the  very  same  argument  which  Peter  here 
employs,  and  quoting  the  same  passage  from  Psalm  xvi.  to  support 
it.  This  repetition  of  very  peculiar  reasoning,  coupled  with  other 
similarities  which  we  shall  presently  point  out,  leads  to  the  infer- 
ence that  it  is  merely  the  author  himself  who  puts  this  argument 
into  their  mouths ;  and  this  conclusion  is  strengthened  by  the 
circumstance  that,  throughout  both  Gospel  and  Acts,  he  always 
quotes  from  the  Septuagint,  even  when  that  version  departs 
from  the  sense  of  the  original.  It  may  be  well  to  give  both 
passages  in  juxtaposition,  in  order  that  the  closeness  of  the  analogy 
may  be  more  easily  realised.  For  this  purpose  we  somewhat  alter 
the  order  of  the  verses  : — 

Peter  in  Acts  ii.  Paul  in  Acts  xiii. 

25.  For     David    saith    concerning  |      35.  Wherefore  he  (David)  saith  also 

him 27.  Because  thou  wilt   not  '  in   another   (Psalm):    Thou   wilt  not 

leave  my  soul  in  Hades,  neither  wilt 
thou  give  thine  holy  one  to  see  corrup- 
tion. 

3a  Being  therefore  a  prophet,  and  |      22 he  raised    up    unto    them 


give  thine  holy  one  to  see  corruption. 


knowing  that  God  swore  with  an  oath 
to  him  that  of  the  fruit  of  his 
loins'   he   would    set    one    upon    his 


David  for  king., 

23.  Of  this  man's  seed  God,  accord- 
ing to  promise,  brought  unto  Israel  a 


throne.  Saviour  Jesus. 

31.  He  foresaw  and  spoke  of  the        34.  But  that  he  raised  him  up  from 
resurrection  of  the  Christ,  that  he  was     the  dead  no  more  to  return  to  corrup- 


neither  left  in  Hades  nor  did  his  flesh 
see  corruption  (8ia</>$opd), 

29.  Men  (and)  brethren  I  may-speak 
vrith  freedom  unto  you  of  the  patnarch 


tion   {Sia<l>0opd)  he  has  said   on   this 


36.  For  David,  after  he  served  in 
his  own  generation  the  counsel  of  God, 


David,   that  he  both   died   and   was  {  fell  asleep,  and  was  added  to  his  fathers 
buried,  and  his  sepulchre  is  amongst     and  saw  corruption  {9ta<f>$opd)  ; 
us  unto  this  day.  | 

32.  This  Jesus  God  raised  up.  37.   But  he  whom  God  raised  saw 

not  corruption  {Sia<p$opd¥). 

Not  only  is  this  argument  the  same  in  both  discourses,  but  the 
whole  of  Paul's  speech,  xiii.  16  f.,  is  a  mere  reproduction  of  the 
two  speeches  of  Peter,  ii.  14  f.  and  iii.  12  f.,  with  such  alterations 
as  the  writer  could  introduce  to  vary  the  fundamental  sameness  of 
ideas  and  expressions.  It  is  worth  while  to  show  this  in  a  similar 
way. 

»  The  authorised  version,  with  Cod.  />,  and  some  other  MSS.,  inserts  here 
**  according  to  the  flesh,  he  would  raise  up  Christ  to  sit,"  etc 
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Paul  in  Acts  xiii. 
1 6.  And    Paul    having    risen 


Peter  in  Acts  ii.  and  in. 
14.  And   Peter   stood    up    {(rTa$€is 


(dycurrds  d^II.) said M en  (and)  '  5^    II.) and     spoke     plainly     to 

Israelites  {dy5pei*I<Tpari\€iTcu)  and  ye     them Men     (and)    Jews    {aw8p€s 


that  fear  God. 


22  and  23.  See  above. 

24.  When  John  first  preached*  be- 


'lovdaloi)  and   all   ye   that    dwell    at 

Jerusalem  (verse     22     and     iii. 

12)  Men  (and)  Israelites  {aydpes 
'Iff/KnyXetreu). 

30.  See  above. 

iii.   19.  Repent,  therefore,  and  turn 


fore  his  coming  the  baptism  of  repen-  •  20 that   he  may  send  Christ 

tance  to  all  the  people  of  Israel.  !  Jesus    who    before    was     appointed' 

i  for  you. 

26.  Men  (and)  Brethren  (or Spa  \  ii.  29.  Men  (and>  Brethren  (drSpes 
ddeX^Ot  sons   (viol)  of    the    race    of|d5eX0oO- 

Abraham  and  those  amongst  you  who  |  iii.  25.2  Ye  are  the  sons  {viol)  of 
fear  God,  to  you  was  the  word  of  this  .  the  prophets  and  of  the  covenant 
salvation  sent  (dTe<rrd\T;)."  which  God  made  unto  your  fisithers, 

saying    unto    Abraham 26 

I  unto  you  first  God,  having  raised  up 
his  servant  (rbp  ToiBa  alrov),*  sent 
{dT4aT€i\(¥)  him  to  bless  you. 

27.  For  they  that  dwell  in  Jeru-  iii.  17.5  And  now  brethren  (dJfX- 
salem  and  their  rulers  {ol  'dpxoPT€s  0oi)  I  know  that  ye  did  (it)  in  igno- 
airrwp),  not  knowing  {iyyoi^ofTcs)  ranee  {dywoiaif),  as  did  also  your 
this  (man)  nor  yet  the  voices  of  the  ^  rulers  {ol  cipxoyT€i  i/fjUap)  ;  18.  but 
prophets  (rd$  ^wvdj  tC^  wpo</njTCov)y  the  things  which  God  before  an- 
which  are  read  every  (rav)  sabbath  '  nounced  by  the  mouth  of  all  the 
day,  fulfilled  {4T\ifip<a<ray)  them  by  j  prophets  (5td  <rT6fiaTos  wdrruw  tw 
their  judgment  of  him  ;  Tp€hp7}TCjif)  he   thus  fulfilled  (^tXtJ/w- 

i  <»■«»') ; 

28.  And     though     having     found        iii.   11 whom    ye     delivered 

no  cause  of  death,  they  desired  I  up,  andf  denied  him  in  the  presence 
{TJHfffayTo)  Pilate  that  he  should  be  !  of  Pilate  when  he  decided  to  release 
slain  (&yaip€$i}wai)  f  |  him  ; 

(ii.  23.  This  (man)  delivered  by 
'  the  determinate  counsel  and  fore- 
I  knowledge  of  God,  by  the  hand  of 
I  lawless  (men)  crucifying  (him)  ye  slew 
;  (di'€(XaTc),6 

'  The  authorised  version  of  iii.  20  reads  "  preached,"  adopting  the  same  verb 
TpoKTjpOrreiy  as  in  xiii,  24,  which  is  nowhere  else  used  in  the  N.  T.  It  is  fair 
to  say,  however,  that  the  evidence  is  greatly  in  favour  of  the  reading  "  xpo- 
K€X€ioi<r/x4voy  "  in  iii.  20. 

'  e^ireardXri  is  the  reading  of  A,  B,  C,  D,  i^,  etc.  ;  the  reading  given  is  that 
of  E,  G,  H,  etc. 

3  Cf.  ii.  39 :  For  the  promise  is  unto  you  and  to  your  children,  and  to 
all  that  are  afar  off,  whomsoever  the  Lord  God  shall  have  called  unto 
him. 

^  Rendered  **  son"  in  the  authorised  version. 

5  Cf.  Actsxvii.  30. 

^  This  verb  dj^atpciy  is  used  twice  in  Luke,  only  thrice  in  the  rest  of  the 
N.  T.,  but  nineteen  times  in  Acts,  and  it  is  freely  put  into  the  mouths  of 
Peter,  Paul,  Stephen,  and  Gamaliel,  as  well  as  used  in  the  narrative 
portions. 
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Paul  in  Acts  xiii. 


29.  But  when  they  finished  all  the 
things  written  regarding  him,  they 
took  him  down  from  the  tree  and  laid 
him  in  a  sepulchre. 

30.  But  God  raised  him  from  the 
dead ;    (6    di   Scbs  Ijyeipcy    aj^riy    iK 

¥€KpSlv). 

31 who  are  now  his  witnesses 

{fj^Lfrrvpes), 

32.  And  we  declare  unto  you  the 
promise  made  unto  the  fathers  [Trphi 
Toi>s  Traripas), 

33.  That  God  has  perfectly  fulfilled 
the  same  unto  our  children,  having 
raised  up  (<beumj<ras)  Jesus,  as  it  is 
written 

34.  35»  36,  37.  See  above. 

38.  Be  it  known  unto  you,  there- 
fore, men  (and)  brethren  [apSpes 
dSeXfpoi),  that  through  this  man  is  pro- 
claimed unto  you  remission  of  sins 
{d<p€ffis  i^junpriQv), 

39.  And  from  all  things  from  which 
ye  could  not  be  justified  in  the  law  of 
Moses,  every  one  who  believes  in  this 
man  is  justified  ; 


40.  Beware,  therefore,  lest  that 
come  upon  you  which  is  spoken  of  in 
the  prophets ; 

41.  Behold  ye  despisers,  and  wonder 
and  perish. 


Peter  in  Acts  ii.  and  hi. 

iii.  14.  But  ye  denied  the  holy  and 
just  one,  and  desired  (iJr^cw^c)  a 
murderer  to  be  granted  to  you. 


15.  And  killed  the  Prince  of  life 
whom  God  raised  from  the  dead  {tv  b 
0€bs  ifyeipey  ^k  yeKpibv)^  whose  witnesses 
ifidpTvpes)  we  are. 

iii.  25.  Ve  are  the  sons  of  the 
prophets  and  of  the  covenant  made 
unto  your  fathers  {wpbs  roifi  xaripai 
vfiQv)  saying 

26.  Unto  you  first  God,  having 
raised  up  {dya<rHfa-ai)  his  servant 
{ircuda)  Jesus,  sent  him  to  bless  you, 
etc. 

ii.  31,  27,  29,  32.  See  above. 

ii.  37.  Men  (and)  Brethren  (awSpes 
ddeXipoL), 

38 Repent    and    be    baptised 

every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  for  remission  of  your  sins 
{d<f>€fftp  Tw  dfiapTiQr  iffiQnf),  etc. 

iii.  22.  Moses  indeed  said*:  A  pro- 
phet shall  the  Lord  your  God  raise  up 
unto  you  from  among  your  brethren, 
like  unto  me  ;  him  shall  ye  hear  in 
all  things  whatsoever  he  shall  say  unto 
you. 

23.  And  it  shall  be  that  every 
soul  which  will  not  hear  that  prophet 
shall  be  destroyed  from  among  the 
people. 

24.  And  all  the  prophets  also  from 
Samuel  and  from  those  that  follow 
after,  as  many  as  spake,  also  foretold 
these  days. 


Paul's  address  likewise  bears  close  analogy  with  the  speech  of 
Stephen,  vii.  2  f.,  commencing  with  a  historical  survey  of  the 
earlier  traditions  of  the  people  of  Israel,  and  leading  up  to  the 
same  accusation  that,  as  their  fathers  disregarded  the  prophets,  so 
they  had  persecuted  and  slain  the  Christ.  The  whole  treatment 
of  the  subject  betrays  the  work  of  the  same  mind  in  both  dis- 
courses. Bleek,  who  admits  the  similarity  between  these  and 
other  speeches  in  Acts,  argues  that  "  it  does  not  absolutely  follow 
from  this  that  these  speeches  are  composed  by  one  and  the  same 

»  This  reference  is  also  put  into  the  mouth  of  Stephen,  Acts  vii.  yj, 

2S 
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person,  and  are  altogether  unhistorical ";  for  it  is  natural,  he 
thinks,  that  in  the  Apostolical  circle,  and  in  the  first  Christian 
Church,  there  should  have  existed  a  certain  uniform  type  in  the 
application  of  messianic  passages  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  in 
quotations  generally,  to  which  different  teachers  might  conform 
without  being  dependent  on  each  other.'  He  thinks  that,  along 
with  the  close  analogy,  there  is  also  much  which  is  charac- 
teristic in  the  different  speeches.  Not  only  is  this  typical  system 
of  quotation,  however,  a  mere  conjecture  to  explain  an  actual 
difficulty,  but  it  is  totally  inadequate  to  account  for  the  pheno- 
mena. If  we  suppose,  for  instance,  that  Paul  had  adopted  the 
unhistorical  application  of  the  sixteenth  Psalm  to  the  Messiah,  is  it 
not  a  very  extraordinary  thing  that  in  all  the  arguments  in  his 
Epistles  he  does  not  once  refer  to  it  ?  Even  if  this  be  waived, 
and  it  be  assumed  that  he  had  adopted  this  interpretation  of  the 
Psalm,  it  will  scarcely  be  asserted  that  Paul,  whose  independence 
and  originality  of  mind  are  so  undeniable,  and  whose  intercourse 
with  the  Apostolical  circle  at  any  time,  and  most  certainly  up  to 
the  period  when  this  speech  was  delivered,  was  very  limited,^ 
could  so  completely  have  caught  the  style  and  copied  the  manner 
of  Peter  that,  on  an  important  occasion  like  this,  his  address 
should  be  a  mere  reproduction  of  Peter's  two  speeches  delivered 
so  long  before,  and  when  Paul  certainly  was  not  present.  The 
similarity  of  these  discourses  does  not  consist  in  the  mere  applica- 
tion of  the  same  Psalm,  but  the  whole  argument,  on  each 
occasion,  is  repeated  with  merely  sufficient  transposition  of  its 
various  parts  to  give  a  superficial  appearance  of  variety.  Words 
and  expressions,  rare  or  unknown  elsewhere,  are  found  in  both, 
and  the  characteristic  differences  which  Bleek  finds  exist  only  in 
his  own  apologetic  imagination.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  the 
form  of  the  speeches  and  the  language  are  generally  ascribed  to 
the  author  of  the  Acts.  Can  any  unprejudiced  critic  deny  that 
the  ideas  in  the  speeches  we  are  considering  are  also  substantially 
the  same  ?  Is  there  any  appreciable  trace  of  the  originality  of 
Paul  in  his  discourses  ?  There  is  no  ground  whatever,  apart  from 
the  antecedent  belief  that  the  various  speeches  were  actually 
delivered  by  the  men  to  whom  they  are  ascribed,  for  asserting 
that  we  have  here  the  independent  utterances  of  Peter  and  Paul. 
It  is  internal  evidence  alone,  and  no  avowal  on  the  part  of  the 
author,  which  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  the  form  of  the  speeches 
is  the  author's ;  and  there  is  no  internal  evidence  which  requires 
us  to  stop  at  the  mere  form,  and  not  equally  ascribe  the  substance 
to  the  same  source.  The  speeches  in  the  Acts,  generally,  have 
altogether  the  character  of  being  the  composition  of  one  mind 

'  Bleek,  Mini.  N,  T.,  p.  346 ;  Trip,  Pauius,  p.  195.      '  Cf.  Gal.  i.  1 1  f.,  ii.  6. 
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endeavouring  to  impart  variety  of  thought  and  expression  to 
various  speakers,  but  failing  signally  either  from  poverty  of  inven- 
tion or  from  the  purpose  of  instituting  a  close  parallel  in  views, 
as  well  as  actions,  between  the  two  representative  Apostles. 

Further  to  illustrate  this,  let  us  take  another  speech  of  Peter 
which  he  delivers  on  the  occasion  of  the  conversion  of  Cornelius, 
and  it  will  be  apparent  that  it  also  contains  all  the  elements,  so 
far  as  it  goes,  of  Paul's  discourse  : — 


Peter  in  Acts  x. 

35.  But  in  every  nation  he  that  fears 

him  (6  <l>o^o(ffi€voi) is  acceptable  to 

him — 

36.  The  word  (rbw  \6yw)  which  he 
(God)  sent  (dW<rr«X«i')  unto  the  sons 
{violi)  of  Israel,  preaching  peace  by 
Jesus  Christ  ;*  he  is  Lord  of  all. 

37.  Ye  know  the  word  spoken 
throughout  all  Judea,  beginning  from 
Galilee,  after  the  baptism  (/Sdimir^) 
which  John  preached, 

38.  Concerning  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
how  God  anoint^  him  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  power;  who  went  about 
doing  good,  and  healing  all  that  were 
oppressed  by  the  devil,  for  God  was 
with  him. 

39.  And  we  are  witnesses  {fidpTvpes) 
of  all  things  which  he  did  both  in  the 
land  of  the  Jews  and  in  Jerusalem ; 
whom  also  they  slew  (AmXa*'),  hanging 
him  upon  a  tree  (^i)Xou). 


40.  Him  God  raised  (6  $c6s  ijyti- 
p€P)  the  third  day,  and  gave  him  to 
become  manifest ; 

41.  Not  to  all  the  people,  but  to 
witnesses  (fidpriMTiy)  chosen  before  by 
God,  even  to  us  who  did  eat  and 
drink  with  him  after  he  rose  from  the 
dead  (iK  vcKpCnf). 

42.  And  he  commanded  (iro/w^- 
TciXer)  us  to  preach  unto  the  people 
and  to  testify  that  it  is  he  who  has 
been  appointed  (6  otpurfUvos)^  by  God 
judge  (icpiT^T)  of  quick  and  dead. 


Paul  in  Acts  xiii. 

26.  Sons  {viol)  of  the  race  of  Abra- 
ham, and  those  among  you  who  fear 
God  {ol  4>oPoiLtfi€wot)f  to  you  was  the 
word  (6  \6yos)  of  this  salvation  sent 
(dTecrrclXi;).' 


24.  When  John  first  proclaimed 
before  his  coming  the  baptism 
ipdimfffia)  of  repentance  to  all  the 
people  of  Israel. 

25.  And  as  John  was  fulfilling  his 
course,  he  said  :  Whom  think  ye  that 
I  am  ?  I  am  not  he ;  but  behold  there 
comes  one  after  me  tiie  shoes  of  whose 
feet  I  am  not  worthy  to  loose. 

27.  For  they  that  dwell  in  Jerusalem 

and     their    rulers 28.    Though 

having  found  no  cause  of  death, 
desired  Pilate  that  he  should  be  slain 
{dpoup€9ijwcu) ;  29.  But  when  they  had 
finished  all  the  things  written  regard- 
ing him  they  took  him  down  firom  the 
tree  {^vXov). 

30.  But  God  raised  (6  Scbs  ijyeipep) 
him  from  the  dead  {^k  p^KpCov)  ; 

31.  And  he  appeared  for  many  days 
to  those  who  came  up  with  him  firom 
Galilee  to  Jerusalem,  who  are  now  his 
w^itnesses  {^idprrvpci)  unto  the  people. 

xvii.    30 but    now     commands 

{TopaYYiWei)  all  men  everywhere  to 
repent ;  31.  Because  he  fixed  a  day 
in  the  which  he  is  about  to  judge 
{Kplw€iv)  the  world  in  righteousness  by 
the  man  whom  he  appointed  (^i<rey),3 


'  Cf.  xiii.  23.  »  P.  624,  note  2. 

3  Except  by  the  author  of  Luke  (xxii.  22)  and  Acts,  the  verb  hpi^euf  is  only 
twice  used  in  the  O.  T.  In  Acts  it  is  twice  put  into  the  mouth  of  Peter  (ii. 
23,  X.  42)  and  twice  into  that  of  Paul  (xvii.  26,  31),  as  well  as  used  in  narra- 
tive (xi.  29). 
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Peter  in  Acts  x. 


43.  To  him  bear  all  the  prophets 
witness  that  through  his  name  all 
who  believe  in  him  shall  receive 
remission  of  sins  {ai<l>€<Ttp  afiapTiQtf), 


Paul  in  Acts  xiii. 

having  given  assurance  to  all  by  having 
raised  him  up  from  the  dead. 

xiii.  27 not  knowing  the  voices 

of  the  prophets  which  are  read  every 

Sabbath  day 38.  Be  it  known  to 

you,  therefore, that    through    this 

'  man  is  proclaimed  unto  you  remission 
'  of  sins  {d<ff€(ris  knaprritav). 

Again,  to  take  an  example  from  another  speaker,  we  find  James 
represented  as  using  an  expression  which  had  just  before  been 
put  into  the  mouth  of  Paul,  and  it  is  not  one  in  the  least  degree 
likely  to  occur  independently  to  each.  The  two  passages  are  as 
follows  : — 


James  in  Acts  xv.  21. 

Moses being  read  in   the  syna- 
gogues every  Sabbath  day. 

{Karii  Tap  ffd^^arop  dvayivu)(TK6fiePos,) 


Paul  in  Acts  xiii.  27. 

the    prophets    being    read    every 

Sabbath  day. 

(irar^  vap  ffd^^arop  dpayiP<a<TKO,u.iP<K. 


The  fundamental  similarity  between  these  different  speeches 
cannot  possibly  be  denied  ;  and  it  cannot  be  reasonably  explained 
in  any  other  way  than  by  the  fact  that  they  were  composed  by  the 
author  himself,  who  had  the  earlier  speeches  ascribed  to  Peter  still 
in  his  memory  when  he  wrote  those  of  Paul,  and  who,  in  short, 
had  not  sufficient  dramatic  power  to  create  altogether  distinct 
characters,  but  simply  made  his  different  personages  use  his  own 
vocabulary  to  express  his  own  somewhat  limited  range  of  ideas. 
Setting  his  special  design  aside,  his  inventive  faculty  only 
permitted  him  to  represent  Peter  speaking  like  Paul,  and  Paul 
like  Peter. 

It  is  argued  by  some,  however,  that  in  the  speeches,  of  Peter, 
for  instance,  there  are  peculiarities  of  language  and  expression 
which  show  analogy  with  the  first  Epistle  bearing  his  name 
in  the  New  Testament  Canon,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  traces 
of  translation  in  some  of  them  which  indicate  that  these  speeches 
were  delivered  originally  in  Aramaic,  and  that  we  have  only 
a  version  of  them  by  the  author  of  the  Acts,  or  by  some 
one  from  whom  he  derived  them.  As  regards  the  first  of 
these  suppositions,  a  few  phrases  only  have  been  pointed  out, 
but  they  are  of  no  force  under  any  circumstances,  and  the 
whole  theory  is  quite  groundless.  We  do  not  consider  it 
worth  while  to  enter  upon  the  discussion.'  There  are  two 
potent  reasons  which  render  such  an  argument  of  no  force,  even  if 
the  supposed  analogies  were  in  themselves  both  numerous  and 

'  Those  who  desire   to  do  so   may  refer   to   the  complete  edition,   1879, 
vol.  iii.,  p.  22,  notes  2,  3,  and  4. 
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striking,  which  actually  they  are  not.  The  authenticity  of  the 
Epistles  bearing  the  name  of  Peter  is  not  only  not  established,  but 
is  by  very  many  eminent  critics  absolutely  denied;  and  there 
is  no  certainty  that  any  of  the  speeches  of  Peter  were  delivered 
in  Greek,  while  the  probability  is  that  most,  if  not  all,  of  that 
Apostle's  genuine  discourses  must  have  been  spoken  in  Aramaic. 
It  is,  in  fact,  asserted  by  apologists  that  part  or  all  of  the  speeches 
ascribed  to  him  in  the  Acts  must  have  been  originally  Aramaic, 
although  opinion  may  differ  as  to  the  language  in  which  some  of 
them  were  spoken.  Whether  they  were  delivered  in  Aramaic,  or 
whether  there  be  uncertainty  on  the  point,  any  conclusion  from 
linguistic  analogies  with  the  Epistles  is  obviously  excluded.  One 
thing  is  quite  undeniable  :  the  supposed  analogies  are  few,  and  the 
peculiarities  distinguishing  the  author  of  Acts  in  these  speeches 
are  extremely  numerous  and  general.  Even  so  thorough  an 
apologist  as  Tholuck  candidly  acknowledges  that  the  attempt  to 
prove  the  authenticity  of  the  speeches  from  linguistic  analogies  is 
hopeless.  He  says  :  "  Nevertheless,  a  comparison  of  the  language 
of  the  Apostles  in  their  Epistles  and  in  these  speeches  must  in 
many  respects  be  less  admissible  than  that  of  the  character  and 
historical  circumstances^  for  indeed,  if  the  language  and  their  pecu- 
liarities be  compared,  it  must  first  be  established  that  all  the 
reported  speeches  were  delivered  in  the  Greek  language,  which 
is  improbable,  and  of  one  of  which  (xxii.  i,  2)  the  contrary  is 
expressly  stated.  Willingly  admitting  that  upon  this  point  differ- 
ence of  opinion  is  allowable,  we  express  as  the  view  which  we  have 
hitherto  held  that,  from  ch.  xx.  onwards,  the  speeches  delivered 
by  Paul  are  reported  more  in  the  language  of  Luke  than  in  that  of 
Paul."^  This  applies  with  double  force  to  Peter,  whose  speeches, 
there  is  still  greater  reason  to  believe,  were  delivered  in  Aramaic, 
and  there  is  difference  of  opinion  amongst  the  critics  we  have 
referred  to  even  as  to  whether  these  speeches  were  translated  by 
the  author  of  the  Acts,  or  were  already  before  him  in  a  translated 
form,  and  were  subsequently  re-edited  by  him.  We  have  already 
shown  cause  for  believing  that  the  whole  discussion  is  groundless, 
from  the  fact  that  the  speeches  in  Acts  were  simply  composed  by 
the  author  himself,  and  are  not  in  any  sense  historical ;  and  this  we 
shall  hereafter  further  illustrate. 

It  may  be  worth  while  to  consider  briefly  the  arguments 
advanced  for  the  theory  that  some  of  the  speeches  show  marks  of 
translation.  It  is  asserted  that  the  speech  of  Peter  at  Pente- 
cost, ii.  14  f.,  was  delivered  in  Aramaic.  Of  course  it  will  be  under- 
stood that  we  might  be  quite  prepared  to  agree  to  this  statement 
as  applied  to  a  spee?^  actually  delivered  by  Peter ;  but  the  asser- 

'  Stud.  u.  Krtt.y  1839,  p.  306. 
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tion,  so  far  as  the  speeches  in  Acts  are  concerned,  is  based  upon 
what  we  believe  to  be  the  erroneous  supposition  that  they  are 
genuine  reports  of  discourses.  On  the  contrary,  we  maintain  that 
these  speeches  are  mere  compositions  by  the  author  of  the  work. 
The  contention  is,  however,  that  the  speech  attributed  to  Peter  is 
the  translation  of  a  speech  originally  delivered  in  Aramaic.  In 
ii.  24  Peter  is  represented  as  saying  :  "  Whom  God  raised  up 
having  loosed  the  pains  of  death  (Xwra?  ras  d}Bivas  rov  Oavdrov)^ 
because  it  is  not  possible  that  he  should  be  held  (KpaTita-Oai) 
by  it."  It  is  argued  by  Bleek  and  others'  that,  as  the  context 
proves,  the  image  intended  here  was  evidently  the  "  snares  "  or 
"  cords  "  of  death,  a  meaning  which  is  not  rendered  by  the  Greek 
word  w8iv€s.  The  confusion  is  explained,  they  contend,  when 
it  is  supposed  that,  in  his  Aramaic  speech,  Peter  made  use  of  a 
Hebrew  expression,  equally  found  in  Aramaic,  which  means  as 
well  "  snares  "  or  "  cords  "  as  "  pains  "  of  death.  The  Greek 
translator,  probably  misled  by  the  Septuagint,"  adopted  the  latter 
signification  of  the  Hebrew  word  in  question,  and  rendered  it 
woij/fs,  "pains,"  which  is  absolutely  inappropriate,  for,  they 
argue,  it  is  very  unnatural  to  say  of  one  who  had  already  suffered 
death,  like  Christ,  that  he  had  been  held  prisoner  by  the  ^^ pains  " 
of  death,  and  loosed  from  them  by  the  resurrection.  There  is, 
however,  very  little  unanimity  amongst  Apologists  about  this 
passage.  Ebrard^  asserts  that  (oStvcs,  "  pains,"  is  the  correct  transla- 
tion of  thg  Hebrew  expression,  as  in  Psalm  xviii.  5,  and  that  the 
Hebrew  word  used  always  expresses  pains  of  birth,  the  plural  of 
the  similar  word  for  "cord"  or  "snare"  being  different.  Ebrard, 
therefore,  contends  that  the  Psalm  (xviii.  5)  does  not  mean  bonds 
or  snares  of  death,  but  literally  "  birth-pains  of  death,"  by  which 
the  soul  is  freed  from  the  natural  earthly  existence  as  by  a  second 
birth  to  a  glorified  spiritual  life.  We  need  not  enter  further  into 
the  discussion  of  the  passage,  but  it  is  obvious  that  it  is  mere 
assumption  to  assert,  on  the  one  hand,  that  Peter  made  use  of  any 
specific  expression,  and,  on  the  other,  that  there  was  any  error  of 
translation  on  the  part  of  the  author  of  Acts.  But  agreeing  that 
the  Hebrew  is  erroneously  rendered,  the  only  pertinent  question 
is  :  By  whom  was  the  error  in  question  committed  ?  and  the  reply 
beyond  any  doubt  is  :  By  the  LXX.  who  translate  the  Hebrew 
expression  in  this  very  way.  It  is  therefore  inadmissible  to  assert 
from  this  phrase  the  existence  of  an  Aramaic  original  of  the 
speech,  for  the  phrase  itself  is  nothing  but  a  quotation  from  the 
Septuagint. 

»  Bleek,  Einl.,  p.  348;  Stud,  u.  Krit,,  1836,  0/1038  f.  Cf.  Meyer, 
Apg.y  p.  72  f.  ;  Neander,  Pflanzung^  u.  s.  w.,  p.  22,  anm.  i  ;  Humphrey, 
Acts,  p.  20. 

«  Ps.  xvii.  5  (A.  v.,  xviii.  5).  3  Ebrard,  zh  Olshausen^  ^pg't  P*  63. 
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The  expression  (aSlv€s  davdrov  occurs  no  less  than  three 
times  in  that  version  :  Ps.  xvii.  5  (A.  V.,  xviii.),  cxiv.  3  (A.  V., 
cxvi.),  and  2  Sam.  xxii.  6 ;  and  in  Job  )<Lxxii.  2  we  have  kveiv 
used  with  u)Slv€s :  wStvas  8k  airrwi'  IXvcras.  When  it  is  remem- 
bered that  the  author  of  Acts  always  quotes  the  Septuagint  version, 
even  when  it  departs  from  the  sense  of  the  Hebrew  original,  and 
in  all  probability  was  only  acquainted  with  the  Old  Testament 
through  it,  nothing  is  more  natural  than  the  use  of  this  expression 
taken  from  that  version  ;  but,  with  the  error  already  existing  there, 
to  ascribe  it  afresh  and  independently  to  the  author  of  Acts,  upon 
no  other  grounds  than  the  assumption  that  Peter  may  have  spoken 
in  Aramaic  and  used  an  expression  which  the  author  misunder- 
stood or  wrongly  rendered,  is  not  permissible.  Indeed,  we  have 
already  pointed  out  that,  in  this  very  speech,  there  are  quotations 
of  the  Old  Testament  according  to  the  LXX.  put  into  the  mouth 
of  Peter,  in  which  that  version  does  not  accurately  render  the 
original' 

The  next  trace  of  translation  advanced  by  Bleek*  is  found  in 
Ji-  33>^  where  Peter  speaks  of  Christ  as  exalted :  "  ry  Sc^^i  rov 
^€ou."  There  can  be  no  doubt,  Bleek  argues,  that  there  is  here 
a  reference  to  Psalm  ex.  i,  and  that  the  apostle  intends  to  speak 
of  Christ's  elevation  "  /o  the  right  (hand)  of  God ";  whereas  the 
Greek  expression  ftither  conveys  the  interpretation,  "  fy  the  right 
(hand)  of  God."  This  expression  certainly  comes,  he  asserts,  from 
a  not  altogether  suitable  translation  of  the  Hebrew.  To  this,  on 
the  other  hand,  much  may  be  objected.  Winer,^  followed  by 
others,  defends  the  construction,  and  aflfirms  that  the  passage  may, 
without  hesitation,  be  translated,  "  /o  the  right  (hand)  of  God. "5 
In  which  case  there  is  no  error  at  all,  and  the  argument  falls  to 
the  ground.  If  it  be  taken,  however,  either  that  the  rendering 
should  be,  or  was  intended  to  be,  "by  the  right  (hand)  of  God  "^ — 
/>.,  by  the  power  of  God — that  would  not  involve  the  necessity  of 
admitting  an  Aramaic  original  because  there  is  no  error  at  all, 

*  Acts  ii.  16  f.,  26,  27. 

'  Einl  N.  T.y  p.  348  ;  Stud.  w.  Krit.,   1836,  p.  1038  ;   De  Wette,  Apg.y 
p.  42  ;  Weiss,  Petr.  I^hrb.y  p.  205. 
3  Cf.  Acts  V.  31. 

*  Gra/nmai,  N,  T,  Sprackid.,  1867,  §  31,  5,  p.  201. 

5  Winer,  /.  c;  Fritzsche,  Conject.^  i.,  p.  42  ;  Hackett,  Acts^  p-  5'  »  lOlhler, 
Stud.  u.  Kr.y  1873,  P*  5"  f-  J  Lekebusch,  Apostelgesch.^  p.  405  ;  Olshausen, 
^PS' ,  p.  66  ;  Wordsworth,  Greek  Test. ,  Acts^  p.  49. 

*^Alford,  Greek  Test,,  ii.,  p.  26;  Beimel,  Gmm.  N,  71,  p.  511  ;  Lechler, 
Das  ap.  u.  tuuhap.  Zeit.,  p.  21,  anm.  I  ;  Zeller,  Apg.tVi.  qo2,  anm.  2  ;  Meyer, 
Apg.^  p.  77  f.  ;  Overbeck,  zu  de  W.  Apg.y  p.  42.  **  By"  is  adopted  by  the 
Vulgate,  Syriac,  Arabic,  and  English  (authorised)  versions. 

7  Alford,  Greek  Test.y  ii.,  p.  26;  Lekebusch,  Apg..,  p.  405;  Meyer,  Apg., 
p.  77  f.  ;  Overbeck,  zu  de  W.  Apg.j  p.  42  ;  Zeller,  Apg.,  p.  502  f.,  anm.  2  ; 
cf.  Kahler,  Stud.  u.  KHt.y  1873,  p.  511  f. 
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and  the  argument  simply  is  that,  being  exalted  by  the  right  hand 
of  God,  Jesus  had  poured  forth  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  in  the  next 
verse  the  passage  in  Psalm  ex.  i  (Sept.cix.)  is  accurately  quoted  from 
the  Septuagint  version:  "Sit  thou  on  my  right  (hand)"  (€#c  Se^uiv 
/Aov).  In  fact,  after  giving  an  account  of  the  crucifixion,  death, 
and  resurrection  of  Jesus,  the  speaker  ascribes  his  subsequent 
exaltation  to  the  power  of  God.* 

We  have  seen  that  at  least  the  form  of  the  speeches  in  Acts  is 
undoubtedly  due  to  the  author  of  the  book,  and  that  he  has  not 
been  able  to  make  the  speeches  of  the  different  personages  in  his 
drama  differ  materially  from  each  other.  We  shall  hereafter  have 
occasion  to  examine  further  the  contents  of  some  of  these  speeches, 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  is  alleged  that  they  were 
spoken,  and  to  inquire  whether  these  do  not  confirm  the  conclusion 
hitherto  arrived  at,  that  they  are  not  historical,  but  merely  the  free 
composition  of  the  author  of  Acts,  and  never  delivered  at  all. 
Before  passing  on,  however,  it  may  be  well  to  glance  for  a  moment 
at  one  of  these  speeches,  to  which  we  may  not  have  another 
opportunity  of  referring,  in  order  that  we  may  see  whether  it 
presents  any  traces  of  inauthenticity  and  of  merely  ideal  com- 
position. 

In  the  first  chapter  an  account  is  given  cjf  a  nieering  of  the 
brethren  in  order  to  elect  a  successor  to  the  traitor  Judas.  Peter 
addresses  the  assembly,  i.  i6  f.,  and  it  may  be  well  to  quote  the 
opening  portion  of  his  speech :  i6.  "  Men  (and)  brethren,  this 
scripture  must  needs  have  been  fulfilled,  which  the  Holy  Spirit  by 
the  mouth  of  David  spake  before  concerning  Judas,  who  became 
guide  to  them  that  took  Jesus,  17.  because  he  was  numbered  with 
us  and  obtained  the  lot  of  this  ministry.  18.  Now  (ft^v  o^v) 
this  man  purchased  a  field  with  the  wages  of  the  iniquity  (ck 
fjLurOov  TTJs  dSiKias),  and  falling  headlong  he  burst  asunder 
in  the  midst,  and  all  his  bowels  gushed  out;  19.  and  (xai)  it 
became  known^  unto  all  the  dwellers  at  Jerusalem,  so  that  that 
field  was  called  in  their  own  tongue  (ry  ISi^-  8iak€KTi() 
Acheldamach,  that  is :  field  of  blood.  20.  For  (yotp)  it  is 
written  in  the  book  of  Psalms  :  *  Let  his  habitation  be  desolate, 
and  let  no  man  dwell  therein,'  and  *  his  office  let  another  take,' " 
etc.  Now,  let  it  be  remembered  that  Peter  is  supposed  to  be 
addressing  an  audience  of  Jews  in  Jerusalem,  in  the  Hebrew  or 

*  The  expression  t^  Jc^i^t  is  used  in  this  sense  in  the  Septoagint  version  of  Isaiah 
Ixiii.  12  ;  cf.  Acts  v.  31.  The  "right  hand  of  God,"  as  symbolising  his  power, 
is  constantly  employed  in  the  Old  Testament. 

'  The  peculiar  and  ftivourite  expression,  ypuxrrbv  iyhcro-  (or  ?<rTw)  biu¥, 
which  only  occurs  in  Acts,  is  placed  in  the  mouth  of  Peter,  Paul,  and  others, 
and  itself  betrays  the  hand  of  the  author.  Cf.  ii.  14,  iv.  10,  ix.  42,  xiii.  38, 
xix.  17,  xxviii.  22,  28. 
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Aramaic  language,  a  few  weeks  after  the  crucifixion.  Is  it  possible, 
therefore,  that  he  should  give  such  an  account  as  that  in  verses  1 8, 
19,  of  the  end  of  Judas,  which  he  himself,  indeed,  says  was  known 
to  all  the  dwellers  at  Jerusalem  ?  Is  it  possible  that,  speaking  in 
Aramaic  to  Jews,  probably  in  most  part  living  at  and  near 
Jerusalem,  he  could  have  spoken  of  the  field  being  so  called  by 
the  people  of  Jerusalem  "  in  their  own  tongue  "  ?  Is  it  possible 
that  he  should,  to  such  an  audience,  have  translated  the  word 
Acheldamach  ?  The  answer  of  most  unprejudiced  critics  is  that 
Peter  could  not  have  done  so.  As  de  Wette  remarks  :  "In  the 
composition  of  this  speech  the  author  has  not  considered  historical 
decorum."'  This  is  felt  by  most  Apologists,  and  many  ingenious 
theories  are  advanced  to  explain  away  the  difficulty.  Some  affirm 
that  verses  18  and  19  are  inserted  as  a  parenthesis  by  the  author 
of  the  Acts,  whilst  a  larger  number  contend  that  only  v.  19  is 
parenthetic.  A  very  cursory  examination  of  the  passage,  however, 
is  sufficient  to  show  that  the  verses  cannot  be  separated.  Verse  18 
is  connected  with  the  preceding  by  the  fiev  o^v,  19  with  18  by 
Kat,  and  verse  20  refers  to  16,  as  indeed  it  also  does  to  17  and 
18,  without  which  the  passage  from  the  Psalm,  as  applied  to  Judas, 
would  be  unintelligible.  Most  critics,  therefore,  are  agreed  that 
none  of  the  verses  can  be  considered  parenthetic.  Some 
Apologists,  who  feel  that  neither  of  the  obnoxious  verses  can 
be  thus  explained,  endeavour  to  overcome  the  difficulty  by 
asserting  that  the  words,  "  in  their  own  tongue  "  (t^  tStV  SiaXcKTc^)) 
and  "  that  is,  the  field  of  blood "  (tovt*  &rrtv  ^iapiov  atfjLaros), 
in  verse  19,  are  merely  explanatory  and  inserted  by  the  author  of 
Acts.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  this  explanation  is  purely 
arbitrary,  and  that  there  is  no  ground,  except  the  difficulty 
itself,  upon  which  their  exclusion  from  the  speech  can  be 
based. 

In  the  cases  to  which  we  have  hitherto  referred,  the  impossibility 
of  supposing  that  Peter  could  have  spoken  in  this  way  has  led 
writers  to  lay  the  responsibility  of  unacknowledged  interpolations 
in  the  speech  upon  the  author  of  Acts,  thus  at  once  relieving 
the  Apostle.  There  are  some  Apologists  who  do  not  adopt 
this  expedient,  but  attempt  to  meet  the  difficulty  in  other  ways, 
while  accepting  the  whole  as  a  speech  of  Peter.  According  to  one 
theory,  those  who  object  that  Peter  could  not  have  thus  related 
the  death  of  Judas  to  people  who  must  already  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  have  totally  overlooked  the  fact 
that  a  peculiar  view  of  what  has  occurred  is  taken  in  the  narrative, 
and  that  this  peculiar  view  is  the  principal  point  of  it.  According 
to  the  statement  made,  Judas  met  his  miserable  end  in  the  very 

*  Apostelg.^  p.  12. 
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field  which  he  had  bought  with  the  price  of  blood.  It  is  this 
circumstance,  it  appears,  which  Peter  brings  prominently  forward, 
and  represents  as  a  manifest  and  tangible  dispensation  of  Divine 
justice.  Unfortunately  this  is  clearly  an  imaginary  moral  attached 
to  the  narrative  by  the  Apologist,  and  is  not  the  object  of 
the  supposed  speaker,  who  rather  desires  to  justify  the  forced 
application  to  Judas  of  the  quotations  in  verse  20,  which  are 
directly  connected  with  the  preceding  by  yap.  Moreover,  no 
explanation  is  here  offered  of  the  extraordinary  expressions  in 
verse  19  addressed  to  citizens  of  Jerusalem  by  a  Jew  in  their  own 
tongue. 

Another  explanation,  which  includes  these  points,  is  still  more 
striking.  With  regard  to  the  improbability  of  Peter's  relating, 
in  such  a  way,  the  death  of  Judas,  it  is  argued  that,  according 
to  the  Evangelists,  the  disciples  went  from  Jerusalem  back  to 
Galilee  some  eight  days  after  the  resurrection,  and  only 
returned  before  Pentecost  to  await  the  fulfilment  of  the 
promise  of  Jesus.  Peter  and  his  companions,  it  is  supposed,  only 
after  their  return  became  acquainted  with  the  fate  of  Judas,  which 
had  taken  place  during  their  absence,  and  the  matter  was,  there- 
fore, quite  new  to  them  j  besides,  it  is  added,  a  speaker  is  often 
obliged  on  account  of  some  connection  with  his  subject  to  relate 
facts  already  known.  It  is  true  that  some  of  the  Evangelists 
represent  this  return  to  Galilee'  as  having  taken  place,  but  the 
author  of  the  third  Gospel  and  the  Acts  not  only  does  not  do  so, 
but  excludes  it."  In  the  third  Gospel  (xxiv.  49)  Jesus  commands 
the  disciples  to  remain  in  Jerusalem  until  they  are  endued  with 
power  from  on  high,  and  then,  after  blessing  them,  he  is  parted 
from  them,  and  they  return  from  Bethany  to  Jerusalem.^  In  Acts 
the  author  again  takes  up  the  theme,  and,  whilst  evidently  giving 
later  traditions  regarding  the  appearances  after  the  resurrection,  he 
adheres  to  his  version  of  the  story  regarding  the  command  to  stay 
in  Jerusalem.      In  i.  4  he  says  :   "  And  being  assembled  together 

*  Matt,  xxviii.  10, 16;  Mark  xvi.  7 ;  John  xxi.  i.  Dr.  Farrar,  somewhat  perti- 
nently, asks  :  **  Why  did  they  (the  disciples)  not  go  to  Galilee  immedialelv  on 

receiving  our  Lord's  message  ?    The  circumstance  is  unexplained Perhaps 

the  entire  message  of  Jesus  to  them  is  not  recorded  ;  perhaps  they  awaited  the 
end  of  the  feast "  {Life  of  Christy  ii.,  p.  441,  note  i). 

'  In  Luke  xxiv.  49  the  Cod,  A /ex,  reads  iv  ry  rSXci  ^UpowroMifA,  with  Cod. 
C  *  ♦,  F,  H,  K,  M,  and  a  number  of  others  of  less  note.  The  other  older 
Codices  omit  'lepowraXijAt,  but  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  that  the  "city" 
is  Jerusalem. 

3  We  shall  hereafter  have  to  go  more  fully  into  this,  and  shall  not  discuss  it 
here.  The  third  Gospel  really  represents  the  Ascension  as  taking  place  on  the 
day  of  the  Resurrection ;  and  Acts,  whilst  giving  later  tradition,  and  making 
the  Ascension  occur  forty  days  after,  does  not  amend,  but  confirms,  the 
previously  enunciated  view  that  the  disciples  had  been  ordered  to  stay  in 
Jerusalem. 
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with  them  he  commanded  them  not  to  depart  from  Jerusalem,  but 
to  wait  for  the  promise  of  the  Father,"  etc. ;  and  here  again,  verse 
12,  the  disciples  are  represented,  just  before  Peter's  speech  is 
supposed  to  have  been  delivered,  as  returning  from  the  Mount  of 
Olives  to  Jerusalem.  The  author  of  Acts  and  the  third  Synoptic, 
therefore,  gives  no  countenance  to  this  theory. 

Setting  all  this  aside,  the  apologetic  hypothesis  we  are  discussing  is 
quite  excluded  upon  other  grounds.  If  we  suppose  that  the  disciples 
did  go  into  Galilee  for  a  time,  we  find  them  again  in  Jerusalem  at 
the  election  of  the  successor  to  Judas,  and  there  is  no  reason  to 
believe  that  they  had  only  just  returned.  The  Acts  not  only  allow 
of  no  interval  at  all  for  the  journey  to  Galilee  between  i.  12-14  and 
15  f.,  but  by  the  simple  statement  with  which  our  episode 
commences,  verse  15,  "And  in  these  days"  {kol  h  rat?  iJ/lU^is 
ravrais),  Peter  conveys  anything  but  the  impression  of  a  very 
recent  return  to  Jerusalem.  If  the  Apostles  had  been  even  a  few 
days  there,  the  incongruity  of  the  speech  would  remain  undiminished; 
for  the  120  brethren  who  are  said  to  have  been  present  must 
chiefly  have  been  residents  in  Jerusalem,  and  cannot  be  supposed 
also  to  have  been  absent ;  and,  in  any  case,  events  which  are 
represented  as  so  well  known  to  all  the  dwellers  in  Jerusalem 
must  certainly  have  been  familiar  to  the  small  Christian  com- 
munity whose  interest  in  the  matter  was  so  specially  great 
Moreover,  according  to  the  first  Synoptic,  as  soon  as  Judas  sees 
that  Jesus  is  condemned,  he  brings  the  money  back  to  the  chief 
priests,  casts  it  down,  and  goes  and  hangs  himself,  xxvii.  3  f.  This 
is  related  even  before  the  final  condemnation  of  Jesus  and  before 
his  crucifixion,  and  the  reader  is  led  to  believe  that  Judas  at  once 
put  an  end  to  himself,  so  that  the  disciples,  who  are  represented 
as  being  still  in  Jerusalem  for  at  least  eight  days  after  the  resurrec- 
tion, must  have  been  there  at  the  time. 

With  regard  to  the  singular  expressions  in  verse  1 9,  this  theory  goes 
on  to  suppose  that,  out  of  consideration  for  Greek  fellow  believers, 
Peter  had  probably  already  b^un  to  speak  in  the  Greek  tongue;  and 
when  he  designates  the  language  of  the  dwellers  in  Jerusalem  as 
"their  own  dialect,"  he  does  not  thereby  mean  Hebrew  in  itself,  but 
their  own  expression,  the  peculiar  confession  of  the  opposite  party, 
which  admitted  the  cruel  treachery  towards  Jesus,  in  that  they  named 
the  piece  of  ground  Hakel  Damah.  Here,  again,  what  assumptions ! 
It  is  generally  recognised  that  Peter  must  have  spoken  in  Aramaic, 
and,  even  if  he  did  not,  tq  t8t^  StaX^Kn^^  cannot  mean  anything 
but  the  language  of  "  all  the  dwellers  at  Jerusalem."     In  a  speech 


*  5id\€KT0i  is  used  six  times  in  Acts,  and  nowhere  else  in  the  New  Testament ; 
rj  ISiq^  5iaK^KT(fi  occurs  thrice,  i.  19,  ii.  6,  8  ;  and  rj  'E^patSi  8ia\4KT(fi  thrice, 
xxi.  40,  xxii.  2,  xxvL  14. 
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delivered  at  Jerusalem,  in  any  language,  to  an  audience  consisting 
at  least  in  considerable  p)art  of  inhabitants  of  the  place,  and 
certainly  almost  entirely  of  persons  whose  native  tongue  was 
Aramaic,  to  tell  them  that  the  inhabitants  called  a  certain  field 
"in  their  own  tongue"  Acheldamach,  giving  them  at  the  same  time 
a  translation  of  the  word,  is  inconceivable  to  most  critics,  even 
including  Apologists. 

There  is  another  point  which  indicates  not  only  that  this  theory 
is  inadequate  to  solve  the  difficulty,  but  that  the  speech  could  not 
have  been  delivered  by  Peter  a  few  weeks  after  the  occurrences 
related.  It  is  stated  that  the  circumstances  narrated  were  so  well 
known  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  that  the  field  was  called 
in  their  own  tongue  Acheldamach.  The  origin  of  this  name  is 
not  ascribed  to  the  priests  or  rulers,  but  to  the  people,  and  it  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  a  popular  name  could  have  become 
attached  to  this  field,  and  so  generally  adopted  as  the  text 
represents,  within  the  very  short  time  which  could  have  elapsed 
between  the  death  of  Judas  and  the  delivery  of  this  speech.  Be 
it  remembered  that  from  the  time  of  the  crucifixion  to  Pentecost 
the  interval  was  in  all  only  about  seven  weeks,  and  that  this 
speech  was  made  some  time  before  Pentecost — how  long  we  caimot 
tell,  but  in  any  case  the  interval  was  much  too  brief  to  permit  of 
the  popular  adoption  of  the  name.  The  whole  passage  has  much 
more  the  character  of  a  narrative  of  events  which  had  occurred 
a  long  time  past  than  of  circumstances  which  had  taken  place  a 
few  days  before. 

The  obvious  conclusion  is  that  this  speech  was  never  spoken 
by  Peter,  but  is  a  much  later  composition  put  into  his  mouth,  and 
written  for  Greek  readers,  who  required  to  be  told  about  Judas, 
and  for  whose  benefit  the  Hebrew  name  of  the  field,  inserted  for 
local  colouring,  had  to  be  translated.  This  is  confirmed  by 
several  circumstances,  to  which  we  may  refer.  We  shall  not 
dwell  much  upon  the  fact  that  Peter  is  represented  as  applying 
to  Judas  two  passages  quoted  from  the  Septuagint  version  of 
Psalm  Ixix.  25  (Sept.  Ixviii.)  and  Psalm  cix.  (Sept  cviii.)  which, 
historically,  cannot  for  a  moment  be  sustained  as  referring  to  him. 
The  first  of  these  Psalms*  is  quoted  freely,  and,  moreover,  the 
denunciations  in  the  original  being  against  a  plurality  of  enemies, 
it  can  only  be  made  applicable  to  Judas  by  altering  the  plural 
"their"  (avriav)  to  "his  habitation"  (hravkis  avrov),  a  con- 
siderable liberty  to  take  with  prophecy.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  said 
to  have  spoken  this  prophecy  "concerning  Judas"  "by  the 
mouth  of  David,"  but  modem  research  has  led  critics  to  the 
conclusion  that  neither  Psalm  Ixix.  nor  Psalm  cix.  was  composed 
by  David  at  all.  As  we  know  nothing  of  Peter^s  usual  system 
of   exegesis,   very   little   weight    as    evidence   can   be   attached 
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to  this.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  clear  that  a  considerable  time 
must  have  elapsed  before  these  two  passages  from  the  Psalms 
could  have  become  applied  to  the  death  of  Judas. 

The  account  which  is  given  of  the  fate  of  Judas  is  contradictory 
to  that  given  in  the  first  Synoptic,  and  cannot  be  reconciled  with 
it,  but  follows  a  different  tradition.  According  to  the  first 
Synoptic  (xxvii.  3  f.),  Judas  brings  back  the  thirty  pieces  of 
silver,  casts  them  down  in  the  Temple,  and  then  goes  and  hangs 
himself.  The  chief  priests  take  the  money  and  buy  with  it  the 
Potter's  field,  which  is  not  said  to  have  had  any  other  connection 
with  Judas,  as  a  place  for  the  burial  of  strangers.  In  the  Acts, 
Judas  himself  buys  a  field  as  a  private  possession,  and,  instead  of 
committing  suicide  by  hanging,  he  is  represented  as  dying  from 
a  fall  in  this  field,  which  is  evidently  regarded  as  a  special  judg- 
ment upon  him  for  his  crime.  Beyond  calling  attention  to  this 
amongst  other  phenomena  presented  in  this  speech,  however,  we 
have  not  further  to  do  with  the  point  at  present.  We  have  already 
devoted  too  much  space  to  Peter's  first  address,  and  we  now  pass 
on  to  more  important  topics. 
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CHAPTER   IV. 

THE   HISTORICAL   VALUE   OF   THE   WORK,   CONTINUED 
PRIMITIVE   CHRISTIANITY 

We  now  enter  upon  a  portion  of  our  examination  of  the  Acts 
which  is  so  full  of  interest  in  itself  that  peculiar  care  will  be 
requisite  to  restrain  ourselves  within  necessary  limits.  Hitherto 
our  attention  has  been  mainly  confined  to  the  internal  phenomena 
presented  by  the  document  before  us,  with  comparatively  little  aid 
from  external  testimony,  and,  although  the  results  of  such  criticism 
have  been  of  no  equivocal  character,  the  historical  veracity  of  the 
Acts  has  not  yet  been  tested  by  direct  comparison  with  other 
sources  of  information.  We  now  propose  to  examine,  as  briefly 
as  may  be,  some  of  the  historical  statements  in  themselves 
by  the  light  of  information  derived  from  contemporary  witnesses 
of  unimpeachable  authority,  and  to  confront  them  with  well- 
established  facts  in  the  annals  of  the  first  two  centuries.  This 
leads  us  to  the  borders  not  only  of  one  of  the  greatest  con- 
troversies which  has  occupied  theological  criticism,  but  also  of 
still  more  important  questions  regarding  the  original  character 
and  systematic  development  of  Christianity  itself.  The  latter 
we  must  here  resolutely  pass  almost  unnoticed,  and  into  the 
former  we  shall  only  enter  so  far  as  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
the  special  object  of  our  inquiry. 

The  document  before  us  professes  to  give  a  narrative  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  primitive  Church  from  its  first  formation  in  the  midst  of 
Mosaism,  with  strong  Judaistic  rules  and  prejudices,  up  to  that  liberal 
universalism  which  freely  admitted  the  Christian  Gentile,  upon  equal 
terms,  into  communion  with  the  Christian  Jew.  The  question 
with  which  we  are  concerned  is  strictly  this :  Is  the  account  in  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles  of  the  successive  steps  by  which  Christianity 
emerged  from  Judaism,  and,  shaking  off*  the  restrictions  and 
obligations  of  the  Mosaic  law,  admitted  the  Gentiles  to  a  full  par- 
ticipation of  its  privileges,  historically  true  ?  Is  the  representation 
which  is  made  of  the  conduct  and  teaching  of  the  older  Apostles 
on  the  one  hand,  and  of  Paul  on  the  other,  and  of  their  mutual 
relations,  an  accurate  one  ?  Can  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  in  short, 
be  considered  a  sober  and  veracious  history  of  so  important  and 
interesting  an  epoch  of  the  Christian  Church  ?  This  has  been 
vehemently  disputed  or  denied,  and  the  discussion,  extending  on 
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every  side  into  important  collateral  issues,  forms  in  itself  a  litera- 
ture of  voluminous  extent  and  profound  interest.  Our  path  now 
lies  through  this  debatable  land ;  but,  although  the  controversy  as 
to  the  connection  of  Paul  with  the  development  of  Christianity 
and  his  relation  to  the  Apostles  of  the  Circumcision  cannot  be 
altogether  avoided,  it  only  partially  concerns  us.  We  are  freed 
from  the  necessity  of  advancing  any  particular  theory,  and  have 
here  no  further  interest  in  it  than  to  inquire  whether  the  narrative 
of  the  Acts  is  historical  or  not.  If,  therefore,  avoiding  many  im- 
portant but  unnecessary  questions,  and  restricting  ourselves  to  a 
straight  course  across  the  great  controversy,  we  seem  to  deal 
insufficiently  with  the  general  subject,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  argument  is  merely  incidental  to  our  inquiry,  and  that  we  not 
only  do  not  pretend  to  exhaust  it,  but  distinctly  endeavour  to 
reduce  our  share  in  it  to  the  smallest  limits  compatible  with  our 
immediate  object. 

According  to  the  narrative  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  the 
Apostolic  age  presents  a  most  edifying  example  of  concord  and 
moderation.  The  emancipation  of  the  Church  from  Mosaic 
restrictions  was  effected  "without  strife  or  heart-burning,  and  the 
freedom  of  the  Gospel,  if  not  attained  without  hesitation,  was 
finally  proclaimed  with  singular  largeness  of  mind  and  philosophic 
libersdity.  The  teaching  of  Paul  differed  in  nothing  from  that 
of  the  elder  Apostles.  The  Christian  universalism,  which  so 
many  supp)ose  to  have  specially  characterised  the  great  Apostle  of 
the  Gentiles,  was  not  only  shared,  but  even  anticipated,  by  the 
elder  Apostles.  So  far  from  opposing  the  free  admission  of  the 
Gentiles  to  the  Christian  community,  Peter  declares  himself  to 
have  been  chosen  of  God  that  by  his  voice  they  should  hear  the 
Gospel,'  proclaims  that  there  is  no  distinction  between  Jew  and 
Gentile,^  and  advocates  the  abrogation,  in  their  case  at  least,  of 
the  Mosaic  law.3  James,  whatever  his  private  predilections  may 
be,  exhibits  almost  equal  forbearance  and  desire  of  conciliation. 
In  fact,  whatever  anomalies  and  contradictions  may  be  discover- 
able, upon  close  examination,  beneath  this  sittooth  and  brilliant 
surface,  the  picture  superficially  presented  is  one  of  singular 
harmony  and  peace.  On  the  other  hand,  instead  of  that  sensitive 
independence  and  self-reliance  of  character  which  has  been 
ascribed  to  the  Apostle  Paul,  we  find  him  represented  in  the  Acts 
as  submissive  to  the  authority  of  the  "  Pillars  "  of  the  Church, 
ready  to  conform  to  their  counsels  and  bow  to  their  decrees,  and 
as  seizing  every  opportunity  of  visiting  Jerusalem  and  coming  in 
contact  with  that  stronghold  of  Judaism.  Instead  of  Hie  Apostle 
of  the  Gentiles,  preaching  the  abrogation  of  the  law,  and  more 

»  Acts  XV.  7.  »  Jb.y  XV.  9.  3  /J.,  XV.  lo. 
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than  suspected  of  leading  the  Jews  to  apostatise  from  Moses,*  we 
find  a  man  even  scrupulous  in  his  observance  of  Mosaic  customs, 
taking  vows  upon  him,  circumcising  Timothy  with  his  own  hand, 
and  declaring  at  the  close  of  his  career,  when  a  prisoner  at  Rome, 
that  he  "  did  nothing  against  the  people  or  the  customs  of  the 
fathers."'  There  is  no  trace  of  angry  controversy,  of  jealous 
susceptibility,  of  dogmatic  difference,  in  the  circle  of  the  Apostles. 
The  intercourse  of  Paul  with  the  leaders  of  the  Judaistic  party  is 
of  the  most  unbroken  pleasantness  and  amity.  Of  oppositicm  to 
his  ministry,  or  doubt  of  his  Apostleship,  whether  on  the  part  of 
the  Three  or  of  those  who  identified  themselves  with  their 
teaching,  we  have  no  hint.  We  must  endeavour  to  ascertain 
whether  this  is  a  true  representation  of  the  early  development  of 
the  Church,  and  of  the  momentous  history  of  the  Apostolic  age. 

In  the  Epistles  of  Paul  we  have,  at  least  to  some  extent,  the 
means  of  testing  the  accuracy  of  the  statements  of  the  Acts  with 
regard  to  him  and  the  early  history  of  the  Church.  The  Epistles 
to  the  Galatians,  to  the  Corinthians  (2),  and  to  the  Romans  are 
generally  admitted  to  be  genuine,^  and  can  be  freely  used  for  this 
purpose.  To  these  we  shall  limit  our  Jrttention,  excluding  other 
epistles,  whose  authenticity  is  either  questioned  or  denied ;  but  in 
doing  so  no  material  capable  of  really  affecting  the  result  is  set 
aside.  For  the  same  reason,  we  must  reject  any  evidence  to  be 
derived  from  the  so-called  Epistles  of  Peter  and  James,  at  least  so 
far  as  they  are  supposed  to  represent  the  opinions  of  Peter  and 
James  ;  but  here  again  it  will  be  found  that  they  do  not  materially 
affect  the  points  immediately  before  us.  The  veracity  of  the  Acts 
of  the  AjK)Stles  being  the  very  point  which  is  in  question,  it  is  un- 
necessary to  say  that  we  have  to  subject  the  narrative  to  examina- 
tion, and  by  no  means  to  assume  the  correctness  of  any  statements 
we  find  in  it.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  our  endeavour  to 
collect  from  this  document  such  indications — ^and  they  will 
frequently  be  valuable — of  the  true  history  of  the  occurrences 
related,  as  may  be  presented  between  the  lines  of  the  text. 
In  the  absence  of^uller  information,  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  human  nature  in  the  first  century  of  our  era  was  very  much 
what  it  is  in  the  nineteenth,  and,  certain  facts  being  clearly  estab- 
lished, it  will  not  be  difficult  to  infer  many  details  which  cannot 
now  be  positively  demonstrated.  The  Epistle  to  the  Galatians, 
however,  will  be  our  most  invaluable  guide.  Dealing,  as  it  does, 
with  some  of  the  principal  episodes  of  the  Acts,  we  are  enabled 
by  the  words  of  the  Apostle  Paul  himself,  which  have  all  the 
accent  of  twith  and  vehement  earnestness,  to  control  the  narrative 
of  the  unknown  writer  of  that  work ;  and,  where  this  source  fails, 

'  Acts  xxi.  21.  "  /^.,  xxviii.  17.  3  in  great  part,  at  least 
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we  have  the  unsuspected  testimony  of  his  other  Epistles,  and  of 
later  ecclesiastical  history,  to  assist  our  inquiry. 

The  problem,  then,  which  we  have  to  consider  is  the  manner  in 
which  the  primitive  Church  emerged  from  its  earliest  form,  as  a  Jewish 
institution  with  Mosaic  restrictions  and  Israelitish  exclusiveness, 
and  finally  opened  wide  its  doors  to  the  uncircumcised  Gentile, 
and  assumed  the  character  of  a  universal  religion.  In  order  to 
understand  the  nature  of  the  case,*  and  be  able  to  estimate  aright 
the  solution  which  is  presented  by  the  narrative  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  obtain  a  clear  view  of  the 
actual  characteristics  of  Christianity  at  the  period  when  that  history 
begins.  We  must  endeavour  to  understand  precisely  what  view 
the  Apostles  had  formed  of  their  position  in  regard  to  Judaism, 
and  of  the  duty  which  devolved  upon  them  of  propagating  the 
Gospel.  It  is  obvious  that  we  cannot  rightly  appreciate  the 
amount  of  persuasion  requisite  to  transform  the  primitive  Church 
from  Jewish  exclusiveness  to  Christian  universality,  without  ascer- 
taining the  probable  amount  of  long-rooted  conviction  and  religious 
prejudice  or  principle  which  had  to  be  overcome  before  that  great 
change  could  be  effected. 

We  shall  not  here  enter  upon  any  argument  as  to  the  precise 
views  which  the  Founder  of  Christianity  may  have  held  as  to  his 
own  person  and  work,  nor  shall  we  attempt  to  sift  the  traditions  of 
his  life  and  teaching  which  have  been  handed  down  to  us,  and  to 
separate  the  genuine  spiritual  nucleus  from  the  grosser  matter  by 
which  it  has  been  enveloped  and  obscured.  We  have  much  more 
to  do  with  the  view  which  others  took  of  the  matter,  and,  looking 
at  the  Gospels  as  representations  of  that  which  was  accepted  as 
the  orthodox  view  regarding  the  teaching  of  Jesus,  they  are  almost 
as  useful  for  our  present  purpose  as  if  they  had  been  more  spiritual 
and  less  popular  expositions  of  his  views.  What  the  Master  was 
understood  to  teach  is  more  important  for  the  history  of  the  first 
century  than  what  he  actually  taught  without  being  understood. 

Nothing  is  more  certain  than  the  fact  that  Christianity,  originally, 
was  developed  out  of  Judaism,  and  that  its  advent  was  historically 
prepared  by  the  course  of  the  Mosaic  system,  to  which  it  was  so 
closely  related.  In  its  first  stages,  during  the  apostolic  age,  it  had 
no  higher  ambition  than  to  be,  and  to  be  considered,  the  con- 
tinuation and  the  fulfilment  of  Judaism,  its  final  and  triumphant 
phase.  The  substantial  identity  of  primitive  Christianity  with 
true  Judaism  was,  at  first,  never  called  in  question ;  it  was  con- 
sidered a  mere  internal  movement  of  Judaism,  its  development 
and  completion,  but  by  no  means  its  mutilation.  The  idea  of 
Christianity  as  a  new  religion  never  entered  the  minds  of  the 
Twelve  or  of  the  first  believers,  nor,  as  we  shall  presently  see, 
was  it  so  regarded  by  the  Jews  themselves.      It   was,  in  fact, 
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originally  nothing  more  than  a  sect  of  Judaism  holding  a  particu- 
lar view  of  one  point  in  the  creed,  and,  for  a  very  long  period,  it 
was  considered  so  by  others,  and  was  in  no  way  distinguished  from 
the  rest  of  Mosaism.  Even  in  the  Acts  there  are  traces  of  this, 
Paul  being  called  "a  ringleader  of  the  sect  (alpta-Ls)  of  the 
Nazarenes,"'  and  the  Jews  of  Rome  being  represented  as  referring 
to  Christianity  by  this  term.^  Paul,  before  the  Council,  not  only 
does  not  scruple  to  call  himself  "a  Pharisee,  the  son  of  a  Pharisee," 
but  the  Pharisees  take  part  with  him  against  the  more  unorthodox 
and  hated  sect  of  the  Sadducees.3 

For  eighteen  centuries  disputes  have  fiercely  raged  over 
the  creed  of  Christendom,  and  the  ingenuity  of  countless 
divines  has  been  exhausted  in  deducing  mystic  dogmas  from 
the  primitive  teaching ;  but  if  there  be  one  thing  more 
remarkable  than  another  in  that  teaching,  according  to  the 
Synoptics,  it  is  its  perfect  simplicity.  Jesus  did  not  appear 
with  a  ready-made  theology,  and  imposed  no  elaborate  system  of 
doctrine  upon  his  disciples.  Throughout  the  prophetic  period  of 
Mosaism  one  hope  had  sustained  the  people  of  Israel  in  all  their 
sufferings  and  reverses — that  the  fortunes  of  the  nation  should 
finally  be  retrieved  by  a  scion  of  the  race  of  David,  under  whose 
rule  it  should  be  restored  to  a  future  of  unexampled  splendour 
and  prosperity.  The  expectation  of  the  Messiah,  under  frequently 
modified  aspects,  had  formed  a  living  part  in  the  national  faith  of 
Israel.  Primitive  Christianity,  sharing,  but  recasting,  this  ancient 
hope,  was  only  distinguished  from  Judaism,  with  whose  worship  it 
continued  in  all  points  united,  by  a  single  doctrine,  which  was  in 
itself  merely  a  modification  of  the  national  idea — the  belief  that 
Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  actually  the  Christ,  the  promised  Messiah. 
This  was  substantially  the  whole  of  its  creed. 

The  Synoptic  Gospels,  and  more  especially  the  first,*  are  clearly 
a  history  of  Jesus  as  the  Messiah  of  the  house  of  David,  so  long 
announced  and  expected,  and  whose  life  and  even  his  death  and 
resurrection  are  shown  to  be  the  fulfilment  of  a  series  of  Old 
Testament  prophecies.  When  his  birth  is  announced  to  Mary,  he 
is  described  as  the  great  one,  who  is  to  sit  on  the  throne  of  David 
his  father,  and  reign  over  the  house  of  Jacob  for  ever,5  and  the 
good  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all  the  people  {iravrl  tw  Aa<j)),  that 
the  Messiah  is  born  that  day  in  the  city  of  David,  are  proclaimed 
by  the  angel  to  the  shepherds  of  the  plain.^  Symeon  takes  the 
child  in  his  arms  and  blesses  God  that  the  words  of  the  Holy 

'  Acts  xxiv.  5.  ^  /6.f  xxviii.  22.  3  /^.^  xxiii.  6  f. 

*  The  Gospel  commences  with  the  announcement,  i.  i,  17,  18  ;   cf.   Mark 
i.  I  f. 
5  Luke  i.  32,  33.  •  Id.,  ii.  10  f. 
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Spirit  are  accomplished,  that  he  should  not  die  before  he  had  seen 
the  Lord's  anointed,  the  Messiah,  the  consolation  of  Israel.'  The 
Magi  come  to  his  cradle  in  Bethlehem,  the  birthplace  of  the 
Messiah  indicated  by  the  prophet,'  to  do  homage  to  him  who  is 
bom  King  of  the  Jews,3  and  there  Herod  seeks  to  destroy  him,* 
fulfilling  another  prophecy.s  His  flight  into  Egypt  and  return  to 
Nazareth  are  equally  the  fulfilment  of  prophecies.^  John  the 
Baptist,  whose  own  birth  as  the  forerunner  of  the  Messiah  had 
been  foretold,^  goes  before  him  preparing  the  way  of  the  Lord, 
and  announcing  that  the  Messianic  kingdom  is  at  hand.  According 
to  the  fourth  Gospel,  some  of  the  twelve  had  been  disciples  of  the 
Baptist,  and  follow  Jesus  on  their  master's  assurance  that  he  is  the 
Messiah.  One  of  these,  Andrew,  induces  his  brother  Simon  Peter 
also  to  go  after  him  by  the  announcement :  "  We  have  found  the 
Messiah,  which  is,  being  interpreted,  the  Christ"  (i.  35  f. 41). 
And  Philip  tells  Nathaniel :  "  We  have  found  him  of  whom  Moses 
in  the  Law  and  the  Prophets  did  write  :  Jesus,  the  Son  of  Joseph, 
who  is  from  Nazareth  "  (i.  45).  When  he  has  commenced  his  own 
public  ministry,  Jesus  is  represented  as  asking  his  disciples,  "Who 
do  men  say  that  I  am  ?"  and,  setting  aside  the  popular  conjectures 
that  he  is  John  the  Baptist,  Elijah,  Jeremiah,  or  one  of  the 
prophets,  by  the  still  more  direct  question,  "And  who  do  ye 
say  that  I  am  ?  Simon  Peter  answered  and  said  :  Thou  art  the 
Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God."  And  in  consequence  of  this 
recognition  of  his  Messiahship,  Jesus  rejoins  :  "  And  I  say  unto 
thee  that  thou  art  Peter,  and  upon  this  rock  I  will  build  my 
Church."8 

It  is  quite  apart  from  our  present  object  to  point  out  the 
singular  feats  of  exegesis  and  perversions  of  historical  sense  by 
which  passages  of  the  Old  Testament  are  forced  to  show  that 
every  event  in  the  history,  and  even  the  startling  novelty  of  a 
suffering  and  crucified  Messiah,  which  to  Jews  was  a  stumbling- 
block  and  to  Gentiles  folly,9  had  been  foretold  by  the  prophets. 
From  first  to  last  the  Gospels  strive  to  prove  that  Jesus  was  the 
Messiah,  and  connect  him  indissolubly  with  the  Old  Testament. 
The  Messianic  keynote,  which  is  struck  at  the  outset,  r^ulates 
the  strain  to  the  close.  The  disciples  on  the  way  to  Emmaus, 
appalled  by  the  ignominious  death  of  their  Master,  sadly  confide 
to  the  stranger  their  vanished  hope  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  whom 
they  now  merely  call  **  a  prophet  mighty  in  word  and  deed  before 

*  Luke  ii.  25-28  ;  so  also  Elizabeth,  ii.  38.      '  Matt.  ii.  5, 6  ;  cf.  Micah  v.  2. 
3  Matt,  it  2.  *  /d.,iu  16  f. 

s  /(*.,  ii.  17  f.  6  /(*.,  ii.23. 

7  Luke  L  17  (cf.   Matt.  aci.  14,  xvii.  12  f.  ;    Mark  ix.  ii  f.),  ii.  67  f.  ;    Matt, 
iii.  3  ;  Mark  i.  I  f. 
®  Matt.  xvi.  13-18  ;  cf.  Mark  viii.  29  ;  Luke  ix.  20.  'I  Cor.  i.  23. 
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God  and  all  the  people,"  was  the  Christ  "who  was  about  to 
redeem  Israel,"  and  Jesus  himself  replies :  "  O  foolish  and  slow 
of  heart  to  believe  all  that  the  prophets  spake !  Was  it  not 
needful  that  the  Christ  (Messiah)  should  suffer  these  things  and 
enter  into  his  glory?  And,  banning  at  Moses  and  aJl  the 
prophets,  he  expounded  unto  them  in  all  the  Scriptures  the  things 
concerning  himself."'  Then,  again,  when  he  appears  to  the 
eleven  immediately  after,  at  Jerusalem,  he  says :  ***  These  are  the 
words  that  I  spake  unto  you  while  I  was  yet  with  you,  that  all 
things  must  be  fulfilled  which  are  written  in  the  law  of  Moses  and 
the  prophets  and  the  Psalms  concerning  me.'  Then  opened  he 
their  understanding  that  they  might  understand  the  Scriptures, 
and  said  unto  them :  *  Thus  it  is  written,  that  the  Christ  should 
suffer  and  rise  from  the  dead  the  third  day.' "» 

The  crucifixion  and  death  of  Jesus  introduced  the  first  elements 
of  rupture  with  Judaism,  to  which  they  formed  the  great  stumbling- 
block.  The  conception  of  a  suffering  and  despised  Messiah  could 
naturally  never  have  occurred  to  a  Jewish  mind.3  The  first  effort 
of  Christianity,  ^therefore,  was  to  repair  the  apparent  breach  by 
proving  that  the  suffering  Messiah  had  actually  been  foretold  by 
the  prophets;  and  to  re-establish  the  Messianic  character  of  Jesus, 
by  the  evidence  of  his  resurrection.  But,  above  all,  the  momen- 
tary deviation  from  orthodox  Jewish  ideas  regarding  the  Messiah 
was  retraced  by  the  representation  of  a  speedy  second  advent,  in 
glory,  of  the  once  rejected  Messiah  to  restore  the  kingdom  of 
Israel,  by  which  the  ancient  hopes  of  the  people  became  reconciled 
with  the  new  expectation  of  Christians.  Even  before  the  ascen- 
sion the  disciples  are  represented  in  the  Acts  as  asking  the  risen 
Jesus :  "  Lord,  dost  thou  at  this  time  restore  the  kingdom  to 
Israel  ?"*  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  reality  and  universality  of 
the  belief,  in  the  Apostolic  Church,  in  the  immediate  return  of  the 
glorified  Messiah,  and  speedy  "  end  of  all  things." 

The  substance  of  the  preaching  of  the  Apostles  in  Acts  simply 
is  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  5  the  expected  Messiah.     Their  chief 

'  Luke  xxiv.  15-17.  '  Ib.^  xxiv.  44-46. 

3  In  the  Gospels  the  disciples  are  represented  as  not  understanding  such 
a  representation,  and  Peter,  immediately  after  the  feimous  declaration,  *'Tfaou 
art  the  Christ,"  rebukes  Jesus  for  such  an  idea  (Matt  xvi.  21  f.;  cf.  Mark 
ix.  32  ;  Luke  ix.  45,  xviii.  34,  etc. ). 

*  Acts  i.  6.  Ilase  pertinently  observes  :  **  The  Apostolic  Church,  both 
before  and  after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  devoutly  expected  from  day  to 
day  the  return  of  Christ.  If  an  interval  of  thousands  of  ^ears  (Jahrtaasenaen) 
occur  between  both  events,  then  there  is  either  an  error  in  the  prophecy  or  in 
the  tradition"  {Das  Lebenjesu^  ^te  Aufl.^  p.  226). 

s  Cf.  Acts  ix.  22,  ii.  36,  v.  42,  viii.  4  f.,  35,  x.  36  f.,  xiii.  23  f.,  xvii.  3,  xviii. 
5,  28,  xxvi.  22  f.  Hegesippus  sa^s  of  James  that  he  was  a  witness  both  to  Jews 
and  Greeks  that  Jesus  is  the  Chnst  {Euseb.^  H,  £,,  ii.  25). 
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aim  is  to  prove  that  his  sufferings  and  death  had  been  foretold  by 
the  prophets,'  and  that  his  resurrection  establishes  his  claim  to 
the  title."  The  simplicity  of  the  creed  is  illustrated  by  the  rapidity 
with  which  converts  are  made.  After  a  few  words,  on  one 
occasion  three  thousand,^  and  on  another  five  thousand,^  are  at 
once  converted.  No  lengthened  instruction  or  preparation  was 
requisite  for  admission  into  the  Church.  As  soon  as  a  Jew 
acknowledged  Jesus  to  be  the  Messiah  he  thereby  became  a 
Christian.  As  soi>n  as  the  three  thousand  converts  at  Pentecost 
made  this  confession  of  faith  they  were  baptised.^  The  Ethiopian 
is  converted  whilst  passing  in  his  chariot,  and  is  immediately 
baptised,^  as  are  likewise  Cornelius  and  his  household  after  a  short 
address  from  Peter.7  The  new  faith  involved  no  abandonment  of 
the  old.  On  the  contrary,  the  advent  of  the  Messiah  was  so 
essential  a  part  of  Judaic  belief,  and  the  Messianic  claim  of  Jesus 
was  so  completely  based  by  the  Apostles  on  the  fulfilment  of 
prophecy — "  showing  by  the  Scriptures  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ " 
— that  recognition  of  the  fact  rather  constituted  firmer  adhesion  to 
Mosaism,  and  deeper  faith  in  the  inviolable  truth  of  the  Covenant 
with  Israel.  If  there  had  been  no  Mosaism,  so  to  say,  there  could 
have  been  no  Messiah.  So  far  from  being  opposed  either  to  the 
form  or  spirit  of  the  religion  of  Israel,  the  proclamation  of  the 
Messiah  was  its  necessary  complement,  and  could  only  be  intelli- 
gible by  confirmation  of  its  truth  and  maintenance  of  its  validity. 
Christianity — belief  in  the  Messiah — in  its  early  phases,  drew  its 
whole  nourishment  from  roots  that  sank  deeply  into  Mosaism.  It 
was  indeed  nothing  more  than  Mosaism  in  a  developed  form. 
The  only  difference  between  the  Jew  and  the  Christian  was  that 
the  latter  believed  the  Messiah  to  have  already  appeared  in  Jesus, 
whilst  the  former  still  expected  him  in  the  future ;  though  even 
this  difference  was  singularly  diminished,  in  appearance  at  least, 
by  the  Christian  expectation  of  the  second  advent 

It  is  exceedingly  important  to  ascertain,  under  these  circum- 
stances, what  was  the  impression  of  the  Apostles  as  to  the  relation 
of  believers  to  Judaism  and  to  Mosaic  observances,  although  it 
must  be  clear  to  anyone  who  impartially  considers  the  origin  and 
historical  antecedents  of  the  Christian  faith  that  very  little  doubt 
can  have  existed  in  their  minds  on  the  subject.  The  teaching  of 
Jesus,  as  recorded  in  the  S3nioptic  Gospels,  is  by  no  means  of  a 
doubtful  character,  more  especially  when  the  sanctity  of  the 
Mosaic  system  in  the  eyes  of  a  Jew  is  borne  in  mind.  It  must  be 
apparent  that,  in  order  to  remove  the  obligation  of  a  Law  and  form 

*  Acts  ii.  23  f.,  iii.  13  f.,  xxvi.  22  f. 

'  Acts  ii.  31,  iii.  26,  iv.  33,  v.  30  f.,  x.  40  f.  3  Jb.^  ii.  41. 

*  73.,  iv.  4.     There  may  hie  doubt  as  to  the  number  on  this  occasion. 
5  lb.,  ii.  41.  6  jf,^  yiij   ^^  f  7  /^^  jj   ^7  f 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


646  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 


of  worship  believed  to  have  been,  in  the  most  direct  sense, 
instituted  by  God  himself,  the  most  clear,  strong,  and  reiterated 
order  would  have  been  requisite.  No  one  can  reasonably  maintain 
that  a  few  spiritual  expressions  directed  against  the  bare  letter  and 
abuse  of  the  law,  which  were  scarcely  understood  by  the  hearers, 
could  have  been  intended  to  abolish  a  system  so  firmly  planted, 
or  to  overthrow  Jewish  institutions  of  such  antiquity  and  national 
importance,  much  less  that  they  could  be  taken  in  this  sense  by 
the  disciples.  A  few  passages  in  the  Gospels,  therefore,  which 
may  bear  the  interpretation  of  having  foreseen  the  eventful  super- 
session of  Mosaism  by  his  own  more  spiritual  principles,  must  not 
be  strained  to  support  the  idea  that  Jesus  taught  disregard  of  the 
Law.  His  very  distinct  and  positive  lessons,  conveyed  both  by 
precept  and  practice,  show,  on  the  contrary,  that  not  only  he  did 
not  intend  to  attack  pure  Mosaism,  but  that  he  was  understood 
both  directly  and  by  inference  to  recognise  and  confirm  it 

In  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  Jesus  states  to  the  disciples  in  the 
most  positive  manner :  "Think  not  that  I  came  to  destroy  the  law  or 
the  prophets  ;  I  came  not  to  destroy  but  to  fulfil.  For  verily  I  say 
unto  you,  till  heaven  and  earth  pass,  one  jot  or  one  tittle  shall  not 
pass  from  the  law,  till  all  be  accomplished."'  Whether  the  last 
phrase  be  interpreted  "  till  all  the  law  be  accomplished,"  or  "  till  all 
things  appointed  to  occur  be  accomplished,"  the  effect  is  the  same. 
One  clear  explicit  declaration  like  this,  under  the  circumstances, 
would  outweigh  a  host  of  doubtful  expressions.  Not  only  does 
Jesus  in  this  passage  directly  repudiate  any  idea  of  attacking  the 
law  and  the  prophets,  but,  in  representing  his  mission  as  their 
fulfilment,  he  affirms  them,  and  associates  his  own  work  in  the 
closest  way  with  theirs.  If  there  were  any  uncertainty,  however, 
as  to  the  meaning  of  his  words,  it  would  be  removed  by  the  con- 
tinuation :  "  Whosoever,  therefore,  shall  break  one  of  these  com- 
mandments, even  the  least,  and  shall  teach  men  so,  he  shall  be 
called  least  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  but  whosoever  shall  do  and 
teach  them  he  shall  be  called  great  in  the  kingdom  of  hea:ven."^ 
It  would  be  difficult  for  teaching  to  be  more  decisive  in  favour  of 
the  maintenance  of  the  law,  and  this  instruction,  according  to 
the  first  Synoptic,  was  specially  directed  to  the  disciples.3  When 
Jesus  goes  on  to  show  that  their  righteousness  must  exceed  that  of 
the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  and  to  add  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  as 
interpreted  by  those  of  old,  his  own  profound  interpretation  of  its 
spirit,  he  only  intensifies,  without  limiting,  the  operation  of  the 

'  Matt.  V.  17,  18  ;  cf.  xxiii.  2  f.  ;  cf.  Luke  xvi.  17. 

^  Ib.y  V.  19.  Hilgenfeld  {Einl.  N.  T'.,  p.  469  f.)  and  some  others  consider 
this,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  to  be  inserted  as  a 
direct  attack  upon  Pauline  teaching. 

3  Matt.  V.  I,  2. 
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law;  he  merely  spiritualises  it.  He  does  no  more  than  this 
in  his  lessons  regarding  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath.  He  did 
not,  in  point  of  fact,  attack  the  genuine  Mosaic  institution  of  the 
day  of  rest  at  all,  but  merely  the  intolerable  literalism  by  which 
its  observance  had  been  made  a  burden  instead  of  **  a  delight." 
He  justified  his  variation  from  the  traditional  teaching  and 
practice    of    his    time    by    appeals    to    Scriptural    precedent.* 

As  Dr.  Farrar  has  said:  " the  observance  of  the   Sabbath, 

which  had  been  intended  to  secure  for  weary  men  a  rest  full  of 
love  and  peace  and  mercy,  had  become  a  mere  national  fetish — a 
barren  custom  fenced  in  with  the  most  frivolous  and  senseless 
restrictions."^     Jesus  restored  its  original  significance. 

In  restricting  some  of  the  permissive  clauses  of  the  law,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  acted  precisely  in  the  same  spirit  He  dealt  with  the 
law  not  with  the  temper  of  a  revolutionist,  but  of  a  reformer,  and  his 
reforms,  so  far  from  affecting  its  permanence,  are  a  virtual  confirma- 
tion of  the  rest  of  the  code.^  Ritschl,  whose  views  on  this  point 
will  have  some  weight  with  Apologists,  combats  the  idea  that 
Jesus  merely  confirmed  the  Mosaic  moral  law  and  abolished  the 
ceremonial  law.  Referring  to  one  particular  point  of  importance, 
he  says :  **  He  certainly  contests  the  duty  of  the  Sabbath  rest, 
the  value  of  purifications  and  sacrifices,  and  the  validity  of  divorce; 
on  the  other  hand,  he  leaves  unattacked  the  value  of  circumcision, 
whose  regulation  is  generally  reckoned  as  part  of  the  ceremonial 
law ;  and  nothing  justifies  the  conclusion  that  Jesus  estimated  it 
in  the  same  way  as  Justin  Martyr,  and  the  other  Genrile  Christian 
Church  teachers,  who  place  it  on  the  same  line  as  the  ceremonies. 
The  only  passage  in  which  Jesus  touches  upon  circumcision 
(John  vii.  22)  rather  proves  that,  as  an  institution  of  the  patriarchs, 
he  attributes  to  it  peculiar  sanctity.  Moreover,  when  Jesus,  with 
unmistakable  intention,  confines  his  own  personal  ministry  to  the 
Israelitish  people  (Mark  vii.  27,  Matt  x.  5,  6),  he  thereby 
recognises  their  prior  right  of  participation  in  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  also,  indirectly,  circumcision  as  the  sign  of  the  prefer- 
ence of  this  people.  The  distinction  of  circumcision  from 
ceremonies,  besides,  is  perfectly  intelligible  from  the  Old  Testa- 
ment Through  circumcision,  to  wit,  is  the  Israelite,  sprung  from 
the  people  of  the  Covenant,  indicated  as  sanctified  by  God  ; 
through  purification,  sacrifice,  Sabbath  rest,  must  he  continually 
sanctify  himself  for  God.  So  long,  therefore,  as  the  conception 
of  the  people  of  the  Covenant  is  maintained,  circumcision  cannot 

'  Matt.  xii.  3  f. ;  Mark  ii.  25  f. ;  Luke  vi.  3  f. 

'  Farrar,  Life  of  Christ ,  i.,  p.  375,  cf.  p.  431  f.,  ii.  115  f. 

3  Ritschl  limits  the  application  of  much  of  the  modification  of  the  law 
ascribed  to  Jesus  to  the  aisciples,  as  members  of  the  "kingdom  of  God'' 
{Entst.  ahk.  Kinfu,  p.  29  f.). 
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be  abandoned,  whilst  even  the  prophets  have  pointed  to  the 
merely  relative  importance  of  the  Mosaic  worship."' 

Jesus  everywhere  in  the  Gospels  recognises  the  divine  origin  of 
the  law,"  and  he  quotes  the  predictions  of  the  prophets  as  absolute 
evidence  of  his  own  pretensions.  To  those  who  ask  him  the  way 
to  eternal  life  he  indicates  its  commandments,^  and  he  even 
enjoins  the  observance  of  its  ceremonial  rites.^  Jesus  did  not 
abrogate  the  Mosaic  law;  but,  on  the  contrary,  by  his  example  as 
well  as  his  precepts  he  practically  confirmed  it.  According 
to  the  statements  of  the  Gospels,  Jesus  himself  observed 
the  prescriptions  of  the  Mosaic  law.  From  his  birth  he  had 
been  brought  up  in  its  worship. s  He  was  circumcised  on  the 
eighth  day.^  "And  when  the  days  of  their  purification  were 
accomplished,  according  to  the  law  of  M6ses,  they  brought  him 
up  to  Jerusalem  to  present  him  to  the  Lord,  even  as  it  is  written 
in  the  law  of  the  Lord  :  Every  male,  etc.,  and  to  give  a  sacrifice 
according  to  that  which  is  said  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,"  etc.^ 
Every  year  his  parents  went  to  Jerusalem  at  the  feast  of  the  Pass- 
over,^ and  this  practice  he  continued  till  the  close  of  his  life. 
"  As  his  custom  was,  he  went  into  the  synagogue  (at  Nazareth) 
and  stood  up  to  read."9  According  to  the  fourth  Gospel,  Jesus 
goes  up  to  Jerusalem  for  the  various  festivals  of  the  Jews,'®  and  the 
feast  of  the  Passover,  according  to  the  Synoptics,  was  the  last 
memorable  supper  eaten  with  his  disciples,"  the  third  Synoptic 
representing  him  as  saying:  "With  desire  I  desired  to  eat  this 
Passover  with  you  before  I  suffer  ;  for  1  say  unto  you  that  I  shall 
not  any  more  eat  it  until  it  be  fulfilled  in  the  kingdom  of  God."" 
However  exceptional  the  character  of  Jesus,  and  however  elevated 
his  views,  it  is  undeniable  that  he  lived  and  died  a  Jew,  conforming 
to  the  ordinances  of  the  Mosaic  law  in  all  essential  points,  and 
not  holding  himself  aloof  from  the  worship  of  the  Temple  which 
he  purified.  The  influence  which  his  adherence  to  the  forms  of 
Judaism  must  have  exerted  over  his  followers  can  scarcely  be 
exaggerated,  and  the  fact  must  ever  be  carefully  borne  in  mind  in 
estimating  the  conduct  of  the  Apostles  and  of  the  primitive 
Christian  community  after  his  death. 

As  befitted  the  character  of  the  Jewish  Messiah,  the  sphere  of 

»  Ritschl,  Enist.  altk.  Kirche,  p.  34,  cf.  46  f. 

"  Matt.  XV.  4,  etc.  Paley  says :  **  Undoubtedly  our  Saviour  assumes  the 
divine  origin  oif  the  Mosaic  institution"  (^  View  of  the  Evidences,  etc, 
ed.  Potts,  1850,  p.  262). 

3  Matt.  xix.  17  ;  Mark  x.  17  ;  Luke  xviii.  18 ;  x.  25  f.,  xv.  29,  31,  32. 

*  Matt.  viii.  4  ;  Luke  v.  14  ;  John  vii.  8.  5  Cf.  Gal.  iv.  4. 

^  Luke  ii.  21.         ?  /<J.,  ii.  22  f.  ^  /^.,  ii.  41.         9  lb.,  iv.  16. 

"  John  V.  I,  vii.  8,  10,  x.  22  f.,  xi.  55,  56,  xii.  I,  12 ;  xiii.  I  f. 
"  Matt.  xxvi.  17  f.  ;  Mark  xiv.  12  f.  ;  Luke  xxii.  7  f. 
"  Luke  xxii.  15  f. 
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the  ministry  of  Jesus  and  the  arrangements  for  the  proclamation  of 
the  Gospel  were  strictly,  and  even  intensely,  Judaic.  Jesus 
attached  to  his  person  twelve  disciples,  a  number  clearly  typical 
of  the  twelve  tribes  of  the  people  of  Israel ;  and  this  reference  is 
distinctly  adopted  when  Jesus  is  represented,  in  the  Synoptics,  as 
promising  that,  in  the  Messianic  kingdom,  "  when  the  Son  of 
Man  shall  sit  on  the  throne  of  his  glor)%"  the  Twelve  also  "  shall 
sit  upon  twelve  thrones  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel  'V  a 
promise  which,  according  to  the  third  Synoptist,  is  actually  made 
during  the  last  supper.  ^  In  the  Apocalypse,  which,  "  of  all  the 
writings  of  the  New  Testament,  is  most  thoroughly  Jewish  in  its 
language  and  imagery,  "3  the  names  of  the  twelve  Apostles  of  the 
Lamb  are  written  upon  the  twelve  foundations  of  the  wall  of  the 
heavenly  Jerusalem,  upon  the  twelve  gates  of  which,  through 
which  alone  access  to  the  city  can  be  obtained,  are  the  names  of 
the  twelve  tribes  of  the  children  of  Israel.*  Jesus  himself  limited 
his  teaching  to  the  Jews,  and  was  strictly  "  a  minister  of  the  cir- 
cumcision for  the  truth  of  God,  to  confirm  the  promises  made 
unto  the  fathers."  To  the  prayer  of  the  Canaanitish  woman, 
"  Have  mercy  on  me,  O  Lord,  Son  of  David,"  unlike  his  gracious 
demeanour  to  her  of  the  bloody  issue, s  Jesus  at  first,  it  is  said, 
"answered  her  not  a  word";  and  even  when  besought  by  the 
disciples — not  to  heal  her  daughter,  but — to  **  send  her  away,"  he 
makes  the  emphatic  declaration  :  **  I  was  not  sent  but  unto  the 
lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel."^  To  her  continued  appeals  he 
lays  down  the  principle  :  "  It  is  not  lawful  to  take  the  children's 
bread  and  cast  it  to  the  dogs."  If  after  these  exclusive  sentences 
the  boon  is  finally  granted,  it  is  as  of  the  crumbs^  which  fall  from 
the  master's  table.  The  modified  expression  in  the  second  Gospel, 
"  Let  the  children  first  be  filled  :  for  it  is  not  meet  to  take  the 
children's  bread  and  cast  it  to  the  dogs,"  does  not  affect  the  case, 
for  it  equally  represents  exclusion  from  the  privileges  of  Israel, 
and  the  Messianic  idea  fully  contemplated  a  certain  grace  to  the 
heathen  when  the  children  were  filled.  The  expression  regarding 
casting  the  children's  bread  **  to  the  dogs  "  is  clearly  in  reference 
to  the  Gentiles,  who  were  so  called  by  the  Jews.  A  similar, 
though  still  stronger,  use  of  such  expressions  might  be  j)ointed 
out  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  in  the  first  Gospel  (vii.  6)  : 
"  Give  not  that  which  is  holy  unto  the  dogs,  neither  cast  your 

'  Matt.  xix.  28.  »  Luke  xxii.  30. 

3  Lightfoot,  5/.  Pauts  Ep.  to  the  Gaiatians,  4th  ed.,  p.  343. 

*  Rev.  xxi.  12,  14.  5  Matt.  ix.  22. 

^  This  expression  does  not  occur  in  the  parallel  in  Mark. 

7  These  ^pix^a,  it  is  supposed,  may  mean  the  morsels  of  bread  on  which  the 
hands  were  wiped  after  they  had,  in  Eastern  ^hion,  been  thrust  into  the  dishes 
before  them. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


650  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 

pearls  before  swine."  It  is  certain  that  the  Jews  were  in  the  habit 
of  speaking  of  the  heathen  both  as  dogs  and  swine — unclean 
animals — ^and  Hilgenfeld'  and  some  other  critics  see  in  this  verse 
a  reference  to  the  Gentiles.  We  do  not,  however,  press  this 
application,  which  is,  and  may  be,  disputed,  but  merely  mention  it 
and  pass  on.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  of  the  exclusive 
references  to  the  Gentiles  in  the  same  sermon  and  other  passages, 
where  the  disciples  are  enjoined  to  practise  a  higher  righteousness 

than  the  Gentiles.      "  Do  not  even  the  publicans do  not  even 

the  Gentiles  or  sinners  the  same  things.  "=  "  Take  no  thought, 
etc.,  for  after  all  these  things  do  the  Gentiles  seek  ;  but  seek  ye, 
etc.  "3  The  contrast  is  precisely  that  put  with  some  irony  by 
Paul,  making  use  of  the  common  Jewish  expression  "  sinner  "  as 
almost  equivalent  for  "Gentile."*  In  another  place  the  first 
Synoptic  represents  Jesus  as  teaching  his  disciples  how  to  deal 
with  a  brother  who  sins  against  them,  and  as  the  final  resource, 
when  every  effort  at  reconciliation  and  justice  has  failed,  he  says  : 
"  Let  him  be  unto  thee  as  the  Gentile  (WviKhs)  and  the 
publican"  (Matt,  xviii.  17).  He  could  not  express  in  a  stronger 
way  to  a  Jewish  mind  the  idea  of  social  and  religious  excom- 
munication. 

The  instructions  which  Jesus  gives  in  sending  out  the  Twelve 
express  the  exclusiveness  of  the  Messianic  mission  to  the 
Jews,  in  the  first  instance,  at  least,  in  a  very  marked  manner. 
Jesus  commands  his  disciples :  "  Go  not  into  a  way  of  the 
Gentiles  (WvCty),  and  into  a  city  of  the  Samaritans  enter  ye  not ; 
but  go  rather  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel  And  as  ye 
go,  preach,  saying :  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand."5  As  if 
more  emphatically  to  mark  the  limitation  of  the  mission,  the 
assurance  is  seriously  added  :  **  For  verily  I  say  unto  you,  ye  shall 
not  have  gone  over  the  cities  of  Israel  till  the  Son  of  Man  come.**^ 
It  will  be  observed  that  Jesus  here  charges  the  Twelve  to  go  rather 
"  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel "  in  the  same  words 
that  he  employs  to  the  Canaanitish  woman  to  describe  the 
exclusive  destination  of  his  own  ministry.  7  In  coupling  the 
Samaritans  with  the  Gentiles  there  is  merely  an  expression  of  the 
intense  antipathy  of  the  Jews  against  them  as  a  mixed  and,  we 


*  Hilgenfeld,  Die  Evangeiieny  p.  64;  Einl.^  p.  470  ;  Reuss,  Th^oi.  Chr.,  ii., 
p.  348  ;  cf.  Schoeltgen,  Hara  Hebr.^  p.  87  ;  Keira,y<?J7/  v.  Nazara^  ii.,  p.  406, 
anm.  3  ;  Kostlin,  Urspr.  synoft.  Ezw,^  p.  178. 

'  Matt.  V.  46  f.,  vi.  7  f.  ;  cf.  Luke  vi.  32  f.,  where  "sinners"  b  substituted 
for  "  Gentiles." 

3  Matt.  vi.  31  f.  ;  cf.  xx.  25  f.  ;  Luke  xii.  30. 

*>  Gal.  ii.  15  ;  cf.  Lightfoot,  St.  PauVs  Ep,  to  GaLy  4th  ed.,  p.  114. 

5  Malt.  X.  5-7 ;  cf.  Mark  iii.  13  f.,  vi.  7  f.  ;  Luke  ix.  i  f. 

^  Matt.  X.  23.  7  lb. ,  XV.  ;  cf.  Acts  iii.  25,  26,  xiii.  46. 
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may  say,  renegade  race  excluded  from  the  Jewish  worship,  although 
circumcised,  intercourse  with  whom  is  to  this  day  almost  regarded 
as  pollution.' 

The  third  Gospel,  which  omits  the  restrictive  instructions 
of  Jesus  to  the  Twelve  given  by  the  first  Synoptist,  intro- 
duces another  episode  of  the  same  description — the  appoint- 
ment and  mission  of  seventy  disciples,'  to  which  we  must  very 
briefly  refer.  No  mention  whatever  is  made  of  the  incident  in  the 
other  Gospels,  and  these  disciples  are  not  referred  to  in  any  other 
part  of  the  New  Testament.  3  Even  Eusebius  remarks  that  no 
catalogue  of  them  is  anywhere  given,*  and,  after  naming  a  few 
persons,  who  were  said  by  tradition  to  have  been  of  their  number, 
he  points  out  that  more  than  seventy  disciples  appear,  for  instance, 
according  to  the  testimony  of  Paul.s  It  will  be  observed  that  the 
instructions  supposed  to  be  given  to  the  Seventy  in  the  third 
Synoptic  are,  in  the  first,  at  least  in  considerable  part,  the  very 
instructions  given  to  the  Twelve.  There  has  been  much  discussion 
regarding  the  whole  episode,  which  need  not  here  be  minutely 
referred  to.  For  various  xeasons  the  majority  of  critics  impugn 
its  historical  character.  A  large  number  of  these,  as  well  as  other 
writers,  consider  that  the  narrative  of  this  appointment  of 
seventy  disciples,  the  number  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  accord- 
ing to  Jewish  ideas,  was  introduced  in  Pauline  universalistic 
interest,  or,  at  least,  that  the  number  is  typical  of  Gentile  conver- 
sion, in  contrast  with  that  of  the  Twelve  who  represent  the  more 
strictly  Judaic  limitation  of  the  Messianic  mission;  and  they 
seem  to  hold  that  the  preaching  of  the  Seventy  is  represented  as 
not  confined  to  Judaea,  but  as  extending  to  Samaria,  and  that 
it  thus  denoted  the  extension  of  the  Gospel  also  to  the  Gentiles. 
On  the  other  hand,  other  critics,  many,  though  by  no  means  all, 
of  whom  do  not  question  the  authenticity  of  the  passage,  are 
disposed  to  deny  the  Pauline  tendency  and  any  special  connection 
with  a  mission  to  the  Gentiles,  and  rather  to  see  in  the  number 
seventy  a  reference  to  well-known  Judaistic  institutions.  It  is  true 
that  the  number  of  the  nations  was  set  down  at  seventy  by  Jewish 
tradition,^  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  the  number  of  the  elders 

*  Farrar,  Life  of  Christy  i. ,  208  f. 

'  Luke  X.  I  f.  We  need  not  discuss  the  precise  number,  whether  70  or  72. 
The  very  same  uncertainty  exists  regarding  the  number  of  the  elders  and  of 
the  nations. 

3  Even  Thiersch  is  struck  bv  this  singular  fact.  **  It  is  remarkable,"  he  says, 
**  that  no  further  mention  of  the  seventy  disciples  of  Christ  (Luke  x.  i)  occurs 
in  the  N.  T.,  and  that  no  credible  tradition  regarding  them  is  preserved  "  {Die 
Kirche  im  ap,  Zeit. ,  p.  79,  anm.  2). 

*  Euseb.,  H.  E.,  i.  12.  s  /^.,  cf.  I  Cor.  xv.  5  f. 

^  See  p.  63;  CUm,  Recog.,  ii.  42;  Epiphanius,  Hter.^  i.  5;  Eisenmenger, 
Enid.  Judenthumj  ii.,  p.  3  f.,  p.  736  f. 
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chosen  by  Moses  from  amongst  the  children  of  Israel  by  God's 
command  to  help  him,  and  to  whom  God  gave  of  his  spirit  ;•  and 
also  of  the  national  Sanhedrin,  which,  according  to  the  Mischna," 
still  represented  the  Mosaic  council.  This  view  receives  confirma- 
tion from  the  Clementine  Recognitions  in  the  following  passage : 
"  He,  therefore,  chose  us  twelve  who  first  believed  in  him,  whom 
he  named  Apostles  ;  afterwards  seventy-two  other  disciples  of  most 
approved  goodness,  that,  even  in  this  way,  recognising  the  simili- 
tude of  Moses,  the  multitude  might  believe  that  this  is  the  prophet 
to  come,  whom  Moses  foretold."^  The  passage  here  referred  to  is 
twice  quoted  in  the  Acts  :  "  Moses  indeed  said  :  A  prophet  will 
the  Lord  our  God  raise  up  unto  you  ft-om  among  your  brethren, 
like  unto  me,"  etc.*  On  examination,  we  do  not  find  that  there  is 
any  ground  for  the  assertion  that  the  seventy  disciples  were  sent 
to  the  Samaritans  or  Gentiles,  or  were  in  any  way  connected  with 
universalistic  ideas.  Jesus  had  "  stedfastly  set  his  face  to  go  to 
Jerusalem,"  and  sent  messengers  before  him  who  "went  and 
entered  into  a  village  of  the  Samaritans  to  make  ready  for  him," 
but  they  repulsed  him,  "  because  his  face  was  as  though  he  would 
go  to  Jerusalem."^  There  is  a  decided  break  before  the 
appointment  of  the  Seventy.  "After  these  things  (ftcra  ravra) 
the  Lord  appointed  seventy  others  also,  and  sent  them  two  and 
two  before  his  face  into  every  city  and  place  whither  he  himself  was 
about  to  come."^  There  is  not  a  single  word  in  the  instructions 
given  to  them  which  justifies  the  conclusion  that  they  were  sent 
to  Samaria,  and  only  the  inference  from  the  number  seventy,  taken 
as  typical  of  the  nations,  suggests  it.  That  inference  is  not 
sufficiently  attested,  and  the  slightness  of  the  use  made  of  the 
seventy  disciples  in  the  third  Gospel — this  occasion  being  the  only 
one  on  which  they  are  mentioned,  and  no  specific  intimation  of 
any  mission  to  all  people  being  here  given — does  not  favour  the 
theory  of  Pauline  tendency.  So  far  as  we  are  concerned 
the  point  is  unimportant.  Those  who  assert  the  universal- 
istic character  of  the  episode  generally  deny  its  authenticity ;  most 
of  those  who  accept  it  as  historical  deny  its  universalism. 

'  Numbers  xi.  i6  f.,  25  f.  ;  also  the  number  of  the  sons  of  Jacob  who  went 
into  Egypt  (Gen.  xlvi.  27). 

*  Sannedr.^  i.  6. 

3  Nos  ergo  prinios  elegit  duodecim  sibi  credentes,  quos  Apostolos  nominmnt^ 
postmodum  alios  septuaginta  duos  probatissimos  discipulos^  ut  vel  hoc  modo 
recognita  imagine  Moysis  crederet  multitude ^  quia  hie  est,  quern  praedixit 
Moysis  venturum  prophetam  {Recog.^  i.  40;  cf.  Hilgenfeld,  Die  Ew.  JustinSy 
p.  356  f.).  Hilgenfeld  suggests  the  possibility  of  an  earlier  tradition  out  of 
which  both  the  third  Synoptisi  and  the  Gementines  may  have  drawn  their 
materials. 

'*  Acts  iii.  22,  vii.  37 ;  cf.  Deuteron.  xviii.  18. 

5  Luke  ix.  51  f.  *  /5.,  x.  i. 
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The  order  to  go  and  teach  all  nations  by  no  means 
carries  us  beyond  strictly  Messianic  limits.  Whilst  the  Jews 
expected  the  Messiah  to  restore  the  people  of  Israel  to  their  own 
Holy  Land  and  crown  them  with  unexampled  prosperity  and 
peace,  revenging  their  past  sorrows  upon  their  enemies,  and  grant- 
ing them  supremacy  over  all  the  earth,  they  likewise  held  that  one 
of  the  Messianic  glories  was  to  be  the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles 
to  the  worship  of  Jahveh.  This  is  the  burden  of  the  prophets,  and 
it  requires  no  proof.  The  Jews,  as  the  people  with  whom  God  had 
entered  into  Covenant,  were  first  to  be  received  into  the  kingdom. 
"  Let  the  children  first  be  filled,"'  and  then  the  heathen  might 
partake  of  the  bread.  Regarding  the  ultimate  conversion  of  the 
Gentiles,  therefore,  there  was  no  doubt ;  the  only  questions  were 
as  to  the  time  and  the  conditions  of  admission  into  the  national 
fellowship.  As  to  the  time,  there  never  had  been  any  expectation 
that  the  heathen  could  be  turned  to  Jahveh  in  numbers  before  the 
appearance  of  the  Messiah,  but  converts  to  Judaism  had  been 
made  in  all  ages,  and  after  the  dispersion,  especially,  the  influence 
of  the  Jews  upon  the  professors  of  the  effete  and  expiring  religions 
of  Rome,  of  Greece,  and  of  Egypt  was  very  great,  and  numerous 
proselytes  adopted  the  faith  of  Israel,  and  were  eagerly  sought  for," 
in  spite  of  the  abusive  terms  in  which  the  Talmudists  spoke  of 
them.3 

The  conditions,  on  the  other  hand,  were  perfectly  definite. 
The  case  of  converts  had  been  early  foreseen  and  provided  for  in 
the  Mosaic  code.  Without  referring  to  minor  points,  we  may  at 
once  say  that  circumcision  was  indispensable  to  admission  into  the 
number  of  the  children  of  Israel.*  Participation  in  the  privileges 
of  the  Covenant  could  only  be  secured  by  accepting  the  mark  of 
that  Covenant  Very  many,  however,  had  adopted  Judaism  to  a 
great  extent  who  were  not  willing  to  undergo  the  rite  requisite  to 
full  admission  into  the  nation,  and  a  certain  modification  had 
gradually  been  introduced  by  which,  without  it,  strangers  might  be 
admitted  into  partial  communion  with  Israel.  There  were,  there- 
fore, two  classes  of  proselytes :  the  first  called  Proselytes  of  the 
Covenant  or  of  Righteousness,  who  were  circumcised,  obeyed  the 
whole  Mosaic  law,  and  were  fully  incorporated  with  Israel ;  and  the 
other  called  Proselytes  of  the  Gate,  or  worshippers  of  Jahveh, 
who  in  the  New  Testament  are  commonly  called  ol  a^Poiuvoi  rhv 
6cov,  or  ol  €wr€j9cts.  These  had  not  undergone  the  rite  of  circum- 
cision, and  therefore  were  not  participators  in  the  Covenant,  but 


'  Mark  viii.  27.  ^  MaU.  xadii.  15. 

3  They  were  said  to  be  **  as  a  scab  to  Israel."     Bad.  Middah.  fol.  xiiL  2 ; 
Lightfoot,  Hora,  Hebr,^  Works ^  xi.,  p.  282. 
*  Kxod.  xii.  48 ;  Numb.  ix.  14 ;  cf.  Ex.  xii.  19,  etc. 
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merely  worshipped  the  God  of  Israel,  and  were  only  compelled  to 
observe  the  seven  Noachian  prescriptions.  These  Proselytes  of 
the  Gate,  however,  were  little  more  than  on  sufferance.  They 
were  excluded  from  the  Temple,  and  even  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles 
represent  it  to  be  pollution  for  a  Jew  to  have  intercourse  with 
them  :  it  requires  direct  divine  intervention  to  induce  Peter  to  go 
to  Cornelius,  and  to  excuse  his  doing  so  in  the  eyes  of  the  primitive 
Church.'  Nothing  short  of  circumcision  and  full  observance  of  the 
Mosaic  law  could  secure  the  privileges  of  the  Covenant  with  Israel 
to  a  stranger,  and  in  illustration  of  this  we  may  again  point  to  the 
Acts,  where  certain  who  came  from  Judaea,  members  of  the 
primitive  Church,  teach  the  Christians  of  Antioch :  "  Except  ye 
have  been  circumcised  after  the  custom  of  Moses  ye  cannot  be 
saved."*     This  will  be  more  fully  shown  as  we  proceed. 

The  conversion  of  the  Gentiles  was  not,  therefore,  in  the  least 
degree  an  idea  foreign  to  Judaism,  but,  on  the  contrary,  formed  an 
intimate  part  of  the  Messianic  expectation  of  the  later  prophets. 
The  conditions  of  admission  to  the  privileges  and  promises  of  the 
Covenant,  however,  were  full  acceptance  of  the  Mosaic  law  and 
submission  to  the  initiatory  rite.  That  small  and  comparatively 
insignificant  people,  with  an  arrogance  that  would  have  been 
ridiculous  if,  in  the  influence  which  they  have  actually  exerted  over 
the  world,  it  had  not  been  almost  sublime,  not  only  supposed 
themselves  the  sole  and  privileged  recipients  of  the  oracles  of  God, 
as  his  chosen  and  peculiar  people,  but  they  contemplated  nothing 
short  of  universal  submission  to  the  Mosaic  code,  and  the  supremacy 
of  Israel  over  all  the  earth. 

We  are  now  better  able  to  estimate  the  position  of  the  Twelve 
when  the  death  of  their  Master  threw  them  on  their  own  resources, 
and  left  them  to  propagate  his  Gospel  as  they  themselves  under- 
stood it.  Bom  a  Jew  of  the  race  of  David,  accepting  during  his 
life  the  character  of  the  promised  Messiah,  and  dying  with  the 
mocking  title  "  King  of  the  Jews  "  written  upon  his  cross,  Jesus 
had  left  his  disciples  in  close  communion  with  the  Mosaism  which 
he  had  spiritualised  and  ennobled,  but  had  not  abolished.  He 
himself  had  taught  them  that  "  it  becomes  us  to  fulfil  all  right- 
eousness," and  from  his  youth  upwards  had  set  them  the  example 
of  enlightened  observance  of  the  Mosaic  law.  His  precept  had 
not  belied  his  example,  and,  whilst  in  strong  terms  we  find  him 
inculcating  the  permanence  of  the  Law,  it  is  certain  that  he  left  no 
order  to  disregard  it.     He  confined  his  own  preaching  to  the  Jews ; 

*  Acts  X.  2  f.,  xi.  2  f.  Dr.  Lightfoot  says  :  "The  Apostles  of  the  circumcision, 
even  St.  Peter  himself,  had  failed  hitherto  to  comprehend  the  wide  purpose  of 
God.  With  their  fellow-countrymen  they  still  *  held  it  unlawful  for  a  Jew  to 
keep  company  with  an  alien '  (Acts  x.  28) "  {Galaiiam^  p.  290). 

=*  Acts  XV.  I. 
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the  first  ministers  of  the  Messiah  represented  the  twelve  tribes  of 
the  people  of  Israel ;  and  the  first  Christians  were  of  that  nation, 
with  no  distinctive  worship,  but  practising  as  before  the  whole 
Mosaic  ritual.  What  Neander  says  of  "  many  "  may,  we  think,  be 
referred  to  all :  "  That  Jesus  faithfully  observed  the  form  of  the 
Jewish  law  served  to  them  as  evidence  that  this  form  should  ever 
preserve  its  value."'  As  a  fact,  the  Apostles  and  the  early 
Christians  continued  as  before  assiduously  to  practise  all  the  obser- 
vances of  the  Mosaic  law,  to  frequent  the  Temple,^  and  adhere  to 
the  usual  strict  forms  of  Judaism.  In  addition  to  the  influence  of 
the  example  of  Jesus  and  the  powerful  effect  of  national  habit, 
there  were  many  strong  reasons  which  obviously  must  to  Jews  have 
rendered  abandonment  of  the  law  as  difficult  as  submission  to  its 
full  requirements  must  have  been  to  Gentiles.  Holding  as  they 
did  the  Divine  origin  of  the  Old  Testament,  in  which  the  obser- 
vance of  the  Law  was  inculcated  on  almost  every  page,  it  would 
have  been  impossible,  without  counter-teaching  of  the  most 
peremptory  and  convincing  character,  to  have  shaken  its  supre- 
macy ;  but,  beyond  this,  in  that  theocratic  community  Mosaism 
was  not  only  the  condition  of  the  Covenant  and  the  key  of  the 
Temple,  but  it  was  also  the  diploma  of  citizenship,  and  the  bond 
of  social  and  political  life.  To  abandon  the  observance  of  the 
Law  was  not  only  to  resign  the  privilege  and  the  distinctive 
characteristic  of  Israel,  to  relinquish  the  faith  of  the  Patriarchs  who 
were  the  glory  of  the  nation,  and  to  forsake  a  divinely  appointed 
form  of  worship,  without  any  recognised  or  even  indicated 
substitute,  but  it  severed  the  only  link  between  the  individual  and 
the  people  of  Israel,  and  left  him  in  despised  isolation,  an  out- 
cast from  the  community.  They  had  no  idea  that  any  such 
sacrifice  was  required  of  them.  They  were  simply  Jews  believing 
in  the  Jewish  Messiah,  and  they  held  that  all  things  else  were  to 
proceed  as  before,  until  the  glorious  second  coming  of  the 
Christ. 

The  Apostles  and  the  primitive  Christians  continued  to  hold  the 
national  belief  that  the  way  to  Christianity  lay  through  Judaism, 
and  that  the  observance  of  the  law  was  obligatory  and  circum- 
cision necessary  to  complete  communion.  Paul  describes  with 
unappeased  irritation  the  efforts  made  by  the  community  of 
Jerusalem,  whose  "  pillars  "  were  Peter,  James,  and  John,  to  force 
Titus,  a  Gentile  Christian,  to  be  circumcised,^  and  even  the  Acts 
represent  James  and  all  the  elders  of  the  Church  of  Jerusalem  as 

*  F/anzungf  u.  s,  w.,  p.  47. 

"  Acts  ii.  46,  iii.  i,  v.  20,  42,  xxi.  20-27,  xxii.  17,  etc. 
3  Gal.  ii.  3  f.     As  we  shall  more  fully  discuss  this  episode  hereafter,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  do  so  here. 
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requesting  Paul,  long  after,  to  take  part  with  four  Jewish  Christians, 
who  had  a  vow  and  were  about  to  purify  themselves  and  shave 
their  heads  and,  after  the  accomplishment  of  the  days  of  purifica- 
tion, make  the  usual  offering  in  the  Temple,  in  order  to  convince 
the  "  many  thousands  there  of  those  who  have  believed,  and  are 
all  zealous  for  the  law,"  that  it  is  untrue  that  he  teaches  :  "  all  the 
Jews  who  are  among  the  Gentiles  apostacy  (diroaTaa-lav)  from 
Moses,  saying  that  they  ought  not  to  circumcise  their  children, 
neither  to  walk  after  the  customs,"  and  to  show,  on  the  contrary, 
that  he  himself  walks  orderly  and  keeps  the  Law.'  As  true 
Israelites,  with  opinions  fundamentally  unchanged  by  belief  that 
Jesus  was  the  Messiah,  they  held  that  the  Gospel  was  specially 
intended  for  the  people  of  the  Covenant,  and  they  confined  their 
teaching  to  the  Jews.^  A  Gentile,  whilst  still  uncircumcised,  even 
although  converted,  could  not,  they  thought,  be  received  on  an 
equality  with  the  Jew,  but  defiled  him  by  contact.3  The  attitude 
of  the  Christian  Jew  to  the  merely  Christian  Gentile,  who  had  not 
entered  the  community  by  the  portal  of  Judaism,  was,  as  before, 
simply  that  of  the  Jew  to  the  proselyte  of  the  Gate.  The  Apostles 
could  not  upon  any  other  terms  have  then  even  contemplated  the 
conversion  of  the  Gentiles.  Jesus  had  limited  his  own  teaching  to 
the  Jews,  and,  according  to  the  first  Gospel,  had  positively 
prohibited,  at  one  time  at  least,  their  going  to  the  Gentiles,  or  even 
to  the  Samaritans,  and  if  there  had  been  an  order  to  preach  to  all 
nations  it  certainly  was  not  accompanied  by  any  removal  of  the 
conditions  specified  in  the  Law.^ 

*  Acts  xxi.  18-26 ;  cf.  xv.  i.  Paul  is  also  represented  as  saying  to  the 
Jews  of  Rome  that  he  has  done  nothing  ''against  the  customs  of  their 
Fathers." 

^  Dr.  Lightfoot  says :  *'  Meanwhile  at  Jerusalem  some  years  passed  away  before 
the  barrier  of  Judaism  was  assailed.  The  Apostles  still  observed  the  Mosaic 
ritual ;  they  still  confined  their  preaching  to  Jews  by  birth,  or  Jews  by  adoption, 
the  proselytes  of  the  Covenant,"  etc.  (Pau/'s  Ep.  to  Gai.,  p.  287).  Paley 
says:  **It  was  not  yet  known  to  the  Apostles  that  they  were  at  liberty  to 
propose  the  religion  to  mankind  at  large.  That  '  mystery/  as  St.  Paul  calls  it 
(Eph.  iii.  3-6),  and  asii  then  was,  was  revealed  to  Peter  by  an  especial  miracle" 
{A  View  of  the  Evidence  y  etc.,  ed.  Potts,  1850,  p.  228). 

3  Acts  X.  if.,  14,  28  ;  xi.  I  f. 

*  Dr.  Lightfoot  says :  "The  Master  himself  had  left  no  express  inslruclions. 
He  had  charged  them,  it  is  true,  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  all  nations,  but  how 
this  injunction  was  to  be  carried  out,  by  what  changes  a  national  Church  must 
expand  into  an  universal  Church,  they  had  not  been  told.  He  had,  indeed, 
asserted  the  sovereignty  of  the  spirit  over  the  letter  ;  he  had  enunciated  the 
great  principle — as  wide  in  its  application  as  the  law  itself^that  *  man  was  not 
made  for  the  Sabbath,  but  the  Sabbath  for  man.*  He  had  pointed  to  the 
fulfilment  of  the  law  in  the  Gospel.  So  far  he  had  discredited  the  law,  but  he 
had  not  deposed  it  or  abolished  it.  It  was  left  to  the  Apostles  themselves, 
under  the  guidance  of  the  Spirit,  moulded  by  circumstances  and  mould- 
ing them  in  turn,  to  work  out  the  great  change"  {St,  PauTs  Ep,  to  Gal., 
p.  286). 
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It  has  been  remarked  that  neither  party,  in  the  great  dis- 
cussion in  the  Church  regarding  the  terms  upon  which  Gentiles 
might  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  Christianity,  ever 
appealed  in  support  of  their  views  to  specific  instructions  of 
Jesus  on  the  subject.  The  reason  is  intelligible  enough.  The 
Petrine  party,  supported  as  they  were  by  the  whole  weight 
of  the  Law  and  of  Holy  Scripture,  as  well  as  by  the  example 
and  tacit  approval  of  the  Master,  could  not  have  felt  even  that 
degree  of  doubt  which  precedes  an  appeal  to  authority.  The 
party  of  Paul,  on  the  other  hand,  had  nothing  in  their  favour  to 
which  a  specific  appeal  could  have  been  made;  but  in  his  constant 
protest  that  he  had  not  received  his  doctrine  from  man,  but  had 
been  taught  it  by  direct  revelation,  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  who 
was  the  first  to  proclaim  a  substantial  difference  between  Chris- 
tianity and  Judaism,  in  reality  endeavoured  to  set  aside  the 
authority  of  the  Judaistic  party  by  an  appeal  from  the  earthly  to 
the  spiritualised  Messiah.  Even  after  the  visit  of  Paul  to  Jeru- 
salem about  the  year  50,  the  elder  Apostles  still  retained  the  views 
which  we  have  shown  to  have  been  inevitable  under  the  circum- 
stances, and,  as  we  learn  from  Paul  himself,  they  still  continued 
mere  "  Apostles  of  the  Circumcision,"  limiting  their  mission  to  the 
Jews.* 

The  Apostles  and  the  primitive  Christians,  therefore,  after 
the  death  of  their  Master,  whom  they  believed  to  be  the 
Messiah  of  the  Jews,  having  received  his  last  instructions  and 
formed  their  final  impressions  of  his  views,  remained  Jews, 
believing  in  the  continued  obligation  to  observe  the  Law,  and, 
consequently,  holding  the  initiatory  rite  essential  to  participation 
in  the  privileges  of  the  Covenant.  They  held  this  not  only 
as  Jews  believing  in  the  Divine  origin  of  the  Old  Testament 
and  of  the  law,  but  as  Christians  confirmed  by  the  example 
and  the  teaching  of  their  Christ,  whose  very  coming  was  a 
substantial  ratification  of  the  ancient  faith  of  Israel.  In  this 
position  they  stood  when  the  Gospel,  without  their  intervention, 
and  mainly  by  the  exertions  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  began  to  spread 
amongst  the  Gentiles,  and  the  terms  of  their  admission  came  into 
question.  It  is  impossible  to  deny  that  the  total  removal  of  con- 
ditions, advocated  by  the  Apostle  Paul  with  all  the  vehemence  and 
warmth  of  his  energetic  character,  and  involving  nothing  short  of 
the  abrogation  of  the  law  and  surrender  of  all  the  privileges  of 
Israel,  must  have  been  shocking  not  only  to  the  prejudices  but 
also  to  the  deepest  religious  convictions  of  men  who,  although 
Christians,  had  not  ceased  to  be  Jews,  and,  unlike  the  Apostle  of 
the  Gentiles,  had  been  directly  and  daily  in  contact  with  Jesus, 

'  Gal.  ii.  9. 

2U 
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without  Jiaving  been  taught  such  revolutionary  principles.  From 
this  point  we  have  to  proceed  with  our  examination  of  the  account 
in  the  Acts  of  the  relation  of  the  elder  Apostles  to  Paul,  and  the 
solution  of  the  difficult  problem  before  them. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE    HISTORICAL   VALUE   OF   THE   WORK   (CONTINUED)  : 
STEPHEN   THE    MARTYR 

Before  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  himself  comes  on  the  scene, 
and  is  directly  brought  in  contact  with  the  Twelve,  we  have  to 
study  the  earlier  incidents  narrated  in  the  Acts,  wherein  it  is  said 
the  emancipation  of  the  Church  from  Jewish  exclusiveness  had 
already  either  commenced  or  been  clearly  anticipated.  The  first 
of  these  which  demands  our  attention  is  the  narrative  of  the 
martyrdom  of  Stephen.  This  episode,  although  highly  interesting 
and  important  in  itself,  might,  we  consider,  have  been  left  un- 
noticed in  connection  with  the  special  point  now  engaging  our 
attention ;  but  such  significance  has  been  imparted  to  it  by  the 
views  which  critics  have  discovered  in  the  speech  of  Stephen  that 
we  cannot  pass  it  without  attention. 

We  read'  that,  in  consequence  of  murmurs  amongst  the 
Hellenists  against  the  Hebrews  that  their  widows  were  neglected 
in  the  daily  distribution  of  alms,  seven  deacons  were  appointed 
specially  to  attend  to  such  ministrations.  Amongst  these,  it  is 
said,  was  Stephen,  "a  man  full  of  faith  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit." 
Stephen,  it  appears,  by  no  means  limited  his  attention  to  the 
material  interests  of  the  members  of  the  Church,  but,  being  "  full 
of  grace  and  power,  did  great  wonders  and  signs  (ripara  koI  (njfj^ta 
fjL€yd\a)  amongst  the  people."  "  But  there  arose  certain  of  those 
of  the  synagogue  which  is  called  (the  synagogue)  of  the  Liber- 
tines' and  of  the  Cyrenians  and  of  the  Alexandrians  and  of  them 
of  Cilida  and  of  Asia,  disputing  with  Stephen ;  and  they  were  not 
able  to  resist  the  wisdom  and  the  spirit  by  which  he  spake.  Then 
they  suborned  men  who  said :  We  have  heard  him  speak  blas- 
phemous words  against  Moses,  and  God.  And  they  stirred  up  the 
people  and  the  elders  and  the  scribes,  and  came  upon  him  and 
seized  him,  and  brought  him  to  the  Council,  and  set  up  false 
witnesses,  who  said :  This  man  ceaseth  not  to  speak  words  against 
the  holy  place  and  the  law ;  for  we  have  heard  him  say  that  Jesus, 
this   Nazarene,   shall   destroy   this  place,  and   shall   change  the 

'  Acts  vi.  I  f. 

*  The  Libertines  were  probably  Jewish  freedmen,  or  the  descendants  of 
freedmen,  who  had  returned  t^  Jerusalem  from  Rome. 
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customs  which  Moses  delivered  to  us."  The  high  priest  asks  him : 
Are  these  things  so  ?  And  Stephen  delivers  an  address,  which 
has  since  been  the  subject  of  much  discussion  amongst  critics  and 
divines.  The  contents  of  the  speech,  taken  by  themselves,  do  not 
present  any  difficulty  so  far  as  the  sense  is  concerned;  but,  regarded 
as  a  reply  to  the  accusations  brought  against  him  by  the  false 
witnesses,  the  defence  of  Stephen  has  perhaps  been  interpreted  in 
a  greater  variety  of  ways  than  any  other  part  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment. Its  shadowy  outlines  have  been  used  as  a  setting  for  the 
pious  thoughts  of  subsequent  generations,  and  every  imaginable 
intention  has  been  ascribed  to  the  proto-martyr,  every  possible  or 
impossible  reference  detected  in  the  phrases  of  his  oration.  This 
has  mainly  arisen  from  the  imperfect  nature  of  the  account  in  the 
Acts,  and  the  absence  of  many  important  details,  which  has  left 
criticism  to  adopt  that  "  divinatorisch-combinatorische "  procedure 
which  is  so  apt  to  evolve  any  favourite  theory  from  the  inner  con- 
sciousness. 

The  prevailing  view  amongst  the  great  majority  of  critics 
of  all  schools  is,  that  Stephen  is  represented  in  the  Acts  as 
the  forerunner  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  anticipating  his  universalistic 
principles,  and  proclaiming  with  more  or  less  of  directness 
the  abrogation  of  Mosaic  ordinances  and  the  freedom  of  the 
Christian  Church.^  This  view  was  certainly  advanced  by 
Augustine,  and  lies  at  the  base  of  his  famous  saying,  "  Si  sanctus 
St^hanus  sic  nan  orasset^  ecclesia  Paulum  non  hahertt ";'  but  it  was 
first  clearly  enunciated  by  Baur,  who  subjected  the  speech  of 
Stephen  to  detailed  analysis,  3  and  his  interpretation  has  to  a  large 
extent  been  adopted  even  by  Apologists.  It  must  be  clearly 
understood  that  adherence  to  this  reading  of  the  aim  and  meaning 
of  the  speech,  as  it  is  given  in  the  Acts,  by  no  means  involves  an 
admission  of  its  authenticity,  which,  on  the  contrary,  is  impugned 
by  Baur  himself,  and  by  a  large  number  of  independent  crirics. 
We  have  the  misfortune  of  differing  most  materially  from  the 
prevalent  view  regarding  the  contents  of  the  speech,  and  we  main- 
tain that,  as  it  stands  in  the  Acts,  there  is  not  a  word  in  it  which 
can  be  legitimately  construed  into  an  attack  upon  the  Mosaic  law, 
or  which  anticipates  the  Christian  universalism  of  Paul.  Space, 
however,  forbids  our  entering  here  upon  a  discussion  of  this 
subject ;  but  the  course  which  we  must  adopt  with  regard  to  it 
renders  it  unnecessary  to  deal  with  the  interpretation  of  the 
speech.     We  consider  that  there  is  no  reason  for  believing  that  the 

'  Holsten,  we  think  rightlv,  denies  that  Stephen  can  be  considered  in  any 
way  the  forerunner  of  Paul  \Zum  Ev.  Paulus  u.  Petr. ,  p.  52  anm.  *  *,  p,  253 
anm.  *). 

'  Sermo  i.  in  ftst.  St.  Stepkani. 

3  De  orationis  haMta  a  Stephana  consilio^  1829  ;  Paulus  «.  j.  f&.,  i.  49  f. 
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discourse  put  into  the  mouth  of  Stephen  was  ever  actually  delivered, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  there  is  every  ground  for  holding  that 
it  is  nothing  more  than  a  composition  by  the  author  of  the  Acts. 
We  shall  endeavour  clearly  to  state  the  reasons  for  this  con- 
clusion. 

With  the  exception  of  the  narrative  in  the  Acts,  there  is  no 
evidence  whatever  that  such  a  person  as  Stephen  ever  existed. 
The  statements  of  the  Apostle  Paul  leave  no  doubt  that  persecu- 
tion against  the  Christians  of  Jerusalem  must  have  broken  out 
previous  to  his  conversion,  but  no  details  are  given,  and  it  can 
scarcely  be  considered  otherwise  than  extraordinary  that  Paul 
should  not  in  any  of  his  own  writings  have  referred  to  the  proto- 
martyr  of  the  Christian  Church,  if  the  account  which  is  given  of 
him  be  historical.  It  may  be  argued  that  his  own  share  in  the 
martyrdom  of  Stephen  made  the  episode  an  unpleasant  memory, 
which  the  Apostle  would  not  readily  recall.  Considering  the 
generosity  of  PauFs  character,  on  the  one  hand,  however,  and  the 
important  position  assigned  to  Stephen,  on  the  other,  this  cannot 
be  admitted  as  an  explanation,  and  it  is  perfectly  unaccountable 
that,  if  Stephen  really  be  a  historical  personage,  no  mention  of 
him  occurs  elsewhere  in  the  New  Testament. 

Moreover,  if  Stephen  was,  as  asserted,  the  direct  forerunner  of 
Paul,  and  in  his  hearing  enunciated  sentiments  like  those  ascribed 
to  him,  already  expressing  much  more  than  the  germ — indeed, 
the  full  spirit — of  Pauline  universality,  it  would  be  passing  strange 
that  Paul  not  only  tacitly  ignores  all  that  he  owes  to  the  proto- 
martyr,  but  vehemently  protests  :  "  But  I  make  known  unto  you, 
brethren,  that  the  Gospel  which  was  preached  by  me  is  not  after 
man.  For  neither  did  I  receive  it  from  man,  nor  was  taught  it, 
but  by  revelation  of  Jesus  Clirist."'  There  is  no  evidence 
that  such  a  person  exercised  any  such  influence  on  Paul.' 
One  thing  only  is  certain,  that  the  speech  and  martyrdom  of  Stephen 
made  so  little  impression  on  Paul  that,  according  to  Acts,  he 
continued  a  bitter  persecutor  of  Christianity,  "making  havoc  of 
the  Church." 

The  statement,  vi.  8,  that  "  Stephen,  full  of  grace  and  power, 
did  great  wonders  and  signs  among  the  people,"  is  not  calculated 
to  increase  confidence  in  the  narrative  as  sober  history ;  and  as 
little  is  the  assertion,  vi.  1 5,  that  "  all  who  sat  in  the  Council, 
looking  steadfastly  on  him,  saw  his  face  as  it  had  been  the  face  of 
an  angel."     This,  we  think,  is  evidently  an  instance  of  Christian 

'  Gal.  i.  II,  12. 

'  It  is  further  very  remarkable,  if  il  be  assumed  that  tlie  vision,  Acts  vii.  55, 
actually  was  seen,  that,  in  giving  a  list  of  those  who  have  seen  the  risen  Jesus 
(i  Cor.  XV.  5-8),  which  he  evidently  intends  to  be  complete,  he  does  not 
mclude  Stephen. 
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subjective  opinion  made  objective.  How,  we  might  ask,  could  it 
be  known  to  the  writer  that  all  who  sat  at  the  Council  saw  this  ? 
Neander  replies  that  probably  it  is  the  evidence  of  members  of 
the  Sanhedrin  of  the  impression  made  on  them  by  the  aspect  of 
Stephen.*  The  intention  of  the  writer,  however,  obviously  is  to 
describe  a  supernatural  phenomenon,  and  this  is  in  his  usual 
manner  in  this  book,  where  miraculous  agency  is  more  freely 
employed  than  in  any  other  in  the  Canon.  The  session  of  the 
Council  commences  in  a  regular  manner,"  but  the  previous  arrest 
of  Stephen,3  and  the  subsequent  interruption  of  his  defence,  are 
described  as  a  tumultuous  proceeding,  his  death  being  unsanctioned 
by  any  sentence  of  the  Council.*  The  Sanhedrin,  indeed,  could 
not  execute  any  sentence  of  death  without  the  ratification  of  the 
Roman  authorities, s  and  nothing  is  said  in  the  narrative  which 
implies  that  any  regular  verdict  was  pronounced;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  tumult  described  in  v.  57  f.  excludes  such  a 
supposition.  Olshausen^  considers  that,  in  order  to  avoid  any 
collision  with  the  Roman  power,  the  Sanhedrin  did  not  pronounce 
any  formal  judgment,  but  connived  at  the  execution  which  some 
fanatics  carried  out.  This  explanation  is  inadmissible,  because 
it  is  clear  that  the  members  of  the  Council  themselves,  if 
also  the  audience,  attacked  and  stoned  Stephen.  The  actual 
stoning7  is  carried  out  with  all  regard  to  legal  forms,  the  victim 

'  Pflanzung,  u.  5.  w.,  p.  68.  '  vi.  13  f.,  vii.   i.  3  vi.  11,  12. 

*  Humphrey  {On  the  Ads,  p.  668  f.),  with  a  few  others,  thinks  there  was  a 
regular  sentence.  De  Wette  (A'.  Erkl.  Apostelgesch^y  p.  114)  thinks  it  more 
probable  that  there  was  a  kind  of  sentence  pronounced,  and  that  the  reporter, 
not  having  been  an  eye-witness,  does  not  quite  correctly  state  the  case. 

s  John  xviii.  31.  Cf.  Origen,  Ad  African.  ^\  14;  Alford,  Gk.  Test,^  ii., 
p.  82  f.  ;  Baur,  Paulus^  i.,  p.  62  ;  von  DoUinger,  Christ,  u  Kirche,  p.  456  f.  ; 
Holtzmann,  in  Bunsen^s  Biblew.y  viiL,  p.  338  ;  Neander,  Pflanzung,  p.  72  f.  ; 
Olshausen,  Apg,,  p.  125;  Weizsacker,  in  SchenktVs  Bib.  Lex,y  v.,  p.  387; 
Zeller,  Apg.^  p.  150.  It  is  argued,  however,  that  the  trial  of  Stephen  pro- 
bably took  place  just  after  the  recall  of  Pontius  Pilate,  either  in  an  interval 
when  the  Roman  Procurator  wsis  absent,  or  when  one  fevourable  to  the  Tews 
had  replaced  Pilate.  A  most  arbitrary  explanation,  for  which  no  ground,  bat 
the  narrative  which  requires  defence,  can  be  given. 

*  Die  Apostelgesch.y  125. 

?  It  is  said  both  in  v.  58  and  v.  59  that  '*  they  stoned"  hhn.  The  double  use 
of  the  term  At^o/34Xow  has  called  forth  many  curious  explanations,  Heinrichs 
(ad  vii.  57,  p.  205),  and  after  him  Kuinoel  (iv.,p.  288),  explain  the  first  as 
meaning  only  that  they  prepared  to  stone  him,  or  that  they  wantonly  threw 
stones  at  him  on  the  way  to  the  place  of  execution.  Olshausen  (on  vii.  57-60, 
p.  125)  considers  the  first  to  be  a  mere  anticipation  of  the  second  more 
definitely  described  stoning.  So  also  Meyer  (on  vii.  57,  p.  193).  Bleek 
{Einl.  N.  T.y  p.  341  f.)  conjectures  that  the  author  only  found  it  stated 
generally  in  the  written  source  which  he  uses,  as  in  v.  58,  that  they  cast 
Stephen  out  of  the  city  and  stoned  him,  and  that,  from  mere  oral  tradition,  he 
inserted  the  second  i\ieo§6KoWf  v.  59,  for  the  sake  of  what  is  there  related 
about  Saul. 
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being  taken  out  of  the  city,*  and  the  witnesses  casting  the  first 
stone,'  and  for  this  purpose  taking  off  their  outer  garments. 

The  whole  account,  with  its  singular  mixture  of  lawlessness  and 
formality,  is  extremely  improbable,  and  more  especially  when  the 
speech  itself  is  considered.  The  proceedings  commence  in  an 
orderly  manner,  and  the  high  priest  calls  upon  Stephen  for  his 
defence.  The  Council  and  audience  listen  patiently  and  quietly 
to  his  speech,  and  no  interruption  takes  place  until  he  has  said  all 
that  he  had  to  say ;  for  it  must  be  apparent  that,  when  the  speaker 
abandons  narrative  and  argument  and  breaks  into  direct  invective, 
there  could  not  have  been  any  intention  to  prolong  the  address, 
as  no  expectation  of  calm  attention  after  such  denunciations  could 
have  been  natural.  The  tumult  cuts  short  the  oration  precisely 
where  the  author  had  exhausted  his  subject,  and  by  temporary 
lawlessness  overcomes  the  legal  difficulty  of  a  sentence  which  the 
Sanhedrin,  without  the  ratification  of  the  Roman  authority,  could 
not  have  carried  out.  As  soon  as  the  tumult  has  effected  these 
objects,  all  becomeis  orderly  and  legal  again;  and,  consequently, 
the  witnesses  can  lay  their  garments  "  at  a  young  man's  feet  whose 
name  was  Saul."  The  principal  actor  in  the  work  is  thus 
dramatically  introduced.  As  the  trial  commences  with  a  super- 
natural illumination  of  the  face  of  Stephen,  it  ends  with  a  super- 
natural vision,  in  which  Stephen  sees  heaven  opened,  and  the  Son 
of  Man  standing  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  Such  a  trial  and 
such  an  execution  present  features  which  are  undoubtedly  not 
historical. 

This  impression  is  certainly  not  lessened  when  we  find  how 
many  details  of  the  trial  and  death  of  Stephen  are  based  on  the 
accounts  in  the  Gospels  of  the  trial  and  death  of  Jesus.  The 
irritated  adversaries  of  Stephen  stir  up  the  jieople  and  the  elders 
and  scribes,  and  come  upon  him  and  lead  him  to  the  Council.^ 
They  seek  false  witness  against  him  ;^  and  these  false  witnesses 
accuse  him  of  speaking  against  the  temple  and  the  law.  5  The 
false  witnesses  who  are  set  up  against  Jesus  with  similar  testimony, 
according  to  the  first  two  Synoptics,  are  strangely  omitted  by  the 
third.  The  reproduction  of  this  trait  here  has  much  that  is 
suggestive.  The  high  priest  asks :  "Are  these  things  so?"^  Stephen, 
at  the  close  of  his  speech,  exclaims  :  "  I  see  the  heavens  opened, 

*  LeviL  xxiv.  14.  '  Deut.  xvii.  7. 
3  Acts  vi.  12  ;  cf.  Luke  xxii.  66,  Matt.  xxvi.  57. 

*  Acts  vi.  1 1  ;  cf.  Matt.  xxvi.  59,  Mark  xiv.  55. 

s  Acts  vi.  13  f.;  cf.  Matt.  xxvi.  60  f.,  Mark  xiv.  57  f. 

*  The'words  in  Acts  vii.  i  are  :   crirci'  Si  6  dpx'^epeiir  El{dpo.)  Tovra  oih-vs 

^X«  ;    in  Matt.  xxvi.  63,  diroKpt$eli  6  dpx^fp^  ftvew  cuJrv*  '£{o/>irf^<w  (re 

twa  iffuif  tfwfjs  el  <ri>  tX6  xp^arbt ;  in  Luke  xxii.  66 X^orrvr  Ei  <n>  «I  6 

XpurrSt,  elirbp  if/up.     Cf.  Zeller,  Du  Apostelg,^  p.  153,  anm.  2. 
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and  the  Son  of  Man  standing  on  the  right  hand  of  God."  Jesus 
says :  "  Henceforth  shall  the  Son  of  Man  be  seated  on  the  right 
hand  of  the  power  of  God."'  Whilst  he  is  being  stoned,  Stephen 
prays,  saying:  "Lord  Jesus,  receive  my  Spirit";  and,  similarly, 
Jesus  on  the  cross  cries,  with  a  loud  voice :  "  Father,  into  thy 
hands  I  commend  my  spirit ;  and,  having  said  this,  he  expired."* 
Stephen,  as  he  is  about  to  die,  cries,  with  a  loud  voice :  "  Lord, 
lay  not  this  sin  to  their  charge ;  and  when  he  said  this  he  fell 
asleep";  and  Jesus  says:  "Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not 
what  they  do.  "3  These  two  sayings  of  Jesus  are  not  given  any- 
where but  in  the  third  Synoptic,*  and  their  imitation  by  Stephen, 
in  another  work  of  the  same  Evangelist,  is  a  peculiarity  which 
deserves  attention.  It  is  argued  by  Apologists  that  nothing  is 
more  natural  than  that  the  first  martyrs  should  have  the  example 
of  the  suffering  Jesus  in  their  minds,  and  die  with  his  expressions 
of  love  and  resignation  on  their  lips.  On  the  other  hand,  taken 
along  with  other  most  suspicious  circumstances  which  we  have 
already  pointed  out,  and  with  the  fact,  which  we  shall  presently 
demonstrate,  that  the  speech  of  Stephen  is  nothing  more  than  a 
composition  by  the  author  of  Acts,  the  singular  analogies  presented 
by  this  narrative  with  the  trial  and  last  words  of  Jesus  in  the 
Gospels  seem  to  us  an  additional  indication  of  its  inauthenticity. 
As  Baurs  and  Zeller^  have  well  argued,  the  use  of  two  expressions 
of  Jesus  only  found  in  the  third  Synoptic  is  a  phenomenon  which 
is  much  more  naturally  explained  by  attributing  them  to  the 
author,  who  of  course  knew  that  Gospel  well,  than  to  Stephen,  who 
did  not  know  it  at  all. 7  The  prominence  which  is  given  to  this 
episode  of  the  first  Christian  martyrdom  is  intelligible  in  itself, 
and  it  acquires  fresh  sigriificance  when  it  is  considered  as  the 
introduction  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  whose  perfect  silence  r^arding 
the  proto-martyr,  however,  confirms  the  belief  which  we  otherwise 
acquire,  that  the  whole  narrative  and  speech,  whatever  unknown 

'  Acts  vii.  56,  Luke  xxii.  69. 

'  \4yoifTa'  Ktjpi€*lri<rouy  S^^cu  rb  wvevfidiMv.     Acts  vii.  59.     Kal  ^xoFiffiras 

0u)j^  fxeydXji  6  'Irjffovs  elTretf  II drcp,  elt  x^f^l^  <rov  wapaTlBefiai  rb  rvcvfid  fxov. 
TovTO  di  €liru}v  4^iTrv€v<T€v.       Luke  xxiii.  46. 

3  iKpa^ey  (fxar^  fxtydX'jj'    Ki/pte^  fxij  <rrfi<rxii  airroit  Ta&rrfw  Hpf  iifuiprUur. 

Kol  toOto  €lTb)P  4KOifii/i0ri.     Acts  viL  60. 

*  6  Si  *lrj<rovi  ^Xryew  Udrep,  &<f>€s  airroU-  oi)  ydp  otdaaif  tI  vaoOa-iw.  Luke 
xxiii.  34. 

5  PauluSy  i.,  p.  64,  anm.  I.  *  Apostelgesch.^  152. 

7  Neander  admits  that  the  narrative  in  Acts  is  wanting  in  clearness  and 
intuitive  evidence  of  details,  although  he  does  not  think  that  this  at  all 
militates  against  the  trustworthiness  of  the  whole  {Pflanzung^  u.  j.  n».,  p.  68, 
anm.).  Bleek  points  out  that  viii.  1-3,  which  is  so  closely  connected  with  this 
episode,  shows  a  certain  confusion  and  want  of  clearness,  and  supposes  the 
passage  interpolated  by  the  author  into  the  original  narrative  of  which  he  made 
use  {Eini.  N.  T.,  p.  342). 
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tradition  may  have   suggested  them,  are  to  be  ascribed   to  the 
author  of  the  Acts. 

'  On  closer  examination,  one  of  the  first  questions  which  arises  is, 
How  could  such  a  speech  have  been  reported  ?  Although  Neander' 
contends  that  we  are  not  justified  in  asserting  that  all  that  is 
narrated  regarding  Stephen  in  the  Acts  occurred  in  a  single  day, 
we  think  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  intention  is  to  describe  the 
arrest,  trial,  and  execution  as  rapidly  following  each  other  on  the 
same  day.  "  They  came  upon  him,  and  seized  him,  and  brought 
him  to  the  Council,  and  set  up  false  witnesses,  who  said,"  etc' 
There  is  no  ground  here  for  interpolating  any  imprisonment,  and, 
if  not,  then  it  follows  clearly  that  Stephen,  being  immediately 
called  upon  to  answer  for  himself,  is,  at  the  end  of  his  discourse, 
violently  carried  away  without  the  city  to  be  stoned.  No  prepara- 
tions could  have  been  made  even  to  take  notes  of  his  speech,  if 
upon  any  ground  it  were  reasonable  to  assume  the  possibility  of 
an  intention  to  do  so;  and  indeed  it  could  not,  under. the  circum- 
stances, have  been  foreseen  that  he  should  either  have  been  placed 
in  such  a  position  or  have  been  able  to  make  a  speech  at  all. 
The  rapid  progress  of  all  the  events  described,  and  the  excitement 
consequent  on  such  tumultuous  proceedings,  render  an  ordinary 
explanation  of  the  manner  in  which  such  a  speech  could  have  been 
preserved  improbable,  and  it  is  difficult  to  suppose  that  it  could 
have  been  accurately  remembered,  with  all  its  curious  details,  by 
one  who  was  present.  Improbable  as  it  is,  however,  this  is  the 
only  suggestion  which  can  possibly  be  advanced.  The  majority  of 
Apologists  suppose  that  the  sjjeech  was  heard  and  reported  by  the 
Apostle  Paul  himself,  or  at  least  that  it  was  communicated  or 
written  down  either  by  a  member  of  the  Sanhedrin  or  by  some  one 
who  was  present.  As  there  is  no  information  on  the  point,  there 
is  ample  scope  for  imagination  ;  but,  when  we  come  to  consider  its 
linguistic  and  other  peculiarities,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  extreme  difficulty  of  explaining  the  preservation  of  such  a 
speech  must  be  an  element  in  judging  whether  it  is  not  rather  a 
composition  by  the  author  of  Acts.  The  language  in  which  it 
was  delivered,  again,  is  the  subject  of  much  difference  of  opinion, 
many  maintaining  that  it  must  have  originally  been  spoken  in 
Aramaic,  whilst  others  hold  that  it  was  delivered  in  Greek.  Still,  a 
large  number  of  critics  and  divines  of  course  assert  that  the 
speech  attributed  to  Stephen  is  at  least  substantially  authentic. 
As  might  naturally  be  e^cpected  in  a  case  where  negative  criticism 
is  arrayed  against  a  canonical  work  upheld  by  the  time-honoured 
authority  of  the  Church,  those  who  dispute  its  authenticity  are  in 
the  minority.     It  is  maintained  by  the  latter  that  the  language  is 

'  PJianzungi  u.  s.  w.,  p.  68,  anm.  '  Acts  vi.  12  f. 
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more  or  less  that  of  the  writer  of  the  rest  of  the  work,  and  that 
the  speech,  in  fact,  as  it  lies  before  us  is  a  later  composition  by  tjie 
author  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles. 

Before  examining  the  linguistic  peculiarities  of  the  speech, 
we  may  very  briefly  point  out  that,  in  the  course  of  the  historical 
survey,  many  glaring  contradictions  of  the  statements  of  the  Old 
Testament  occur.'  Stephen  says  (vs.  2,  3)  that  the  order  to 
Abraham  to  leave  his  country  was  given  to  him  in  Mesopotamia 
before  he  dwelt  in  Haran ;  but  according  to  Genesis  (xii.  if.) 
the  call  is  given  whilst  he  was  living  in  Haran.  The  speech  (v.  4) 
represents  Abraham  leaving  Haran  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
but  this  is  in  contradiction  to  Genesis,  according  to  which^ 
Abraham  was  75  when  he  left  Haran.  Now,  as  he  was  bom 
when  his  father  Terah  was  70,3  and  Terah  lived  205  years,-*  his 
father  was  only  145  at  the  time  indicated,  and  afterwards  lived 
60  years.  In  v.  5  it  is  stated  that  Abraham  had  no  possession  in 
the  promised  land,  not  even  so  much  as  to  set  his  foot  on ;  but, 
according  to  Genesis, s  he  brought  the  field  of  Ephron  in 
Machpelah.  It  is  said  (v.  14)  that  Jacob  went  down  into  Egypt  with 
75  souls,  whereas  in  the  Old  Testament  it  is  repeatedly  said  that 
the  number  was  70.^  In  v.  16  it  is  stated  that  Jacob  was  buried 
in  Schechem  in  a  sepulchre  bought  by  Abraham  of  the  sons  of 
Emmor  in  Schechem,  whereas  in  Genesis^  Jacob  is  said  to  have 
been  buried  in  Machpelah  ;  the  sepulchre  in  Schechem,  in  which 
the  bones  of  Joseph  were  buried,  was  not  bought  by  Abraham, 
but  by  Jacob.^  Moses  is  described  (v.  22)  as  mighty  in  words  ; 
but  in  Exodus9  he  is  said  to  be  the  very  reverse,  and  Aaroh, 
in  fact,  is  sent  with  him  to  speak  words  for  him.  These  are  some 
of   the  principal  variations.     It  used   to   be    argued  thit   such 

*  Dr.  Wordsworth  says  of  those  who  venture  to  observe  them  :  *'  The 
allegations  in  question,  when  reduced  to  their  plain  meaning,  involve  the 
assumption  that  the  Holy  Ghost,  speaking  by  St.  Stephen  (who  was  *  full  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  '')y  forgot  what  He  Himself  had  written  m  the  Book  of  Genesis ; 
and  that  His  Memory  is  to  be  refreshed  by  Biblical  commentators  of  the 
nineteenth  century  !  This  kind  of  criticism  is  animated  by  a  spirit  very  alien 
from  that  Christian  temper  of  reverential  modesty,  gentleness,  and  humility, 
which  are  primary  requisites  for  the  discovery  and  reception  of  truth.  Mysteries 
are  revealed  to  the  nieek  (Eccles.  iii.  19).  Them  that  are  meek  shall  He  guide 
in  Judgment ;  and  such  as  are  gentle,  them  shall  He  learn  His  way  (Psahn  xxv.  8). 
But  such  a  spirit  of  criticism  seems  willing  to  accept  any  supposition,  however 
fanciful,  except  that  of  its  own  fallibility  !  It  is  ready  to  allege  that  St.  Luke 
is  in  error  in  saying  that  St.  Stephen  was  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost.     It  is  ready 

to  affirm  that  St.  Stephen  was  forgetful  of  the  elements  of  Jewish  history 

No  wonder  that  it  is  given  over  by  God  to  a  reprobate  mind**  {Greek  Test., 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,  p.  66  f.). 

«  Gen.  xii.  4.  3  xi.  26.  *  xi.  32.  5  xxiii.  4  f.,  17  f. 

*  Gen.  xlvi.  27,  Exod.  i.  5,  Deut.  x.  22.  It  must  be  added  that  in  the  last 
two  passages  the  version  of  the  Ixx.  also  gives  75  including  the  sons  of  Joseph, 

7  xlix.  29,  1.  13.  *  Joshua  xxiv.  32.  '  iv.  10  f. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


ANALOGY  OF  THE  SPEECH  TO  OTHERS  IN  ACTS        667 

mistakes  were  mere  errors  of  memory,  natural  in  a  speech 
delivered  under  such  circumstances  and  without  preparation,'  and 
that  they  are  additional  evidence  of  its  authenticity,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  very  improbable  that  a  writer  deliberately  composing  such 
a  speech  could  have  committed  them.  It  is  very  clear,  however, 
that  the  majority  of  these  are  not  errors  of  memory  at  all,  but 
either  the  exegesis  prevailing  at  the  time  amongst  learned  Jews,  or 
traditions  deliberately  adopted,  of  which  many  traces  are  elsewhere 
found. 

The  form  of  the  speech  is  closely  similar  to  other  speeches 
found  in  the  same  work.  We  have  already,  in  passing,  pointed  out 
the  analogy  of  parts  of  it  to  the  address  of  Peter  in  Solomon's 
porch,  but  the  speech  of  Paul  at  Antioch  bears  a  still  closer  resem- 
blance to  it,  and  has  been  called  "  a  mere  echo  of  the  speeches  of 
Peter  and  Stephen."'  We  must  refer  the  reader  to  our  general 
comparison  of  the  two  speeches  of  Peter  and  Paul  in  question,^ 
which  sufficiently  showed,  we  think,  that  they  were  not  delivered 
by  independent  speakers,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  are  nothing 
more  than  compositions  by  the  author  of  the  Acts.  These 
addresses,  which  are  such  close  copies  of  each  other,  are  so 
markedly  cast  in  the  same  mould  as  the  speech  of  Stephen  that 
they  not  only  confirm  our  conclusions  as  to  their  own  origin,  but 
intensify  suspicions  of  its  authenticity.  It  is  impossible,  without 
reference  to  the  speeches  themselves,  to  show  how  closely  that  of 
Paul  at  Antioch  is  traced  on  the  lines  of  the  speech  of  Stephen, 
and  this  resemblance  is  much  greater  than  can  be  shown  by  mere 
linguistic  examination.  The  thoughts  correspond  where  the  words 
differ.  There  is  a  constant  recurrence  of  words,  however,  even 
where  the  sense  of  the  passages  is  not  the  same,  and  the  ideas  in 
both  bear  the  stamp  of  a  single  mind.  We  shall  not  attempt  fully 
to  contrast  these  discourses  here,  for  it  would  occupy  too  much 
space,  and  we  therefore  content  ourselves  with  giving  a  few 
illustrations,  begging  the  reader  to  examine  the  speeches  them- 
selves : — 

Stkphen.  I  Paul  and  Peter. 

vii.  2.     Men,     brethren,     fathers,         xiii.      15.      Men,      brethren 

hear.  16.  Men,  Israelites,  and  ye  that  fear 

God,  hear. 

'Avdpes  dd€\<f>ol dKOv<raT€, 

'       xxii.   I.   Men,  brethren,  and  fathers, 
;  hear 

'  Even  de  Wettesays:  "The  numerous  historical  errors  are  remarkable  ; 
they  may  most  probably  be  ascribed  to  an  unprepared  speech"  [AT.  Erkl. 
Apostelgesch,^  p.  93). 

'  Schneckenburger,  Zweck  der  Apostelgesch.^  p.  130. 

3  See  back,  p.  623  f. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


668  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 

Stephen.  Paul  and  Peter. 

Awdpes    d8€\<f>ol    koI     vaHpeiy    fluroi/-  '  *Ap9p€S  adeX^o2  koX  iraHpeSf  axwaarc. 
(rare i 

The  God  of  glory  (6  debs  r^f  W^s)'  xiii.  17.  The  God  of  this  people 
appeared  to  our  father  (t(J)  Trarpl  iifiQw)  (6  $€6i  rod  \aov  ro&rov)  Israel  chose 
Abraham  when  he  was  in  {Bpti  iv  rij  our  fathers  {rods  waripas  iifiC^)  and 
M. )  Mesopotamia,  before  he  dwelt  in  exalted  the  people  in  their  sojourn  in 
{Karoucifffat  airrdw  iw)  Haran,  etc  1  the  land  of  Egypt  {iw  rj  Topoucl^  iw 

yi  Aly&irT(fi) 

6 that    his    seed   should    be    a  , 

sojourner  in  a  strange  land  {TdpoiKOP 
4v  y^  dKkoTpi^) ' 

5 and   to  his    seed {xal  r4»  1      iii.  25.  Ye  are   the  children of 

ffxipuMTi  oAtov).^  ,  the  covenant  (r^f  dia^jci;?)  which  God 

8.  And    he   gave   him    (Abraham)    made  with  your  fathers,  saying  unto 

a    covenant {koX    (9<aK€v    o^y  i  Abraham  :  And  in  thy  seed  {koX  iv  rtp 

dia$T^KTfv )  of  circumcision.  3  '  ffxipfiarl  <rov),  etc. 

22.    (Moses)    was    mighty    in    his  [      (Luke  xxiv.  19.  Jesus mighty  in 

words  and    deeds   {^v  5i    Swarbs    iw  |  deed  and  word  (Swarhi  eV  (frpp   Koi 
\6yois  Kal  (pTfOit  ah-ov).  1  X^^^ ) ) 

32.  I  am  the  God  of  thy  fathers,  iii.  13.  The  God  of  Abraham  and 
the  God  of  Abraham  and  Isaac  and  1  Isaac  and  Jacob,  the  God  of  our 
Jacob.  ('£70)  i>  $€6t  rCgw  Trariptaw  aov,  fathers.  (6  debs  *AfipaAfi  koI  ^I^oAk 
6  Otbs  *A^pab.fi  koX  'Icradir  Koi  *la«r(6/3. )     i  koX  'laict^,  0  Ofbi  row  varipiaw  iuiSm 

I  ) 

36.  This    (Moses)    brought    them  |      xiii.  17 and  exalted  the  people 

(the  people  rbv  \a,bv)  out  {ij^riyaycv  .  (rdr  XaJbv)  in  their  sojourn  in  the  land 
aino(fs)   having  worked  wonders    and  I  of  Egypt  {h  yi  Aly&rrifi),  and  with  a 
signs^  in  the   land   of  Egypt   {if  yv 
Aly&iTTtfi)  and  in  the  Red   Sea,  and 
in  the  wilderness  forty  years  (ip  rj 

ipi^fup  fni  reffffcpdKOWTa).     v.   42 

forty  years  in    the  wilderness 1  {iv  r^  iprfifu^), 

(fn;  reaaepdjcoPTa  iw  ry  ip^fup).  1 

37.  This  is   the    Moses    who   said  ^      iii.     22.     Moses    indeed    said  :*    A 


high  arm  brought  them  out  of  it  (€^i>7a- 
y€P  auToi^i),  18.  and  for  about  the 
time  of  forty  years'  (Te<r<r«/)a<corraeTiy) 
nourished    them    in    the    Mrildemess 


prophet  shall  the  Lord  our  God  raise 
up  imto  you  from  among  your 
brethren,  like  unto  me,  etc. 


unto  the  children  of  Israel :  A  prophet 

shall   God   raise  up  unto  you    from 

among    your    brethren,     Uke     unto 

me.. 
42 God  delivered  them   up  to  \      (Rom  i.  24 God  delivered  them 

serve    the    host    of    heaven    (6    Sebs  '  up to      undeanness      {waptdiaKev 

irapidtiJKcv  airrods  XarptCeiPf  k.  t.  X.).        owrods  b  $cbs els  (f/ca^ofwfoF,  jc.t.X. 

I  cf.  26 TrapidufKcv  aiSrois  b  $€b%  elt 

I  TrdBri     dri/jUas 28 TapHkaKcv 

'  avTods  6  Bebs  els  ddbxifAOW  www ) ). 

'  Cf.  I  Cor.  ii.  8,  Kvpios  t^j  ddj^iffs ;  cf.  Ixx.  Ps.  xxviii.  3. 

^  Conipare  with  this  verse  Rom,  iv.  13  ;  Gal.  iii.  16,  29. 

3  Cf.  Rom.  iv.  II,  Kal  ffrjfietov  fKa^ew  wepiTOfiijs. 

*  Toi-fyras  repara  Kal    ffrjfjLeia ii.     22 repaaiv    koX    aiifieUHS    ols 

iTrolTfffev 

5  vii.  23    reads TeaaepaKowTaerrfs    XP^o* aJ^d    xiii.     18 Tearepa- 

KowToeTTf  xp^ov and  again  vii.  23,  dwe^  iwl  t^w  KtLpSlaw  aifroO I  Ci)r. 

ii.  9,  iirl  KapdloM  dwOpiifTov  ovk  dwe^rj 

^  The  authorised  version,  on  the  authority  of  several  important  MSS. ,  adds 
"unto  the  fathers" — *' irp6i  roirs  xaWpof";  but  the  balance  of  evidence  is 
decidedly  against  the  words. 
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Stephen. 

45.  Which     also  our    fathers 

brought  in  with  Joshua  when  they 
took  possession  of  the  Gentiles  (Tfli 
c^ywr),  whom  God  drave  out  before  the 
face  of  our  fathers,  unto  the  days  of 
David. 

46.  Who  found  {edpe)  favour  with 
God 


48.  Howbeit,  the  Most  High 
dwelleth  not  in  what  is  made  with 
hands  {o{fx  ^  I^^Krroi  4p  x^'-P^^^^^V'^o^^ 
KaroiKti' ),  even  as  the  prophet  saith  : 
49.  The  heaven  (6  wpwds)  is  my 
throne,  and  the  earth  (^  yrj)  is  my 
footstool.  50.  Did  not  my  hand 
make  all  these  things  ?  (Oi^x^  v  x^lp 
fiov  iirolTjffcp  vdrra  rwra  ;) 

51.  Ye  uncircumdsed  in  hearts 
{dTreplTfXfjTOi  Kopdlcui ) 

52.  Which  of  the  prophets  did  not 
your  fathers  persecute?  and  they 
killed  (oT^iTTetray)  them  which 
announced  before  of  the  coming  of 
the  righteous  One  (rov  SiKaLov)^  of 
whom  ye  have  become  betrayers 
and  murderers  (^orets). 

53.  Ye  received    the    law    at    the 

arrangements    of    angels {iXd^ere 

rbv  plfj.ov  eh   diarayas   dyyiXtav ) 


54.  And  hearinfi;  these  things  they 
were  cut  to  their  hearts  (airojJoKTcs  ^k 
ravra  Sieirploi'To)^  and  gnashed  their 
teeth  upon  him. 


Paul  and  Peter. 

xiii.  19.  And  he  destroyed  seven 
nations  {i$v7j)  in  the  land  of  Canaan,' 
and  divided  their  land  to  them  by  lot. 


22 he    raised    up     unto     them 

David  as  king,  to  whom  also  he  bare 
witness  and  said  :    I     found    {edpop) 

I  David,  a  man  after  mine  own  heart, 
etc. 

xvii.  24  f.  The  God  that  made  the 

I  world  and  all  things  therein  (6  debs  6 
woi-^at  t6»  K6fffiop  KOI  Tdpra  r&  ew 
oJry),   he  being  lord  of  heaven  and 

I  earth  {oupoj^oO  koI  yijs)  dwelleth  not 

I  in  temples  made  with  hands  (ova:  eV 
X«/)OT(K^ots  pcujii  icaroiirct),  neither  is 
served  by  men*s  hands  {x^ipwp),  etc. 

(Rom.  ii.  29.  Circumcision  is  of  the 
heart,  in  spirit  (ire/Mro/tt^  KapSLai  €p 
iTPevfxaTi  K.  r.  X )  ) 

xxii.  14 the  righteous  One  {t6p 

SIkouop) 

iii.  14,  But  ye  denied  the  holy  and 
righteous  One  {t6p  SIkouop)^  and 
desired  a  murderer  (ai'^pa  </>0P€a)  to 
be  granted  unto  you,  15.  and  killed 
(dxeicTfirorc)  the  Prince  of  Life,  etc. 

(Gal.  iii.  19.  What  then  is  the  law  ? 

It  was  added ;  being  arranged  by 

means  of  angels {ri  o9r  6  pSfioi  ; 

TpoaeT€$if Siarayels    di      dyyeXuip 

)) 

V.  33.  When  they  heard  they  were 
cut  (to  their  hearts)  {ol  Bi  dKoijaapres 
9i€irploPTo)  and  took  counsel  to  slay 
them. 


It  is  argued  that  the  speech  of  Stephen  bears  upon  it  the  stamp 
of  an  address  which  was  actually  delivered.  We  are  not  able  to 
discover  any  special  indication  of  this.  Such  an  argument,  at  the 
best,  is  merely  the  assertion  of  personal  opinion,  and  cannot  have 
any  weight.  It  is  quite  conceivable  that  an  oration  actually 
spoken  might  lose  its  spontaneous  character  in  a  report,  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  a  written  composition  might  acquire  oratorical 
reality  from  the  skill  of  the  writer.  It  would  indeed  exhibit  great 
want  of  literary  ability  if  a  writer,  composing  a  speech  which  he 
desires  to  represent  as  having  actually  been  spoken,  altogether 

'  vii.  II.  Then  came  a  famine  upon  all  Eg3rpt  and  Canaan. 
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failed  to  convey  some  impression  of  this.  To  have  any  applica- 
tion to  the  present  case,  however,  it  must  not  only  be  affirmed  that 
the  speech  of  Stephen  has  the  stamp  of  an  address  really  spoken, 
but  that  it  has  the  character  of  one  delivered  under  such  extra- 
ordinary circumstances,  without  premeditation,  and  in  the  midst  of 
tumultuous  proceedings.  It  cannot,  we  think,  be  reasonably 
asserted  that  a  speech  like  this  is  peculiarly  characteristic  of  a  man 
suddenly  arrested  by  angry  and  excited  opponents,  and  hurried 
before  a  council  which,  at  its  close,  rushes  upon  him  and  joins  in 
stoning  him.  Unless  the  defence  attributed  to  Stephen  be  par- 
ticularly characteristic  of  this,  the  argument  in  question  falls  to  the 
ground.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  speech  has  one  feature  more 
strongly  marked  than  another,  it  is  the  deliberate  care  with  which 
the  points  referred  to  in  the  historical  survey  are  selected  and  bear 
upon  each  other,  and  the  art  with  which  the  climax  is  attained. 
In  showing,  as  we  have  already  done,  that  the  speech  betrays  the 
handiwork  of  the  author  of  the  Acts,  we  have  to  a  large  extent 
disposed  of  any  claim  to  peculiar  individuality  in  the  defence,  and 
the  linguistic  analysis  conclusively  settles  the  source  of  the  com- 
position. We  must  point  out  here  in  continuation  that,  as  in  the 
rest  of  the  work,  all  the  quotations  in  the  speech  are  from  the 
Septuagint,  and  that  the  author  follows  that  version  even  when  it 
does  not  fairly  represent  the  original. 

A  minute  analysis  of  the  language  of  the  whole  episode  from 
vi.  9  to  the  end  of  the  seventh  chapter,  in  order  to  discover  what 
linguistic  analogy  it  bears  to  the  rest  of  the  Acts  and  to  the  third 
Synoptic,  leads  to  the  certain  conviction  that  the  speech  of  Stephen 
was  composed  by  the  author  of  the  rest  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles.*  It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  quote  some  remarks  of 
Lekebusch  at  the  close  of  an  examination  of  the  language  of  the 
Acts  in  general,  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
literary  characteristics  of  the  book,  which,  although  originally 
having  no  direct  reference  to  this  episode  in  particular,  may  well 
serve  to  illustrate  our  own  results  :  **  An  unprejudiced  critic  must 
have  acquired  the  conviction  from  the  foregoing  linguistic  exami- 
nation that  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles, 
and  partly  also  the  Gospel,  the  same  style  of  language  and  expres- 
sion generally  prevails,  and,  therefore,  that  our  book  is  an  original 
work,  independent  of  written  sources  on  the  whole,  and  proceeding 
from  a  single  pen.  For  when  the  same  expressions  are  everywhere 
found ;  when  a  long  row  of  words,  which  only  recur  in  the  Gospel 
and  Acts,  or  comparatively  only  very  seldom  in  other  works  of  the 
New  Testament,  appear  equally  in  all  parts ;  when  certain  forms  of 

'  This  analysis  will  be  found  in  the  complete  edition  1879,  vol.  iii.,  p.  164- 
175. 
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words,  peculiarities  of  word-order,  construction  of  phraseology, 
indeed  even  whole  sentences,  recur  in  different  sections,  a  com- 
pilation out  of  documents  by  different  earlier  writers  can  no  longer 
be  thought  of,  and  it  is  *  beyond  doubt  that  we  have  to  consider 
our  writing  as  the  work  of  a  single  author,  who  has  impressed 
upon  it  the  stamp  of  a  distinct  literary  style '  (Zeller,  TheoL  Jahrb.y 
185 1,  p.  107).  The  use  of  written  sources  is  certainly  not  directly 
excluded  by  this,  and  probably  the  linguistic  peculiarities,  of  which 
some  of  course  exist  in  isolated  sections  of  our  work,  may  be 
referred  to  this.  But  as  these  peculiarities  consist  chiefly  of 
aTTo^  Xcyo/icva,  which  may  rather  be  ascribed  to  the  richness  of 
the  author^s  vocabulary  than  to  his  talent  for  compilation,  and  in 
comparison  with  the  great  majority  of  points  of  agreement  almost 
disappear,  we  must  from  the  first  be  prepossessed  against  the 
theory  that  our  author  made  use  of  written  sources,  and  only 
allow  ourselves  to  be  moved  to  such  a  conclusion  by  further 
distinct  phenomena  in  the  various  parts  of  our  book,  especially  as 
the  prologue  of  the  Gospel,  so  often  quoted  for  the  purpose,  does 
not  at  all  support  it.  But  in  any  case,  as  has  already  been 
remarked,  the  opinion  that  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  the  several 
parts  are  strung  together  almost  without  alteration,  is  quite 
irreconcilable  with  the  result  of  our  linguistic  examination.  Zeller 
rightly  says:  *Were  the  author  so  dependent  a  compiler,  the 
traces  of  such  a  proceeding  must  necessarily  become  apparent  in 
thorough  dissimilarity  of  language  and  expression.  And  this 
dissimilarity  would  be  all  the  greater  if  his  sources,  as  in  that  case 
we  could  scarcely  help  admitting,  belonged  to  widely  separated 
spheres  as  regards  language  and  mode  of  thought.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  would  be  altogether  inexplicable  that,  in  all  parts  of  the 
work,  the  same  favourite  expressions,  the  same  turns,  the  same 
peculiarities  of  vocabulary  and  syntax,  should  meet  us.  This 
phenomenon  only  becomes  conceivable  when  we  suppose  that 
the  contents  of  our  work  were  brought  into  their  present  form  by 
one  and  the  same  person,  and  that  the  work  as  it  lies  before  us 
was  not  merely  compiled  by  some  one,  but  was  also  composed  by 
him.'"' 

Should  an  attempt  be  made  to  argue  that,  even  if  it  be  conceded 
that  the  language  is  that  of  the  author  of  Acts,  the  sentiments  may 
be  those  actually  expressed  by  Stephen,  it  would  at  once  be 
obvious  that  such  an  explanation  is  not  only  purely  arbitrary  and 
incapable  of  proof,  but  opposed  to  the  facts  of  the  case.  It  is 
not  the  language  only  which  can  be  traced  to  the  author  of  the 
rest  of  the  Acts,  but,  as  we  have  shown,  the  whole  plan  of  the 
speech  is  the  same  as  that  of  others  in  different  parts  of  the  work. 

*  Lekebusch,  Die  Comp,  und  Entstek,  der  Apostelgesch,,  p.  79  f. 
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Stephen  speaks  exactly  as  Peter  does  before  him  and  Paul  at  a 
later  period.  There  is  just  that  amount  of  variety  which  a  writer 
of  not  unlimited  resources  can  introduce  to  express  the  views  of 
different  men  under  different  circumstances ;  but  there  is  so  much 
which  is  nevertheless  common  to  them  all  that  community  of 
authorship  cannot  be  denied.  On  the  other  hand,  the  improba- 
bilities of  the  narrative,  the  singular  fact  that  Stephen  is  not 
mentioned  by  the  Apostle  Paul,  and  the  peculiarities  which  may 
be  detected  in  the  speech  itself,  receive  their  very  simple  explana- 
tion when  linguistic  analysis  so  clearly  demonstrates  that  the 
speech  actually  ascribed  to  the  martyr  Stephen  is  nothing  more 
than  a  later  composition  put  into  his  mouth  by  the  author  of 
the  Acts. 
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CHAPTER    VI. 

THE    HISTORICAL   VALUE   OF   THE   WORK    (CONTINUED)  : 
PHILIP     AND     THE     EUNUCH.         PETER     AND     CORNELIUS. 

We  have  been  forced  to  enter  at  such  length  into  the  discussion  of 
the  speech  and  martyrdom  of  Stephen  that  we  cannot  afford  space 
to  do  more  than  merely  glance  at  the  proceedings  of  his  colleague 
Philip,  as  we  pass  on  to  more  important  points  in  the  work  before 
us.  The  author  states  that  a  great  persecution  broke  out  at  the 
time  of  Stephen's  death,  and  that  all  (Trai^Tcs)  the  community  of 
Jerusalem  were  scattered  abroad  "  except  the  Apostles  "  {Trkrjv  twv 
dTToo-ToXiov).  That  the  heads  of  the  Church,  who  were  well  known, 
should  remain  unmolested  in  Jerusalem,  whilst  the  whole  of  the 
less  kriown  members  of  the  community  were  persecuted  and  driven 
to  flight,  is  certainly  an  extraordinary  and  suspicious  statement. 
Even  Apologists  are  obliged  to  admit  that  the  account  of  the  dis- 
persion of  the  whole  Church  is  hyperbolic  ;  but  exaggeration  and 
myth  enter  so  largely  and  persistently  into  the  composition  of  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles  that  it  is  difficult,  after  any  attentive  scrutiny, 
seriously  to  treat  the  work  as  in  any  strict  sense  historical. 
It  has  been  conjectured  by  some  critics,  as  well  in  explanation  of 
this  statement  as  in  connection  with  theories  regarding  the  views 
of  Stephen,  that  the  persecution  in  question  was  limited  to  the 
Hellenistic  community  to  which  Stephen  belonged,  whilst  the 
Apostles  and  others,  who  were  known  as  faithful  observers  of  the 
law  and  of  the  temple  worship,*  were  not  regarded  as  heretics  by 
the  orthodox  Jews.  The  narrative  in  the  Acts  does  not  seem  to 
support  the  view  that  the  persecution  was  limited  to  the  Hellenists; 
but  beyond  the  fact  vouched  for  by  Paul,  that  about  this  time  there 
was  a  persecution,  we  have  no  data  whatever  regarding  that  event. 
Philip,  it  is  said,  went  down  to  the  city  of  Samaria,  and  "was 
preaching  the  Christ "'  to  them.  As  the  statement  that  "  the 
multitudes  with  one  accord  gave  heed  to  the  things  spoken  "  to 
them  by  Philip  is  ascribed  to  the  miracles  which  he  per- 
formed there,  we  are  unable  to  regard  the  narrative  as  historical, 
and  still  less  so  when  we  consider  the  supernatural  agency 
by  which  his  further  proceedings  are  directed  and  aided.  We 
need   only   remark    that    the    Samaritans,    although    only    partly 

*  iih  I,  II,  iv.  I,  V.  25.  '  viii.  5 ^K^pwrtrev  aiJrots  t6v  Xpiardv, 
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of  Jewish  origin,  and  rejecting  the  Jewish  Scriptures  with 
the  exception  of  the  Pentateuch,  worshipped  the  same  God 
as  the  Jews,  were  circumcised,  and  were  equally  prepared 
as  a  nation  to  accept  the  Messiah.  The  statement  that  the 
Apostles  Peter  and  John  went  to  Samaria,  in  order,  by  the  im- 
position of  hands,  to  bestow  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  the 
converts  baptised  by  Philip,  does  not  add  to  the  general  credibility 
of  the  histoiy.  As  Bleek'  has  well  remarked,  nothing  is  known  or 
said  as  to  whether  the  conversion  of  the  Samaritans  effected  any 
change  in  their  relations  towards  the  Jewish  people  and  the  temple 
in  Jerusalem.  The  mission  of  Philip  to  the  Samaritans,  as 
related  in  the  Acts,  cannot  in  any  case  be  considered  as  having 
an  important  bearing  on  the  question  before  us.  We  shall  not 
discuss  the  episode  of  Simon  at  all,  although,  in  the  opinion  of 
eminent  critics,  it  contains  much  that  is  suggestive  of  the  true 
character  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  An  "  Angel  of  the  Lord  " 
(ayycAos  Kvpiov)  speaks  to  Philip,  and  desires  him  to  go  to 
the  desert  way  from  Jerusalem  to  Gaza,^  where  the  Spirit  tells  him3 
to  draw  near  and  join  himself  to  the  chariot  of  a  man  of  Ethiopia 
who  had  come  to  worship  at  Jerusalem,  and  was  then  returning 
home.  Philip  runs  thither,  and,  hearing  him  read  Isaiah,  expounds 
the  passage  to  him,  and  at  his  own  request  the  Eunuch  is  at  once 
baptised.  "  And  when  they  came  up  out  of  the  water,  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  caught  away  (Tn^ci^/xa  Kvpiov  rjpTrao-e)  Philip,  and  the 
Eunuch  saw  him  no  more ;  for  he  went  on  his  way  rejoicing ;  but 
Philip  was  found  at  Azotus."* 

Attempts  have,  of  course,  been  made  to  explain  naturally 
the  supernatural  features  of  this  narrative.  Ewald,  who  is 
master  of  the  art  of  rationalistic  explanation,  says  with  regard 
to  the  order  given  by  the  angel :  "he  felt  impelled  as 
by  the  power  and  the  clear  voice  of  an  angel"  to  go  in  that 
direction;  and  the  final  miracle  is  disposed  of  by  a  contrast  of  the 
disinterestedness  of  Philip  with  the  conduct  of  Gehazi,  the  servant 
of  Elisha  :  it  was  the  desire  to  avoid  reward  "  which  led  him  all 
the  more  hurriedly  to  leave  his  new  convert";  "and  it  was  as 
though  the  Spirit  of  the  Ix)rd  himself  snatched  him  from  him 
another  way,"  etc.  "  From  Gaza  Philip  repaired  rapidly  northward 
to  Ashdod,  etc. "5  The  great  mass  of  critics  reject  such  evasions, 
and  recognise  that  the  author  relates  miraculous  occurrences.  The 
introduction  of  supernatural  agency  in  this  way,  however,  removes 
the  story  from  the  region  of  history.  Such  statements  are  antece- 
dently and,  indeed,  coming  from  an  unknown  writer  and  without 

'  Hebraerbr.^  i.,  p.  57,  anm.  72.  '  viii.  26.  3  v   29. 

*  V.  39  f.     Azotus  was  upwards  of  thirty  miles  off. 
5  Gesck.   V,  Isr.y  vi.  219,  220. 
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corroboration,  absolutely  incredible,  and  no  means  exist  of  ascer- 
taining what  original  tradition  may  have  assumed  this  mythical 
character.  Zeller  supposes  that  only  the  personality  and  nationality 
of  the  Eunuch  are  really  historical.^  All  that  need  here  be  added 
is,  that  the  great  majority  of  critics  agree  that  the  Ethiopian  was 
probably  at  least  a  Proselyte  of  the  Gate,  as  his  going  to  Jerusalem 
to  worship  seems  clearly  to  indicate."  In  any  case,  the  mythical 
elements  of  this  story,  as  well  as  the  insufficiency  of  the  details, 
deprive  the  narrative  of  historical  value. 3 

The  episodes  of  Stephen's  speech  and  martyrdom  and  the 
mission  of  Philip  are,  in  one  respect  especially,  unimportant  for  the 
inquiry  on  which  we  are  now  more  immediately  engaged.  They 
are  almost  completely  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  Acts; 
that  is  to  say,  no  reference  is  subsequently  made  to  them  as 
forming  any  precedent  for  the  guidance  of  the  Church  in  the 
burning  question  which  soon  arose  within  it.  Peter,  as  we  shall 
see,  when  called  upon  to  visit  and  baptise  Cornelius,  exhibits  no 
recollection  of  his  own  mission  to  the  Samaritans,  and  no 
knowledge  of  the  conversion  of  the  Ethiopian.  Moreover,  as 
Stephen  plays  so  small  a  part  in  the  history,  and  Philip  does  not 
reappear  upon  the  scene  after  this  short  episode,  no  opportunity  is 
afforded  of  comparing  one  part  of  their  history  with  the  rest.  In 
passing  on  to  the  account  of  the  baptism  of  Cornelius,  we  have  at 
least  the  advantage  of  contrasting  the  action  attributed  to  Peter 
with  his  conduct  on  earlier  and  later  occasions,  and  a  test  is  thus 
supplied  which  is  of  no  small  value  for  ascertaining  the  truth  of 
the  whole  representation.  To  this  narrative  we  must  now  address 
ourselves. 

As  an  introduction  to  the  important  events  at  Caesarea,  the 
author  of  the  Acts  relates  the  particulars  of  a  visit  which  Peter 
pays  to  Lydda  and  Joppa,  in  the  course  of  which  he  performs 
two  very  remarkable  miracles.  At  the  former  town  he  finds  a 
certain  man,  named  ^neas,  paralysed,  who  had  lain  on  a  bed  for 
eight  years.  Peter  said  to  him  :  "i^neas,  Jesus  the  Christ  healeth 
thee  :  arise  and  make  thy  bed."  And  he  rose  immediately. ■♦  As 
the  consequence  of  this  miracle,  the  writer  states  that  "  All  who 
dwelt  at  I^ydda  and  the  Sharon  saw  him,  who  turned  to  the 
Lord."5    The  exaggeration  of  such  a  statement  is  too  palpable  to 

*  Die  AposUlgesck.^  p.  176.     Cf.  Holtzmann,  Bunsetis  Biblework^  viii.  339. 
"  Some  critics  doubt  whether  the  term  eiJyoOxos  does  not  indicate  merely 

an  official  position.  Zeller,  Apg.^  p.  176,  anm.  i  ;  Milman,  Hist,  of  Chr.^ 
i.,  p,  367,  note.     Humphrey  maintains  that  it  does  so  here,  Acts,  p.  76. 

3  viii.  37  of  the  authorised  version,  which  is  omitted  by  Codices  A,  B,  C,  H, 
^,  and  many  others,  and  of  course  omitted  as  spurious  by  most  editors,  is  an 
example  of  the  way  in  which  dogmas  become  antedated. 

*  ix.  33,  34.  5  ix.  35. 
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require  argument.  The  effect  produced  by  the  supposed 
miracle  is  almost  as  incredible  as  the  miracle  itself,  and  the 
account  altogether  has  little  claim  to  the  character  of  sober 
history. 

This  mighty  work  is  altogether  eclipsed  by  a  miracle  which 
Peter  performs  about  the  same  time  at  Joppa.  A  certain 
woman,  a  disciple,  named  Tabitha,  who  was  "  full  of  good  works," 
fell  sick  in  those  days  and  died,  and  when  they  washed  her  they 
laid  her  in  an  upper  chamber,  and  sent  to  Peter  at  Lydda, 
beseeching  him  to  come  to  them  without  delay.  When  Peter 
arrived  they  took  him  into  the  upper  chamber,  where  all  the 
widows  stood  weeping,  and  showed  coats  and  garments  which 
Dorcas  used  to  make  while  she  was  with  them.  "  But  Peter  put 
put  them  all  out,  and  kneeled  down  and  prayed  ;  and,  turning  to 
the  body,  said :  Tabitha,  arise.  And  she  opened  her  eyes,  and 
when  she  saw  Peter  she  sat  up.  And  he  gave  her  his  hand,  and 
raised  her  up,  and  when  he  called  the  saints  and  the  widows  he 
presented  her  alive."  Apparently,  the  raising  of  the  dead  did  not 
produce  as  much  effect  as  the  cure  of  the  paralytic,  for  the  writer 
only  adds  here:  "And  it  was  known  throughout  all  Joppa;  and 
many  believed  in  the  Lord."'  We  shall  hereafter  have  to  speak  of 
the  perfect  calmness  and  absence  of  surprise  with  which  these 
early  writers  relate  the  most  astonishing  miracles.  It  is  evident 
from  the  manner  in  which  this  story  is  narrated  that  the  miracle 
was  anticipated.  The  v^pi^v  in  which  the  body  is  laid  cannot 
have  been  the  room  generally  used  for  that  purpose,  but  is  prob- 
ably the  single  upper  chamber  of  such  a  house  which  the  author 
represents  as  specially  adopted  in  anticiimtion  of  Peter's  arrival. 
The  widows  who  stand  by  weeping  and  showing  the  garments 
made  by  the  deceased  complete  the  preparation.  As  Peter  is  sent 
for  after  Dorcas  had  died,  it  would  seem  as  though  the  writer 
intimated  that  her  friends  expected  him  to  raise  her  from  the  dead. 
The  explanation  of  this  singular  phenomenon,  however,  becomes 
clear  when  it  is  remarked  that  the  account  of  this  great  miracle  is 
closely  traced  from  that  of  the  raising  of  Jairus'  daughter  in  the 
Synoptics,  ="  and  more  especially  in  the  second  Gospel.  In  that 
instance  Jesus  is  sent  for ;  and,  on  coming  to  the  house,  he  finds 
people  "  weeping  and  wailing  greatly."  He  puts  them  all  forth, 
like  Peter ;  and,  taking  the  child  by  the  hand,  says  to  her : 
"  *  Talitha  koum,'  which  is,  being  interpreted.  Maiden,  I  say  unto 
thee,  arise.      And  immediately  the  maiden  arose  and  walked. "3 

'  ix.  36-42. 

^  Matt.   ix.   18,   19,  23-25;    Mark  v.   22,  23,  35-42;    Luke  viii.   41,  42, 
49-56. 
3  Mark  v.  38-42. 
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Baur  and  others'  conjecture  that  even  the  name  "  Tabitha,  which 
by  interpretation  is  called  Dorcas,"  was  suggested  by  the  words 
TaXt^a  Kovfiy  above  quoted.  The  Hebrew  original  of  TajSt^a 
signifies  "Gazelle,"  and  they  contend  that  it  was  used,  like 
TaXi^a,  in  the  sense  generally  of:  Maiden."  These  two  astonish- 
ing miracles,  reported  by  an  unknown  writer,  and  without  any 
corroboration,  are  absolutely  incredible,  and  cannot  prepossess 
any  reasonable  mind  with  confidence  in  the  narrative  to  which 
they  form  an  introduction ;  and  the  natural  distrust  which  they 
awaken  is  fully  confirmed  when  we  find  supernatural  agency 
employed  at  every  stage  of  the  following  history. 

We  are  told^  that  a  certain  devout  centurion,  named  Cornelius, 
"  saw  in  a  vision  plainly "  (ctScv  €v  opdfmri,  iftavepm)  an  angel  of 
God,  who  said  to  him  :  "  Thy  prayers  and  thine  alms  are  come  up 
for  a  memorial  before  God.  And  now  send  men  to  Joppa,  and 
call  for  one  Simon,  who  is  sumamed  Peter,  whose  house  is  by  the 
seaside."  After  giving  these  minute  directions,  the  angel  departed, 
and  Cornelius  sent  three  messengers  to  Joppa.  Just  as  they 
approached  the  end  of  their  journey  on  the  morrow,  Peter  went 
up  to  the  housetop  to  pray  about  the  sixth  hour,  the  usual  time  of 
prayer  among  the  Jews.  He  became  very  hungry,  and  while  his 
meal  was  being  prepared  he  fell  into  a  trance  and  saw  heaven 
opened,  and  a  certain  vessel  descending  as  it  had  been  a  great 
sheet  let  down  by  four  comers,  in  which  were  all  four-footed 
beasts  and  creeping  things  of  the  earth  and  birds  of  the  air. 
"And  there  came  a  voice  to  him  :  Rise,  Peter ;  kill  and  eat.     But 


^  In  Mark.  v.  41,  TaXM  kovjh,  S  e<XTiv  fJLedepfxrjvevdfxcvov  rb  Kopdaiov 

Acts  ix.  36,  TapiSd,  1j  SiepfjLrjvcvofjLeyrj  Xeyerai  AopKds. 
*  The  leading  peculiarities  of  the  two  accounts  may  be  contrasted  thus  : — 


In 


Acts    ix.     36 Tty     Ijp    fiadriTpia 

difdfuiTt  Ta^iBdf   ^    Siepfxij^evofACfri 

Xcyerai  Aopxdi.     38 axovcrayref 

Sti  n.  iffrly  iv  avrj  (\vdd. ),  dir€<XT€i\a¥ 
dvo  dv8pas  Tpbi  avrby  irapaKa- 
XovPT€r    M^)    6KPT^<n}i    8ic\$€i¥    Iwy 

ijfjuap.         39 Ta<rac      al     XVfX"'^ 

KXalovffai   Kal 40.     (K^aXci)p 

di    H^ta    TdvTas   6   II Kal     iiri- 

(TTpi^ai  trpht  rb  crw/ta  eZirci''  Ta- 
^lOd  dvd(TT7iei.  ii  8i....^....dP€- 
KdBtffcp,  41.  5oi>t  Si  avT^  X**/><* 
dvearriirev  avrriw. 


Luke  viii.  41.    koI    l8oi>    dv^p 

irapeKdXei  avrbw  elirtXOeTp  els  rbp 
oIkop  auTov.     52.  ^xXaiop  Bi  TdPTcs 

Kal 54.  avrbs  di  CKfiaXuip  Trdpras 

^^w*,   Kal   Kparriffas  r^s  X^^P^^  avTijs, 
^(pu)Pifj(T€P  X^ytap'  'H  TaZy,  iyelpov,     55. 

Kal    €T€<rTp€\f/€P    t6    TTPeVfia    aU7^5, 

Kal  dpciTTTi  iraoaxpfif*'CL' 

Mark    v.    40 avrbi   8i   iKfia- 

Xu)P    TaPTai cUnropevfrai 41. 

Kal  KpaTT^ffas  TTjs  x^^P^^  "^^^^   xatd/ov 
X^7et   aJr^,    TaXt^d  /cov/i,    6  i<mp 

tl€$€pll7IP€v6fJi.€POP'        Tb        KOpdaiOPf 

ffol    XiyWf    iyeipe.      42.     koX    evOetas 
dpcffTf}  rb  Kop.     K.  T.  X. 


*  Although  this  is  the  reading  of  the  Cod.  A  (and  C,  except  the  f^uj)  and 
others,  it  is  omitted  by  other  ancient  MSS. 

3    X.    I  f. 
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Peter  said  :  Not  so,  Lord ;  for  I  never  ate  anything  common  or 
unclean.  And  the  voice  came  unto  him  again  a  second  time  : 
What  God  cleansed  call  not  thou  common.  This  was  done  thrice; 
and  straightway  the  vessel  was  taken  up  into  heaven."  While 
Peter  "was  doubting  in  himself"  what  the  vision  which  he  had 
seen  meant,  the  men  sent  by  Cornelius  arrived,  and  "  the  Spirit 
said  unto  him  :  Behold  men  are  seeking  thee ;  but  arise  and  get 
thee  down  and  go  with  them  doubting  nothing,  for  I  have  sent 
them."  Peter  went  with  them  on  the  morrow,  accompanied  by 
some  of  the  brethren,  and  Cornelius  was  waiting  for  them  with  his 
kinsmen  and  near  friends  whom  he  had  called  together  for  the 
purpose.  "  And  as  Peter  was  coming  in,  Cornelius  met  him,  and 
fell  at  his  feet  and  worshipped.  But  Peter  took  him  up,  saying : 
Arise ;  I  myself  also  am  a  man."'  Going  in,  he  finds  many 
persons  assembled,  to  whom  he  said  :  "  Ye  know  how  it  is  an 
unlawful  thing  for  a  man  that  is  a  Jew  to  keep  company  with  or 
come  unto  one  of  another  nation ;  and  yet  God  showed  me  that 
I  should  not  call  any  man  common  or  unclean.  Therefore,  also 
I  came  without  gainsaying  when  sent  for.  I  ask,  therefore,  for 
what  reason  ye  sent  for  me  ?"  Cornelius  narrates  the  particulars 
of  his  vision,  and  continues :  "  Now,  therefore,  we  are  all  present 
before  God  to  hear  all  the  things  that  have  been  commanded  thee 
of  the  Lord.  Then  Peter  opened  his  mouth  and  said  :  Of  a  truth 
I  perceive  that  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  but  in  every  nation 
he  that  feareth  him  and  worketh  righteousness  is  acceptable  to 
him,"  and  so  on.  While  Peter  is  speaking,  "  the  Holy  Spirit  fell 
on  all  those  who  heard  the  word.  And  they  of  the  circumcision 
who  believed  were  astonished,  as  many  as  came  with  Peter, 
because  that  on  the  Gentiles  also  has  been  poured  out  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Spirit;  for  they  heard  them  speak  with  tongues  and 
magnify  God.  Then  answered  Peter:  Can  anyone  forbid  the 
water  that  these  should  not  be  baptised,  which  have  received  the 
Holy  Spirit  as  well  as  we  ?  And  he  commanded  them  to  be  bap- 
tised in  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

We  shall  not  waste  time  discussing  the  endeavours  of  Kuinoel, 
Neander,  Lange,  Ewald,  and  others,  to  explain  away  as  much  as 
possible  the  supernatural  elements  of  this  narrative,  for  their 
attempts  are  repudiated  by  most  Apologists,  and  the  miraculous 
phenomena  are  too  clearly  described  and  too  closely  connected 
with  the  course  of  the  story  to  be  either  ignored  or  eliminated. 
Can  such  a  narrative,  heralded  by  such  miracles  as  the  instan- 
taneous cure  of  the  paralytic  ^neas,  and  the  raising  from  the  dead 
of  the  maiden  Dorcas,  be  regarded  as  sober  history  ?  Of  course, 
many  maintain  that  it  can,  and  comparatively  few  have  declared 


'  X,  26 ;  cf.  xiv.  14,  15. 
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themselves  against  this.  We  have,  however,  merely  the  narrative 
of  an  unknown  author  to  set  against  unvai7ing  experience,  and  that 
cannot  much  avail.  We  must  now  endeavour  to  discover  how  far 
this  episode  is  consistent  with  the  rest  of  the  facts  narrated  in  this 
book  itself,  and-  with  such  trustworthy  evidence  as  we  can  else- 
where bring  to  bear  upon  it.  We  have  already  in  an  earlier  part 
of  our  inquiry  pointed  out  that,  in  the  process  of  exhibiting  a 
general  parallelism  between  the  Apostles  Peter  and  Paul,  a  very 
close  pendant  to  this  narrative  has  been  introduced  by  the  author 
into  the  history  of  Paul.  In  the  story  of  the  conversion  of  Paul, 
the  Apostle  has  his  vision  on  the  way  to  Damascus,^  and  about  the 
same  time  the  Lord  in  a  vision  desires  Ananias  ("a  devout  man, 
according  to  the  law,  having  a  good  report  of  all  the  Jews  that 
dwell "  in  Damascus),^  "  arise,  and  go  to  the  street  which  is  called 
Straight,  and  inquire  in  the  house  of  Judas  for  one  named  Saul 
of  Tarsus;  for  behold  he  prayeth,  and  saw  in  a  vision  a  man 
named  Ananias  coming  in  and  putting  his  hand  on  him  that  he 
might  receive  sight."  On  this  occasion  also  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  conferred,  and  Saul  is  baptised. 3  Whilst  such  miraculous 
agency  is  so  rare  elsewhere,  it  is  so  common  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles  that  the  employment  of  visions  and  of  angels,  under 
every  circumstance,  is  one  of  the  characteristics  of  the  author,  and 
may  therefore  be  set  down  to  his  own  imagination. 

No  one  who  examines  this  episode  of  Cornelius  attentively,  we 
think,  can  doubt  that  the  narrative  before  us  is  composed  in  apolo- 
getic interest,  and  is  designed  to  have  a  special  bearing  upon  the 
problem  as  to  the  relation  of  the  Pauline  Gospel  to  the  preaching 
of  the  Twelve.  Baur*  has  acutely  pointed  out  the  significance  of 
the  very  place  assigned  to  it  in  the  general  history,  and  its  inser- 
tion immediately  after  the  conversion  of  Paul,  and  before  the 
commencement  of  his  ministry,  as  a  legitimation  of  his  Apostle- 
ship  of  the  Gentiles.  One  point  stands  clearly  out  of  the  strange 
medley  of  Jewish  prejudice.  Christian  liberalism,  and  supernatural 
interference  which  constitute  the  elements  of  the  story  :  the  actual 
conviction  of  Peter  regarding  the  relation  of  the  Jew  to  the 
Gentile,  that  the  Gospel  is  addressed  to  the  former  and  that  the 
Gentile  is  excluded,  which  has  to  be  removed  by  a  direct  super- 
natural revelation  from  heaven.  The  author  recognises  that  this 
was  the  general  view  of  the  primitive  Church,  and  this  is  the 
only  particular  in  which  we  can  perceive  historical  truth  in  the 
narrative.  The  complicated  machinery  of  visions  and  angelic 
messengers  is  used  to  justify  the  abandonment  of  Jewish  restric- 

'  ix.  3  f.  »  xxii.  12;  cf.  X.  I  f.,  22.  3  ix.  10-18. 

•♦  Baur,  PauluSy  i.,  p.  90;  Schneckenburger,  Zweck  d,  Apostel^sch.  ^ 
p.  170  f. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


68o  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 


tions,  which  was  preached  by  Paul  amidst  so  much  virulent 
opposition.  Peter  anticipates  and  justifies  Paul  in  his  ministry  of 
the  uncircumcision,  and  the  overthrow  of  Mosaic  barriers  has  the 
sanction  and  seal  of  a  divine  command.  We  have  to  see  whether 
the  history  itself  does  not  betray  its  mythical  charkcter,  not  only  in 
its  supernatural  elements,  but  in  its  inconsistency  with  other 
known  or  narrated  incidents  in  the  Apostolical  narrative. 

There  has  been  much  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
centurion  Cornelius  had  joined  himself  in  any  recognised  degree 
to  the  Jewish  religion  before  this  incident,  and  a  majority  of  critics 
maintain  that  he  is  represented  as  a  Proselyte  of  the  Gate.  The 
terms  in  which  he  is  described,  x.  2,  as  cixre/?^?  Kal  <l>ol3ovfi€vo^ 
rhv  6€6v,  certainly  seem  to  indicate  this,  and  probably  the  point 
would  not  have  been  questioned  but  for  the  fact  that  the  writer 
evidently  intends  to  deal  with  the  subject  of  Gentile  conversion, 
with  which  the  representation  that  Cornelius  was  already  a 
proselyte  would  somewhat  clash.  Whether  a  proselyte  or  not, 
the  Roman  centurion  is  said  to  be  "  devout  and  fearing  God  with 
all  his  house,  giving  much  alms  to  the  people,  and  praying  to 
God  always  'V  ^^^  probably  the  ambiguity  as  to  whether  he  had 
actually  become  affiliated  in  any  way  to  Mosaism  is  intentional. 
When  Peter,  however,  with  his  scruples  removed  by  the  super- 
natural communication  with  which  he  had  just  been  favoured, 
indicates  their  previous  strength  by  the  statement :  "  Ye  know  how 
it  is  an  unlawful  thing  for  a  man  that  is  a  Jew  to  keep  company 
with  or  come  unto  one  of  another  nation,"''  the  author  e\ndently 
oversteps  the  mark,  and  betrays  the  unhistorical  nature  of  the 
narrative ;  for  such  an  affirmation  not  only  could  not  have  been 
made  by  Peter,  but  could  only  have  been  advanced  by  a  writer 
who  was  himself  a  Gentile,  and  writing  at  a  distance  from  the 
events  described.  There  is  no  injunction  of  the  Mosaic  law 
declaring  such  intercourse  unlawful, 3  nor  indeed  is  such  a  rule 
elsewhere  heard  of,  and  even  Apologists  who  refer  to  the  point 
have  no  show  of  authority  by  which  to  support  such  a  statement 
Not  only  was  there  no  legal  prohibition,  but  it  is  impossible  to 
conceive  that  there  was  any  such  exclusiveness  practised  by 
traditional  injunction.-*  As  de  Wette  appropriately  remarks, 
moreover,  even  if  such  a  prohibition  existed  as  regards  idolaters, 
it  would  still  be  inconceivable  how  it  could  apply  to  Cornelius, 

*  X.  2,  cf.  22.  =  X.  28. 

3  Davidson,  /n/.  N.  T.y  ii.,  p.  242  ;  Overbeck,  zu  de  Wette^  ^pg-^  P»  '59; 
de  Wette,  Apg.,  p.  158 ;  Zeller,  Apg.,  p.  187. 

*  De  Wette  quotes  against  it  Schemoth  Rabba^  §  19  f.,  118.  3.  ad  Exod. 
xii.  2  :  ''''Hoc  idem  est,  quod  script  urn  dicit  Jes.  tvi.  j:  Et  non  dicet  Jilius 
advena,  qui  adhcesit  DomitiOy  dicendo:  sepuf-ando  separavit  me  Dominus  a 
populo  siio^'*  {Aposteigesch..,  p.  158).  i 
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"  a  righteous  man  and  fearing  God,  and  of  good  report  among 
all  the  nation  of  the  Jews."'  It  is  also  inconsistent  with  the  zeal 
for  proselytism  displayed  by  the  Pharisees,'  the  strictest  sect  of 
the  Jews ;  and  the  account  given  by  Josephus  of  the  conversion 
of  Izates  of  Adiabene  is  totally  against  it. 3 

There  is  a  slight  trait  which,  added  to  others,  tends  to' 
complete  the  demonstration  of  the  unhistorical  character  of 
this  representation.  Peter  is  said  to  have  lived  many  days 
in  Joppa  with  one  Simon,  a  tanner,  and  it  is  in  his  house 
that  the  messengers  of  Cornelius  find  him.**  Now,  the  tanner's 
trade  was  considered  impure  amongst  the  Jews,5  and  it  was 
almost  pollution  to  live  in  Simon's  house.  It  is  argued  by 
some  commentators  that  the  fact  that  Peter  lodged  there  is 
mentioned  to  show  that  he  had  already  emancipated  himself  from 
Jewish  prejudices.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  strangely  incon- 
sistent that  a  Jew  who  has  no  objection  to  live  with  a  tanner 
should,  at  the  same  time,  consider  it  unlawful  to  hold  intercourse 
of  any  kind  with  a  pious  Gentile,  who,  if  not  actually  a  Proselyte 
of  the  Gate,  had  every  qualification  for  becoming  one.  This 
indifference  to  the  unclean  and  polluting  trade  of  the  tanner, 
moreover,  is  inconsistent  with  the  reply  which  Peter  gives  to  the 
voice  which  bids  him  slay  and  eat:  "Not  so,  Lord,  for  I  never 
ate  anything  common  or  unclean."  No  doubt  the  intercourse  to 
which  Peter  refers  indicates,  or  at  least  includes,  eating  and 
drinking  with  one  of  another  country,  and  this  alone  could  present 
any  intelligible  difficulty,  for  the  mere  transaction  of  business  or 
conversation  with  strangers  must  have  been  daily  necessary  to  the 
Jews.  It  must  be  remarked,  however,  that,  when  Peter  makes 
the  statement  which  we  are  discussing,  nothing  whatever  is  said 
of  eating  with  the  Centurion  or  sitting  with  him  at  table.  This 
leads  to  a  striking  train  of  reflection  upon  the  whole  episode. 

It  is  a  curious  thing  that  the  supernatural  vision,  which  is  designed 
to  inform  Peter  and  the  Apostles  that  the  Gentiles  might  be 
received  into  the  Church,  should  take  the  form  of  a  mere  intima- 
tion that  the  distinction  of  clean  and  unclean  animals  was  no 
longer  binding,  and  that  he  might  indifferently  kill  and  eat.  One 
might  have  thought  that,  on  the  supposition  that  Heaven  desired 
to  give  Peter  and  the  Church  a  command  to  admit  the  Gentiles 
unconditionally  to  the  benefits  of  the  Gospel,  this  would  be  simply 
and  clearly  stated.  This  was  not  done  at  all,  and  the  intimation 
by  which  Peter  supposes  himself  justified  in  considering  it  lawful 

'  X.  22  ;  de  Wette,  Apg.,  p.  1 58.  »  Matt,  xxiii.  15. 

"^  Antiq,^  XX.  2,  3.  ^  ix.  43,  x.  6. 

5  Schocttgen,  Hone  Ilebr.,  p.  447  ;  Alford,  Greek  Test.^  ii.,  p.  109; 
Ilackett,  Acts^  p.  144;  Meyer,  Apg.^  p.  235;  Renan,  Les  Apdires^  p.  199; 
de  Wette,  Apg,^  p.  150;  Wordsworth,  Greek  Test.,  Acts,  p.  88. 
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to  go  to  Cornelius  is,  in  the  first  place,  merely  on  the  subject  of 
animals  defined  as  clean  and  unclean.  Doubtless  the  prohibition 
as  to  certain  meats  might  tend  to  continue  the  separation  between 
Jew  and  Gentile,  and  the  disregard  of  such  distinctions  of  course 
promoted  general  intercourse  with  strangers ;  but  this  by  no 
means  explains  why  the  abrogation  of  this  distinction  is  made  the 
intimation  to  receive  Gentiles  into  the  Church.  When  Peter 
returns  to  Jerusalem  we  are  told  that  "  they  of  the  circumcision  " 
— that  is  to  say,  the  whole  Church  there,  since  at  that  period  all 
were  "  of  the  circumcision,"  and  this  phrase  further  indicates  that 
the  writer  has  no  historical  standpoint — contended  with  him. 
The  subject  of  the  contention,  we  might  suppose,  was  the  baptism 
of  Gentiles ;  but  not  so :  the  charge  brought  against  him  was  : 
"Thou  wentest  in  to  men  uncircumcised,  and  didst  eat  with 
them."'  The  subject  of  Paul's  dispute  with  Peter  at  Antioch 
simply  was  that,  "  before  that  certain  came  from  James,  he  did 
eat  with  the  Gentiles ;  but  when  they  came  he  withdrew,  fearing 
them  of  the  circumcision.""  That  the  whole  of  these  passages 
should  turn  merely  on  the  fact  of  eating  with  men  who  were 
uncircumcised  is  very  suggestive,  and  as  the  Church  at  Jerusalem 
make  no  allusion  to  the  baptism  of  uncircumcised  Gentiles,  it 
would  lead  to  the  inference  that  nothing  was  known  of  such  an 
event,  and  that  the  circumstance  was  simply  added  to  some  other 
narrative ;  and  this  is  rendered  all  the  more  probable  by  the  fact 
that,  in  the  affair  at  Antioch  as  well  as  throughout  the  Epistle  to 
the  Galatians,  Peter  is  very  far  from  acting  as  one  who  had  been 
the  first  to  receive  uncircumcised  Gentiles  freely  into  the  Church. 

It  is  usually  asserted  that  the  vision  of  Peter  abrogated  the 
distinction  of  clean  and  unclean  animals  so  long  existing  in  the 
Mosaic  Law,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  any  subsequent  gradual 
abandonment  of  the  rule  was  ascribed  to  such  a  command ;  and  it 
is  remarkable  that  Peter  himself  not  only  does  not,  as  we  shall 
presently  see,  refer  to  this  vision  as  authority  for  disregarding  the 
distinction  of  clean  and  unclean  meats,  and  for  otherwise  consider- 
ing nothing  common  or  unclean,  but  acts  as  if  such  a  vision  had 
never  taken  place.  The  famous  decree  of  the  Council  of  Jerusalem, 
moreover,  makes  no  allusion  to  any  modification  of  the  Mosaic 
law  in  the  case  of  Jewish  Christians,  whatever  relaxation  it  may 
seem  to  grant  to  Gentile  converts,  and  there  is  no  external  evidence 
of  any  kind  that  so  important  an  abolition  of  ancient  legal 
prescriptions  was  thus  introduced  into  Christendom. 

We  have,  however,  fortunately  one  test  of  the  historical  value  of 
this  whole  episode,  to  which  we  have  already  briefly  referred,  but 
which  we  must  now  more  closely  apply.     Paul  himself,  in  his 

'  xi.  3.  »  Gal.  ii.  12. 
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Epistle  to  the  Galatians,  narrates  the  particulars  of  a  scene  between 
himself  and  Peter  at  Antioch,  of  which  no  mention  is  made  in  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,  and  we  think  that  no  one  Can  fairly  consider 
that  episode  without  being  convinced  that  it  is  utterly  irreconcil- 
able with  the  supposition  that  the  vision  which  we  are  now  examin- 
ing can  ever  have  appeared  to  Peter,  or  that  he  can  have  played 
the  part  attributed  to  him  in  the  conversion  and  baptism  of  un- 
circumcised  Gentiles.  Paul  writes  :  "  But  when  Cephas  came  to 
Antioch,  I  withstood  him  to  the  face,  because  he  was  condemned. 
For  before  that  certain  came  from  James,  he  did  eat  with  the 
Gentiles,  and  when  they  came  he  withdrew  and  separated  himself, 
fearing  them  of  the  circumcision  ;  and  the  other  Jews  also  joined 
in  his  hypocrisy.""  It  will  be  remembered  that,  in  the  case  of 
Cornelius,  "  they  of  the  circumcision  "  in  Jerusalem,  at  the  head 
of  whom  was  James,  from  whom  came  those  "of  the  circumcision" 
of  whom  Peter  was  afraid  at  Antioch,  contended  with  Peter  for 
going  in  "to  men  uncircumcised  and  eating  with  them,"^  the  very 
thing  which  was  in  question  at  Antioch.  In  the  Acts,  Peter  is 
represented  as  defending  his  conduct  by  relating  the  divine  vision 
under  the  guidance  of  which  he  acted,  and  the  author  states  as  the 
result  that  "  When  they  heard  these  things  they  held  their  peace 
and  glorified  God,  saying  :  Then  to  the  Gentiles  also  God  gave 
repentance  unto  life."3  This  is  the  representation  of  the  author 
of  the  vision  and  of  the  conversion  of  Cornelius,  but  very  different 
is  Peter's  conduct  as  described  by  the  Apostle  Paul,  very  dis- 
similar the  phenomena  presented  by  a  narrative  upon  which  we 
can  rely.  The  "  certain  who  came  from  James  "  can  never  have 
heard  of  the  direct  communication  from  Heaven  which  justified 
Peter's  conduct,  and  can  never  have  glorified  God  in  the  manner 
described,  or  Peter  could  not  have  had  any  reason  to  fear  them ; 
for  a  mere  reference  to  his  vision,  and  to  the  sanction  of  the 
Church  of  Jerusalem,  must  have  been  sufficient  to  reconcile  them 
to  his  freedom.  Then,  is  it  conceivable  that  after  such  a  vision, 
and  after  being  taught  by  God  himself  not  to  call  any  man  or 
thing  common  or  unclean,  Peter  could  have  acted  as  he  did  for 
fear  of  them  of  the  circumcision  ?  His  conduct  is  convincing 
evidence  that  he  knew  as  little  of  any  such  vision  as  those  who 
came  from  James.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we  require  further  proof 
it  is  furnished  by  the  Apostle  Paul  himself.  Is  it  conceivable  tliat, 
if  such  an  episode  had  ever  really  occurred,  the  Apostle  Paul 
would  not  have  referred  to  it  upon  this  occasion  ?  What  more 
appropriate  argument  could  he  have  used,  what  more  legitimate 
rebuke  could  he  have  administered,  than  merely  to  have  reminded 
Peter  of  his  own  vision  ?     He  both  rebukes  him  and  argues,  but 

*  Gal.  ii.  11-13.  *  Acts  xi.  2,  3.  3  /^.,  xL  18. 
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his  rebuke  and  his  argument  have  quite  a  different  complexion ; 
and  we  confidently  affirm  that  no  one  can  read  that  portion  of  the 
Epistle  to  the  Galatians  without  feeling  certain  that,  had  the  writer 
been  aware  of  such  a  divine  communication — and  we  think  it  must 
be  conceded  without  question  that,  if  it  had  taken  place,  he  must 
have  been  aware  of  it' — he  would  have  referred  to  so  direct  and 
important  an  authority.  Neither  here  nor  in  the  numerous  places 
where  such  an  argument  would  have  been  so  useful  to  the  Apostle 
does  Paul  betray  the  slightest  knowledge  of  the  episode  of 
Cornelius.  The  historic  occurrence  at  Antioch,  so  completely 
ignored  by  the  author  of  the  Acts,  totally  excludes  the  mythical 
story  of  Cornelius. 

There  are  merely  one  or  two  other  points  in  connection  with  the 
episode   to   which   we   must   call  attention.      In  his  address  to 
Cornelius,  Peter  says :  "  Of  a  truth  I  perceive  that  God  is  no 
respecter    of     persons "    (ouk     cotlv    Tr/KxrawroXiyftTr'n/s    o     Oeos). 
Now  this  is  not  only  a  thoroughly  Pauline  sentiment,  but  Paul  has 
more   than   once    made   use   of  precisely   the   same   expression. 
Rom.  ii.  1 1  :    "  For  there  is  no  respect  of  persons  with    God " 
(^ov     yap     k(Triv     irpoo'uyrrokrjij.xf/ia     TrapoL    T(J)     ^€(p)  ;     and,    again. 
Gal.    ii.    6 :    "  God    respecteth    no     man's    person "    {wpoa-mrov 
6   ^c6s  dvOpwjTov  ov  Xap.pdvu).''    The  author  of  the   Acts   was 
certainly    acquainted  with   the   Epistles   of   Paul,  and   the    very 
manner  in  which  he  represents  Peter  as  employing  this  expression 
betrays  the  application  of  a  sentiment  previously  in  his  mind,  "  Of 
a  truth  I  perceive,"  etc.      The  circumstance  confirms  what  Paul 
had   already   said. 3     Then,    in   the   defence   of  his   conduct  at 
Jerusalem,  Peter  is  represented  as  saying :  "  And  I  remembered 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  how  he  said,  John  indeed  baptised  with 
water,  but  ye  shall    be  baptised  with  the  Holy  Spirit."**      Now 
these  words  are  by  all  the  Gospels  put  into  the  mouth  of  John  the 
Baptist,  and  not  of  Jesus  ;5  but  the  author  of  the  Acts  seems  to  put 
them  into  the  mouth  of  Jesus  at  the  beginning  of  the  work,^  and 
their  repetition  here  is  only  an  additional  proof  of  the  fact  that  the 
episode  of  Cornelius,  as  it  stands  before  us,  is  not  historical,  but 
is  merely  his  own  composition. 

The  whole  of  this  narrative,  with  its  complicated  series  of 
miracles,  is  evidently  composed  to  legitimate  the  free  reception 
into  the  Christian  Church  of  Gentile  converts ;  and,  to  emphasize 

'  Indeed  the  reference  to  this  case,  supposed  to  be  made  by  Peter  himself,  in 
■  Paul's  presence,  excludes  the  idea  of  ignorance,  if  the  Acts  be  treated  as 
historical. 

^  Cf.  Ephes.  vi.  9,  Col.  iii.  25. 

3  Compare  further  x.  35  f.  with  Rom.  ii.  iii.,  etc.  The  sentiments  and  even 
the  words  are  Pauline.  ■*  xi.  16. 

5  Matt.  iii.  ii,  Mark  i.  8,  Luke  iii.  16,  John  i.  26,  33.  ^  i.  5. 
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the  importance  of  the  divine  ratification  of  their  admission,  Peter 
is  made  to  repeat  to  the  Church  of  Jerusalem  the  main  incidents 
which  had  just  been  fully  narrated.  On  the  one  hand,  the  previous 
Jewish  exclusiveness  both  of  Peter  and  of  the  Church  is  displayed 
first,  in  the  resistance  of  the  Apostle,  which  can  only  be  overcome 
by  the  vision  and  the  direct  order  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  by  the 
manifest  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  upon  the  Centurion  and  his 
household ;  and,  second,  in  the  contention  of  the  party  of  the  circum- 
cision, which  is  only  overcome  by  an  account  of  the  repeated  signs 
of  divine  purpose  and  approval.  The  universality  of  the  Gospel 
could  not  be  more  broadly  proclaimed  than  in  the  address  of  Peter 
to  Cornelius.  Not  the  Jews  alone,  "  but  in  every  nation,  he  that 
feareth  him  and  worketh  righteousness  is  acceptable  to  him." 
Pauline  principles  are  thus  anticipated,  and,  as  we  have  pointed 
out,  are  expressed  almost  in  the  words  of  the  Apostle  of  the 
Gentiles.  The  Jews  who  go  with  Peter  were  astonished  because 
that  on  the  Gentiles  also  had  been  poured  out  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  ;*  and  the  Church  of  Jerusalem,  on  hearing  of  these  things, 
glorified  God  that  repentance  unto  life  had  been  given  to  the 
Gentiles.  It  is  impossible  that  the  admission  of  the  Gentiles  to 
the  privileges  of  the  Church  could  be  more  prominently  signified 
than  by  this  episode,  introduced  by  prodigious  miracles  and 
effected  by  supernatural  machinery.  Where,  however,  are  the 
consequences  of  this  marvellous  recognition  of  the  Gentiles  ?  It 
does  not  in  the  slightest  degree  preclude  the  necessity  for  the 
Council,  which  we  shall  presently  consider ;  it  does  not  apparently 
exercise  any  influence  on  James  and  the  Church  of  Jerusalem ; 
Peter,  indeed,  refers  vaguely  to  it,  but  as  a  matter  out  of  date  and 
almost  forgotten ;  Paul,  in  all  his  disputes  with  the  emissaries  of 
the  Church  of  Jerusalem,  in  all  his  pleas  for  the  freedom  of  his 
Gentile  converts,  never  makes  the  slightest  allusion  to  it ;  it 
remains  elsewhere  unknown,  and,  so  far  as  any  evidence  goes, 
utterly  without  influence  upon  the  primitive  Church.  This  will 
presently  become  more  apparent ;  but  already  it  is  clear  enough  to 
those  who  will  exercise  calm  reason  that  it  is  impossible  to  consider 
this  narrative,  with  its  tissue  of  fruitless  miracles,  as  a  historical 
account  of  the  development  of  the  Church. 


'  X.  45  f. 
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THE    HISTORICAL    VALUK    OF   THE   WORK    (CONTINUED): 
PAUL   THE   APOSTLE   OF   THE   GENTILES 

We  have  now  arrived  at  the  point  in  our  examination  of  the  Acts 
in  which  we  have  the  inestimable  advantage  of  being  able  to 
compare  the  narrative  of  the  unknown  author  with  the  distinct 
statements  of  the  Apostle  Paul.  In  doing  so,  we  must  remember 
that  the  author  must  have  been  acquainted  with  the  Epistles 
which  are  now  before  us,  and,  supposing  it  to  be  his  purjx)se  to 
present  a  peculiar  view  of  the  transactions  in  question,  whether  for 
apologetic  or  for  conciliatory  reasons,  it  is  obvious  that  it  would  not 
be  reasonable  to  expect  divergencies  of  so  palpable  a  nature  that  any 
reader  of  the  letters  must  at  once  perceive  them.  When  the  Acts  were 
written,  it  is  true,  the  author  could  not  have  known  that  the  Epistles 
of  Paul  were  to  attain  the  high  canonical  position  which  they  now 
occupy,  and  might,  therefore,  use  his  materials  more  freely ;  still, 
it  would  be  natural  to  expect  a  certain  superficial  consistency. 
Unfortunately,  our  means  of  testing  the  statements  of  the  author 
are  not  so  minute  as  is  desirable,  although  they  are  often  of  much 
value ;  and,  seeing  the  great  facility  with  which,  by  apparently 
slight  alterations  and  omissions,  a  different  complexion  can  be 
given  to  circumstances  regarding  which  no  very  full  details  exist 
elsewhere,  we  must  be  prepared  to  seize  every  indication  which 
may  enable  us  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  the  nature  of  the  writing 
which  we  are  examining. 

In  the  first  two  chapters  of  his  Epistle  to  the  Galatians,  the 
Apostle  Paul  relates  particulars  regarding  some  important  epochs 
of  his  life,  which  likewise  enter  into  the  narrative  of  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles.  The  Apostle  gives  an  account  of  his  own  proceed- 
ings immediately  after  his  conversion,  and  of  the  visit  which  about 
that  time  he  paid  to  Jerusalem ;  and,  further,  of  a  second  visit  to 
Jerusalem  fourteen  years  later  ;  and  to  these  we  must  now  direct 
our  attention.  We  defer  consideration  of  the  narrative  of  the 
actual  conversion  of  Paul  for  the  present,  and  merely  intend  here 
to  discuss  the  movements  and  conduct  of  the  Apostle  immediately 
subsequent  to  that  event.  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  represent  Paul 
as  making  five  journeys  to  Jerusalem  subsequent  to  his  joining  the 
Christian  body.  The  first,  ix.  26  f.,  takes  place  immediately  after 
his  conversion ;  the  second,  xi.  30,  xii.  25,  is  upon  an  occasion 
when  the  Church  at  Antioch  are  represented  as  sending  relief  to 
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the  brethren  of  Judaea  by  the  hands  of  Barnabas  and  Saul,  during 
a  time  of  famine;  the  third  visit  to  Jerusalem,  xv.  i  f.,  Paul 
likewise  pays  in  company  with  Barnabas,  both  being  sent  by  the 
Church  of  Antioch  to  confer  with  the  Apostles  and  Elders  as  to 
the  necessity  of  circumcision,  and  the  obligation  of  Gentile 
converts  to  observe  the  Mosaic  law ;  the  fourth,  xviii.  2 1  f., 
when  he  goes  to  Ephesus  with  Priscilla  and  Aquilla,  "having 
shaved  his  head  in  Cenchrea,  for  he  had  a  vow ";  and  the  fifth 
and  last,  xxi.  15  f.,  when  the  disturbance  took  place  in  the  temple 
which  led  to  his  arrest  and  journey  to  Rome.  The  circumstances 
and  general  character  of  these  visits  to  Jerusalem,  and  more 
especially  of  that  on  which  the  momentous  conference  is  described 
as  having  taken  place,  are  stated  with  so  much  precision,  and  they 
present  features  of  such  marked  difference,  that  it  might  have  been 
supposed  there  could  not  have  been  any  difficulty  in  identifying 
with  certainty,  at  least,  the  visits  to  which  the  Apostle  refers  in  his 
letter,  more  especially  as  upon  both  occasions  he  mentions  impor- 
tant particulars  which  characterised  them.  It  is  a  remarkable 
fact,  however,  that  the  divergencies  between  the  statements  of 
the  unknown  author  and  the  Apostle  are  so  marked  that  upon 
no  point  has  there  been  more  decided  difference  of  opinion 
amongst  critics  and  divines  from  the  very  earliest  times.  Upon 
general  grounds,  we  have  already  seen,  there  has  been  good  reason 
to  doubt  the  historical  character  of  the  Acts.  Is  it  not  a  singularly 
suggestive  circumstance  that,  when  it  is  possible  to  compare  the 
authentic  representations  of  Paul  with  the  narrative  of  the  Acts,  even 
Apologists  perceive  so  much  opening  for  doubt  and  controversy  ? 

The  visit  described  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  the  Acts  is  generally 
identified  with  that  which  is  mentioned  in  the  first  chapter  of 
the  Epistle.  This  unanimity  arises  mainly  from  the  circum- 
stance that  both  writers  clearly  represent  that  visit  as  the  first 
which  Paul  paid  to  Jerusalem  after  his  conversion,  for  the  details 
of  the  two  narratives  are  anything  but  in  agreement  with 
each  other.  Although  critics  are  forced  to  agree  as  to  the 
bare  identity  of  the  visit,  this  harmony  is  immediately  disturbed 
on  examining  the  two  accounts,  and,  whilst  the  one  party  find  the 
statements  in  the  Acts  reconcilable  with  those  of  Paul,  a  large 
body  more  or  less  distinctly  declare  them  to  be  contradictory  and 
unhistorical.  In  order  that  the  question  at  issue  may  be  fairly  laid 
before  the  reader,  we  shall  give  the  two  accounts  in  parallel 
columns : — 


Acts  ix.  19  f. 

19.  And  he  was  certain  days 
{ijfUpat  Tivds)  with  the  disciples  in 
Damascus. 

20,  And  immediately  (cd^^wi)  was 


Ep.  to  Gal.  i.  15  f. 

15.  But  when  it  pleased  God 

16.  To  reveal  his  son  in  me,  that 
I  might  preach  him  among  the  Gen- 
tiles ; 
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Acts  ix.  19  f. 

preaching    Jesus  in .  the  synagogues, 
etc. 

21.  And  all  that  heard  him  were 
amazed,  saying,  etc. 

22.  But  Saul  was  increasing  in 
strength  more  and  more,  and  con- 
founding the  Jews  which  dwelt  at 
Damascus,  proving  that  this  is  the 
Christ 

23.  And  after  many  days  {vfidpcu 
Uayal)  were  fulfilled,  the  Jews  look 
counsel  to  kill  him  ;  24.  But  their  plot 
was  known  to  Saul.  And  they  were  j 
even  watching  the  gates  day  and  night 
to  kill  him.  I 

25.  But  the  disciples  took  him  by 
night,  and  let  him  down  through  the 
wall  in  a  basket.  ' 

26.  And   when   he   came    to  Jeru-  ' 
salem  he  was  assaying  to  join  himself  | 
to  the  disciples ;    but  all  were  afraid 
of  him,  not  believing  that  he  is  a  dis- 
ciple. ' 

27.  But   Barnabas    took   him,  and  , 
brought    him    to    the    Apostles,    and  ^ 
declared  unto   them  how  he  saw  the  , 
Lord  in  the  way,  and  that  he  spake 
to  him  ;  and  how  he  preached  boldly 
at  Damascus  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  ' 

28.  And  he  was  with  them  coming 
in  and  going  out  at  Jerusalem,  preach-  , 
ing  boldly  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

29.  And  he  was  speaking  and  dis- 
puting against  the  Grecian  Jews  ;  but 
they  took  counsel  to  slay  him  ; 

30.  But  when  the  brethren  knew, 
they  brought  him  down  to  Ciesarea, 
and  sent  him  forth  to  Tarsus. 


Ep.  to  Gal.  i.  15  f. 

immediately  [eitS^wf)  I  conferred  not 
with  flesh  and  blood  ; 

17.  Neither  went  I  up  to  Jerusalem 
to  those  who  were  Apostles  before  me ; 
but  I  went  away  mto  Arabia,  and 
returned  again  into  Damascus. 


18.  Then  after  three  years  I  went  up 
to  Jerusalem  to  visit*  Cephas,  and 
abode  with  him  fifteen  days. 


19.  But  other  of  the  Apostles  saw 
I  not  save  James  the  Lord's  brother. 

20.  Now  the  things  which  I  write 
unto  you,  behold,  before  God,  I  lie 
not. 

21.  Thereafter  I  came  into  the 
regions  of  Syria  and  Cilicia  ; 

22.  But  I  was  unknown  by  face 
unto  the  churches  of  Judiea  which 
were  in  Christ ;  but  they  were  only 
hearing  that  he  who  formerly  persecuted 
us  is  now  preaching  the  faith  which 
once  he  was  destroying :  and  they 
glorified  God  in  me. 


It  is  obvious  that  the  representation  in  the  Acts  of  what 
Paul  did  after  his  conversion  differs  very  widely  from  the  account 
which  the  Apostle  himself  gives  of  the  matter.  In  the  first  place, 
not  a  word  is  said  in  the  former  of  the  journey  into  Arabia ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  excluded,  and  the  statement  which  replaces 
it  directly  contradicts  that  of  Paul.  The  Apostle  says  that  after 
his  conversion  "  Immediately^  (evOem)  I  conferred  not  with  flesh 
and  blood,"  but  **  went  away  into  Arabia."  The  author  of  the 
Acts   says   that   he   spent  "  some  days "  {ruiepas  Tivds)  with  the 

*  To  become  acquainted  with. 

'  Dr.  Ellicott  remarks  :  "  Straightway ;  the  word  standing  prominendy 
forward,  and  implying  that  he  not  only  avoided  conference  with  men,  but  did 
SO  from  the  veyy  first^  {St.  PauPs  Ep.  to  the  Gal.,  4th  ed.,  p.  16). 
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disciples  in  Damascus,  and  "  immediately "  (evOetas)  began  to 
preach  in  the  synagogues.  PauVs  feelings  are  so  completely 
misrepresented  that,  instead  of  that  desire  for  retirement  and 
solitude  which  his  words  express,  he  is  described  as  straightway 
plunging  into  the  vortex  of  public  life  in  Damascus.  The  general 
apologetic  explanation  is,  that  the  author  of  the  Acts  either  was 
not  aware  of  the  journey  into  Arabia,  or  that,  his  absence  there 
having  been  short,  he  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  mention 
it.  There  are  no  data  for  estimating  the  length  of  time  which 
Paul  spent  in  Arabia,  but  the  fact  that  the  Apostle  mentions  it 
with  so  much  emphasis  proves  not  only  that  he  attached  con- 
siderable weight  to  the  episode,  but  that  the  duration  of  his  visit 
could  not  have  been  unimportant.  In  any  case,  the  author  of 
the  Acts,  whether  ignorantly  or  not,  boldly  describes  the  Apostle 
as  doing  precisely  what  he  did  not.  To  any  ordinary  reader, 
moreover,  his  whole  account  of  Paul's  preaching  at  Damascus 
certainly  excludes  altogether  the  idea  of  such  a  journey,  and  the 
argument  that  it  can  be  inserted  anywhere  is  purely  arbitrary. 
There  are  many  theories  amongst  Apologists  as  to  the  part 
of  the  narrative  in  Acts  in  which  the  Arabian  journey  can 
be  placed.  By  some  it  is  assigned  to  a  period  before  he 
commenced  his  active  labours,  and  therefore  before  ix.  20,  from 
which  the  words  of  the  author  repulse  it  with  singular  clearness  ; 
others  intercalate  it  with  even  less  reason  between  ix.  20  and  2 1 ; 
a  few  discover  some  indication  of  it  in  the  fxakkov  cvcSvvafxovro 
of  verse  22 — an  expression,  however,  which  refuses  to  be  forced 
into  such  service ;  a  greater  number  place  it  in  the  riyApai  iKavat 
of  verse  23,  making  that  elastic  phrase  embrace  this  as  well  as 
other  difficulties  till  it  snaps  under  the  strain.  It  seems  evident 
to  an  unprejudiced  reader  that  the  ruikpai  iKavai  are  represented 
as  passed  in  Damascus.  And,  lastly,  some  critics  place  it  after  ix. 
25,  regardless  of  Paul's  statement  that  from  Arabia  he  returned 
again  to  Damascus,  which,  under  the  circumstances  mentioned 
in  Acts,  he  was  not  likely  to  do,  and  indeed  it  is  obvious  that  he 
is  there  supposed  to  have  at  once  gone  from  Damascus  to 
Jerusalem.  These  attempts  at  reconciliation  are  useless.  It  is 
of  no  avail  to  find  time  into  which  a  journey  to  Arabia  and  the 
stay  there  might  be  forcibly  thrust.  There  still  remaips  the  fact 
that,  so  far  from  the  Arabian  visit  being  indicated  in  the  Acts, 
the  €vBk(3is  of  ix.  20,  compared  with  the  cvOktDs  of  Gal.  i.  16, 
positively  excludes  it,  and  proves  that  the  narrative  of  the  former 
is  not  historical. 

There  is  another  point  in  the  account  in  Acts  which  further 
demands  attention.  The  impression  conveyed  by  the  narrative  is 
that  Paul  went  up  to  Jerusalem  not  very  long  after  his  conversion. 
The  omission  of  the  visit  to  Arabia  shortens  the  interval  before  he 

2V 
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did  so,  by  removing  causes  of  delay  ;  and,  whilst  no  expressions  are 
used  which  imply  a  protracted  stay  in  Damascus,  incidents   are 
introduced  which  indicate  that  the  purpose  of  the  writer  was  to 
represent  the  Aposde  as  losing  no  time  after  his  conversion  before 
associating  himself  with  the  elder  Apostles  and  obtaining  their 
recognition  of  his  ministry ;   and  this  view,  we  shall  see,  is  con- 
firmed by  the  peculiar  account  which  is  given  of  what  took  place 
at  Jerusalem.      The  Apostle  distincdy  states,  i.    i8,   that    three 
years  after  his  conversion  he  went  up  to  visit  Peter.*     In  the  Acts 
he  is  represented  as  spending  "  some  days  "  {rffiepas  nvds)  with 
the  disciples,  and  the  only  other  chronological  indication  given  is 
that,  after  "  many  days  "  (rjfjbepai  Iicavai),  the  plot  occurred  which 
forced  him  to  leave  Damascus.     It  is  argued  that  T^/u/xit  iKaval  is 
an  indefinite  period,  which  may,  according  to  the  usage  of  the 
author,^  indicate  a  considerable  space  of  time,  and  certainly  rather 
express  a  long  than  a  short  period.3    The  fact  is,  however,  that  the 
instances  cited  are  evidence,  in  themselves,  against  the  supposition 
that  the  author  can  have  had  any  intention  of  expressing  a  i>eriod 
of  three  years  by  the  words  -qfupai  iKavai     We  suppose  that  no 
one  has  ever  suggested  that  Peter  stayed  three  years  in  the  house  of 
Simon  the  tanner  at  Joppa  (ix.  43) ;  or  that  when  it  is  said  that 
Paul  remained  "  many  days  "  at  Corinth  after  the  insurrection  of 
the  Jews,  the  author  intends  to  speak  of  some  years,  when  in  fact 
the  rjiupai  iKavai  contrasted  with  the  expression  (xviii.  11),   "he 
continued  there  a  year  and  six  months,"  used  regarding  his  stay 
previous    to  that  disturbance,  evidently  reduces  the  "yet  many 
days  "  subsequently  spent  there  to  a  very  small  compass.     Again, 
has  any  one  ever  suggested  that  in  the  account  of  Paul's  voyage 
to  Rome,  where  it  is  said  (xxvii.  7)  that,  after  leaving  Myrra  "and 
sailing  slowly  many  days  "  {rifupai  iKavat),  they  had  scarcely  got 
so  for  as  Cnidus,  an  interval  of  months,  not  to  say  years,  is  indi- 
cated ?     It  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  by  such  an  expression 
the  writer  intended  to  indicate  a  period  of  three  years. 

That  the  narrative  of  the  Acts  actually  represents  Paul  as  going 
up  to  Jerusalem  soon  after  his  conversion,  and  certainly  not  merely  at 
the  end  of  three  years,  is  obvious  from  the  statement  in  verse  26, 
that  when  Paul  arrived  at  Jerusalem,  and  was  assaying  to  join  him- 
self to  the  disciples,  all  were  afraid  of  him,  and  would  not  believe 
in  his  conversion.     The  author  could  certainly  not  have  stated 

*  **The  *  straightway  '  of  verse  16  leads  to  this  conclusion:  ^  At  first  I  con- 
ferred not  with  flesh  and  blood,  it  was  only  after  the  lapse  of  three  years  that  I 
went  to  Jerusalem'"  (Lightfoot,  Gaiatians,  p.  83). 

'  Acts  ix.  43,  xviii  18,  xvii.  7  ;  Lightfoot,  ib.^  p.  89,  note  3. 

3  **  The  difference  between  the  vague  *  many  days'  of  the  Acts  and  the  defi- 
nite *  three  years '  of  the  Epistle  is  such  as  might  be  expected  from  the  circum- 
stances of  the  two  writers'*  (Lightfoot,  ib.,  p.  89,  note  3). 
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this,  if  he  had  desired  to  imply  that  Paul  had  already  been  a 
Christian,  and  publicly  preached  with  so  much  success  at 
Damascus,  for  three  years.  Indeed,  the  statements  in  ix.  26  are 
irreconcilable  with  the  declaration  of  the  Apostle,  whatever  view- 
be  taken  of  the  previous  narrative  of  the  Acts.  If  it  be  assumed 
that  the  author  wishes  to  describe  the  visit  to  Jerusalem  as  taking 
place  three  years  after  his  conversion,  then  the  ignorance  of  that 
event  amongst  the  brethren  there  and  their  distrust  of  Paul  are 
utterly  inconsistent  and  incredible ;  whilst  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  represents  the  Apostle  as  going  to  Jerusalem  with  but  little 
delay  in  Damascus,  as  we  contend  he  does,  then  there  is  no  escape 
from  the  conclusiori  that  the  Acts,  whilst  thus  giving  a  narrative 
consistent  with  itself,  distinctly  contradicts  the  deliberate  assertions 
of  the  Apostle.  It  is  absolutely  incredible  that  the  conversion  of 
a  well-known  persecutor  of  the  Church  (viii.  3  f.),  effected  in  a  way 
which  is  represented  as  so  sudden  and  supernatural,  and  accom- 
panied by  a  supposed  vision  of  the  Lord,  could  for  three  years 
have  remained  unknown  to  the  community  of  Jerusalem.  So 
striking  a  triumph  for  Christianity  must  have  been  rapidly  circu- 
lated throughout  the  Church,  and  the  fact  that  he  who  formerly 
persecuted  was  now  zealously  preaching  the  faith  which  once  he 
destroyed  must  long  have  been  generally  known  in  Jerusalem, 
which  was  in  such  constant  communication  with  Damascus. 

The  author  of  the  Acts  continues  in  the  same  strain,  stating  that 
Barnabas,  under  the  circumstances  just  described,  took  Paul  and 
brought  him  to  the  Apostles  {rrpibs  tovs  d7ro<rr6\ovs)y  and  de- 
clared to  them  the  particulars  of  his  vision  and  conversion,  and 
how  he  had  preached  boldly  at  Damascus.'  No  doubt  is  left  that 
this  is  the  first  intimation  the  Apostles  had  received  of  such  extra- 
ordinary events.  After  this,  we  are  told  that  Paul  was  with  them 
coming  in  and  going  out  at  Jerusalem,  preaching  boldly  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord.  Here  again  the  declaration  of  Paul  is  explicit, 
and  distinctly  contradicts  this  story  both  in  the  letter  and  the 
spirit.  He  makes  no  mention  of  Barnabas.  He  states  that  he 
went  to  Jerusalem  specially  with  the  view  of  making  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Peter,  with  whom  he  remained  fifteen  days ;  but  he 
emphatically  says  :  "  But  other  of  the  Apostles  saw  I  not,  save 
(ct  fjLri)  James,  the  Lord*s  brother";  and  then  he  adds  the  solemn 
declaration  regarding  his  account  of  this  visit :  "  Now  the  things 
which  I  write  unto  you  behold,  before  God,  I  lie  not."  An 
asseveration  made  in  this  tone  excludes  the  supposition  of  in- 
accuracy or  careless  vagueness,  and  the  specific  statements  have  all 
the  force  of  sworn  evidence.  Instead  of  being  presented  "  to  the 
Apostles,"  therefore,  and  going  in  and  out  with  them  at  Jerusalem, 


IX.  27. 
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we  have  here  the  emphatic  assurance  that,  in  addition  to  Peter, 
Paul  saw  no  one  except  "  James,  the  Lord's  brother." 

There  has  been  much  discussion  as  to  the  identity  of  this 
James,  and  whether  he  was  an  Apostle  or  not;  but  into  this 
it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  enter.  Most  writers  agree  at 
least  that  he  is  the  same  James,  the  head  of  the  Church 
at  Jerusalem,  whom  we  again  frequently  meet  with  in  the 
Pauline  Epistles  and  in  the  Acts,  and  notably  in  the  account 
of  the  Apostolic  council.  The  exact  interpretation  to  be 
put  upon  the  expression  ct  /a^  'la/cwjSov  has  also  been  the 
subject  of  great  controversy,  the  question  being  w^hether  James  is 
here  really  called  an  Apostle  or  not ;  whether  ci  /x^  is  to  be 
understood  as  applying  solely  to  the  verb,  in  which  case  the  state- 
ment would  mean  that  he  saw  no  other  of  the  Apostles,  but  only 
James,  or  to  the  whole  phrase,  which  would  express  that  he  had 
seen  no  other  of  the  Apostles  save  James.  It  is  admitted,  by  many 
of  those  who  think  that  in  this  case  the  latter  signification  must  be 
adopted,  that  grammatically  either  interpretation  is  permissible. 
Even  supposing  that,  rightly  or  wrongly,  James  is  here  referred  to 
as  an  Apostle,  the  statement  of  the  Acts  is,  in  spirit,  quite  opposed 
to  that  of  the  Epistle ;  for  when  we  are  told  that  Paul  is  brought 
"  to  the  Apostles "  (irph^  rovs  dwocrroXovs),  the  linguistic 
usage  of  the  writer  implies  that  he  means  much  more  than  merely 
Peter  and  James.  It  seems  impossible  to  reconcile  the  statement, 
ix.  27,  with  the  solemn  assurance  of  Paul;  and  if  we  accept  what 
the  Apostle  says  as  truth,  and  we  cannot  doubt  it,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  the  account  in  the  Acts  is  unhistorical. 

We  arrive  at  the  very  same  conclusion  on  examining  the  rest  of 
the  narrative.  In  the  Acts,  Paul  is  represented  as  being  with  the 
Apostles  going  in  and  out,  preaching  openly  in  Jerusalem,  and 
disputing  with  the  Grecian  Jews.'  No  limit  is  here  put  to  his 
visit,  and  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  what  is  narrated  is  intended 
to  describe  a  visit  of  merely  fifteen  days.  A  subsequent  statement 
in  the  Acts,  however,  explains  and  settles  the  point.  Paul  is 
represented  as  declaring  to  King  Agrippa,  xxvi.  19  f . :  "  Where- 
fore, King  Agrippa,  I  was  not  disobedient  unto  the  heavenly  vision, 
but  first  unto  those  in  Damascus,  and  throughout  all  the  region  of 
Judaea,  and  to  the  Gentiles,  I  was  declaring  that  they  should  repent 
and  turn  to  God,"  etc.  However  this  may  be,  the  statement  of 
Paul  does  not  admit  the  interpretation  of  such  public  ministry. 
His  express  purpose  in  going  to  Jerusalem  was,  not  to  preach,  but 
to  make  the  acquaintance  of  Peter ;  and  it  was  a  marked  charac- 
teristic of  Paul  to  avoid  preaching  in  ground  already  occupied  by 
the  other  Apostles  before  him.'     Not  only  is  the  account  in  Acts 

'  ix.  28  f.  =»  2  Cor.  X.  14  f.  ;  cf.  Rom.  xv.  20. 
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apparently  excluded  by  such  considerations  and  by  the  general 
tenour  of  the  Epistle,  but  it  is  equally  so  by  the  direct  words 
of  the  Apostle  (i.  22):  "I  was  unknown  by  face  unto  the 
churches  of  Judaea."  It  is  argued  that  the  term,  "  churches  of 
Judaea,"  excludes  Jerusalem.  It  might  possibly  be  asserted  with 
reason  that  such  an  expression  as  "  the  churches  of  Jerusalem  " 
might  exclude  the  churches  of  Judaea,  but  to  say  that  the  Apostle, 
writing  elsewhere  to  the  Galatians  of  a  visit  to  Jerusalem,  and  of 
his  conduct  at  that  time,  intends,  when  speaking  of  the  "  churches 
of  Judaea,"  to  exclude  the  principal  city  seems  to  us  arbitrary  and 
unwarrantable.  The  whole  object  of  the  Apostle  is  to  show  the 
privacy  of  his  visit  and  his  independence  of  the  elder  Apostles. 
He  does  not  use  the  expression  as  a  contrast  to  Jerusalem. 
Nothing  in  his  account  leads  one  to  think  of  any  energetic  preach- 
ing during  the  visit,  and  the  necessity  of  finding  some  way  of 
excluding  Jerusalem  from  the  Apostle's  expression  is  simply  thrust 
upon  Apologists  by  the  account  in  Acts.  Two  passages  are 
referred  to  as  supporting  the  exclusion  of  Jerusalem  from  "  the 
churches  of  Judaea."  In  John  iii.  22  we  read :  "  After  these 
things  came  Jesus  and  his  disciples  into  the  land  of  Judaea."  In 
the  preceding  chapter  he  is  described  as  being  at  Jerusalem.  We 
have  already  said  enough  about  the  geographical  notices  of  the 
author  of  the  fourth  Gospel.'  Even  those  who  do  not  admit  that 
he  was  not  a  native  of  Palestine  are  agreed  that  he  wrote  in  another 
country  and  for  foreigners.  "  The  land  of  Judaea  "  was  therefore 
a  natural  expression  superseding  the  necessity  of  giving  a  more 
minute  local  indication  which  would  have  been  of  little  use.  The 
second  instance  appealed  to,  though  more  doubtfully,'  is  Heb.  xiii. 
24:  "They  from  Italy  salute  you."  We  are  at  a  loss  to  understand 
how  this  is  supposed  to  support  the  interpretation  adopted.  It  is 
impossible  that  if  Paul  went  in  and  out  with  the  Apostles,  preached 
boldly  in  Jerusalem,  and  disputed  with  the  Hellenistic  Jews,  not 
to  speak  of  what  is  added.  Acts  xxvi.  19  f.,  he  could  say  that  he 
was  unknown  by  face  to  the  churches  of  Judaea.  There  is  nothing, 
we  may  remark,  which  limits  his  preaching  to  the  Grecian  Jews. 
Whilst  Apologists  maintain  that  the  two  accounts  are  reconcilable, 
many  of  them  frankly  admit  that  the  account  in  Acts  requires 
correction  from  that  in  the  Epistle  ;3  but,  on  the  other  hand,  a  still 
greater  number  of  critics  pronounce  the  narrative  in  the  Acts 
contradictory  to  the  statements  of  Paul. 

There  remains  another  point  upon  which  a  few  remarks  must  be 
made.     In  Acts  ix.  29  f.  the  cause  of   Paul's  hurriedly  leaving 

'  See  p.  528  f.  '  Light  foot,  GalcUians,  p.  85. 

3  Bleek,  EinL^  p.  364  f.  ;  Ewald,  Gesch.  V,  Isr..,  vi.,  p.  403,  anm.  I  ; 
Sendschr,  d,  Ap.  Pauius,  1857,  p.  68  f.;  Lightfoot,  Gaiaiiansy  p.  92;  Neander, 
Pflanzung,  p.  127  f. 
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Jerusalem  is  a  plot  of  the  Grecian  Jews  to  kill  him.  Paul  does 
not,  in  the  Epistle,  refer  to  any  such  matter ;  but,  in  another  part 
of  the  Acts,  Paul  is  represented  as  relating,  xxii.  1 7  f.  ;  "  And  it 
came  to  pass  that,  when  I  returned  to  Jerusalem  and  was  praying 
in  the  temple,  I  was  in  a  trance,  and  saw  him  saying  unto  me : 
Make  haste,  and  get  thee  quickly  out  of  Jerusalem,  for  they  will 
not  receive  thy  witness  concerning  me,"  etc.  This  account 
differs,  therefore,  even  from  the  previous  narrative  in  the  same 
book ;  yet  critics  are  agreed  that  the'visit  during  which  the  Apostle 
is  said  to  have  seen  this  vision  was  that  which  we  are  discussing. 
The  writer  is  so  little  a  historian  working  from  substantial  facts 
that  he  forgets  the  details  of  his  own  previous  statements ;  and  in 
the  account  of  the  conversion  of  Paul,  for  instance,  he  thrice 
repeats  the  story  with  emphatic  and  irreconcilable  contradictions. 
We  have  already  observed  his  partiality  for  visions,  and  such 
supernatural  agency  is  so  ordinary  a  matter  with  him  that,  in  the 
first  account  of  this  visit,  he  altogether  omits  the  vision,  although 
he  must  have  known  of  it  then  quite  as  much  as  on  the  second 
occasion.  The  Apostle,  in  his  authentic  and  solemn  account  of 
this  visit,  gives  no  hint  of  any  vision,  and  leaves  no  suggestion 
even  of  that  public  preaching  which  is  described  in  the  earlier,  and 
referred  to  in  the  later,  narrative  in  the  Acts.'  If  we  had  no  other 
grounds  for  rejecting  the  account  as  unhistorical,  this  miraculous 
vision,  added  as  an  afterthought,  would  have  warranted  our 
doing  so. 

Passing  on  now  to  the  second  chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the 
Galatians,  we   find  that  Paul  writes  :  "  Then,  after  fourteen  years, 

again  I  went  up  to  Jerusalem "  {hnna  8ta  ScicaTccrcrapaiv  Itwv 

iraXiv  avk^-qv  els^Upoa-okvfm ).     He  States  the  particulars  of 

what  took  place  upon  the  occasion  of  this  second  visit  with  a 
degree  of  minuteness  which  ought,  one  might  have  supposed,  to 
have  left  no  doubt  of  its  identity  when  compared  with  the  same 
visit  historically  described  elsewhere ;  but  such  are  the  discrep- 
ancies between  the  two  accounts  that,  as  we  have  already  mentioned, 
the  controversy  upon  the  point  has  been  long  and  active.*     The 

*  Paley  {Jlora  Paul,  v.,  No.  viii.)  actually  endeavours  to  show  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians  by  the  **  undesigned  coincidence"'  of  the 
shortness  of  Paul's  visit  as  stated  by  himself  and  the  miraculous  order  reported 
Acts  xxii.  17  f.,  *'Get  thee  quickly  out  of  Jerusalem."  The  fallacy,  not  to  say 
imfairness,  of  this  partial  argument  needs  no  demonstration,  and,  indeed, 
it  has  been  well  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Jowett  {The  Epistles  of  St,  Paui/\.y 

p.  350  f.). 

^  There  was  anything  but  unanimity  on  the  point  among  the  Fathers.  Irenous 
identified  the  second  Galatian  visit  with  the  third  of  Acts  (xv.).  It  is  not 
certain  whether  Tertullian  agreed  in  this  {A(h.  M.,  v.  2,  3)  or  placed  it  later 
(Adv.  M.,  i.  20);  Eusebius  thought  it  the  same  as  the  second  of  Acts; 
Epiphanius  identified  it  with  the  fifth  of  Acts  (xxi.  15) ;    Chrysostom  places  it 
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Acts,  it  will  be  remembered,  relate  a  second  visit  of  Paul  to 
Jerusalem,  after  that  which  we  have  discussed,  upon  which  occa- 
sion it  is  stated  (xi.  30)  that  he  was  sent  with  Barnabas  to  convey 
to  the  community,  during  a  time  of  famine,  the  contributions  of 
the  Church  of  Antioch.  The  third  visit  of  the  Acts  is  that  (xv.) 
when  Paul  and  Barnabas  are  said  to  have  been  deputed  to  confer 
with  the  Apostles  regarding  the  conditions  upon  which  Gentile 
converts  should  be  admitted  into  the  Christian  brotherhood.  The 
circumstances  of  this  visit,  more  nearly  than  any  other,  correspond 
with  those  described  by  the  Apostle  himself  in  the  Epistle  (ii.  i  f.) ; 
but  there  are  grave  difficulties  in  the  way  of  identifying  them.  If 
this  visit  be  identical  with  that  described  Acts  xv.,  and  if  Paul,  as 
he  states,  paid  no  intermediate  visit  to  Jerusalem,  what  becomes 
of  the  visit  interpolated  in  Acts  xi.  30  ? 

The  first  point  which  we  must  endeavour  to  ascertain  is  what  the 
Apostle  actually  intends  to  say  regarding  the  second  visit  which  he 
mentions.  The  purpose  of  Paul  is  to  declare  his  complete  indepen- 
dence from  those  who  were  Apostles  before  him,  and  to  maintain 
that  his  Gospel  was  not  of  man,  but  directly  reveaied  to  him 
by  Jesus  Christ.  In  order  to  prove  his  independence  he  cate- 
gorically states  exactly  what  had  been  the  extent  of  his  intercourse 
with  the  elder  Apostles.  He  protests  that,  after  his  conversion, 
he  had  neither  conferred  with  flesh  and  blood  nor  sought  those 
who  had  been  Apostles  before  him,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  he 
had  immediately  gone  away  to  Arabia.  It  was  not  until  three 
years  had  elapsed  that  he  had  gone  up  to  Jerusalem,  and  then 
merely  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  Peter,  with  whom  he  had 
remained  only  fifteen  days,  during  which  he  had  not  seen  other 
of  the  Apostles  save  James,  the  Lord's  brother.  Only  after  the 
lapse  of  fourteen  years  did  he  again  go  up  to  Jerusalem.  It  is 
argued  that  when  Paul  says,  **  he  went  up  again  "  (Trdkiv  dveprfv), 
the  word  Trdkiv  has  not  the  force  of  S€UT€povy  and  that,  so  far 
from  excluding  any  intermediate  journey,  it  merely  signifies  a 
repetition  of  what  had  been  done  before,  and  might  have  been 
used  of  any  subsequent  journey.  Even  if  this  were  so,  it  is 
impossible  to  deny  that,  read  with  its  context,  irdkiv  dvip-qv  is 
used  in  immediate  connection  with  the  former  visit  which  we 
have  just  discussed.  The  sequence  is  distinctly  marked  by  the 
hr€iTa  "then";  and  the  adoption  of  the  preposition  Scd — which 
may  properly  be  read  "after  the  lapse  of"* — instead  of  f^cra, 
seems  clearly  to  indicate  that  no  other  journey  to  Jerusalem  had 
been  made  in  the  interval.     This  can  be  maintained  linguistically; 

after  the  third  of  Acts ;   and  the  Chronicon  Paschale  interpolates  it  between 
Acts  xiii.  and  xv.     It  is  not  now  necessary  to  enter  minutely  into  this. 
»  Winer,  Grammatik  des  N,  T.  Sf>ra<hidiofns,  yth  Au/l.^  §  47,  i.,  p.  356. 
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but  the  point  is  still  more  decidedly  settled  when  the  Apostie's 
intention  is  considered.  It  is  obvious  that  his  purpose  would 
have  been  totally  defeated  had  he  passed  over  in  silence  an 
intermediate  visit.  Even  if,  as  is  argued,  the  visit  referred  to  in 
Acts  xi.  30  had  been  of  very  brief  duration,  or  if  he  had  not  upon 
that  occasion  had  any  intercourse  with  the  Apostles,  it  is  impossible 
that  he  could  have  ignored  it  under  the  circumstances,  for  by  so 
doing  he  would  have  left  the  retort  in  the  power  of  his  enemies 
that  he  had,  on  other  occasions  than  those  which  he  bad 
enumerated,  been  in  Jerusalem  and  in  contact  with  the  Apostles. 
The  mere  fact  that  a  visit  had  been  unmentioned  would  have 
exposed  him  to  the  charge  of  having  suppressed  it,  and  suspicion 
is  always  ready  to  assign  unworthy  motives.  If  Paul  had 
paid  such  a  hasty  visit  as  is  suggested,  he  would  naturally  have 
mentioned  the  fact  and  stated  the  circumstances,  whatever  they 
were.  These  and  other  reasons  convince  the  majority  of  critics 
that  the  Apostle  here  enumerates  all  the  visits  which  he  had  paid 
to  Jerusalem  since  his  conversion.  The  visit  referred  to  in 
Gal.  ii.  I  f.,  must  be  considered  the  second  occasion  on  which 
the  Apostle  Paul  went  to  Jerusalem. 

This  being  the  case,  can  the  visit  be  identified  as  the  second 
visit  described  in  Acts  xi.  30?  The  object  of  that  journey  to 
Jerusalem,  it  is  expressly  stated,  was  to  carry  to  the  brethren  in 
Jerusalem  the  contributions  of  the  Church  of  Antioch  during  a 
time  of  famine ;  whereas  Paul  explicidy  says  that  he  went  up  to 
Jerusalem,  on  the  occasion  we  are  discussing,  in  consequence  of  a 
revelation,  to  communicate  the  Gospel  which  he  was  preaching 
among  the  Gentiles.  There  is  not  a  word  about  contributions. 
On  the  other  hand,  chronologically  it  is  impossible  that  the  second 
visit  of  the  Epistle  can  be  the  second  of  the  Acts.  There  is  some 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  the  fourteen  years  are  to  be 
calculated  from  the  date  of  his  conversion  or  from  the  previous 
journey.  The  latter  seems  to  be  the  more  reasonable  supposition, 
but  in  either  case  it  is  obvious  that  the  identity  is  excluded.  From 
various  data — the  famine  under  Claudius,  and  the  time  of  Herod 
Agrippa*s  death — the  date  of  the  journey  referred  to  in  Acts 
xi.  30  is  assigned  to  about  a.d.  45.  If,  therefore,  we  count  back 
fourteen  or  seventeen  years,  we  have  as  the  date  of  the  conver- 
sion, on  the  first  hypothesis,  a.d.  31,  and  on  the  second  a.d.  28, 
neither  of  which  is  tenable.  In  order  to  overcome  this  difficulty, 
critics  at  one  time  proposed,  against  the  unanimous  evidence  of 
MSS.,  to  read,  instead  of  Sta  SeKarea-ar.  ertov  in  Gal.  ii.  i, 
8ta  T€(r(rdp<i)v  erwv,  "after  four  years  ";  but  this  violent  remedy 
is  not  only  generally  rejected,  but,  even  if  admitted  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  it  could  not  establish  the  identity,  inasmuch  as  the 
statements  in  Gal.  ii.  i  f.  imply  a  much  longer  period  of  missionary 
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activity  amongst  the  Gentiles  than  Paul  could  possibly  have  had 
at  that  time,  about  which  epoch,  indeed,  Barnabas  is  said  to  have 
sought  him  in  Tarsus,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of  first  com- 
mencing such  a  career.^  Certainly  the  account  of  his  active  ministry 
begins  in  the  Acts  only  in  chap.  xiii.  Then,  it  is  not  possible  to 
suppose  that,  if  such  a  dispute  regarding  circumcision  and  the 
Gospel  of  the  uncircumcision  as  is  sketched  in  Gal.  ii.  had  taken 
place  on  a  previous  occasion,  it  could  so  soon  be  repeated.  Acts 
XV.,  and  without  any  reference  to  the  former  transaction.  Com- 
paratively few  critics,  therefore,  have  ventured  to  maintain  that  the 
second  visit  recorded  in  the  Epistle  is  "the  same  as  the  second 
mentioned  in  the  Acts  (xi.  30),  and  in  modern  times  the  theory  is 
almost  entirely  abandoned.  If,  therefore,  it  be  admitted  that  Paul 
mentions  all  the  journeys  which  he  had  made  to  Jerusalem  up  to 
the  time  at  which  he  wrote,  and  that  his  second  visit  was  not  the 
second  visit  of  the  Acts,  but  must  be  placed  later,  it  follows  clearly, 
upon  the  Apostle's  own  assurance,  that  the  visit  mentioned  in  Acts 
xi.  30,  xii.  25,  cannot  have  taken  place  and  is  unhistorical ;  and 
this  is  the  conclusion  of  the  majority  of  critics,  including  many 
Apologists,  who,  whilst  suggesting  that,  for  some  reason,  Barnabas 
may  alone  have  gone  to  Jerusalem  without  Paul,  or  otherwise 
deprecating  any  imputation  of  conscious  inaccuracy  to  the  author, 
still  substantially  confirm  the  result  that  Paul  did  not  on  that 
occasion  go  to  Jerusalem,  and  consequently  that  the  statement  is 
not  historical.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  suggested  that  the  addi- 
tional visit  to  Jerusalem  is  inserted  by  the  author  with  a  view  to 
conciliation,  by  representing  that  Paul  was  in  constant  communica- 
tion with  the  Apostles  and  the  community  of  Jerusalem,  and  that  he 
acted  with  their  approval  and  sympathy.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to 
observe  the  peculiar  variations  between  the  narratives  of  the  Acts 
and  of  Paul  without  feeling  that  the  author  of  the  former 
deliberately  sacrifices  the  independence  and  individuality  of  the 
great  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles. 

The  great  mass  of  critics  agree  in  declaring  that  the  second  visit 
described  in  the  Epistle  is  identical  with  the  third  recorded  in  the 
Acts  (xv.),  although  a  wide  difference  of  opinion  exists  amongst 
them  as  to  the  historical  value  of  the  account  contained  in  the 
latter.  This  general  agreement  renders  it  unnecessary  for  us  to 
enter  at  any  length  into  the  arguments  which  establish  the  identity, 
and  we  shall  content  ourselves  with  very  concisely  stating  some  of 
the  chief  reasons  for  this  conclusion.  The  date  in  both  cases 
corresponds,  whilst  there  are  insuperable  chronological  objections 
to  identifying  the  second  journey  of  the  Epistle  with  any  earlier 
or   later   visit   mentioned   in   Acts.     We  have  referred  to  other 


Acts  xi.  25  f. 
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reasons  against  its  being  placed  earlier  than  the  third  visit  of  Acts, 
and  there  are  still  stronger  objections  to  its  being  dated  after  the 
third.  It  is  impossible,  considering  the  object  of  the  Apostle,  that 
he  could  have  passed  over  in  silence  such  a  visit  as  that  described 
Acts  XV.,  and  that  the  only  alternative  would  be  to  date  it  later 
than  the  composition  of  the  Epistle,  to  which  the  narrative  of  the 
Acts  as  well  as  all  other  known  facts  would  be  irreconcilably 
opposed.  On  the  other  hand,  the  date,  the  actors,  the  cause  of 
dispute,  and  probably  the  place  (Antioch)  in  which  that 
dispute  originated,  so  closely  correspond  that  it  is  incredible 
that  such  a  coincidence  of  circumstances  should  again  have 
occurred. 

Without  anticipating  our  comparison  of  the  two  accounts  of  this 
visit,  we  must  here  at  least  remark  that  the  discrepancies  are  so 
great  that  not  only  have  apologetic  critics,  as  we  have  indicated, 
adopted  the  theory  that  the  second  visit  of  the  Epistle  is  not  the 
same  as  the  third  of  the  Acts,  but  is  identical  with  the  second 
(xi,  30),  of  which  so  few  particulars  are  given,  but  some,  and 
notably  Wieseler,'  have  maintained  it  to  have  been  the  same  as 
that  described  in  Acts  xviii.  21  f,  whilst  Paley  and  others^  have 

'  Chron,  ap,  Zeit.^  p.  179  f.,  p.  20i  f. ;  Br,  Pauli  an  d.  GalaUr,  p.  93  f. 

^  Paley,  Evidaues^  and  HoriE  PauL^  ch.  v.,  Nos.  2,  10,  p.  367  f.,  382  f.; 
Schrader,  Der  Ap.  Paulits,  i.,  p.  75  f.,  122  f.  It  may  be  well  to  quote  the 
following  passage  from  Paley,  a  witness  whose  testimony  will  scarcely  be 
suspected  of  unorthodox  partiality:  "It  must  not  be  dissembled  that  the 
comparison  of  our  Epistle  with  the  history  presents  some  difficulties,  or,  to  say 
the  least,  some  questions  of  considerable  magnitude.  It  may  be  doubted,  in 
the  first  place,  to  what  journey  the  words  which  open  the  second  chapter  of  the 
Epistle — *  then  fourteen  years  afterwards  I  went  unto  Jerusalem ' — relate. 
That  which  best  corresponds  with  the  date,  and  that  to  which  most  interpreters 
apply  the  passage,  is  the  journey  of  Paul  and  Barnabas  to  Jerusalem,  when 
they  went  thither  from  Antioch,  upon  the  business  of  the  Gentile  converts,  and 
which  journey  produced  the  famous  council  and  decree  recorded  in  the  fifteenth 
chapter  of  Acts.  To  me  this  opinion  appears  to  be  encumbered  with  strong 
objections.  In  the  Epistle,  Paul  tells  us  that  '  he  went  up  by  revelation  *  (ii.  2). 
In  the  Acts  we  read  that  he  was  sent  by  the  Church  of  Antioch.  *  After  no 
small  dissension  and  disputation,  they  determined  that  Paul  and  Barnabas,  and 
certain  other  of  them,  should  go  up  to  Jerusalem  unto  the  Apostles  and  elders 
about  this  question '  (xv.  2).  This  is  not  very  reconcilable.  In  the  Epistle 
St.  Paul  writes  that,  when  he  came  to  Jerusalem,  *  he  communicated  that 
Gospel  which  he  preached  among  the  Gentiles,  but  privately  to  them  which 
were  of  reputation  (ii.  2).  If  by  *  that  Gospel '  he  meant  the  immunity  of  the 
Gentile  Christians  from  the  Jewish  law  (and  I  know  not  what  else  it  can  mean), 
it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  how  he  should  communicate  that  priv.ately,  which  was 
the  subject  of  his  public  messjw^e.  But  a  yet  greater  difficulty  remains — viz., 
that  in  the  account  which  the  Epistle  gives  of  what  passed  upon  this  visit  at 
Jerusalem,  no  notice  is  taken  of  the  dclil>eration  and  decree  which  are  recorded 
in  the  Acts,  and  which,  according  to  that  history,  formed  the  business  for  the 
sake  of  which  the  journey  was  undertaken.  The  mention  of  the  council  and 
of  its  determination,   whilst   the   Apostle   was   relating    his    proceedings  at 
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been  led  to  the  hypothesis  that  the  visit  in  question  does  not 
correspond  with  any  of  the  visits  actually  recorded  in  the  Acts,  but 
is  one  which  is  not  referred  to  at  all  in  that  work.  These  theories 
have  found  very  little  favour,  however,  and  we  mention  them  solely 
to  complete  our  statement  of  the  general  controversy.  Consider- 
ing the  fulness  of  the  report  of  the  visit  in  Acts  xv.  and  the  peculiar 
nature  of  the  facts  stated  by  the  Apostle  himself  in  his  letter  to  the 
Galatians,  the  difficulty  of  identifying  the  particular  visit  referred 
to  is  a  phenomenon  which  cannot  be  too  much  considered.  Is  it 
possible,  if  the  narrative  in  the  Acts  were  really  historically 
accurate,  that  any  reasonable  doubt  could  ever  have  existed  as  to 
its  correspondence  with  the  Apostle's  statements  ?  We  may  here 
at  once  say  that,  although  many  of  the  critics  who  finally  decide 
that  the  visit  described  in  Acts  xv.  is  the  same  as  that  referred  to 
in  the  second  chapter  of  the  Epistle  argue  that  the  obvious  dis- 
crepancies and  contradictions  between  the  two  accounts  may  be 
sufficiently  explained  and  reconciled,  this  is  for  very  strong  reasons 
disputed,  and  the  narrative  in  the  Acts,  when  tested  by  the  authentic 
statements  of  the  Apostle,  pronounced  inaccurate  and  unhistorical. 
It  is  only  necessary  to  read  the  two  accounts  in  order  to  under- 
stand the  grounds  upon  which  even  Apologists  like  Paley  and 
Wieseler  feel  themselves  compelled  to  suppose  that  the  Apostle  is 
describing  transactions  which  occurred  during  some  visit  either 
unmentioned  or  not  fully  related  in  the  Acts,  rather  than  identify 
it  with  the  visit  reported  in  the  fifteenth  chapter,  from  which  it  so 
essentially  differs.  A  material  difference  is  not  denied  by  anyone, 
and  explanations  with  a  view  to  reconciliation  have  never  been 
dispensed  with.  Thiersch,  who  has  nothing  better  than  the  usual 
apologetic  explanations  to  offer,  does  not  hesitate  to  avow  the 
apparent  incongruities  of  the  two  narratives.  "  The  journey,"  he 
says,  "  is  the  same,  but  no  human  ingenuity  can  make  out  that 
also  the  conference  and  the  decree  resulting  from  it  are  the  same."' 
He  supposes  that  the  problem  is  to  be  solved  by  asserting  that  the 
Apostle  speaks  of  the  private,  the  historian  of  the  public,  circum- 
stances of  the  visit.  All  who  maintain  the  historical  character  of 
the  Acts  must,  of  course,  more  or  less  thoroughly  adopt  this  argu- 
ment ;  but  it  is  obvious  that,  in  doing  so,  they  admit,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  general  discrepancy,  and,  on  the  other,  if  successful  in 
establishing  their  position,  they  could  do  no  more  than  show  that 
the  Epistle  does  not  absolutely  exclude  the  account  in  the  Acts. 
Both  writers  profess  to  describe  events  which  occurred  during  the 

Jerusalem,  could  hardly  have  been  avoided  if  in  truth  the  narrative  belonged  to 
the  same  journey.  To  me  it  appears  more  prol>able  that  Paul  and  Barnabas 
had  taken  some  journey  to  Jerusalem,  the  mention  of  which  is  omitted  in  the 

Acts "  {Evidences^  and  ffora  Paulina ,  ch.  v.,  No.  10,  p.  382). 

'  Thiersch,  Die  Kirche  iin  ap,  Zeilalier,  p.  129. 
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same  visit ;    both  record  matters  of  the  highest  interest  closely 
bearing  on  the  same  subject ;  yet  the  two  accounts  are  so  different 
from  each  other  that  they  can  only  be  rescued  from  complete 
antagonism  by  complete  separation.     Supposing  the  author  of  the 
Acts  to  be  really  acquainted  with  the  occurrences  of  this  visit,  and 
to  have  intended  to  give  a  plain  unvarnished  account  of  them,  the 
unconscious  ingenuity  with  which  he  has  omitted  the  im[x>rtant 
facts  mentioned  by  Paul,  and  eliminated  the  whole  of  the  Apostle's 
individuality,  would  indeed  be  as  remarkable  as  it  is  unfortunate. 
But,  supposing  the  Apostle  Paul  to  have  been  aware  of  the  formal 
proceedings  narrated  in  the  Acts,  characterised  by  such  unanimity 
and  liberal  Christian  fueling,  it  would  be  still  more  astonishing  and 
unfortunate  that  he  has  not  only  silently  passed  them  over,  but  has 
conveyed  so  singularly  different  an  impression  of   his  visit.'     As 
the  Apostle  certainly  could  not  have  been  acquainted  with  the 
Acts,  his  silence  regarding  the  Council  and  its  momentous  decree, 
as  well  as  his  ignorance  of  the  unbroken  harmony  which  prevailed, 
are  perfectly  intelligible.     He,  of  course,  only  knew  and  described 
what  actually  occurred.     The  author  of  the  Acts,  however,  might 
and    must   have   known   the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians,  and   the 
ingenuity  with  which  the  tone  and  details  of  the  authentic  report 
are  avoided  or  transfigured  cannot  be  ascribed  to  mere  accident, 
but  must  largely  be  attributed  to  design,  although  also  partly,  it 
may  be,  to  the  ignorance  and  the  pious  imagination  of  a  later  age. 
Is  it  possible,  for  instance,  that  the    controversy  regarding  the 
circumcision  of   Titus,  and  the  dispute  with  Peter  at  Antioch, 
which  are  so  prominently  related  in  the  Epistle,  but  present  a  view 
so  different  from  the  narrative  of  Acts,  can  have  been  undesignedly 
omitted  ?     The  violent  apologetic  reconciliation  which  is  effected 
between  the  two  accounts  is  based  upon  the  foregone  conclusion 
that  the  author  of  the  canonical  Acts,  however  he  may  seem  to 
deviate  from  the  Apostle,  caimot  possibly  contradict  him  or  be  in 
error ;  but  the  preceding  examination  has  rendered  such  a  position 
untenable,  and  here  we  have  not  to  do  with  a  canonised  "St.  Luke," 
but  with  an  unknown  writer,  whose  work  must  be  judged  by  the 
ordinary  rules  of  criticism. 

According  to  the  Acts,  a  most  serious  question  is  raised  at 
Antioch.  Certain  men  from  Judaea  came  thither  teaching, 
"  Except  ye  have  been  circumcised  after  the  manner  of  Moses  ye 
cannot  be  saved."  After  much  dissension  and  disputation,  the 
Church  of  Antioch  ai)point  that  Paul  and  Barnabas,  "  and  certain 

'  "  Our  difficulty  in  reading  this  page  of  history  arises  not  so  much  from  the 
absence  uf  light  as  from  the  perplexity  of  cross  lights.  The  narratives  of 
St.  Luke  and  St.  Paul  only  then  cease  to  conflict  when  we  lake  into  account 
the  different  positions  of  the  writers  and  the  different  objects  they  had  in  view '' 
(Lightfoot,  5"/.  PatiPs  Epistle  io  the  GaiatianSy  p.  224). 
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others  of  them,"  shall  go  up  to  Jerusalem  unto  the  Apostles  and 
elders  about  this  question.  The  motive  of  the  journey  is  here 
most  distinctly  and  definitely  described.  Paul  is  solemnly  deputed 
by  the  Church  to  lay  before  the  mother  Church  of  Jerusalem  a 
difficult  question,  upon  the  answer  to  which  turns  the  whole 
future  of  Christianity.  Paul's  account  gives  a  very  different 
complexion  to  the  visit :  "  Then,  after  fourteen  years,  I  went  up 
again  to  Jerusalem  with  Barnabas,  taking  Titus  also  with  me. 
But  I  went  up  according  to  revelation  (Kara  diroKd\v\l/iv)  and 
communicated  to  them  the  Gospel  which  I  preach  among  the 
Gentiles,"  etc.  Paley  might  well  say  :  "  This  is  not  very  recon- 
cilable."' It  is  argued^  that  the  two  statements  may  supplement 
each  other;  that  the  revelation  may  have  been  made  to  the  Church 
of  Antioch  and  have  led  to  the  mission  ;  or  that,  being  made  to 
Paul,  it  may  have  decided  him  to  undertake  it.  If,  however,  we 
admit  that  the  essence  of  truth  consists  not  in  the  mere  letter  but 
in  the  spirit  of  what  is  stated,  it  seems  impossible  to  reconcile 
these  accounts.  It  might  be  granted  that  a  historian,  giving  a 
report  of  events  which  had  occurred,  might  omit  some  secret 
motive  actuating  the  conduct  even  of  one  of  the  principal  persons 
with  whom  he  has  to  do ;  but  that  the  Apostle,  under  the  actual 
circumstances,  and  while  protesting,  "  Now  the  things  which  I 
am  writing  unto  you,  behold,  before  God,  I  lie  not !"  should  alto- 
gether suppress  the  important  official  character  of  his  journey  to 
Jerusalem,  and  give  it  the  distinct  colour  of  a  visit  voluntarily  and 
independently  made  Kara  diroKakvil/iv,  is  inconceivable.  As  we 
proceed,  it  will  become  apparent  that  the  divergence  between  the 
two  accounts  is  systematic  and  fundamental ;  but  we  may  here  so 
far  anticipate  as  to  point  out  that  the  Apostle  explicitly  excludes 
an  official  visit  not  only  by  stating  an  "  inward  motive,"  and 
omitting  all  mention  of  a  public  object,  but  by  the  expression, 
"  and  communicated  to  them  the  Gospel  which  I  preach  among 
the  Gentiles,  but  privately  to  those  who,"  etc.  To  quote  Paley's 
words :   **  If  by   *  that  Gospel '   he  meant  the  immunity  of  the 

*  Ifora  Paul.y  ch.  v.,  No.  x.    See  back,  p.  698,  note  2. 

'  "Here,  however,  there  is  no  contradiction.  The  historian  naturally  records 
the  external  impulse  which  led  to  the  mission  ;  the  Apostle  himself  states  his 
inward  motive.  *  What  I  did,'  he  says,  *  I  did  not  owing  to  circumstances,  not 
as  yielding  to  pressure,  not  in  deference  to  others,  but  because  the  Spirit  of  God 
told  me  it  was  right.*  The  very  stress  which  he  lays  on  this  revelation  seems  to 
show  that  other  influences  were  at  work"  (!)  (Lightfoot,  St.  P.  Ep.  to  the  Gal., 
p.  124).  Dr.  Lightfoot  quotes  as  parallel  cases,  suggesting  how  the  one  motive 
might  supplement  the  other,  Acts  ix.  29,  30;  cf.  xxii,  17,  xxiii.  2-4,  and  xv.  28. 
It  is  unfortunate  that  all  these  **  parallel  cases  "  are  taken  from  the  work  whose 
accuracy  is  in  question,  and  that  the  first  is  actually  discredited  by  the  Apostle's 
own  account,  whilst  the  others  are  open  to  equally  strong  objections.  See  also 
Alford,  Greek  Test,,  ii.,  Proleg.,  p.  27,  iii.,  p.  12 ;  Meyer,  Br,  an  die  Gal.,  p.  61  f. 
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Cientile  Christians  from  the  Jewish  law  (and  I  know  not  what  else 
it  can  mean),  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  how  he  should  communi- 
cate that  privately,  which  was  the  subject  of  his  public  message  'V 
and  we  may  add,  how  he  should  so  absolutely  alter  the  whole 
character  of  his  visit.  In  the  Acts,  he  is  an  ambassador  charged 
with  a  most  important  mission ;  in  the  Epistle,  he  is  Paul  the 
Apostle,  moved  solely  by  his  own  reasons  again  to  visit  Jerusalem. 
The  author  of  the  Acts,  however,  who  is  supposed  to  record  only 
the  external  circumstances,  when  tested  is  found  to  do  so  very  iin- 
perfecdy,  for  he  omits  all  mention  of  Titus,  who  is  conjectured  to 
be  tacitly  included  in  the  "  certain  others  of  them,"  who  were 
appointed  by  the  Church  to  accompany  Paul,  and  he  is  altogether 
silent  regarding  the  strenuous  effort  to  enforce  the  rite  of  circum- 
cision in  his  case,  upon  which  the  Apostle  lays  so  much  stress. 
The  Apostle,  who  throughout  maintains  his  simply  independent 
attitude,  mentions  his  taking  Titus  with  him  as  a  purely  voluntar)' 
act,  and  certainly  conveys  no  impression  that  he  also  was  delegated 
by  the  Church.  We  shall  presently  see  how  significant  the  sup- 
pression of  Titus  is  in  connection  with  the  author*s  transformation 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  visit.  In  affirming  that  he  went  up 
"  according  to  revelation,"  Paul  proceeds  in  the  very  spirit  in  which 
he  began  to  write  this  Epistle.  He  continues  simply  to  assert  his 
indep)endence  and  equality  with  the  elder  Apostles.  In  speaking 
of  his  first  journey  he  has  this  object  in  view,  and  he  states  pre- 
cisely the  duration  of  his  visit  and  whom  he  saw.  If  he  had 
suppressed  the  official  character  of  this  second  visit  and  the  fact 
that  he  submitted  for  the  decision  of  the  Apostles  and  elders  the 
question  of  the  immunity  of  the  Gentile  converts  from  circum- 
cision, and  thus  curtly  ascribed  his  going  to  a  revelation,  he  would 
have  compromised  himself  in  a  very  serious  manner,  and  exposed 
himself  to  a  charge  of  disingenuousness  of  which  his  enemies 
would  not  have  failed  to  take  advantage.  But,  whether  we  con- 
sider the  evidence  of  the  Apostle  himself  in  speaking  of  this  visit, 
the  absence  of  all  external  allusion  to  the  supposed  proceedings 
when  reference  to  them  would  not  only  have  been  most  appropriate 
but  was  almost  necessary,  the  practical  contradiction  of  the  whole 
narrative  implied  in  the  subsequent  conduct  of  Peter  at  Antioch, 
or  the  inconsistency  of  the  conduct  attributed  in  it  to  Paul  him- 
self, we  are  forced  back  to  the  natural  conclusion  that  the  Apostle 
does  not  suppress  anything,  and  does  not  give  so  absurdly  partial 
an  account  of  his  visit  as  would  be  the  case  if  the  narrative  in  the 
Acts  be  historical,  but  that,  in  a  few  rapid  powerful  lines,  he  com- 
pletes a  suggestive  sketch  of  its  chief  characteristics.  This  becomes 
more  apparent  at  every  step  we  take  in  our  comparison  of  the  two 
narratives. 

'  Hora  PauL,  ch.  v.,  No.  x.     See  p.  698,  note  2. 
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If  we  pass  on  to  the  next  stage  of  the  proceedings,  we  find  an 
equally  striking  divergence  between  the  two  writers,  and  it  must 
not  escape  attention  that  the  variations  are  not  merely  incidental, 
but  are  thorough  and  consecutive.  According  to  the  Acts,  there 
was  a  solemn  congress  held  in  Jerusalem,  on  which  occasion,  the 
Apostles  and  elders  and  the  Church  being  assembled,  the  question 
whether  it  was  necessary  that  the  Gentiles  should  be  circumcised 
and  bound  to  keep  the  law  of  Moses  was  fully  discussed,  and  a 
formal  resolution  finally  adopted  by  the  meeting.  The  proceed- 
ings, in  fact,  constitute  what  has  always  been  regarded  as  the  first 
Council  of  the  Christian  Church.  The  account  in  the  Epistle 
does  not  seem  to  betray  any  knowledge  of  such  a  congress.  The 
Apostle  himself  says  merely  :  "  But  I  went  according  to  revelation 
and  communicated  to  them  (aurots)  the  Gospel  which  I  preach  among 
the  Gentiles,  but  privately  to  them  which  seemed  (to  be  something) 
(icttT*  ISlav  ^  rots  SoKov<rLvy^^  The  opinion  that  the  author  of  Acts 
"  alludes  in  a  general  way  to  conferences  and  discussions  preced- 
ing the  congress  "^  is  based  upon  the  statement,  xv.  4,  5  :  "  And 
when  they  came  to  Jerusalem  they  were  received  by  the  Church 
and  by  the  Apostles  and  the  elders,  and  declared  all  that  God  did 
with  them.  But  there  rose  up  certain  of  the  sect  of  the  Pharisees, 
who  believed,  saying :  That  it  is  necessary  to  circumcise  them  and 
to  command  them  to  keep  the  law  of  Moses.  And  the  Apostles 
and  the  elders  came  together  to  see  regarding  this  matter.  And 
when  there  had  been  much  disputation  Peter  rose  up  and  said," 
etc.  If  it  were  admitted  that  more  than  one  meeting  is  here 
indicated,  it  is  clear  that  the  words  cannot  be  legitimately  strained 
into  a  reference  to  more  than  two  conferences.  The  first  of  these 
is  a  general  meeting  of  the  Apostles  and  elders  and  of  the  Church 
to  receive  the  delegates  from  Antioch,  and  the  second  is  an  equally 
general  and  public  conference  (verse  6) :  not  only  are  the  Apostles 
and  elders  present,  but  also  the  general  body  of  Christians,  as 
clearly  appears  from  the  statement  (verse  12)  that,  after  the  speech 
of  Peter,  "all  the  multitude  (irav  rh  irkyjOos)  kept  silence."^ 
The  "  much  disputation  "  evidently  takes  place  on  the  occasion 
when  the  Apostles  and  elders  are  gathered  together  to  consider  the 
matter.  If,  therefore,  two  meetings  can  be  maintained  from  the 
narrative  in  Acts,  both  are  emphatically  public  and  general,  and 
neither,  therefore,  the  private  conference  of  the  Epistle.  The  main 
fact  that  the  author  of  the  Acts  describes  a  general  congress  of  the 
Church  as  taking  place  is  never  called  in  question. 


'  Gal.  ii.  2.  ="  Lightfoot,  Galaiians,  p.  125. 

3  It  has  been  f>ertinently  asked,  How  it  is  possible  that  such  a  meeting  could 
have  taken  place  ?  What  room  could  have  been  found  to  contain  the  assembly  ? 
(cf.  Reuss,  N.  Rev.  de  TUol.y  1858,  ii.,  p.  36). 
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On  the  other  hand,  few  who  appreciate  the  nature  of  the  dis- 
crepancy which  we  are  discussing  will  feel  that  the  difficulty  is 
solved  by  suggesting  that  there  is  space  for  the  insertion  of  other 
incidents  in  the  Apostle's  narrative.     It  is  rather  late  now  to  inter- 
polate a  general  Council  of  the  Church  into  the  pauses  of  the 
Galatian  letter.     To  suppose  that  the  communications  of  Paul  to 
the  "  Pillar "  Apostles,  and  the  distressing  debate  regarding  the 
circumcision  of  Titus,  may  be  inferred  between  the  lines  of  the 
account  in  the  Acts,  is  a  bold  effort  of  imagination ;  but  it   is  far 
from  being  as  hopeless  as  an  attempt  to  reconcile  the  discrepancy 
by  thrusting  the  important  public  congress  into  some  comer  of  the 
Apostle's  statement.     In  so  far  as  any  argument  is  advanced  in 
support  of  the  assertion  that  Paul's  expression  implies  something 
more  than  the  private  conference,  it  is  based  upon  the  reference 
intended  in  the  words  avc^e/x.?yv  avrots.     When  Paul  says  he  went 
up  to  Jerusalem  and  communicated  "  to  them  "  his  Gospel,  but 
privately  rot?  SoKova-Lv,  whom  does  he  mean  to  indicate   by  the 
auTois  ?     Does  he  refer  to  the  Christian  community  of  Jerusalem, 
or  to  the  Apostles  themselves  ?     It  is  pretty  generally  admitted 
that  either  application  is  permissible ;   but  whilst  a  majority  of 
apologetic,   together   with   some   independent,  critics  adopt   the 
former,    not  a  few  consider,   as   Chrysostom,  (Ecumenius,  and 
Calvin  did  before  them,  that  Paul  more  probably  referred  to  the 
Apostles.     In  favour  of  the  former  there  is  the  fact,  it  is  argued, 
that  the  avrols  is  used  immediately  after  the  statement  that  the 
Apostle  went  up  "to  Jemsalem,"  and  that  it  may  be  more  natural 
to  conclude  that  he  speaks  of  the  Christians  there,  more  especially 
as  he  seems  to  distinguish  between  the  communication  made  avrots 
and    Kar'  ISiav  rot?  8oKov(riv ;'  and,  in  support  of  this,   "  they " 
in  Gal.  i.  23,  24,  is,  though  we  think  without  propriety,  referred  to. 
It  is,  on  the  other  hand,  urged  that  it  is  very  unlikely  that  the 
Apostle  would  in  such  a  way  communicate  his  Gospel  to  the  whole 
community,  and  that   in   the   expressions   used  he  indicates  no 
special  transaction,  but  that  the  dveOcfMrjv  avroh  is  merelyan  indefinite 
statement  for  which  he  immediately  substitutes  the  more  precise 
icar'  iSiav  8c  rois  SoKova-iv.^     It  is  quite  certain  that  there  is  no 

'  Meyer  argues,  not  without  force,  that  if  Paul  had  not  by  Kar*  Idlar  9i  in- 
tended to  distinguish  a  different  communi cation,  he  must  have  said  :  diteB^fiV' 
avroUj  K.  T.  \.,  dped^jjLTjv  8i  toU  Sok.  omitting  the  distinguishing  /car'  iSlo' 
{Br.  an  die  Gal.,  p.  62,  anm.). 

^  An  able  and  impartial  critic,  Reuss,  attempts  to  reconcile  the  two  accounts 
by  arguing  that  such  a  question  could  not  possibly  have  been  laid  before  and 
decided  by  the  whole  community.  He,  therefore,  supposes  that  private  con- 
ferences took  place.  This  "reconciliation,"  however,  is  excluded  by  the 
account  in  Acts,  which  so  distinctly  represents  a  large  public  congress,  and  it 
by  no  means  lessens  the  fundamental  discrepancy  of  the  narratives  (cf.  Renss, 
N.  Rev.  cie  Tk^oLy  1858,  ii.  334  f.,  1859,  iii.,  p.  62  f.). 
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mention  of  the  Christian  community  of  Jerusalem  to  which  the 
avTols  can  with  any  real  grammatical  necessity  be  referred  ;  but 
when  the  whole  purport  of  the  first  part  of  the  Apostle's  letter  is 
considered  the  reference  to  the  Apostles  in  the  avrols  becomes 
clearer.  Paul  is  protesting  the  independence  of  his  Gospel,  and 
that  he  did  not  receive  it  from  man,  but  from  Jesus  Christ.  He 
wishes  to  show  that  he  was  not  taught  by  the  Aposties  nor 
dependent  upon  them.  He  states  that  after  his  conversion  he  did 
not  go  to  those  who  were  Apostles  before  him,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
went  away  to  Arabia,  and  only  three  years  after  he  went  up  to 
Jerusalem,  and  then  only  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Peter,  and  on  that  occasion  other  of  the  Apostles  saw  he 
none  save  James  the  Lord's  brother.  After  fourteen  years,  he 
continues  to  recount,  he  again  went  up  to  Jerusalem,  but  accord- 
ing to  revelation,  and  communicated  to  them — />.,  to  the  Apostles — 
the  Gospel  which  he  preached  among  the  Gentiles.  The  Apostles 
have  been  in  the  writer's  mind  throughout,  but  in  the  impetuous 
flow  of  his  ideas,  which,  in  the  first  two  chapters  of  this  Epistle, 
outrun  the  pen,  the  sentences  become  involved.  It  must  be 
admitted,  finally,  that  the  reference  intended  is  a  matter  of  opinion, 
and  cannot  be  authoritatively  settled.  If  we  suppose  it  to  refer  to 
the  community  of  Jerusalem,  taking  thus  the  more  favourable 
construction,  how  would  this  affect  the  question?  Can  it  be 
maintained  that  in  this  casual  and  indefinite  "  to  them  "  we  have 
any  confirmation  of  the  general  congress  of  the  Acts,  with  its 
debates,  its  solemn  settlement  of  that  momentous  proposition 
regarding  the  Gentile  Christians,  and  its  important  decree  ?  It  is 
impossible  to  credit  that,  in  saying  that  he  "  communicated  to  them  " 
the  Gospel  which  he  preached  amongst  the  Gentiles,  the  Apostle 
referred  to  a  Council  like  that  described  in  the  Acts,  to  which,  as 
a  delegate  from  the  Church  of  Antioch,  he  submitted  the  question 
of  the  conditions  upon  which  the  Gentiles  were  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Church,  and  tacitly  accepted  their  decision.  Even  if  it 
be  assumed  that  the  Apostle  makes  this  slight  passing  allusion  to 
some  meeting  different  from  his  conference  with  the  pillar  Apostles, 
it  could  not  have  been  a  general  congress  assembled  for  the  pur- 
pose stated  in  the  Acts  and  characterised  by  such  proceedings. 
The  discrepancy  between  the  two  narratives  is  not  lessened  by  any 
supposed  indication  either  in  the  Epistle  or  in  the  Acts  of  other 
incidents  than  those  actually  described.  The  suggestion  that  the 
dispute  about  Titus  involved  some  publicity  does  not  avail,  for  the 
greater  the  publicity  and  importance  of  the  episode  the  greater 
the  difficulty  of  explaining  the  total  silence  regarding  it  of  the 
author  of  Acts.  The  more  closely  the  two  statements  are  com- 
pared the  more  apparent  does  it  become  that  the  author  describes 
proceedings  which  are  totally  different  in  general  character,  in 

2Z 
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details  and  in  spirit,  from  those  so  vividly  sketched  by  the  Apostle 
Paul. 

We  shall  have  more  to  say  presently  regarding  the  irreconcilable 
contradiction  in  spirit  between  the  whole  account  which  is  given  in 
the  Acts  of  this  Council  and  the  writings  of  Paul ;  but  it  may  be 
more  convenient,  if  less  effective,  if  we,  for  the  present,  take  the 
chief  points  in  the  narrative  as  they  arise  and  consider  how  far 
they  are  supported  or  discredited  by  other  data.  We  shall  refer 
later  to  the  manner  in  which  the  question  which  leads  to  the 
Council  is  represented  as  arising,  and  at  once  proceed  to  the 
speech  of  Peter.  After  there  had  been  much  disputation  as  to 
whether  the  Gentile  Christians  must  necessarily  be  circumcised 
and  required  to  observe  the  Mosaic  law,  it  is  stated  that  Peter 
rose  up  and  said :  xv.  7.,  "  Men  (and)  brethren,  ye  know  that  a 
good  while  ago  God  made  choice  among  you  that  the  Gentiles  by 
my  mouth  should  hear  the  word  of  the  Gospel  and  believe.  8. 
And  God  which  knoweth  the  hearts  bafe  them  witness,  giving 
them  the  Holy  Spirit  even  as  unto  us ;  9.  and  put  no  distinction 
between  us  and  them,  having  purified  their  hearts  by  the  faith. 
10.  Now,  therefore,  why  tempt  ye  God,  to  put  a  yoke  upon  the 
neck  of  the  disciples  which  neither  our  fathers  nor  we  were  able 
to  bear?  11.  But  by  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  we  believe  we 
are  saved  even  as  also  they."'  The  liberality  of  the  sentiments 
thus  put  into  the  mouth  of  Peter  requires  no  demonstration,  and 
there  is  here  an  explicit  expression  of  convictions,  which  we  must, 
from  his  own  words,  consider  to  be  the  permanent  and  mature 
views  of  the  Apostle,  dating,  as  they  do,  "  from  ancient  days  " 
(d(f>  r)fi€pi!}v  dpxoLi'fov)  and  originating  in  so  striking  and  supernatural 
a  manner.  We  may,  therefore,  expect  that,  whenever  we  meet 
with  an  authentic  record  of  Peter's  opinions  and  conduct  else- 
where, they  should  exhibit  the  impress  of  such  advanced  and 
divinely-imparted  views.  The  statement  which  Peter  makes,  that 
God  had  a  good  while  before  selected  him  that  the  Gentiles  by  his 
voice  should  hear  the  Gospel,  is,  of  course,  a  reference  to -the  case 
of  Cornelius,  and  this  unites  the  fortunes  of  the  speech  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Council  with  that  episode.  We  have  seen  how 
little  ground  there  is  for  considering  that  narrative,  with  its 
elaborate  tissue  of  miracles,  historical.  The  speech  which  adopts 
it  is  thus  discredited,  and  all  other  circumstances  confirm  the 
conclusion  that  the  speech  is  not  authentic.  If  the  naipe  of  Peter 
were  erased  and  that  of  Paul  substituted,  the  sentiments  expressed 
would  be  singularly  appropriate.  We  should  have  the  divinely- 
appointed  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  advocating  complete  immunity 
from   the   Mosaic   law,   and   enunciating   Pauline    principles    in 

'  Acts.  XV.  7-1 1. 
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peculiarly  Pauline  terms.  When  Peter  declares  that  "  God  put  no 
distinction  between  us  (Jews)  and  them  (Gentiles),  purifying  their 
hearts  by  faith,"  but  by  the  grace  (x^P^^)  o^  ^^ir  Ijord  Jesus 
Christ  we  believe  we  are  saved  even  as  also  they,"  do  we  not  hear 
Paul's  sentiments,  so  elaborately  expressed  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Romans  and  elsewhere  ?  "  For  there  is  no  difference  between  Jew 
and  Greek ;  for  the  same  Lord  of  all  is  rich  unto  all  that  call  upon 
him.      For  whosoever  shall  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall 

be  saved'** "justified  freely  by  his  grace  (x^^^)  through  the 

redemption  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus."3  And  when  Peter  exclaims, 
"  Why  tempt  ye  God  to  put  a  yoke  (fvyos)  upon  the  neck  of  the 
disciples  which  neither  our  fathers  nor  we  were  able  to  bear  ?"  have 
we  not  rather  a  paraphrase  of  the  words  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Galatians  ?  "  With  liberty  Christ  made  us  free  ;  stand  fast,  there- 
fore, and  be  not  entangled  again  in  a  yoke  (fvyo?)  of  bondage. 
Behold,  I  Paul  say  unto  you  that,  if  ye  be  circumcised,  Christ  will 
profit  you  nothing.      But  I  testify  again  to  every  man  who  is 

circumcised  that  he  is  a  debtor  to  do  the  whole  law^ For  as 

many  as  are  of  works  of  law  are  under  a  curse,"  etc.s  These  are 
only  a  few  sentences  of  which  the  speech  in  Acts  is  an  echo,  but 
no  attentive  reader  can  fail  to  perceive  that  it  contains  in  germ  the 
whole  of  Pauline  universalism. 

From  the  Pauline  author  of  the  Acts  this  might  fairly  be  ex- 
pected, and,  if  we  linguistically  examine  the  speech,  we  have 
additional  evidence  that  it  is  simply,  like  others  which  we  have 
considered,  a  composition  from  his  own  pen.^  It  cannot  be 
doubted  that  the  language  is  that  of  the  author  of  the  Acts,  and 
no  serious  attempt  has  ever  been  made  to  show  that  it  is  the 
language  of  Peter.  If  it  be  asserted  that,  in  the  form  before  us,  it 
is  a  translation,  there  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  to  support  the 
assertion  ;  and  it  has  to  contend  with  the  unfortunate  circumstance 
that,  in  the  supposed  process,  the  words  of  Peter  have  not  only 
become  the  words  of  the  author,  but  his  thoughts  the  thoughts  of 
Paul. 

We  may  now  inquire  whether  we  find  in  authentic  records  of 
the  Apostle  Peter's  conduct  and  views  any  confirmation  of  the 
liberality  which  is  attributed  to  him  in  the  Acts.  He  is  here 
represented  as  proposing  the  emancipation  of  Gentile  converts 
from  the  Mosaic  law  :  does  this  accord  with  the  statements  of  the 

'  Cf.  Rom.  iv.  13. 

'  Rom.  X.  12,  13  ;  cf.  Gal.  iiL  26  f .  :  "  For  ye  are  all  sons  of  God  throagh 

£Eiith  in  Christ  Jesus  ; There  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek  ; for  ye  are  all  one 

man  in  Christ  Jesos.^' 

3  Romi  iii.  24.  ^  Gal.  v.  1-3.  s  /^.^  iij.  10. 

^  The  linguistic  analysb  will  be  found  in  the  complete  edition,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  239-241. 
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Apostle  Paul  and  with  such  information  as   we   can   elsewhere 
gather  regarding  Peter  ?     Very  much  the  contrary. 

Peter  in  this  speech  claims  that,  long  before,  God  had  selected 
him  to  make  known  the  Gospel  to  the  Gentiles,  but  Paul  emphati- 
cally distinguishes  him  as  the  Apostle  of  the  Circumcision ;  and 
although,  accepting  facts  which  had  actually  taken  place  and  could 
not  be  prevented,  Peter  with  James  and  John  gave  Paul  ri^bt 
hands  of  fellowship,  he  remained,  as  he  had  been  before,  Apostle 
of  the  Circumcision,'  and,  as  we  shall  see,  did  not  practise  the 
liberality  which  he  is  said  to  have  preached.     Very  shortly  after 
the  Council  described  in  the  Acts,  there  occurred  the  celebrated 
dispute   between  him   and   Paul   which   the  latter  proceeds    to 
describe  immediately  after  the  visit  to  Jerusalem  :  **  But  when 
Cephas  came  to  Antioch,"  he  writes,  "  I  withstood  him  to  the  face, 
for  he  was  condemned.     For  before  certain  came  from  James,  he 
did  eat  with  the  Gentiles  ;  but  when  they  came,  he  withdrew  and 
separated  himself,  fearing  those  of  the  Circumcision.     And  the 
other  Jews  also  joined   in   his  hypocrisy,  insomuch   that   even 
Barnabas  was  carried  away  with  their  hypocrisy.     But  when  I  saw 
that  they  walked  not  uprightly  according  to  the  truth  of  the  Gospel, 
I  said  unto  Cephas  before  all :  If  thou  being  a  Jew  livest  (ii^) 
after  the  manner  of  Gentiles  and  not  after  the  manner  of  Jews» 
how  compellest   (avayicafcis)   thou   the  Gentiles    to    adopt    the 
customs  of  the  Jews  ?  (iovBat(€iv)  "» 

It  is  necessary  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  significance  of  Peter's 
conduct  and  of  Paul's  rebuke,  regarding  which  there  is  some 
difference  of  opinion.  3  Are  we  to  understand  from  this  that  Peter, 
as'  a  general  rule,  at  Antioch  and  elsewhere,  with  enlightened 
emancipation  from  Jewish  prejudices,  lived  as  a  Gentile  and  in  full 
communion  with  Gentile  Christians  ?^  Meyer^  and  others  argue 
that,  by  the  use  of  the  present  £^s,  the  Apostle  indicates  a  con- 
tinuous practice  based  upon  principle,  and  that  the  (rjv  is  not 
the  mere  moral  life,  but  includes  the  external  social  observances  of 
Christian  community ;  the  object,  in  fact,  being  to  show  that  upon 
principle  Peter  held  the  advanced  liberal  views  of  Paul,  and  that 
the  fault  which  he  committed  in  withdrawing  from  free  intercourse 
with  the  Gentile  Christians  was  momentary,  and  merely  the  result 
of  *'  occasional  timidity  and  weakness."     This  theory  cannot  bear 

'  GaL  ii.  7  f.  »  Id.,  ii.  11-14. 

3  Cf.  Lightfoot,  5/.  PiwTs  Ep,  to  the  Gal.,  338. 

4  Hilgenfeld  argues  that  in  speaking;  of  *'  eating  with  them  "  Paul  refers  to 
the  Agape,  the  meals  of  the  Christians  which  had  a  religious  significance. 
Althougn  this  is  well  worthy  of  consideration,  it  is  not  necessary  for  us  here  to 
go  into  the  question  (cf.  Galaterbrief^  p.  59  f.  ;  Zeitschr,  wiss,  Tk,,  1858, 
p.  87  f.). 

5  Br,  an  (He  Gal,,  i^f. 
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the  test  of  exammaticm.  The  account  of  Paul  is  clearly  this : 
when  Cephas  came  to  Antioch^  the  stronghold  of  Gentile  Chris- 
tianity, before  certain  men  came  from  James^  he  ate  with  the  Gentiles, 
but  as  soon  as  these  emissaries  arrived  he  withdrew,  *' fearing  those 
of  the  circumcision."  Had  his  normal  custom  been  to  live  like 
th^  Gentiles,  how  is  it  possible  that  he  could,  on  this  occasion 
only,  have  feared  those  of  the  circumcision  ?  His  practice  must 
have  been  notorious ;  and  had  he,  moreover,  actually  expressed 
such  opinions  in  the  congress  of  Jerusalem,  his  confession  of  faith 
having  been  so  publicly  made,  and  so  unanimously  approved  by 
the  Church,  there  could  not  have  been  any  conceivable  cause  for 
such  timidity.  The  fact  evidently  is,  on  the  contrary,  that  Peter, 
under  the  influence  of  Paul,  was  induced  for  the  time  to  hold  free 
communion  with  the  Gentile  Christians;  but  as  soon  as  the 
emissaries  of  James  appeared  on  the  scene  he  became  alarmed  at 
this  departure  from  his  principles,  and  fell  back  again  into  his 
normal  practice.  If  the  present  ^%  be  taken  to  indicate  con- 
tinuous habit  of  life,  the  present  awyKcffci?  very  much  more  than 
neutralises  it.  Paul  with  his  usual  uncompromising  frankness 
rebukes  the  vacillation  of  Peter ;  by  adopting  even  for  a  time 
fellowship  with  the  Gentiles,  Peter  has  practically  recognised  its 
validity,  has  been  guilty  of  hypocrisy  in  withdrawing  from  his  con- 
cession on  the  arrival  of  the  followers  of  James,  and  is  condemned ; 
but  after  such  a  concession  he  cannot  Intimately  demand  that 
Gentile  converts  should  "judaise."  It  is  obvious  that  whilst  Peter 
lived  as  a  Gentile  he  could  not  have  been  compelling  the  Gentiles 
to  adopt  Judaism.  Paul,  therefore,  in  saying,  "  Why  compellest 
thou  (amyicofcis)  the  Gentiles  to  adopt  the  customs  of  the 
Jews?  (lovAitfciv),"  very  distinctly  intimates  that  the  normal 
practice  of  Peter  was  to  compel  Gentile  Christians  to  adopt 
Judaism.  There  is  no  escaping  this  conclusion,  for,  after  all 
specious  reasoning  to  the  contrary  is  exhausted,  there  remains  the 
simple  fact  that  Peter,  when  placed  in  a  dilemma  on  the  arrival  of 
the  emissaries  of  James,  and  forced  to  decide  whether  he  will 
continue  to  live  as  a  Gentile  or  as  a  Jew,  adopts  the  latter  alterna- 
tive, and,  as  Paul  tells  us,  "  compels  "  (in  the  present)  the  Gentiles 
to  judaise.  A  stronger  indication  of  his  views  could  scarcely  have 
been  given.  Not  a  word  is  said  which  implies  that  Peter  yielded 
to  the  vehement  protests  of  Paul,  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  must  un- 
doubtedly conclude  that  he  did  not;  for  it  is  impossible  to  suppose 
that  Paul  would  not  have  stated  a  fact  so  pertinent  to  his  argu- 
ment, had  the  elder  Apostle  been  induced  by  his  remonstrance  to 
walk  uprightly  according  to  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  which  Paul 
preached,  and  both  to  teach  and  practise  Christian  universalism. 
We  shall  have  abundant  reason,  apart  from  this,  to  conclude  that 
Peter  did  not  yield,  and  it  is  no  false  indication  of  this  that,  a 
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century  after,  we  find  the  Clementine  Homiiks  expressing  the 
bitterness  of  the  Petrine  party  against  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles 
for  this  very  rebuke,  and  representing  Peter  as  following  his 
course  from  city  to  city  for  the  purpose  of  refuting  PauFs  unortho- 
dox teaching. 

It  is  contended  that  Peter's  conduct  at  Antioch  is  in  harmopy 
with  his  denial  of  his  master  related  in  the  Gospels,  and,  tharefore, 
that  such  momentary  and  characteristic  weakness  might  well  have 
been  displayed  even  after  his  adoption  of  liberal  principles. 
Those  who  argue  in  this  way  forget  that  the  denial  of  Jesus,  as 
described  in  the  Gospels,  proceeded  from  the  fear  of  death,  aiKl 
that  such  a  reply  to  a  merely  compromising  question,  which  did 
not  directly  involve  principles,  is  a  very  different  thing  from 
conduct  like  that  at  Antioch,  where,  under  one  influence,  a  line 
of  action  was  temporarily  adopted  which  ratified  views  upon  which 
the  opinion  of  the  Church  was  divided,  and  then  abandoned 
merely  from  fear  of  the  disapproval  of  those  of  the  circumcision. 
The  author  of  the  Acts  passes  over  this  altercation  in  complete 
silence.  No  one  has  ever  called  in  question  the  authenticity  of 
the  account  which  Paul  gives  of  it.  If  Peter  had  the  courage  to 
make  such  a  speech  at  the  Council  in  the  very  capital  of  Judaic 
Christianity,  and  in  the  presence  of  James  and  the  whole  Church, 
how  could  he  possibly,  from  fear  of  a  few  men  from  Jerusalem, 
have  shown  such  pusillanimity  in  Anrioch,  where  Paul  and  the 
mass  of  Christians  supported  him  ?  If  the  unanimous  decision  of 
the  Council  had  really  been  a  fact,  how  easily  he  might  have 
silenced  any  objections  by  an  appeal  to  that  which  had  "  seemed 
good  to  the  Holy  Spirit "  and  to  the  Church  !  But  there  is  not 
the  slightest  knowledge  of  the  Council  and  its  decree  betrayed 
either  by  those  who  came  from  James,  or  by  Peter,  or  Paul. 
The  episode  at  Antioch  is  inconsistent  with  the  conduct  and 
words  ascribed  to  Peter  in  the  Acts,  and  contradicts  the  narrative 
in  the  fifteenth  chapter  which  we  are  examining. 

The  author  of  the  Acts  states  that,  after  Peter  had  spoken,  "  all 
the  multitude  kept  silence  and  were  hearing  Barnabas  and  Paul 
declaring  what  signs  and  wonders  God  had  wrought  among  the 
Gentiles  by  them."'  We  shall  not  at  present  pause  to  consider 
this  statement,  nor  the  rdU  which  Paul  is  made  to  play  in  the 
whole  transaction,  beyond  pointing  out  that,  on  an  occasion  when 
such  a  subject  as  the  circumcision  of  the  Gentiles  and  their 
subjection  to  the  Mosaic  law  was  being  discussed,  nothing  could 
be  more  opposed  to  nature  than  to  suppose  that  a  man  like  the 
author  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians  could  have  assumed  so 
passive  and  subordinate  an  attitude.     After  Barnabas  and  Paul 

'   XV.   12. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE  SPEECH  OF  JAMES  711 


had  spoken,  James  is  represented  as  saying:  "  Men  (and)  brethren, 
hear  me.  Simeon  declaured  how  (5od  at  first  did  visit  the  Gentiles, 
to  take  out  of  them  a  people  for  his  name.  And  with  this  agree 
the  words  of  the  prophets;  as  it  is  written:  *  After  this  I  will 
return,  and  will  build  again  the  tabernacle  of  David  which  has 
fallen  down;  and  I  will  build  again  the  ruins  thereof,  and  will 
set  it  up :  that  the  residue  of  men  may  seek  after  the  Lord,  and 
all  the  Gentiles,  upon  whom  my  name  has  been  called,  saith  the 
Lord  who  doeth  these  things,  known  from  the  beginning.'  Where- 
fore, I  judge  that  we  trouble  not  those  from  among  the  Gentiles 
who  are  turning  to  God ;  but  that  we  write  unto  them  that  they 
abstain  from  the  pollutions  of  idols,  and  from  fornication,  and 
from  things  strangled,  and  from  blood.  For  Moses  from  genera- 
tions of  old  hath  in  every  city  those  who  preach  him,  being  read 
in  the  synagogues  every  Sabbath."'  There  are  many  reasons  for 
which  this  speech  also  must  be  pronounced  inau  then  tic.  It  may 
be  observed,  in  passing,  that  James  completely  disregards  the 
statement  which  Barnabas  and  Paul  are  supposed  to  make  as  to 
what  God  had  wrought  by  them  among  the  Gentiles;  and, 
ignoring  their  intervention,  he  directly  refers  to  the  preceding 
speech  of  Peter  claiming  to  have  first  been  selected  to  convert 
the  Gentiles.  We  shall  reserve  discussion  of  the  conditions  which 
James  proposes  to  impose  upon  Gentile  Christians  till  we  come  to 
the  apostolic  decree  which  embodies  them. 

The  precise  signification  of  the  sentence  with  which  (verse  21) 
he  concludes  has  been  much  debated,  but  need  not  detain  us 
long.  Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  liberal  part  of  the  speech,  it 
is  obvious  that  the  author  has  been  more  true  to  the  spint  of  the 
time  in  conceiving  this  and  other  portions  of  it  than  in  composing 
the  speech  of  Peter.  The  continued  observance  of  the  Mosaic 
ritual,  and  the  identity  of  the  synagc^ue  with  the  Christian  Church, 
are  correctly  indicated;  and  when  James  is  again  represented 
(xxi.  20  f.)  as  advising  Paul  to  join  those  who  had  a  vow,  in  order 
to  prove  that  he  himself  walked  orderly  and  was  an  observer  of 
the  law,  and  did  not  teach  the  Jews  to  apostatise  from  Moses  and 
abandon  the  rite  of  circumcision,  he  is  consistent  in  his  portrait. 
It  is  nevertheless  clear  that,  however  we  may  read  the  restrictions 
which  James  proposes  to  impose  upon  Gentile  Christians,  the 
author  of  Acts  intends  them  to  be  considered  as  a  most  liberal 
and  almost  complete  concession  of  immunity.  "I  judge,"  he 
makes  James  say,  "  that  we  trouble  not  those  from  among  the 
Gentiles  who  are  turning  to  God";  and  again,  on  the  second 
occasion  of  which  we  have  just  been  speaking,  in  referring  to  the 
decree,  a  contrast*  is  drawn  between  the    Christian   Jews,  from 


•  Acts  XV.  13-20. 
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whom  observance  of  the  law  is  demanded,  and  the  Gentiles,  who 
are  only  expected  to  follow  the  prescriptions  of  the  decree. 

James  is  represented  as  supporting  thd  statement  of  Peter  how 
God  visited  the  Gentiles  by  "  the  words  of  the  Prophets,"  quoting 
a  passage  from  Amos  ix.  ii,  12.     It  is  difficult  to  see  how  the 
words,  even  as  quoted,  apply  to  the  case  at  all ;  but  this   is 
immaterial.    Loose  reasoning  can  certainly  not  be  taken  as  a  niark 
of  inauthenticity.      It  is  much   more  to  the -point  that  James, 
addressing  an  assemby  of  Apostles  and  elders  in  Jerusalem,  quotes 
the  prophet  Amos  freely  from  the  Septuagint  version,'  which  differs 
widely  in  the  latter  and  more  important  part  from  the  Hebrew 
text.     The  passage  in  the  Hebrew  reads:  ix.  11.  "In  that  day 
will  I  raise  up  the  tabernacle  of  David  that  is  fallen,  and  close  up 
the  breaches  thereof;  and  I  will  raise  up  his  ruins,  and  I  will  build 
it  as  in  the  days  of  old,  12.  that  they  may  possess  the  remnant  of 
Edom,  and  of  all  the  heathen  upon  whom  my  name  is  called, 
saith  the  Lord  that  doeth  this."    The  authors  of  the  Septuagint 
version  altered  the  twelfth  verse  into :  "  That  the  residue  of  men 
may  seek  after  the  Lord  and  all  the  Gentiles  upon  whom  my  name 
is  called,  saith  the  Lord  who  doeth  these  things."    It  is  perfectly 
clear  that  the  prophet  does  not,  in  the  original,  say  what  James  is 
here  represented  as  stating,  and  that  his  own  words  refer  to  the 
national   triumph  of  Israel,  and  not  to  the  conversion  of  the 
Gentiles.     Amos,  in  fact,  prophesies  that  the  Lord  will  restore  the 
former  power  and  glory  of  Israel,  and  that  the  remnant  of  Edom 
and  the  other  nations  of  the  theocracy  shall  be  re-united,  as  they 
were  under  David.     No  one  questions  the  fact  that  the  originsd 
prophecy  is  altered.     The  question  as  to  whether  James  or  the 
author  of  the  Acts  is  responsible  for  the  adoption  of  the  Septuagint 
version  is  felt  to  be  a  serious  problem.     Some  critics  affirm  that  in 
all  probability  James  must  have  spoken  in  Aramaic ;  whilst  others 
maintain  that  he  delivered  this  address  in  Greek.    In  the  one  case, 
it  is  supposed  that  he  quoted  the  original  Hebrew,  and  that  the 
author  of  the  Acts,  or  the  document  from  which  he  derived  his 
report,  may  have  used  the  Septuagint ;    and   in  the  other,  it  is 
suggested  that  the  LXX.  may  have  had  another  and  more  correct 
reading  before  them,  for  it  is  supposed   impossible  that  James 
himself  could  have  quoted  a  version  which  was  actually  different 
from  the  original  Hebrew.     These  and  many  other  similar  explana- 
tions, into  which  we  need  not  go,  do  little  to  remove  the  difficulty 
presented  by  the  fact  itself.     To  suppose  that  our  Hebrew  texts 
are  erroneous  in  order  to  justify  the  speech  is  a  proceeding  which 

'  "St.  James  and  St.  Luke  adopt  that  version  as  not  contrary  to  the  mind  of 
the  Spirit,  and  indeed  as  expressing  that  mind,"  etc.  (Wordsworth,  Gk,  Test,, 
The  Ads,  p.  113). 
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does  not  require  remark.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  Acts 
the  Septuagint  is  always  employed  in  quotations  from  the  Old 
Testament,  and  that  this  is  by  no  means  the  only  place  in  which 
that  version  is  used  when  it  departs  from  the  original  It  is 
difficult  to  conceive  that  any  intelligent  Jew  could  have  quoted  the 
Hebrew  of  this  passage  to  support  a  proposal  to  free  Gentile 
Christians  from  the  necessity  of  circumcision  and  the  observance 
of  the  Mosaic  Law.  It  is  equally  difficult  to  suppose  that  James, 
a  bigoted  leader  of  the  Judaistic  party  and  the  head  of  the  Church 
at  Jerusalem,  could  have  quoted  the  Septuagint  version  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  differing  from  the  Hebrew,  to  such  an  assembly. 
It  is  usel^  to  examine  here  the  attempts  to  make  the  passage 
quoted  a  correct  interpretation  of  the  prophet's  meaning,  or 
seriously  to  consider  the  proposition  that  this  alteration  of  a 
prophetic  utterance  is  adopted  as  better  expressing  "  the  mind  of 
the  Spirit."  If  the  original  prophecy  did  not  express  that  mind,  it 
is  rather  late  to  amend  the  utterances  of  the  prophets  in  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles. 

Linguistic  analysis'  confirms  the  conclusicMi  that  the  speech  of 
James  at  the  Council  proceeds  likewise  from  the  pen  of  the 
general  author,  and  the  incomprehensible  liberality  of  the  senti- 
ments expressed,  as  well  as  the  peculiarity  of  the  quotation 
from  Amos  according  to  the  Septus^int,  thus  receive  at  once 
their  simple  explanation. 

If  we  now  compare  the  account  of  James's  share  in  granting 
liberal  conditions  to  Gentile  Christians  with  the  statements  of 
Paul,  we  arrive  at  the  same  result.  It  is  in  consequence  of 
the  arrival  of  "  certain  men  from  James  "  (nvas  dvo  'laKiafiov)  that 
Peter,  through  fear  of  them,  withdrew  from  communion  with  the 
Gentiles.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  whole  discussion  is 
said  to  have  arisen  in  Antioch  originally  from  the  Judaistic 
teaching  of  certain  men  who  came  "from  Judaea,"  who  are 
disowned  in  the  apostolic  letter."  It  is  unfortunate,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  that  so  many  of  those  who  systematically  opposed 
the  work  of  the  Apostle  Paul  claimed  to  represent  the  views  of 
James  and  the  mother  Church.3  The  contradiction  of  the  author 
of  the  Acts,  with  his  object  of  conciliation,  has  but  small  weight 

'  The  linguistic  analysis  will  be  found  in  the  complete  edition,  vol.  iii, 
PR.  252-254. 

^  Acts  XV.  24. 

3  **  Of  the  Judaiscrs  who  are  denounced  in  St.  Paul's  Epistles  this  much 
is  certain,  that  they  exalted  the  authority  of  the  Apostles  of  the  Circumcision  ; 
and  that,  in  some  instances  at  least,  as  members  of  the  mother  Church,  they 
had  direct  relations  with  James,  the  Lord*s  brother.  But  when  we  attempt  to 
define  those  relations  we  are  lost  in  a  maze  of  conjecture"  (Lightfoot,  £p.  to 
tite  GaL,  p.  353). 
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before  the  statements  of  Paul  and  the  whole  voice  of  tradition. 
At  any  rate,  almost  immediately  after  the  so-called   Apostolic 
Council,  with  its  decree  adopted  mainly  at  the  instigation    of 
James,  his  emissaries  caused  the  defection  of  Peter  in  Anrioch 
and  the  rupture  with  Paul.     It  is  generally  admitted,  in  the  face 
of  the  clear  affirmation  of  Paul,  that  the  men  in  question  must  in 
all  probability  have  been  actually  sent  by  James.     It  is  obvious 
that,  to  justify  the  fear  of  so  leading  an  apostle  as  Peter,   not 
only  must  they  have  been  thus  deputed,  but   must  have    been 
infliiential  men,  rq)resenting  authoritative  and  prevalent  Judaistic 
opinions.     We  shall  not  attempt   to   divine  the  object  of   their 
mission,  but  we  may  say  that  it  is  impossible  to  separate  them 
from   the   Judaistic  teachers  who   urged  circumcision   upon    the 
Galatian   Christians  and   opposed   the  authority  of  the   Af>ostle 
Paul.     Not  pursuing  this  further  at  present,  however,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  effect  produced  by  these  emissaries  is  quite  incompatible 
with  the  narrative  that,  so  short  a  time  before,  James  and  the 
Church  of  Jerusalem  had   unanimously  promulgated  conditions, 
under  which   the   Gentile   Christians  were  freely  admitted    into 
communion,  and  which  fully  justified  Peter  in  eating  with  them. 
The  incident  at  Antioch,  as  connected  with  James  as  well  as  with 
Peter,  excludes  the  supposition  that  the  account  of  the  Council 
contained  in  the  Acts  can  be  considered  historical. 

The  Apostolic  letter  embodying  the  decree  of  the  Council  now 
demands  our  attention.  It  seemed  good  to  the  Apostles  and  the 
elders  with  the  whole  Church  to  choose  two  leading  men  among 
the  brethren,  and  to  send  them  to  Antioch  with  Paul  and  Barnabas, 
and  they  wrote  by  them  (xv.  23) :  "The  Apostles  and  brethren 
which  are  elders  unto  the  brethren  which  are  of  the  Gentiles  in 
Antioch  and  Syria  and  Cilicia,  greeting.  24.  Forasmuch  as  we 
heard  that  certain  which  went  out  from  us  troubled  you  with  words, 
subverting  your  souls,  to  whom  we  gave  no  commandment,  25.  it 
seemed  good  unto  us,  having  become  of  one  mind,  to  choose 
out  and  send  men  unto  you  with  our  beloved  Barnabas  and 
Paul,  26.  men  that  have  given  up  their  lives  for  the  name  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  27.  We  have,  therefore,  sent  Judas  and 
Silas,  who  shall  also  tell  you  the  same  things  by  word  of  mouth. 
28.  For  it  seemed  good  to  the  Holy  Spirit  and  to  us  to  lay 
upon  you  no  greater  burden  than  these  necessary  things :  29. 
that  ye  abstain  from  meats  offered  to  idols,  and  from  blood,  a^d 
from  things  strangled,  and  from  fornication :  from  which  if  ye 
keep  yourselves  ye  shall  do  well.  Fare  ye  well."  It  is  argued  that 
the  simplicity  of  this  composition,  its  brevity  and  the  absence  of 
hierarchical  tendency,  prove  the  authenticity  and  the  originality  of 
the  epistle.  Nothing,  however,  could  be  more  arbitrary  than  to 
assert  that  the  author  of  the  Acts,  composing  a  letter  supposed  to 
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be  written  under  the  circumstances,  would  have  written  one 
different  from  this.  We  shall,  on  the  contrary,  see  good  reason 
for  affirming  that  he  actually  did  compose  it,  and  that  it  bears 
the  obvious  impress  of  his  style.  Besides,  Zeller'  has  pointed  out 
that,  in  a  document  affirmed  to  be  so  removed  from  all  calculation 
or  object,  verse  26  could  hardly  have  found  a  plac6.  The  refer- 
ence to  "  our  beloved  "  Barnabas  and  Paul,  as  "  men  that  have 
given  up  their  lives  for  the  name  of  our  Ix)rd  Jesus  Christ,"  is 
scarcely  consistent  with  the  primitive  brevity  and  simplicity  which 
are  made  the  basis  of  such  an  argument. 

In  the  absence  of  better  evidence.  Apologists  grasp  at  extremely 
slight  indications  of  authenticity,  and  of  this  nature  seems  to  us 
the  mark  of  genuineness  which  Bleek  and  others^  consider  that 
they  find  in  the  fact  that  the  name  of  Barnabas  is  placed  before 
that  of  Paul  in  this  document.  It  is  maintained  that,  from  the 
13th  chapter,  the  author  begins  to  give  the  precedence  to 
Paul,  but  that,  in  reverting  to  the  former  order,  the  synodal  letter 
gives  evidence  both  of  its  antiquity  and  genuineness.  If  any 
weight  could  be  attached  to  such  an  indication,  it  is  unfortunate 
for  this  argument  that  the  facts  are  not  as  stated,  for  the  order 
"  Barnabas  and  Paul "  occurs  at  xiv.  12  and  14,  and  even  in  the 
very  account  of  the  Council  at  xv.  12.  The  two  names  are  men- 
tioned together  in  the  Acts  sixteen  times,  Barnabas  being  named 
first  eight  times  (xi.  30,  xii.  25,  xiii.  i,  2,  7,  xiv.  12,  14,  xv.  12), 
and  Paul  as  frequently  (xiii.  43,  46,  50,  xv.  2  twice,  22,  25,  35). 
Apologists  like  Lekebusch^  and  Oertel*  reject  Bleek's  argument. 
The  greeting  x«'/>€'*'»  with  which  the  letter  opens,  and  which, 
amongst  the  Epistles  of  the  New  Testament,  is  only  found  in  that 
bearing  the  name  of  James  (i.  i),  is  said  to  be  an  indication  that 
the  letter  of  the  Council  was  written  by  James  himself.  Before 
such  an  argument  could  avail,  it  would  be  necessary,  though 
difficult,  to  prove  the  authenticity  of  the  Epistle  of  James,  but  we 
need  not  enter  upon  such  a  question.  x(fiip€Lv  is  the  ordinary 
Greek  form  of  greeting  in  all  epistles, ^  and  the  author  of  Acts,  who 
writes  purer  Greek  than  any  other  writer  in  our  Canon,  naturally 
adopts  it.  Not  only  does  he  do  so  here,  but  he  makes  use 
of  the  same  x^'V^*^'  in  the  letter  of  the  chief  captain  Lysias 
(xxiii.  26),^  which  also  evidently  proceeds  from  his  hand.     More- 

»  Apostelgeseh. ,  246  f. 

»  Bleek,  Einl.y  p.  349  ;  Baumgarten,  Apg,^  p.  470  f.  ;  Ewald,  Gesch,  V. 
Isr.f  vL,  p.  440,  anm. ;  Gloag,  Acts,  ii.,  p.  89  f. ;  Lange,  Das  ap,  Z.,  ii.,  p.  189  ; 
Meyer,  Apg,,  p.  345  f. 

3  Die  Aposteigesch.,  p.  316.  *  Panlus  in  D.  Apostelgesch.,  1868,  p.  227. 

5  Wclslein  quotes  Arlemidorus  {Oneir,^  iii.  44):  fStoi'  irdtriy?  ^irto-roX^*  rh 
Xa.ip€tp  Kal  ipJHOffo  \4yeiv  [Ad  Art,  Apost.,  xv.  2). 

^  This  letter  terminates,  v.  30,  with  the  usaal  i^/tuxro,  according  to  the 
Cod,  Sinaitictts,  E,  G,  and  others ;  A  and  B  omit  it. 
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over,  the  word  is  used  as  a  greeting  in  Luke  i.  28,  and  not  un- 
frequently  elsewhere  in  the  New  Testament,  as  Matt  xxvi.  49, 
xxvii.  29,  xxviii.  9,  Mark  xv.  18,  John  xix.  3,  2  John  10,  11. 
Lekebusch,'  Mever,'  and  Oertels  reject  the  argument,  and  we  may 
add  that,  if  xaipeiv  prove  anything,  it  proves  that  the  author  of 
Acts,  who  uses  the  word  in  the  letter  of  Lysias,  also  wrote  the 
synodal  letter. 

In  what  language  must  we  suppose  that  the  Epistle  was  origi- 
nally written?  Oertel  maintains  an  Aramaic  onginal,^  but  the 
greater  number  of  writers  consider  that  the  original  language  was 
Greek.  It  caimot  be  denied  that  the  composition,  as  it  stands, 
contains  many  of  the  peculiarities  of  style  of  the  author  of 
Acts ;  and  these  are,  indeed,  so  marked  that  even  Apologists  like 
Lekebusch  and  Oertel,  whilst  maintaining  the  substantial  authen- 
ticity of  the  Epistle,  admit  that  at  least  its  actual  form  must  be 
ascribed  to  the  general  author.  The  originality  of  the  form  being 
abandoned,  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  any  ground  for  asserting  the 
originality  and  genuineness  of  the  substance.  That  assertion  rests 
solely  upon  a  vague  traditional  confidence  in  the  author  of  Acts, 
which  is  shown  to  be  without  any  solid  foundation.  The  form  of 
this  Epistle  clearly  professes  to  be  as  genuine  as  the  substance, 
and  if  the  original  language  was  Greek,  there  is  absolutely  no 
reason  why  the  original  letter  should  have  been  altered.  The 
similarity  of  the  construction  to  that  of  the  prologue  to  the  third 
Gospel,  in  which  the  personal  style  of  the  writer  may  be  supposed 
to  have  been  most  unreservedly  shown,  has  long  be&a  admitted:— 


Luke.  i. 

1.  ixeidi^Tcp     ToWol     e1rcx€ffM^^aJ' 
dvaTa^affdcu 

3.     (do^e     Kcifiolf     wapijKoXovSrfKiri 
woATUf  dxpi^s, 
KoOe^^s  <rot  ypd^l/cu. 


Acts  xv. 

24.  exeid^     ijKOu<Fafi€P     6ti    tiw^s 
erdpa^av 

25.  ido^cr  iifup    y€VOfi€Poii  6fiefiv- 


wdpas  xefi^au 


A  more  detailed  lii^istic  examination  of  the  Epistle,  however, 
confirms  the  conclusion  already  stated. 5 

Turning  now  from  the  letter  to  the  spirit  of  this  decree,  we 
must  endeavour  to  form  some  idea  of  its  purport  and  bearing. 
The  first  point  which  should  be  made  clear  is,  that  the  question 
raised  before  the  Council  solely  affected  the  Gentile  converts,  and 
that  the  conditions  contained  in  the  decree  were  imposed  upon 
that  branch  of  the  Church  alone.     No  change  whatever  in  the 

»  Apostelg.,  p.  316.  »  Apostelg.,  p.  345. 

3  Paul,  in  d.  Apg.^  p.  227;  com  p.  Reichc,  Comm.  in  Ep.Jac.^  1833,  p.  i. 

4  Ib.y  p.  227  f.  ;  cf.  Grotius,  Annot.  in  N.  T.  ad  AcL  Ap,,  xv.  23,  who 
takes  x<^P«^  to  be  the  rendering  of  the  Hebrew  salutation  of  Peace. 

5  The  linguistic  analysis  will  be  found  in  the  complete  edition,  vol.  iii.,  p.  26of. 
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position  of  Jewish  Christians  was  contemplated ;  they  were  left 
as  before,  subject  to  the  Mosaic  law.  This  is  very  apparent  in  the 
reference  which  is  made  long  after  to  the  decree,  ch.  xxi.  20  f.,  25, 
when  the  desire  is  expressed  to  Paul  by  James,  who  proposed  the 
decree,  and  the  elders  of  Jerusalem,  that  he  should  prove  to  the 
many  thousands  of  believing  Jews,  all  zealous  of  the  law,  that  he 
did  not  teach  the  Jews  who  were  among  the  Gentiles  apostasy 
from  Moses,  saying  that  they  ought  not  to  circumcise  their 
children,  neither  to  walk  after  the  customs.  Paul,  who  is  likewise 
represented  in  the  Acts  as  circumcising  with  his  own  hand,  after 
the  decision  of  the  Council  had  been  adopted,  Timothy  the  son 
of  a  Greek,  whose  mother  v^as  a  Jewess,  consents  to  give  the  Jews 
of  Jerusalem  the  required  proof.  We  have  already  shown,  at  the 
commencement  of  this  section,  that  nothing  was  further  from  the 
minds  of  the  Jewish  Christians  than  the  supposition  that  the 
obligation  to  observe  the  Mosaic  law  was  weakened  by  the 
adoption  of  Christianity;  and  the  representation  in  the  Acts  is 
certainly  so  far  correct  that  it  does  iK)t  pretend  that  Jewish 
Christians  either  desired  or  sanctioned  any  relaxation  of  Mosaic 
observances  on  the  part  of  believing  Jews.  This  cannot  be  too 
distinctly  remembered  in  considering  the  history  of  primitive 
Christianity.  The  initiatory  rite  was  essential  to  full  participation 
in  the  Covenant  It  was  left  for  Paul  to  preach  the  abrogation  of 
the  law  and  the  abandonment  of  circumcision.  If  the  speech  of 
Peter  seems  to  suggest  the  abrogation  of  the  law  even  for  Jews, 
it  is  only  in  a  way  which  shows  that  the  author  had  no  clear 
historical  fact  to  relate,  and  merely  desired  to  ascribe,  vaguely 
and  indefinitely,  Pauline  sentiments  to  the  Apostle  of  the 
circumcision.  No  remark  is  made  upon  these  strangely  liberal 
expressions  of  Peter,  and  neither  the  proposition  of  James  nor 
the  speech  in  which  he  states  it  takes  the  slightest  notice  of  them. 
The  conduct  of  Peter  at  Antioch  and  the  influence  exercised  by 
James  through  his  emissaries  restore  us  to  historical  ground. 
Whether  the  author  intended  to  represent  that  the  object  of  the 
conditions  of  the  decree  was  to  admit  the  Gentile  Christians  to 
full  communion  with  the  Jewish,  or  merely  to  the  subordinate 
position  of  Proselytes  of  the  Gate,  is  imcertain,  but  it  is  not 
necessary  to  discuss  the  point. 

There  is  not  the  slightest  external  evidence  that  such  a  decree 
ever  existed,  and  the  more  closely  the  details  are  examined  the 
more  evident  does  it  become  that  it  has  no  historical  consistency. 
How,  and  upon  what  principle,  were  these  singular  conditions 
selected?  Their  heterogeneous  chaiacter  is  at  once  apparent, 
but  not  so  the  reason  for  a  combination  which  is  neither  limited 
to  Jewish  customs  nor  sufficiently  representative  of  moral  duties. 
It  has  been  argued,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  prohibitions  of  the 
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apostolic  decree  are  simply  those,  reduced  to  a  necessary  minimum, 
which  were  enforced  in  the  case  of  heathen  converts  to  Juda.tsm, 
who  did  not  join  themselves  fully  to  the  people  of  the  Covenant 
by  submitting  to  circumcision,  but  were  admitted   to  imperfect 
communion  as  Proselytes  of  the  Gate.     The  conditicMis   named, 
however,  do  not  fully  represent  the  rules  framed  for  such  cases, 
and  many  critics  consider  that  the  conditions  imposed,  although 
they  may  have  been  influenced   by  the  Noachian   prescriptions, 
were  rather  moral  duties  which  it  was,  from  special  circumstances, 
thought  expedient  to  specify.     We  shall  presendy  refer  to  some 
of  these  conditions ;  but  bearing  in  mind  the  views  which  were 
dominant  amongst  primitive  Christians,  and  more  especially,  as  is 
obvious,  amongst  the  Christians  of  Jerusalem,  where  this  decree  is 
supposed  to  have  been  unanimously  adopted — bearing  in  mind  the 
teaching  which  is  said  to  have  led  to  the  Council,  th  e  episode  at 
Antioch,  and  the  systematic  Judaistic  opposition  which  retarded 
the  work  of  Paul  and  subsequently  affected  his  reputation,  it  may 
be  instructive  to  point  out  not  only  the  vagueness  which  exists  as 
to  the  position  which  it  was  intended  that  the  Gentiles  should 
acquire,  as  the  effect  of  this  decree,  but  also  its  singular  and  total 
inefficiency.     An  apologetic  writer,  having  of  course  in  his  mind 
the  fact  that  there  is  no  trace  of  the  operation  of  the  decree, 
speaks  of  its  conditions  as  follows :  "  The  miscellaneous  character 
of  these  prohibitions  showed  that,  taken  as  a  whole,  they  had  no 
binding  force  independently  of  the  circumstances  which  dictated 
them.      They  were  a  temporary  expedient   framed    to   meet   a 
temporary  emergency.     Their  object  was  the  avoidance  of  offence 
in  mixed  communities  of  Jew  and  Gentile  converts.     Beyond  this 
recognised  aim  and  general  understanding  implied  therein,  the 
limits   of  their  application   were    not    defined."'      In    fact,  the 
immunity  granted   to   the   Gentiles  was   thus   practically  almost 
unconditional. 

It  is  obvious  that  every  consideration  which  represents  the 
decree  as  more  completely  emancipating  Gentile  Christians 
from  Mosaic  obligations,  and  admitting  them  into  free  communion 
with  believers  amongst  the  Jews,  places  it  in  more  emphatic  con- 
tradiction to  historical  facts  and .  the  statements  of  the  Apostle 
Paul.  The  unanimous  adoption  of  such  a  measure  in  Jerusalem, 
on  the  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other,  the  episode  at  Antioch,  the 
fear  of  Peter,  the  silence  of  Paul,  and  the  attitude  of  James,  became 
perfectly  inconceivable.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  conditions  were 
seriously  imposed  and  really  meant  anything,  a  number  of  diffi- 
culties spring  up  of  which  we  shall  piesentiy  speak.  That  the 
prohibitions,  in  the  opinion  of  the  author  of  the  Acts,  constituted 

'  Lightfoot,  Ep,  to  the  Gai.,  p.  296. 
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a  positive  and  binding  obligation  can  scarcely  be  doubted  by  any- 
one who  considers  the  terms  in  which  they  are  laid  down.  If  they 
are  represented  as  a  concession,  they  are  nevertheless  recognised 
as  a  "  burden,"  and  they  are  distinctly  stated  to  be  the  obligations 
which  "it  seemed  good  to  the  Holy  Spirit"  as  well  as  to  the 
Council  to  impose.  The  qualification,  that  the  restrictive  clauses 
had  no  binding  force  "  independently  of  the  circumstances  which 
dictated  them,"  in  so  far  as  it  has  any  meaning  beyond  the  un- 
necessary declaration  that  the  decree  was  only  applicable  to  the 
class  for  whom  it  was  framed,  seems  to  be  inadmissible.  The 
circumstance  which  dictated  the  decree  was  the  counter-teaching 
of  Jewish  Christians,  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  Gentile  con- 
verts should  be  circumcised  and  keep  the  law  of  Moses.  The 
restrictive  clauses  are  simply  •represented  as  those  which  it  was 
deemed  right  to  impose  ;  and,  as  they  are  stated  without  qualifica- 
tion, it  is  holding  the  decision  of  the  "  Holy  Spirit "  and  of  the 
Church  somewhat  cheap  to  treat  them  as  mere  local  and  temporary 
expedients.  This  is  evidently  not  the  view  of  the  author  of  the 
Acts.  Would  it  have  been  the  view  of  anyone  else  if  it  were  not 
that,  so  far  as  any  external  trace  of  the  decree  is  concerned,  it  is 
an  absolute  myth  ?  The  prevalence  of  practices  to  which  the  four 
prohibitions  point  is  quite  sufficiently  attested  to  show  that,  little 
as  there  is  any  ground  for  considering  that  such  a  decree  was 
framed  in  such  a  manner,  the  restrictive  clauses  are  put  forth  as 
necessary  and  permanently  binding.  The  very  doubt  which  exists 
as  to  whether  the  prohibitions  were  not  intended  to  represent  the 
conditions  imposed  on  Proselytes  of  the  Gate  shows  their  close 
analogy  to  them,  and  it  cannot  be  reasonably  ctsserted  that  the 
early  Christians  regarded  those  conditions  either  as  obsolete  or 
indifferent.  The  decree  is  clearly  intended  to  set  forth  the  terms 
upon  which  Gentile  Christians  were  to  be  admitted  into  com- 
munion, and  undoubtedly  is  to  be  taken  as  applicable  not  merely 
to  a  few  districts,  but  to  the  Gentiles  in  general. 

The  account  which  Paul  gives  of  his  visit  not  only  ignores  any 
such  decree,  but  excludes  it.  In  the  first  place,  taking  into 
account  the  Apostle's  character  and  the  spirit  of  his  Epistle,  it  is 
impossible  to  suppose  that  Paul  had  any  intention  of  submitting,  as 
to  higher  authority,  the  Gospel  which  he  preached,  for  the  judg- 
ment of  the  elder  Apostles  and  of  the  Church  of  Jerusalem. 
Nothing  short  of  this  is  involved  in  the  accoimt  in  the  Acts,  and 
in  the  form  of  the  decree  which  promulgates,  in  an  authoritative 
maimer,  restrictive  clauses  which  "seemed  good  to  the  Holy 
Spirit "  and  to  the  Coimcil.  The  temper  of  the  man  is  well  shown 
in  Paul's  indignant  letter  to  the  Galatians.  He  receives  his 
Gospel,  not  from  men,  but  by  direct  revelation  from  Jesus  Christ; 
and  so  far  is  he  from  submission  of  the  kind  implied  that  he 
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says  :  '*  But  even  though  we,  or  an  angel  from  heaven,  should  preach 
unto  you  any  Gospel  other  than  that  which  we  preached  to  you, 
let  him  be  accursed.  As  we  have  said  before,  so  say  I  now  again : 
If  any  man  preach  any  Gospel  to  you  other  than  that  ye  received, 
let  him  be  accursed."'  That  the  Apostle  here  refers  to  his  own 
peculiar  teaching,  and  does  so  in  contradistinction  to  the  Gospel 
preached  by  the  Judaisers,  is  evident  from  the  preceding  words : 
"  I  marvel  that  ye  are  so  soon  removing  from  him  that  called  you 
in  the  grace  of  Christ  unto  a  different  Gospel;  which  is  not 
another,  only  there  are  some  that  trouble  you,  and  desire  to 
pervert  the  Gospel  of  Christ."*  Passing  from  this,  however,  to  the 
restrictive  clauses  in  general,  how  is  it  possible  that  Paul  could 
state,  as  the  result  of  his  visit,  that  the  "  pillar  "  Apostles  "  com- 
municated nothing  "  after  hearing  his  Gospel,  if  the  four  conditions 
of  this  decree  had  thus  been  authoritatively  "  communicated  "  ? 
On  the  contrary,  Paul  distinctly  adds  that,  in  acknowledging  his 
mission,  but  one  condition  had  been  attached :  *'  Only  that  ive 
should  remember  the  poor ;  which  very  thing  I  also  was  forward 
to  do."  As  one  condition  is  here  mentioned,  why  not  the  others, 
had  any  been  actually  imposed  ?  It  is  argued  that  the  remem- 
brance of  the  poor  of  Jerusalem  which  is  thus  inculcated  was  a 
recommendation  personally  made  to  Paul  and  Barnabas ;  but  it  is 
clear  that  the  Apostle's  words  refer  to  the  result  of  his  communi- 
cation of  his  Gospel,  and  to  the  understanding  under  which  his 
mission  to  the  Gentiles  was  tolerated. 

We  have  already  pointed  out  how  extraordinary  it  is  that  such  a 
decision  of  the  Council  should  not  have  been  referred  to  in 
describing  his  visit,  and  the  more  we  go  into  details  the  more 
striking  and  inexplicable,  except  in  one  way,  is  such  silence.  In 
relating  the  struggle  regarding  the  circumcision  of  Titus,  for 
instance,  and  stating  that  he  did  not  yield,  no,  not  for  an  hour,  to 
the  demands  made  on  the  subject,  is  it  conceivable  that,  if  the 
exemption  of  all  Gentile  Christians  from  the  initiatory  rite  had 
been  unanimously  conceded,  Paul  would  not  have  added  to  his 
statement  about  Titus,  that  not  only  he  himself  had  not  been  com- 
pelled to  give  way  in  this  instance,  but  that  his  representations  had 
even  convinced  those  who  had  been  Apostles  before  him,  and 
secured  the  unanimous  adoption  of  his  own  views  on  the  point  ? 
The  whole  of  this  Epistle  is  a  vehement  and  intensely  earnest 
denunciation  of  those  Judaisers  who  were  pressing  the  necessity  of 
the  initiatory  rite  upon  the  Galatian  converts.3     Is  it  possible  that 

«  Gal.  i.  8,  9.  «  lb,,  L  6,  7. 

3  *«  Turning  from  Antioch  to  Galatia,  we  meet  with  Judaic  teachers  who  urged 
circumcision  on  the  Gentile  converts,  and,  as  the  best  means  of  weakening  the 
authority  of  St.  Paul,  asserted  for  the  Apostles  of  the  Circumcision  the  exclu- 
six-e  right  of  dictating  to  the  Church"  (Lightlbot,  Ep.  to  the  Gal.,  p.  353). 
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the  Apostle  could  have  left  totally  unmentioned  the  fact  that  the 
Apostles  and  the  very  Church  of  Jerusalem  had  actually  declared 
circumcision  to  be  unnecessary?  It  would  not  have  accorded 
with  PauFs  character,  it  is  said,  to  have  appealed  to  the  authority 
of  the  elder  Apostles  or  of  the  Church  in  a  matter  in  which  his 
own  apostolic  authority  and  teaching  were  in  question.  In  that 
case,  how  can  it  be  supposed  that  he  ever  went  at  all  up  to 
Jerusalem  to  the  Apostles  and  elders  about  this  question  ?  If  he 
was  not  too  proud  to  lay  aside  his  apostolic  dignity  and,  represent- 
ing the  Christians  of  Antioch,  to  submit  the  case  to  the  Council  at 
Jerusalem,  and  subsequently  to  deliver  its  decree  to  various  com- 
munities, is  it  consistent  with  reason  or  common  sense  to  assert 
that  he  was  too  proud  to  recall  the  decision  of  that  Council  to  the 
Christians  of  Galatia  ?  It  must,  we  think,  be  obvious  that,  if  such 
an  explanation  of  Paul's  total  silence  as  to  the  decree  be  at  all 
valid,  it  is  absolutely  fatal  to  the  account  of  Paul's  visit  in  the 
Acts.  This  reasoning  is  not  confined  to  the  Epistle  to  the 
Galatians,  but,  as  Paley  points  out,  applies  to  the  other  Epistles  of 
Paul,  in  all  of  which  the  same  silence  is  preserved. 

Moreover,  the  apologetic  explanation  altogether  fails  upon  other 
grounds.  Without  appealing  to  the  decree  as  an  authority,  we 
must  feel  sure  that  the  Apostle  would  at  leiist  have  made  use  of  it 
as  a  logical  refutation  of  his  adversaries.  The  man  who  did  not 
hesitate  to  attack  Peter  openly  for  inconsistency,  and  charge  him 
with  hypocrisy,  would  not  have  hesitated  to  cite  the  decree  as 
evidence,  and  still  less  to  fling  it  in  the  faces  of  those  Judaisers 
who,  so  short  a  time  after  that  decree  is  supposed  to  have  been 
promulgated,  preached  the  necessity  of  circumcision  and  Mosaic 
observances  in  direct  opposition  to  its  terms,  whilst  claiming  to 
represent  the  views  of  the  very  Apostles  and  Church  which  had 
framed  it.  Paul,  who  never  denies  the  validity  of  their  claim, 
would  most  certainly  have  taunted  them  with  gross  inconsistency 
and  retorted  that  the  Church  of  Jerusalem,  the  Apostles,  and  the 
Judaisers  who  now  troubled  him  and  preached  circumcision  and 
the  Mosaic  law  had,  four  or  five  years  previously,  declared,  as  the 
deliberate  decision  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  Council,  that  they 
were  no  longer  binding  on  the  Gentile  converts.  By  such  a  refer- 
ence **  the  discussion  would  have  been  foreclosed."  None  of  the 
reasons  which  are  suggested  to  explain  the  undeniable  fact  that 
there  is  no  mention  of  the  decree  can  really  bear  examination,  and 
that  fact  remains  supported  by  a  great  many  powerful  con- 
siderations, leading  to  the  very  simple  explanation  which 
reconciles  all  difficulties,  that  the  narrative  of  the  Acts  is  not 
authentic. 

We  arrive  at  the  very  same  results  when  we  examine  the  Apostle^s 
references  to  the  practices  which  the  conditions  of  the  decree  were 

3A 
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intended  to  control.  Instead  of  recognising  the  authority  of  the 
decree  or  enforcing  its  prescriptions,  he  does  not  even  allow  us  to 
infer  its  existence,  and  he  teaches  disregard  at  least  of  some  of  its 
restrictions.  The  decree  enjoins  the  Gentile  Christians  to  abstain 
from  meats  offered  to  idols.  Paul  tells  the  Corinthians  to  eat 
whatever  meat  is  sold  in  the  shambles  without  asking  questions 
for  conscience  sake,  for  an  idol  is  nothing  in  the  world,  "  neither 
if  we  eat  are  we  the  better,  nor  if  we  eat  not  are  we  the  worse."* 
It  is  not  conceivable  that  the  Apostle  could  so  completely  have 
ignored  the  prohibition  of  the  decree  if  he  had  actually  submitted 
the  question  to  the  Apostles,  and  himself  so  distinctly  acquiesced 
in  their  decision  as  to  distribute  the  document  amongst  the  various 
communities  whom  he  subsequently  visited.  To  argue  that  the 
decree  was  only  intended  to  have  force  in  Antioch,  and  Syria,  and 
Cilicia,  to  which,  as  the  locality  in  which  the  difficulty  had  arisen 
which  had  originally  led  to  the  Council,  the  decree  was,  in  the 
first  instance,  addressed,  is  highly  arbitrary;  but  when,  proceeding 
further.  Apologists*  draw  a  distinction  between  those  churches 
"  which  had  already  been  founded,  and  which  had  felt  the  pressure 
of  Jewish  prejudice  (Acts  xvi.  4),"  and  "  brotherhoods  afterwards 
formed  and  lying  beyond  the  reach  of  such  influences,"  as  a  reason 
why  no  notice  of  the  decree  is  taken  in  the  case  of  the  Corinthians 
and  Romans,  the  special  pleading  ignores  very  palpable  facts. 
"  Jewish  prejudices  "  are  represented  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles 
themselves  as  being  more  than  usually  strong  in  Corinth.  There 
was  a  Jewish  synagogue  there,  augmented  probably  by  the  Jews 
exf)elled  from  Rome  under  Claudius, 3  and  their  violence  against 
Paul  finally  obliged  him  to  leave  the  place.^  Living  in  the  midst 
of  an  idolatrous  city,  and  much  exposed  to  the  temptations  of 
sacrificial  feasts,  we  might  naturally  expect  excessive  rigour  against 
participation,  on  the  one  hand,  and  perhaps  too  great  indifference, 
on  the  other;  and  this  we  actually  find  to  have  been  the  case.  It 
is  in  consequence  of  questions  respecting  meats  offered  to  idols 
that  Paul  writes  to  the  Corinthians,  and,  whilst  treating  the  matter 
in  itself  as  one  of  perfect  indifference,  merely  inculcates  considera- 
tion for  weak  consciences,  s  It  is  clear  that  there  was  a  decided 
feeling  against  the  practice ;  it  is  clear  that  strong  Jewish  preju- 
dices existed  in  the  Jewish  colony  at  Corinth,  and  wherever  there 
were  Jews  the  eating  of  meats  offered  to  idols  was  an  abomination. 
The  sin  of  Israel  at  Baalpeor*^  lived  in  the  memory  of  the  p)eople, 
and  abstinence  from  such  pollutioh^  was  considered  a  duty.  If 
the  existence   of   such    "  Jewish  prejudices "  was   a  reason  for 

'  I  Cor.  viii.  4  f.,  x.  25  f.     »  Lightfoot,  5/.  PauVs  Ep,  to  the  Gai,,  p.  126  f. 
3  Actsxviii.  2.  ■•  Ib,^  xviii.  6,  12  f.  5  j  Cor.  viii.  1-13,  x.  23  f. 

•  Numb.  XXV.  2  f.  ;  Psalm  cvi.  28.  7  Dan.  i.  8  f.  ^ 
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publishing  the  decree,  we  have,  in  fact,  more  definite  evidence  of  them 
in  Corinth  than  we  have  in  Antioch,  for^  apart  from  this  specific 
mention  of  the  subject  of  eating  sacrificial  meats,  the  two  Apostolic 
letters  abundantly  show  the  existence  and  activity  of  Judaistic 
parties  there,  which  opposed  the  work  of  Paul,  and  desired  to  force 
Mosaic  observances  upon  his  converts.  It  is  impossible  to  admit 
that,  supposing  such  a  decree  to  have  been  promulgated  as  the 
mind  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  there  could  be  any  reason  why  it  should 
have  been  unknown  at  Corinth  so  short  a  time  after  it  was  adopted. 
When,  therefore,  we  find  the  Apostle  not  only  ignoring  it,  but 
actually  declaring  that  to  be  a  matter  of  indifference,  abstinence 
fi-om  which  it  had  just  seemed  good  to  the  Holy  Spirit  to  enjoin, 
the  only  reasonable  conclusion  is  that  Paul  himself  was  totally 
ignorant  of  the  existence  of  any  decree  containing  such  a  prohibi- 
tion. There  is  much  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
TTopvcia  referred  to  in  the  decree,  and  we  need  not  discuss  it ; 
but  in  all  the  Apostle's  homilies  upon  the  subject  there  is  the  same 
total  absence  of  all  allusion  to  the  decision  of  the  Council. 

Nowhere  can  any  practical  result  from  the  operation  of  the 
decree  be  pointed  out,  nor  any  trace  even  of  its  existence.  The 
assertions  and  conjectures,  by  which  those  who  maintain  the 
authenticity  of  the  narrative  in  the  Acts  seek  to  explain  the 
extraordinary  absence  of  all  external  evidence  of  the  decree, 
labour  under  the  disadvantage  of  all  attempts  to  account  for  the 
total  failure  of  effects  from  a  supposed  cause,  the  existence  of 
which  is  in  reality  only  assumed.  It  is  customary  to  reply  to  the 
objection  that  there  is  no  mention  of  the  decree  in  the  Epistles 
of  Paul,  or  in  any  other  contemporary  writing,  that  this  is  a  mere 
argument  a  silentio.  Is  it  not,  however,  difficult  to  imagine  any 
other  argument,  from  contemporary  sources,  regarding  what  is 
affirmed  to  have  had  no  existence,  than  that  from  silence?  Do 
Apologists  absolutely  demand  that,  with  prophetic  anticipation  of 
future  controversies,  the  Apostle  Paul  should  obligingly  have 
left  on  record  that  there  actually  was  no  Council  such  as  a  writer 
would  subsequently  describe,  and  that  the  decree  which  he  would 
put  forward  as  the  result  of  that  Council  must  not  be  accepted 
as  genuine  ?  It  is  natural  to  expect  that,  when  writing  of  the  very 
visit  in  question,  and  dealing  with  subjects  and  discussions  in 
which,  whether  in  the  shape  of  historical  allusion,  appeal  to 
authority,  taunt  for  inconsistency,  or  assertion  of  his  own 
influence,  some  allusion  to  the  decree  would  have  been  highly 
appropriate,  if  not  necessary,  the  Apostle  Paul  should  at  least 
have  given  some  hint  of  its  existence.  His  not  doing  so 
constitutes  strong  presumptive  evidence  against  the  authenticity 
of  the  decree,  and  all  the  more  so  as  no  more  positive  evidence 
than  silence  could  possibly  be  forthcoming  of  the  non-existence  of 
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that  which  never  existed.     The  supposed  decree  of  the  Council  o( 
Jerusalem  cannot  on  any  ground  be  accepted  as  a  historical  fiact. 

We  may  now  return  to  such  further  consideration  of  the  state- 
ments of  the  Epistle  as  may  seem  necessary  for  the  object  of  our 
inquiry.     No   mention   is   made   by  the   Apostle   of  any  official 
mission  on  the  subject  of  circumcision,  and  the  discussion  of  that 
question  arises  in  a  merely  incidental  manner  from  the  presence 
of  Titus,  an  uncircumdsed  Gentile  Christian.     There  has  been 
much  discussion  as  to  whether  Titus  actually  was  circumcised  or 
not,  and  there  can   be  little  doubt   that  the  omission  of  the 
negative  ots    ovS^    from  Gal.  ii.  5  has  been  in   some  cases    in- 
fluenced by  the  desire  to  bring  the  Apostle's  conduct  upon  this 
occasion  into  harmony  with  the  account,  in  Acts  xvi.  3,  of  his 
circumcising  Timothy.      We  shall  not  require  to  enter  into  any 
controversy  on  the   point,  for   the  great  majority  of  critics  are 
agreed   that   the  Apostle   intended   to  say  that   Titus   was    not 
circumcised,  although  the  contrary  is  affirmed  by  a  few  writers. 
It  is  obvious  from  the  whole  of  the  Apostle's  narrative  that  great 
pressure  was  exerted  to  induce  Titus  to  submit,  and  that  Paul,  if 
he  did  not  yield  even  for  an  hour  the  required  subjection,  had  a 
long  and   severe  struggle  to  maintain  his  position.     Even  when 
relating  the  circumstances   in  his  letter  to   the  Galatians,   the 
recollection  of  his  contest  profoundly  stirs  the  Apostle's  indigna- 
tion;   his   utterance   becomes  vehement,  but  cannot  keep   pace 
with   his   impetuous   thoughts ;  and   the  result  is  a  narrative  in 
broken    and    abrupt    sentences,    whose  very   incompleteness    is 
eloquent,  and  betrays  the  irritation  which  has  not  even  yet  entirely 
subsided.     How  does  this  accord  with  the  whole   tone   of  the 
account  in  the  Acts?     It  is  customary  with  Apologists  to  insert 
so  much  between  the  lines  of  that  narrative,  partly  from  imagina- 
tion  and   partly  from   the  statements  of  the  Epistle,  that   they 
almost  convince  themselves  and  others  that  such  additions  are 
actually   suggested  by   the   author  of   the   Acts  himself.     If  we 
take   the   account  of   the   Acts  without  such  transmutations,  it 
is  certain  that  not  only  is  there  not  the  slightest  indication  of  any 
struggle  regarding  the  circumcision  of  Titus,  "  in  which  Sl  Paul 
maintained  at  one  time  almost  single-handed  the  cause  of  Gentile 
freedom,"'    but   no   suggestion    that    there   had   ever   been   any 
hesitation  on  the  part  of  the  leading  Apostles  and  the  mass  of 
the  Church  regarding  the  point  at  issue.     The  impression  given 
by  the  author  of  the  Acts  is  undeniably  one  of  unbroken  and 
undisturbed  harmony  :  of  a  Council  in  which  the  elder  Aposdes 
were  of  one  mind  with  Paul,  and  warmly  agreed  with  him  that  the 
Gentiles  should  be  delivered  from  the  yoke  of  the  Mosaic  law  and 

'  Lightfoot,  Galatians^  p.  106. 
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from  the  necessity  of  undergoing  the  initiatory  rite.  What  is  there 
in  such  an  account  to  justify  in  any  degree  the  irritation  displayed 
by  Paul  at  the  mere  recollection  of  this  visit,  or  to  merit  the 
ironical  terms  with  which  he  speaks  of  the  "  pillar  "  Apostles  ? 

We  may  now  consider  the  part  which  the  Apostles  must 
have  taken  in  the  dispute  regarding  the  circumcision  of  Titus. 
Is  it  possible  to  suppose  that,  if  the  circumcision  of  PauFs  follower 
had  only  been  demanded  by  certain  of  the  sect  of  the  Pharisees 
who  believed,  unsupported  by  the  rest,  there  could  ever  have  been 
any  considerable  struggle  on  the  point  ?  Is  it  possible,  further,  to 
suppose  that,  if  Paul  had  received  the  cordial  support  of  James 
and  the  leading  Apostles  in  his  refusal  to  concede  the  circumcision 
of  Titus,  such  a  contest  could  have  been  more  than  momentary 
and  trifling?  Is  it  possible  that  the  Apostle  Paul  could  have 
spoken  of  "  certain  of  the  sect  of  the  Pharisees  who  believed  "  in 
such  terms  as :  "  to  whom  we  yielded  by  the  submission  (€iL^afjL€v 
ry  vn-orayy)^  no,  not  for  an  hour ";'  or  that  he  could  have  used 
this  expression  if  those  who  pressed  the  demand  upon  him  had 
not  been  in  a  position  of  authority,  which  naturally  suggested  a 
subjection  which  Paul  upon  this  occasion  persistently  refused  ?  It 
is  not  possible.  Of  course  many  writers  who  seek  to  reconcile  the 
two  narratives,  and  some  of  whom  substitute,  for  the  plain  state- 
ments of  the  Acts  and  of  the  Apostle,  an  account  which  is  not 
consistent  with  either,  suppose  that  the  demand  for  the  circum- 
cision of  Titus  proceeded  solely  from  the  "false  brethren,"  although 
some  of  them  suppose  that  at  least  these  false  brethren  may  have 
thought  they  had  reason  to  hope  for  the  support  of  the  elder 
Apostles."  It  is  almost  too  clear  for  dispute  that  the  desire 
that  Titus  should  be  circumcised  was  shared  or  pressed  by 
the  elder  Apostles.  According  to  the  showing  of  the  Acts,  nothing 
could  be  more  natural  than  the  fact  that  James  and  the  elders  of 
Jerusalem  who,  so  long  after  (xxi.  20  f.),  advised  Paul  to  prove  his 
continued  observance  of  the  law,  and  that  he  did  not  teach  the 
Jews  to  abandon  circumcision,  should  on  this  occasion  have 
pressed  him  to  circumcise  Titus.  The  conduct  of  Peter  at 
Antioch,  and  the  constant  opposition  which  Paul  met  with  from 
emissaries  of  James  and  of  the  Apostles  of  the  Circumcision  upon 
the  very  point  of  Gentile  circumcision,  all  support  the  inevitable 
conclusion,  that  the  pressure  upon  Paul  in  the  matter  of  Titus  was 
not  only  not  resisted  by  the  Apostles,  but  proceeded  in  no  small 
degree  from  them. 

'  Gal.  ii.  5. 

*  Wieseler  {CAron,  ap.  Zeit.^  p.  194)  conjectures  the  meaning  of  Paul  to  l>e 
that,  but  for  the  false  brethren,  he  would  actually  have  circumcised  Titus,  and 
thus  have  been  consistent  with  the  principles  which  he  maintained  by  the 
circumcision  of  Timothy,  xvi.  3. 
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This  is  further  shown  by  the  remainder  of  PauPs  account  of  his 
visit  and  by  the  tone  of  his  remarks  regarding  the  principal  Apostles, 
as  well  as  by  the  historical  data  which  we  possess  of  his  subsequent 
career.     We  need  not  repeat  that  the  representation  in  the  Acts 
both  of  the  Council  and  of  the  whole  intercourse  between  Paul 
and   the   Apostles  is  one  of  "unbroken  unity."'     The  struggle 
about  Titus  and  the  quarrel  with  Peter  at  Antioch  are  altogether 
omitted,  and  the  Apostolic  letter  speaks  merely  of  **  our  beloved 
Barnabas  and  Paul,  men  that  have  given  up  their  lives  for  the 
name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.""     The  language  of  Paul  is  not  so 
pacific  and  complimentary.     Immediately  after  his  statement  that 
he  had  "yielded  by  the  submission,  no,  not  for  an  hour,"  Paul 
continues :  "  But  from  those  who  seem  to  be  something  (dirh  5e 
rtov   8oKovvT(av  cfvat   ti) — whatsoever   they    were   it    maketh    no 
matter  to  me  :  God  accepteth  not  man^s  person — for  to  me  those 
who    seem    (ol    Sokovvt€s)    (to    be    something)    communicated 
nothing,  but,  on  the  contrary,  etc.,  and  when  they  knew  the  grace 
that  was  given  to  me,  James  and  Cephas  and  John,  who  seem  to 
be  pillars   (ol  8oKovyr€<5  arvkoi  ca'at),  gave  to  me  and  Barnabas 
right  hands  of  fellowship  that  we  (should  go)  unto  the  Gentiles," 
etc.  3     The  tone  and  laiiguage  of  this  passage  are  certainly  depre- 
ciatory of  the  elder  Apostles,  and,  indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  under- 
stand how  any  one  could  fail  to  perceive  and  admit  the  fact     It 
is   argued   by   some,  who   recognise   the    irony   of   the   term  ol 
8oKovvT€s  applied  to  the  Apostles,  that  the  disparagement  which 
is  so  transparent  in  the  form  ol  Sokovvt€s  co^ai  rt,  "  those  who 
seem  to  be  something,"  is  softened  again  in  the  new  turn  which  is 
given  to    it    in   verse  9,    oi   Bokovvt€^  (rrvXoi   cfvat,  "these  who 
seem  to  be  pillars,"  in  which,  it  is  said,  "  the  Apostle  expresses  the 
real  greatness  and  high  authority  of  the  twelve  in  their  separate 
field  of  labour."-*     It  seems  to  us  that  this  interpretation  cannot  be 
sustained.     Paul  is  ringing  the  changes  on  ot  BoKovvresy  and  con- 
trasting with  the  position  they  assumed,  and  the  estimation  in 
which  they  were  held,   his  own  experience  of   them  and  their 
inability  to  add  anything  to  him.     "  Those  who  seem  to  be  some- 
thing," he  commences,  but  immediately  interrupts  himself,  after 
having  thus  indicated  the  persons  whom  he  meant,  with  the  more 
direct  protest  of  irritated  independence  :  "  whatsoever  they  were 
it  maketh  no  matter  to  me  :  God  accepteth  not  man's  person." 
These  ^kovvt€s  communicated    nothing    to   him,  but,   on  the 
contrary,  when  they  knew  the  grace  given  to  him,  "  those  who 
seem  to  be  pillars  "  gave  him  hands  of  fellowship,  but  nothing 
more,  and  they  went  their  different  ways,  he  to  the  Gentiles  and 

'  Jowett,  TAe  Eps,  of  St.  Paul,  i.,  p.  330.  »  Acts  xv.  25  f. 

3  Gal.  ii.  6,  9.  -♦  Jowett,  The  Eps,  of  SL  PatU^  i.,  p.  331. 
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they  to  the  circumcision.  If  the  expression  ol  8ok,  (rrvkoc  €Tvai 
be  true,  as  well  as  ironically  used,  it  cannot  be  construed  into  a 
declaration  of  respect,  but  forms  part  of  a  passage  whose  tone 
throughout  is  proudly  depreciatory.  This  is  followed  by  such 
words  as  "  hypocrisy  "  {vjroKpuns)  and  "  condemned  "  (KaTcyvaxr- 
fj^vos)  applied  to  the  conduct  of  Peter  at  Antioch,  as  well 
as  the  mention  of  the  emissaries  of  James  as  the  cause  of 
that  dispute,  which  add  meaning  to  the  irony.  This  is  not  the 
only  occasion  on  which  Paul  betrays  a.  certain  bitterness  against 
the  elder  Apostles.  In  his  second  letter  to  the  Corinthians,  xi.  5, 
he  says,  "  For  I  reckon  that  I  am  not  a  whit  behind  the  over  much 
Apostles"  (tcov  v7r€pkiav  dirooroAcDv),  and  again,  xii.  11,  "For 
in  nothing  was  I  behind  the  over  much  Apostles  "  (twv  virepkCav 
drrooToXfav) ;  and  the  whole  of  the  vehement  passage  in  which 
these  references  are  set  shows  the  intensity  of  the  feeling  which 
called  them  forth.  To  say  that  the  expressions  in  the  Galatian 
Epistle  and  here  are  "depreciatory,  not  indeed  of  the  twelve 
themselves,  but  of  the  extravagant  and  exclusive  claims  set  up  for 
them  by  the  Judaisers,"'  is  an  extremely  arbitrary  distinction. 
They  are  directly  applied  to  the  Apostles,  and  ol  8okovvt€s  €lvai  n 
cannot  be  taken  as  irony  against  those  who  over-estimated  them, 
but  against  the  Sojcovkt^^  themselves.  Paul's  blows  generally 
go  straight  to  their  mark. 

Meyer  argues  that  the  designation  of  the  Apostles  as  ol 
8o#co{JvT€s  is  purely  historical,  and  cannot  be  taken  as  ironical, 
inasmuch  as  it  would  be  inconsistent  to  suppose  that  Paul  could 
adopt  a  depreciatory  tone  when  he  is  relating  his  recognition  as  a 
colleague  by  the  elder  Apostles  f  and  others  consider  that  verses  8, 
9,  10  contain  evidence  of  mutual  respect  and  recognition  between 
Paul  and  the  Twelve.  Even  if  this  were  so  it  could  not  do  away 
with  the  actual  irony  of  the  expressions ;  but  do  the  facts  support 
such  a  statement  ?  We  have  seen  that,  in  spite  of  the  picture  of 
unbroken  unity  drawn  by  the  author  of  the  Acts  and  the  liberal 
sentiments  regarding  the  Gentiles  which  he  puts  into  the  mouth 
of  Peter  and  of  James,  Paul  had  a  severe  and  protracted  struggle 
to  undergo  in  order  to  avoid  circumcising  Titus.  We  have  already 
stated  the  grounds  upon  which  it  seems  certain  that  the  pressure 
upon  that  occasion  came  as  well  from  the  elder  Apostles  as  the 
"  false  brethren,"  and  critics  who  do  not  go  so  far  as  to  make  this 
positive  affirmation,  at  least  recognise  the  passive,  and,  therefore, 
to  a  large  extent,  compliant,  attitude  which  the  Apostles  must 
have  held.  It  is  after  narrating  some  of  the  particulars  of  this 
struggle  that  Paul  uses  the  terms  of  depreciation  which  we  have 


'  Lightfoot,  GalatianSy  p.  107. 

"  AV.  Ex.  ITbuch  ub,  <L  Br,  an  die  GcU,^  63  f. 
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been  discussing ;  and,  having  added,  "  for  to  me  those  who  seem 
(to  be  something)  communicated  nothing,"  he  says,  "  but^  on  the 
contrary^  when  they  saw  that  I  have  been  entrusted  with  the 
Gospel  of  the  uncircumcision,  even  as  Peter  with  that  of  the 
circumcision  (for  he  that  wrought  for  Peter  unto  the  Apostleship 
of  the  circumcision  wrought  also  for  me  unto  the  Gentiles)  ;  and 
when  they  knew  the  grace  that  was  given  unto  me,  James  and 
Cephas  and  John,  who  seem  to  be  pillars,  gave  to  me  and  Barnabas 
right  hands  of  fellowship,  that  we  (should  go)  unto  the  Gentiles, 
and  they  unto  the  circumcision — only  that  we  should  remember 
the  poor ;  which  very  thing  I  also  was  forward  to  do."  It  will  be 
observed  that,  after  saying  they  "  communicated  nothing  "  to  him, 
the  Apostle  adds,  in  opposition,  "but,  on  the  contrary"  (aXAa 
TovvQ-vriov).  In  what  did  this  opposition  consist?  Apparently 
in  this — that,  instead  of  strengthening  the  hands  of  Paul,  they  left 
him  to  labour  alone.  They  said:  "Take  your  own  course;  preach 
the  Gospel  of  the  uncircumcision  to  Gentiles,  and  we  will  preach  the 
Gospel  of  the  circumcision  to  Jews."'  In  fact,  when  Paul  returned 
to  Jerusalem  for  the  second  time  after  fourteen  years,  he  found  the 
elder  Apostles  not  one  whit  advanced  towards  his  own  universalism ; 
they  retained  their  former  Jewish  prejudices,  and  remained,  as 
before.  Apostles  of  the  circumcision.  Notwithstanding  the  strong 
Pauline  sentiments  put  into  Peter's  mouth  by  the  author  of  the 
Acts,  and  his  claim  to  have  been  so  long  before  selected  by  God 
that  by  his  mouth  the  Gentiles  should  hear  the  word  of  the  Gospel 
and  believe,  Paul  singles  out  Peter  as  specially  entrusted  with  the 
Gospel  of  the  circumcision ;  and,  in  the  end,  after  Paul  has 
exerted  all  his  influence,  Peter  and  the  rest  remain  unmoved,  and 
allow  Paul  to  go  to  the  Gentiles,  while  they  confine  their  ministry, 
as  before,  to  the  Jews.  The  success  of  Paul's  work  amongst  the 
heathen  was  too  palpable  a  fact  to  be  ignored ;  but  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles,  upon  his 
terms,  was  more  than  tolerated  at  that  time,  or  the  Gentile 
Christians  admitted  to  more  than  such  imperfect  communion  with 
the  Jewish  Christians  as  that  of  Proselytes  of  the  Gate  in  relation 
to  Judaism.  This  is  shown  by  the  conduct  of  Peter  at  Antioch 
after  the  supposed  Council,  and  of  the  Jews  with  him,  and  even  of 
Barnabas,  through  fear  of  the  emissaries  of  James,  whose  arrival 
certainly  could  not  have  produced  a  separation  between  Jewish 
and  Gentile  Christians  had  the  latter  been  recognised  as  in  full 
communion. 

The  "  hands  of  fellowship  "  clearly  was  a  mere  passive  permis- 
sion of  Paul's  mission  to  the  Gentiles,  but  no  positive  and  hearty 
approval  of  it  testified  by  active  support.      It  must,  we  think,  be 

'  Jowctt,  The  Eps,  of  St,  Paul,  i.  240  f. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE  FINAL  ATTITUDE  MERE  TOLERATION  729 


evident  to  any  one  who  attentively  considers  the  passage  we  are 
examining,  that  there  is  no  question  in  it  of  a  recognition 
of  the  Apostolate  of  Paul.  The  elder  Apostles  consent  to  his 
mission  to  the  Gentiles,  whilst  they  themselves  go  to  the  circum- 
cision; but  there  is  not  a  syllable  which  indicates  that  Paul's 
claim  to  the  title  of  ApoStle  was  ever  either  acknowledged  or  dis- 
cussed. It  is  not  probable  that  Paul  would  have  submitted  such 
a  point  to  their  consideration.  It  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  elder 
Apostles  could  well  have  done  less  than  they  did,  and  the  extent 
of  their  fellowship  seems  to  have  simply  amounted  to  toleration  of 
what  they  could  not  prevent.  The  pressure  for  the  circumcision 
of  the  Gentile  converts  was  an  attempt  to  coerce,  and  to  suppress 
the  peculiar  principle  of  the  Gospel  of  uncircumcision;  and,  though 
that  effort  failed  through  the  determined  resistance  of  Paul,  it  is 
clear,  from  the  final  resolve  to  limit  their  preaching  to  the  circum- 
cision, that  the  elder  Apostles  in  no  way  abandoned  their  view  of 
the  necessity  of  the  initiatory  rite.  The  episode  at  Antioch  is  a 
practical  illustration  of  this  statement.  Hilgenfeld  ably  remarks : 
"  When  we  consider  that  Peter  was  afraid  of  the  circumcised 
Christians,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  JameSy  at  the  head  of  the 
primitive  community^  made  the  attempt  to  force  heathen  Christians 
to  adopt  the  substance  of  Jewish  legitimacy^  by  breaking  off  ecclesi- 
astical community  with  them"^  The  Gentile  Christians  were 
virtually  excommunicated  on  the  arrival  of  the  emissaries  of  James, 
or  at  least  treated  as  mere  Proselytes  of  the  Gate  ;  and  the  pressure 
upon  the  Galatian  converts  of  the  necessity  of  circumcision  by 
similar  Judaising  emissaries,  which  called  forth  the  vehement  and 
invaluable  Epistle  before  us,  is  quite  in  accordance  with  the 
circumstances  of  this  visit.  The  separation  agreed  upon  between 
Paul  and  the  elder  Apostles  was  not  in  any  sense  geographical, 
but  purely  ethnological.  It  was  no  mere  division  of  labour,^  no 
suitable  apportionment  of  work.  The  elder  Apostles  determined, 
like  their  Master  before  them,  to  confine  their  ministry  to  Jews, 
whilst  Paul,  if  he  pleased,  might  go  to  the  Gentiles ;  and  the 
fact  that  Peter  subsequently  goes  to  Antioch,  as  well  as  many  other 
circumstances,  shows  that  no  mere  separation  of  localities,  but  a 
selection  of  race,  was  intended.  If  there  had  not  been  this 
absolute  difference  of  purpose,  any  separation  would  have  been 
unnecessary,  and  all  the  Apostles  would  have  preached  one 
Gospel  indifferently  to  all  who  had  ears  to  hear  it ;  such  strange 
inequality  in  the  partition  of  the  work  could  never  have  existed : 
that  Paul  should  go  unaided  to  the  gigantic  task  of  converting  the 

'  Zeitsckr,  wiss.  TA,,  1858,  p.  90. 

'  **  They  would  sanction  but  not  share  his  mission  to  the  Gentiles"  (Jowett, 
TAe  Eps,  of  St.  Paul,  i.  236). 
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heathen,  while  the  Twelve  reserved  themselves  for  the  small  but 
privileged  people.  All  that  we  have  said  at  the  beginning  of  this 
section  of  the  nature  of  primitive  Christianity,  and  of  the  views 
prevalent  amongst  the  disciples  at  the  death  of  their  Master,  is 
verified  by  this  attitude  of  the  Three  during  the  famous  visit  of  the 
Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  to  Jerusalem,  and  Paul's  account  is  pre- 
cisely in  accordance  with  all  that  historical  probability  and  reason, 
unwarped  by  the  ideal  representations  of  the  Acts,  prepare  us  to 
expect.  The  more  deeply  we  go  into  the  statements  of  Paul  the 
more  is  this  apparent,  and  the  more  palpable  does  the  inauthen- 
ticity  of  the  narrative  of  the  Council  appear. 

The  words  of  Paul  in  describing  the  final  understanding  are 
very  remarkable,  and  require  further  consideration.     The  decision 
that  they  should  go  to  the  circumcision  and  Paul  to  the  Gentiles  is 
based  upon  the  recognition  of  a  different  Gospel  entrusted  to  him, 
the  Gospel  of  the  uncircumcision,  as  the  Gospel  of  the  circumcision 
is  entrusted  to  Peter.     It  will  be  remembered  that  Paul  states  that, 
on  going  up  to  Jerusalem  upon  this  occasion,  he  communicated  to 
them  the  (Sospel  which  he  preached  among  the  Gentiles,  and  it  is 
probable   that   he   made   the  journey   more  especially    for    this 
purpose.     It  appears  from  the  account  that  this  Gospel  was  not 
only  new  to  them,  but  was  distinctly  different  from  that  of  the 
elder  Apostles.     If  Paul  preached  the  same  Gospel  as  the  rest, 
what  necessity  could  there  have  been  for  communicating  it  at  all  ? 
What  doubt  that  by  any  means  he  might  be  running,  or  had  run, 
in  vain  ?     He  knew  perfectly  well  that  he  preached  a  different 
Gospel  from  the  Apostles  of  the  Circumcision,  and  his  anxietj' 
probably  was  to  secure  an  amicable  recognition  of  the  Gentile 
converts,  whom  he  had  taught  to  consider  circumcision  unnecessary 
and  the  obligation  of  the  law  removed.     Of  course  there  was  much 
that  was  fundamentally  the  same  in  the  two  Gospels,  starting  as 
they  both  did  with  the  recognition  of  Jesus  as  the  Messiah ;  but 
their  points  of  divergence  were  very  marked  and  striking,  and  more 
especially  in  directions  where  the  prejudices  of  the  Apostles  of  the 
circumcision  were  the  strongest.     Avoiding  all  debatable  ground, 
it  is  clear  that  the  Gospel  of  the  uncircumcision,  which  proclaimed 
the  abrogation  of  the  law  and  the  inutility  of  the  initiatory  rite, 
must  have  been  profoundly  repugnant  to  Jews,  who  still  preached 
the  obligation  of  circumcision  and  the   observance  of  the  law. 
"  Christ  redeemed  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law,"'  said  the  Gospel 
of  the  uncircumcision.     "  Behold,  I,  Paul,  say  unto  you,  that  if  ye 

be  circumcised,  Christ  will  profit  you  nothing For  in  Christ 

Jesus  neither  circumcision  availeth  anything  nor  uncircumcision, 
but  faith  working  through  love."*  "  For  neither  circumcision  is 
anything,  nor  uncircumcision,  but  a  new  creature."^    The  teaching 

*  Gal.  iii.  13.  »  /^.,  v.  2,  6.  3  /*.,  vi.  15. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PAUL'S  MISSION  ACCORDING  TO  ACTS  731 


which  was  specially  designated  the  Gospel  of  the  circumcision,  in 
contradistinction  to  this  Gospel  of  the  uncircumcision,  held  very 
different  language.  There  is  no  gainsaying  the  main  fact — and 
that  fact,  certified  by  Paul  himself  and  substantiated  by  a  host  of 
collateral  circumstances,  is  more  conclusive  than  all  conciliatory 
apologetic  reasoning — that,  at  the  date  of  this  visit  to  Jerusalem 
(c.  A.D.  50-52),  the  Three,  after  hearing  all  that  Paul  had  to  say, 
allowed  him  to  go  alone  to  the  Gentiles,  but  themselves  would 
have  no  part  in  the  mission,  and  turned  as  before  to  the  circum- 
cision. 

There  is  another  point  to  which  we  must  very  briefly  refer.  The 
statements  of  Paul  show  that,  antecedent  to  this  visit  to  Jerusalem, 
Paul  had  been  the  active  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  preaching  his 
Gospel  of  the  uncircumcision,  and  that  subsequently  he  returned 
to  the  same  field  of  labour.  If  we  examine  the  narrative  of  the 
Acts,  we  do  not  find  him  represented  in  any  special  maimer  as 
the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles;  but,  on  the  contrary,  whilst  Peter 
claims  the  honour  of  having  been  selected  that  by  his  voice  the 
Gentiles  should  hear  the  word  of  the  Gospel  and  believe,  Paul  is 
everywhere  described  as  going  to  the  Jews,  and  only  when  his 
teaching  is  rejected  by  them  does  he  turn  to  the  Gentiles.  It  is 
true  that  Ananias  is  represented  as  being  told  by  the  Lord  that 
Paul  is  a  chosen  vessel  "  to  bear  my  name  both  before  Gentiles 
and  kings,  and  the  sons  of  Israel";'  and  Paul  subsequently 
recounts  how  the  Lord  had  said  to  himself,  "  Go,  for  I  will  send 
thee  far  hence  unto  Gentiles."*  The  author  of  the  Acts,  however, 
everywhere  conveys  the  impression  that  Paul  very  reluctantly 
fulfils  this  mission,  and  that  if  he  had  but  been  successful  amongst 
the  Jews  he  never  would  have  gone  to  the  Gentiles  at  all.  Imme- 
diately after  his  conversion,  he  preaches  in  the  synagogues  at 
Damascus  and  confounds  the  Jews,3  as  he  again  does  during  his 
visit  to  Jerusalem.^  When  the  Holy  Spirit  desires  the  Church  at 
Antioch  to  separate  Barnabas  and  Saul  for  the  work  whereunto 
he  has  called  them,  they  continue  to  announce  the  word  of  God 
"  in  the  synagogues  of  the  Jews,"5  and  in  narrating  the  conversion 
of  the  Roman  proconsul  at  Paphos  it  is  said  that  it  is  Sergius 
Paulus  himself  who  calls  for  Barnabas  and  Saul,  and  seeks  to 
hear  the  word  of  God.^  When  they  came  to  Antioch  in  Pisidia 
they  go  into  the  synagogue  of  the  Jews^  as  usual,  and  it  is  only 
after  the  Jews  reject  them  that  Paul  and  Barnabas  are  described 
as  saying :  "  It  was  necessary  that  the  word  of  God  should  first 
be  spoken  to  you :  seeing  that  ye  thrust  it  from  you,  and  judge 
yourselves  unworthy  of  everlasting  life,  lo,  we  turn  to  the  Gentiles."^ 

'  ix.  15  f.  '  xxii.  21  ;  cf.  xxvi.  17  f.  3  ix.  20,  22. 

*  ix.  28  f.         s  xiii.  5.         ^  xiii.  7.         ^  xiii.  14  f.,  42  f.        ^  xiii.  46. 
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In  Iconium,  to  which  they  next  proceed,  however,  they  go  into  the 
synagogue  of  the  Jews,*  and  later  it  is  stated  that  Paul,  on 
arriving  at  Thessalonica,  "as  his  custom  was,"  went  into  the 
synagogue  of  the  Jews,  and  for  three  Sabbaths  discoursed  to 
them.*  At  Corinth  it  was  only  when  the  Jews  opposed  him  and 
blasphemed  that  Paul  is  represented  as  saying  :  "  Your  blood  be 
upon  your  own  head ;  I  will  henceforth,  with  a  pure  conscience, 
go  unto  the  Gentiles."  It  is  impossible  to  distinguish  from  this 
narrative  any  difference  between  the  ministry  of  Paul  and  that  of 
the  other  Apostles.  They  all  address  themselves  mainly  and 
primarily  to  the  Jews,  although,  if  GentiUs  desire  to  eat  of  "  the 
crumbs  which  fall  from  the  children's  bread,"  they  are  not  rejected. 
Even  the  Pharisees  stirred  heaven  and  earth  to  make  proselytes. 
In  no  sense  can  the  Paul  of  the  Acts  be  considered  specially  an 
Apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  and  the  statement  of  the  Epistle  to  the 
Galatians3  has  no  significance,  if  interpreted  by  the  historical 
work. 

Apologists  usually  reply  to  this  objection  that  the  practice  of 
Paul  in  the  Acts  is  in  accordance  with  his  own  words  in  the  Epistle 
to  the  Romans,  i.  i6,  in  which  it  is  asserted  he  recognises  the  right 
of  the  Jews  to  precedence.  In  the  authorised  version  this  passage 
is  rendered  as  follows :  "  For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ :  for  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that 
believeth;  to  the  Jew  first,  and  also  to  the  Greek."^  {Bvvafii<s 
yap  Bcov  €(rriv  els  a-tDTqpicLv  wavrl  r<p  wurrevovn^  'lovSaa^ 
T€  TrpQrov  KOi  "EXXrjvL.)  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  may 
here  at  once  state  that  the  word  jt/kotoi/,  "  first,"  is  not  found  in 
Codices  B  and  G,  and  that  it  is  omitted  from  the  Latin  rendering 
of  the  verse  quoted  by  Tertullian.s  That  the  word  upon  which 
the  controversy  turns  should  not  be  found  in  so  important  a  MS. 
as  the  Vatican  Codex^  or  in  so  ancient  a  version  as  Tertullian's,  is 
very  significant ;  but,  proceeding  at  once  to  the  sense  of  the 
sentence,  we  must  briefly  state  the  reasons  which  seem  to  us  con- 
clusively to  show  that  the  usual  reading  is  erroneous.  The 
passage  is  an  emphatic  statement  of  the  principles  of  Paul.  He 
declares  that  he  is  not  ashamed  of  the  Gospel,  and  he  imme- 
diately states  the  reason  :  "  for  it  is  a  power  of  God  unto  salvation 
to  everyone  that  believeth."^  He  is  not  ashamed  of  the  Gospel, 
because  he  recognises  its  universality ;  for,  in  opposition  to  the 
exclusiveness  of  Judaism,  he  maintains  that  all  are  "  sons  of  God 
through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus There  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek 

'  xiv.  I  f.  ^  xvii.  I  f.     Cf.  lo  f.,  17  f.;  xviii.  4  f.,  19,  28  ;  xix.  8. 

3  Gal.  ii.  9. 

^  Cf.  Rom.  ii.  9,  10.     The  oldest  MSS.  and  versions  omit  the  rw  xp^trroO 
of  the  Authorised  Version,  which  most  editors,  therefore,  reject. 
5  ^eh.  Marcy  v.  13.  ^  Rom.  i.  16. 
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for  ye  are  all  one  man  in  Christ  Jesus.     And  if  ye  be  Christ's 

then  are  ye  Abraham's  seed,  heirs  according  to  promise."'  "  For 
in  Christ  Jesus  neither  circumcision  availeth  anything  nor  uncir- 
cumcision,  but  faith  working  through  love."^  The  reason  which 
he  gives  is  that  which  lies  at  the  basis  of  the  whole  of  his  special 
teaching ;  but  we  are  asked  to  believe  that,  after  so  clear  and 
comprehensive  a  declaration,  he  at  once  adds  the  extraordinary 
qualification :  'lovSaty  re  wptarov  /cat  "EXkrjvi^  rendered  "  to  the 
Jew  first  and  also  to  the  Greek."  What  is  the  meaning  of  such  a 
limitation?  If  the  Gospel  be  a  power  of  God  unto  salvation  "to 
everyone  that  believeth "  (iravTi  ry  vtfrrevovTi),  in  what  manner 
can  it  possibly  be  so  "  to  the  Jew  first "  ?  Can  it  be  maintained 
that  there  are  comparative  degrees  in  salvation  ?  "  Salvation  "  is 
obviously  an  absolute  term.  If  saved  at  all,  the  Jew  cannot  be 
more  saved  than  the  Greek.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  expression 
be  interpreted  as  an  assertion  that  the  Jew  has  a  right  of  prece- 
dence, either  in  the  offer  or  the  attainment  of  salvation,  before 
the  Greek,  the  manner  of  its  realisation  is  almost  equally  incon- 
ceivable, and  a  host  of  difficulties,  especially  in  view  of  the  specific 
Pauline  teaching,  immediately  present  themselves.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  Judaistic  view  distinctly  was  that  Israel  must  first 
be  saved  before  the  heathen  could  obtain  any  part  in  the  Messianic 
kingdom,  and  we  have  shown  that  this  idea  dominated  primitive 
Christianity ;  and  inseparable  from  this  was  the  belief  that  the  only 
way  to  a  participation  in  its  benefits  lay  through  Judaism.  The 
heathen  could  only  obtain  admission  into  the  family  of  Israel,  and 
become  partakers  in  the  covenant,  by  submitting  to  the  initiatory 
rite.  It  was  palpably  under  the  influence  of  this  view,  and  with  a 
conviction  that  the  Messianic  kingdom  was  primarily  destined  for 
the  children  of  Israel,  that  the  elder  Apostles,  even  after  the  date 
of  Paul's  second  visit  to  Jerusalem,  continued  to  confine  their 
ministry  "to  the  circumcision."  Paul's  view  was  very  different. 
He  recognised  and  maintained  the  universality  of  the  Gospel,  and, 
in  resolving  to  go  to  the  heathen,  he  practically  repudiated  the 
very  theory  of  Jewish  preference  which  he  is  here  supposed  to 
advance.  If  the  Gospel,  instead  of  being  a  power  of  God  to 
salvation  to  every  man  who  believed,  was  for  the  Jew  first,  the 
Apostolate  of  the  Gentiles  was  a  mere  delusion  and  a  snare. 
What  could  be  the  advantage  of  so  urgently  offering  salvation  to 
the  Greek,  if  the  gift,  instead  of  l>eing  "for  every  one  that 
believeth,"  was  a  mere  prospective  benefit,  inoperative  until  the 
Jew  had  first  been  saved  ?  "  Salvation  to  the  Jew  first  and  also 
to  the  Greek,"  if  it  have  any  significance  whatever  of  the  kind 
argued — involving  either  a  prior  claim  to  the  offer  of  salvation  or 


Gal.  iii.  26  f.  »  Id,,  v.  6. 
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precedence  in  its  distribution — so  completely  destroys   all    the 
present  interest  in  it  of  the  Gentile,  that  the  Gospel  must  to  him 
have  lost  all  power.      To  suppose  that  such  an  expression  simply 
means  that  the  Gospel  must  first  be  preached  to  the  Jews  in  any 
town  to  which  the  Apostle  might  come,  before  it  could  legitimately 
be  proclaimed  to  the  Gentiles  of  that  town,  is  childish.     We  have 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  Paul  held  the  deputy  Sergius  Paulus, 
who  desired  to  hear  the  word  of  God  and  believed,  in  suspense 
until  the  Jews  of   Paphos  had  rejected  it.      The  cases  of   the 
Ethiopian  eunuch  and  Cornelius  throw  no  light  upon  any  claim  of 
the  Jew  to  priority  in  salvation.      Indeed,  not  to  waste  time  in 
showing  the  utter  incongruity  of  the  ordinary  interpretation,   we 
venture  to  affirm  that  there  is  not  a  single  explanation,  which 
maintains  a  priority  assigned  to  the  Jew  in  any  way  justifying  the 
reference  to  this  text,  which  is  capable  of  supporting  the  slightest 
investigation-     If  we  linguistically  examine  the  expression  'lovSau^ 
T€  TTfxoTov  KOi  "EXAt/vc,  wc   artivc  at   the   same  conclusion,  that 
wpwrov  is   an  interpolation,    for  we  must   maintain  that  vp&rov 
with  T€  and  koX  must   be  applied   equally  both  to   "Jew"  and 
"  Greek,"  and  cannot  rightly  be  appropriated  to  the  Jew  only,  as 
implying  a  preference  over  the  Greek.      The  sense,  therefore,  can 
only  be  properly   and   intelligibly   given  by  disregarding  irpSarov 
and    simply  translating  the  words,    "both  to  Jew  and  Greek."' 
This  was  the  rendering  of  the  ancient  Latin  version  quoted  by 
Tertullian  in  his  work  against  Marcion  :  "  Itaque  et  hic^  cum  didt : 
Non  enim  nie  pudet  evangelii,  virtus  enitn  del  est  in  salutem  amni 
credenti,  Judao  et  Grcuo^  quia  jus  tit ia  dei  in  eo  revelatur  ex  fide 
in  fidetn''"^      We   are  not  left  without  further  examples   of  the 
very  same  expression,  and    an    examination  of   the  context  will 
amply  demonstrate  that  Paul  used  it  in  no  other  sense.      In  the 
very  next  chapter  the  Apostle  twice  uses  the  same  words.     After 
condemning   the   hasty  and   unrighteous  judgment   of  man,   he 
says :    "  For  we  know  that   the  judgment  of  God   is  according 

to  truth who  will  render  to  every  one  according  to  his  works; 

to  them  who  by  patience  in  well-doing  seek  for  glory  and  honour 
and  incorruption,  eternal  life :  but  unto  them  that  act  out  of 
factious  spirit  and  do  not  obey  the  truth,  but  obey  unrighteousness, 
anger,  and  wrath :  affliction  and  distress  upon  every  soul  of 
man   that  worketh   evil,  both  of  Jew  and  of  Greek  (Tov&iiov  tc 

'  Beelen  rightly  interprets  this  passage  in  his  Commentary  on  the  Romans  : 
**  Sensus  ergo  est :  Evangelii  doctrinam  non  erubesco  ;  est  haet  enim  (yiip)  Dei 
^alvifica  qiuedam  vis  cuicumqtie  qui  credit  (irorri  r^J  irt<rTcl>om.  DoHvus 
commodi)^  sive  Judaus  sii,  sive  Gentilis "  ( Comment,  in  Epist,  S.  Pauli  ad 
Romanes^  1854,  p.  23).  So  also  Lipsius,  Protestanten  Bibel,  1874,  p.  494. 
Lachmann  puts  the  word  TpGrrov  between  brackets. 

'  Adv.  Marc,  v.  13. 
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(irfHOTov)  KOI  "EkXrjvos,  A.  V.  "  of  the  Jew  first,  and  also  of  the 
Gentile");  but  glory  and  honour  and  peace  to  every  one  that 
worketh  good,  both  to  Jew  and  to  Greek  ('lov&it^  tc  (ttpQtov)  koI 
"EWrivi,  A.  V.  *to  the  Jew  first,  and  also  to  the  Gentile"). 
For  there  is  no  respect  of  persons  with  God."*  How  is  it  possible 
that,  if  the  Apostle  had  intended  to  assert  a  priority  of  any  kind 
accorded  to  the  Jew  before  the  Gentile,  he  could  at  the  same 
time  have  added,  "For  there  is  no  respect  of  persons  with 
God  "  ?  If  salvation  be  "  to  the  Jew  first,"  there  is  very  distinctly 
respect  of  persons  with  God.  The  very  opposite,  however,  is 
repeatedly  and  emphatically  asserted  by  Paul  in  this  very  epistle. 
"  For  there  is  no  difference  between  Jew  and  Greek  "  (ov  yap  co-rti/ 
SuuttoXyj  'lovSaCov  t€  koi  "EWrjvos),  he  says,  "  for  the  same  Lord 
of  all  is  rich  unto  all  them  that  call  upon  him.  For  whosoever 
shall  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved."^  Here 
we  have  the  phrase  without  vp&rov.  Nothing  could  be  more 
clear  and  explicit.  The  precedence  of  the  Jew  is  directly 
excluded.  At  the  end  of  the  second  chapter,  moreover,  he 
explains  his  idea  of  a  Jew :  "  For  he  is  not  a  Jew  who  is  one 
outwardly ;  neither  is  that  circumcision  which  is  outwardly  in 
flesh,  but  he  is  a  Jew  who  is  one  inwardly,  and  circumcision  is 
of  the  heart,  in  spirit  not  letter. "3  If  anything  further  were 
required  to  prove  that  the  Apostle  does  not  by  the  expression, 
'lovSaufi  re  (wpurrov)  koI  "EkXrjvi,  intend  to  indicate  any  priority 
accorded  to  the  Jew,  it  is  supplied  by  the  commencement  of 
the  third  chapter.  "  What,  then,  is  the  advantage  of  the  Jew  ?  or 
what  the  profit  of  circumcision  ?"  It  is  obvious  that,  if  the  Apostle 
had  just  said  that  the  Gospel  was  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation, 
"to  Jew  first  and  also  to  Greek,"  he  had  stated  a  very  marked 
advantage  to  the  Jew,  and  that  such  an  inquiry  as  the  above 
would  have  been  wholly  unnecessary.  The  answer  which  he 
gives  to  his  own  question,  however,  completes  our  certainty. 
"Much  every  way,"  he  replies;  but  in  explaining  what  the 
"  much "  advantage  was,  we  hear  no  more  of  "  to  Jew  first ": 
"  Much  every  way  :  for  first  indeed  they  were  entrusted  with  the 
oracles  of  God."^  And,  after  a  few  words,  he  proceeds :  "  What 
then  ?  are  we  better  ?  Not  at  all ;  for  we  before  brought  the 
charge  that  both  Jews  and  Greeks  (lovSalovs  tc  koI  "EXXrjvas) 
are  all  under  sin."5  Here,  again,  there  is  no  wpbyrov.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  anyone  who  understands  what  Paul's 
teaching  was,  and  what  he  means  by  claiming  the  special  title  of 
"  Apostle  to  the  Gentiles,"  that  in  going  "  to  the  heathen "  after 
his  visit  to  Jerusalem,  as  before  it,  there  was  no  purpose  in  his 

'  Rom.  ii.  2,  6-1 1.  »  /d,f  x.  12,  13.  3  Id.,  iL  28. 

*  Id.,  iii.  I.  5  /^.^  iii.  9. 
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mind  to  preach  to  the  Jews  first,  and  only  on  being  rejected  by 
them  to  turn  to  the  Gentiles,  as  the  Acts  would  have  us 
suppose  ;  but  that  the  principle  which  regulated  his  proclamation 
of  the  Gospel  was  that  which  we  have  already  quoted  :  "  For 
there  is  no  difference  between  Jew  and  Greek ;  for  the  same 
I^rd  of  all  is  rich  unto  all  them  that  call  upon  him.  For 
whosoever  shall  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be 
saved."* 

Still  more  incongruous  is  the  statement  of  the  Acts  that  Paul 
took  Timothy  and  circumcised  him  because  of  the  Jews.  Accord- 
ing to  this  narrative,  shortly  after  the  supposed  Council  of 
Jerusalem,  at  which  it  was  decided  that  circumcision  of  Gentile 
converts  was  unnecessary  ;  immediately  after  Paul  had,  in  spite  of 
great  pressure,  refused  to  allow  Titus  to  be  circumcised ;  and  after 
it  had  been  agreed  between  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  and  James 
and  Cephas  and  John  that,  while  they  should  go  to  the  circumcision, 
he,  on  the  contrary,  should  go  to  the  heathen,  Paul  actually  took 
and  circumcised  Timothy.  Apologists,  whilst  generally  admitting 
the  apparent  contradiction,  do  not  consider  that  this  act  involves 
any  real  inconsistency,  and  find  reasons  which,  they  affirm,  suffi- 
ciently justify  it.  Some  of  these  we  shall  presently  examine,  but 
we  may  at  once  say  that  no  apologetic  arguments  seem  to  us 
capable  of  resisting  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  many  independent 
critics,  that  the  statement  of  the  Acts  with  regard  to  Timothy  is 
opposed  to  all  that  we  know  of  Paul's  views,  and  that  for  unassail- 
able reasons  it  must  be  pronounced  unhistorical.  The  author  of 
the  Acts  says  :  **  And  he  (Paul)  came  to  Derbe  and  Lystra.  And 
behold  a  certain  disciple  was  there,  named  Timothy,  son  of  a 
believing  Jewish  woman,  but  of  a  Greek  father;  who  was  well 
reported  of  by  the  brethren  in  Lystra  and  Iconium.  Him  would 
Paul  have  to  go  forth  with  him ;  and  took  and  circumcised  him 
because  of  the  Jews  which  were  in  those  places  {Koi  Xafiiov 
Tepurefxev  avTov  Sia  tov^  '\ov8aiovs  tovs  ovra^  €V  rots  tottois  cKctVots) ; 
for  they  all  knew  that  his  father  was  a  Greek  {y8€uray  yap  awavT€s 
oTt  "EXkrjv  6  Trarrjp  avrov  V7ryjpx€v)"^  The  principal  arguments 
of  those  who  maintain  the  truth  and  consistency  of  this  narrative 
briefly  are  :  Paul  resisted  the  circumcision  of  Titus  because  he 
was  a  Greek,  and  because  the  subject  then  actually  under  con- 
sideration was  the  immunity  from  the  Jewish  rite  of  Gentile 
Christians,  which  would  have  been  prejudiced  had  he  yielded  the 
point.  On  the  other  hand,  Timothy  was  the  son  of  a  Jewish 
mother,  and,  whilst  there  was  no  principle  here  in  question,  Paul 
circumcised  the  companion  whom  he  had  chosen  to  accompany 
him  in  his  missionary  journey,  both  as  a  recognition  of  his  Jewish 

*  Rom.  X.  12,  13.  '  Acts  xvi.  1-3. 
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origin  and  to  avoid  offence  to  the  Jews  whom  they  should 
encounter  in  the  course  of  their  ministry,  as  well  as  to  secure  for 
him  access  to  the  synagogues  which  they  must  visit :  Paul  in  this 
instance,  according  to  all  Apologists,  putting  in  practice  his  own 
declaration  (i  Cor.  ix.  19-20):  "For  being  free  from  all  men, 
I  made  myself  servant  unto  all  that  I  might  gain  the  more ; 
and  unto  the  Jews  I  became  as  a  Jew,  that  I  might  gain 
Jews." 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  author  who  chronicles  the 
supposed  circumcision  of  Timothy  makes  no  allusion  to  the  refusal 
of  Paul  to  permit  Titus  to  be  circumcised ;  an  omission  which  is 
not  only  singular  in  itself,  but  significant  when  we  find  him, 
immediately  after,  narrating  so  singular  a  concession  of  which  the 
Apostle  makes  no  mention.  Of  course  it  is  clear  that  Paul  could 
not  have  consented  to  the  circumcision  of  Titus,  and  we  have  only 
to  consider  in  what  manner  the  case  of  Timothy  differed  so  as  to 
support  the  views  of  those  who  hold  that  Paul,  who  would  not 
yield  to  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  ypon  him  in  the  case  of 
Titus,  might,  quite  consistently,  so  short  a  time  after,  circumcise 
Timothy  with  his  own  hand.  It  is  true  that  the  necessity  of 
circumcision  for  Gentile  Christians  came  prominently  into  question, 
during  Paul's  visit  to  Jerusalem,  from  the  presence  of  his  un- 
circumcised  follower  Titus,  and  no  doubt  the  abrogation  of  the 
rite  must  have  formed  a  striking  part  of  the  exposition  of  his 
Gospel,  which  Paul  tells  us  he  made  upon  this  occasion;  but  it  is 
equally  certain  that  the  necessity  of  circumcision  long  continued  to 
be  pressed  by  the  Judaistic  party  in  the  Church.  It  cannot  fairly 
be  argued  that,  at  any  time,  Paul  could  afford  to  relax  his  deter- 
mined and  consistent  attitude  as  the  advocate  for  the  universality 
of  Christianity  and  the  abrogation  of  a  rite,  insistence  upon  which, 
he  had  been  the  first  to  recognise,  would  have  been  fatal  to  the 
spread  of  Christianity.  To  maintain  that  he  could  safely  make 
such  a  concession  of  his  principles  and  himself  circumcise 
Timothy,  simply  because  at  that  precise  moment  there  was  no 
active  debate  upon  the  point,  is  inadmissible ;  for  his  Epistles 
abundantly  prove  that  the  topic,  if  it  ever  momentarily  subsided 
into  stubborn  silence,  was  continually  being  revived  with  renewed 
bitterness.  Pauline  views  could  never  have  prevailed  if  he  had 
been  willing  to  sacrifice  them  for  the  sake  of  conciliation  whenever 
they  were  not  actively  attacked. 

The  difference  of  the  occasion  cannot  be  admitted  as  a  valid 
reason ;  let  us,  therefore,  see  whether  any  difference  in  the  persons 
and  circumstances  removes  the  contradiction.  It  is  argued  that 
such  a  difference  exists  in  the  fact  that,  whilst  Titus  was  altogether 
a  Gentile,  Timothy,  on  the  side  of  his  mother  at  least,  was  a  Jew ; 
and  Thiersch,  following  a  passage  quoted  by  Wetstein,  states  that, 

3B 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


738  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 


according  to  Talmudic  prescriptions,  the  validity  of  mixed 
marriages  between  a  Jewess  and  a  Gentile  was  only  recognised 
upon  the  condition  that  the  children  should  be  brought  up  in  the 
religion  of  the  mother.  In  this  case,  he  argues,  Paul  merely 
carried  out  the  requirement  of  the  Jewish  law  by  circumcising 
Timothy,  which  others  had  omitted  to  do,  and  thus  secured  his 
admission  to  the  Jewish  synagogues  to  which  much  of  his  ministry 
was  directed,  but  from  which  he  would  have  been  excluded  had 
the  rite  not  been  performed.'  Even  Meyer,  however,  in  reference 
to  this  point,  replies  that  Paul  could  scarcely  be  influenced  by  the 
Talmudic  canon,  because  Timothy  was  already  a  Christian  and 
beyond  Judaism.'  Besides,  in  point  of  fact,  by  such  a  marriage 
the  Jewess  had  forfeited  Jewish  privileges.  Timothy,  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Mosaic  law,  was  not  a  Jew,  and  held,  in  reality,  no  better 
position  than  the  Greek  Titus.  He  had  evidently  been  brought 
up  as  a  Gentile,  and  the  only  question  which  could  arise  in  r^rd 
to  him  was  whether  he  must  first  become  a  Jew  before  he  could 
be  fully  recognised  as. a  Christian.  The  supposition  that  the 
circumcision  of  Timothy,  the  son  of  a  Greek,  after  he  had  actually 
become  a  Christian  without  having  passed  through  Judaism,  could 
secure  for  him  free  access  to  the  synagogues  of  the  Jews,  may  show 
how  exceedingly  slight  at  that  time  was  the  difference  between  the 
Jew  and  the  Christian,  but  it  also  suggests  the  serious  doubt 
whether  the  object  of  the  concession,  in  the  mind  of  the  author  of 
the  Acts,  was  not  rather  to  conciliate  the  Judaic  Christians  than 
to  represent  the  act  as  one  of  policy  towards  the  unbelieving  Jews. 
The  statement  of  the  Acts  is  that  Paul  circumcised  Timothy 
"  because  of  the  Jews  which  were  in  those  places ;  for  they  all 
knew  that  his  father  was  a  Greek."  If  the  reason  which  we  are  dis- 
cussing were  correct,  the  expression  would  more  probably  have 
been,  "  for  they  knew  that  his  mother  was  a  Jewess."  The  Greek 
father  might,  and  probably  did,  object  to  the  drcumcision  of  his 
son,  but  that  was  no  special  reason  why  Paul  should  circumcise 
him.  On  the  other  hand,  the  fact  that  the  Jews  knew  that  his 
father  was  a  Greek  made  the  action  attributed  to  Paul  a  concession 
which  the  author  of  the  Acts  thus  represented  in  its  most  concilia- 
tory light  The  circumcision  of  Timothy  was  clearly  declared  un- 
necessary by  the  apostolic  decree,  for  the  attempt  to  show  that  he 
was  legitimately  regarded  as  a  Jew  utterly  fails.  It  is  obvious  that, 
according  to  Pauline  doctrine,  there  could  be  no  obligation  for 
anyone  who  adopted  Christianity  to  undergo  this  initiatory  rite. 

'  Die  Kirche  im  ap.  Z.,  138.  Ewald  similarly  argues  that  Paul  circumcised 
Timothy  to  remove  die  stigma  attaching  to  him  as  the  child  of  such  a  mixed 
marriage  (Gesch,  V.  Isr.,  vi.  445  ;  Jahrb.  BibL  fViss.,  1857-58,  ix.,  p.  64). 

»  Apostelg,,  p.  354. 
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It  is  impossible  reasonably  to  maintain  that  any  case  has  been 
made  out  to  explain  why  Timothy,  who  had  grown  into  manhood 
without  being  circumcised,  and  had  become  a  Christian  whilst  un- 
circumcised,  should  at  that  late  period  be  circumcised.  Beyond 
the  reference  to  a  Talmudic  prescription,  in  fact,  which,  even  if  he 
knew  it,  could  not  possibly  have  been  recognised  by  Paul  as 
authoritative,  there  has  not  been  a  serious  attempt  made  to  show 
that  the  case  of  -Timothy  presents  exceptional  features  reconciling 
the  contradiction  otherwise  admitted  as  apparent. 

The  whole  apologetic  argument,  in  fact,  sinks  into  one  of  mere 
expediency :  Timothy,  the  son  of  a  Jewess  and  of  a  Greek,  and 
thus  having  a  certain  affinity  both  to  Jews  and  Gentiles,  would 
become  a  much  more  efficient  assistant  to  Paul  if  he  were  circum- 
cised and  thus  had  access  to  the  Jewish  synagogues ;  therefore 
Paul,  who  himself  became  as  a  Jew  that  he  might  win  the  Jews, 
demanded  the  same  sacrifice  from  his  follower.  But  can  this 
argument  bear  any  scrutiny  by  the  light  of  Paul's  own  writings  ? 
It  cannot  Paul  openly  claims  to  be  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles, 
and  just  before  the  period  at  which  he  is  supposed  to  circumcise 
Timothy  he  parts  from  the  elder  Apostles  with  the  understanding 
that  he  is  to  go  to  the  Gentiles  who  are  freed  from  circumcision. 
It  is  a  singular  commencement  of  his  mission,  to  circumcise  the 
son  of  a  Greek  father  after  he  had  become  a  Christian.  Such 
supposed  considerations  about  access  to  synagogues  and  concilia- 
tion of  the  Jews  would  seem  more  suitable  to  a  missionary  to  the 
circumcision  than  to  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles.  It  must  be 
apparent  to  all  that  in  going  more  specially  to  the  Gentiles,  as  he 
avowedly  was,  the  alleged  expediency  of  circumcising  Timothy 
falls  to  the  ground,  and,  on  the  contrary,  that  such  an  act  would 
have  compromised  his  whole  Gospel.  PauFs  characteristic  teach- 
ing was  the  inutility  of  circumcision,  and  upon  this  point  he  sus- 
tained the  incessant  attacks  of  the  emissaries  of  James  and  the 
Judaistic  party  without  yielding  or  compromise.  What  could  have 
been  more  ill-advised  under  such  circumstances  than  the  circum- 
cision with  his  own  hands  of  a  convert  who,  if  the  son  of  a  Jewess, 
was  likewise  the  son  of  a  Greek,  and  had  remained  uncircumcised 
until  he  had  actually  embraced  that  faith  which,  Paul  taught, 
superseded  circumcision  ?  The  Apostle  who  declared :  "  Behold, 
I  Paul  say  unto  you,  that  if  ye  be  circumcised,  Christ  will  profit 
you  nothing,"'  could  not  have  circumcised  the  Christian  Timothy; 
and  if  any  utterance  of  Paul  more  distinctly  and  explicitly  applic- 
able to  the  present  case  be  required,  it  is  aptly  supplied  by  the 
following :  "  Was  any  man  called  being  circumcised  ?  let  him 
not  become  uncircumcised.      Hath   any  man    been    called   in 


«  Gal.  v.  2. 
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uncircumcision  ?  let  him  not  be  circumcised Let  each  abide 

in  the  same  calling  wherein  he  was  called."' 

Apologists  quote  very  glibly  the  saying  of  Paul,  "Unto  the 
Jews  I  became  as  a  Jew,  that  I  might  gain  Jews,"  as  sufficiently 
justifying  the  act  which  we  are  considering ;  but  it  is  neither 
applicable  to  the  case,  nor  is  the  passage  susceptible  of  such  inter- 
pretation. The  special  object  of  Paul  at  that  time,  according  to 
his  own  showing,"  was  not  to  gain  Jews,  but  to  gain  Gentiles ;  and 
the  circumcision  of  Timothy  would  certainly  not  have  tended  to 
gain  (ientiles.  If  we  quote  the  whole  passage  from  which  the 
above  is  extracted,  the  sense  at  once  becomes  clear  and  different 
from  that  assigned  to  it :  "  For  being  free  from  all  men,  I  made 
myself  servant  unto  all,  that  I  might  gain  the  more  ;  and  unto  the 
Jews  I  became  as  a  Jew,  that  I  might  gain  Jews ;  to  them  under 
law,  as  under  law,  not  being  myself  under  law,  that  I  might  gain 
them  under  law ;  to  them  without  law,  as  without  law — not  being 
without  law  to  God,  but  under  law  to  Christ — ^that  I  might  gain 
them  without  law;  to  the  weak  I -became  weak,  that  I  might  gain 
the  weak ;  I  am  become  all  things  to  all  men,  that  I  may  by  all 
means  save  some.  And  all  things  I  do  for  the  GospePs  sake,  that 
I  may  become  a  partaker  thereof  with  them."3  It  is  clear  that  a 
man  who  could  become  "  all  things  to  all  men,"  in  the  sense  of 
yielding  any  point  of  principle,  must  be  considered  without 
principle  at  all,  and  no  one  could  maintain  that  Paul  was  apt  to 
concede  principles.  Judged  by  his  own  statements,  indeed,  his 
character  was  the  very  reverse  of  this.  There  is  no  shade  of  con- 
ciliation when  he  declares  :  "  But  though  we,  or  an  angel  from 
heaven,  should  preach  any  Gospel  unto  you  other  than  that  we 

preached  unto  you,  let  him  be  accursed For  am  I  now  making 

men  my  friends,  or  God  ?  or  am  I  seeking  to  please  men  ?  If  I 
were  still  pleasing  men,  I  should  not  be  a  servant  of  Christ."-* 
The  Gospel  of  which  he  speaks,  and  which  he  protests  **  is  not 
after  men,"  but  received  "  through  a  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ, "s 
is  that  Gospel  which  Paul  preached  among  the  Gentiles,  and  which 
proclaimed  the  abrogation  of  the  law  and  of  circumcision.  Paul 
might  in  one  sense  say  that  "  circumcision  is  nothing,  and  uncir- 
cumcision is  nothing,  but  keeping  the  commandments  of  God  ";^ 
but  such  a  statement,  simply  intended  to  express  that  there  was 
neither  merit  in  the  one  nor  in  the  other,  clearly  does  not  apply  to 
the  case  before  us,  and  no  way  lessens  the  force  of  the  words  we 
have  quoted  above :  "  If  ye  be  circumcised,  Christ  will  profit  you 
nothing."  In  Paul  such  a  concession  would  have  been  in  the 
highest  degree  a  sacrifice  of  principle,  and  one  which  he  not  only 

*  I  Cor.  vii.  1 8,  20.  ^  Gal.  ii.  9.  3  i  Cor.  ix.  19-23. 

*  Gal.  i.  8,  10.  s  /<j.,  i.  11^  12.  6  I  Cor.  viL  19. 
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refused  to  make  in  the  case  of  Titus,  "that  the  truth  of  the 
Gospel  might  abide,"  but  equally  maintained  in  the  face  of  the 
pillar  Apostles,  when  he  left  them  and  returned  to  the  Gentiles 
whilst  they  went  back  to  the  circumcision.  Paul's  idea  of  being 
"  all  things  to  all  men  "  is  illustrated  by  his  rebuke  to  Peter — once 
more  to  refer  to  the  scene  at  Antioch.  Peter  apparently  practised 
a  little  of  that  conciliation  which  Apologists,  defending  the  unknown 
author  of  the  Acts  at  the  expense  of  Paul,  consider  to  be  the 
sense  of  the  Apostle's  words.  Paul  repudiated  such  an  inference, 
by  withstanding  Peter  to  the  face  as  condemned,  and  guilty  of 
hypocrisy.  Paul  became  all  things  to  all  men  by  considering 
their  feelings,  and  exhibiting  charity  and  forbearance,  in  matters 
indifferent.  He  was  careful  not  to  make  his  liberty  a  stumbling 
block  to  the  weak.  "  If  food  maketh  my  brother  to  offend,  I  will 
eat  no  flesh  for  ever  lest  I  make  my  brother  to  offend."'  Self- 
abnegation  in  the  use  of  enlightened  liberty,  however,  is  a  very 
different  thing  from  the  concession  of  a  rite,  which  it  was  the 
purpose  of  his  whole  Gospel  to  discredit,  and  the  labour  of  his 
life  to  resist.  Once  more  we  repeat  that  the  narrative  of  the  Acts 
regarding  the  circumcision  of  Timothy  is  contradictory  to  the 
character  and  teaching  of  Paul  as  ascertained  from  his  Epistles, 
and,  like  so  many  other  portions  of  that  work  which  we  have 
already  examined,  must  be  rejected  as  unhistorical. 

We  have  already  tested  the  narrative  of  the  author  of  the  Acts 
by  the  statements  of  Paul  in  the  first  two  chapters  of  the  Galatians 
at  such  length  that,  although  the  subject  is  far  from  exhausted,  we 
must  not  proceed  further.  We  think  that  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  rdle  assigned  to  the  Ajjostle  Paul  in  Acts  xv.  is  unhis- 
torical, and  it  is  imnecessary  for  us  to  point  out  the  reasons  which 
led  the  writer  to  present  him  in  such  subdued  colours.  We  must, 
however,  before  finally  leaving  the  subject,  very  briefly  point  out 
a  few  circumstances  which  throw  a  singular  light  upon  the  relations 
which  actually  existed  between  Paul  and  the  elder  Apostles,  and 
tend  to  show  their  real,  if  covert,  antagonism  to  the  Gospel  of  the 
uncircumcision.  We  may  at  the  outset  remark,  in  reference  to  an 
objection  frequently  made — that  Paul  does  not  distinctly  refer  to 
the  Apostles  as  opposing  his  teaching,  and  does  not  personally 
attack  them — that  such  a  course  would  have  been  suicidal  in  the 
Apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  whilst  on  the  other  hand  it  could  not  but 
have  hindered  the  acceptance  of  his  Gospel,  for  which  he  was  ever 
ready  to  endure  so  much.  The  man  who  wrote,  "  If  it  be  possible, 
as  much  as  dependeth  on  you  be  at  peace  with  all  men,"*  could 
well  be  silent  in  such  a  cause.  Paul,  in  venturing  to  preach  the 
Gospel   of    the    uncircumcision,    laboured    under    the    singular 

'  I  Cor.  viii.  13.  '  Rom.  xiii.  18. 
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disadvantage  of  not   having,  like  the  Twelve,  been  an  immediate 
disciple  of  the  Master.     He  had  been  "  as  the  one  bom  out  of 
due  time,"'  and  althrugh  he  claimed  that  his  Gospel  had  not  been 
taught  to  him  by  man,  but  had  been  received  by  direct  revelation 
from  Jesus,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  his  apostolic  position  was 
constantly  assailed.     The  countenance  of  the  elder  Ap)ostles,  even 
if  merely  tacit,  was  of  great  importance  to  the  success  of  his  work ; 
and  he  felt  this  so  much  that,  as  he  himself  states,  he  went  up  to 
Jerusalem  to  communicate  to  them  the  Gospel  which  he  preached 
among  the  Gentiles,  **  lest  by  any  means  I  might  be  running  or 
did  run  in  vain.''^*     Any  open  breach  between  them  would  have 
frustrated  his  labours.     Had  Paul  been  in  recognised  enmity  with 
the  Twelve  who  had  been  selected  as  his  special  disciples  by  the 
Master,   and   been  repudiated  and  denounced   by  them,    it   is 
obvious  that  his  position  would  have  been  a  precarious  one.      He 
had  no  desire  for  schism.      His  Gospel,  besides,  was  merely  a 
development  of  that  of  the  elder  Apostles ;  and,  however  much 
they  might  resent  his  doctrine  of  the  abrogation  of  the  law  and 
of  the  inutility  of  circumcision,  they  could  still  regard  his  Gentile 
converts  as  at  least  in  some  sort  Proselytes  of  the  Gate,     With 
every  inducement  to  preserve  peace  if  by  any  means  possible,  and 
to  suppress  every  expression  of  disagreement  with  the  Twelve,  it 
is  not  surprising  that  we  find  so  little  direct  reference  to  the  elder 
Apostles  in  his  epistles.     During  his  visit  to  Jerusalem  he  did  not 
succeed  in  converting  them  to  his  views.     They  still  limited  their 
ministry  to  the  circumcision,  and  he  had  to  be  content  with  a  tacit 
consent  to  his  work  amongst  the  heathen.     But  although  we  have 
no  open  utterance  of  his  irritation,  the  suppressed  impatience  of 
his  spirit,  even  at  the  recollection  of  the  incidents  of  his  visit, 
betrays  itself  in  abrupt  sentences,  unfinished  expressions,  and 
grammar  which  breaks  down  in  the  struggle  of  repressed  emotion. 
We  have  already  said  enough  regarding  his  ironical  references  to 
those  "  who  seem  to  be  something,"  to  the  "  overmuch  Apostles," 
and  we  need  not  again  point  to  the  altercation  between  Paul  and 
Cephas  at  Antioch,  and  the  strong  language  used  by  the  former. 

Nothing  is  more  certain  than  the  fact  that,  during  his  whole 
career,  the  Apostle  Paul  had  to  contend  with  systematic  opposition 
from  the  Judaic  Christian  party ;  and  the  only  point  regarding 
which  there  is  any  difference  of  opinion  is  the  share  in  this  taken 
by  the  Twelve.  As  we  cannot  reasonably  expect  to  find  any  plain 
statement  of  this  in  the  writings  of  the  Apostle,  we  are  forced  to 
take  advantage  of  such  indications  as  can  be  discovered.  Upon 
one  point  we  are  not  left  in  doubt.  The  withdrawal  of  Peter  and 
the  others  at  Antioch  from  communion  with  the  Gentile  Christians, 
and,  consequently,  from  the  side  of  Paul,  was  owing  to  the  arrival 

»  Gal.  ii.  2.  »  I  Cor.  xv.  8. 
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of  certain  men  from  James,  for  the  Apostle  expressly  states  so. 
No  surprise  is  expressed,  however,  at  the  effect  produced  by  these 
rivh  dirh  'laKwjSov,  and  the  clear  inference  is  that  they  repre- 
sented the  views  of  a  naturally  antagonistic  party — an  inference 
which  is  in  accordance  with  all  that  we  elsewhere  read  of  James. 
It  is  difficult  to  separate  the  nvks  dirh  'laKw^ov  from  the  tifcs 
of  the  preceding  chapter  (i.  7)  who  "  trouble  "  the  Galatians,  and 
"  desire  to  pervert  the  Gospel  of  Christ,"  asserting  the  necessity  of 
circumcision,  against  whom  the  Epistle  is  directed.  Again  we 
meet  with  the  same  vague  and  cautious  designation  of  Judaistic 
opponents  in  his  second  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians  (iii.  i),  where 
"  some  "  (rtv€s)  bearers  of  "  letters  of  commendation  "  ((rvcrrariKfov 
hrurroXMv),  from  persons  unnamed,  were  attacking  the  Apostle 
and  endeavouring  to  discredit  his  teaching.  By  whom  were  these 
letters  written  ?  We  cannot,  of  course,  give  an  authoritative  reply, 
but,  we  may  ask,  by  whom  could  letters  of  commendation  posses- 
sing an  authority  which  could  have  weight  against  that  of  Paul  be 
written,  except  by  the  elder  Apostles  ?  We  have  certain  evidence 
in  the  first  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians  that  parties  had  arisen  in  the 
Church  of  Corinth  in  opposition  to  Paul.  These  parties  were 
distinguished,  as  the  AposUe  himself  states,  by  the  cries,  "  I  am  of 
Paul,  and  I  of  ApoUos,  and  I  of  Cephas,  and  I  of  Christ  ''*  (eyw 
fiev  ctfw  IlavXoi',  cyo)  8c  'AttoXXcu,  cyw  Sc  Krj<t>ay  cyo)  Sk  X^mttov), 
Whatever  differences  of  opinion  there  may  be  as  to  the  precise 
nature  of  these  parties,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  both  the  party 
"  of  Cephas "  and  the  party  "  of  Christ "  held  strong  Judaistic 
views,  and  assailed  the  teaching  of  Paul  and  his  Apostolic 
authority.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  persons  to  whom  the  Apostle 
refers  in  connection  with  "  letters  of  commendation  "  were  of  these 
parties. 

Apologists  argue  that  "  in  claiming  Cephas  as  the  head  of  their 
party  they  had  probably  neither  more  nor  less  ground  than  their 
rivals,  who  sheltered  themselves  under  the  names  of  Apollos  and 
of  Paul."'  It  is  obvious,  however,  that,  in  a  Church  founded  by 
Paul,  there  could  have  been  no  party  created  with  the  necessity  to 
take  his  name  as  their  watchword,  except  as  a  reply  to  another 
party  which,  having  intruded  itself,  attacked  him,  and  forced 
those  who  maintained  the  views  of  their  own  Apostle  to  raise 
such  a  counter  cry.  The  parties  "  of  Cephas  "  and  "  of  Christ " 
were  manifestly  aggressive,  intruding  themselves,  as  the  Apostle 
complains,  into  "other  men's  labours ",3  and  this,  in  some  manner, 
seems  to  point  to  that  convention  between  the  Apostle  and  the 


'  I  Cor.  i.  12. 

"  Lightfoot,  St,  PauVs  Ep.  to  the  Galatians^  1874,  p.  355. 

3  2  Cor.  X.  13  f. 
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Three — that  he  should  go  to  the  Gentiles,  and  they  to  the  circum- 
cision— which,  barely  more  than  passive  neutrality  at  the  banning, 
soon  became  covertly  antagonistic  The  fact  that  the  party  "  of 
Paul "  was  not  an  organised  body,  so  to  say,  directed  by  the 
Apostle  as  a  party  leader,  in  no  way  renders  it  probable  that  the 
party  of  Cephas,  which  carried  on  active  and  offensive  measures, 
had  not  much  more  ground  in  claiming  Cephas  as  their  head. 
One  point  is  indisputable,  that  no  party  ever  claims  any  man  as 
its  leader  who  is  not  clearly  associated  with  the  views  it  maintains. 
The  party  "  of  Cephas,"  representing  Judaistic  views,  opposing  the 
teaching  of  Paul  and  joining  in  denying  his  Apostolic  claims,  cer- 
tainly would  not  have  taken  Peter's  name  as  their  watch-cry  if  he  had 
been  known  to  hold  and  express  such  Pauline  sentiments  as  are 
put  into  his  mouth  in  the  Acts,  or  had  not,  on  the  contrary,  been 
intimately  identified  with  Judaistic  principles.  Religious  parties 
may  very  probably  mistake  the  delicate  details  of  a  leader's  teach- 
ing, but  they  can  scarcely  be  wrong  in  regard  to  his  general 
principles.  If  Peter  had  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  flagrantly 
misunderstood  by  his  followers,  and,  whilst  this  party  preached  in 
his  name  Judaistic  doctrines  and  anti-Pauline  opinions,  the  Apostle 
himself  advocated  the  abrogation  of  the  law  as  a  burden  which  the 
Jews  themselves  were  not  able  to  bear,  and  actively  shared  Pauline 
convictions,  is  it  possible  to  suppose  that  Paul  would  not  have 
pointed  out  the  absurdity  of  such  a  jmrty  claiming  such  a 
leader  ? 

The  fact  is,  however,  that  Paul  never  denies  the  claim  of  those 
who  shelter  themselves  under  the  names  of  Peter  and  James, 
never  questions  their  veracity,  and  never  adopts  the  simple  and 
natural  course  of  stating  that,  in  advancing  these  names,  they  are 
impostors  or  mistaken.  On  the  contrary,  upon  all  occasions  he 
evidently  admits,  by  his  silence,  the  validity  of  the  claim.  We  are 
not  left  to  mere  inference  that  the  adopted  head  actually 
shared  the  views  of  the  party.  Paul  himself  distinguishes  Peter 
as  the  leader  of  the  party  of  the  circumcision  in  a  passage  in 
his  letter  to  the  Galatians  already  frequently  referred  to,'  and  the 
episode  at  Antioch  confirms  the  description,  and  leaves  no  doubt 
that  Peter's  permanent  practice  was  to  force  the  Gentiles  to 
Judaise.  For  reasons  which  we  have  already  stated,  Paul  could 
not  but  have  desired  to  preserve  peace,  or  even  the  semblance  of 
it,  with  the  elder  Apostles,  for  the  Gospel's  sake ;  and  he,  there- 
fore, wisely  leaves  them  as  much  as  possible  out  of  the  question 
and  deals  with  their  disciples.  It  is  obvious  that  policy  must  have 
dictated  such  a  course.  By  ignoring  the  leaders  and  attacking 
their  followers,  he  suppressed  the  chief  strength  of  his  opponents 

'  Gal.  ii.  7  f. 
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r  and  kept  out  of  sight  the  most  formidable  argument  against  him- 

:  self — the  concurrence  with  them  of  the  elder  Apostles.     On  the 

one  hand,  the  Epistles  of  Paul  bear  no  evidence  of  any  active 
r  sympathy  and  co-operation  with  his  views  and  work  on  the  part  of 

[  the  elder  Apostles.      On  the  other,  Paul  is  everywhere  assailed  by 

s  Judaistic  adversaries  who  oppose  his  Gospel  and  deny  his  Apostle- 

ship,  and  who  claim  as  their  leaders  the  elder  Apostles, 
c  If,   even  without  pressing  expressions  to  their  extreme  and 

t  probable  point,  we   take  the  contrast  drawn  between   his  own 

t  Gospel  and  that  of  the  circumcision,  the  reality  of  the  antagonism 

t  must  be  apparent.     "  For  we  arc  not  as  the  many  (ol  ttoXXo^) 

f  which  adulterate  the  word  of  God ;  but  as  of  sincerity,  but  as  of 

^  God,  before  God,  speak  we  in  Christ."^     Later  on  in  the  letter, 

after  referring  to  the  intrusion  of  the  opposite  party  into  the  circle 
^  of  his  labours,  Paul  declares  that  his  impatience  and  anxiety  pro- 

j^  ceed  from  godly  jealousy  at  the  possible  effect  of  the  Judaistic 

,  intruders  upon  the  Corinthians.      "  But  I  fear,  lest  by  any  means, 

;  as  the  serpent  beguiled  Eve  through  his  subtlety,  your  thoughts 

'  should  be  corrupted  from  the  simplicity  and  the  purity  that  is  in 

^  Christ.     For  if  he  that  cometh  preacheth  another  Jesus  whom  we 

!  did  not  preach,  or  if  ye  receive  another  spirit  which  ye  received 

^  not,  or  another  Gospel  which  ye  did  not  accept,  ye  bear  well  with 

him.  For  I  think  I  am  not  a  whit  behind  the  overmuch  Apostles 
(twv  v7r€p\iav  a7ro(rroXtov)."3  This  reference  to  the  elder 
Apostles  gives  point  to  much  of  the  Epistle  that  is  ambiguous, 
and  more  especially  when  the  Judaistic  nature  of  the  opposition  is 
so  clearly  indicated  a  few  verses  further  on :  "  Are  they  Hebrews  ? 
^  so  am  I.   Are  they  Israelites  ?  so  am  I.    Are  they  Abraham's  seed? 

so  am  I.     Are  they  ministers  of  Christ  ?   (I  speak  as  a  fool),  I  am 
more;   in  labours   more  abundantly,  in   prisons  exceedingly,  in 
'  deaths  often,"  etc.-* 

It  is  argued  that  the  Twelve  had  not  sufficient  authority  over 
[  their  followers  to  prevent  such  interference  with  Paul,  and  that  the 

relation   of  the   Apostle   to   the   Twelve   was :    "  Separation,  not 
'  opposition,  antagonism  of  the  followers  rather  than  of  the  leaders, 

personal  antipathy  of  the  Judaisers  to  St  Paul,  rather  than  of  St. 
^  Paul  to  the  Twelve.  "5     It  is  not  difficult  to  believe  that  the  anti- 

pathy of  Paul  to  the  Judaisers  was  less  than  that  felt  by  them 

\  '  Although  this  reading  is  supported  by  the  oldest  MSS.  such  as  A,  B,  C,  K,  ^, 

and  others,  the  reading  ol  XmttoI,  **  the  rest,"  stands  in  D,  E,  F,  G,  I,  and  a  large 
'  number  of  other  codices,  and  is  defended  by  many  critics  as  the  original,  which 

[  they  ar|[ue  was  altered  to  ol  roWol,  to  soften  the  apparent  hardness  of  such  an 

-  expression,  which  would  seem  to  imply  that  Paul  declared  himself  the  sole  true 

exponent  of  the  Gospel. 
'  2  Cor.  ii.  17.  3  /fi,^  xi.  2-5  ;  cf.  Gal.  i.  6  f.  *  2  Cor.  xi.  22  f. 

5  Jowett,  TAe  £/>s.  of  St,  Paul,  1855,  i.,  pp.  326,  339. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


746  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 


towards  him.  The  superiority  of  the  man  must  have  rendered  him 
somewhat  callous  to  such  dislike.*  But  the  mitigated  form  of 
difference  between  Paul  and  the  Twelve  here  assumed,  although 
still  very  different  from  the  representations  of  the  Acts,  cannot  be 
established,  but,  on  the  contrary,  must  be  much  widened  before  it 
can  justly  be  taken  as  that  existing  between  Paul  and  the  elder 
Apostles.  We  do  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  there  was  open 
enmity  between  them,  or  active  antagonism  of  any  distinct 
character  on  the  part  of  the  Twelve  to  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles; 
but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  not  only  disliked  his 
teaching,  but  endeavoured  to  counteract  it  by  their  own  ministry 
of  the  circumcision.  They  not  only  did  not  restrain  the  opposition 
of  their  followers,  but  they  abetted  them  in  their  counter-assertion 
of  Judaistic  views.  Had  the  Twelve  felt  any  cordial  friendship  for 
Paul,  and  exhibited  any  active  desire  for  the  success  of  his  ministry 
of  the  uncircumcision,  it  is  quite  impossible  that  his  work  could 
have  been  so  continuously  and  vexatiously  impeded  by  the 
persecution  of  the  Jewish  Christian  party.  The  Apostles  may  not 
have  possessed  sufficient  influence  or  authority  entirely  to  control 
the  action  of  adherents,  but  it  would  be  folly  to  suppose  that,  if 
unanimity  of  views  had  prevailed  between  them  and  Paul,  and  a 
firm  and  consistent  support  had  been  extended  to  him,  such 
systematic  resistance  as  he  everywhere  encountered  from  the  party 
professing  to  be  led  by  the  "  pillar "  Apostles  could  have  been 
seriously  maintained,  or  that  he  could  have  been  left  alone  and 
unaided  to  struggle  against  it  If  the  relations  between  Paul  and 
the  Twelve  had  been  such  as  are  intimated  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  his  Epistles  must  have  presented  undoubted  evidence  of 
the  fact  Both  negatively  and  positively  they  testify  the  absence 
of  all  support,  and  the  existence  of  antagonistic  influence  on  the 
part  of  the  elder  Apostles;  and  external  evidence  fully  confirms  the 
impression  which  the  Epistles  produce." 

*  We  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  refer  to  the  argument  that  the  collections 
made  b^  Paul  for  the  poor  of  Jerusalem,  etc.,  in  times  of  distress  prove  the 
unanimity  which  prevailed  between  them.  Charity  is  not  a  matter  of  doctrine, 
and  the  Good  Samaritan  does  not  put  the  suffering  man  through  his  catechism 
l^fore  he  relieves  his  wants. 

*  "  Everywhere  in  the  Epistles  of  St.  Paul  and  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles 
we  find  traces  of  an  opposition  between  the  Jew  and  the  Gentile,  the  circum- 
cision and  the  uncircumcision.  It  is  found  not  only  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Galatians,  but  in  a  scarcely  less  aggravated  form  in  the  two  Epistles  to  the 
Corinthians,  softened,  indeed,  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  and  yet  distinctly 
traceable  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Philippians ;  the  party  of  the  circumcision 
appearing  to  triumph  in  Asia,  at  the  veiy  close  of^  the  Apostle's  life,  in  the 
second  Epistle  to  Timothy.  In  all  these  Epistles  we  have  proofe  of  a  reaction 
to  Judaism ;  but,  though  they  are  addressed  to  Churches  chiefly  of  Gentile  origin, 
never  of  a  reaction  to  heathenism.  Could  this  have  been  the  case  unless 
within  the  Church  itself  there  had  been  a  Jewish  party  urging  upon  the  members 
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-  From  any  point  of  view  which  may  be  taken,  the  Apocalypse  is 

*:  an  important  document  in  connection  with  this  point.     If  it  be 

accepted  as  a  work  of  the  Apostle  John— the  preponderance  of 

li.  evidence  and   critical   opinion  assigns  it  to  him — this  book,  of 

f  course,  possesses  the  greatest  value  as  an  indication  of  his  views. 

t'  If  it  be  merely  regarded  as  a  contemporary  writing,  it  still  is  most 

b  interesting  as  an  illustration  of  the  religious  feeling  of  the  period. 

2  The  question  is :  Does  the  Apocalypse  contain  any  reference  to 

£  the  Apostle  Paul,  or  throw  light  upon  the  relations  between  him 

k  and  the  elder  Apostles  ?     If  it  do  so,  and  be  the  work  of  one  of 

l:  the  oTvXoi,  nothing  obviously  could  be  more  instructive.     In  the 

fcs  messages  to  the  seven  churches  there  are  references  and  denuncia- 

iC  tions  which,  in  the  opinion  of  many  able  critics,  are    directed 

t:  against  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  and  his  characterislic  teaching. 

c  Who  but  Paul  and  his  followers  can  be  referred  to  in  the  Epistle 

to  the  Church  of  Ephesus :  "  I  know  thy  works,  and  thy  labour, 

;;  and  thy  patience,  and  that  thou  canst  not  bear  wicked  persons : 

^  and  didst  try  them  which  say  they  are  Apostles  and  are  not,  and 

didst  find  them  liars"?'     Paul  himself  informs  us  not  only  of  his 

y  sojourn  in  Ephesus,  where  he  believed  that  "  a  great  and  effectual 

.  door  "  was  opened  to  him,  but  adds,  "there  are  many  adversaries" 

(arrtK€i/i€vot  ttoAXoi)."      The    foremost   charge    brought  against 

the  churches  is  that  they  have  those  that  hold  the  teaching  of 

Balaam,  who  taught  Balak  to  cast  a  stumbling-block  before  the 

.  sons  of  Israel,  "  to  eat  things  offered  unto  idols.  "3     The  teaching  of 

'  of  the  Church  the  performance  of  a  rite  repulsive  in  itself,  if  not  as  necessary  to 

!  salvation,  at  any  rate  as  a  counsel  of  perfection,  seeking  to  make  them  in  Jewish 

I  language,  not  merely  proselytes  of  the  gate,  but  proselytes  of  righteousness  ? 

What,  if  not  this,  is  the  reverse  side  of  the  Epistles  of  St.  Paul  ? — that  is  to  say, 

■  the  motives,  object,  or  basis  of  teaching  of  his  opponents,  who  came  with 

■  'epistles  of  commendation '  to  the  Church  of  Corinth  (2  Cor.  iii.  i) ;  who  pro- 
fess themselves  *  to  be  Christ's'  in  a  special  sense  (2  Cor.  x.  7) ;  who  say  they 
are  of  Apollos,  or  Cephas,  or  Christ  (i  Cor.  i.  12) ;  or  Tames  (Gal.  ii.  12) ;  who 
preach  Christ  of  contention  (Phil.  i.  15,  17) ;  who  deny  St.  Paul's  authority 
(i  Cor.  ix.  I,  Gal.  iv.  16);  who  slander  his  life  (i  Cor.  ix.  3,7).  We  meet 
these  persons  at  every  turn.  Are  they  the  same,  or  different  ?  Are  they  mere 
chance  opponents,  or  do  they  represent  to  us  one  spirit,  one  mission,  one 
determination  to  root  out  the  Apostle  and  his  doctrine  from  the  Christian  Church  ? 
Nothing  but  the  fragmentary  character  of  St.  Paul's  writings  could  conceal  from 
us  the  fact  that  here  was  a  concerted  and  continuous  opposition  "  (Jowett,  TAe 
Eps,  of  St.  Paul,  i.,  p.  332  f.). 

*  ii.  2.  »  I  Cor.  xvi.  9. 

3  Apoc.  ii.  14,  2a  We  do  not  enter  upon  the  discussion  as  to  the  exact 
interpretation  of  ropv^wroxy  always  associated  with  the  ^7e?i»  ^Ih^akhQvr^y 
regarding  which  opinions  differ  very  materially.  It  is  probable  that  the 
Apocalyptist  connected  the  eating  of  things  offered  to  idols  with  actual 
idolatrous  worship.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  maxim  of  Paul,  "  all  things 
are  lawful  unto  me"  (Tdi'ra  /aoi  i^cffriy),  i  Cor.  vi.  12,  x.  23,  may  have  been 
abused  by  his  followers ;  and,  in  any  case,  such  a  sentiment,  coupled  with  Paul's 
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Paul  upon  this  point  is  well  known,  i  Cor.  viii.  i  f.,  x.  25  f.,  Rom. 
xiv.  2  f.,  and  the  reference  here  cannot  be  mistaken ;  and  when  in 
the  Epistle  to  the  Church  of  Thyatira,  after  denouncing  the  teach- 
ing "  to  eat  things  offered  unto  idols,"  the  Apocalyptist  goes  on  to 
encourage  those  who  have  not  this  teaching,  "  who  knew  not  the 
depths  of  Satan  (ra  I3a6rf  rov  o-arava),*  as  they  say"  the  ex- 
pression of  Paul  himself  is  taken  to  denounce  his  doctrine ;  for  the 
Apostle,  defending  himself  against  the  attacks  of  those  parties  "  of 
Cephas  "  and  "  of  Christ "  in  Corinth,  writes  :  "  But  God  revealed 
(them)  to  us  through  his  Spirit ;  for  the  Spirit  searcheth  all  things, 
even  the  depths  of  God "  (rot  ^dOrj  rov  0€ov) — "  the  depths  of 
Satan"  rather,  retorts  the  Judaistic  author  of  the  Apocalypse, 
ra  pdOrj  does  not  occur  elsewhere  in  the  New  Testament. 
Again,  in  the  address  to  the  Churches  of  Smyrna  and  Philadelphia, 
when  the  writer  denounces  those  "  who  say  that  they  are  Jews,  and 
are  not,  but  a  synagogue  of  Satan,"*  whom  has  he  in  view  but 
those  Christians  whom  Paul  had  taught  to  consider  circumcision 
unnecessary  and  the  law  abrogated  ?  We  find  Paul,  in  the  Epistle 
to  the  Corinthians,  so  often  quoted,  obliged  to  defend  himself 
against  these  Judaising  parties  upon  this  very  point :  "  Are  they 
Hebrews  ?  so  am  I.  Are  they  Israelites  ?  so  am  I.  Are  they 
Abraham's  seed?  so  am  I. "3  It  is  manifest  that  his  adversaries 
had  vaunted  their  own  Jewish  origin  as  a  title  of  superiority  over 
the  Apostle  of  the  Gtentiles. 

We  have,  however,  further  evidence  of  the  same  attack 
upon  Paul  regarding  this  point.  Epiphanius  points  out  that 
the  Ebionites  denied  that  Paul  was  a  Jew,  and  asserted  that 
he  was  born  of  a  Gentile  father  and  mother,  but  that,  having 
gone  up  to  Jerusalem,  he  became  a  proselyte  and  submitted 
to  circumcision  in  the  hope  of  marrying  a  daughter  of  the  high 
priest.  But  afterwards,  according  to  them,  enraged  at  not  secur- 
ing the  maiden  for  his  wife,  Paul  wrote  against  circumcision  and 
the  Sabbath  and  the  law.*  The  Apostle  Paul,  whose  constant 
labour  it  ^-as  to  destroy  the  particularism  of  the  Jew  and  raise  the 
Gentile  to  full,  free,  and  equal  participation  with  him  in  the 
benefits  of  the  New  Covenant,  could  not  but  incur  the  bitter  dis- 
pleasure of  the  Apocalyptist,  for  whom  the  Grentiles  were,  as  such, 
the  type  of  all  that  was  common  and  unclean.  In  the  utterances 
of  the  seer  of  Patmos  we  seem  to  hear  the  expression  of  all  that 

teaching  and  his  abandonment  of  the  Law,  must  have  appeared  absolute  licence 
to  the  Judaistic  party.  We  must  also  pass  over  the  discussion  regarding  the 
signification  of  **  Balaam."  The  Nicolaitans  are  not  only  classed  as  followers 
of  the  teaching  of  Balaam,  but  as  adherents  of  Paul. 

'  Apoc,  ii.  24.  This  is  the  reading  of  ^,  P,  and  some  other  codices ;  A,  B, 
C,  read  rd  jSa^^a. 

'  Apoc,  ii.  9,  iii.  9.      3  2  Cor.  xi.  22  ;  cf.  Philip,  iii.  4  f.       *  /far.,  xxx.  16. 
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Judaistic  hatred  and  opposition  which  pursued  the  Apostle  who 
laid  the  axe  to  the  root  of  Mosaism,  and,  in  his  efforts  to  free 
Christianity  from  trammels  which,  more  than  any  other,  retarded 
its  triumphant  development,  aroused  against  himself  all  the 
virulence  of  Jewish  illiberality  and  prejudice.  The  results 
at  which  we  have  arrived  might  be  singularly  confirmed  by 
an  examination  of  the  writings  of  the  first  two  centuries,  and 
by  observing  the  attitude  assumed  towards  the  Apostle  of  the 
Gentiles  by  such  men  as  Justin  Martyr,  Papias,  Hegesippus,  and 
the  author  of  the  Clementines ;  but  we  have  already  devoted  too 
much  space  to  this  subject,  and  here  we  must  reluctantly  leave  it. 

The  steps  by  which  Christianity  was  gradually  freed  from  the 
trammels  of  Judaism,  and  became  a  religion  of  unlimited  range 
and  universal  fitness,  were  clearly  not  those  stated  in  the  Acts 
of  the  Apostles.  Its  emancipation  from  Mosaism  was  not 
effected  by  any  liberal  action  or  enlightened  guidance  on  the 
part  of  the  elder  Apostles.  At  the  death  of  their  Master  the 
Twelve  remained  closely  united  to  Judaism,  and  evidently  were 
left  without  any  understanding  that  Christianity  was  a  new 
religion  which  must  displace  Mosaic  institutions,  and  replace 
the  unbearable  yoke  of  the  law  by  the  divine  liberty  of  the 
Gospel.  To  the  last  moment  regarding  which  we  have  any 
trustworthy  information,  the  Twelve,  as  might  have  been  expected, 
retained  all  their  early  religious  customs  and  all  their  Jewish 
prejudices.  They  were  simply  Jews  believing  that  Jesus  was 
the  Messiah ;  and  if  the  influence  of  Paul  enlarged  their  views 
upon  some  minor  points,  we  have  no  reason  to  believe  that 
they  ever  abandoned  their  belief  in  the  continued  obligation  of 
the  law,  and  the  necessity  of  circumcision  for  full  participation 
in  the  benefits  of  the  Covenant.  The  author  of  the  Acts  would 
have  us  believe  that  they  required  no  persuasion,  but  anticipated 
Paul  in  the  gospel  of  uncircumcision. 

It  is  not  within  the  scope  of  this  work  to  inquire  how 
Paul  originally  formed  his  views  of  Christian  universalism. 
Once  formed,  it  is  easy  to  understand  how  rapidly  they 
must  have  been  developed  and  confirmed  by  experience 
amongst  the  Gentiles.  Whilst  the  Twelve  still  remained 
in  the  narrow  circle  of  Judaism  and  could  not  be  moved 
beyond  the  ministry  of  the  circumcision,  Paul,  in  the  larger  and 
freer  field  of  the  world,  must  daily  have  felt  more  convinced 
that  the  abrogation  of  the  law  and  the  abandonment  of  circumci- 
sion were  essential  to  the  extension  of  Christianity  amongst  the 
Gentiles.  He  had  no  easy  task,  however,  to  convince  others  of 
this,  and  he  never  succeeded  in  bringing  his  elder  colleagues  over 
to  his  views.  To  the  end  of  his  life  Paul  had  to  contend  with 
bigoted  and  narrow-minded  opposition  within  the  Christian  body, 
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and  if  his  views  ultimately  triumphed,  and  the  seed  which  he 
sowed  eventually  yielded  a  rich  harvest,  he  himself  did  not 
live  to  see  the  day,  and  the  end  was  attained  only  by  slow 
and  natural  changes.  The  new  religion  gradually  extended 
beyond  the  limits  of  Judaism.  Gentile  Christians  soon  out- 
numbered Jewish  believers.  The  Twelve  whose  names  were 
the  strength  of  the  Judaistic  opposition  one  by  one  passed 
away ;  but,  above  all,  the  fall  of  Jerusalem  and  the  dispersion  of 
the  Christian  community  secured  the  success  of  Pauline  principles 
and  the  universalism  of  Christianity.  The  Church  of  Jerusalem 
could  not  bear  transplanting.  In  the  uncongenial  soil  of  Pella 
it  gradually  dwindled  away,  losing  first  its  influence  and,  soon 
after,  its  nationality.  The  divided  members  of  the  Jewish  party, 
scattered  amongst  the  Gentiles,  and  deprived  of  their  influential 
leaders,  could  not  long  retard  the  progress  of  the  liberalism 
which  they  still  continued  to  oppose  and  to  misrepresent  In 
a  word,  the  emancipation  of  Christianity  was  not  effected  by  the 
Twelve,  was  no  work  of  councils,  and  no  result  of  dreams  ;  but, 
receiving  its  first  great  impulse  from  the  genius  and  the  energy  of 
Paul,  its  ultimate  achievement  was  the  result  of  time  and  natural 
development. 


We  have  now  patiently  considered  the  **  Acts  of  the  Aposdes," 
and  although  it  has  in  no  way  been  our  design  exhaustively  to 
examine  its  contents,  we  have  more  than  sufficiently  done  so  to 
enable  the  reader  to  understand  the  true  character  of  the  document 
The  author  is  unknown,  and  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  identify 
him.  If  he  were  actually  the  Luke  whom  the  Church  indicates, 
our  results  would  not  be  materially  affected ;  but  the  mere  fact 
that  the  writer  is  unknown  is  obviously  fatal  to  the  Acts  as  a 
guarantee  of  miracles.  A  cycle  of  supernatural  occurrences  could 
scarcely,  in  the  estimation  of  any  rational  mind,  be  established  by 
the  statement  of  an  anonymous  author,  and  more  especially  one 
who  not  only  does  not  pretend  to  have  been  an  eye-witness  of  most 
of  the  miracles,  but  whose  narrative  is  either  uncorroborated  by 
other  testimony  or  inconsistent  with  itself,  and  contradicted  on 
many  points  by  contemporary  documents. 

The  phenomena  presented  by  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles 
become  perfectly  intelligible  when  we  recognise  that  it  is  the 
work  of  a  writer  living  long  after  the  occurrences  related,  whose 
pious  imagination  furnished  the  Apostolic  age  with  an  elaborate 
system  of  supernatural  agency,  far  beyond  the  conception  of 
any  other  New  Testament  writer,  by  which,  according  to  his 
view,  the  proceedings  of  the  Apostles  were  furthered  and  directed, 
and    the  infant  Church  miraculously  fostered.      On  examining 
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Other  portions  of  his  narrative,  we  find  that  they  present  the 
features  which  the  miraculous  elements  rendered  antecedently 
probable.  The  speeches  attributed  to  different  speakers  are 
all  cast  in  the  same  mould,  and  betray  the  composition  of  one 
and  the  same  writer.  The  sentiments  expressed  are  inconsistent 
with  what  we  know  of  the  various  speakers,  and  when  we 
test  the  circumstances  related  by  previous  or  subsequent  inci- 
dents and  by  trustworthy  documents,  it  becomes  apparent  that 
the  narrative  is  not  an  impartial  statement  of  facts,  but  a  repro- 
duction of  legends  or  a  development  of  tradition,  shaped  and 
coloured  according  to  the  purpose  or  the  pious  views  of  the 
writer. 

Our  comparison  of  passages  of  his  two  works  with  the  writings 
of  the  Jewish  historian  Josephus  seems  to  us  to  prove  that  the 
date  at  which  the  author  of  the  third  Synoptic  and  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles  composed  those  works  must  be  set  at  least  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  second  century,  and  he  is  thus  so  far  removed  from 
the  events  which  he  chronicles  that  there  is  ample  room,  if  not 
necessity,  for  the  exercise  of  imagination  in  narrating  the  career 
of  the  Apostles  who  are  supposed  to  carry  on  the  work  of  Jesus 
after  his  death.  In  the  third  Gospel  he  had,  certainly,  the  records 
of  earlier  writers,  to  whom  he  refers  in  his  opening  lines,  to  guide 
him ;  and  here  his  exaggeration  is  not  so  extreme  as  it  became 
after  he  proceeded  to  relate  the  course  of  Christianity,  when  Peter, 
James,  and  John  extended  their  missionary  labours,  and  Paul 
became  the  eloquent  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles.  The  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  composed  with  more  unfettered  imagination,  bears  none 
of  the  marks  of  sober  veracity.  The  Epistles  of  Paul  enable  us 
to  correct  his  statements  and  to  recognise  his  zealous,  but 
ineffectual,  efforts  to  harmonise  the  teaching  of  the  elder  Apostles, 
to  whom  Christianity  was  still  merely  a  development  of  Judaism, 
with  the  new  and  enlarged  doctrines  of  the  Apostle  of  the  Uncir- 
cumcision,  which  transformed  the  Mosaic  precepts  into  a  universal 
religion. 

Written  by  an  author  who  was  not  an  eye-witness  of  the  miracles 
related;  who  describes  events  not  as  they  really  occurred,  but  as 
his  pious  imagination  supposed  they  ought  to  have  occurred ;  who 
seldom  touches  history  without  distorting  it  by  legend,  until  the 
original  elements  can  scarcely  be  distinguished  ;  who  puts  his  own 
words  and  sentiments  into  the  mouths  of  the  Apostles  and  other 
persons  of.  his  narrative ;  and  who  represents  almost  every  phase 
of  the  Church  in  the  Apostolic  age  as  influenced,  or  directly  pro- 
duced, by  supernatural  agency — such  a  work  is  of  no  value  as 
evidence  for  occurrences  which  are  in  contradiction  to  all 
experience.  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  therefore,  is  not  only  an 
anonymous  work,   but  upon  due  examination   its  claims  to   be 
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considered  sober  and  veracious  history  must  be  emphatically 
rejected.  It  cannot  strengthen  the  foundations  of  supernatural 
religion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  by  its  profuse  and  indiscriminate 
use  of  the  miraculous  it  discredits  miracles,  and  affords  a  clearer 
insight  into  their  origin  and  fictitious  character. 
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THE    DIRECT    EVIDENCE    FOR    MIRACLES 
CHAPTER  I. 

THE   EPISTLES   AND   THE   APOCALYPSE 

Turning  from  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  to  the  other  works  of  the 
New  Testament,  we  shall  be  able  very  briefly  to  dispose  of  the 
Catholic  Epistles,  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  and  the  Apocalypse. 
The  so-called  Epistles  of  James,  Jude,  and  John  do  not  contain 
any  evidence  which,  even  supposing  them  to  be  authentic,  really 
bears  upon  our  inquiry  into  the  reality  of  miracles  and  Divine 
Revelation ;  and  the  testimony  of  the  Apocalypse  affects  it  quite 
as  little.  We  have  already,  in  examining  the  fourth  Gospel,  had 
occasion  to  say  a  good  deal  regarding  both  the  so-called  Epistles 
of  John  and  the  Apocalypse.  It  is  unnecessary  to  enter  upon  a 
more  minute  discussion  of  them  here.  "  Seven  books  of  the  New 
Testament,"  writes  Dr.  Westcott,  "  as  is  well  known,  have  been 
received  into  the  Canon  on  evidence  less  complete  than  that  by 
which  the  others  are  supported."'  These  are  "the  Epistles  of 
James,  Jude,  2  Peter,  2  and  3  John,  to  the  Hebrews,  and  the 
Apocalypse."  We  have  already  furnished  the  means  of  judging  of 
'  the  nature  of  the  evidence  upon  which  some  of  the  other  books 
have  been  received  into  the  Canon,  and,  the  evidence  for  most  of 
these  being  avowedly  "less  complete,"  its  nature  may  be  con- 
ceived. Works  which  for  a  long  period  were  classed  amongst  the 
Antilegomena,  or  disputed  books,  and  which  only  slowly  acquired 
authority  as,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  it  became  more  difficult  to 
examine  their  claims,  could  not  do  much  to  establish  the  reality  of 
miracles.  With  regard  to  the  Episde  to  the  Hebrews,  we  may 
remark  that  we  are  freed  from  any  need  to  deal  at  length  with  it, 
not  only  by  the  absence  of  any  specific  evidence  in  its  ccmtents, 
but  by  the  following  consideration.  If  the  Epistle  be  not  by  Paul 
— ^and  it  not  only  is  not  his,  but  does  not  even  pretend  to  be  so — 

'  On  the  Carum^  4th  ed.,  p.  347. 
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the  author  is  unknown,  and  therefore  the  document  has  no  weight 
as  testimony.  On  the  other  hand,  if  assigned  to  Paul,  we  shall 
have  sufficient  ground  in  his  genuine  Epistles  for  considering  the 
evidence  of  the  Apostle,  and  it  could  not  add  anything  even  if  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  were  included  in  the  number. 

The  first  Epistle  of  Peter  might  have  required  more  detailed 
treatment,  but  we  think  that  little  could  be  gained  by  demonstra- 
ting that  the  document  is  not  authentic,  or  showing  that,  in  any 
case,  the  evidence  which  it  could  furnish  is  not  of  any  value.  On 
the  other  liand,  we  are  averse  to  protract  the  argument  by  any 
elaboration  of  mere  details  which  can  be  avoided.  If  it  could  be 
absolutely  proved  that  the  Apostle  Peter  wrote  the  Epistle  circu- 
lating under  his  name,  the  evidence  for  miracles  would  only  be 
strengthened  by  the  fact  that,  incidentally,  the  doctrine  of  the 
Resurrection  of  Jesus  is  maintained.  No  historical  details  are 
given,  and  no  explanation  of  the  reasons  for  which  the  writer 
believed  in  it.  Nothing  more  would  be  proved  than  the  point 
that  Peter  himself  believed  in  the  Resurrection.  It  would  certainly 
be  a  matter  of  very  deep  interest  if  we  possessed  a  narrative 
written  by  the  Apostle  himself,  giving  minute  and  accurate  details 
of  the  phenomena  in  consequence  of  which  he  believed  in  so 
miraculous  an  event ;  but  since  this  Episde  does  nothing  more 
than  allow  us  to  infer  the  personal  belief  of  the  writer,  unaccom- 
panied by  corroborative  evidence,  we  should  not  gain  anything  by 
accepting  it  as  genuine.  We  are  quite  willing  to  assume,  without 
further  examination,  that  the  Apostle  Peter  in  some  way  believed 
in  the  Resurrection  of  his  Master.  For  the  argument  regarding 
the  reality  of  that  stupendous  miracle,  upon  which  we  are 
about  to  enter,  this  is  tantamount  to  assuming  the  authenticity  of 
the  Epistle. 

Coming  to  the  Epistles  of  Paul,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  go 
into  the  evidence  for  the  various  letters  in  our  New  Testament 
which  are  ascribed  to  him,  nor  shall  we  require  to  state  the* 
grounds  upon  which  the  authenticity  of  many  of  them  is  denied. 
Accepting  the  Epistles  to  the  Galatians,  Corinthians,  and  Romans 
in  the  main  as  genuine  compositions  of  the  Apostle,  the  question 
as  to  the  origin  of  the  rest,  so  far  as  our  inquiry  is  concerned  has 
little  or  no  interest.  From  these  four  letters  we  obtain  the  w'hole 
evidence  of  Paul  regarding  miracles,  and  this  we  nowpropose  carefully 
to  examine.  One  point  in  particular  demands  our  fullest  attention. 
It  is  undeniable  that  Paul  preached  the  doctrine  of  the  Resur- 
rection and  Ascension  of  Jesus  and  believed  in  those  evaats. 
Whilst,  therefore,  we  shall  not  pass  over  his  supposed  testimony 
for  the  possession  of  miraculous  powers,  we  shall  chiefly  devote 
our  attention  to  his  evidence  for  the  central  dogmas  of  Super- 
natural Religion,  the  Resurrection  and  Ascension  of  Jesus.     We 
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shall  not  limit  our  examination  to  the  testimony  of.  Paul, 
but,  as  the  climax  of  the  historical  argument  for  miracles 
endeavour  to  ascertain  the  exact  nature  of  the  evidence  upon 
which  belief  is  claimed  for  the  actual  occurrence  of  those 
stupendous  events.  For  this  our  inquiry  into  the  authorship  and 
credibility  of  the  historical  books  of  the  New  Testament  has  at 
length  prepared  us,  and  it  will  be  admitted  that,  in  subjecting 
these  asserted  miracles  to  calm  and  fearless  scrutiny — untinged  by 
irreverence  or  disrespect,  if  personal  earnestness  and  sincere  sym- 
pathy with  those  who  believe  are  any  safeguards — the  whole  theory 
of  Christian  miracles  will  be  put  to  its  final  test. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

THE    EVIDENCE   OF    PAUL 

It  is  better,  before  proceeding  to  examine  the  testimony  of  Paul 
for  the  Resurrection,  to  clear  the  way  by  considering  his  evidence 
for  miracles  in  general,  apart  from  that  specific  instance.  In  an 
earlier  portion  of  this  work'  the  following  remark  was  made : 
"  Throughout  the  New  Testament,  patristic  literature,  and  the 
records  of  ecclesiastical  miracles,  although  we  have  narratives  of 
countless  wonderful  works  performed  by  others  than  the  writer, 
and  abundant  assertion  of  the  possession  of  miraculous  power 
by  the  Church,  there  is  no  instance  that  we  can  remember  in 
which  a  writer  claims  to  have  himself  performed  a  miracle."*  It 
is  asserted  that  this  statement  is  erroneous,  and  that  Paul  does 
advance  this  claim.  It  may  be  well  to  quote  the  moderate  words 
in  which  a  recent  able  writer  states  the  case,  although  not  with 
immediate  reference  to   the   particular  passage   which   we   have 

quoted:     " In  these   undoubted  writings    St.  Paul  certainly 

shows,  by  incidental  allusions,  the  good  faith  of  which  cannot  be 
questioned,  that  he  believed  himself  to  be  endowed  with  the 
power  of  working  miracles,  and  that  miracles — or  what  were 
thought  to  be  such — were  actually  wrought  both  by  him  and  by 
his  contemporaries.     He  reminds  the  Corinthians  that  *  the  signs 

of    an   Apostle   were    wrought   among    them in    signs    and 

wonders  and  mighty  deeds '  (cv  aijfieiois  koI  T€fHwi  koX  Swdftea-i 
— the  usual  words  for  the  higher  forms  of  miracle — 2  Cor.  xii.  12). 
He  tells  the  Romans  that  *  he  will  not  dare  to  speak  of  any  of 
those  things  which  Christ  hath  not  wrought  by3  him  to  make  the 
Gentiles  obedient,  by  word  and  deed,  through  mighty  signs  and 
wonders,  by  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God '  (cv  SvvdfA€i  (rrjfuuav 

'  Complete  edition,  vol.  i. ,  p.  200  f. 

'  Dr.  Kuenen  has  made  a  very  similar  remark  regarding  the  Old  Testament. 
He  says  :  **  When  Ezra  and  Nehemiah  relate  to  us  what  they  themselves  did 
or  experienced,  there  does  not  appear  in  their  narratives  a  single  departure 
from  the  common  order  of  things.  On  the  other  hand,  these  departures 
are  very  numerous  in  the  accounts  which  are  sepu^ted  by  a  greater  or 
lesser  interval  from  the  time  to  which  they  refer"  {Dt  Godsdiensl  van  Israil^ 
1869,  i.,  p.  22). 

3  These  words  are  printed  **  in  him,"  but  we  venture  to  correct  what  seems 
evidently  to  be  a  mere  misprint,  substituting  *'  by'*  (dtd),  as  in  the  authorised 
version,  to  which  Dr.  Sanoiay  adheres  throughout  the  whole  of  these  passages, 
even  when  it  does  not  represent  the  actual  sense  of  the  original. 
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Kal    T€pdTb}Vf    €V    Bvvdfl€L    TTfCU/AttTOS    Gcov,  Roill.     XV.    1 8,     1 9).        He 

asks  the  Galatians  whether  *  he  that  ministereth  to  them  the  Spirit 
and  worketh  miracles  (6  evepytov  Svvdfi€is)  among  them  doeth  it  by 
the  works  of  the  law,  or  by  the  hearing  of  faith  ?'  (Gal.  iii.  5). 
In  the  first  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians  he  goes  somewhat  elaborately 
into  the  exact  place  in  the  Christian  economy  that  is  to  be  assigned 
to  the  working  of  miracles  and  gifts  of  healing  (i  Cor.  xii.  lo,  28, 

29).'" 

We  shall  presently  examine  these  passages,  but  we  must  first 
briefly  deal  with  the  question  whether,  taken  in  any  sense,  they 
furnish  an  instance  "  in  which  a  writer  claims  to  have  himself  per- 
formed a  mirac/e"  It  must  be  obvious  to  any  impartial  reader 
that  the  remark  made  in  the  course  of  our  earlier  argument  pre- 
cisely distinguished  the  general  "assertion  of  the  possession  of 
miraculous  p>ower  by  the  Church,"  from  the  explicit  claim  to  have 
personally  performed  **  a  miracle  "  in  the  singular.  If,  therefore, 
it  were  even  admitted  "  that  St.  Paul  treats  the  fact  of  his  working 
miracles  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  which  a  passing  reference  is 
sufficient^''  such  "incidental  allusions"  would  not  in  the  least 
degree  contradict  the  statement  made,  but,  being  the  only  instances 
producible,  woUld  in  fact  completely  justify  it  General  and  vague 
references  of  this  kind  have  by  no  means  the  force  of  a  definite 
claim  to  have  performed  some  particular  miracle.  They  partake 
too  much  of  that  indiscriminate  impression  of  the  possession  and 
common  exercise  of  miraculous  powers  which  characterised  the 
"  age  of  miracles  "  to  have  any  force.  The  desired  instance,  which 
is  not  forthcoming,  and  to  which  alone  reference  was  made,  was  a 
case  in  which,  instead  of  vague  expressions,  a  writer,  stating  with 
precision  the  particulars,  related  that  he  himself  had,  for  instance, 
actually  raised  some  person  from  the  dead.  As  we  then  added, 
even  if  Apostles  had  chronicled  their  miracles,  the  argument  for 
their  reality  would  not  have  been  much  advanced;  but  it  is  a 
curious  phenomenon  not  undeserving  of  a  moment's  attention  that 
Apologists  can  only  refer  to  such  general  passages,  and  cannot 
quote  an  instance  in  which  a  specific  miracle  is  related  in  detail  by 
the  person  who  is  supposed  to  have  performed  it.  Passing  refer- 
ences on  a  large  scale  to  the  exercise  of  miraculous  power,  whilst 
betraying  a  suspicious  familiarity  with  phenomena  of  an  exceptional 
nature,  offer  too  much  latitude  for  inaccuracy  and  imagination  to 
have  the  weight  of  an  affirmation  in  which  the  mind  has  been 
sobered  by  concentration  to  details.  "  Signs  and  wonders,"  indefi- 
nitely alluded  to,  may  seem  much  more  imposing  and  astonishing 

*  Sanday,  Tlu  Gospels  in  the  Second  Century^  1876,  p.  ii  ;  cf.  Westcott, 
On  the  Canony  4th  ed.,  1874,  p.  30;  Lightifoot,  Contemp,  Rev,^  1875, 
p.  854. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


758  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 

than  they  really  are,  and  it  may  probably  be  admitted  by 
everyone  that,  if  we  knew  the  particulars  of  the  occurrences  which 
are  thus  vaguely  indicated,  and  which  may  have  been  considered 
miraculous  in  a  superstitious  age,  they  might  to  us  possibly  appear 
no  miracles  at  all.  General  expressions  are  liable  to  an  exaggera- 
tion from  which  specific  allegations  are  more  frequently  free.  If  it 
be  conceded  that  the  Apostle  Paul  fully  believed  in  the  possession 
by  himself  and  the  Church  of  divine  Charismata,  the  indefinite 
expression  of  that  belief,  in  any  form,  must  not  be  made  equiva- 
lent to  an  explicit  claim  to  have  performed  a  certain  miracle,  the 
particulars  of  which  are  categorically  stated. 

Passing  from  this  to  the  more  general  question,  the  force 
of  some  of  these  objections  will  be  better  understood  when 
we  consider  the  passages  in  the  Epistles  which  are  quoted  as  ex- 
pressing Paul's  belief  in  miracles,  and  endeavour  to  ascertain  his 
real  views  :  what  it  is  he  actually  says  regarding  miracles ;  and 
what  are  the  phenomena  which  are  by  him  considered  to  be 
miraculous.  We  shall  not  waste  time  in  showing  how,  p)artly 
through  the  influence  of  the  Septuagint,  the  words  cnyftctov,  rcpa^ 
and  Svvafiis  came  to  be  used  in  a  peculiar  manner  by  New 
Testament  writers  to  indicate  miracles.  It  may,  however,  be  worth 
while  to  pause  for  a  moment  to  ascertain  the  sense  in  which  Paul, 
who  wrote  before  there  was  a  "  New  Testament "  at  all,  usually 
employed  these  words.  In  the  four  Epistles  of  Paul  the  word 
<rrffi€iov  occurs  six  times.  In  Rom.  iv.  ii  Abraham  is  said  to 
have  received  the  "  sign  ((ny/Actov)  of  circumcision,"  in  which  there 
is  nothing  miraculous.  In  i  Cor.  i.  22  it  is  said:  "Since  both 
Jews  require  signs  {(rrjixttay  and  Greeks  seek  after  wisdom  ";  and 
again,  i  Cor.  xiv.  22  :  "  Wherefore  the  tongues  are  for  a  sign 
{<Trjfi€iov)  not  to  the  believing,  but  to  the  unbelieving,"  etc.  We 
shall  have  more  to  say  regarding  these  passages  presently,  but  just 
now  we  merely  quote  them  to  show  the  use  of  the  word.  Tlie 
only  other  places  in  which  it  occurs'  are  those  pointed  out,  and 
which  are  the  subject  of  our  discussion.  In  Rom.  xv.  19  the  word 
is  used  in  the  plural  and  combined  with  tc/xis  :  "  in  the  power  of 
signs  and  wonders  "  ((rT//i€tcov  icat  rtpdrtav) ;  and  in  the  second 
passage  (2  Cor.  xii.  12)  it  is  employed  twice,  "the  signs  (ra 
(njfjLeia)  of  the  apostle  "  and  the  second  time  again  in  combination 
with  T€pas  and  Svvafiis,  "both  in  signs"  ((n//uiots),  etc.  The 
word  T€pas  is  only  twice  met  with  in  Paul's  writings ;  that  is  to  say, 
in  Rom.  xv.  19  and  2  Cor.  xii.  12  ;  and  on  both  occasions,  as  we 

'  The  singular  arffxcTop  of  the  authorised  version  must  be  abandoned  before 
the  almost  unanimous  testimony  of  all  the  older  MSS. 

"  In  the  Epistles  which  bear  the  name  of  Paul  it  is  only  to  be  found  in 
2Thess.  ii.  9,  iii.  17. 
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have  just  mentioned,  it  is  combined  with  <n;/utov.'  On  the  other 
hand,  Paul  uses  Suva/tis  no  less  than  34  times,^  and,  leaving  for  the 
present  out  of  the  question  the  passages  cited,  upon  every  occasion, 
except  one,  perhaps,  the  word  has  the  simple  signification  of  "power." 
The  one  exception  is  Rom.  viiL  38,  where  it  occurs  in  the  plural : 
SvvdfA€LSf  "  powers,"  the  Apostle  expressing  his  persuasion  that 
nothing  will  be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God,  "  nor  life, 
nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  things  present,  nor  things  to 
come,  nor  powers  (8wafi«ts),  nor  height,  nor  depth,"  etc.  In 
I  Cor.  xiv.  II,  where  the  authorised  version  renders  the  original, 
"  Therefore,  if  I  know  not  the  meaning  (Svvafiiv)  of  the  voice,"  it 
has  still  the  same  sense. 

Before  discussing  the  passages  before  us  we  must  point  out  that  there 
is  so  much  doubt,  at  least,  regarding  the  authenticity  of  the  last  two 
chapters  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans  that  the  passage  (Rom.  xv.  18, 
19)  can  scarcely  be  presented  as  evidence  on  such  a  point  as  the 
reality  of  miracles.  We  do  not  intend  to  debate  the  matter  closely, 
but  shall  merely  state  a  few  of  the  facts  of  the  case  and  pass  on,  for 
it  would  not  materially  affect  our  argument  if  the  passage  were 
altogether  beyond  suspicion.  The  Epistle,  in  our  authorised  text, 
ends  with  a  long  and  somewhat  involved  doxology  (xvi.  25-27); 
and  we  may  point  out  here  that  it  had  already  seemed  to  be 
brought  to  a  close  not  only  at  the  end  of  chap.  xv.  (33),  but  also  at 
xvi.  20.  The  doxology  (xvi.  25-27),  which  more  particularly 
demands  our  attention,  is  stated  by  Origen^  to  be  placed  in  some 
MSB.  at  the  end  of  chapter  xiv.;  and  a  similar  statement  is  made 
by  Cyril,  Chrysostom,  Theodoret,  Theophylact,  and  others.  We 
find  these  verses  actually  so  placed  in  L,  and  in  upwards  of  220 
out  of  250  cursive  MSS.  of  Byzantine  origin,  in  an  account  of 
ancient  MSS.  in  Cod.  66,  in  most  of  the  Greek  Lectionaries,  in 
the  Slavonic  and  later  Syriac  versions  as  also  in  the  Gothic, 
Arabic  (in  the  polyglot  and  triglot  text),  and  some  MSS.  of  the 
Armenian.  They  are  inserted  both  at  the  end  of  xiv.  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Epistle  by  the  Alexandrian  Codex,^  one  of  the  most 

'  ripas  is  only  met  with  elsewhere  in  the  New  Testament  five  times  :  Matt, 
xxiv.  24,  Mark  xiii.  22,  John  iv.  48,  2  Thess.  ii.  9,  Heb.  ii.  4. 

'  Rom.  i.  4,  16,  20,  viii.  38,  ix.  17,  xv.  13,  xv.  19  (twice),  I  Cor.  i.  18,  24, 
ii.  4,  5,  iv.  19,  20,  v.  4,  vi.  14,  xii.  10,  28,  29,  xiv.  11,  xv.  24,  43,  56,  2  Cor. 
i.  8,  iv.  7,  vi.  7,  viii.  3  (twice),  xii.  9  (twice),  12,  xiiL  4  (twice),  and  Gal.  iii.  5, 

3  ** /n  aliis  vera  ejcemplaribus^  id  est^  in  his  qiue  non  sunt  a  Marcione 

Utn^rata^  hoc  ipsum  caput  (xvi.  25-27)  diverse  positum  invcnimus.  In  non- 
nullis  etcnim  codicibus  post  eum  locum  ^  quern  supra  diximus^  hoc  est  *  omne 
quod  non  est  ex  fide  peccatum  est''  (xiv.  '23)  statim  coharens  habetur:  *ei  cuitem^ 
qui  potens  est  vos  confirmare^  (xvi.  25-27).  Alii  vero  codices  in  fine  id^  ut 
nunc  est  positum  continent"  {Comment,  ad  Rom,^  xvi.  25).  This  passage  is 
only  extant  in  the  Latin  version  of  Rufinas. 

*  xvi.  24  is  wholly  omitted  by  the  Alexandrian,  Vatican,  and  Sinaitic 
codices,  and  also  by  C  and  some  other  MSS. 
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ancient  manuscripts  extant,  and  by  some  other  MSS.'  Now,  how 
came  this  doxology  to  be  placed  at  all  at  the  end  of  chapter  xiv.? 
The  natural  inference  is  that  it  was  so  placed  because  that  was  the 
end  of  the  Epistle.  Subsequendy,  chapters  xv.  and  xvi.  being 
added,  it  is  supposed  that  the  closing  doxology  was  removed  from 
the  former  position  and  placed  at  the  end  of  the  appended  matter. 
This  inference  is  supported  by  the  important  fact  that,  as  we  learn 
from  Origen,'  the  last  two  chapters  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans, 
including  the  doxology  (xvi.  25-27),  did  not  exist  in  Marcion's 
text,  the  most  ancient  form  of  it  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge. 
Tertullian,  who  makes  no  reference  to  these  two  chapters,  speaks 
of  the  passage  (Rom.  xiv.  10)  as  at  the  close  (in  clausula)  of  the 
Epistle,^  and  he  does  not  call  any  attention  to  their  absence  from 
Marcion's  Epistle.  Is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  they  did 
not  form  part  of  his  copy?  In  like  manner  Irenaeus,  who  very 
frequently  quotes  from  the  rest  of  the  Epistle,  nowhere  shows 
acquaintance  with  these  chapters.  The  first  writer  who  distinctly 
makes  use  of  any  part  of  them  is  Clement  of  Alexandria.  It  has 
been  argued  that  Marcion  omitted  the  two  chapters  because 
they  contain  what  was  opposed  to  his  views,  and  because  they 
had  no  dogmatic  matter  to  induce  him  to  retain  them  ;  but,  whilst 
the  two  explanations  destroy  each  other,  neither  of  them  is  more 
than  a  supposition  to  account  for  the  absence  of  what,  it  may  with 
equal  propriety  be  conjectured,  never  formed  part  of  his  text. 

The  external  testimony  does  not  stand  alone,  but  is  sup- 
ported by  very  strong  internal  evidence.  We  shall  only  indicate 
one  or  two  points,  leaving  those  who  desire  to  go  more  deeply 
into  the  discussion  to  refer  to  works  more  particularly  concerned 
with  it,  which  we  shall  sufficiently  indicate.  It  is  a  very  singular 
thing  that  Paul,  who,  when  he  wrote  this  Epistle,  had  never  been 
in  Rome,  should  be  intimately  acquainted  with  so  many  persons 

■  It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  slate  that  other  codices,  as  B,  C,  D,  E,  S, 
and  some  cursive  MSS. ,  have  the  verses  only  at  the  end  of  xvi. ;  nor  that 
they  are  omitted  altogether  by  F,  G,  D»**,  and  by  MSS.  referred  to  by 
Jerome. 

=*  **  Caput  hoc  (xvi.  25-27)  Marcion^  a  que  Scriptune  evangelica  atque 
apostoikfp  inlcrpolattt  sunt^  de  hac  epistola  penitus  abstnlit.  El  nan  solum 
hor^  sedel  ah  eo  loco,  ubi  scriplum  esl :  Omne  atilem  quod  non  ex  fide ^  peccatum 
esl  (xiv.  23),  usque  ad  fine m  cunrla  dissecuil^"  {Comment,  ad  Rom.,  xvi.  25). 
We  shall  not  discuss  the  difference  between  ^^ahslulit^'  and  ** dissecu/ly'* 
nor  the  interpretation  given  by  Nitzsch  {Zeilschr.  hist,  Theol.,  i860,  p.  285  f.) 
to  the  latter  word.  Most  critics  agree,  that  Marcion  altogether  omitted  the 
chapters. 

3  Adv,  Marc,  v.  14  ;  Ronsch,  Das  N,  T,  Terlullian's,  1871,  p.  349.  The 
passages  from  Tertullian's  writings  in  which  reference  is  supposed  to  be  made 
to  these  chapters  which  are  quoted  by  Ronsch  (p.  350)  do  not  show  any 
acquaintance  with  them. 
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there.  The  fact  that  there  was  much  intercourse  between  Rome 
and  other  countries  by  no  means  accounts  for  the  simultaneous 
presence  there  of  so  many  of  the  Apostle's  personal  friends. 
Aquila  and  Priscilla,  who  are  saluted  (xvi.  3),  were  a  short  time 
before  (i  Cor.  xvi.  19)  in  Ephesus.'  It  may,  moreover,  be 
remarked  as  a  suggestive  fact  that  when,  according  to  the  Acts 
(xxviii.  14  f.),  Paul  very  soon  afterwards  arrived  in  Rome,  most  of 
these  friends  seem  to  have  disappeared,  and  the  chief  men  of  the 
Jews  called  together  by  Paul  do  not  seem  to  be  aware  of  the 
existence  of  a  Christian  body  at  Rome.^  Another  point  is  con- 
nected with  the  very  passage  which  has  led  to  this  discussion.  In 
Rom.  XV.  18,  19,  we  read:  18.  "For  I  will  not  dare  to  speak  of  any 
of  those  things  which  Christ  hath  not  wrought  by  me,  in  order  to 
(els)  the  obedience  of  the  Gentiles,  by  word  and  deed,  19.  in 
the  power  of  signs  and  wonders  (cv  8vvdfjL€L  (rrj/xeitav  koI 
Tc/wTwv)  in  the  power  of  the  Spirit  (h  Svvdfiu  Trvevfrnros) ;  so 
that  from  Jerusalem  and  round  about  unto  Illyricum,  I  have  fully 
preached  the  Gospel  of  Christ,"  etc.  The  statement  that  "  from 
Jerusalem  "  he  had  "  fully  preached "  the  Gospel  is  scarcely  in 
agreement  with  the  statement  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians, 
i.  17-23,  ii.  I  f.  Moreover,  there  is  no  confirmation  anywhere 
that  the  Apostle  preached  as  far  as  Illyricum,  which  was  then 
almost  beyond  the  limits  of  civilisation.  Baur  suggests  that  in 
making  his  ministry  commence  at  Jerusalem  there  is  too  evident 
a  concession  made  to  the  Jewish  Christians,  according  to  whom 
every  preacher  of  the  Gospel  must  naturally  commence  his  career 
at  the  holy  city.  It  would  detain  us  much  too  long  to  enter  upon 
an  analysis  of  these  two  chapters,  and  to  show  the  repetition  in 
them  of  what  has  already  been  said  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
Epistle ;  the  singular  analogies  with  the  Epistles  to  the  Corih- 
thians,  not  of  the  nature  of  uniformity  of  style,  but  of  imita- 
tion ;  the  peculiarity  of  the  mention  of  a  journey  to  Spain  as  the 
justification  of  a  passing  visit  to  Rome,  and  perhaps  a  further 
apology  for  even  writing  a  letter  to  the  Church  there  which  another 
had  founded ;  the  suspicious  character  of  the  names  which  are 
mentioned  in  the  various  clauses  of  salutation ;  and  to  state  many 
other  still  more  important  objections  which  various  critics  have 
advanced,  but  which  would  require  more  elaborate  explanation 
than  can  possibly  be  given  here.  It  will  suffice  for  us  to  mention 
that  the  phenomena  presented  by  the  two  chapters  are  so  marked 
and  curious  that,  for  a  century,  they  have  largely  occupied  the 
attention  of  writers  of  all  shades  of  opinion,  and  allied  forth  very 
elaborate  theories  to  account  for  them  ;  the  apparent  necessity  for 

'  The  writer  of  2  Tim.  iv.  19  represents  them  as  in  Ephesus. 
^  Acts  xxviii  21,  22. 
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which  in  itself  shows  the  insecure  position  of  the  pa5sage.*  Semler, 
without  denying  the  Pauline  authorship  of  the  two  chapters,  con- 
sidered they  did  not  properly  belong  to  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans. 
He  supposed  xvi.  3-16  to  have  been  intended  merely  for  the 
messenger  who  carried  the  Epistle,  as  a  list  of  the  persons  to  whom 
salutations  were  to  be  given,  and  to  these  chapter  xv.  was  to  be 
specially  delivered.  Paulus'  considered  chapter  xv.  to  be  a  separate 
letter,  addressed  specially  to  the  leaders  of  the  Roman  Church, 
chapters  i.-xiv.  being  the  Epistle  to  the  community  in  general. 
The  Epistle  then  being  sealed  up  and  ready  for  any  opportunity  of 
transmission,  but  none  presenting  itself  before  his  arrival  in 
Corinth,  the  apostle  there,  upon  an  additional  sheet,  wrote  xvi.  and 
entrusted  it  with  the  letter  to  Phoebe.  Eichhoms  supposed  that 
the  parchment  upon  which  the  Epistle  was  written  was  finished  at 
xiv.  23 ;  and,  as  Paul  and  his  scribe  had  only  a  small  sheet  at 
hand,  the  doxology  only,  xvi.  25-27,  was  written  upon  the  one 
side  of  it,  and  on  the  other  the  greetings  and  the  apostolic  bene- 
diction, xvi.  21-24,  and  thus  the  letter  was  completed ;  but,  as  it 
could  not  immediately  be  forwarded,  the  apostle  added  a  fly-leaf 
with  chapter  xv.  Bertholdt,^  Guericke,5  and  others,  adopted  similar 
views  more  or  less  modified,  representing  the  close  of  the  Epistle 
to  have  been  formed  by  successive  postscripts.  Renan^  has 
affirmed  the  Epistle  to  be  a  circular  letter  addressed  to  churches  in 
Rome,  Ephesus,  and  other  places,  to  each  of  which  only  certain 
portions  were  transmitted  with  appropriate  salutations  and  endings, 
which  have  all  been  collected  into  the  one  Epistle  in  the  form  in 
which  we  have  it.  David  Schulz  conjectured  that  xvi.  1-20  was 
an  Epistle  written  from  Rome  to  the  church  at  Ephesus ;  and  this 
theory  was  substantially  adopted  by  Ewald — who  held  that  xvi. 
3-20  was  part  of  a  lost  Epistle  to  Ephesus — and  by  many  other 
critics.7  Of  course  the  virtual  authenticity  of  the  xv.-xvi.  chapters, 
nearly  or  exactly  as  they  are,  is  affirmed  by  many  writers.  Baur, 
however,  after  careful  investigation,  pronounced  the  two  chapters 
inauthentic,  and  in  this  he  is  followed  by  able  critics.^  Under  all 
these   circumstances   it    is   obvious    that   we   need   not    occupy 

'  Diss,  de  duplici  apend.  ep.  P.  ad  Rom.  1767  ;  Paraphr.  epist.  ad  Rom,^ 
1769,  p.  290  f.  '  Uebers.  «.  Erkl.  des  Romer.  u.  Galaterbr.y  1 831,  EtpU, 

3  EinL,  iii.  232  f.  *  Eini.,  viii.,  p.  3303  f. 

s  Gesammtgesch.  N,  T.y  p.  327  f.  *  St.  Pauly  1869,  p.  liriii  f. 

7  Schulz,  Stud  u.  Krit.y  1829,  p.  609  f.  ;  Ewald,  Sendschr.  d.  Paulus^ 
P»  34S>  anm.,  p.  428  f.  ;  Laurent,  N.  T.  Stud.,  1866,  p.  32  f.  ;  Mangold, 
Romerbr.y  i860,  p.  38,  62;  Ritschl,/a^r/J.  deutsche  Th.,  1866,  p.  352;  Reuss, 
Gesch.  N.  T.yy.  98;  Schott,  IsagogCy  p.  249  f. ;  Weisse,  Phihs.  Dognuitiky 
1855,  i.,  P-  140. 

'  Baur,  Tiib.  Zeitschr.,  1836,  iii.,  p.  97  f.  ;  Paulus,  i.,  p.  393  f.  ;  Lucht,  Ueb. 
die  beid.  Utzt.  Cap.  des  Romerbr.y  187 1  ;  Scholten,  TheoL  Tijdschr.y  1 876, 
p.  3  f.;  Schwegler,  Das  fiachap.  Z.,  i.,  p.  296  ;  ii.  123  f.;  Volkmar,  Romerbr.y 
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ourselves  much  with  the  passage  in  Rom.  xv.  18,  19,  but  our  argu- 
ment will  equally  apply  to  it.  In  order  to  complete  this  view  of 
the  materials,  we  may  simply  mention,  as  we  pass  on,  that  the 
authenticity  of  2  Cor.  xii.  1 2  has  likewise  been  impugned  by  a  few 
critics,  and  the  verse,  or  at  least  the  words  oT//i€tots  koI  ripaa-iv  koI 
8vvdfjL€(ri,Vy  as  well  as  Rom.  xv.  19,  declared  an  interpolation.  This 
cannot,  however,  so  far  as  existing  evidence  goes,  be  demonstrated ; 
and,  beyond  the  mere  record  of  the  fact,  this  conjecture  does  not 
here  require  further  notice. 

It  may  be  well,  before  proceeding  to  the  Epistles  to  the  Corin- 
thians, which  furnish  the  real  matter  for  discussion,  first  to  deal 
with  the  passage  cited  from  Gal.  iii.  5,  which  is  as  follows  :  "  He 
then  that  supplieth  to  you  the  Spirit  and  worketh  powers  (Swa/xcts) 
within  you  {ev  vfuv\  (doeth  he  it)  from  works  of  law  or  from  hear- 
ing of  faith?"'  The  authorised  version  reads,  "and  worketh 
miracles  among  you  ";  but  this  cannot  be  maintained,  and  €v  v/jlIv 
must  be  rendered  "  within  you,"  the  ev  certainly  retaining  its  natural 
signification  when  used  with  Ivc/oyai^,  the  primary  meaning  of 
which  is  itself  to  in-work.  The  vast  majority  of  critics  of  all 
schools  agree  in  this  view.=*  There  is  an  evident  reference  to  iii.  2, 
and  to  the  reception  of  the  Spirit,  here  further  characterised  as 
producing  such  effects  within  the  minds  of  those  who  receive  it,3 
the  worker  who  gives  the  Spirit  being  God.  The  opinion  most 
commonly  held  is  that  reference  is  here  made  to  the  ** gifts" 
(xapta-fmra),  regarding  which  the  Apostle  elsewhere  speaks,^  and 

1875,  p.  15  f>  129  f.  ;  cf.  Holtzmann,  Zeitschr.  wiss.  TheoLy  1874,  p.  511  f.  ; 
Lipsius,  Protestanten-Bihely  1872,  p.  488,  612,  629  ;  Rovers,  Hee/t  Paulus  zich 
op  woncL  beroep.j  1870,  p.  15  f.  ;  Zeller,  Apg,,  p.  488.  Some  consider  ch.  xvi. 
alone  inauthentic,  as  Davidson,  Int,  N.  T.,  ii.,  p.  137  ;  Weiss,  Das  Marcus- 
evang,^  1872,  p.  495,  anm.  i. 

v6fiov  ^  i^  iiKorji  Tlareios  :  Gal.  iii.  5. 

'  So  Alford,  Bisping,  Ellicott,  Ewald,  Grotius,  Hoffmann,  Holtzmajin, 
Li^htfoot,  Matthies,  Meyer,  Olshausen,  Schott,  Schrader,  Usteri,  De  Wette, 
Wieseler,  Wordsworth,  etc.,  in  i. 

3  Olshausen,  for  instance,  says:  **Z>drj  ip  hfitv  ist  nicht  zu  fassen:  unter 
euch,  soncUm  =  iv  xapdlais  vtuap^  in  deni  dU  Geisteswirkung  als  eine  inner  lie  he 
gedacht  ist"  {BibL  Comm.y  iv.,  p.  58). 

*  Dr.  Lightfoot  says  on  the  words  **iv€py(ap  divd/xeis  iv  itfuv  (Com p. 
I  Cor.  xii.  10),  ivepyififxaTa  Svpdfi€<ap  (with  w.  28,  29),  Matt.  xiv.  2,  af 
Swdfieis  ipepyoOffiv  ip  a&rifi  (comp.  Mark  vi.  14).  These  passages  favour  the 
sense  *  worketh  miraculous  powers  in  you,'  rather  than  *  worketh  miracles 
among  you*;  and  this  meaning  also  accords  better  with  the  context:  (comp. 
I  Cor.  xii.  6),  6  8k  a&rht  Oebi  6  ipepyCap  rd  irdPTa  ip  waatP.  What 
was  the  exact  nature  of  these  *  powers,'  whether  they  were  exerted  over  the 
physical  or  the  moral  world,  it  is  impossible  to  determine.  The  limitations 
implied  in  i  Cor.  xii.  10,  and  the  general  use  of  durd/tets,  point  rather  to  the 
former.  It  is  important  to  notice  how  here,  as  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians, 
St  Paul  assumes  the  possession  of  these  extraordinary  powers  by  his  converts 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


764  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 


which  we  shall  presently  discuss  ;  but  this  is  by  no  means  certain, 
and  cannot  be  determined.  It  is  equally  probable  that  he  may 
refer  to  the  spiritual  effect  produced  upon  the  souls  of  the 
Galatians  by  the  Gospel  which  he  so  frequently  represents  as  a 
"  power "  of  God.  In  any  case,  it  is  clear  that  there  is  no 
external  miracle  referred  to,  and  even  if  allusion  to  Charismata  be 
understood  we  have  yet  to  ascertain  precisely  what  these  were. 
We  shall  endeavour  to  discover  whether  there  was  anything  in  the 
least  degree  miraculous  in  these  "  gifts,"  but  there  is  no  affirmation 
in  this  passage  which  demands  special  attention,  and  whatever 
general  significance  it  may  have  will  be  met  when  considering  the 
others  which  are  indicated. 

The  first  passage  in  the  Epistles  to  the  Corinthians,  which  is 
pointed  out  as  containing  the  testimony  of  Paul  both  to  the 
reality  of  miracles  in  general  and  to  the  fact  that  he  himself  per- 
formed them,  is  the  following  (2  Cor.  xii.  12)  :  "  Truly  the  signs 
((rrjfj^la)  of  the  Apostle  were  wrought  in  you  (icaTctpyao-^  iv 
vfxiv)  in  all  patience,  both  in  signs  and  wonders  and  powers  {Iv 
(n]fjL€iois  T€  #cat  TcpacTLv  Kol  8vva/x€(rn/)."*  We  have  to  justify  two 
departures  in  this  rendering  from  that  generally  received.  The 
first  of  these  is  the  adoption  of  "wrought  in  you,"  instead  of 
"wrought  among  you";  and  the  second,  the  simple  use  of 
"  powers "  for  Svi^a/x^ts,  instead  of  "  mighty  works."  We  shall 
take  the  second  first.  We  have  referred  to  every  passage  except 
I  Cor.  xii.  10,  28,  29,  in  which  Paul  makes  use  of  the  word 
8vvdfX€is,  and,  fortunately,  they  are  sufficiently  numerous  to  afford 
us  a  good  insight  into  his  practice.  It  need  not  be  said  that  the 
natural  sense  of  8vvdfi€is  is  in  no  case  "mighty  works"  or 
miracles,  and  that  such  an  application  of  the  Greek  word  is 
peculiar  to  the  New  Testament  and,  subsequently,  to  Patristic 
literature.  There  is,  however,  no  ground  for  attributing  this  use 
of  the  word  to  Paul.  It  is  not  so  used  in  the  Septuagint^  and  it 
is  quite  evident  that  the  Apostle  does  not  employ  it  to  express 
external  effects  or  works,  but  spiritual  phenomena  or  potentiality. 
In  the  passage  (Gal.  iii.  5)  which  we  have  just  discussed,  where  the 
word  occurs  in  the  ploral,  as  here,  it  is  understood  to  express 
"powers."  We  may  quote  the  rendering  of  that  passage  by  the 
Bishop  of  Gloucester  :  "  He  then,  /  say^  that  ministereth  to  you 
the  Spirit  and  worketh  mighty  powers  within  you,  doeth  he  it  by  the 
works  of   the  law  or  by  the  report  of  faith  ?"^     Why  "  mighty " 

as  an  acknowledjjed  fact"  (Ep.  to  the  Gal.^  p.  135)  ;  cf.  Wordsworth,  Gk.  Test., 
St.  PauVs  EpistUsy  p.  57,  and  esf>ecially  p.  128,  where,  on  I  Cor.  xii.  ii,  Dr. 

Wordsworth  notes:  *Wi'c/)7€t]  in-worketh^^''  and  quotes  Cyril,  ** and  the 

Holy  Spirit  works  in  every  member  of  Christ's  body,"  etc. 

'  2  Cor.  xii.  12. 

*  Ellicott,  St,  PauVs  Ep,  to  the  Galatians,  4th  ed.,  1867,  p.  154  f. 
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should  be  inserted  it  is  difficult  to  understand ;  but  the  word  is 
rightly  printed  in  italics  to  show  that  it  is  not  actually  expressed  in 

the  Greek.     "What  was  the  exact  nature  of  these  'powers' 

it  is  impossible  to  determine,"  observes  another  scholar  quoted 
above,^  on  the  same  passage.*  In  i  Cor.  xii.  10,  28,  29,  where 
the  plural  Swdfieis  again  occurs,  the  intention  to  express 
"  powers  "3  and  not  external  results — miracles — is  perfectly  clear, 
the  word  being  in  the  last  two  verses  used  alone  to  represent  the 
"  gifts."  In  all  of  these  passages  the  word  is  the  representative  of 
the  "  powers "  and  not  of  the  "  effects."^  This  interpretation  is 
rendered  more  clear  by,  and  at  the  same  time  confirms,  the  pre- 
ceding phrase,  "  were  wrought  in  you "  (KaTcipyoo-^  ev  vfilv). 
"  Powers "  (SvvdfULs),  as  in  Gal.  iii.  5,  are  worked  "  within  you," 
and,  the  rendering  of  that  passage  being  so  settled,  it  becomes 
authoritative  for  this.  If  direct  confirmation  of  PauFs  meaning 
be   required,  we   have   it   in   Rom.   vii.    8,    where   we    find   the 

same  verb  used  with  cv  in  this  sense:  "But  sin wrought  in 

me  {Kar€ipy6xraro  kv  ifjLol)  all  manner  of  coveting,"  etc. ;  and 
with  this  may  also  be  compared  2  Cor.  vii.  11 "  what  earnest- 
ness it  wrought  in  you  "  (/caTctpyao-aro  €v5  vfuv).  It  was  thus 
Paul's  habit  to  speak  of  spiritual  effects  wrought  "  within,"  and,  as 
he  referred  to  the  "  powers "  (5vva/A€ts)  worked  "  within "  the 
souls  of  the  Galatians,  so  he  speaks  of  them  here  as  "wrought  in" 
the  Corinthians.  It  will  become  clear  as  we  proceed  that  the 
addition  to  Swdfieis  of  "signs  and  wonders"  does  not  in  the 
least  affect  this  interpretation.  In  i  Cor.  xiv.  22  the  Apostle 
speaks  of  the  gift  of  "  tongues  "  as  "a  sign "  {(rqfjLilov). 

Upon  the  supposition  that  Paul  was  affirming  the  actual  per- 
formance of  miracles  by  himself,  how  extraordinary  becomes  the 
statement  that  they  "were  wrought  in  all  patience,"  for 
it  is  manifest  that  "in  all  patience"  (Jv  irdxru  virofwvy)  does 
not  form  part  of  the  signs,  as  some  have  argued,  but  must 
be  joined  to  the  verb  {KaT€Lpyaxr6rj)fi  It  may  be  instruc- 
tive to  quote  a  few  words  of  Olshausen  upon  the  point :  "  The 
€v  irdtrji  vTrofiovy  is  not  altogether  easy.  It  certainly  cannot  be 
doubtful  that  it  is  to  be  joined  to  KareipydcrOrj,  and  not  to  what 
follows;  but  for   what  reason  does  Paul  here  make  it   directly 

'  Dr.  Lightfoot,  see  note  2,  p.  337. 

'  It  is  rendered  "  vertues"  in  Wyclifs  version. 

3  **  SwdfA€is]  powers.  From  persons  he  passes  to  Miw^j,"  etc.  Wordsworth, 
on  I  Cor.  xii.  28,  GJk.  Test,,  St,  PauVs  Epistles,  p.  129. 

^  Grotius  renders  SwdfJicffiP  =  virtutibus  ad  2  Cor.  xii.  12  {Annot,  in  N,  7"., 
vi.  539). 

5  ^1*  is  found  in  C,  F,  G,  and  other  MSS.,  although  it  is  omitted  in  the 
other  great  codices  ;  this,  however,  does  not  affect  the  argument. 

*  So  Alford,  Billroth,  Ewald,  Maier,  Meyer,  Neander,  Olshausen,  Osiander, 
de  Wette,  etc,  1.  c. 
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prominent  that  he  wrought  his  signs  in  all  patience  ?  It  seems  to 
me  probable  that  in  this  there  may  be  a  reproof  to  the  Corinthians, 
who,  in  spite  of  such  signs,  still  showed  themselves  wavering 
regarding  the  authority  of  the  Apostle.  In  such  a  position,  Paul 
would  say,  he  had,  patiently  waiting,  allowed  his  fight  to  shine 
amongst  them,  certain  of  ultimate  triumph."'  This  will  hardly  be 
accepted  by  anyone  as  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  difficulty, 
which  is  a  real  one  if  it  be  assumed  that  Paul,  claiming  to  have 
performed  miracles,  wrought  them  "  in  all  patience."  Besides,  the 
matter  is  complicated,  and  the  claim  to  have  himself  performed  a 
miracle  still  more  completely  vanishes,  when  we  consider  the  fact 
that  the  passive  construction  of  the  sentence  does  not  actually 
represent  Paul  as  the  active  agent  by  whom  the  signs  were 
wrought.  "Truly  the  signs  of  the  apostle  were  wrought,"  but 
how  wrought  ?  Clearly  he  means  by  the  Spirit,  as  he  distinctly 
states  to  the  Galatians.  To  them  **  Jesus  Christ  (the  Messiah) 
was  fully  set  forth  crucified,"  and  he  asks  them :  Was  it  from 
works  of  the  law,  or  from  hearing  in  faith  the  Gospel  thus 
preached  to  them,  that  they  ** received  the  Spirit"?  and  that  he 
who  supplies  the  Spirit  "  and  worketh  powers  "  in  them  does  so  ? 
From  faith,  of  course.'  The  meaning  of  Paul,  therefore,  was  this : 
His  Gospel  was  preached  among  them  "  in  all  patience,"  which 
being  received  by  the  hearing  of  faith,  the  Spirit  was  given  to 
them,  and  the  signs  of  the  apostle  were  thus  wrought  among  them. 
The  representation  is  made  throughout  the  Acts  that  the  apostles 
lay  their  hands  on  those  who  believe,  and  they  receive  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  speak  with  tongues.  If  any  special  "  sign  of  the  apostle  " 
can  be  indicated  at  all,  it  is  this ;  and  in  illustration  we  may 
point  to  one  statement  made  in  tlie  Acts.  Philip,  the  evangelist, 
who  was  not  an  apostle,  is  represented  as  going  into  Samaria  and 
preaching  the  Messiah  to  the  Samaritans,  who  give  heed  to  the 
things  spoken  by  him,  and  multitudes  are  baptised  (viii.  5,  6,  12), 
but  there  was  not  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  which  usually 
accompanied  the  apostolic  baptism.  "Aiid  the  Apostles  in 
Jerusalem,  having  heard  that  Samaria  had  received  the  word  of 
God,  sent  unto  them  Peter  and  John ;  who  when  they  came  down 
prayed  for  them  that  they  might  receive  the  Holy  Spirit — for  as 
yet  he  had  fallen  upon  none  of  them,  but  they  had  only  been 
baptised  into  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  Then  laid  they  (the 
Apostles)  their  hands  on  them,  and  they  received  the  Holy 
Spirit. "3  We  may  further  refer  to  the  episode  at  Ephesus  (Acts 
xix.  if.)  where  Paul  finds  certain  disciples  who,  having  only  been 
baptised  into  John's  baptism,  had  not  received  the  Holy  Spirit, 

'  Olshausen,  BibL  Com,,  iii.,  p.  879  f. 

■  Gal.  iii.  i  f.  3  Acts  viii.  14-17. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


TESTIMONY  OF  PAUL  TO  MIRACLES  767 


nor  even  heard  whether  there  was  a  Holy  Spirit,  (xix.  6.)  "  And 
Paul  having  laid  his  hands  upon  them,  the  Holy  Spirit  came  on 
them,  and  they  were  speaking  with  tongues  and  prophesying." 

When  we  examine  Paul's  Epistles  to  the  Corinthians,  we  find 
ample  assurance  that  the  interpretation  here  given  of  this  passage 
is  correct,  and  that  he  does  not  refer,  as  Apologists  have 
maintained,  to  miracles  wrought  by  himself,  but  to  the  Charismata, 
which  were  supposed  to  have  been  bestowed  upon  the  Corinthians 
who  believed,  and  which  thus  were  the  signs  of  his  apostleship. 
The  very  next  verse  to  that  which  is  before  us  shows  this  :  "  Truly 

the  signs  of  the  Apostle  were  wrought  in  you  in  all  patience 

13.  For  (yoip)  what  is  there  wherein  ye  were  inferior  to  the  other 
Churches,  except  it  be   that   I    myself  was   not  burdensome   to 
you?"     The   mere   performance  of  signs   and  wonders   did   not 
constitute  their  equality ;  but  in  the  possession  of  the  Charismata — 
regarding  which  so  much  is  said  in   the  first  epistle,  and  which 
were  the  result  of  his  preaching — they  were  not  inferior  to  the  other 
Churches,  and  only  inferior,  Paul  says  with  his  fine  irony,  in  not 
having,  like  the  other  Churches  with  their  apostles,  been  called 
upon  to  acquire  the  merit  of  bearing  his  charges.     What  could  be 
more   distinct   than   the   Apostle's   opening  address  in  the  first 
Epistle  :  "  I  thank  my  God  always,  on  your  behalf,  for  the  grace 
of  God  which  was  given  you  in  Christ  Jesus;  that  in  everything  ye 
were  enriched  by  him  (at  the  time  of  their  conversion'),  in  all 
utterance  and  in  all  knowledge — even  as  the  testimony  of  Christ 
was    confirmed    in    you — so    that  ye    come    behind  in   no   gift 
(xapwr/xart),"  etc.  ?     For   this   reason   they  were   not   inferior  to 
the  other  Churches,  and  those  were  the  signs  of  the  Apostle  which 
were  wrought  in  them.     Paul  very  distinctly  declares  the  nature  of 
his  ministry  amongst  the  Corinthians  and  the  absence  of  other 
"signs":  i  Cor.  i.  22  f.  "Since  both  Jews  demand  signs  {cnjfieia) 
and  Greeks  seek  after  wisdom,  but  we  (-qfj^s  S^)  preach  Christ 
crucified,  unto  Jews  a  stumbling-block  and  unto  Gentiles  foolish- 
ness, but  unto  those  who  are  called,  both  Jews  and  Greeks,  Christ 
the  power   (Bvvafxiv)   of  God  and   the  wisdom  of  God."     The 
contrast  is  here  clearly  drawn  between  the  requirement  of  Jews 
(signs)  and  of  Greeks  (wisdom)  and  Paul's  actual  ministry ;  no 
signs,  but   a   scandal  (a-KavSakov)  to  the  Jew,  and   no  wisdom, 
but  foolishness  to   the  Greek,  but  this  word  of  the  cross  (Xoyos 
6    Tov    oravpov)   "to    US  who    are    being    saved   is    the    power 
(Bvvafxis)  of   God"   (i.    18).^    The    Apostle    tells    us   what    he 
considers  the  "sign  of  the  Apostle,"  when,  more  directly  defending 
himself  against  the  opponents  who  evidently  denied  his  Apostolic 
claims,  he  says  vehemently:  i  Cor.  ix.  i  f.  "  Am  I  not  free  ?    Am 

*  Stanley,  Eps.  to  the  Cor.^  p.  23.  *  And  again  Rom.  i.  16,  etc. 
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I  not  an  Apostle  ?  have  I  not  seen  Jesus  our  Ix)rd  ?  are  not  ye  my 
work  in  the  Lord  1  If  I  be  not  an  Apostle  unto  others,  yet  doubt- 
less I  am  to  you  :  for  the  seal  (a- <ft  p  a  y  I  s)  of  my  Aposileship 
are  ye  in  the  LordJ^^  It  cannot,  we  think,  be  doubted,  when  the 
passage  (2  Cor.  xii.  12)  is  attentively  considered,  that  Paul  does 
not  refer  to  external  miracles  performed  by  him,  but  to  the  Charis- 
mata which  he  supposed  to  be  conferred  upon  the  Corinthian 
Christians  on  their  acceptance  of  the  Gospel  which  the  Apostle 
preached.  These  Charismata,  however,  are  advanced  as  miraculous, 
and  the  passages  (i  Cor.  xii.  10,  28,  29)  are  quoted  in  support  of  the 
statement  we  are  discussing,  and  these  now  demand  our  attention. 
It  may  be  well  at  once  to  give  the  verses  which  are  referred  to, 
and  in  which  it  is  said  that  Paul  "  goes  somewhat  elaborately  into 
the  exact  place  in  the  Christian  economy  that  is  to  be  assigned  to 
the  working  of  miracles  and  gifts  of  healing"  (i  Cor.  xii.  10,  28, 
29).  It  is  necessary  for  the  full  comprehension  of  the  case  that 
we  should  quote  the  context :  xii.  4.  "  Now  there  are  diversities  of 
gifts  {xapv(rpAr(iiv\  but  the  same  Spirit;  5.  and  there  are 
diversities  of  ministries  (StaKovto)!/),  and  the  same  Lord ;  6.  and 
there  are  diversities  of  workings  (kv^py-qpArtav)^  but  it  is  the 
same  God  who  worketh  the  all  in  all  (6  lv€pyCiv  ra  Trdvra  h 
waa-iv) :  7.  But  to  each  is  given  the  manifestation  of  the  Spirit 
(</>av€/)(iKrts  Tov  irveviMTos)  for  profit;  8.  For  to  one  is  given 
by  the  Spirit  a  word  of  wisdom  (Xoyos  <ro<^tas);  to  another  a 
word  of  knowledge  (\6yo<s  yvwo-ccos)  according  to  the  same 
Spirit;  9.  to  another  faith  (wurri^)  in  the  same  Spirit,  to 
another  gifts  of  healings  {xo-p^o'fiara  ta/btarov)  in  the  one  Spirit ; 

10.  to  another  (inward)  workings  of  powers  {ivtpyrjfmTa  Suva/txccnv) ; 
to  another  prophecy  {irpoKfyqTiia);  to  another  discerning  of  spirits 
(Sia/cpMTis  TTvevfidTbtyv) ;  to  another  kinds  of  tongues  (yci^  yktaa 
(Tuv) ;  to  another  interpretation  of  tongues  (€pfX7jv€la  ykwayrtjy) ; 

11.  but  all  these  worketh  {ivcpyel)  the  one  and  the  same  Spirit, 
dividing  to  each  severally  as  he  wills."  After  illustrating  this 
by  showing  the  mutual  dependence  of  the  different  members 
and  senses  of  the  body,  the  Apostle  proceeds :  v.  28.  "  And 
God  set  some  in  the  Church,  first  apostles,  secondly  prophets, 
thirdly  teachers,  after  that  powers  (8vva/x€is),  after  that  gifts 
of  healings  (xo-pto-fmra  iapAnnv),  helpings  (an-tX^/i^ci?),  govemings 
(KvP€pvri<T€i.s)y  kinds  of  tongues  (yfyrj  yAoxrcriDv).  29.  Are  all 
apostles?  are  all  prophets?  are  all  teachers?  are  all  powers 
(pwdfiets:)  ?  30.  have  all  gifts  of  healings  (x^piarpxiTa  tapiraiv)  ? 
do  all  speak  with  tongues  (yXuxro-ats  Xakova-iv)?  do  all  interpret 
(5u/o/xr;v€vovcrtv)  ?" 

'  Comp.  Rom.   iv.  ii,  "and  he  (Abraham)  received  a  sign   ((rij/Aecor)   of 
circumcision,  a  seal  (<r<ppayTda)  of  the  righteousness  of  the  faith,    etc. 
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Before  we  commence  an  examination  of  this  interesting  and 
important  passage,  it  is  essential  that  we  should  endeavour  to 
disabuse  our  minds  of  preconceived  ideas.  Commentators  are 
too  prone  to  apply  to  the  Apostle's  remarks  a  system  of  interpre- 
tation based  upon  statements  made  by  later  and  less-informed 
writers,  and  warped  by  belief  in  the  reality  of  a  miraculous  element 
pervading  all  apostolic  times,  which  have  been  derived  mainly 
from  post-apostolic  narratives.  What  do  we  really  know  of  the 
phenomena  supposed  to  have  characterised  the  Apostolic  age, 
and  which  were  later,  and  are  now,  described  as  miraculous? 
With  the  exception  of  what  we  glean  from  the  writings  of  Paul, 
we  know  absolutely  nothing  from  any  contemporary  writer  and 
eye-witness.  In  the  Gospels  and  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  we 
have  detailed  accounts  of  many  miracles  said  to  have  been 
performed  by  the  Apostles  and  others ;  but  these  narratives  were 
all  written  at  a  much  later  period,  and  by  persons  who  are 
unknown,  and  most  of  whom  are  not  even  affirmed  to  have  been 
eye-witnesses.'  In  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  we  have  an  account 
of  some  of  the  very  Charismata  referred  to  by  Paul  in  the  passage 
above  quoted,  and  we  shall  thus  have  the  advantage  of  presently 
comparing  the  two  accounts.  We  must,  however,  altogether  resist 
any  attempt  to  insert  between  the  lines  of  the  Apostle's  writing 
ideas  and  explanations  derived  from  the  author  of  the  Acts  and 
from  patristic  literature,  and  endeavour  to  understand  what  it  is 
he  himself  says  and  intends  to  say.  It  must  not  be  supposed  that 
we  in  the  slightest  degree  question  the  fact  that  the  Apostle  Paul 
believed  in  the  reality  of  supernatural  intervention  in  mundane  . 
affiairs,  or  that  he  asserted  the  actual  occurrence  of  certain  miracles. 
Our  desire  is  as  far  as  possible  to  ascertain  what  Paul  himself  has 
to  say  upon  specific  phenomena,  now  generally  explained  as 
miraculous,  and  thus,  descending  from  vague  generalities  to  more 
distinct  statements,  to  ascertain  the  value  of  his  opinion  regarding 
the  character  of  such  phenomena.  It  cannot  fail  to  be  instructive 
to  determine  something  of  the  nature  of  Charismata  from  an  eye- 
witness who  believed  them  to  have  been  supernatural.  His 
account,  as  we  have  seen,  is  the  most  precious  evidence  of  the 
Church  to  the  reality  of  the  miraculous. 

The  first  point  which  must  be  observed  in  connection  with  the 
Charismata  referred  to  by  Paul  in  the  passage  before  us  is  that, 
whilst  there  are  diversities  amongst  them,  all  the  phenomena 
described  are  ascribed  to  "  one  and  the  same  Spirit  dividing  to 
each  severally  as  he  wills";  and,  consequently,  that,  although  there 
may  be  differences  in  their  form  and  value,  a  supernatural  origin 

■  It  is  -suggestive  that  the  curious  passage,  Mark  xvL  17-18,  is  not  even  by 
the  author  of  the  second  Gospel,  but  a  later  addition. 

3i> 
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is  equally  assigned  to  all  the  "  gifts  "  enumerated.  What,  then,  are 
these  Charismata?  "A  word  of  wisdom,"  "  a  word  of  knowledge," 
and  "faith"  are  the  first  three  mentioned.  What  the  precise 
difference  was,  in  Paul's  meaning,  between  the  utterance  of  wisdom 
(<ro<^ia)  and  of  knowledge  (yvoKrts)  it  is  impossible  now  with 
certainty  to  say,  nor  is  it  very  essential  for  us  to  inquire.  The  two 
words  are  combined  in  Rom.  xi.  33  :  "  O  the  depths  of  the  riches 
and  wisdom  (<ro^tas)  and  knowledge  (yi^oxrcws)  of  God!"  and  in 
this  very  Epistle  some  varying  use  is  made  of  both  words.  Paul 
tells  the  Corinthians  (i,  i.  17)  that  Christ  did  not  send  him  "in 
wisdom  of  word  "  (ovk  €v  <To<f>i^  \6yov)  or  utterance :  and  (ii.  i)  "not 
with  excellency  of  word  or  wisdom  "  {koyov  rj  <ro<f>ias^  cf.  ii.  4) ; 
and  further  on  he  says  (i.  30)  that  Christ  Jesus  "was  made  unto  us 
wisdom  {<To<t>ia)  from  God."  The  most  suggestive  expressions' 
are  the  following,  we  think:  i  Cor.  ii.  6.  "But  we  speak 
wisdom  {(ro<t>iav)  among  the  perfect,  yet  not  the  wisdom  (<ro<^tav) 
of  this  age,  nor  of  the  rulers  of  this  age,  that  come  to  nought, 

7.  but  we  speak  God's  wisdom  (Oeov  (To<f>iav)  in  mystery,  the  hidden 
wisdom,  which  God  ordained  before  the   ages   unto   our  glor)' 

8.  which  none  of  the  rulers  of  this  age  has  known,  for  had  they 
known  it  they  would  not  have  crucified  the  Lord  of  Glory.  9.  But 
as  it  is  written,  *  What  eye  saw  not,'  etc.    10.  But  unto  us  God 

revealed  them  through  the  Spirit ii even  so  also  the 

things  of  God  knoweth  no  one  but  the  Spirit  of  God.  12.  But  we 
received,  not  the  spirit  of  the  world,  but  the  Spirit  which  is  from 
God,  that  we  might  know  the  things  that  are  freely  given  us  by  - 

.  God  ;  13.  which  things  also  we  speak,  not  in  words  taught  by  human 
wisdom,  but  in  words  taught  by  the  Spirit,  interpreting  spiritual 
things  to  the  spiritual  "*  (^veu/xaTt/cots  irvevfiaTiKoi  (rvyKpivovres). 

It  is  quite  clear  from  all  the  antecedent  context  that  Paul's  preach- 
ing was  specially  the  Messiah  crucified,  "  Christ  the  power  of  God 
and  the  wisdom  (<ro</»iai/)  of  God,"  and  we  may  conclude  reasonably 
that  the  Xoyos  o-cx^tas  of  our  passage  was  simply  the  eloquent 
utterance .  of  this  doctrine.  In  like  manner,  we  may  get  some 
insight  into  the  meaning  which  Paul  attached  to  the  word  "  know- 
ledge "  (y vwcrt?).  It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  very  opening 
of  the  first  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians  Paul  expresses  his  thankful- 
ness that  in  everything  they  were  enriched  in  Christ  Jesus :  i.  5. 
"  in  all  utterance  (A^oyy)  and  in  all  knowledge  (yvwo-ct),  6.  even  as 
the  testimony  of  the  Christ  was  confirmed  in  you  "  ;  that  is  to  say, 
according  to  commentators,  by  these  very  Charismata.      Later, 

*  The  word  is  used  in  the  following  passages  of  Paul's  four  Epistles  : — RcMn. 
xi  .33 ;  I  Cor.  i.  17,  19,  20,  21  (twice),  22,  24, 30,  ii.  I,  4,  5,  6  (twice),  7,  13,  iii. 
19,  xii.  8 ;  2  Cor.  i.  12. 

'  There  is  considerable  room  for  doubt  as  to  the  real  sense  of- this  last 
phrase. 
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speaking  of  **  tongues,"  he  says  (i  Cor.  xiv.  6):  " What  shall 

I  profit  you,  except  I  shall  speak  to  you  either  in  revelation  or  in 
knowledge  (cv  yvoxrct),  or  in  prophecy,  or  in  teaching  ?"  We 
obtain  a  clearer  insight  into  his  meaning  in  the  second  Epistle,  in 
the  passage  2  Cor.  ii.  14-16,  and  still  more  in  iv.  3-6  and  x.  5, 
where  he  describes  metaphorically  his  weapons  as  not  carnal,  but 
strong  through  God,  "casting  down  reasonings  and  every  high 
thing  that  exalteth  itself  against  the  knowledge  of  God,  and 
bringing  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  the 
Christ ";  and  if  we  ventured  to  offer  an  opinion,  it  would  be  that 
Paul  means  by  \6yos  yvwo-cw?  simply  Christian  theology.  We 
merely  offer  this  as  a  passing  suggestion.  Little  need  be  said  with 
regard  to  the  gift  of  "faith"  (wums),  which  is  perfectly 
intelligible. 

Apologists  argue  that  by  these  three  "  gifts  "  some  supernatural 
form  of  wisdom,  knowledge,  and  faith  is  expressed,  and  we  shall 
have  something  more  to  say  on  the  point  presently  ;  but  here  we 
only  point  out  that  there  is  no  ground  for  such  an  asser- 
tion except  the  fact  that  the  Apostle  ascribes  to  them  a  super- 
natural origin,  or,  in  fact,  believes  in  the  inspiration  of  such 
qualities.  All  that  can  be  maintained  is  that  Paul  accounts  for 
the  possession  of  characteristics  which  we  now  know  to  be  natural 
by  asserting  that  they  are  the  direct  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  There 
is  not  the  faintest  evidence  to  show  that  these  natural  capabilities 
did  not  antecedently  exist  in  the  Corinthians,  and  were  not  merely 
stimulated  into  action  in  Christian  channels  by  the  religious  enthu- 
siasm and  zeal  accompanying  their  conversion ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, every  reason  to  believe  this  to  be  the  case,  as  we  shall  further 
see.*  In  fact,  according  to  the  Apostolic  Church,  every  quality 
was  a  supernatural  gift,  and  all  ability  or  excellence  in  practical 
life  directly  emanated  from  the  action  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

We  may  now  proceed  to  "gifts  of  healings"  (xapto-fuiTa 
tafuiTwv),*  which  it  will  be  noted  are  doubly  in  the  plural,  indi- 
cating, as  is  supposed,  a  variety  of  special  gifts,  each  having 
reference  probably  to  special  diseases.  What  is  there  to  show 
that  there  was  anything  more  miraculous  in  "  gifts  of  healings " 
than  in  the  possession  of  an  utterance  of  wisdom,  an  utterance  of 
knowledge,  or  faith  ?  Nothing  whatever.  On  the  contrary,  every- 
thing, from  the  unvarying  experience  of  the  world,  to  the  inferences 
which  we  shall  be  able  to  draw  from  the  whole  of  this  information 

'  We  may  here  say  that  attempts  have  been  made  to  show  that  the  Apostle 
classifies  the  Charismata  in  groups  of  threes,  and  even  sets  forth  the  three  persons 
of  the  Trinity  as  the  several  donors.  It  would  be  useless  for  us  to  touch  upon 
the  point. 

»  The  word  (afia,  only  occurs  in  the  N.  T.  in  i  Cor.  xii.  10,  28, 29.  *  It  might 
better  be  rendered  *'  means  of  healing,"  or  *'  remedies." 
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regarding  the  Charismata,  shows  that  there  was  no  miraculous 
power  of  healing  either  possessed  or  exercised.  Reference  is  fre- 
quently made  to  the  passage  in  the  so-called  Epistle  of  James  as 
an  illustration  of  this,  v.  14  :  "Is  any  sick  among  you?  let  him 
call  for  the  elders  of  the  Church,  and  let  them  pray  over  him, 
having  anointed  him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  :  15.  And 
the  prayer  of  faith  shall  save  the  afflicted,  and  the  Lord  shall  raise 
him  up ;  and  if  he  have  committed  sins,  it  shall  be  forgiven  him." 
The  context,  however,  not  only  shows  that  in  this  there  is  no 
allusion  to  any  gift  of  healing  or  miraculous  power,  but  seems  to 
ignore  the  existence  of  any  such  gift.  The  Epistle  continues : 
V.  16.  "Confess  therefore  your  sins  one  to  another,  and  pray  for 
one  another  that  ye  may  be  healed.  The  supplication  of  a 
righteous  man  availeth  much  when  it  is  working."  And  then  the 
successful  instance  of  the  prayer  of  Elijah,  that  it  might  not  rain, 
and  again  that  it  might  rain,  is  given.  The  passage  is  merely  an 
assertion  of  the  efficacy  of  prayer,  and  if,  as  is  not  unfrequently 
done,  it  be  argued  that  the  gifts  of  healing  were  probably  applied 
by  means  of  earnest  prayer  for  the  sick,  it  may  be  said  that  this  is 
the  only  "gift"  which  is  supposed  to  have  descended  to  our 
times.  It  does  not  require  much  argument  to  show  that  the 
reality  of  a  miraculous  gift  cannot  be  demonstrated  by  appealing 
to  the  objective  efficacy  of  prayer.  We  may,  in  passing,  refer 
Apologists  who  hold  the  authenticity  of  the  Epistles  to  the 
Philippians  and  to  Timothy  to  indications  which  do  not  quite 
confirm  the  supposition  that  a  power  of  miraculous  healing  actually 
existed  in  the  Apostolic  Church.  In  the  Epistle  to  the  Philippians, 
ii.  25  f.,  Paul  is  represented  as  sending  Epaphroditus  to  them 
(v.  26),  "Since  he  was  longing  after  you  all  and  was  distressed 
because  ye  heard  that  he  was  sick.  (27)  For,  indeed,  he  was  sick 
nigh  unto  death ;  but  God  had  mercy  on  him  j  and  not  on  him 
only,  but  on  me  also,  that  I  might  not  have  sorrow  upon  sorrow. 

1  sent  him,  therefore,  the  more  anxiously,  that,  when  ye  see  him, 
ye  may  rejoice  again,  and  that  I  may  be  the  less  sorrowful."  The 
anxiety  felt  by  the  Philippians,  and  the  whole  language  of  the 
writer,  in  this  passage,  are  rather  inconsistent  with  the  knowledge 
that  miraculous  power  of  healing  was  possessed  by  the  Church, 
and  of  course  by  Paul,  which  would  naturally  have  been  exerted 
for  one  in  whom   so   many  were  keenly  interested.      Then,  in 

2  Tim.  iv.  20,  the  writer  says,  "Trophimus  I  left  at  Miletus  sick." 
If  miraculous  powers  of  healing  existed,  why  were  they  not  exerted 
in  this  case  ?  If  they  were  exerted  and  faUed  for  special  reasons, 
why  are  these  not  mentioned  ?  It  is  unfortunate  that  there  is  so 
little  evidence  of  the  application  of  these  gifts.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  may  suggest  that  medical  art  scarcely  existed  at  that 
period   in  such   communities,  and   that   the  remedies  practised 
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admirably  lent  themselves  to  the  theory  of  "gifts"  of  healings, 
rather  than  to  any  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the  accurate 
diagnosis  of  disease  and  successful  treatment  of  it  can  only  be  the 
result  of  special  study  and  experience. 

The  next  gift  mentioned  is  (v.  10)  "workings  of  powers" 
(€V€pyrjfmTa  Suva/icwv),  very  unwarrantably  rendered  in  our 
"authorised"  version  "the  working  of  miracles."  We  have 
already  said  enough  regarding  Paul's  use  of  Svvafiis.  The  phrase 
before  us  would  be  even  better  rendered  in-  or  inward-workings 
of  powers,'  and  the  use  made  of  cvcpyctv  by  Paul  throughout 
his  Epistles  would  confirm  this.  It  may  be  pointed  out  that,  as 
the  gifts  just  referred  to  are  for  "healings,"  it  is  difficult  to  imagine 
any  class  of  "  miracles "  which  could  well  be  classed  under  a 
separate  head  as  the  special  "  working  of  miracles  "  contemplated 
by  Apologists.  Infinitely  the  greater  number  of  miracles  related 
in  the  Gospels  and  Acts  are  "  healings  "  of  disease.  Is  it  possible 
to  suppose  that  Paul  really  indicated  by  this  expression  a  distinct 
order  of  "  miracles  "  properly  so-called  ?  Certainly  not.  Neither 
the  words  themselves  used  by  Paul,  properly  understood,  nor  the 
context,  permit  us  to  suppose  that  he  referred  to  the  working  of 
miracles  at  all.  We  have  no  intention  of  conjecturing  what  these 
"  powers  "  were  supposed  to  be ;  it  is  sufficient  that  we  show  they 
cannot  rightly  be  exaggerated  into  an  assertion  of  the  power  of 
working  miracles.  It  is  much  more  probable  that,  in  the 
expression,  no  external  working  by  the  gifted  person  is  implied 
at  all,  and  that  the  gift  referred  to  " in-workings  of  powers"  within 
his  own  mind,  producing  the  ecstatic  state,  with  its  usual 
manifestations,  or  those  visions  and  supposed  revelations  to  which 
Paul  himself  was  subject.  Demoniacs,  or  persons  supposed  to  be 
possessed  of  evil  spirits,  were  called  €V€pyovfjL€voij  and  it  is  easy 
to  conceive  how  anyone  under  strong  religious  impressions,  at  that 
epoch  of  most  intense  religious  emotion,  might,  when  convulsed 
by  nervous  or  mental  excitement,  be  supposed  the  subject  of 
inward  workings  of  powers  supematurally  imparted.  Every  period 
of  religious  zeal  has  been  marked  by  such  phenomena.  =*  These 
conclusions  are  further  corroborated  by  the  next  gifts  enumerated. 
The  first  of  these  is  "prophecy"  (fl-/wH^<ia),  by  which  is  not 
intended  the  mere  foretelling  of  events,  but  speaking  "  unto  men 

'  Dr.  Wordsworth  has  on  i  Cor.  xii.  6,  *'  ipepyrmdruv]  in-wroughi  works, 
^T&viprpifia,  is  more  than  ipyov.  For  ipipyr/fia  is  not  every  work,  it  is  an  in- 
wrought  work,"  etc.  On  v.  11  :  *^ ivepyei]  in-worketh''' ;  and  on  v.  28 : 
*'SvpdfiL€ii/kmfers"  {Greek  Test,  St,  Paul's  Eps.,  p.  127  f.). 

"  We  may  point  out  further  instances  of  the  use  of  ivtpyeZv  iw  in  the  New 
Testament,  in  addition  to  those  already  referred  to,  and  which  should  be 
examined  :— Ephes.  i.  20,  ii.  2,  iii.  20;  Phil.  ii.  13 ;  Col.  i.  29  ;  i  Thess.ii.  13  ; 
2  Thess.  ii.  7. 
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edification  and  exhortation  and  comfort,"  as  the  Apostle  himself 
says  (xiv.  3);  and  an  illustration  of  this  may  be  pointed  out  in 
Acts  iv.  36,  where  the  name  Barnabas  =  **  Son  of  prophecy,"  being 
interpreted  is  said  to  be  "Son  of  Exhortation"  (vtb9ira/9a#cXiJ<r<«tf5). 
To  this  follows  the  "discerning  (or  judging)  of  spirits" 
(SiaKpua-Ls  irv€iffmT(av)y  a  gift  which,  if  we  are  to  judge  by 
Paul's  expressions  elsewhere,  was  simply  the  exercise  of  natural 
intelligence  and  discernment.  In  an  earlier  part  of  the  first 
Epistle,  rebuking  the  Corinthians  for  carrying  their  disputes 
before  legal  tribunals,  he  says :  vi.  5,  **  Is  it  so  that  there  is  not 
even  one  wise  man  among  you  who  shall  be  able  to  discern 
(SuLKplvaL)  between  his  brethren?"  Again,  in  xi.  31,  "But  if  we 
discerned  {8i€Kplvofi€v)  we  should  not  be  judged  (cK/jtvo/Ac^oi)" 
(cf.  V.  28,  29),  and  in  xiv.  29,  "  Let  Prophets  speak  two  or  three, 
and  let  the  others  discern  "  (SioKpivhdxrav). 

We  reserve  the  "kinds  of  tongues"  and  "interpretation  of 
tongues  "  for  separate  treatment,  and  proceed  to  verses  28  f.,  in 
which,  after  illustrating  his  meaning  by  the  analogy  of  the  body, 
the  Apostle  resumes  his  observations  upon  the  Charismata,  and  it 
is  instructive  to  consider  the  rank  he  ascribes  to  the  various  gifts. 
He  classes  them :  "  First  Apostles,  secondly  prophets,  thirdly 
teachers,  after  that  powers,  after  that  gifts  of  healings,  helpings, 
governings,  kinds  of  tongues."  These  so-called  miraculous  gifts 
are  here  placed  in  a  lower  class  than  those  of  exhortation  and 
teaching,  which  is  suggestive;  for  it  is  difficult  to  suppose  that  even 
a  man  like  Paul  could  have  regarded  the  possession  of  such  palp- 
able and  stupendous  power  as  the  instantaneous  and  miraculous 
healing  of  disease,  or  the  performance  of  other  miracles,  below  the 
gift  of  teaching  or  exhortation.  It  is  perfectly  intelligible  that  the 
practice  of  medicine  as  it  was  then  understood,  and  the  skill  which 
might  have  been  attained  in  particular  branches  of  disease  by 
individuals,  not  to  speak  of  those  who  may  have  been  supposed  to 
be  performing  miracles  when  they  dealt  with  cases  of  hysteria  or 
mental  excitement,  might  appear  to  the  Apostle  much  inferior  to  a 
gift  for  imparting  spiritual  instruction  and  admonition ;  but  the 
actual  possession  of  supernatural  power,  the  actual  exercise  of  what 
was  believed  to  be  the  personal  attribute  of  God,  must  have  been 
considered  a  distinction  more  awful  and  elevated  than  any  gift  of 
teaching.  It  will  be  noticed  also  that  other  Charismata  are  here 
introduced,  whilst  "  discerning  of  spirits  "  is  omitted.  The  new 
gifts,  "  helpings  "  and  "  governings,"  have  as  little  a  miraculous 
character  about  them  as  any  that  have  preceded  them.  Is  it  not 
obvious  that  all  special  ability,  all  official  capacity,  is  simply 
represented  as  a  divine  gift,  and  regarded  as  a  "  manifestation  of 
the  Spirit"? 

It  is  important  in  the  highest  degree  to  remember  that  the 
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supposed  miraculous  Charismata  are  not  merely  conferred  upon  a 
few  persons,  but  are  bestowed  upon  all  the  members  of  the 
Apostolic  Church.'  "The  extraordinary  Charismata  which  the 
Apostles  conferred  through  their  imposition  of  hands,"  writes  Dr. 
von  Dollinger,  "were  so  diffused  and  distributed  that  nearly 
every  one,  or  at  any  rate  many,  temporarily  at  least,  had  a  share 
in  one  gift  or  another.  This  was  a  solitary  case  in  history,  which 
has  never  since  repeated  itself,  and  which,  in  default  of  experience, 
we  can  only  approximately  picture  to  ourselves.  One  might  say : 
the  metal  of  the  Church  was  still  glowing,  molten,  formless,  and 
presented  altogether  another  aspect  than,  since  then,  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  cold  and  hardened  casting."^  The  apologetic  repre- 
sentation of  the  case  is  certainly  unique  in  history,  and,  there- 
fore, in  its  departure  from  all  experience  might  well  have 
excited  suspicion.  Difficult  as  it  is  to  picture  such  a  state,  it  is 
worth  while  to  endeavour  to  do  so  to  a  small  extent.  Let  us 
imagine  communities  of  Christians,  often  of  considerable  impor- 
tance, in  all  the  larger  cities  as  well  as  in  smaller  towns,  all  or 
most  of  the  members  of  which  were  endowed  with  supernatural 
gifts,  and,  amongst  others,  with  power  to  heal  diseases  and  to 
perform  miracles;  all  the  intellectual  and  religious  qualities 
requisite  for  the  guidance,  edification,  and  government  of  the 
communities  supplied  abundantly  and  specially  by  the  Holy  Spirit; 
the  ordinary  dependence  of  society  on  the  natural  capacity  and 
power  of  its  leaders  dispensed  with,  and  every  possible  branch 
of  moral  culture  and  physical  comfort  provided  with  inspired 
and  miraculously-gifted  ministries  ;  the  utterance  of  wisdom  and 
knowledge,  exhortation  and  teaching,  workings  of  healings,  dis- 
cernment of  spirits,  helpings,  govemings,  kinds  of  tongues  super- 
naturally  diffused  throughout  the  community  by  God  himself. 
As  a  general  rule,  communities  have  to  do  as  well  as  they  can 

'  Cf.  Eph.  iv.  7,  II ;  i  Pet.  iv.  10,  11.  Dean  Stanley  says  :  *'  It  is  impor- 
tant to  ot«erve  that  these  multiplied  allusions  imply  a  state  of  things  in  the 
Apostolic  age  which  has  certainly  not  been  seen  since.  On  particular  occasions, 
indeed,  both  in  the  first  four  centuries,  and  afterwards  in  the  Middle  Ages, 
miracles  are  ascribed  by  contemporary  writers  to  the  influence  of  the  relics  of 
particular  individuals  ;  but  there  has  been  no  occasion  when  they  have  been  so 
emphatically  ascribed  to  whole  societies,  so  closely  mixed  up  with  the  ordinary 
course  of  life.  It  is  not  maintained  that  every  member  of  the  Corinthian  Church 
had  all,  or  the  greater  part,  of  these  gifts  ;  but  it  certainly  appears  that  every- 
one had  some  gift ;  ana,  this  being  the  case,  we  are  enabled  to  realise  the  total 
difference  of  the  organisation  of  the  Apostolic  Church  from  any  through  which 
it  has  passed  in  its  later  stages.  It  was  still  in  a  state  of  fusion.  Every 
part  of  the  new  society  was  instinct  with  a  life  of  its  own.  The  whole 
atmosphere  which  it  breathed  must  have  confirmed  the  belief  in  the  impor- 
tance and  novelty  of  the  crisis  "  {TAe  Epistles  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Corinthians^ 
4th  ed.,  p.  224). 

'  ChrisUnthum  und  Ktrche,  2te  aufl,,  1868,  p.  298. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


776  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 


without  such  help,  and  eloquent  instructors  and  able  adminis- 
trators do  not  generally  fail  them.  The  question,  therefore;, 
intrudes  itself:  Why  were  ordinary  and  natural  means  so  com- 
pletely set  aside,  and  the  qualifications  which  are  generally  found 
adequate  for  the  conduct  and  regulation  of  life  supplanted  by 
divine  Charismata  ?  At  least,  we  may  suppose  that  communities 
endowed  with  such  supernatural  advantages,  and  guided  by  the 
direct  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  must  have  been  distinguished 
in  every  way  from  the  rest  of  humanity,  and  must  have  presented 
a  spectacle  of  the  noblest  life,  free  from  the  weakness  and  incon- 
sistency of  the  world,  and  betraying  none  of  the  moral  and  intel- 
lectual frailties  of  ordinary  society.  At  the  very  least,  and 
without  exaggeration,  communities  in  every  member  of  which 
there  existed  some  supernatural  manifestation  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
might  be  expected  to  show  very  marked  superiority  and  nobility 
of  character. 

When  we  examine  the  Epistles  of  Paul  and  other  ancient 
documents,  we  find  anything  but  supernatural  qualities  in  the 
Churches  supposed  to  be  endowed  with  such  miraculous  gifts. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  exaggerate  the  in- 
tensely human  character  of  the  conduct  of  such  communities: 
their  fickleness;  the  weakness  of  their  fidelity  to  the  Gospel  of 
Paul ;  their  wavering  faith,  and  the  ease  and  rapidity  with  which 
they  are  led  astray ;  their  petty  strifes  and  discords ;  their  party 
spirit;  their  almost  indecent  abuse  of  some  of  their  supposed 
gifts,  such  as  "  tongues,"  for  which  Paul  rebukes  them  so  severely. 
The  very  Epistles,  in  fact,  in  which  we  read  of  the  super- 
natural endowments  and  organisation  of  the  Church  are 
full  of  evidence  that  there  was  nothing  supernatural  in  them. 
The  primary  cause,  apparently,  for  which  the  first  letter  was 
written  to  the  Corinthians  was  the  occurrence  of  divisions  and 
contentions  amongst  them  (i.  lo  f.),  parties  of  Paul,  of  Apollos,  of 
Cephas,  of  Christ,  which  make  the  Apostle  give  thanks  (i.  14)  that 
he  had  baptised  but  few  of  them,  that  no  one  might  say  that  they 
were  baptised  into  his  name.  Paul  had  not  been  able  to  speak  to 
them  as  spiritual,  but  as  carnal,  mere  babes  in  Christ  (iii.  i  f.)  ;  he 
fed  them  with  milk,  not  meat,  for  they  were  not  yet  able,  "  nor 
even  now  are  ye  able,"  he  says,  "for  ye  are  yet  carnal.  For 
whereas  there  is  among  you  envying  and  strife;  are  ye  not  carnal?" 
He  continues  in  the  same  strain  throughout  the  letter,  admonishing 
them  in  no  flattering  terms.  Speaking  of  his  sending  Timothy  to 
them,  he  says  (iv.  18  f.) :  "  But  some  of  you  were  puffed  up,  as 
though  I  were  not  coming  to  you ;  but  I  will  come  to  you  shortiy, 
if  it  be  the  Lord's  will,  and  will  know,  not  the  speech  of  them  who 
are  puffed  up,  but  the  power."  There  is  serious  sin  amongst  them, 
which  they  show  no  readiness  to  purge  away.     Moreover,  these 
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Corinthians  have  lawsuits  with  each  other  (vi.  i  f.),  and,  instead  of 
taking  advantage  of  those  supernatural  Charismata,  they  actually 
take  their  causes  for  decision  before  the  uninspired  tribunals  of  the 
heathen  rather  than  submit  them  to  the  judgment  of  the  saints. 
Their  own  members,  who  have  gifts  of  wisdom  and  of  knowledge, 
discerning  of  spirits  and  govemings,  have  apparently  so  little  light 
to  throw  upon  the  regulation  of  social  life  that  the  Apostle  has  to 
enter  into  minute  details  for  their  admonition  and  guidance.  He 
has  even  to  lay  down  rules  regarding  the  head-dresses  of  women  in 
the  Churches  (xi.  3  f.).  Even  in  their  very  church  assemblies 
there  are  divisions  of  a  serious  character  amongst  them  (xi.  18  f.). 
They  misconduct  themselves  in  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's 
Supper,  for  they  make  it,  as  it  were,  their  own  supper,  "  and  one 
is  hungry  and  another  is  drunken."  "What!"  he  indignantly 
exclaims,  "  have  ye  not  houses  to  eat  and  to  drink  in  ?  or  despise 
ye  the  Church  of  God  ?"  To  the  Galatians  Paul  writes,  marvel- 
ling that  they  are  so  soon  removing  from  him  that  called  them 
in  the  grace  c^  Christ  unto  a  different  Gospel  (i.  6).  "  O  foolish 
Galatians,"  he  says  (iii.  i),  "who  bewitched  you?"  In  that 
community,  also,  opposition  to  Paul  and  denial  of  his  authority  had 
become  powerful. 

If  we  turn  to  other  ancient  documents,  the  Epistles  to  the  seven 
Churches  do  not  present  us  with  a  picture  of  supernatural  perfec- 
tion in  those  commimities,  though  doubtless,  like  the  rest,  they  had 
received  these  gifts.  The  other  Epistles  of  the  New  Testament 
depict  a  state  of  things  which  by  nb  means  denotes  any  extra- 
ordinary or  abnormal  condition  of  the  members.  We  may  quote  a 
short  passage  to  show  that  we  do  not  strain  this  representation 
unduly.  "  But,  certainly,"  says  Dr.  von  Ddllinger,  "  in  spite  of  a 
rich  outpouring  of  spiritual  gifts  vouchsafed  to  it,  a  community 
could  fall  into  wanton  error.  Paul  had  in  Corinth,  contempo- 
raneously with  his  description  of  the  Charismatic  state  of  the 
Church  there,  to  denounce  sad  abuses.  In  the  Galatian  com- 
munity Judaistic  seduction,  and  the  darkening  of  Christian 
doctrine  through  the  delusion  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  observance 
of  the  law,  had  so  much  increased  that  the  A|X)stle  called  them 
fools  and  senseless ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  appealed  to  the 
proof  which  was  presented  by  the  spiritual  gifts  and  miraculous 
powers,  in  which  they  had  participated  not  through  the  obser- 
vance of  the  law,  but  through  faith  in  Christ  (Gal.  iii.  2,  5).  Now, 
at  that  time  the  Charismata  of  teaching  and  knowledge  must 
already  have  been  weakened  or  extinguished  in  these  communities, 
otherwise  so  strong  an  aberration  would  not  be  explicable. 
Nowhere,  however,  m  this  Epistle  is  there  any  trace  of  an  estab- 
lished ministry ;  on  the  contrary,  at  the  close  the  "  spiritual " 
among  them  are  instructed  to  administer  the  office  of  commination. 
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But,  generally,  from  that  time  forward,  the  Charismatic  state 
in  the  Church  more  and  more  disappeared,  though  sii^le 
Charismata,  and  individuals  endowed  with  the  same,  remained- 
In  the  first  Epistle  to  the  believers  in  Thessalonica,  Paul  had 
made  it  specially  prominent  that  his  Gospel  had  worked  there  not 
as  mere  word,  but  with  demonstration  of  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  (i.  5).  In  the  Epistles  to  the  Philippians  and  Colossians 
there  is  no  longer  the  slightest  intimaticwi  of,  or  reference  to,  the 
Charismata,  although  in  both  communities  the  occasion  for  such 
an  allusion  was  very  appropriate — in  Philippi  through  the  Jewish 
opponents,  and  in  Colossae  on  account  of  the  heretical  dangers  and 
the  threatening  Gnostic  asceticism.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the 
Epistle  to  the  Philippians  bishops  and  deacons  are  already  men- 
tioned as  ministers  of  the  community.  Then,  in  the  Pastoral 
Epistles,  not  only  is  there  no  mention  of  the  Charismata,  but  a 
state  of  the  community  is  set  forth  which  is  wholly  different  from 
the  Charismatic.  The  communities  in  Asia  Minor,  the  Ephesian 
first  of  all,  are  partly  threatened,  partly  unsettled  by  Gnostic 
heresies,  strifes  of  words,  foolish  controversies,  empty  babbling 
about  matters  of  faith,  of  doctrines  of  demons,  of  an  advancing 
godlessness,  corroding  like  a  gangrene  (i  Tim.  iv.  1-3,  vi.  3  f.  20, 
2  Tim.  ii.  14  f.).  All  the  counsels  which  are  here  given  to 
Timothy,  the  conduct  in  regard  to  these  evils  which  is  recom- 
mended to  him,  all  is  of  a  nature  as  though  Charismata  no  longer 
existed  to  any  extent,  as  though,  in  lieu  of  the  first  spiritual  soaring 
and  of  the  fulness  of  extraordinary  powers  manifesting  itself  in 
the  community,  the  bare  prose  of  the  life  of  the  Church  had 
already  set  in."'  Regarding  this,  it  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  say 
more  than  that  the  representation  which  is  everywhere  made,  in 
the  Acts  and  elsewhere,  and  which  seems  to  be  confirmed  by 
Paul,  is  that  all  the  members  of  these  Christian  communities 
received  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  divine  Charismata,  but  that 
nowhere  have  we  evidence  of  any  supernatural  results  produced 
by  them.  If,  however,  the  view  above  expressed  be  accepted,  the 
difficulty  is  increased ;  for,  except  in  the  allusions  of  the  Apostle 
to  Charismata,  it  is  impossible  to  discover  any  difference  between 
communities  which  had  received  miraculous  spiritual  "  gifts  "  and 
those  which  had  not  done  so.  On  the  contrary,  it  might  possibly 
be  shown  that  a  Church  which  had  not  been  so  endowed,  perhaps, 
on  the  whole,  exhibited  higher  spiritual  qualities  than  another 
which  was  supposed  to  possess  the  Charismata.  In  none  are  we 
able  to  perceive  any  supernatural  characteristics,  or  more  than  the 
very  ordinary  marks  of  a  new  religious  life.  It  seems  scarcely 
necessary  to    depart    from    the    natural   order  of   nature,    and 

*  ChrUtenihum  u.  Kirche^  1868,  p.  300  L 
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introduce  the  supernatural  working  of  a  Holy  Spirit  to  produce 
such  common-place  results.  We  venture  to  say  that  there  is 
nothing  to  justify  the  assertion  of  sup>ematural  agency  here,  and 
that   the  special   divine   Charismata   existed  only  in   the  pious 

t         imagination  of  the  Apostle,  who  referred  every  good  quality  in 

I         man  to  divine  grace. 

L  We  have  reserved  the  gift  of  "  tongues  "  for  special  discussion, 

because  Paul  enters  into  it  with  a  fulness  with  which  he  does  not 

r  treat  any  of  the  other  Charismata,  and  a  valuable  opportunity  is 
thus  afforded  us  of  ascertaining  something  definite  with  regard  to 

r  the  nature  of  the  gift ;  and  also  because  we  have  a  narrative  in  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles  of  the  first  descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  mani- 

;  festing  itself  in  "  tongues,"  with  which  it  may  be  instructive  to 

compare  the  Apostle's  remarks.  We  may  mention  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  many,  the  cause  which  induced  the  Apostle  to  say  so 
much  regarding  Charismata  in  his  first  letter  to  the  Corinthians 

!  was  the  circumstance,  that  many  maintained  the  gift  of  tongues  to 
be  the  only  form  of  "  the  manifestation  of  the  Spirit."     This  view 

^  is  certainly  favoured  by  the  narrative  in  the  Acts,  in  which  not 

J  only  at  the  first  famous  day  of  Pentecost,  but  on  almost  every 

occasion  of  the  imposition  of  the  Apostle's  hands,  this  is  the  only 

I  gift  mentioned  as  accompanying  the  reception  of  the  Holy  Spirit 

J  In  any  case,  it  is  apparent  from  the  whole  of  the  Apostle's  homily 

on  the  subject  that  the  gift  of  tongues  was  especially  valued  in  the 
Church  of  Corinth.'  It  is  difficult  to  conceive,  on  the  supposition 
that  amongst  the  Charismata  there  were  comprised  miraculous 
gifts  of  healings  and  power  of  working  miracles,  that  these  could 
have  been  held  so  cheap  in  comparison  with  the  gift  of  tongues  ; 
but,  in  any  case,  a  better  comprehension  of  what  this  "  gift "  really 

*  Dean  Stanley  says :  **  It  may  easily  be  conceived  that  this  new  life  was 
liable  to  mach  confusion  and  excitement,  especially  in  a  society  where  the 
principle  of  moral  stability  was  not  developed  commensurably  with  it.  Such 
was,  we  know,  the  state  of  Corinth.  They  had,  on  the  one  hand,  been  *  in 
everything  enriched  by  Christ,  in  all  utterance,  and  in  all  knowledge,*  *  coming 
behind  in  no  gift'  (i.  5,  6,  7);  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  same  contentious 
spirit  which  Imd  turned  the  most  sacred  names  into  party  watchwords,  and 
profaned  the  celebration  of  the  Supper  of  the  Lord,  was  ready  to  avail  itself  of 
the  openings  for  vanity  and  ambition  afforded  by  the  distinctions  of  the  different 
gifts.  Accordingly,  various  disorders  arose ;  every  one  thought  of  himself,  and 
no  one  of  his  neighbour's  good  ;  and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  those  gifts  were 
most  highly  honoured,  not  which  were  most  useful,  but  which  were  most 
astonishing.  Amongst  these  the  gift  of  tongues  rose  pre-eminent,  as  being  in 
itself  the  most  expressive  of  the  new  spiritual  life  ;  the  very  words,  *  spiritual 
gifts,'  'spiritual  man'  {w^evfiaTiKdj  xiv.  i  ;  TvevfuiTiKSiy  xiv.  37),  seem,  in 
common  parlance,  to  have  been  exclusively  appropriated  to  it ;  and  the  other 
gifts,  especially  that  of  prophecy,  were  despised,  as  hardly  proceeding  from  the 
same  Divine  source"  {TAe  Eps.  of  St.  P.  to  the  Corinthians^  1876,  p.  2lo  f.). 
Imagine  this  state  of  things  in  a  community  endowed  with  so  many  supernatural 
gifts  I 
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was  cannot  fail  to  assist  us  in  understanding  the  true  nature  of  the 
whole  of  the  Charismata.  It  is  evident  that  the  Apostle  Paul  him- 
self does  not  rank  the  gift  of  tongues  very  highly,  and,  indeed,  that 
he  seems  to  value  prophecy  more  than  all  the  other  Charismata 
(xiv.  if.);  but  the  simple  yet  truly  noble  eloquence  with  which 
(xiii.  I  f.)  he  elevates  above  all  these  gifts  the  f>ossession  of  spiritual 
love  is  a  subtle  indication  of  their  real  character.  Probably  Paul 
would  have  termed  Christian  charity  a  gift  of  the  Spirit  as  much  as 
he  does  *|  gifts  of  healings"  or  "workings  of  powers";  but,  how- 
ever rare  may  be  the  virtue,  it  is  not  now  recognised  as  miraculous, 
although  it  is  here  shown  to  be  more  desirable  and  precious  than 
all  the  miraculous  gifts.  Even  Apostolic  conceptions  of  the 
Supernatural  cannot  soar  above  the  range  of  natural  morality. 

The  real  nature  of  the  "  gift  of  tongues  "  has  given  rise  to  an 
almost  interminable  controversy,  and  innumerable  treatises  have 
been  written  upon  the  subject.  It  would  have  been  impossible 
for  us  to  have  exhaustively  entered  upon  such  a  discussion  in  this 
work,  for  which  it  only  possesses  an  incidental  and  passing  interest; 
but  fortunately  such  a  course  is  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  fact 
that,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  the  miraculous  nature  of  the 
"gift"  alone  comes  into  question,  and  may  be  dis[)osed  of  without 
any  elaborate  analysis  of  past  controversy  or  minute  reference  to 
disputed  points.  Those  who  desire  to  follow  the  course  of  the 
voluminous  discussion  will  find  ample  materials  in  the  treatises 
which  we  shall  at  least  indicate  in  the  course  of  our  remarks,  and 
we  shall  adhere  as  closely  as  possible  to  our  own  point  of  view. 

In  I  Cor.  xii.  lo  the  Apostle  mentions,  amongst  the  other 
Charismata,  "  kinds  of  tongues  "  (y^i^  ykwarrtov)  and  "  interpre- 
tation of  tongues  "  {kpfuqv^ia  ykwrtrtav)  as  two  distinct  gifts.  In 
verse  28  he  again  uses  the  expression  ykm)  yXwnrCiVy  and  in  a 
following  verse  he  inquires :  "  Do  all  speak  with  tongues  ?*' 
(yXoxro-ats  XaXowrtV'  "Do  all  interpret?"  (Sic/o/xtyi/fvovcri).  He 
says  shortly  after,  xiii.  i :  "  If  I  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and 
of  angels  (kav  rals  yXokro-ats  twv  avOptlyirtAV  XoXm  koX  rii^v 
dyytX(i>v\  and  have  not  love,"  etc.  In  the  following  chapter  the 
expressions  used  in  discussing  the  gift  vary.  In  xiv.  2  he  says : 
"  He  that  speaketh  with  a  tongue  "*  (Xaktov  ykioaxrg\^  using  the 
singular;  and  again  (verse  22),  of  "the  tongues  "  (at  yXoknrai), 
being  a  sign ;  and  in  verse  26  each  "  hath  a  tongue  "  (yXMoxrav 
6X€t).  The  word  yXokro-a  or  yXiarra  has  several  significations  in 
Greek.     The  first  and  primary  meaning  "  the  tongue  " — ^as  a  mere 

'  Cf.  I  Cor.  xiv.  5,  6,  18,  23,  39 ;  Acts  x.  46,  xix.  6. 

'  The  rendering  of  the  Authorised  Version,  **an  unkmnon  tongue,*'  is 
wholly  imaginary.  The  "  with"  which  we  adopt  is  more  frecjuently  rendered 
**  in  ";  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  of  course,  but  we  maintain  **  with." 

3  Cf.  I  Cor.  xiv.  4,  13,  14,  19,  27. 
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member  of  the  body,  the  organ  of  speech;  next,  a  tongue,  or 
language ;  and  further,  an  obsolete  or  foreign  word  not  in  ordinary 
use.  If  we  inquire  into  the  use  of  yXwo-a  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, we  find  that,  setting  aside  the  passages  in  Acts,  Mark,  and 
I  Cor.  xii.-xiv.,  in  which  the  phenomenon  we  are  discussing  is 
referred  to,  the  word  is  invariably  used  in  the  first  sense,  "  the 
tongue,"'  except  in  the  Apocalypse,  where  the  word  as  "  language" 
typifies  different  nations.*  Anyone  who  attentively  considers  all 
the  passages  in  which  the  Charisma  is  discussed  will  observe  that 
no  uniform  application  of  any  one  signification  throughout  is 
possible.  We  may  briefly  say  that  all  the  attempts  which  have 
been  made  philologically  to  determine  the  true  nature  of  the 
phenomenon  which  the  Apostle  discusses  have  failed  to  produce 
any  really  satisfactory  result,  or  to  secure  the  general  adhesion  of 
critics.  It  is,  we  think,  obvious  that  Paul  does  not  apply  the  word, 
either  in  the  plural  or  in  the  singular,  in  its  ordinary  senses,  but 
makes  use  of  yXwra-a  to  describe  phenomena  connected  with 
speech,  without  intending  strictly  to  apply  it  either  to  the  tongue 
or  to  a  definite  language.  We  merely  refer  to  this  in  passing,  for 
it  is  certain  that  no  philological  discussion  of  the  word  can 
materially  affect  the  case ;  and  such  an  argument  is  of  no  interest  for 
our  inquiry.  Each  meaning  has  been  adopted  by  critics  and  been 
made  the  basis  for  a  different  explanation  of  the  phenomenon. 
Philology  is  incapable  of  finally  solving  such  a  problem. 

From  the  time  of  Irenaeus,3  or  at  least  of  Origen,  the  favourite 
theory  of  the  Fathers,  based  chiefly  upon  the  narrative  in  Acts  of 
the  descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  was  that 
the  disciples  suddenly  became  supematurally  endowed  with  power 
to  speak  other  languages  which  they  had  not  previously  learned, 
and  that  this  gift  was  more  especially  conferred  to  facilitate  the 
promulgation  of  the  Gospel  throughout  the  world.  Augustine 
went  so  far  as  to  believe  that  each  of  the  Apostles  was  thus  enabled 
to  speak  all  languages.^  The  opinion  that  the  "  gift  of  tongues  " 
consisted  of  the  power,  miraculously  conferred  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
to  speak  in  a  language  or  languages  previously  unknown  to  the 
speaker  long  continued  to  prevail,  and  it  is  still  the  popular,  as 
well  as  the  orthodox,  view  of  the  subject.  As  soon  as  the  attention 
of  critics  was  seriously  directed  to  the  question,  however,  this 
interpretation  became  rapidly  modified,  or  was  altogether  aban- 

*  Mark  vii.  33,  35  ;  I^uke  i.  64,  xvi.  24  ;  Acts  ii.  3,  26  ;  Rom.  iii.  13, 
xiv.  1 1  ;  Philip,  ii.  1 1  ;  James,  i.  26,  iii.  5,  6  (twice),  8 ;  i  Pet.  iii.  10 ;  I  John 
iiL  18 ;  of.  I  Cor.  xiii.  i  ;  jlpoc,,  xvi.  la 

'  Apoc,t  V.  9,  vii.  9,  X.  II,  xi.  9,  xiii.  7,  xiv.  6,  xvii.  15. 
3  Irenaeus,  Adv.  Har.,  v.  6,  §  i,  Eusebius,  H.  E.,  v.  7. 

*  £>e  Verb.  Apost.^  clxxv.  3  ;  Serm.  9  :  **  LoqueboHir  enitn  tunc  unus  hoino 
omnibus  Unguis,  quia  locutura  erat  um'tas  eccUsia  in  omnibus  Unguis. ^^ 
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doned.  It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  refer  in  detail  to  the  numerous 
explanations  which  have  been  given  of  the  phenomenon,  or  to 
enumerate  the  extraordinary  views  which  have  been  expressed 
regarding  it ;  it  will  be  sufficient  if,  without  reference  to  minor 
differences  of  opinion  respecting  the  exact  form  in  which  it  ex- 
hibited itself,  we  broadly  state  that  a  great  majority  of  critics, 
rejecting  the  theory  that  yXwoxrai?  \a\av  means  to  speak  lan- 
guages previously  unknown  to  the  speakers,  pronounce  it  to  be  the 
speech  of  persons  in  a  state  of  ecstatic  excitement,  chiefly  of  the 
nature  of  prayer  or  praise,  and  unintelligible  to  ordinary  hearers. 
Whether  this  speech  consisted  of  mere  inarticulate  tones,  of  excited 
ejaculations,  of  obsolete  or  uncommon  expressions  and  provincial- 
isms, of  highly  px)etical  rhapsodies  of  prayer  in  slow,  scarcely 
audible,  accents,  or  of  chaunted  mysterious  phrases,  fragmentary 
and  full  of  rapturous  intensity,  as  these  critics  variously  suppose, 
we  shall  not  pause  to  inquire.  It  is  clear  that,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  form  of  the  speech,  if,  instead  of  being  speech  in  unlearnt 
languages  supematurally  communicated,  ykiocnrais  Xxikdv  was  only 
the  expression  of  religious  excitement,  however  that  may  be  sup- 
posed to  have  originated,  the  pretensions  of  the  gift  to  a  miraculous 
character  shrink  at  once  into  exceedingly  small  proportions. 

Every  unprejudiced  mind  must  admit  that  the  representation 
that  the  gift  of  "  tongues,"  of  which  the  Apostle  speaks  in  his 
Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  conferred  upon  the  recipient  the  power 
to  speak  foreign  languages  before  unknown  to  him,  may  in  great 
part  be  traced  to  the  narrative  in  Acts  of  the  descent  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  on  the  day  of  Pentecost.  Although  a  few  Apologists 
advance  the  plea  that  there  may  have  been  differences  in  the 
manifestation,  it  is  generally  recognised  on  both  sides  that,  how- 
ever differently  described  by  the  two  writers,  the  ykwr<rais  kaXtlv 
of  Paul  and  of  the  Acts  is,  in  reality,  one  and  the  same 
phenomenon.  The  impression  conveyed  by  the  narrative  has 
been  applied  to  the  didactic  remarks  of  Paul,  and  a  meaning 
forced  upon  them  which  they  cannot  possibly  bear.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that,  but  for  the  mythical  account  in  the  Acts,  no  one 
would  ever  have  supposed  that  the  yXoWats  XaXctv  of  Paul  was 
the  gift  of  speaking  foreign  languages  without  previous  study  or 
practice.  In  the  interminable  controversy  regarding  the  plieno- 
raenon,  moreover,  it  seems  to  us  to  have  been  a  fundamental  error, 
on  both  sides  too  often,  to  have  considered  it  necessary  to  the 
acceptance  of  any  explanation  that  it  should  equally  suit  both  the 
remarks  of  Paul  and  the  account  in  Acts.  The  only  right  course 
is  to  test  the  narrative  by  the  distinct  and  authoritative  statements 
of  the  Apostle ;  but  to  adopt  the  contrary  course  is  much  the  same 
procedure  as  altering  the  natural  interpretation  of  an  original 
historical  document  in  order  to  make  it  agree  with  the  romance  of 
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some  unknown  writer  of  a  later  day.  The  Apostle  Paul  writes  as 
a  contemporary  and  eye-witness  of  phenomena  which  affected  him- 
self, and  regarding  which  he  gives  the  most  valuable  direct  and 
indirect  information.  The  unknown  author  of  the  Acts  was  not 
an  eye-witness  of  the  scene  which  he  describes,  and  his  narrative 
bears  upon  its  very  surface  the  clearest  marks  of  traditional  and 
legendary  treatment  The  ablest  Apologists  freely  declare  that 
the  evidence  of  Paul  is  of  infinitely  greater  value  than  that  of  the 
unknown  and  later  writer,  and  must  be  preferred  before  it.  The 
majority  of  those  who  profess  to  regard  the  narrative  as  historical 
explain  away  its  clearest  statements  with  startling  ingenuity,  or 
conceal  them  beneath  a  cloud  of  words.  The  references  to  the 
phenomenon  in  later  portions  of  the  Acts  are  in  themselves  quite 
inconsistent  with  the  earlier  narrative  in  chapter  ii.  The  detailed 
criticism  of  Paul  is  the  only  contemporary,  and  it  is  certainly  the 
only  trustworthy,  account  we  possess  regarding  the  gift  of 
"tongues."'  We  must,  therefore,  dismiss  from  our  minds,  if 
possible,  the  bias  which  the  narrative  in  the  Acts  has  unfortunately 
created,  and  attend  solely  to  the  words  of  the  Apostle.  If  his 
report  of  the  phenomenon  discredit  that  of  the  unknown  and  later 
writer,  so  much  the  worse  for  the  latter.  In  any  case,  it  is  the 
testimony  of  Paul  which  is  referred  to  and  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  consider,  and  later  writers  must  not  be  allowed  to  invest 
it  with  impossible  meanings.  Even  if  we  had  not  such  undeniable 
reasons  for  preferring  the  statements  of  Paul  to  the  later  and  un- 
trustworthy narrative  of  an  unknown  writer,  the  very  contents  of 
the  latter,  contrasted  with  the  more  sober  remarks  of  the  Apostle, 
would  consign  it  to  a  very  subordinate  place. 

Discussing  the  miracle  of  Pentecost  in  Acts,  which  he,  of  course, 
regards  as  the  instantaneous  communication  of  ability  to  speak  in 
foreign  languages,  Zeller  makes  the  following  remarks:  "The 
supposition  of  such  a  miracle  is  opposed  to  a  right  view  of  divine 
agency  and  the  relation  of  God  to  the  world,  and,  in  this  case  in 
particular,  to  a  right  view  of  the  constitution  of  the  human  mind. 
The  composition  and  the  properties  of  a  body  may  be  altered  through 
external  influence,  but  mental  acquirements  are  attained  only 
through  personal  activity,  through  practice ;  and  it  is  just  in  this 
that  spirit  distinguishes  itself  from  matter :  that  it  is  free,  that  there 
is  nothing  in  it  which  it  has  not  itself  spontaneously  introduced. 
The  external  and  instantaneous  in-pouring  of  a  mental  acquirement 
is  a  representation  which  refutes  itself."  In  reply  to  those  who 
object  to  this  reasoning,  he  retorts :  "  The  assertion  that  such  a 
miracle  actually  occurred  contradicts  the  analogy  of  all  attested 

*  We  need  not  here  say  anything  of  the  reference  in  Mark  xvi.  17,  which  is 
undoubtedly  a  later  and  spurious  addition  to  the  Gospel. 
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experience ;  that  •  it  is  invented  by  an  individual  or  by  tradition 
corresponds  with  it ;  when,  therefore,  the  historical  writer  has  only 
the  choice  between  these  two  alternatives,  he  must,  according  to 
the  laws  of  historical  probability,  under  all  the  circumstances,  un- 
conditionally decide  for  the  second.  He  must  do  this  even  if  an 
eye-witness  of  the  pretended  miracle  stood  before  him ;  he  must 
all  the  more  do  so  if  he  has  to  do  with  a  statement  which,  beyond 
doubt  not  proceeding  from  an  eye-witness,  is  more  [)ossibly  sepa- 
rated by  some  generations  from  the  event  in  question."' 

These  objections  are  not  confined  to  rationalistic  critics,  aiKi  do 
not  merely  represent  the  arguments  of  scepticism.  Neander 
expresses  similar  sentiments,'  and  after  careful  examination  pro- 
nounces the  narrative  in  Acts  untrustworthy,  and,  adhering  to  the 
representations  of  Paul,  rejects  the  theory  that  yXwavuiq  kaXeiv 
was  speech  in  foreign  languages  supematuially  imparted.  Meyer, 
who  arrives  at  much  the  same  result  as  Neander,  speaks  still  more 
emphatically.  He  says:  "  T/u's  supposed  gift  of  tongues  (all 
languages),  however,  was  in  the  apostolic  age,  partly  unnecessary 
for  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  as  the  preachers  thereof  only 
required  to  be  able  to  speak  Hebrew  and  Greek;  ^sixtly  too  general^ 
as  amongst  the  assembly  there  were  certainly  many  who  were  not 
called  to  be  teachers.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  again,  it  would 
also  have  been  premature^  as,  before  all,  Paul  the  Apostle  of  the 
Gentiles  would  have  required  it,  in  whom,  nevertheless,  there  is  as 
little  trace  of  any  subsequent  reception  of  it  as  that  he  preached 
otherwise  than  in  Hebrew  and  Greek.  But  naw^  how  is  the  event 
to  be  historically  judged  f  Regarding  this  the  following  is  to  be 
observed :  As  the  instantaneous  bestowal  of  facility  in  a  foreign 
language  is  neither  logically  possible  nor  psychologically  and 
morally  conceivable,  and  as  not  the  slightest  intimation  of  such  a 
thing  in  the  Apostles  is  perceptible  in  their  Epistles  and  elsewhere 
(on  the  contrary,  comp.  xiv.  ii);  as,  further,  if  it  was  only 
momentary,  the  impossibility  increases,  and  as  Peter  himself  in  his 
speech  does  not  once  make  the  slightest  reference  to  the  foreign 
languages ;  therefore — whether,  without  any  intimation  in  the  text, 
one  consider  that  Pentecost  assembly  as  a  representation  of  all 
future  Christianity,  or  not — the  occurrence,  as  Luke  relates  it, 
cannot  be  transmitted  in  its  actual  historical  details."^ 

Let  us  a  little  examine  the  particulars  of  the  narrative  in 
Acts  ii.  All  the  brethren  were  assembled  in  one  place,  a  house 
(o?ico?),  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  Pentecost  In  the 
preceding  chapter  (i.  15)  we  learn  that  the  number  of  disciples 
was  then  about  120,  and  the  crowd  which  came  together  when 

'  Zeller,  Die  AposUlnsch,^  p.  85  f.  "  Pfianwung^  u,  s.  w.,p.  16. 

5  Meyer,  AV.  ex.  IT  buck  iib,  die  AposUlgesck.t  4te  aufl.y  1870,  p.  54  f. 
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the  miraculous  occurrence  took  place  must  have  been  great, 
seeing  that  it  is  stated  that  3,000  souls  were  baptised  and  added 
to  the  Church  upon  the  occasion  (ii.  41).  Passing  over  the  state- 
ment as  to  the  numbers  of  the  disciples,  which  might  well  surprise 
us  after  the  information  given  by  the  Gospels,'  we  may  ask  in  what 
house  in  Jerusalem  could  such  a  multitude  have  assembled? 
Apologists  have  exhausted  their  ingenuity  in  replying  to  the 
question,  but  whether  placing  the  scene  in  one  of  the  halls  or 
courts  of  the  Temple,  or  in  an  imaginary  house  in  one  of  the 
streets  leading  to  the  Temple,  the  explanation  is  equally  vague  and 
unsatisfactory.  How  did  the  multitude  so  rapidly  know  of  what 
was  passing  in  a  private  house  ?  We  shall  say  nothing  at  present 
of  the  sound  of  the  "  rushing  mighty  wind "  which  filled  all  the 
house,  nor  of  the  descent  of  the  **  tongues  as  of  fire,"  nor  of  the 
various  interpretations  of  these  phenomena  by  apologetic  writers. 
These  incidents  do  not  add  to  the  historical  character  of  the 
narrative,  nor  can  it  be  pronounced  either  clear  or  consistent. 
The  brethren  assembled  "  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
began  to  speak  with  other  tongues  (XaXctv  h-epais  yXftWous), 
as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance."^'  Apologists,  in  order  some- 
what to  save  the  historical  credit  of  the  account  and  reconcile  it 
with  the  statements  of  Paul,  have  variously  argued  that  there  is  no 
affirmation  made  in  the  narrative  that  speech  in  foreign  languages 
previously  unknown  was  imparted.  The  members  of  the  fifteen 
nations  who  hear  the  Galilaeans  speaking  "  in  our  own  language 
wherein  we  were  bom"  (t^  48/^  StaXcicTy  rjfjiMv  €v  ^  ky^v- 
v/f&rjfjL€v)  are  disposed  of  with  painful  ingenuity;  but,  passing 
over  all  this,  it  is  recognised  by  unprejudiced  critics  on  both  sides 
that  at  least  the  author  of  Acts,  in  writing  this  account,  intended 
to  represent  the  brethren  as  instantaneously  speaking  those  pre- 
viously unknown  foreign  languages.  A  few  writers  represent  the 
miracle  to  have  been  one  of  hearing  rather  than  of  speaking,  the 
brethren  merely  praising  God  in  their  own  tongue,  the  Aramaic, 
but  the  spectators  imderstanding  in  their  various  languages.3  This 
only  shifts  the  difficulty  from  the  speakers  to  the  hearers,  and  the 
explanation  is  generally  repudiated.  It  is,  however,  freely  granted 
by  all  that  history  does  not  exhibit  a  single  instance  of  such  a  gift 
of  tongues  having  ever  been  made  useful  for  the  purpose  of 
preaching  the  Gospel.  Paul,  who  claimed  the  possession  of  the 
gift  of  tongues  in  a  superlative  degree  (i  Cor.  xiv.  18),  does  not 
appear  to  have  spoken  more  languages  than  Aramaic  and  Greek. 

*  John  xvi.  31  ;  Matt,  xxviii.  7.  ^  Acts  ii.  4. 

3  Schneckenborger,  Beiirage,  p.  84 ;  Svensen,  Zeitschr.  htth,  Th,  u,  Kirchc^ 
1859,  p.  I  f.  This  view  was  anciently  held  by  Gregory  Naz.  (prat,  44),  and 
some  of  the  Fathers,  and,  in  more  recent  times,  it  was  adopted  by  Erasmus 
and  others. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


786  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 


He  writes  to  the  Romans  in  the  latter  tongue,  and  not  in  Latin, 
and  to  the  Gaiatians  in  the  same  language  instead  of  their  ovm. 
Peter,  who  appears  to  have  addressed  the  assembled  nations  in 
Greek  on  this  very  occasion,  does  not  in  his  speech  either  refer  to 
foreign  languages  or  claim  the  gift  himself,  for  in  verse  15  he 
speaks  only  of  others :  "  For  t/t^e  (oh-oi)  are  not  drunken." 
Every  one  remembers  the  ancient  tradition  recorded  by  Papias, 
and  generally  believed  by  the  Fathers,  that  Mark  accompanied 
Peter  as  his  "interpreter"  (Ip/utT/i^cvn}?).*  The  first  Epistle 
bearing  the  name  of  Peter,  and  addressed  to  some  of  the  v«y 
nations  mentioned  in  Acts,  to  sojourners  "in  Pontus,  Galatia, 
Cappadocia,  Asia,  and  Bithynia,"  is  written  in  Greek ;  and  so  are 
the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  and  the  other  works  of  the  New 
Testament.  Few  will  be  inclined  to  deny  that,  to  take  only  one 
language  for  instance,  the  Greek  of  the  writings  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment leaves  something  to  be  desired,  and  that,  if  the  writers 
possessed  such  a  supernatural  gift,  they  evidently  did  not  speak 
even  so  important  and  current  a  language  with  absolute  purity. 
^^  Le  style  des  icrivains  sacrhy'  writes  a  modem  Apologist,  ^^nwntre 
clairement  qu'ils  ont  appris  la  langue  grecque  et  qtiils  ne  la 
poss^dent  pas  de  droit  divin  et  par  inspiration^  car  ils  Vicrivent 
sans  correction^  en  la  surchargeant  de  locutions  hibrdiques,^^^  In 
figict,  as  most  critics  point  out,  there  never  was  a  period  at  which  a 
gift  of  foreign  tongues  was  less  necessary  for  intercourse  with  the 
civilised  world,  Greek  being  almost  everywhere  current  As 
r^ards  the  fifteen  nations  who  are  supposed  to  have  been  repre- 
sented on  this  great  occasion,  Neander  says :  "  It  is  certain  that 
amongst  the  inhabitants  of  towns  in  Cappadocia,  in  Pontus,  in 
Asia  Minor,  Phrygia,  Pamphylia,  Cyrene,  and  in  the  parts  of  Libya 
and  Egypt  peopled  by  Greek  and  Jewish  colonies,  the  Greek 
language  was  in  great  part  more  current  than  the  old  national 
tongue.  There  remain,  out  of  the  whole  catalogue  of  languages, 
at  most  the  Persian,  Syriac,  Arabic,  Greek,  and  Latin.  The  more 
rhetorical  than  historical  stamp  of  the  narrative  is  evident "3 

This  rhetorical  character,  as  contradistinguished  from  sober 
history,  is,  indeed,  painfully  apparent  throughout  The  presence 
in  Jerusalem  of  Jews,  devout  men  "ft-om  every  nation  under 
heaven,"  is  dramatically  opportune,  and  thus  representatives  of  the 
fifteen  nations  are  prepared  to  appear  in  the  house  and  hear  their 
own  languages  in  which  they  were  bom  s[)oken  in  so  supernatural, 

'  Cf.  Eusebius,  H.  E.,  iii.  39,  v.  8 ;  Irenaeus,  Aeh.  Har.y  iii.  i,§  i  ;  TertuUian, 
Adv,  MarCf  iv.  5. 

'  De  Prcssens^,  Hist,  des  Trots  prem.  SiicUs,  i.,  p.  356.  Neander  {P/lan- 
zufigj  u,  s.  w,,  p.  14  f.),  Reoss  {/^ev.  d.  Thiol, ^  1 851,  iii.,  p.  84  f.),  and  many 
other  able  waiters,  stiU  more  strongly  enforce  these  argaments. 

3  Neander,  Pflanzungy  u.  j.  w.,  p.  i8. 
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though  useless,  a  manner  by  the  brethren.  They  are  all  said  to 
have  been  "  confounded  "  at  the  phenomenon,  and  the  writer  adds 
(ii.  7  f.)  :  "  And  they  were  all  amazed,  and  marvelled,  saying. 
Behold,  are  not  all  these  which  speak  Galilseans  ?  And  how  hear 
we  every  man  in  our  own  language  wherein  we  were  bom  ?"  etc. 
Did  all  the  multitude  say  this?  or  is  not  the  writer  merely 
ascribing  probable  sentiments  to  them?  How,  again,  did 
they  know  that  the  hundred  and  twenty,  or  more,  brethren 
were  GaliUeans  ?  Further  on  the  writer  adds  more  of  the  same  kind 
(verses  12, 13) :  "And  they  were  all  amazed  and  were  in  doubt,  saying 
one  to  another,  What  may  this  mean  ?  But  others,  mocking, 
said :  They  are  ifull  of  sweet  wine."  Is  it  not  a  strange  manner  of 
accounting  for  such  a  phenomenon  as  (verse  11)  hearing  people 
speaking  in  their  own  tongues  the  great  works  of  God  to  suppose 
that  they  are  drunken  ?  People  speaking  with  tongues,  in  Paul's 
sense  (i  Cor.  xiv.  23,  24,  33),  and  creating  an  unintelligible  tumult, 
might  well  lead  strangers  to  say  that  they  were  either  mad  or 
drunken ;  but  the  praise  of  God  in  foreign  language,  understood 
by  so  many,  could  not  convey  such  an  impression.  Peter  does 
not,  in  explanation,  simply  state  that  they  are  speaking  foreign 
languages  which  have  just  been  supematurally  imparted  to  them,  but 
argues  (verse  15)  that  "these  are  not  drunken,  as  ye  suppose,  for  it 
is  the  third  hour  of  the  day,"  too  early  to  be  "  full  of  sweet  wine," 
and  proceeds  to  assert  that  the  phenomenon  is,  on  the  contrary,  a 
fulfilment  of  a  prophecy  of  Joel,  in  which,  although  the  pouring 
out  of  God's  Spirit  upon  all  flesh  is  promised  "  in  the  last  days," 
and,  as  a  result,  that  "your  sons  and  your  daughters  shall  prophesy 
and  your  young  men  shall  see  visions,  and  your  old  men  shall 
dream  dreams,"  not  a  single  word  is  said  of  any  gift  of  "tongues," 
foreign  or  otherwise.  The  miraculous  phenomenon  in  question  is 
not  mentioned  in  the  prophecy,  of  which  it  is  supposed  to  be  the 
accomplishment.  It  does  not  much  help  matters  to  argue  that 
.  the  miracle,  although  not  for  future  use,  was  intended  as  a  sign. 
We  shall  see  what  Paul  says  regarding  yktoorrais  Xakdv  as  a 
sign,  but  we  may  here  merely  point  out  that  the  effect  produced 
in  the  Corinthian  Church  is  rather  an  impression  of  madness, 
whilst  here  it  leads  to  a  mocking  accusation  of  drunkenness.  The 
conversion  of  the  3,000  is  by  no  means  referred  to  the  speaking 
with  tongues,  but  simply  to  the  speech  of  Peter  (ii.  37  f., 
41).  From  no  point  of  view  is  there  cohesion  between  the 
different  parts  of  the  narrative ;  it  is  devoid  of  verisimilitude.  It 
is  not  surprising  that  so  many  critics  of  all  shades  of  opinion 
recognise  unhistorical  elements  in  the  narrative  in  Acts,  not  to  use 
a  stronger  term.  To  allow  such  an  account  to  influence  our  inter- 
pretation of  Paul's  statements  regarding  the  gift  of  tongues  is  quite 
out  of  the  question ;  and  no  one  who  appreciates  the  nature  of 
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the  case,  and  who  carefully  examines  the  narrative  of  the  unknown 
writer,  can,  we  think,  hesitate  to  reject  his  theory  of  a  supernatural 
bestowal  of  power  to  speak  foreign  languages. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  account  in  Acts,  and, 
although  we  cannot  here  pause  to  do  so  with  any  minuteness,  we 
may  at  least  indicate  the  lines  upon  which  the  narrative  is  based. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  then,  as  now,  the  Jews  commemorated  at 
the  feast  of  Pentecost  the  giving  of  the  law  on  Sinai.     It  seemed 
good  to  the  author  of  Acts  that  the  prophet  like  unto  Moses,'  who 
was  to  abrogate  that  law  and  replace  it  by  a  dispensation  of  grace, 
should  inaugurate  the  new  law  of  love  and   liberty*  mih  signs 
equally  significant  and  miraculous.     It  is  related  in  Exodus  xix.  i8 
that  the  Ix)rd  descended  upon  Sinai  "  in  fire,"  and  that  the  whole 
mount    quaked   greatly.       The    voice  of  God  pronounced   the 
decalogue,  and,  as  the  Septuagint  version  renders  our  Exodus  xx. 
i8:  "  All  the  people  saw  the  voice,  and  the  lightnings  and  the 
voice  of  the  trumpet  and  the  mountain  smoking."     According  to 
Rabbinical    tradition   when   God  came  down   to   give   the   law 
to  the  Israelites,  he  appeared  not  to  Israel  alone,  but  to  all  the 
other  nations,  and  the  voice  in  which  the  law  was  given  went  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth  and  was  heard  of  all  peoples. 3     It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  number  of  the  nations  was  supposed  to  be 
seventy,  each  speaking  a  different  language,  and  the  law  was  given 
in   the  one  sacred  Hebrew   tongue.      The   Rabbins  explained, 
however  :  "  The  voice  from  Sinai  was  divided  into  seventy  voices 
and  seventy  languages,  so  that  all  nations  of  the  earth  heard  (the 
law),  and  each  heard  it  actually  in  its  own  language."*    And  again : 
"Although  the  ten  commandments  were  promulgated  with  one 
single  tone,  yet  it  is  said  (  Exodus  xx.   15),  *  All  people  he;ird  the 
voices'  (in  the  plural  and  not  the  voice  in  the  singular) ;  *  the  reason 
is  :  As  the  voice  went  forth  it  was  divided  into  seven  voices,  and 
then  into  seventy  tongues,  and  every  people  heard  the  Law  in  its 
own  mother-tongue.'  "s    The  same  explanation  is  given  of  Psalm 
Ixviii.  II,  and  the  separation  of  the  voice  into  seven  voices  and 
seventy  tongues  is  likened  to  the  sparks  beaten  by  a  hammer  from 
molten  metal  on  the  anvil.^    Philo  expresses  the  same  ideas  in 
several  places.     We  can  only  extract  one  passage  in  which,  speak- 
ing of  the  giving  of  the  law  on  Sinai,  and  discussing  the  manner 
in  which  God  proclaimed  the  decalogue,  he  says  :    "  For  Grod  is 

not  like  a  man  in  need  of  a  voice  and  of  a  tongue but  it 

seems  to  me  that  at  that  time  he  performed  a  most  holy  and 

'  Acts  iii.  22,  vii.  37.  "  Cf.  Gal.  iv.  21  f. 

3  Bad.  Seva^him^  1 16  a.  ;  Gfrorer,  Dasjahrh,  (Us  Heils,  ii.  392  f. 

*  Schenioth  Rabba^  70  d.  ;  Gfrorer,  ib.^  ii.  393. 

5  Midrash  Tanchumah^  26,  c.  ;  Gfrorer,  /^.,  ii.  393. 

*  Midrash  TUHn  ;  Bab.  Schabbath,  85  b.;  Gfrorer,  1^.,  ii  393  f. 
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beseeming  wonder,  commanding  an  invisible  voice  to  be  created 

in  air,  more  wonderful  than  all  instruments not  lifeless,  but 

neither  a  form  of  living  creature  composed  of  body  and  soul,  but  a 
reasonable  soul  full  of  clearness  and  distinctness,  which  formed 
and  excited  the  air  and  transformed  it  into  flaming  fire,  and  sounded 
forth  such  an  articulated  voice,  like  breath  through  a  trumpet, 
that  it  seemed  to  be  equally  heard  by  those  who  were  near  and 
those  furthest  off."'  A  little  further  on  he  says :  "But  from  the 
midst  of  the  fire  streaming  from  heaven  a  most  awful  voice 
sounded  forth,  the  flame  being  articulated  to  language  famUiar  to  the 
hearers,  which  made  that  which  was  said  so  vividly  clear  as  to 
seem  rather  seeing  than  hearing  it"'  It  requires  no  elaborate 
explanation  to  show  how  this  grew  into  the  miracle  at  Pentecost  at 
the  inauguration  of  the  Christian  dispensation,  when  suddenly 
there  came  a  sound  from  heaven  as  of  a  rushing  mighty  wind 
which  filled  all  the  house  where  the  disciples  were,  and  there 
appeared  to  them  tongues  as  of  fire  parting  asunder  which  sat 
upon  each  of  them,  and  they  were  all  filled  with,  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  began  to  speak  with  other  tongues,  even  as  the  Spirit  gave 
them  utterance,  so  that  devout  men  from  every  nation  under  heaven 
heard  them  speaking,  everyone  in  his  own  language  wherein  he  was 
bom,  the  great  works  of  God. 

When  we  turn  to  the  other  f)assages  in  the  Acts  where  the  gift 
of  tongues  is  mentioned,  we  find  that  the  interpretation  of  foreign 
languages  supematurally  imparted  is  quite  out  of  place.  When 
Peter  is  sent  to  Cornelius,  as  he  is  addressing  the  centurion  and 
his  household,  and  even  before  they  are  baptised  (x.  44),  "the 
Holy  Spirit  fell  on  all  them  who  hear  the  word  ";  and  the  sign  of 
it  is  (v.  46)  that  they  are  heard  "speaking  with  tongues  and 
magnifying  God "  (X^kovvriov  yXwotrats  icai  fjLeyakwovruiv  rhv 
^€ov),  precisely  like  the  disciples  at  Pentecost  (cf.  ii.  ii,  xi.  15 f.). 
As  this  gift  feu  on  all  who  heard  the  word  (x.  44),  it  could 
not  be  a  sign  to  unbelievers ;  and  the  idea  that  Cornelius  and  his 
house  immediately  began  to  speak  in  foreign  languages,  which,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  Corinthians,  probably  no  one  understood, 
instead  of  simply  "  magnifying  God  "  in  their  own  tongue,  which 
everyone  understood,  is  almost  ludicrous,  if  without  offence  we 
may  venture  to  say  so.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  xix.  6.  We 
must  again  allow  an  eminent  Apologist,  who  will  not  be  accused 
of  irreverence,  to  characterise  such  a  representation.  "  Now,  in 
such  positions  and  such  company,  speech  in  foreign  tongues 
would  be  something  altogether  without  object  and  without  meaning. 

*  De  decern  Oraculis,  §  9,  ed.  Mangey,  ii.  185  f. 

»/*.,§  II,  ed.  Mangey,  ii.   188;    cf.  De  Septenario  ei  festis,   §  22,  ed. 
Mangey,  ii.  295  f. 
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Where  the  consciousness  of  the  grace  of  salvation,  and  of  a 
heavenly  life  springing  from  it,  is  first  aroused  in  man,  his  own 
mother  tongue  verily,  not  a  foreign  language,  will  be  the  natural 
expression  of  his  feelings.  Or  we  must  imagine  a  magical  p^ower 
which,  taking  possession  of  men,  like  instruments  without 
volition,  forces  them  to  utter  strange  tones — ^a  thing  contradicting 
all  analogy  in  the  operations  of  Christianity."'  The  good  sense 
of  the  critic  revolts  against  the  natural  submission  of  the 
Apologist. 

We  have  diverged  so  far  in  order  prominently  to  bring  before 
the  reader  the  nature  tod  source  of  the  hypothesis  that  the  gift 
of  "tongues"  signifies  instantaneous  power  to  speak  unlearnt 
foreign  languages.  Such  an  interpretation  is  derived  almost 
entirely  from  the  mythical  narrative  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles. 
We  shall  now  proceed  to  consider  the  statements  of  the  Apostle 
Paul,  and  endeavour  to  ascertain  what  the  supposed  miraculous 
Charisma  really  is.  That  it  is  something  very  different  from  what 
the  unknown  writer  represents  it  in  the  episode  of  Pentecost 
cannot  be  doubted.  "Whoever  has,  even  once,  read  with 
attention  what  Paul  writes  of  the  speaking  with  tongues  in  the 
Corinthian  community,"  writes  Thiersch,  "  knows  that  the  differ- 
ence between  that  gift  of  tongues  and  this  (of  Acts  ii.)  could 
scarcely  be  greater.  There,  a  speech  which  no  mortal  can  under- 
stand without  interpretation,  and  also  no  philologist  but  the  Holy 
Spirit  alone  can  interpret ;  here,  a  speech  which  requires  no  inter- 
pretation. That  gift  serves  only  for  the  edification  of  the  speaker; 
this  clearly  also  for  that  of  the  hearer.  The  one  is  of  no  avail  for 
the  instruction  of  the  ignorant;  the  other,  clearly,  is  imparted 
wholly  for  that  purpose."^ 

It  may  be  well  that  we  should  state  a  few  reasons  which  show 
that  Paul,  in  his  first  letter  to  the  Corinthians,  does  not  intend,  in 
speaking  of  yXwovais  XaXciv,  to  represent  speech  in  foreign 
languages.  In  the  very  outset  of  the  dissertation  on  the  subject, 
(xiv.  2),  Paul  very  distinctly  declares  as  the  principal  reason  for 
preferring  prophecy  to  the  gift  of  tongues :  "  For  he  that  speaketh 
with  a  tongue  {XaXmv  ykwra-Q)  speaketh  not  unto  men,  but  unto 
God ;  for  no  one  understandeths  (ov&is  oKovct)."  How  could 
this  be  said  if  ykwrtry  XaXciv  meant  merely  speaking  a  foreign 
language  ?  The  presence  of  a  single  person  versed  in  the  language 
spoken  would,  in  such  a  case,  vitiate  the  whole  of  Paul's  argument. 

'  Neander,  I^^anzungj  u.  s.  tv.,  p.  19. 

'  Thiersch,  Die  Kirche  im  apost,  Zeiiaiter,  2te  aufl.^  1858,  p.  68  f. 

3  The  literal  meaning,  of  course,  is  **  no  one  heareth";  but  the  sense  is 
^^hK2xt\}n  with  ike  uitdcrstanding.'''*  Cf.  Mark  iv.  33  and  the  Ixx.  version  of 
Gen.  xi.  7,  Isaiah  xxxvi.  11,  etc.,  where  d)co($eiy  has  this  meaning.  The 
word  is  rightly  rendered  in  the  A.  V. 
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The  statement  made  is  general,  it  will  be  observed,  and  not 
limited  to  one  community ;  but,  applied  to  a  place  like  Corinth, 
one  of  the  greatest  commercial  cities,  in  which  merchants,  seamen, 
and  visitors  of  all  countries  were  to  be  found,  it  would  have  been 
unreasonable  to  have  characterised  a  foreign  tongue  as  absolutely 
unintelligible.  In  xiv.  9,  Paul  savs :  "  So  likewise  ye,  unless  ye 
utter  by  the  tongue  (Sia  rrjs  ykuioxnjs)  words  easy  to  be  under- 
stood, how  shall  it  be  known  what  is  spoken?  for  ye  will  be 
speaking  into  air."  How  could  Paul  use  the  expression,  "  by  the 
tongue,"  if  he  meant  a  foreign  language  in  verse  2  and  elsewhere? 
He  is  comparing  yXtJoxrats  Xak&v  in  the  preceding  verses  with 
the  sounds  of  musical  instruments,  and  the  point  reached  in  verse  9 
clearly  brings  home  the  application  of  his  argument — the  ykwr- 
o-ats  kakdv  is  unintelligible,  like  the  pipe  or  harp,  and,  unless 
the  tcmgue  utter  words  which  have  an  understood  meaning,  it  is 
mere  speaking  into  air.  Is  it  possible  that  Paul  could  call  speech 
in  a  language  foreign  to  him,  perhaps,  but  which,  nevertheless,  was 
the  mother  tongue  of  some  nation,  "speaking  into  air"?  In  such 
case  he  must  have  qualified  his  statement  by  obvious  explanaticHis, 
of  which  not  a  word  appears  throughout  his  remarks.  That  he 
does  not  speak  of  foreign  languages  is  made  still  more  clear  by  the 
next  two  verses  (verse  10),  in  which,  continuing  his  argument  from 
analogy,  he  actually  compares  yXwotrai?  XaXuv  with  speech  in 
foreign  languages,  and  ends  (verse  11):  "If,  therefore,  I  know  not 
the  meaning  of  the  voice,  I  shall  be  imto  him  that  speaketh  a 
barbarian  (foreigner)  and  he  that  speaketh  a  barbarian  (foreigner) 
in  my  judgment."'  Paul's  logic  is  certainly  not  always  beyond 
reproach,  but  he  cannot  be  accused  of  perpetrating  such  an  anti- 
thesis as  contrasting  a  thing  with  itself.  He,  therefore,  explicitly 
distinguishes  (verse  ro)  y€vrj  ^i/wv,  "  kinds  of  languages,"'  from 
(xii.  10,  28,  etc.)  y€vrj  yXoKro-cov,  "kinds  of  tongues."  In 
xiv.  6  Paul  says :  "  If  I  come  unto  you  speaking  with  tongues 
(yAwo-o-ats  XaXwv),  what  shall  I  profit  you,  unless  I  shall  speak  to 
you,  either  in  revelation,  or  knowledge,  or  in  prophecy,  or  in 
teaching  ?"  (ev  dvoKakv^€i  i]  €v  y  vwo-€i  >/  €v  Tr/KK^wyret^  rj  Iv  SiSa^^)  ; 
and  then  he  goes  on  to  compare  such  unintelligible  speech 
with  musical  instruments.  It  is  obvious  that  revelation, 
knowledge,  prophecy,  and  teaching  might  equally  be  expressed  in 
foreign  languages,  and,  therefore,  in  "  speaking  with  tongues  "  it  is 
no  mere  difficulty  of  expression  which  makes  it  improfitable,  but 
that  general  unintelligibility  which  is  the  ground  of  the  whole 
of  Paul's  objections.      Paul  exclaims  (verse  18):  "  I  thank  God  I 


*  I  Cor.  xiv.  II. 

'  It  is  unnecessary  to  show  that  ^)unr/f  is  used  to  express  language. 
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speak  with  a  tongue  {ykwrtry  XaXxay  more  than  ye  all  (19),  but 
in  a  church  I  would  rather  speak  five  words  with  my  understanding, 
that  I  may  teach  others  also,  than  ten  thousand  words  in  a  tongue 
{€v  yXiMnrg)"^     We  have  already  pointed  out  that   there  is    no 
evidence  that  Paul   could   speak   many  languages.      So   far   as 
we   have    any  information,  he  only    made    use  of  Greek    and 
Aramaic,  and  never  even  preached  where  those  languages  were 
not  current.      He  always  employed  the  former  in  his  Epistles, 
whether    addressed    to    Corinth,   Galatia,    or    Rome,    and    his 
knowledge  even  of  that  language  was    not  perfect.      Speakii^ 
"  with  a  tongue "  cannot,  for  reasons   previously  given,  mean  a 
foreign  language ;  and  this  is  still  more  obvious  from  what  he  says 
in  verse  19,  just  quoted,  in  which  he  distinguishes  speaking  with  a 
tongue  from  speaking  with  his   understanding.      Five  words   so 
spoken  are  better  than  ten  thousand  in  a  tongue,  because  he 
speaks  with  the  understanding  in  the  one  case,  and  without  it  in 
the  second.     It  is  clear  that  a  man  speaks  with  his  understanding 
as  much  in  one  language  as  another,  but  it  is  the  main  character- 
istic of  the  speech  we  are  discussing  that  it  is  throughout  oppK)sed 
to  understanding — cf.  verses  14,  15.     It  would  be  inconceivable 
that,  if  this  gift  really  signified  power  to  speak  foreign  languages, 
Paul  could,  on  the  one  hand,  use  the  expressions  in  this  letter  with 
regard  to  it,  and,  on  the  other,  that  he  could  have  failed  to  add 
remarks  consistent  with  such  an  interpretation.      For  instance,  is 
it  possible  that  the  Apostle,  in  repressing  the   exercise  of   the 
Charisma,  as  he  does,  could  have  neglected  to  point  out  some 
other  use  for  it  than  mere  personal  edification?     Could  he  have 
omitted  to  tell  some  of  these  speakers  with  tongues  that,  instead 
of  wasting  their  languages  in  a  Church  where  no  one  understood 
them,  it  would  be  well  for  them  to  employ  them  in  the  instruction 
of  the  nations  whose  tongues  had  been  supernaturally  imparted  to 
them  ?    As  it  is,  Paul  checks  the  use  of  a  gift  bestowed  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  reduces  its  operation  to  the  smallest  limits,  with- 
out once  indicating  so  obvious  a  sphere  of  usefulness  for   the 
miraculous    power.       We    need    not    proceed    to   further  argu- 
ments  upon  this  branch  of   the  subject;   although,  in  treating 
other     points,     additional     evidence     will     constantly     present 
itself.     For    the    reasons    we    have    stated,  and    many   others, 
the    great    majority    of    critics    are    agreed    that    the    gift    of 
tongues,    according  to   Paul,  was    not    the  power  of  speaking 
foreign    languages  previously  unknown.3      But  for  the  narrative 

*  This  is  the  reading  of  A,  D,  E,  F,  G,  t^,  and  other  ancient  codices,  and 
is  adopted  by  most  critics  in  preference  to  yKthacaiij  the  reading  of  B,  K,  L. 

'  I  Cor.  xiv.  18,  19. 

3  So  Bardili,  Baur,  Bleek,  Davidson,  Eichhom,  Ewald,  Fritzsche,  Gfrorer, 
Hausrath,  Hilgenfeld,  Hohzmann,  Keim,  Meyer,  Neander,  Noack,  Olshausen, 
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in  Acts  ii.  no  one  would  ever  have  thought  of  such  an  inter- 
pretation. 

Coming  now  to  consider  the  two  Charismata,  "kinds  of 
tongues  "  and  "  the  interpretation  of  tongues,"  more  immediately 
in  connection  with  our  inquiry,  as  so-called  miraculous  gifts  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  we  shall  first  endeavour  to  ascertain  some  of  their 
principal  characteristics.  The  theory  of  foreign  languages  super- 
naturally  imparted  without  previous  study  may  be  definitively 
laid  aside.  The  interpretation  of  tongues  may  go  with  it,  but 
requires  a  few  observations.  It  is  clear  from  Paul's  words 
throughout  this  dissertation  that  the  interpretation  of  tongues  not 
only  was  not  invariably  attached  to  the  gift  of  tongues'  (i  Cor. 
xiv.  13,  27,  28),  but  was  at  least  often  a  separate  gift  possessed 
without  the  kinds  of  tongues  (cf.  xii.  10,  28,  xiv.  26,  28).     Nothing 

can   be   more   specific   than   xii.  10:  " to  another,  kinds  of 

tongues ;  and  to  another,  interpretation  of  tongues  ";  and  again, 
verse  30  :  "  Do  all  speak  with  tongues  ?  do  all  interpret?"  This  is 
indeed  presaged  by  the  "diversities  of  gifts,"  etc.,  of  xii.  4  f. 
Upon  the  hypothesis  of  foreign  languages,  this  would  presuppose 
that  some  spoke  languages  which  they  could  not  interpret,  and 
consequently  could  not  understand,  and  that  others  understood 
languages  which  they  could  not  speak.  The  latter  point  is 
common  enough  in  ordinary  life;  but,  in  this  instance,  the 
miracle  of  supematurally  receiving  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
languages,  instantaneously  and  without  previous  study,  is  as  great 
as  to  receive  the  power  to  speak  them.  The  anomaly  in  the 
miracle,  merely  to  point  out  a  suggestive  discrepancy  where  all  is 
anomalous,  is  that  the  gift  of  tongues  should  ever  have  been 
separated  from  the  gift  of  interpretation.  If  a  man  understand 
the  foreign  language  he  speaks,  he  can  interpret  it ;  if  he  cannot 
interpret  it,  he  cannot  understand  it ;  and  if  he  cannot  understand 
it,  can  he  possibly  speak  it?  Certainly  not,  without  his  having 
been  made  a  perfectly  mechanical  instrument  through  which, 
apart  from  the  understanding  and  the  will,  sounds  are  involuntarily 
produced,  which  is  not  to  be  entertained.  Still  pursuing  the  same 
hypothesis — the  one  gift  is  to  speak  languages  which  no  one 
understands,  the  other  to  understand  languages  which  no  one 
speaks.     Paul    never    even    assumes    the    probability  that    the 

Overbeck,  Paulus,  Pfleiderer,  de  Pressens^,  Renan,  Reuss,  Schaff,  Schrader, 
Schulz,  Schwegler,  Stap,  Steudel,  De  Wette,  Wiesder,  Weisse,  Zeller,  and 
others. 

'  Ewald  maintains  that  **  interpretation"  was  always  separate  from 
"tongues"  {Die  Sendschr  des  Ap.  PauL,  p.  205,  anm.).  Wieseler  at  one 
time  (5/.  u.  Krit.y  1838,  p.  720  f.)  asserted  that  the  speaker  with  tongues 
was  always  his  own  interpreter.  He  subsequently  (.SV.  u.  K'ril.t  i860,  p.  117 
f.)  withdrew  this  extraordinary  theory. 
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"  tongue  "  spoken  is  understood  by  any  one  except  the  interpreter. 
The  interpretation  of  such  obscure  tongues  must  have  been  a 
gift  very  little  used — never,  indeed,  except  as  the  complement  to 
the  gift  of  tongues.  The  natural  and  useful  facility  in  languages 
is  apparently  divided  into  two  supernatural  and  useless  halves. 
The  idea  is  irresistibly  suggested,  as  apparently  it  was  to  the 
Apostle  himself,  whether  it  would  not  have  been  more  for  the 
good  of  mankind  and  for  the  honour  of  Christianity  if,  instead  of 
these  two  miraculously  incomplete  gifts,  a  little  natural  good 
sense,  five  words  even,  to  be  spoken  in  the  vernacular  tongue 
and  requiring  no  interpretation,  had  been  imparted.  If,  instead 
of  foreign  languages,  we  substitute  the  utterance  of  ecstatic 
religious  excitement,  the  anomaly  of  speaking  a  language  without 
understanding  it  or  being  understood  becomes  intelligible;  and 
equally  so  the  interpretation,  unaccompanied  by  the  power  of 
speaking.  It  is  obvious  in  both  cases  that,  as  no  one  understands 
the  tongue,  no  one  can  determine  whether  the  interpretation  of 
it  be  accurate  or  not.  But  it  is  easily  conceivable  that  a  sympa- 
thetic nervous  listener  might  suppose  that  he  understood  the 
broken  and  incoherent  speech  of  ecstasy,  and  might  interpret  it 
according  to  his  own  stimulated  imagination.  The  mysterious 
and  unknown  are  suggestive  texts,  and  there  is  nothing  more 
infectious  than  religious  excitement.  In  all  this,  however,  is  there 
anything  miraculous  ? 

We  need  not  further  demonstrate  that  the  chief  and  general 
characteristic  of  "kinds  of  tongues"  was  that  they  were  unintelligible 
(cf.  I  Cor.  xiv.  2,  6-1 1,  13-19).  Speaking  with  the  spirit  (irvcvfio) 
is  opposed  to  speaking  with  the  understanding  (vovs)  (cf.  verses 
14-16,  etc.).  They  were  not  only  unintelligible  to  others,  but  the 
speaker  himself  did  not  imderstand  what  he  uttered:  (verse  14)  "For 
if  I  pray  with  a  tongue  {yktaaxra)  my  spirit  (irvevfw)  prayeth,  but 
my  understanding  (vovs)  is  unfruitful "  (cf.  15  f.,  19).  We  have 
already  pointed  out  that  Paul  speaks  of  these  Charismata  in 
general,  and  not  as  affecting  the  Corinthians  only;  and  we  must 
now  add  that  he  obviously  does  not  even  insinuate  that  the  "  kinds 
of  tongues"  possessed  by  that  community  was  a  spurious  Charisma, 
or  that  any  attempt  had  been  made  to  simulate  the  gift ;  for 
nothing  could  have  been  more  simple  than  for  the  Apostle  to 
denounce  such  phenomena  as  false,  and  to  distinguish  the  genuine 
from  the  imitated  speech  with  tongues.  The  most  convincing 
proof  that  his  remarks  refer  to  the  genuine  Charisma  is  that  the 
Apostle  applies  to  himself  the  very  same  restrictions  in  the  use  of 
"tongues"  as  he  enforces  upon  the  Corinthians  (verses  18-19,  ^> 
etc.),  and  characterises  his  own  gift  precisely  as  he  does  theirs 
(verses  6,  11,  14,  15,  19). 

Now,  what  was  the  actual  operation  of  this  singular  miraculous 
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gift,  and  its  utility  whether  as  regards  the  community  or  the  gifted 
individual  ?  Paul  restricts  the  speaking  of  "  tongues  "  in  church 
because,  being  unintelligible,  it  is  not  for  edification  (xiv.  2  f., 
18  f.,  23,  27,  28).  He  himself  does  not  make  use  of  his  gift  for 
the  assemblies  of  believers  (verses  6,  18).  Another  ground  upon 
which  he  objects  to  the  use  of  "  kinds  of  tongues "  in  public  is 
that  all  the  gifted  apparently  speak  at  once  (verses  23,  27  f.,  33).  It 
will  be  remembered  that  all  the  Charismata  and  their  operations 
are  described  as  due  to  the  direct  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
(xii.  4  f.);  and  immediately  following  their  enumeration,  ending 
with  "kinds  of  tongues"  and  ** interpretation  of  tongues,"  the 
Apostle  resumes  (verse  11),  "but  all  these  worketh  one  and  the 
same  Spirit,  dividing  to  each  severally  as  he  wills  ";  and  in  Acts  ii.  4 
the  brethren  are  represented  as  speaking  with  tongues  "as  the 
Spirit  gave  them  utterance."  Now,  the  first  thought  which  presents 
itself  is :  How  can  a  gift  which  is  due  to  the  direct  working  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  possibly  be  abused  ?  We  must  remember  clearly  that 
the  speech  is  not  expressive  of  the  understanding  of  the  speaker.  The 
wv€VfmriKoi  spoke  under  the  inspiration  of  the  supernatural  Agent, 
that  which  neither  they  nor  others  understood.  Is  it  permissible 
to  suppose  that  the  Holy  Spirit  could  inspire  speech  with  tongues 
at  an  unfitting  time  ?  Can  we  imagine  that  this  Spirit  can  actually 
have  prompted  many  people  to  speak  at  one  and  the  same  time 
to  the  utter  disturbance  of  order  ?  Is  not  such  a  gift  of  tongues 
more  like  the  confusion  of  tongues  in  Babel'  than  a  christian 

Charisma?     "And  the  Lord  said:    Go  to,  let  us  go  down 

and  there  confound  their  language,  that  they  may  not  imderstand 
one  another's  speech."* 

In  spite  of  his  abstract  belief  in  the  divine  origin  of  the 
Charisma,  PauFs  language  unconsciously  betrays  practical 
doubt  'as  to  its  character.  Does  not  such  sarcasm  as  the 
following  seem  extremely  indecorus  when  criticising  a  result 
produced  directly  by  the  Holy  Spirit  ?  (xiv.  23)  "  If,  there- 
fore, the  whole  church  \>e  come  into  one  place  and  all  speak 
with  tongues,  and  there  come  in  unlearned  and  unbelieving 
persons,  will  they  not  say  ye  are  mad  ?"  At  Pentecost  such  an 
assembly  was  supposed  to  be  drunken.3  The  whole  of  the  counsel 
of  the  Apostle  upon  this  occasion  really  amounts  to  an  injunction 
to  quench  the  Spirit.  It  is  quite  what  might  be  expected  in  the 
case  of  the  excitement  of  ecstatic  religion,  that  the  strong  emotion 
should  principally  find  vent  in  the  form  of  prayer  and  praise 
(verse  15  f.);  equally  so  that  it  should  be  unintelligible,  and  that  no 
one  should  know  when  to  say  "Amen"  (verse  16),  and  that  all 

»  Cf.  Schrader,  Der  Ap,  Pauius,  ii.,  p.  72  f.  "  Gen.  xi.  6,  7. 

3  The  same  gift,  it  is  generally  understood,  is  referred  to  in  Ephes.  v.  18  f. 
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should  speak  at  once ;  and  still  more  so  that  the  practical  result 
should  be  tumult  (verses  23,  33).  All  this,  it  might  appear,  could 
be  produced  without  the  intervention  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  So  far, 
is  there  any  utility  in  the  miracle  ? 

But  we  are  told  that  it  is  "  for  a  sign."  Paul  argues  upon  this 
point  in  a  highly  eccentric  manner.  He  quotes  (v.  21)  Isaiah 
xxviii.  II,  12,  in  a  form  neither  agreeing  with  the  Septuagint  nor 
with  the  Hebrew — a  passage  which  has  merely  a  superficial  and 
verbal  analogy  with  the  gift  of  tongues,  but  whose  real  historical 
meaning  has  no  reference  to  it  whatever:  "  In  the  I-aw  it  is  written, 
that  with  men  of  other  tongues  and  with  the  lips  of  others  will  I 
speak  unto  this  people ;  and  yet  for  all  that  they  will  not  hear  me, 
saith  the  Lord."  The  Apostle  continues  with  singular  logic: 
"So  that  (Qare)  the  tongues  are  for  a  sign  {eU  (rrffidov)  not 
to  those  who  believe,  but  to  the  unbelieving ;  but  prophecy  is  not 
for  the  unbelieving,  but  for  those  who  believe.  If,  thCTefore,  the 
whole  Church  be  come  into  one  place,  and  all  speak  with  tongues, 
and  there  come  in  imleamed  or  unbelieving  persons,  will  they  not 
say  that  ye  are  mad  ?     But  if  all  prophesy  and  there  come  in  an 

unbeliever he  is  convicted  by  all and  so  falling  on  his  face 

he  will  worship  God,  reporting  that  God  is  indeed  in  you."  The 
Apostle  himself  shows  that  the  tongues  cannot  be  considered  a 
sign  by  unbelievers,  upon  whom,  apparently,  they  produce  no 
other  impression  than  that  the  speakers  are  mad  or  drunken. 

Under  any  circumstances,  the  "  kinds  of  tongues  "  described  by 
the  Apostle  are  a  very  sorry  specimen  of  the  "  signs  and  wonders 
and  powers"  of  which  we  have  heard  so  much.  It  is  not 
surprising  that  the  Apostle  prefers  exhortation  in  a  familiar  tongue. 
In  an  ecstatic  state,  men  are  incapable  of  edifying  others;  we  shall 
presently  see  how  far  they  can  edify  themselves.  Paul  utters  the 
pith  of  the  whole  matter  at  the  very  outset  of  his  homily,  when  he 
prefers  exhortation  to  kinds  of  tongues :  verse  2.  "  For  he  that 
speaketh  with  a  tongue  speaketh  not  unto  men,  but  unto  God;  for 
no  one  understandeth,  but  in  Spirit  he  ^eaketh  mysteries  "  (XaXct 
fiva-rripia).  It  is  not  possible  to  read  his  words  without  the 
impression  that  the  Apostle  treats  the  whole  subject  with  suppressed 
impatience.  His  mind  was  too  prone  to  believe  in  spiritual 
mysteries,  and  his  nervous  nature  too  susceptible  to  religious 
emotion  and  enthusiasm,  to  permit  him  clearly  to  recognise  the 
true  character  of  the  gift  of  "  tongues";  but  his  good  sense  asserted 
itself,  and,  after  protesting  that  he  would  rather  speak  five  words 
with  his  understanding  than  ten  thousand  words  in  a  tongue,  he 
breaks  off  with  the  characteristic  exclamation  (verse  20),  "Brethren, 
become  not  children  in  your  minds"  (/x^  iraLSla  yiv^di  rais  ijipecriv). 
The  advice  is  not  yet  out  of  place. 

What  was  the  private  utility  or  advantage  of  the  supernatural 
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gift?  How  did  he  who  spoke  with  a  tongue  edify  himself?  (verse 
4).  Paul  clearly  states  that  he  does  not  edify  the  Church  (verse 
2  f.).  In  the  passage  just  quoted  the  Apostle,  however,  says  that 
the  speaker  "  with  a  tongue  "  "  speaketh  to  God  ";  and  further  on 
(verses  18,  19)  he  implies  that,  although  he  himself  does  not  use 
the  gift  in  public,  he  does  so  in  private.  He  admonishes  (verse  28) 
any  one  gifted  with  tongues,  if  there  be  no  interpreter  present,  to 
"  keep  silence  in  a  church,  but  let  him  speak  to  himself  and  to 
God."  But  in  what  does  the  personal  edification  of  the  individual 
consist  ?  In  employing  language,  which  he  does  not  comprehend, 
in  private  prayer  and  praise  ?  In  addressing  God  in  some  unin- 
telligible jargon,  in  the  utterance  of  which  his  understanding  has 
no  part?  Many  strange  purposes  and  proceedings  have  been 
attributed  to  the  Supreme  Being,  but  probably  none  has  been 
imagined  more  incongruous  than  a  gift  of  tongues  unsuitable  for 
the  edification  of  others,  and  not  intelligible  to  the  recipient,  but 
considered  an  edifying  substitute  in  private  devotion  for  his  own 
language.  This  was  certainly  not  the  form  of  prayer  which  Jesus 
taught  his  disciples.'  And  this  gift  was  valued  more  highly  in  the 
Corinthian  Church  than  all  the  rest !  Do  we  not  get  an  instructive 
insight  into  the  nature  of  the  other  Charismata  from  this  suggestive 
fact  ?  The  reality  of  miracles  does  not  seem  to  be  demonstrated 
by  these  chapters.' 

We  have  already  stated  that  the  vast  majority  of  critics  explain 
ykfaa-a-ais  XjolX&v  as  speech  in  an  ecstatic  condition;  and  all 
the  phenomena  described  by  Paul  closely  correspond  with  the 
utterance  of  persons  in  a  state  of  extreme  religious  enthusiasm 
and  excitement,  of  which  many  illustrations  might  be  given  from 
other  religions  before  and  since  the  commencement  of  our  era,  as 
well  as  in  the  history  of  Christianity  in  early  and  recent  times. 
Every  one  knows  of  the  proceedings  of  the  heathen  oracles,  the 
wild  writhings  and  cries  of  the  Pythoness  and  the  mystic  utterances 
of  the  Sibyl.  In  the  Old  Testament  there  is  allusion  to  the 
ecstatic  emotion  of  the  prophets  in  the  account  of  Saul,  i  Sam. 
xix.  24  (cf.  Isaiah  viii.  19,  xxix.  4).  The  Montanists  exhibited 
similar  phenomena,  and  Tertullian  has  recorded  several  instances 
of  such  religious  excitement,  to  which  we  have  elsewhere  referred. 
Chrysostom  had  to  repress  paroxysms  of  pious  excitement  closely 
resembling  these  in  the  fourth  century  ;3  and  even  down  to  our 
own  times  instances  have  never  been  wanting  of  this  form  of 

'  Matt  vi.  5  f.;  Luke  xi.  I  f. 

'  It  is  impossible  to  refer  to  every  writer  by  whom  the  arguments  adopted 
throughout  this  section  may  have  been  used  or  suggested,  but  we  very  gladly 
express  obligation,  especially  to  the  writings  of  Baur,  Zeller,  Meyer,  Reuss, 
Overbeck,  Holtzmann,  and  Neander. 

3  Jlom,  in  Is.y  vi.  2. 
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hysterical  religion.  Into  none  of  this  can  we  enter  here.  Enough, 
we  trust,  has  been  said  to  show  the  true  character  of  the  supposed 
supernatural  Charismata  of  Paul  from  his  own  account  of  them, 
and  the  information  contained  in  his  Epistles. 

Although  we  have  been  forced  to  examine  in  considerable 
detail  the  passages  in  the  writings  of  Paul  cited  by  Apologists  in 
support  of  miracles,  the  study  is  one  of  great  value  to  our  inquiry. 
These  are  the  only  passages  which  we  possess  in  which  a  con- 
temporary and  eye-witness  describes  what  he  considers  super- 
natural phenomena,  and  conveys  to  us  his  impression  of  miraculous 
agency.  Instead  of  traditional  reports  of  miracles  narrated  by 
writers  who  are  unknown,  and  who  did  not  actually  see  the  occur- 
rences in  question,  we  have  here  a  trustworthy  witness  dealing  with 
matters  in  which  he  was  personally  interested,  and  writing  a 
didactic  homily  upon  the  nature  and  operation  of  Charismata 
which  he  believed  to  be  miraculous,  and  conferred  upon  the  Church 
by  the  immediate  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  nineteenth 
century  here  comes  into  direct  contact  with  the  age  of  miracles, 
but  at  the  touch  these  miracles  vanish,  and  that  which,  seen 
through  the  golden  mist  of  pious  tradition,  seems  to  possess 
unearthly  power  and  beauty,  on  closer  examination  dwindles  into 
the  prose  of  every-day  life.  The  more  minutely  miracles  are 
scanned,  the  more  unreal  they  are  recognised  to  be.  The  point 
to  which  we  now  desire  to  call  attention,  however,  is  the  belief  and 
the  mental  constitution  of  Paul.  We  have  seen  something  of  the 
nature  and  operation  of  the  gift  of  tongues.  That  the  phenomena 
described  proceeded  from  an  ecstatic  state,  into  which  persons  of 
highly  excitable  nervous  organisation  are  very  liable  to  fall  under 
the  operation  of  strong  religious  impressions,  can  scarcely  be 
doubted.  Eminent  Apologists'  have  gravely  illustrated  the 
phenomena  by  the  analogy  of  mesmerism,  somnambulism,  and  the 
effects  of  magnetism.  Paul  asserts  that  he  was  subject  to  the 
influence,  whatever  it  was,  more  than  anyone,  and  there  is  nothing 
which  is  more  credible  than  the  statement,  or  more  characteristic 
of  the  Apostle.  \\'e  desire  to  speak  of  him  with  the  profoundest 
respect  and  admiration.  We  know  more,  from  his  epistles,  of  the 
intimate  life  and  feelings  of  the  great  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  than 
of  any  other  man  of  the  apostolic  age,  and  it  is  impossible  not  to 
feel  warm  sympathy  with  his  noble  and  generous  character.  The 
history  of  Christianity,  after  the  death  of  its  Founder,  would  sink 
almost  into  commonplace  if  the  grand  figure  of  Paul  were  blotted 
from  its  pages.  But  it  is  no  detraction  to  recognise  that  his 
nervous  temperament  rendered  him  peculiarly  susceptible  of  those 
religious  impressions  which  result  in  conditions  of  ecstatic  trance, 

'  Bleek,  Olshausen,  and  others. 
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to  which,  as  we  actually  learn  from  himself,  he  was  exceptionally 
subject.  The  effects  of  this  temperament  probably  first  made  him 
a  Christian ;  and  to  his  enthusiastic  imagination  we  owe  most  of 
the  supernatural  dogmas  of  the  religion  which  he  adopted  and 
transformed. 

One  of  these  trances  the  Apostle  himself  recounts,'  always 
with  the  cautious  reserve,  "  whether  in  the  body  or  out  of  the 
body  I  know  not,  God  knoweth,"  how  he  was  caught  up  to  the 
third  heaven,  and  in  Paradise  heard  unutjerable  words  which  it  is 
not  lawful  for  a  man  to  speak ;  in  immediate  coimection  with  which 
he  continues  :  "  And  lest  I  should  be  exalted  above  measure  bv  the 
excess  of  the  revelations,  there  was  given  to  me  a  stake  (o-zcoXo^) 
in  the  flesh,  an  angel  of  Satan  to  buffet  me."'  This  was  one  of 
the  "visions  (oirroo-tas)  and  revelations  (diroKaA.v^€4s)  of  the 
Lord  "  of  which  he  speaks,  and  of  which  he  had  such  an  excess 
to  boast  Can  any  one  doubt  that  this  was  nearly  akin  to  the  state 
of  ecstatic  trance  in  which  he  spoke  with  tongues  more  than  all  the 
Corinthians  ?  Does  any  one  suppose  that  Paul,  "  whether  in  the 
body  or  out  of  the  body,"  was  ever  actually  caught  up  into  "  the 
third  heaven,"  wherever  that  may  be?  or  doubt  that  this  was 
simply  one  of  the  pious  hallucinations  which  visit  those  who  are 
in  such  a  state  ?  If  we  are  seriously  to  discuss  the  point — it  is 
clear  that  evidence  of  such  a  thing  is  out  of  the  question ;  that 
Paul  himself  admits  that  he  cannot  definitely  describe  what 
happened;  that  we  have  no  other  ground  for  considering  the 
matter  than  the  Apostle's  own  mysterious  utterance;  that  it  is 
impossible  for  a  person  subject  to  such  visions  and  hallucinations 
to  distinguish  between  reality  and  seeming ;  that  this  narrative  has 
not  only  all  the  character  of  hallucination,  but  no  feature  of  sober 
fact ;  and,  finally,  thiit,  whilst  it  accords  with  all  experiences  of 
visionary  hallucination,  it  contradicts  all  experience  of  practical 
life.  We  have  seen  that  Paul  believes  in  the  genuineness  and 
supernatural  origin  of  the  divine  Charismata,  and  he  in  like 
manner  believes  in  the  reality  of  his  visions  and  revelations.  He 
has  equal  reason,  or  want  of  reason,  in  both  cases. 

What  was  the  nature  of  the  "stake  in  the  flesh"  which, 
upon  the  theory  of  the  diabolical  origin  of  disease,  he  calls 
"an  angel  of  Satan  to  buffet  me*?  There  have  been  many 
conjectures  offered,  but  one  explanation  which  has  been  advanced 
by  able  critics  has  special  force  and  probability.  It  is  suggested 
that  this  "stake  in  the  flesh,"  which  almost  all  now  at  least 
recognise  to  have  been  some  physical  malady,  and  ver}'  many 

'  2  Cor.  xii.  I  f. 

"^  lb, ,  xii.  7.  We  need  not  discuss  the  connection  of  koX  tq  vrepfioki.  We 
have  adopted  that  which  is  also  the  reading  of  the  A- V. 
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suppose  to  have  been  headache  or  some  other  similar  periodical 
and  painful  affection,  was  in  reality  a  form  of  epilepsy.'  It  has 
been  ably  argued  that  the  representation  of  the  malady  as  "an 
angel  of  Satan ''  to  buffet  him,  directly  connects  it  with  nervous 
disorders  like  epilepsy,  which  the  Jews  especially  ascribed  to 
diabolical  influence ;  and  the  mention  of  this  a-KoXoip  in  immediate 
continuation  of  his  remarks  on  "visions"  and  "revelations," 
which  a  tendency  to  this  very  malady  would  so  materially  assist  in 
producing,  further  confirms  the  conjecture.'  No  one  can  deny, 
and  medical  and  psychological  annals  prove,  that  many  men  have 
been  subject  to  visions  and  hallucinations  which  have  never  been 
seriously  attributed  to  supernatural  causes.  There  is  not  one 
single  valid  reason  removing  the  ecstatic  visions  and  trances  of  the 
Apostle  Paul  from  this  class. 

We  do  not  yet  discuss  the  supposed  vision  in  which  he  saw  the 
risen  Jesus,  though  it  is  no  exception  to  the  rest,  but  reserve  it 
for  the  next  chapter.  At  present,  it  suffices  that  we  point  out  the 
bearing  of  our  examination  of  Paul's  general  testimony  to  miracles 
upon  our  future  consideration  of  his  evidence  for  the  Resurrection. 
If  it  be  admitted  that  his  judgment  as  to  the  miraculous  character 
of  th^  Charismata  is  fallacious,  and  that  what  he  considered 
miraculous  were  simply  natural  phenomena,  the  theory  of  the 
reality  of  miracles  becomes  less  tenable  than  ever.  And  if,  further, 
it  be  recognised,  as  we  think  it  necessarily  must  be,  that  Paul  was 
subject  to  natural  ecstatic  trances,  with  all  their  accompanying 
forms  of  nervous  excitement — "  kinds  of  tongues,''  visions,  and 
religious  hallucinations — a  strong  and  clear  light  will  fall  upon  his 
further  testimony  for  miraculous  occurrences  which  we  shall  shortly 
have  before  us. 


'  Ewald,  Sendschr.  des  Ap.  Pauius,  p.  307  f.  ;  Hausrath,  Der  Ap.  Pauhs, 
p.  52  f.  ;  Hofmann,  Die  heil.  Schr.  N,  T.,  1866,  ii.  3,  p.  309  ;  HoUten,  7Am 
Ev.  des  Pauius,  u.  s.  w.,  p.  85  f.  ;  Lightfoot,  Galatians,  p.  186  f. ;  Siraoss, 
Das  Leb./esUy  p.  302  ;  Weber  u.  Hollzmann,  Gesck.  V.  Isr.,  ii.,  p.  542f- 

'  Holsteii,  Zum  Ev.  des  Paulus  u.  des  Petrus^  1868,  p.  85  f. 
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PART   VI. 


THE     RESURRECTION     AND     ASCENSION 
CHAPTER  I. 

THE   RELATION   OF   EVIDENCE   TO   SUBJECT 

When  the  evidence  of  the  Gospels  regarding  the  great  central 
dogmas  of  ecclesiastical  Christianity  is  shown  to  be  untrustworthy 
and  insufficient,  Apologists  appeal  with  confidence  to  the  testimony 
of  the  Apostle  Paul.  We  presume  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
show  that,  in  fact,  the  main  weight  of  the  case  rests  upon  his 
Epistles,  as  undoubted  documents  of  the  apostolic  age,  written 
some  thirty  or  forty  years  after  the  death  of  the  Master.  The 
retort  has  frequently  been  made  to  the  earlier  portion  of  this  work 
that,  so  long  as  the  evidence  of  Paul  remains  unshaken,  the  apolo- 
getic position  is  secure.  We  may  quote  a  few  lines  from  an  able 
work,  part  of  a  passage  discussed  in  the  preceding  chapter,  as  a 
statement  of  the  case :  "  In  the  first  place,  merely  as  a  matter  of 
historical  attestation,  the  Gospels  are  not  the  strongest  evidence 
for  the  Christian  miracles.  Only  one  of  the  four,  in  its  present 
shape,  is  claimed  as  the  work  of  an  Apostle,  and  of  that  the 
genuineness  is  disputed.  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  stand  upon 
very  much  the  same  footing  with  the  synoptic  Gospels,  and  of  this 
book  we  are  promised  a  further  examination.  But  we  possess  at 
least  some  undoubted  writings  of  one  who  was  himself  a  chief 
actor  in  the  events  which  followed  immediately  upon  those 
recorded  in  the  Gospels;  and  in  these  undoubted  writings  St. 
Paul  certainly  shows  by  incidental  allusions,  the  good  faith  of 
which  cannot  be  questioned,  that  he  believed  himself  to  be 
endowed  with  the  power  of  working  miracles,  and  that  miracles, 
or  what  were  thought  to  be  such,  were  actually  wrought  by  him 

and  by  his  contemporaries Besides  these  allusions,  St.  Paul 

repeatedly  refers  to  the  cardinal  miracles  of  the  Resurrection  and 
Ascension ;  he  refers  to  them  as  notorious  and  unquestionable 
facts  at  a  time  when  such  an  assertion  might  have  been  easily 
refuted.     On  one  occasion  he  gives  a  very  circumstantial  account 
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of  the  testimony  on  which  the  belief  in  the  Resurrection  rested 
(i  Cor.  XV.  4-8).  And  not  only  does  he  assert  the  Resurrection 
as  a  fact,  but  he  builds  upon  it  a  whole  scheme  of  doctrine  :  *  If 
Christ  be  not  risen/  he  says,  *  then  is  our  preaching  vain,  and  your 
faith  is  also  vain.'  We  do  not  stay  now  to  consider  the  exact 
philosophical  weight  of  this  evidence.  It  will  be  time  enough  to 
do  this  when  it  has  received  the  critical  discussion  that  may  be 
presumed  to  be  in  store  for  it.  But  as  external  evidence,  in  the 
legal  sense,  it  is  probably  the  be^f  that  can  be  produced,  and  it 
has  been  entirely  untouched  so  far."'  We  have  already  disposed 
of  the  "  allusions  "  above  referred  to.  We  shall  in  due  time  deal 
with  the  rest  of  the  statements  in  this  passage,  but  at  present  it  is 
sufficient  to  agree  at  least  with  the  remark  that,  "as  external 
evidence,"  the  testimony  of  Paul  "  is  probably  the  best  that  can  be 
produced."  We  know  at  least  who  the  witness  really  is,  which  is 
an  advantage  denied  us  in  the  case  of  the  Gospels.  It  would 
be  premature  to  express  surprise  that  we  find  the  case  of 
miracles,  and  more  especially  of  such  stupendous  miracles  as  the 
Resurrection  and  Ascension,  practically  resting  upon  the  testimony 
of  a  single  witness.  This  thought  will  intrude  itself,  but  cannot  at 
present  be  pursued. 

The  allegation  which  we  have  to  examine  is  that  the  Founder  of 
Christianity,  after  being  dead  and  buried,  rose  from  the  dead  and 
did  not  again  die,  but,  after  remaining  some  time  with  his  disciples, 
ascended  with  his  body  into  heaven.*  It  is  unnecessary  to  com- 
plicate the  question  by  adding  the  other  doctrines  regarding  the 
miraculous  birth  and  divine  origin  and  personality  of  Jesus.  In 
the  problem  before  us  certain  objective  facts  are  asserted  which 
admit  of  being  judicially  tested.  We  have  nothing  to  do  here 
with  the  vague  modem  representation  of  these  events,  by  means  of 
which  the  objective  facts  vanish,  and  are  replaced  by  subjective 
impressions  and  tricks  of  consciousness  or  symbols  of  spiritual  life. 
Those  who  adopt  such  views  have,  of  course,  abandoned  all  that  is 
real  and  supernatural  in  the  supposed  events.  The  Resurrection 
and  Ascension  with  which  we  have  to  deal  are  events  precisely 
as  objective  and  real  as  the  death  and  burial — no  ideal  process 
figured  by  the  imagination  or  embodiments  of  Christian  hope, 
but    tangible  realities,   historical  occurrences  in    the    sense  of 

■  Sanday,  The  Gospels  in  the  Second  Century,  1876,  p.  10  f. 

'  In  the  Articles  of  the  Church  of  England  this  is  expressed  as  follows: 
Art.  ii.  **who  truly  suflfered,  was  crucified,  dead,  and  buned,  etc"  Art.  iii. 
'*  As  Christ  died  for  us,  and  was  buried ;  so  also  it  is  to  be  believed  that  He 
went  down  into  Hell."  Art.  iv.  "  Christ  did  truly  rise  again  from  death,  and 
took  again  His  Body,  with  flesh,  bones,  and  all  things  appertaining  to  the 
perfection  of  man's  nature,  wherewith  He  ascended  unto  Heaven,  and  there 
sitteth,  until  He  return  to  judge  all  men  at  the  last  day.'' 
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ordinary  life.  If  Jesus,  after  being  crucified,  dead,  and  buried, 
did  not  physically  rise  again  from  the  dead,  and  in  the  flesh, ^ 
without  again  dying,  **  ascend  into  Heaven,"  the  whole  case  falls 
to  the  ground.  These  incidents,  although  stupendous  miracles, 
must  have  been  actual  occurrences.  If  they  did  not  take  place, 
our  task  is  at  an  end.  If  it  be  asserted  that  they  really  did 
take  place,  their  occurrence  must  be  attested  by  adequate  evidence. 
Apologists,  whilst  protesting  that  the  occurrences  in  question  are 
believed  upon  ordinary  historical  evidence,  and  that  Christianity 
requires  no  indulgence,  but  submits  itself  to  the  same  tests  as  any 
other  affirmation,  do  not  practically  act  upon  this  principle,  but, 
as  soon  as  it  is  enunciated,  introduce  a  variety  of  special  pleas 
which  remove  the  case  from  the  domain  of  history  into  that  of 
theology,  and  proceed  upon  one  assumption  after  another,  until 
the  fundamental  facts  become  enveloped  and,  so  to  say,  protected 
from  judicial  criticism  by  a  cloud  of  religious  dogmas  and 
hypotheses.'  By  confining  our  attention  to  the  simple  facts 
which  form  the  basis  of  the  whole  superstructure  of  ecclesiastical 
Christianity,  we  may  avoid  much  confusion  of  ideas,  and  restrict 
the  field  of  inquiry  to  reasonable  limits.  We  propose,  therefore, 
to  limit  our  investigation  to  the  evidence  for  the  reality  of  the 
Resurrection  and  Ascension. 

What  evidence  could  be  regarded  as  sufficient  to  establish  the 
reality  of  such  supposed  occurrences  ?  The  question  is  one  which 
demands  the  serious  attention  and  consideration  of  every  thoughtful 
man.  It  is  obvious  that  the  amount  of  evidence  requisite  to 
satisfy  our  minds  as  to  the  truth  of  any  statement  should  be 
measured  by  the  nature  of  that  statement  and,  we  may  as 
well  add,  by  its  practical  importance  to  ourselves.  The  news 
that  a  man  was  married  or  a  child  bom  last  week  is  received 
without  doubt,  because  men  are  married  and  children  are  bom 
every  day ;  and,  although  such  pieces  of  gossip  are  frequently 
untrue,  nothing  appears  more  natural  or  more  in  accordance  with 
our  experience.  If  we  take  more  distant  and  less  familiar  events, 
we  have  no  doubt  that  a  certain  monarch  was  crowned,  and  that 
he  subsequently  died  some  centuries  ago.  If  we  ask  for  proof 
of  the  statement,  nothing  may  be  forthcoming  of  a  very  minute 

*  The  disappearance  of  the  body  from  the  sepulchre,  a  point  much  insisted 
upon,  could  have  had  no  significance  or  reality  if  the  body  did  not  rise  and 
afterwards  ascend. 

"  A  work  of  this  kind  may  be  mentioned  in  illustration  :  Dr.  Westcott's 
Gospel  of  the  Resurrection,  The  argument  of  this  work  is  of  unquestionable 
ability,  but  it  is  chiefly  remarkable,  we  think,  for  the  manner  in  which  the 
direct  evidence  is  hurried  over,  and  a  mass  of  assertions  and  assumptions,  the 
greater  part  of  which  is  utterly  untenable  and  inadmissible,  is  woven  into 
spedoos  and  eloquent  pleading,  and  does  duty  for  substantial  testimony. 
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or  indubitable  nature.  No  absolute  eye-witness  of  the  coronation 
may  have  left  a  clear  and  detailed  narrative  of  the  ceremony ;  and 
possibly  there  may  no  longer  be  extant  a  sufficiently  attested 
document  proving  with  certainty  the  deiith  of  the  monarch. 
There  are  several  considerations,  however,  which  make  us  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  evidence  incomplete  as  it  may  be.  Monarchs 
are  generally  crowned  and  invariably  die  ;  and  the  statement  that 
any  one  particular  monarch  was  crowned  and  died  is  so  completely 
in  conformity  with  experience  that  we  have  no  hesitation  in 
believing  it  in  the  specific  case.  We  are  satisfied  to  believe  such 
ordinary  statements  upon  very  slight  evidence,  both  because  our 
experience  prepares  us  to  believe  that  they  are  true  and  because 
we  do  not  much  care  whether  they  are  true  or  not.  If  life,  or 
even  succession  to  an  estate,  depended  upon  either  event,  the 
demand  for  evidence,  even  in  such  simple  matters,  would 
be  immensely  intensified.  The  converse  of  the  statement 
would  not  meet  with  the  same  reception.  Would  anyone 
believe  the  affirmation  that  Alfred  the  Great,  for  instance,  did  not 
die  at  all  ?  What  amount  of  evidence  would  be  required  before 
such  a  statement  could  be  pronounced  sufficiently  attested  ? 
Universal  experience  would  be  so  uniformly  opposed  to 
the  assertion  that  such  a  phenomenon  had  taken  place,  that 
probably  no  evidence  readily  conceivable  could  ensure  the 
belief  of  more  than  a  credulous  few.  The  assertion  that  a  man 
actually  died  and  was  buried,  and  yet  afterwards  rose  from  the 
dead,  is  still  more  at  variance  with  human  experience.  The  pro- 
longation of  life  to  long  periods  is  comparatively  consistent  with 
experience;  and  if  a  life  extending  to  several  centuries  be 
incredible,  it  is  only  so  in  degree,  and  is  not  absolutely  contrar>'  to 
the  order  of  nature,  which  certainly  under  present  conditions  does 
not  favour  the  supposition  of  such  lengthened  existence,  but  still 
does  not  fix  hard-and-fast  limits  to  the  life  of  man.  The  resurrec- 
tion of  a  man  who  has  once  been  absolutely  dead,  however,  is 
contrary  to  all  human  experience.  If  to  this  we  add  the  assertion 
that  the  person  so  raised  from  the  dead  never  again  died,  but,  after 
continuing  some  time  longer  on  earth,  ascended  bodily  to  some 
invisible  and  inconceivable  place  called  Heaven,  there  to  **  sit  at 
the  right  hand  of  God,"  the  shock  to  reason  and  common- 
sense  becomes  so  extreme  that  it  is  difficult  even  to  realise  the 
nature  of  the  affirmation.  It  would  be  hopeless  to  endeavour  to 
define  the  evidence  which  could  establish  the  reality  of  the  allied 
occurrences. 

As  the  central  doctrines  of  a  religion  upon  which  the  salvation 
of  the  human  race  is  said  to  depend,  we  are  too  deeply  interested 
to  be  satisfied  with  slight  evidence  or  no  evidence  at  all  It  has 
not  unfrequently  been  made  a  reproach  that  forensic  evidence  is 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PROPORTIONATE  EVIDENCE  805 

required  of  the  reality  of  Divine  Revelation.  Such  a  course  is 
regarded  as  perfectly  preposterous,  whether  the  test  be  applied  to 
the  primary  assertion  that  a  revelation  has  been  made  at  all,  or  to 
its  contents.  What  kind  of  evidence,  then,  are  we  permitted 
decorously  to  require  upon  so  momentous  a  subject?  Appa- 
rently, just  so  much  as  Apologists  can  conveniently  set  before  us, 
and  no  more.  The  evidence  deemed  necessary  for  the  settlement 
of  a  Scotch  peerage  case,  or  a  disputed  will,  is,  we  do  not  hesitate 
to  say,  infinitely  more  complete  than  that  which  it  is  thought 
either  pious  or  right  to  expect  in  the  case  of  religion.  The  actual 
occurrence  of  the  Resurrection  and  Ascension  is  certainly 
a  matter  of  evidence,  and  it  is  scarcely  decent  that  any  man 
should  be  required  to  believe  what  is  so  opposed  to  human 
experience,  upon  more  imperfect  evidence  than  is  required  for  the 
transfer  of  land  or  the  right  to  a  title,  simply  because  ecclesiastical 
dogmas  are  founded  upon  them,  and  it  is  represented  that,  unless 
they  be  true,  "our  hope  is  vain."  The  testimony  requisite  to 
establish  the  reality  of  such  stupendous  miracles  can  scarcely  be 
realised.  Proportionately,  it  should  be  as  unparalleled  in  its 
force  as  those  events  are  in  fact.  Evidence  of  the  actual  death 
of  the  person  requires  to  be  as  complete  as  evidence  of  his  resur- 
rection. One  point,  moreover,  must  never  be  forgotten.  Human 
testimony  is  exceedingly  fallible  at  its  best.  It  is  liable  to  error 
from  innumerable  causes,  and  most  of  all,  probably,  when  religious 
excitement  is  present,  and  disturbing  elements  of  sorrow,  fear, 
doubt,  or  enthusiasm  interfere  with  the  calmness  of  judgment 
When  any  assertion  is  made  which  contradicts  unvarying  experi- 
ence, upon  evidence  which  experience  knows  to  be  universally 
liable  to  error,  there  cannot  be  much  hesitation  in  disbelieving  the 
assertion  and  preferring  belief  in  the  order  of  nature.  And  when 
evidence  proceeds  from  an  age  exceptionally  exposed  to  error, 
from  ignorance  of  natural  laws,  and  the  prevalence  of  supersti- 
tion, and  religious  excitement,  it  cannot  be  received  without  the 
gravest  suspicion.  We  make  these  brief  remarks,  in  anticipation, 
as  nothing  is  more  essential  in  the  discussion  upon  which  we  are 
about  to  enter  than  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  allegations  which 
are  to  be  tested,  and  of  the  nature  of  the  testimony  required  for 
belief  in  them. 

We  shall  not  limit  our  inquiry  to  the  testimony  of  Paul,  but  shall 
review  the  whole  of  the  evidence  adduced  for  the  Resurrection 
and  Ascension.  Hitherto,  our  examination  of  the  historical  books 
of  the  New  Testament  has  been  mainly  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  their  character,  and  the  value  of  their  evidence  for 
miracles  and  the  reality  of  Divine  Revelation.  It  is  unnecessary 
for  us  here  minutely  to  recapitulate  the  results.  The  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  we  have  shown,  cannot  be  received  as  testimony  of  the 
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slightest  weight  upon  any  of  the  points  before  us.  Briefly  to  state 
the  case  of  the  Gospels  in  other  words  than  our  own,  we  repeat  the 
honest  statement  of  the  able  writer  quoted  at  the  beginning  of  this 
chapter  :  **  In  the  first  place,  merely  as  a  matter  of  historical  attesta- 
tion, the  Gospels  are  not  the  strongest  evidence  for  the  Christian 
miracles.  Only  one  of  the  four,  in  its  present  shape,  is  claimed  as  the 
work  of  an  Apostle,  and  of  that  the  genuineness  is  disputed."'  We 
may  add  that  the  third  Synoptic  does  not,  in  the  estimation  of 
any  one  who  has  examined  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  gain 
additional  credibility  by  being  composed  by  the  same  author  as 
the  latter  work.  The  writers  of  the  four  Gospels  are  absolutely 
unknown  to  us,  and  in  the  case  of  three  of  them  it  is  not  even 
affirmed  that  they  were  eye-witnesses  of  the  Resurrection  and 
Ascension  and  other  miracles  narrated.  The  undeniably  doubtful 
authorship  of  the  fourth  Gospel,  not  to  make  a  more  positive 
statement  here,  renders  this  work,  which  was  not  written  until 
upwards  of  half  a  century,  at  the  very  least,  after  the  death  of 
Jesus,  incapable  of  proving  anything  in  regard  to  the  Resurrection 
and  Ascension.  A  much  stronger  statement  might  be  made, 
but  we  refer  readers  to  our  preceding  arguments,  and  we  shall 
learn  something  more  of  the  character  of  the  Gospel  narratives 
as  we  proceed. 

Although  we  cannot  attach  any  value  to  the  Gospels  as  evidence, 
we  propose,  before  taking  the  testimony  of  Paul,  to  survey  the 
various  statements  made  by  them  regarding  the  astounding  miracles 
we  are  discussing.  Enough  has  been  said  to  show  that  we  cannot 
accept  any  statement  as  true  simply  because  it  is  made  by  a  Gospel 
or  Grospels.  When  it  is  related  in  the  first  Synoptic,  for  instance, 
that  Pilate  took  water  and  washed  his  hands  before  the  multitude, 
saying,  "  I  am  innocent  of  this  man*5  blood :  see  ye  to  it "' — an 
incident  to  which  no  reference,  be  it  said  in  passing,  is  made  by 
the  other  Evangelists,  although  it  is  sufficiently  remarkable  to  have 
deserved  notice — we  cannot  of  course  assume  that  Pilate  actually 
said  or  did  anything  of  the  kind.  A  comparison  of  the  various 
accounts  of  the  Resurrection  and  Ascension,  however,  and  careful 
examination  of  their  details,  will  be  of  very  great  use,  by  enabling 
us  to  appreciate  the  position  of  the  case  apart  from  the  evidence  of 
Paul.  The  indefinite  impression  fostered  by  Apologists,  that  the 
evidence  of  the  Gospels  supplements  and  completes  the  evidence 
of  the  Apostle,  and  forms  an  aggregate  body  of  testimony  of 
remarkable  force  and  volume,  must  be  examined,  and  a  clear 
conception  formed  of  the  whole  case. 

One  point  may  at  once  be  mentioned  before  we  enter  upon  our 
examination    of    the    Gospels.      The   Evangelists  narrate    such 

*  Sanday,  The  Gospels  in  the  Second  Century y  p.  la  '  Matt,  xxvii.  24. 
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astonishing  occurrences  as  the  Resurrection  and  Ascension  with 
perfect  composure  and  absence  of  surprise.  This  characteristic  is 
even  made  an  argument  for  the  truth  of  their  narrative.  The 
impression  made  upon  our  minds,  however,  is  the  very  reverse  of 
that  which  Apologists  desire  us  to  receive.  The  writers  do  not  in 
the  least  degree  seem  to  have  realised  the  exceptional  character  of 
the  occurrences  they  relate,  and  betray  the  assurance  of  persons 
writing  in  an  ignorant  and  superstitious  age,  whose  minds  have 
become  too  familiar  with  the  supernatural  to  be  at  all  surprised 
either  by  a  resurrection  from  the  dead  or  a  bodily  ascension. 
Miracles  in  their  eyes  have  lost  their  strangeness  and  seem  quite 
commonplace.  It  will  be  seen,  as  we  examine  the  narratives,  that 
a  stupendous  miracle,  or  a  convulsion  of  nature,  is  thrown  in  by 
one  or  omitted  by  another  as  a  mere  matter  of  detail.  An  earth- 
quake and  the  resurrection  of  many  bodies  of  saints  are  mere 
trifles  which  can  be  inserted  without  wonder,  or  omitted  without 
regret.  The  casual  and  momentary  expression  of  hesitation  to 
believe,  which  is  introduced,  is  evidently  nothing  more  than  a 
rhetorical  device  to  heighten  the  reality  of  the  scene.  It  would 
have  been  infinitely  more  satisfactory  had  we  been  able  to  perceive 
that  these  witnesses,  instead  of  being  genuine  denizens  of  the  age 
of  miracles,  had  really  understood  the  astounding  nature  of  the 
occurrences  they  report,  and  did  not  consider  a  miracle  the  most 
natural  thing  in  the  world. 
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THE   EVIDENCE   OF  THE  GOSPELS 

In  order  more  fully  to  appreciate  the  nature  of  the  narratives  which 
the  four  Evangelists  give  of  the  last  hours  of  the  life  of  Jesus,  we 
may  take  them  up  at  the  point  where,  mocked  and  buffeted  by  the 
Roman  soldiers,  he  is  finally  led  away  to  be  crucified.' 

According  to  the  Synoptics,  the  Roman  guard  entrusted  with  the 
duty  of  executing  the  cruel  sentence  find  a  man  of  Cyrene,  Simon 
by  name,  and  compel  him  to  carry  the  cross.'  It  was  customary 
for  those  condemned  to  crucifixion  to  carry  the  cross,  or  at  least 
the  main  portion  of  it,  themselves  to  the  place  of  execution,  and 
no  explanation  is  given  by  the  Synoptists  for  the  deviation  from 
this  practice  which  they  relate.  The  fourth  Gospel,  however,  does 
not  appear  to  know  anything  of  this  incident,  or  of  Simon  of 
Cyrene,  but  distinctly  states  that  Jesus  bore  his  own  cross.3  On 
the  way  to  Golgotha,  according  to  the  third  Gospel,  Jesus  is 
followed  by  a  great  multitude  of  the  people,  and  of  women  who 
were  bewailing  and  lamenting  him,  and  he  addresses  to  them  a  few 
prophetic  sentences.^      We  might  be  surprised  at  the  singular  fact 

'  Let  no  one  suppose  that,  in  freely  criticising  the  Gospels,  we  r<^ard  without 
emotion  the  actual  incidents  which  lie  at  the  bottom  of  these  narraUves,  suppos- 
ing them  to  be  genuine.  No  one  can,  without  pain,  fonn  to  himself  any  ade- 
quate conception  of  the  terrible  sufferings  of  t)ie  Master,  maltreated  and  insulted 
by  a  base  and  brutal  multitude,  too  degraded  to  understand  his  noble  character, 
and  too  ignorant  to  appreciate  his  elevated  teaching ;  and  to  follow  his 
course  from  the  tribunal  which  sacrificed  him  to  Jewish  popular  clamour  to  the 
spot  where  he  ended  a  brief  but  self-sacrificing  life  bv  the  shameful  death  of  a 
slave  may  well  make  sympathy  take  the  place  of  criticism.  Profound  venera- 
tion for  the  great  Teacher,  however,  and  earnest  interest  in  all  that  concerns  his 
history,  rather  command  serious  and  unhesitating  examination  of  the  statements 
made  with  regard  to  him,  than  discourage  an  attempt  to  ascertain  the  truth ; 
and  it  would  be  anything  but  respect  for  his  memory  to  accept  without  question 
the  Gospel  accounts  of  his  life  simply  because  they  were  composed  with  the 
desire  to  glorify  him. 

'  Matt,  xxvii.  32;  Mark  xv.  21  ;  Luke  xxiii.  26. 

3  /3d<rr<i^(iw  iavT(fi  rbv  <rravp6^,  John  xix.  17.  If,  instead  of  this  reading,  which 
is  that  of  the  Sinaitic  and  Alexandrian  codices  and  other  authorities,  adopted 
by  Tischendorf  and  others,  the  rbv  cravphv  airrw  of  the  received  text  and  Lach- 
mann,  or  oi>r<jJ  t.  o-r.,  of  B,  X,  etc. ,  be  preferred,  the  result  is  the  same.  We  may 
mention,  in  passing,  that  the  fourth  Gospel  has  no  reference  to  a  saying  ascribed 
by  the  Synoptics  to  Jesus,  in  which  bearing  his  cross  is  used  typically :  Matt.  x. 
38,  xvi.  24  ;  Mark  viii.  34,  x.  21  ;  Luke  ix.  23,  xiv.  27. 

*  Luke  xxiii.  27  f.  ;  cf.  xxi.  23  ;  Matt.  xxiv.  19. 
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that  there  is  no  reference  to  this  incident  in  any  other  Gospel,  and 
that  words  of  Jesus,  so  weighty  in  themselves  and  spoken  at  so 
supreme  a  moment,  should  not  elsewhere  have  been  recorded,  but 
for  the  fact  that,  from  internal  evidence,  the  address  must  be 
assigned  to  a  period  subsequent  to  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem. 
The  other  Evangelists  may,  therefore,  well  ignore  it. 

It  was  the  custom  to  give  those  about  to  be  crucified  a  draught 
of  wine  containing  a  strong  opiate,  which  in  some  degree  alle- 
viated the  intense  suffering  of  that  mode  of  death.  Mark'  probably 
refers  to  this  (xv.  23)  when  he  states  that,  on  reaching  the  place  of 
execution,  "they  gave  him  wine  (oivov)  mingled  with  myrrh." 
The  fourth  Gospel  has  nothing  of  this.  Matthew  says  (xxvii.  34) : 
"They  gave  him  vinegar  (o^os)  to  drink  mingled  with  gall^^* 
(/itera  x^^^^)-  Even  if,  instead  of  6^09  with  the  Alexandrian 
and  a  majority  of  MSS.,  we  re;id  oTvoSf  "wine,"  with  the 
Sinaitic,  Vatican,  and  some  other  ancient  codices,  this  is  a  curious 
statement,  and  is  well  worthy  of  a  moment's  notice  as  suggestive 
of  the  way  in  which  these  narratives  were  written.  The  concep- 
tion of  a  suffering  Messiah,  it  is  well  known,  was  more  particularly 
supported,  by  New  Testament  writers,  by  attributing  a  Messianic 
character  to  Psalm  xxii.,  Ixix.,  and  Isaiah  liii.,  and  throughout  the 
narrative  of  the  Passion  we  are  perpetually  referred  to  these  and 
other  Scriptures,  as  finding  their  fulfilment  in  the  sufferings  of 
Jesus.  The  first  Synoptist  found  in  Psalm  Ixix.  21  (Sept.  Ixviii. 
21):  "They  gave  me  also  gall  (x^^V^)  for  my  food,  and  in  my 
thirst  they  gave  me  vinegar  (o^os)  to  drink ";  and  apparently,  in 
order  to  make  the  supposed  fulfilment  correspond  as  closely  as 
possible,  he  combined  the  "  gall "  of  the  food  with  the  vinegar  or 
wine  in  strangely  literal  fashion,  3  very  characteristic,  however,  of 
the  whole  of  the  Evangelists.  Luke,  who  seems  not  to  have 
understood  the  custom  known  perhaps  to  Mark,  represents  (xxiii. 
36)  the  soldiers  as  mocking  Jesus  by  "offering  him  vinegar"* 
(o^os) ;  he  omits  the  gall,  but  probably  refers  to  the  same 
Psalm  without  being  so  falsely  literal  as  Matthew. 

'  We  shall,  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  call  the  Gospels  by  the  names  assigned 
to  them  in  the  Canon. 

'  There  have  been  many  attempts  to  explain  away  x<>M»  and  to  make  it 
mean  either  a  species  of  Vermuth,  or  any  bitter  substance  (Olshausen,  Leidens- 
gesch.^  168) ;  but  the  great  mass  of  critics  rightly  retain  its  meaning — *'  gall." 
So  Ewald,  Meyer,  Bleek,  Strauss,  Weisse,  Schenkel,  Volkmar,  Anord, 
Wordsworth,  etc. 

3  **Sl  Matthew  mentally  refers  it  to  Psalm  Ixix.  21  tf^w  (or  possibly  oIpov, 
which  Tischendorf  admits  from  M,  B,  D,  K,  L,  etc.  )/ierA  x®^^  "  (Farrar,  Li/e 
of  Christ,  ii.,  p.  400,  note  i). 

*  Luke  omits  the  subsequent  offer  of  **  vinegar"  (probably  the  Posca  of  the 
Roman  soldiers)  mentioned  by  the  other  Evangelists.  We  presume  the 
reference  in  xxiii.  36  to  be  the  same  as  the  act  described  in  Matt,  xxvii.  34  and 
Mark  xv.  23. 
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We  need  not  enter  into  the  discussion  as  to  the  chronology  of 
the  Passion  week,  regarding  which  there  is  so  much  discrepancy  in 
the  accounts  of  the  fourth  Gospel  and  of  the  Synoptics,  nor  shall 
we  pause  minutely  to  deal  with  the  irreconcilable  difference  which, 
it  is  admitted,  exists  in  their  statement  of  the  hours  at  which  the 
events  of  the  last  fatal  day  occurred.  The  fourth  Gospel  (xix.  4) 
represents  Pilate  as  bringing  Jesus  forth  to  the  Jews  "about  the 
sixth  hour"  (noon).  Mark  (xv.  25),  in  obvious  agreement  with 
the  other  Synoptics  as  further  statements  prove,  distinctly  says : 
"  And  it  was  the  third  hour  (9  o'clock  a.m.),  and  they  crucified 
him."  At  the  sixth  hour  (noon),  according  to  the  three  Synoptists, 
there  was  darkness  over  the  earth  till  al)out  the  ninth  hour  (3 
o'clock  p.m.),  shortly  after  which  time  Jesus  expired.'  As, 
according  to  the  fourth  Gospel,  the  sentence  was  not  even  passed 
before  midday,  and  some  time  must  be  allowed  for  preparation 
and  going  to  the  place  of  execution,  it  is  clear  that  there  is  a  very 
wide  discrepancy  between  the  hours  at  which  Jesus  was  crucified 
and  died,  unless,  as  regards  the  latter  point,  we  take  agreement  in 
all  as  to  the  hour  of  death.  In  this  case,  commencing  at  the  hour 
of  the  fourth  Gospel  and  ending  with  that  of  the  Synoptics,  Jesus 
must  have  expired  after  being  less  than  three  hours  on  the  cross. 
According  to  the  Synoptics,  and  also,  if  we  assign  a  later  hour  for 
the  death,  according  to  the  fourth  Gospel,  he  cannot  have  been 
more  than  six  hours  on  the  cross.  We  shall  presently  see  that  this 
remarkably  rapid  death  has  an  important  bearing  upon  the  history 
and  the  views  formed  regarding  it.  It  is  known  that  crucifixion, 
besides  being  the  most  shameful  mode  of  death,  and  indeed  chiefly 
reserved  for  slaves  and  the  lowest  criminals,  was  one  of  the  most 
lingering  and  atrociously  cruel  punishments  ever  invented  by  the 
malignity  of  man.  Persons  crucified,  it  is  stated  and  admitted, 
generally  lived  for  at  least  twelve  hours,  and  sometimes  even  sur- 
vived the  excruciating  tortures  of  the  cross  for  three  days.  We 
shall  not  further  anticipate  remarks  which  must  hereafter  be  made 
regarding  this. 

We  need  not  do  more  than  again  point  out  that  no  two  of  the 
Gospels  agree  upon  so  simple,  yet  important,  a  point  as  the 
inscription  on  the  cross.  =*  It  is  argued  that  "  a  close  examination 
of  the  narratives  furnishes  no  sufficient  reason  for  supposing  that 
all  proposed  to  give  the  same  or  the  entire  inscription,"  and,  after 
some  curious  reasoning,  it  is  concluded  that  "  there  is  at  least  no 
possibility  of  showing  any  inconsistency  on  the  strictly  literal 
interpretation  of  the  words  of  the  evangelist. "^     On  the  contrary, 

'  Matt,  xxvii.  45  f.  ;  Mark  xv.  33  f.  ;  Lake  xxiii.  44  f. 

=»  Cf.  Matt,  xxvii.  37  ;  Mark  xv.  26 ;  Luke  xxiii.  38 ;  John  xix.  19. 

3  Westcott,  Int,  to  Study  of  the  Gospels y  4th  ed.,  p.  328,  note  la 
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we  had  ventured  to  suppose  that,  in  giving  a  form  of  words  said 
to  have  been  affixed  to  the  cross,  the  evangelists  intended  to  give 
the  form  actually  used,  and  consequently  "  the  same  "  and  "  entire 
inscription,"  which  must  have  been  short ;  and  we  consider  it 
quite  inconceivable  that  such  was  not  their  deliberate  intention, 
however  imperfectly  fulfilled. 

We  pass  on  merely  to  notice  a  curious  point  in  connection  with 
an  incident  related  by  all  the  Gospels.  It  is  stated  that  the 
Roman  soldiers  who  crucified  Jesus  divided  his  garments  amongst 
them,  casting  lots  to  determine  what  part  each  should  take.  The 
clothing  of  criminals  executed  was  the  perquisite  of  the  soldiers 
who  performed  the  duty,  and  there  is  nothing  improbable  in  the 
story  that  the  four  soldiers  decided  by  lot  the  partition  of  the 
garments — indeed,  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  such  was 
the  practice.  The  incident  is  mentioned  as  the  direct  fulfilment 
of  the  Psalm  xxii.  i8,  which  is  quoted  literally  from  the  Septuagint 
version  (xxi.  i8)  by  the  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel.  He  did  not, 
however,  understand  the  passage,  or  disregarded  its  true  meaning, 
and  in  order  to  make  the  incident  accord  better,  as  he  supposed, 
with  the  prophetic  Psalm,  he  represents  that  the  soldiers  amicably 
parted  the  rest  of  his  garments  amongst  them  without  lot,  but  cast 
lots  for  the  coat,  which  was  without  seam  :  (xix.  24)  "  They  said, 
therefore,  among  themselves  :  Let  us  not  rend  it,  but  cast  lots 
for  it,  whose  it  shall  be ;  that  the  Scripture  might  be  fulfilled  : 
They  parted  my  garments  among  them,  and  for  my  vesture  they 
cast  lots.  These  things,  therefore,  the  soldiers  did."  The 
Evangelist  does  not  perceive  that  the  two  parts  of  the  sentence  in 
the  Psalm  really  refer  to  the  same  action,  but  exhibits  the  partition 
of  the  garments  and  the  lots  for  the  vesture  as  separately  fulfilled. 
The  Synoptists  apparently  divide  the  whole  by  lot.*  They  do 
not  expressly  refer  to  the  Psalm,  except  in  the  received  text 
of  Matthew  xxvii.  35,  into  which  and  some  other  MSS.  the 
quotation  has  been  interpolated.'  That  the  narrative  of  the 
Gospels,  instead  of  being  independent  and  genuine  history,  is 
constructed  upon  the  lines  of  supposed  Messianic  Psalms  and 
passages  of  the  Old  Testament  will  become  increasingly  evident 
as  we  proceed. 

It  is  stated  by  all  the  Gospels  that  two  malefactors — the  first 
and  second  calling  them  "robbers" — were  crucified  with  Jesus, 
the  one  on  the  right  hand  and  the  other  on  the  left.  The  state- 
ment in  Mark  xv.  28,  that  this  fulfilled  Isaiah  liii.  12,  which  is 
found  in  our  received  text,  is  omitted  by  all  the  oldest  codices, 

'  Matt,  xxvii.  35 ;  Mark  xv.  24 ;  Luke  xxiii.  34. 

»  **  Certainly  an  interpolation  "  (Westcott,  /«/.  to  Study  of  Gospels,  p.  325, 
note  2). 
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and  is  an  interpolation  ;'  but  we  shall  hereafter  have  to  speak  of 
this  point  in  connection  with  another  matter,  and  we  now  merely 
point  out  that,  though  the  verse  was  thus  inserted  here,  it  is 
placed  in  the  mouth  of  Jesus  himself  by  the  third  Synoptist 
(xxii.  37),  and  the  whole  passage  from  which  it  was  taken  has 
evidently  largely  influenced  the  composition  of  the  narrative  before 
us.  According  to  the  first  and  second  Gospels,'  the  robbers 
joined  with  the  chief  priests  and  the  scribes  and  elders  and  those 
who  passed  by  in  mocking  and  reviling  Jesus.  This  is  direcdy 
contradicted  by  the  third  Synoptist,  who  states  that  only  one  of 
the  malefactors  did  so  (xxiii.  39  f.) :  "  But  the  other  answering 
rebuked  him  and  said  :  Dost  thou  not  even  fear  God,  seeing  thou 
art  in  the  same  condemnation?  And  we  indeed  justly;  for  we 
are  receiving  the  due  reward  of  our  deeds ;  but  this  man  did 
nothing  amiss.  And  he  said:  Jesus,  remember  me  when  thou 
comest  in  thy  kingdom.  And  he  said  unto  him :  Verily,  I  say 
unto  thee,  to-day  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in  paradise."  It  requires 
very  little  examination  to  detect  that  this  story  is  l^endary,  and 
cannot  be  maintained  as  historical.  Those  who  dwell  upon  its 
symbolical  character  do  nothing  to  establish  its  veracity.  This 
exemplary  robber  speaks  like  an  Apostle,  and  in  praying  Jesus  as 
the  Messiah  to  remember  him  when  he  came  into  his  kingdom, 
he  shows  much  more  than  apostolic  appreciation  of  the  claims 
and  character  of  Jesus.  The  reply  of  Jesus,  moreover,  contains  a 
statement  not  only  wholly  contradictory  of  Jewish  belief  as  to  the 
place  of  departed  spirits,  but  of  all  Christian  doctrine  at  the  time 
as  to  the  descent  of  Jesus  into  Hades.  Into  this,  however,  it  is 
needless  for  us  to  go.3  Not  only  do  the  other  Gospels  show  no 
knowledge  of  so  interesting  an  episode,  but,  as  we  have  pointed 
out,  the  first  and  second  Synoptics  positively  exclude  it  We 
shall  see,  moreover,  that  there  is  a  serious  diflficulty  in  under- 
standing how  this  conversation  on  the  cross,  which  is  so  exclusively 
the  property  of  the  third  Synoptist,  could  have  been  reported  to 
him. 

The  Synoptics  represent  the  passers-by  and  the  chief  priests, 
scribes,  and  elders  as  mocking  Jesus  as  he  hung  on  the  cross. 
The  fourth  Gospel  preserves  total  silence  as  to  all  this.  It  is 
curious  also  that  the  mocking  is  based  upon  that  described  in  the 
Psalm  xxii.,  to  which  we  have  already  several  times  had  to  refer. 
In  verse  7  f.  we  have :  "All  they  that  see  me  laughed  me  .to  scorn; 
they  shot  out  the  lip ;  they  shook  the  head  (saying),  8.  He  trusted 

*  **  Certainly  an  interpolation  "  (Westcott,  ib.y  p.  326,  note  5). 
'  Matt,  xxvii.  44 ;  Mark  xv.  32. 

3  It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  discuss  the  various  ideas  of  which  this  episode 
is  supposed  to  be  symbolical. 
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in  the  Lord,  let  Him  deliver  him,  let  Him  save  him  (seeing)  that 
he  delighteth  in  him."'  Compare  with  this  Matt,  xxvii.  39  f., 
Mark  xv.  29  f.,  Luke  xxiii.  35.  Is  it  possible  to  suppose  that  the 
chief  priests  and  elders  and  scribes  could  actually  have  quoted  the 
words  of  this  Psalm,  there  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  Psalmist's 
enemies,  as  the  first  Synoptist  represents  (xxvii.  43)?  It  is  obvious 
that  the  speeches  ascribed  to  the  chief  priests  and  elders  can  be 
nothing  more  than  the  expressions  which  the  writers  considered 
suitable  to  them,  and  the  fact  that  they  seek  their  inspiration  in  a 
Psalm  which  they  suppose  to  be  Messianic  is  suggestive. 

We  have  already  mentioned  that  the  fourth  Gospel  says  nothing 
of  any  mocking  speeches.  The  author,  however,  narrates  an 
episode  (xix.  25-27)  in  which  the  dying  Jesus  is  represented  as 
confiding  his  mother  to  the  care  of  "  the  disciple  whom  he  loved," 
of  which,  in  their  turn,  the  Synoptists  seem  to  be  perfectly 
ignorant.  We  have  already  elsewhere  remarked  that  there  is  no 
evidence  that  there  was  any  disciple  whom  Jesus  specially 
loved,  except  the  repeated  statement  in  this  Gospel.  No  other 
work  of  the  New  Testament  contains  a  hint  of  such  an  individual, 
and  much  less  that  he  was  the  Apostle  John.  Nor  is  there  any 
evidence  that  any  one  of  the  disciples  took  the  mother  of  Jesus  to 
his  own  home.  There  is,  therefore,  no  external  confirmation  of 
this  episode ;  but  there  is,  on  the  contrary,  much  which  leads  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  is  not  historical.  There  has  been  some 
discussion  as  to  whether  four  women  are  mentioned  (xix.  25),  or 
whether  "  his  mother's  sister  "  is  represented  as  "  Mary,  the  wife 
of  Clopas,"  or  was  a  different  person.  There  are,  we  think,  reasons 
for  concluding  that  there  were  four ;  but,  in  the  doubt,  we 
shall  not  base  any  argument  on  the  point.  The  Synoptics'  dis- 
tinctly state  that  "  the  women  that  followed  him  from  Galilee," 
amongst  whom  were  "  Mary  Magdalene  and  Mary  the  mother  of 
James  and  Joseph  and  the  mother  of  Zebedee's  sons,  "3  and,  as  the 
third  Synoptic  says,  "  all  his  acquaintance,"^  were  standing  "afar 
off"  (futKpoOev).  They  are  unanimous  in  saying  this,  and  there  is 
every  reason  for  supposing  that  they  are  correct,  s  This  is,  conse- 
quently, a  contradiction  of  the  account  in  the  fourth  Gospel  that 
John  and  the  women  were  standing  "by  the  cross  of  Jesus." 
Olshausen,  Liicke,  and  others,  suggest  that  they  subsequently  came 
fi"om  a  distance  up  to  the  cross ;  but  the  statement  of  the  Synoptists 
is  made  at  the  close,  and  after  this  scene  is  supposed  to  have  taken 

'  7.  ndrrej  ol  Betapovyris  Ate  i^efiVKHjpiadv  /le,  iXdiXTfcajf  iv  x«^^<''*»'>  ^Kipriaajf 
KCiftaKiiWy  8.  "HXirtcrcr  hrl  Ki;/>ior,  j>\Hrda$u  ainrbvj  ffwrdru  oArbv^  tfrt  BfKti  aMv. 
Ps.  xxi.,  Sept. ;  cf.  verses  4,  5. 

'  Matt,  xxvii.  55  f.  ;  Mark  xv.  40 ;  Luke  xxiii.  49. 

3  Matt.  xxviL  56 ;  Mark  xv.  40.  *  Luke  xxiii.  49. 

5  Cf.  Matt.  xxvi.  31,  56 ;  Mark  xiv.  27. 
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place.  The  opposite  conjecture,  that  from  standing  close  to  the 
cross  they  removed  to  a  distance,  has  little  to  recommend  it. 
Both  explanations  are  equally  arbitrary  and  unsupported  by 
evidence. 

It  may  be  well,  in  connection  with  this,  to  refer  to  the  various 
sayings  and  cries  ascribed  by  the  different  Evangelists  to  Jesus  on 
the  cross.  We  have  already  mentioned  the  conversation  with  the 
"  penitent  thief,"  which  is  peculiar  to  the  third  Gospel,  and  now 
that  with  the  "  beloved  disciple,"  which  is  only  in  the  fourth.  The 
third  Synoptic'  states  that,  on  being  crucified,  Jesus  said,  "  Father, 
forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do  " — a  saying  which  is 
in  the  spirit  of  Jesus  and  worthy  of  him,  but  of  which  the  other 
Gospels  do  not  taJce  any  notice.^  The  fourth  Gospel  again  has  a 
cry  (xix.  28) :  "  After  this,  Jesus,  knowing  that  all  things  are  now 
fulfilled,  that  the  Scripture  might  be  accomplished,  saith  :  I  thirst" 
The  majority  of  critics  understand  by  this  that  "  I  thirst "  is  said 
in  order  "  that  the  Scripture  might  be  fulfilled  "  by  the  offer  of  the 
vinegar,  related  in  the  following  verse.  The  Scripture  referred  to 
is  of  course  Psalm  Ixix.  21:  "  They  gave  me  also  gall  for  my  food, 
and  in  my  thirst  they  gave  me  vinegar  (o^oi)  to  drink " ;  which 
we  have  already  quoted  in  connection  with  Matthew  xxvii.  34- 
The  third  Synoptic  (xxiii.  36)  represents  the  vinegar  as  being 
offered  in  mockery  at  a  much  earlier  period,  and  Matthew  and 
Mark3  connect  the  offer  of  the  vinegar  with  quite  a  different  cry 
from  that  in  the  fourth  Gospel.  Nothing  could  be  more  natural 
than  that,  after  protracted  agony,  the  patient  sufferer  should  cry, 
"  I  thirst ";  but  the  dogmatic  purpose,  which  dictates  the  whole 
narrative  in  the  fourth  Gospel,  is  rendered  obvious  by  the  reference 
of  such  a  cry  to  a  supposed  Messianic  prophecy.  This  is  further 
displayed  by  the  statement  (v.  29)  that  the  sponge  with  vinegar 
was  put  "  upon  hyssop  "  (iVo-w7r(^) — the  two  Synoptics  have  "  on 
a  reed  "  (Kakdfju^) — which  the  author  probably  uses  in  association 
with  the  paschal  lamb,^  an  idea  present  to  his  mind  throughout  the 
passion.  The  first  and  second  Synoptics^  represent  the  last  cry  of 
Jesus  to  have  been  a  quotation  from  Psalm  xxii.  i :  "Eli  (or  Mark, 
Eloi),  Eli,  lema  sabacthani  ?  that  is  to  say  :  My  God,  my  God, 
why  didst  thou  forsake  me  ?"  This,  according  to  them,  evidently, 
was  the  last  articulate  utterance  of  the  expiring  Master,  for  they 
merely  add  that  "  when  he  cried  again  with  a  loud  voice  "  Jesus 
yielded  up  his  spirit.^     Neither  of  the   other   Gospels   has   any 

'  xxiii.  34. 

^  Straass  calls  attention  to  Isaiah  liii.  12,  where,  of  the  servant  of  Jehovah, 
it  is  said  that  he  *'  made  intercession  for  the  transgressors"  {Das  Leben  Jesu^ 

p.  584). 
3  Matt,  xxvii.  48  f.;  Mark  xv.  36.      ^  Exod.  xiL  22 ;  cf.  Levit.  xiv.  4,  6,  49. 
5  Matt,  xxvii.  46 ;  Mark  xv.  34.         ^^  Matt  xxvii.  50 ;  Mark  xv.  37. 
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mention  of  this  cry.  The  third  Gospel  substitutes  :  "  And  when 
Jesus  cried  with  a  loud  voice  he  said :  Father,  into  thy  hands  I 
commend  my  spirit,  and  having  said  this  he  expired."'  This  is  an 
almost  literal  quotation  from  the  Septuagint  version  of  Psalm  xxxi. 
5.  The  fourth  Gospel  has  a  totally  different  cry  (xix.  30),  for,  on 
receiving  the  vinegar,  which  accomplished  the  Scripture,  he  repre- 
sents Jesus  as  saying,  "  It  is  finished  "  (TercA^oTat),  and  imme- 
diately expiring. 

It  will  be  observed  that  seven  sayings  are  attributed  to  Jesus  on 
the  cross,  of  which  the  first  two  Gospels  have  only  one,  the  third 
Synoptic  three,  and  the  fourth  Gospel  three.  We  do  not  intend  to 
express  any  opinion  here  in  favour  of  any  of  these,  but  we  merely 
point  out  the  remarkable  fact  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  one 
cry  in  the  first  two  Synoptics,  each  Gospel  has  ascribed  different 
sayings  to  the  dying  Master,  and  not  only  no  two  of  them  agree, 
but  in  some  important  instances  the  statement  of  the  one  Evange- 
list seems  to  exclude  the  accounts  of  the  others.  Everyone 
knows  the  hackneyed  explanation  of  Apologists,  but  in  works 
which  repeat  each  other  so  much  elsewhere  it  certainly  is  a  curious 
phenomenon  that  there  is  so  little  agreement  here.  If  all  the 
Master's  disciples  **  forsook  him  and  fled,""  and  his  few  friends  and 
acquaintances  stood  "afar  off"  regarding  his  sufferings,  it  is 
readily  conceivable  that  pious  tradition  had  unlimited  play.  We 
must  return  to  the  cry  recorded  in  Matthew  and  Mark, 3  the 
only  one  about  which  two  witnesses  agree.  Both  of  them  give  this 
quotation  from  Psalm  xxii.  i  in  Aramaic  :  Eli  (Mark  :  Eloi),  Eli,* 
lema  sabacthani.  The  purpose  is  clearly  to  enable  the  reader  to 
understand  what  follows,  which  we  quote  from  the  first  Gospel : 
"  And  some  of  them  that  stood  there,  when  they  heard  it  said : 

This  man  calleth  for  Elijah The  rest  said  :   Let  be,  let  us  see 

whether  Elijah  cometh  to  save  him."5  It  is  impossible  to  confuse 
"-£//"  or  ^^£/oi"  with  ^^  £/ijaAu"  and  the  explanations  suggested 
by  Apologists  are  not  sufficient  to  remove  a  difficulty  which  seems 
to  betray  the  legendary  character  of  the  statement.  The  mistake 
of  supposing  that  Jesus  called  for  Elijah  could  not  possibly  have 
been  made  by  those  who  spoke  Aramaic;  that  strangers  not 
perfectly  understanding  Aramaic  should  be  here  intended  cannot 
be  maintained,  for  the  suggestion  is  represented  as  adopted  by 
"  the  rest"  The  Roman  soldiers  had  probably  never  heard  of 
Elijah ;  and  there  is  nothing  to  support  the  all^ation  of  mockery 

*  Luke  xxiii.  46.         '  Matt.  xxvi.  56.  3  Matt,  xxvii.  46 ;  Mark  xv.  34. 

*  The  Sinaitic  cod. ,  Matt,  xxvii.  46  reads  :  Awl,  iXul,  Xcfid  aaBaxOatrel ;  the 
cod.  Alex. ,  i}\lf  ^X2,  k.  t.  X. ;  cod.  Vat. ,  iXtael,  i\u)€ly  k.  t.  X.  D  nas  ^Xci,  ijXel, 
K.T.X'  We  only  note  the  variations  in  the  first  two  words,  which  are  those  upon 
which  the  question  turns. 

5  Matt,  xxvii.  47,  49 ;  cf.  Mark  xv.  35,  36. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


8i6  SUPERNATURAL  RELIGION 


as  accounting  for  the  singular  episode.  The  verse  of  the  Psalm 
was  too  well  known  to  the  Jews  to  admit  of  any  suggested  play 
upon  words. 

The  three  Synoptics  state  that,  from  the  sixth  hour  (mid-day)  to 
the  ninth  (3  o'clock),  "there  was  darkness  over  all  the  earth" 
(a-KOTos  €y€V€To  «rt  iraa-av  rrjv  y^Jv).'  The  third  Gosp>el 
adds,  "the  sun  having  failed"  (rod  'qXiov  cicXtTrc^Kro?).*  By 
the  term  "  all  the  earth  "  some  critics  maintain  that  the  Evangelist 
merely  meant  the  Holy  Land,3  whilst  others  hold  that  he  uses  the 
expression  in  its  literal  sense.  The  fourth  Gospel  takes  no  notice 
of  this  darkness.  Such  a  phenomenon  is  not  a  trifle  to  be  ignored 
in  any  account  of  the  crucifixion,  if  it  actually  occurred.  The 
omission  of  all  mention  of  it  either  amounts  to  a  denial  of  its 
occurrence,  or  betrays  most  suspicious  familiarity  with  supernatural 
interference.  Many  efforts  have  been  made  to  explain  this 
darkness  naturally,  or  at  least  to  find  some  allusion  to  it  in  con- 
temporary history,  all  of  which  have  signally  failed.  As  the  moon 
was  at  the  full,  it  is  admitted  that  the  darkness  could  not  have 
been  an  eclipse.  The  Fathers  appealed  to  Phlegon  the  Chronicler, 
who  mentions^  an  eclipse  of  the  sun  about  this  period  accompanied 
by  an  earthquake,  and  also  to  a  similar  occurrence  referred  to  by 
Eusebius,5  probably  quoted  from  the  historian  Thallus;  but,  of 
course,  modem  knowledge  has  dispelled  the  illusion  that  these 
phenomena  have  any  connection  with  the  darkness  we  are  dis- 
cussing, and  the  theory  that  the  Evangelists  are  confirmed  in  their 
account  by  this  evidence  is  now  generally  abandoned.  It  is  apart 
from  our  object  to  show  how  common  it  was  amongst  classical  and 
other  writers  to  represent  nature  as  sympathising  with  national  or 
social  disasters  f  and  as  a  poetical  touch  this  remarkable  darkness 
of  the  Synoptists,  of  which  no  one  else  knows  anything,  is  quite 
intelligible.  The  statement,  however,  is  as  seriously  and  deliber- 
ately made  as  any  other  in  their  narrative,  and  does  not  add  to  its 
credibility.  It  is  obvious  that  the  account  is  mythical,  and  it 
bears  a  strange  likeness  to  passages  in  the  Old  Testament,  from 
the  imagery  of  which  the  representation  in  all  probability  was 
derived.  7 

*  Matt,  xxvii.  45  ;  Mark  xv.  33 ;  Luke  xxiii.  44. 

»  Luke  xxiii.  45.  This  is  tlie  reading  of  the  Sinaitic  and  Vatican  (^«cXefir.) 
codices.     A  reads  xal  iffKoria^  b  IjiKioi. 

3  Dr.  Farrar  says  :  **  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  darkness  was  a  local  gloom 
which  hung  densely  over  the  guilty  city  and  its  immediate  neighbourhood " 
( Life  of  Christ,  5th  ed.,  ii.,  p.  414). 

*  xiii.  Olympiad.  s  Chron.  ad  Olymp.,  202. 

^  Cf.  Virgil.,  Georg,,  i.  463-468 ;  Dio  Cass.,  40.17,  56.29  ;  Plin.  H,  N.^ 
2.30;  Plutarch.,  V.  Rom,,  §  27,  p.  34;  Cas.,  §  69,  p.  740  f.  ;  Wetstein, 
Grotius,  ad  h.  /. 

7  Cf.  Joel  ii.  10,  31,  iii.  15  ;  Amos  viii.  9 ;  Isaiah  xiii.  10,  /.  3,  etc. 
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The  first  and  second  Gospels  state  that  when  Jesus  cried  with 
a  loud  voice  and  yielded  up  his  spirit  "  the  veil  of  the  temple  was 
rent  in  twain  from  the  top  to  the  bottom."*  The  third  Synoptic 
associates  this  occurrence  with  the  eclipse  of  the  sun,  and  narrates 
it  before  the  final  cry  and  death  of  the  Master."  The  fourth 
Gospel  takes  no  notice  of  so  extraordinary  a  phenomenon.  The 
question  might  be  asked :  How  could  the  chief  priests,  who  do 
not  appear  to  have  been  at  all  convinced  by  such  a  miracle,  but 
still  continued  their  invincible  animosity  against  the  Christian  sect, 
reveal  the  occurrence  of  such  a  wonder,  of  which  there  is  no 
mention  elsewhere?  Here  again  the  account  is  legendary  and 
symbolical,  and  in  the  spirit  of  the  age  of  miracles. 3 

The  first  Synoptist,  however,  has  further  marvels  to  relate.  He 
states  in  continuation  of  the  p)assage  quoted  above :  "  and  the  earth 
was  shaken  (co-cmt^)  and  the  rocks  were  rent  and  the  sepulchres 
were  opened,  and  many  bodies  of  the  saints  who  slept  were  raised ; 
and  they  came  out  of  the  sepulchres  after  his  resurrection,  and 
entered  into  the  holy  city  and  appeared  unto  many."*  How  great 
must  be  the  amazement  of  anyone  who  may  have  been  inclined  to 
suppose  the  Gospels  sober  historical  works,  on  finding  that  the 
other  three  Evangelists  do  not  even  mention  these  astounding 
occurrences  related  by  the  first  Synoptist!  An  earthquake 
(o-€«<r/ios)5  and  the  still  more  astounding  resurrection  of  many 
saints  who  appeared  unto  "  many,"  and,  therefore,  an  event  by  no 
means  secret  and  unknown  to  all  but  the  Synoptist,  and  yet  three 
other  writers,  who  give  accounts  of  the  crucifixion  and  death  of 
Jesus,  and  who  enter  throughout  into  very  minute  details,  do  not 
even  condescend  to  mention  them !  Nor  does  any  other  New 
Testament  writer  chronicle  them.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that 
the  passage  has  been  a  very  serious  difficulty  for  Apologists ;  and 
one  of  the  latest  writers  of  this  school,  reproducing  the  theories  of 
earlier  critics,  deals  with  it  in  a  Life  of  Christ,  which  "  is  avowedly 
and  unconditionally  the  work  of  a  believer,"^  as  follows :  "  An 
earthquake  shook  the  earth  and  split  the  rocks,  and  as  it  rolled 
away  from  their  places  the  great  stones  which  closed  and  covered 
the  cavern  sepulchres  of  the  Jews,  it  seemed  to  the  imaginations 
of  many  to  have  disimprisoned  the  spirits  of  the  dead,  and  to 
have  filled  the  air  with  ghostly  visitants,  who  after  Christ  had 
risen  appeared  to  linger  in  the  Holy  City."  In  a  note  he  adds  : 
"  Only  in  some  such  way  as  this  can  I  account  for  the  singular  and 

»  Matt,  xxvii.  51  ;  Mark  xv.  38.  '  Luke  xxiii.  45. 

3  We  have  elsewhere  referred  to  the  wonderful  occurrences  related  by 
Josephus  at  the  Temple  about  the  time  of  the  siege  {B^//.  Jud. ,  vi.  5,  §  3 ; 
cf.  Apoc.,  xi.  19). 

*  Matt  xxvii.  51-53.  ^  So  the  phenomenon  is  distinctly  called  in  v.  54. 

^  Farrar,  Life  of  Christy  i.,  Pref. ,  p.  viii. 

3G 
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wholly  isolated  allusion  of  Matt  xxvii.  52,  53."*  It  is  worthy  of 
note,  and  we  may  hereafter  refer  to  the  point,  that  learned  divines 
thus  do  not  scruple  to  adopt  the  "  vision  hypothesis  "  of  the  resur- 
rection. Even  if  the  resurrection  of  the  saints  so  seriously  related 
by  the  Evangelist  be  thus  disposed  of,  and  it  be  assumed  that  the 
other  Gospels,  likewise  adopting  the  "  vision  "  explanation,  conse- 
quently declined  to  give  an  objective  place  in  their  narrative  to  what 
they  believed  to  be  a  purely  subjective  and  imreal  phenomenon, 
there  still  remains  the  earthquake,  to  which  supernatural  incident  of 
the  crucifixion  none  of  the  other  Evangelists  think  it  worth  while  to 
refer.  Need  we  argue  that  the  earthquake  is  as  mythical  as  the 
resurrection  of  the  saints  ?  In  some  apocryphal  writings  even  the 
names  of  some  of  these  risen  saints  are  given.^  As  the  case 
actually  stands,  with  these  marvellous  incidents  related  solely  by 
the  first  Synoptist  and  ignored  by  the  other  Evangelists,  it  would 
seem  superfluous  to  enter  upon  more  detailed  criticism  of  the 
passage,  and  to  point  out  the  incongruity  of  the  fact  that  these 
saints  are  said  to  be  raised  from  the  dead  just  as  the  Messiah 
expires,  or  the  strange  circumstance  that,  although  the  sepulchres 
are  said  to  have  been  opened  at  that  moment  and  the  resurrection 
to  have  then  taken  place,  it  is  stated  that  they  only  came  out  of 
their  graves  after  the  resurrection  of  Jesus.  The  allegation,  more- 
over, that  they  were  raised  from  the  dead  at  that  time,  and  before 
the  resurrection  of  Jesus,  virtually  contradicts  the  saying  of  the 
Apocalypse  (i.  5)  that  Jesus  was  the  "  first  begotten  of  the  dead," 
and  of  Paul  (i  Cor.  xv.  20)  that  he  was  "the  first  fruits  of  them 
who  had  fallen  asleep.  "^  Paul's  whole  argument  is  opposed  to 
such  a  story ;  for  he  does  not  base  the  resurrection  of  the  dead 
upon  the  death  of  Jesus,  but,  in  contradistinction,  upon  his 
resurrection  only.     The  Synoptist  evidently  desires  to  associate  the 

*  Farrar,  tS.,  ii.,  p.  419.  Dean  Milman,  following  the  explanation  of 
Michaelis,  says :  "  Even  the  dreadful  earthquake  which  foUowea  seemed  to 
pass  away  without  appalling  the  enemies  of  Jesus.  The  rending  of  the  veil  of 
the  Temple  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  so  strikingly  significant  of  the  abolition 
of  the  local  worship,  would  either  be  concealed  by  the  priesthood,  or  attributed 
as  a  natural  effect  to  the  convulsion  of  the  earth.  The  same  convulsion  would 
displace  the  stones  which  covered  the  ancient  tombs  and  lay  open  many  of  the 
innumerable  rock-hewn  sepulchres  which  perforated  the  hills  on  every  side  of 
the  city,  and  expose  the  dead  to  public  view.  To  the  awe-struck  and  depressed 
minds  of  the  followers  of  Jesus,  no  doubt,  were  confined  those  visionary 
appearances  of  these  spirits  of  their  deceased  brethren,  which  are  obscurely 
intimated  in  the  rapid  narratives  of  the  Evangelists"  {ffisf.  of  Christianity^  i., 
p.  336).  It  will  be  observed  that,  inadvertently.  Dr.  Milman  has  put  "  Evan- 
gelists" in  the  pluraL 

»  Anaphora  Filaii,  Thilo,  Cod,  Apoc,  N,  T,,  p.  810  f.;  Tischendorf,  ^«w^f. 
Apocr.y  p.  424. 

3  Can  the  author  of  the  Apocalypse  or  Paul  ever  have  heard  of  the  raising 
of  Lazarus? 
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resurrection  of  the  saints  with  the  death  of  Jesus  to  render  that 
event  more  impressive,  but  delays  the  completion  of  it  in  order 
to  give  a  kind  of  precedence  to  the  resurrection  of  the  Master. 
The  attempt  leads  to  nothing  but  confusion.  What  could  be  the 
object  of  such  a  resurrection  ?  It  could  not  be  represented  as  any 
effect  produced  by  the  death  of  Jesus,  nor  even  by  his  alleged 
resurrection,  for  what  dogmatic  connection  could  there  be  between 
that  event  and  the  fact  that  a  few  saints  only  were  raised  from 
their  graves,  whilst  it  was  not  pretended  that  the  dead  "saints" 
generally  participated  in  this  resurrection  ?  No  intimation  is  given 
that  their  appearance  to  many  was  for  any  special  purpose,  and 
certainly  no  practical  result  has  ever  been  traced  to  it.  Finally  we 
might  ask  :  What  became  of  these  saints  raised  from  the  dead  ? 
Did  they  die  again  ?  Or  did  they  also  "  ascend  into  Heaven  "  ? 
A  little  reflection  will  show  that  these  questions  are  pertinent.  It 
is  almost  inconceivable  that  any  serious  mind  could  maintain  the 
actual  truth  of  such  a  story,  upon  such  evidence.  Its  objective 
truth  not  being  maintainable,  however,  the  character  of  the  work 
which  advances  such  an  unhesitating  statement  is  determined,  and 
the  value  of  its  testimony  can  without  difficulty  be  settled. 

The  continuation  of  this  episode  in  the  first  Synoptic  is  quite  in 
keeping  with  its  commencement.  It  is  stated  :  "  But  when  the 
centurion  and  they  that  were  with  him  watching  Jesus  saw  the 
earthquake  (a-iurfi^v)  and  the  things  that  were  done  (ra  -ycvd/Acva) 
they  feared  greatly,  saying.  Truly  this  was  a  son  of  God" 
('AA.7;^a>s  vths  Oeov  i}v  o{rros)^  In  Mark  the  statement  is  very 
curiously  varied :  "And  when  the  centurion  who  stood  over  against 
him  saw  that  he  so  expired,  he  said  :  Truly  this  man  was  a  son  of 
God."'  It  is  argued  on  the  one  hand  that  the  centurion's  wonder 
was  caused  by  Jesus  dying  with  so  loud  a  cry,  and  the  reading 
of  many  MSB.  would  clearly  support  this  ;3  and  on  the  other  that 
the  cause  of  his  exclamation  was  the  unexpectedly  rapid  death  of 
Jesus.  WTiichever  view  be  taken,  the  centurion's  deduction,  it 
must  be  admitted,  rests  upon  singularly  inconclusive  reasoning. 

*  Matt  xxvii.  54.  This  is  the  reading  of  the  Vatican  Cod.  and  D,  with 
some  others.  Cod.  A,  C,  E,  F,  and  many  others,  read  Oecv  vlbs.  The 
Sinaitic  MS.  has  'AX.  vlbs  ^w  rod  deoG  oStos,  The  rendering  of  the  A.  V.,  "  the 
Son  of  God,"  cannot  be  sustained  linguistically,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
writer's  intention. 

'  Mark  xv.  39.  The  A.  V.  has :  "  saw  that  he  so  cried  out,  and  gave  up 
the  ghost";  Kpd^as  has  certainly  high  authority  (A,  C,  E,  G,  H,  etc.;  D 
has  jcpd^orra),  but  the  Sin.,  Vat,  and  some  other  codices  and  versions,  omit 
it,  and  it  is  rejected  by  Tischendorf.  We,  therefore,  take  the  reading  for  the 
moment  which  leaves  the  question  most  open. 

3  Meyer,  who  takes  the  view,  considers  that,  hearing  Jesus  expire  with  so 
loud  a  cry,  the  centurion  concluded  him  to  be  a  **  Hero"  {£v.  des  Mark  n. 
LukcLSyjie  Aufl,^  203  f.). 
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We  venture  to  think  that  it  is  impossible  that  a  Rqman  soldier 
could  either  have  been  led  to  form  such  an  opinion  upon  such 
grounds,  or  to  express  it  in  such  terms.  In  Luke  we  have  a  third 
reading:  "But  when  the  centurion  saw  what  was  done,  he  glorified 
God,  saying.  Certainly  this  man  was  righteous"'  ("Oitws  o 
avOpitnro*;  oiros  BiKaios  ^v).  There  is  nothing  here  about 
the  "  Son  of  God ";  but  when  the  writer  represents  the  Roman 
soldier  as  glorifying  God  the  narrative  does  not  seem  much  more 
probable  than  that  of  the  other  Synoptists. 

The  fourth  Evangelist   does    not  refer    to  any  such  episode, 
but,   as   usual,   introduces    a  very   rem^ykable   incident    of    his 
own,  of  which  the  Synoptists,  who  record  such  peculiar  details 
of  what  passed,  seem  very  strangely  to  know  nothing.     The  fourth 
Evangelist  states :  "  The  Jews,  therefore,  because  it  was   the  pre- 
paration, that  the  bodies  might  not  remain  upon  the  cross  on  the 
sabbath  (for  that  sabbath-day  was  a  high  day),  besought  Pilate 
that  their  legs  might  be  broken  and  they  might  be  taken  away. 
So  the  soldiers  came  and  brake  the  legs  of  the  first,  and  of  the 
other  who  was  crucified  with  him ;  but  when  they  came  to  Jesus, 
as  they  saw  that  he  was  dead  already,  they  brake  not  his  legs ;  but 
one  of  the  soldiers  with  a  spear  pierced  his  side,  and  forthwith 
there  came  out  blood  and  water.     And  he  that  hath  seen  hath 
borne  witness,  and  his  witness  is  true ;  and  that  man  knoweth  that 
he  saith  what  is  true,  that  ye  also  may  believe.      For  these  thii^ 
came  to  pass  that  the  Scripture  might  be  fulfilled  :  A  bone  of  him 
shall  not  be  broken.     And  again  another  Scripture  saith  :  They 
shall  look  on  him  whom  they  pierced."^      It  is  inconceivable  that, 
if  this  actually  occurred,  and  occurred  more  especially  that  the 
"  Scripture  might  be  fulfilled,"  the  other  three  Evangelists  could 
thus  totally  ignore  it  all.3     The  second  Synoptist  does  more  :  he 
not  only  ignores,  but  excludes  it ;   for  (xv.  43  f.)  he  represents 
Joseph  as  begging  the  body  of  Jesus  from  Pilate  **  when  evening 
was  now  come."     "  And  Pilate  marvelled  if  he  were  already  dead  ; 
and,  calling  unto  him  the  centurion,  he  asked  him  whether  he  had 
been  long  dead.     And,  when  he  knew  it  of  the  centurion,  he  gave 
the  corpse  to  Joseph."*     Now,  although  there  could  be  no  doubt 
on  the  point,  the  fourth  Gospel  clearly  states  (xix.  38,  /icra  raura) 
that  Joseph  made  his  request  for  the  body  after  the  order  had  been 
given  by  Pilate  to  break  the  legs  of  the  crucified,  and  after  it  had 
been  executed  as  above  described.      If  Pilate  had  already  given 

*  xxiii.  47.  '  John  xix.  31-37. 

3  The  Sin. ,  Vat. ,  and  other  codices  insert  in  Matt,  xxvii.  49  the  phrase  horn 
John  xix.  34,  dWos  di  \a^Ci>y  Xiyxv^}  Upv^v  adrov  tV  TKevpda^,  koI  i^\BtP 
M(ap  Kal  atfjM.  Notwithstanding  this  high  authority,  it  is  almost  universally 
acknowledged  that  the  phrase  is  an  interpolation  here. 

*  Mark  xv.  44-45. 
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the  order  to  break  the  legs,  how  is  it  possible  he  could  have  mar- 
velled, or  acted  as  he  is  described  in  Mark  to  have  done? 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Crurifragium,  which  is  here  applied, 
was  not  usually  an  accompaniment  of  crucifixion,  though  it  may 
have  been  sometimes  employed  along  with  it,*  but  that  it  was  a 
distinct  punishment.  It  consisted  in  breaking,  with  hammers  or 
clubs,  the  bones  of  the  condemned  from  the  hips  to  the  feet.  We 
shall  not  discuss  whether,  in  the  present  case,  this  measure  really 
was  adopted  or  not.  The  representation  is  that  the  Jews  requested 
Pilate  to  break  the  legs  of  the  crucified  that  the  bodies  might  be 
removed  before  the  Sabbath,  and  that  the  order  was  given  and 
executed.  The  first  point  to  be  noted  is  the  very  singular  manner 
in  which  the  leg-breaking  was  performed.  The  soldiers  are  said 
to  have  broken  the  legs  of  the  first,  and  then  of  the  other  who 
was  crucified  with  Jesus,  thus  passing  over  Jesus  in  the  first 
instance  ;  and  then  the  Evangelist  says  :  **  but  when  they  came  to 
Jesus^  as  they  saw  that  he  was  dead  already,  they  brake  not  his 
legs,  but  one  of  the  soldiers  with  a  spear  pierced  his  side."  This 
order  of  procedure  is  singular ;  but  the  whole  conduct  of  the 
guard  is  so  extraordinary  that  such  details  become  comparatively 
insignificant.  An  order  having  been  given  to  the  Roman  soldiers, 
in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Jews,  to  break  the  legs  of 
the  crucified,  we  are  asked  to  believe  that  they  did  not  execute  it 
in  the  case  of  Jesus !  It  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
Roman  soldiers  either  were  in  the  habit  of  disregarding  their 
orders,  or  could  have  any  motive  for  doing  so  in  this  case,  and 
subjecting  themselves  to  the  severe  punishment  for  disobedience 
inflicted  by  Roman  military  law.  It  is  argued  that  they  saw  that 
Jesus  was  already  dead,  and,  therefore,  that  it  was  not  necessary 
to  break  his  legs ;  but  soldiers  are  not  in  the  habit  of  thinking 
in  this  way :  they  are  disciplined  to  obey.  The  fact  is  that  the 
certainty  that  Jesus  was  dead  already  did  not  actually  exist  in 
their  minds,  for,  in  that  case,  why  should  the  soldier  have 
pierced  his  side  with  a  spear?  The  only  conceivable  motive 
for  doing  so  was  to  make  sure  that  Jesus  reiedly  was  dead  ;  but  is 
it  possible  to  suppose  that  a  Roman  soldier,  being  in  the  slightest 
doubt,  actually  chose  to  assure  himself  in  this  way  when  he  might 
still  more  effectually  have  done  so  by  simply  obeying  the  order  of 
his  superior  and  breaking  the  legs  ?  The  whole  episode  is  mani- 
festly unhistorical. 

It  is  clear  that  to  fulfil  in  a  marked  way  the  prophecies  which 
the  writer  had  in  his  mind,  and  wished  specially  to  apply  to 
Jesus,  it  was  necessary  that,  in  the  first  place,  there  should  have 
been  a  distinct  danger  of  the  bones  being  broken,  and  at  the 

*  Ehrard  admits  that  it  was  not  common  {Evang.  Gesch.^  p.  565,  anm .   31). 
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same  time  of  the  side  not  being  pierced.  The  order  to  break 
the  legs  of  the  crucified  is  therefore  given,  but  an  extraordinary 
exception  is  made  in  favour  of  Jesus,  and  a  thrust  with  the  lance 
substituted,  so  that  both  passages  of  the  Scripture  are  supposed 
to  be  fulfilled.  What  Scriptures,  however,  are  fulfilled?  The 
first,  "A  bone  of  him  shall  not  be  broken,"  is  merely  the 
prescription  with  regard  to  the  Paschal  lamb,  Ex.  xii.  46,'  and  the 
dogmatic  view  of  the  fourth  Evangelist  leads  him  throughout  to 
represent  Jesus  as  the  true  Paschal  lamb.  The  second  is  Zech. 
xii.  10,2  and  anyone  who  reads  the  passage,  even  without  the 
assistance  of  learned  exegesis,  may  perceive  that  it  has  no  such 
application  as  our  Evangelist  gives  it.  We  shall  pass  over,  as  not 
absolutely  necessary  for  our  immediate  purpose,  very  many 
important  details  of  the  episode ;  but  regarding  this  part  of  the 
subject  we  may  say  that  we  consider  it  evident  that,  if  an  order 
was  given  to  break  the  legs  of  the  crucified  upon  this  occasion, 
that  order  must  have  been  executed  upon  Jesus  equally  with  any 
others  who  may  have  been  crucified  with  him. 

There  has  been  much  discussion  as  to  the  intention  of  the 
author  in  stating  that,  from  the  wound  made  by  the  lance,  there 
forthwith  came  out  "  blood  and  water "  (atfm  koI  vStop)  ;  and 
likewise  as  to  whether  the  special  testimony  here  referred  to  in 
the  third  person  is  to  attest  more  immediately  the  flow  of  blood 
and  water,  or  the  whole  episode.3  In  regard  to  the  latter  point, 
we  need  not  pause  to  discuss  the  question.  As  to  the  "  blood 
and  water,"  some  see  in  the  statement  made  an  intention  to  show 
the  reality  of  the  death  of  Jesus,  whilst  others  more  rightly 
regard  the  phenomenon  described  as  a  representation  of  a 
supernatural  and  symbolical  incident,  closely  connected  with  the 
whole  dogmatic  view  of  the  Gospel.  It  is  impossible  not  to  see 
in  this  the  same  idea  as  that  expressed  in  i  John  v.  6  :  "  This 
is  he  that  came  by  water  and  blood,  Jesus  Christ ;  not  in  the 
water  only,  but  in  the  water  and  the  blood."^  As  a  natural 
incident  it  cannot  be  entertained,  for  in  no  sense  but  mere 
quibbling  could  it  be  said  that  "  blood  and  water "  could  flow 
from  such  a  wound,  and  as  a  supernatural  phenomenon  it  must 
be  rejected.  As  a  proof  of  the  reality  of  the  death  of  Jesus,  it 
could  only  have  been  thought  of  at  a  time  when  gross  ignorance 
prevailed  upon  all  medical  subjects.  We  shall  not  here  discuss 
the  reality  of  the  death  of  Jesus,  but  we  may  merely  point  out  that 

*  Cf.  Numbers  ix.  12 ;  Ps.  xxxiv.  20. 

^  Cf.  Ps.  xxii.  16.  We  need  not  discuss  here  the  variation  in  the  quotatioD 
from  Zech.  xii.  10. 

3  Of  course  we  do  not  here  even  touch  upon  the  wider  question  raised  by 
this  passage. 

♦  Cf.  John  vii.  37-39.  »"•  5»  etc 
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the  almost  unprecedentedly  rapid  decease  of  Jesus  was  explained 
by  Origen'  and  some  of  the  Fathers  as  miraculous.  It  has  been 
argued  that  the  thrust  of  the  lance  may  have  been  intended  to 
silence  those  objectors  who  might  have  denied  the  actual  death  on 
the  ground  that  the  l^s  of  Jesus  were  not  broken  like  those  of  the 
two  malefactors,^  and  it  certainly  is  generally  quoted  as  having 
assured  the  fact  of  death.  The  statement  that  blood  flowed  from 
the  wound  by  no  means  supports  the  all^ation;  and,  although 
we  may  make  little  use  of  the  argument,  it  is  right  to  say  that  there 
is  no  evidence  of  any  serious  kind  advanced  of  the  reality  of  the 
death  of  Jesus,  here  or  in  the  other  Gospels.3 

The  author  of  the  fourth  Gospel  himself  seems  to  betray  that 
this  episode  is  a  mere  interpolation  of  his  own  into  a  narrative  to 
which  it  does  not  properly  belong.  According  to  his  own  account 
(xix.  31),  the  Jews  besought  Pilate  that  the  legs  might  be  broken 
and  that  the  bodies  "might  be  taken  away"  (dpSwriv),  The 
order  to  do  this  was  obviously  given,  for  the  legs  are  forthwith 
broken,  and,  of  course,  immediately  after,  the  bodies,  in  pursuance 
of  the  same  order,  would  have  been  taken  away.  As  soon  as  the 
Evangelist  has  secured  his  purpose  of  showing  how  the  Scriptures 
were  fulfilled  by  means  of  this  episode,  he  takes  up  the  story  as 
though  it  had  not  been  interrupted,  and  proceeds  verse  38 :  "After 
these  things  "  (fiera  ravra),  that  is  to  say  after  the  legs  of  the  male- 
factors had  been  broken  and  the  side  of  Jesus  pierced,  Joseph 
besought  Pilate  that  he  might  take  away  the  body  of  Jesus,  and 
Pilate  gave  leave.  But,  if  verse  31  f.  be  historical,  the  body  must 
already  have  been  taken  away.  All  the  Synoptics  agree  with  the 
fourth  Gospel  in  stating  that  Joseph  of  Arimathsea  begged  for  and 
obtained  the  body  of  Jesus  from  Pilate.^  The  second  and  third 
Synoptics  describe  him  as  belonging  to  the  Council,  but  the  first 
Gospel  merely  calls  him  "a  rich  man,"  whilst  the  fourth  omits  both 
of  these  descriptions.  They  all  call  him  a  disciple  of  Jesus — 
secretly  for  fear  of  the  Jews,  the  fourth  Gospel  characteristically 
adds — although  the  term  that  he  was  "waiting  for  the  Kingdom 
of  God,"  used  by  the  second  and  third  Gospels,  is  somewhat 
vague.     The  fourth  Gospel  introduces  a  second  personage  in  the 

*  **  Oravit  Patrem,  et  exauditus  est,  et  staiim  ut  clamamt  ad  PtUrem, 
receptus  est  out  sicut  qui  potestatetn  habebat  ponendi  anitrumi  suaniy  posuit  earn 

quando  voluit  ipse Miraculum  enim  erat  qttoniam  post  tres  horas  receptus 

est^*  etc,  (Orig.  in  Matth.  ed.  Delarue,  1740,  iii.,  §  140,  p.  928). 

"  The  use  of  the  verb  rtJ<r<r«  does  not  favour  the  view  that  the  writer  intended 
to  express  a  deep  wound. 

3  It  has  likewise  been  thought  that  the  representation  in  Mark  xv.  44,  that 
Pilate  marvelled  at  the  rapid  death  of  Jesus,  and  sent  for  the  centurion  to  ascer- 
tain the  fact,  was  made  to  meet  similar  doubts,  or  at  least  to  give  assurance  of 
the  reality  of  the  death. 

^  According  to  Luke  xxiii.  53,  Joseph  actually  **  took  down  "  the  body. 
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shape  of  Nicodemus,  "  who  at  the  first  came  to  him  by  night,"' 
and  who,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  previously  been  described  as 
"  a  ruler  of  the  Jews."^  The  Synoptics  do  not  once  mention  such 
a  person,  either  in  ^he  narrative  of  the  Passion  or  in  the  earlier 
chapters,  and  there  are  more  than  doubts  as  to  his  historical 
character. 

The  accounts  of  the  Entombment  given  by  the  three  Synoptists, 
or  at  least  by  the  second  and  third,  distinctly  exclude  the  narrative 
of  the  fourth  Gospel,  both  as  regards  Nicodemus  and  the  part  he 
is  represented  as  taking.  The  contradictions  which  commence 
here  between  the  account  of  the  fourth  Gospel  and  the  Synoptics, 
in  fact,  are  of  the  most  glaring  and  important  nature,  and  demand 
marked  attention.  The  fourth  Gospel  states  that,  having  obtained 
permission  from  Pilate,  Joseph  came  and  took  the  body  of  Jesus 

away.     "And  there  came  also  Nicodemus bringing  a  mixture 

of  myrrh  and  aloes,  about  a  hundred  pound  weight.  They  took, 
therefore,  the  body  of  Jesus,  and  wound  it  in  linen  cloths  with 
the  spices,  as  the  manner  of  the  Jews  is  to  bury.  Now,  in  the 
place  where  he  was  crucified  there  was  a  garden,  and  in  the  garden 
a  new  sepulchre  wherein  was  never  man  yet  laid.  There,  there- 
fore, on  account  of  the  preparation  of  the  Jews  (ckcI  o^v  8to 
rrfv  TrapaxTKevriv  tuiv  ^lovSaltov),  they  laid  Jesus,  for  the  sepulchre 
was  at  hand  "  (ort  iyyvs  ^v  to  fjLirqfieiov),^ 

According  to  the  first  Synoptic,  when  Joseph  took  the  body, 
he  simply  wrapped  it  "  in  clean  linen "  (ev  a-ivSovi  Katfap^)  and 
**  laid  it  in  his  own  new  sepulchre,  which  he  hewed  in  the  rock : 
and  he  rolled  a  great  stone  to  the  door  of  the  sepulchre,  and 
departed."^  There  is  no  mention  of  spices  or  any  anointing  of 
the  body,  and  the  statement  that  the  women  provide  for  this  is 
not  made  in  this  Gospel.  According  to  the  writer,  the  burial  is 
complete,  and  the  sepulchre  finally  closed.  Mary  Magdalene 
and  the  other  Mary  come  merely  "  to  behold  the  sepulchre "  at 
the  end  of  the  Sabbath.s  The  fourth  Evangelist  apparently  does 
not  know  anything  of  the  sepulchre  being  Joseph's  own  tomb,  and 
the  body  is,  according  to  him,  although  fully  embalmed,  only  laid 
in  the  sepulchre  in  the  garden  on  account  of  the  Sabbath  and 
because  it  was  at  hand.  We  shall  refer  to  this  point,  which  must 
be  noted,  further  on. 

There  are  very  striking  differences  between  these  two  accounts, 
but  the  narratives  of  the  second  and  third  Synoptists  are  still  more 
emphatically  contradictory  of  both.  In  Mark^  we  are  told  that 
Joseph  "  brought  linen,  and  took  him  down  and  wrapped  him  in 

*  John  iii.  i.  '  /*.,  iii.  r,  vii.  50. 

3  lb. ,  xix.  ^9-42.  ♦  Matt,  xxvii.  59  f. 

5  Ib.y  xxviii.  I.  ^  Mark  xv.  46. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE  EMBALMMENT  825 


the  linen,  and  laid  him  in  a  sepulchre  which  had  been  hewn  out 
of  a  rock,  and  rolled  a  stone  against  the  door  of  the  sepulchre." 
There  is  no  mention  here  of  any  embalming  performed  by  Joseph 
or  Nicodemus,  nor  are  any  particulars  given  as  to  the  ownership 
of  the  sepulchre,  or  the  reasons  for  its  selection.  We  are,  how- 
ever, told':  "And  when  the  Sabbath  was  past,  Mary  Magdalene 
and  Mary  the  mother  of  James,  and  Salome,  bought  spices  that 
they  might  come  and  anoint  him."  It  is  distinctly  stated  in 
connection  with  the  entombment,  moreover,  in  agreement  with 
the  first  S3nioptic':  "And  Mary  Magdalene  and  Mary  the  mother 
of  Joses  beheld  where  he  was  laid."3  According  to  this  account 
and  that  of  the  first  Gospel,  the  women,  having  remained  to  the 
last  and  seen  the  body  deposited  in  the  sepulchre,  knew  so  little 
of  its  having  been  embalmed  by  Joseph  and  Nicodemus  that  they 
actually  purchase  the  spices  and  come  to  perform  that  office 
themselves. 

In  Luke  the  statement  is  still  more  specific,  in  agreement  with 
Mark,  and  in  contradiction  to  the  fourth  Gospel.  Joseph  took 
down  the  body  "  and  wrapped  it  in  linen,  and  laid  it  in  a  sepulchre 

that  was  hewn  in  stone,  wherein  never  man  before  was  laid 

And  women  who  had  come  with  him  out  of  Galilee  followed  after, 
and  beheld  the  sepulchre  and  how  his  body  was  laid.  And  they 
returned  and  prepared  spices  and  ointments."  Upon  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  the  author  adds,  **  they  came  unto  the  sepulchre 
bringing  the  spices  which  they  had  prepared."* 

Which  of  these  accounts  are  we  to  believe  ?  According  to  the 
first  Gospel,  there  is  no  embalmment  at  all;  according  to  the  second 
and  third  Gospels,  the  embalmment  is  undertaken  by  the  women, 
and  not  by  Joseph  and  Nicodemus,  but  is  never  carried  out ; 
according  to  the  fourth  Gospel,  the  embalmment  is  completed  on 
Friday  evening  by  Joseph  and  Nicodemus,  and  not  by  the  women. 
According  to  the  first  Gospel,  the  burial  is  completed  on  Friday 
evening  ;  according  to  the  second  and  third,  it  is  only  provisional ; 
and  according  to  the  fourth,  the  embalmment  is  final,  but  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  entombment  is  final  or  temporary  ;  several 
critics  consider  it  to  have  been  only  provisional.  In  Mark  the 
women  buy  the  spices  "  when  the  Sabbath  was  past "  {^taytvofikvov 
Tov  (raf3f3dTov)  ;s  in  Luke  before  it  has  begun  ,*^  and  in 
Matthew  and  John  they  do  not  buy  them  at  all.  In  the  first  and 
fourth  Gospels  the  women  come  after  the  Sabbath  merely  to 
behold  the  sepulchre,7  and  in  the  second  and  third  they  bring  the 

'  Mark  xvi.  i.  "  Matt,  xxvii.  61. 

3  Mark  xv.  47.  ■♦  Luke  xxiii.  53  f.,  xxiv.  I. 

5  Mark  xvi.  i.  ^  Luke  xxiii.  35. 

7  Matt,  xxviii.  i  ;  John  xx.  i. 
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spices  to  complete  the  burial.  Amid  these  conflicting  statements 
we  may  suggest  one  consideration.  It  is  not  probable,  in  a  hot 
climate,  that  a  wounded  body,  hastily  laid  in  a  sepulchre  on 
Friday  evening  before  six  o'clock,  would  be  disturbed  again  cm 
Sunday  morning  for  the  purpose  of  being  anointed  and  embalmed. 
Corruption  would,  under  the  circumstances,  already  have  com- 
menced. Besides,  as  Keim'  has  pointed  out,  the  last  duties  to  the 
dead  were  not  forbidden  amongst  the  Jews  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
there  is  really  no  reason  why  any  care  for  the  body  of  the  Master 
which  reverence  or  affection  might  have  dictated  should  not  at 
once  have  been  bestowed. 

The  enormous  amount  of  myrrh  and  aloes — "  about  a  hundred 
pound  weight "  (<us  Xlrpas  €KaT6v) — brought  by  Nicodemus  has 
excited  much  discussion,  and  adds  to  the  extreme  improbability 
of  the  story  related  by  the  fourth  Evangelist.  To  whatever  weight 
the  litra  may  be  reduced,  the  quantity  specified  is  very  great ;  and 
it  is  a  question  whether  the  body  thus  enveloped  "  as  the  manner 
of  the  Jews  is  to  bury  "  could  have  entered  the  sepulchre.  The 
practice  of  embalming  the  dead,  although  well  known  amongst 
the  Jews,  and  invariable  in  the  case  of  kings  and  noble  or  very 
wealthy  persons,  was  by  no  means  generally  prevalent  In  the 
burial  of  Gamaliel  the  elder,  chief  of  the  party  of  the  Pharisees, 
it  is  stated  that  over  eighty  pounds  of  balsam  were  burnt  in  his 
honour  by  the  proselyte  Onkelos ;  but  this  quantity,  which  was 
considered  very  remarkable,  is  totally  eclipsed  by  the  provision  of 
Nicodemus. 

The  key  to  the  whole  of  this  history  of  the  burial  of  Jesus,  how- 
ever, is  to  be  found  in  the  celebrated  chapter  liii.  of  "  Isaiah."  We 
have  already,  in  passing,  pointed  out  that,  in  the  third  Gospel 
(xxii.  37),  Jesus  is  represented  as  saying  :  "  For  I  say  unto  you, 
that  this  which  is  written  must  be  accomplished  in  me :  And  he 
was  reckoned  among  transgressors."  The  same  quotation  from 
Is.  liii.  12  is  likewise  interpolated  in  Mark  xv.  28.  Now  the  whole 
representation  of  the  burial  and  embalmment  of  Jesus  is  evidently 
based  upon  the  same  chapter,  and  more  especially  upon  verse  9, 
which  is  wrongly  rendered  both  in  the  Authorised  Version  and  in 
the  Septuagint,  in  the  latter  of  which  the  passage  reads  :  "  I  will 
give  the  wicked  for  his  grave  and  the  rich  for  his  death."'  The 
Evangelists,  taking  this  to  be  the  sense  of  the  passage,  which  they 
suppose  to  be  a  Messianic  prophecy,  have  represented  the  death 
of  Jesus  as  being  with  the  wicked,  crucified  as  he  is  between  two 
robbers ;  and  through  Joseph  of  Arimathaea,  significantly  called 

*  Schabbath  151.  i  ;  Keim,  Jesu  von  Nazara^  iii.  522,  anm.  I. 
^  Ka/  6di(r<a  rodt  Tonipobt  iyrl  T?jt  Tatprjt  airodf  Kal  rods  rXovciovt  dmi  rov 
daydrov  a^o0.     Is.  liii.  9. 
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"a  rich  man"  (avOpwro^  vkova-ios)  by  the  first  Synoptist, 
especially  according  to  the  fourth  Evangelist  by  his  addition  of  the 
counsellor  Nicodemus  and  his  hundred  pounds  weight  of  mingled 
myrrh  and  aloes,  as  being  "  with  the  rich  in  his  death."  Unfortu- 
nately, the  passage  in  the  "  prophecy  "  does  not  mean  what  the 
Evangelists  have  been  led  to  understand,  and  the  ablest  Hebrew 
scholars  and  critics  are  now  agreed  that  both  phrases  quoted  refer, 
in  true  Hebre^v  manner,  to  one  representation,  and  that  the  word 
above  translated  "  rich  "  is  not  used  in  a  favourable  sense,  but  that 
the  passage  must  be  rendered :  **  And  they  made  his  grave  with 
the  wicked  and  his  sepulchre  with  the  evil-doers,"  or  words  to  that 
effect.  Without  going  minutely  into  the  details  of  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  the  "  servant  of  Jehovah "  in  this  writing  of  the  Old 
Testament,  we  may  add  that  upon  one  point  at  least  the  great 
majority  of  critics  are  of  one  accord  :  that  Is.  liii.  and  other 
passages  of  "  Isaiah  "  describing  the  sufferings  of  the  "  Servant 
of  Jehovah"  have  no  reference  to  the  Messiah.  As  we  have 
touched  upon  this  subject,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  add  that 
Psalms  xxii.  and  Ixix.,  which  are  so  frequently  quoted  in  con- 
nection with  the  passion,  and  represented  by  New  Testament  and 
other  early  writers  as  Messianic,  are  determined,  by  sounder 
principles  of  criticism  applied  to  them  in  modem  times,  not  to 
refer  to  the  Messiah  at  all 

We  now  come  to  a  remarkable  episode,  which  is  peculiar  to  the 
first  Synoptic  and  strangely  ignored  by  all  the  other  Gospels.  It 
is  stated  that  the  next  day — that  is  to  say,  on  the  Sabbath — 
the  chief  priests  and  the  Pharisees  came  together  to  Pilate,  saying : 
"  Sir,  we  remember  that  that  deceiver  said  while  he  was  yet  alive  : 
After  three  days  I  am  raised  (Mcra  t/kis  rifj^pas  €y€[pofmt). 
Command,  therefore,  that  the  sepulchre  be  made  sure  until  the 
third  day,  lest  his  disciples  come  and  steal  him  away  and  say  unto 
the  people :  He  is  risen  from  the  dead  :  so  the  last  error  shall  be 
worse  than  the  first.  Pilate  said  unto  them  :  Ye  have  a  guard 
("ExcTc  Kov(maSlav) :  go,  make  it  as  sure  as  ye  can.  So  they 
went  and  made  the  sepulchre  sure,  sealing  the  stone,  with  the 
guard."'  Not  only  do  the  other  Evangelists  pass  over  this  strange 
proceeding  in  total  silence,  but  their  narratives,  or  at  least  those  of 
the  second  and  third  Synoptists,  exclude  it.  The  women  came 
with  "their  spices  to  embalm  the  body,  in  total  ignorance  of  there 
being  any  guard  to  interfere  with  their  performance  of  that  last  sad 
office  for  the  Master.  We  are  asked  to  believe  that  the  chief 
priests  and  the  Pharisees  actually  desecrated  the  Sabbath  by  seal- 
ing the  stone,  and  visited  the  house  of  the  heathen  Pilate  on  so 
holy  a  day,  for  the  purpose  of  asking  for  the  guard.*    These 

'  Matt  3cxvii.  62-66.  "  Cf.  John  xviii.  28,  xix.  31. 
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priests  are  said  to  have  remembered  and  understood  a  prophecy  of 
Jesus  regarding  his  resurrection,  of  which  his  disciples  are  repre- 
sented to  be  in  ignorance.'  The  remark  about  "the  last  error," 
moreover,  is  very  suspicious.  The  ready  acquiescence  of  Pilate  is 
quite  incredible.*  That  he  should  employ  Roman  soldiers  to 
watch  the  sepulchre  of  a  man  who  had  been  crucified  cannot  be 
entertained  ;  and  his  friendly,  "  Go,  make  it  as  sure  as  ye  can,"  is 
not  in  the  spirit  of  Pilate.  It  is  conceivable  that  to  satisfy  their 
clamour  he  may,  without  much  difficulty,  have  consented  to  crucify 
a  Jew,  more  especially  as  his  crime  was  of  a  political  character 
represented  as  in  some  degree  affecting  the  Roman  power ;  but, 
once  crucified,  it  is  not  in  the  slightest  degree  likely  that  Pilate 
would  care  what  became  of  his  body,  and  still  less  that  he  would 
employ  Roman  soldiers  to  mount  guard  over  it. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  dispose  finally  of  this  episode,  so  we  at 
once  proceed  to  its  conclusion.  When  the  resurrection  takes 
place,  it  is  stated  that  some  of  the  guard  went  into  the  city,  and, 
instead  of  making  their  report  to  Pilate,  as  might  have  been 
expected,  told  the  chief  priests  all  that  had  occurred.  A  council 
is  held,  and  the  soldiers  are  largely  bribed,  and  instructed :  "  Say 
that  his  disciples  came  by  night  and  stole  him  while  we  slept. 
And  if  this  come  to  the  governor's  ears  we  will  persuade  him  and 
make  you  free  from  care.  So  they  took  the  money  and  did  as 
they  were  taught."3  Nothing  could  be  more  simple  than  the 
construction  of  the  story,  which  follows  the  usual  broad  lines  of 
legend.  The  idea  of  Roman  soldiers  confessing  that  they  slept 
whilst  on  watch,  and  allowed  that  to  occur  which  they  were  there 
to  prevent !  and  this  to  oblige  the  chief  priests  and  elders,  at  the 
risk  of  their  lives  !  Then,  are  we  to  suppose  that  the  chief  priests 
and  council  believed  this  story  of  the  earthquake  and  angel,  and 
yet  acted  in  this  way?  and  if  they  did  not  believe  it,  would  not 
the  very  story  itself  have  led  to  the  punishment  of  the  men,  and 
to  the  confirmation  of  the  report  they  desired  to  spread,  that  the 
disciples  had  stolen  the  body?  The  large  bribe  seems  to  have 
been  very  ineffectual,  since  the  Christian  historian  is  able  to 
report  precisely  what  the  chief  priests  and  elders  instruct  them 
to  say.*     Is  it  not  palpable  that  the  whole  story  is  legendary? 

»  Cf.  John  XX.  9. 

'  It  has  been  argued  that  Pilate  does  not  give  a  Roman  guard,  but  merely 
pennils  the  chief  priests  to  make  use  of  their  own  guard.  This,  however,  is 
opposed  to  the  whole  tenour  of  the  story,  and  the  suggestion  is  generally 
rejected.  TertuUian  says :  **  Tunc  Judai  detrcutum  et  sepuichro  conditum 
ffiagna  etiam  militaris  custodia  diligentia  circumsederunt^''  {Apol,^  §  21). 

3  Matt,  xxviii.  II-15. 

**  Olshausen,  to  obviate  the  difliculty  of  supposing  that  the  Sanhedrin  did 
all  this,  supposes  that  Caiaphas  the  high  priest  may  have  been  the  principal 
agent  (Bibi.  Cornm,^  ii.  2,  p.  190  f.). 
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If  it  be  so,  and  we  think  this  cannot  be  doubted,  a  conclusion 
which  the  total  silence  of  the  other  Gospels  seems  to  confirm, 
very  suggestive  consequences  may  be  deduced  from  it  The 
first  Synoptist,  referring  to  the  false  report  which  the  Sanhedrin 
instruct  the  soldiers  to  make,  says :  "  And  this  saying  was 
spread  among  the  Jews  unto  this  day."'  The  probable  origin 
of  the  legend  may  have  been  an  objection  to  the  Christian 
aflfirmation  of  the  resurrection  to  the  above  effect ;  but  it  is 
instructive  to  find  that  Christian  tradition  was  equal  to  the 
occasion,  and  invented  a  story  to  refute  it.  It  is  the  tendency  to 
this  very  system  of  defence  and  confirmation,  everywhere  apparent, 
which  renders  early  Christian  tradition  so  mythical  and  untrust- 
worthy. 

We  now  enter  upon  the  narrative  of  the  Resurrection  itself. 
The  first  Synoptist  relates  that  Mary  Magdalene  and  the  other 
Mary  came  to  behold  the  sepulchre  "  at  the  close  of  the  Sabbath, 
as  it  began  to  dawn  into  the  first  day  of  the  week  "  ('0^€  8k  o-ajS- 
fidrtav,  TQ  hrt,<f><ixrKov(rQ  cis  fuav  (raj8)8aT(uv),'  that  is  to  say,  shortly 
after  six  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  the  end  of  the 
Sabbath,  the  dawn  of  the  next  day  being  marked  by  the  glimmer 
of  more  than  one  star  in  the  heavens.  The  second  Synoptic 
represents  that,  "  when  the  Sabbath  was  past,"  Mary  Magdalene, 
and  Mary  the  mother  of  James,  and  Salome  bought  spices,  and 
that  they  came  to  the  sepulchre  "  very  early  on  the  first  day  of  the 
week   after   the   rising   of  the   sun"    (^cai    klav  vprn    -njs  fttas 

frappdriav dvarctXai/ros    rov    rfklov),^      The    third   Synoptist 

states  that  the  women  who  came  with  Jesus  from  Galilee  came  to 
the  sepulchre,  but  he  subsequently  more  definitely  names  them  : 
**  Mary  Magdalene,  and  Joanna,  and  Mary  the  mother  of  James, 
and  the  other  women  with  them  "* — a  larger  number  of  women — 
and  they  came  "  upon  the  first  day  of  the  week  at  early  dawn  " 
(T^  §€  ftt^  T<av  a-appdrijiv  opOpov  fSadetas),  The  fourth  Evangelist 
represents  that  Mary  Magdalene  onlys  came  to  the  sepulchre, 
on  the   first  day  of  the  week,    "early,  while  it  was  yet   dark" 

The  first  Evangelist  indubitably  makes  the  hour  at  which  the 
women  come  to  the  sepulchre  different  and  much  earlier  than  the 
others,  and  at  the  same  time  he  represents  them  as  witnessing 
the  actual  removal  of  the  stone,  which,  in  the  other  three  Gospels, 
the  women  already  find  rolled  away  from  the  mouth  of  the  sepulchre.7 
It  will,  therefore,  be  interesting  to  follow  the  first  Synoptic.     It  is 

'  Matt,  xxviii.  15.  '  /^.,  xxviii.  i. 

3  Mark  xvi.  2.  *  Luke  xxiii.  55,  xxiv.  i,  la 

s  It  is  argued  from  the  otdafiey  of  xx.  2  that  there  were  others  with  her, 
although  they  are  not  named. 

^  John  XX.  I.  7  Mark  xvL  4  ;  Luke  xxiv.  2  ;  John  xx.  I. 
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here  stated :  2.  "  And  behold  there  was  a  great  earthquake 
((TCMT/ibs) :  for  an  angel  of  the  Lord  descended  from  heaven 
and  came  and  rolled  away  the  stone  and  sat  upon  it  3.  His 
appearance  was  like  lightning,  and  his  raiment  white  as  snow.  4. 
And  for  fear  of  him  the  keepers  did  shake  and  became  as  dead 
men.  5.  And  the  angel  answered  and  said  unto  the  women  :  Fear 
ye  not,  for  I  know  that  ye  seek  Jesus,  who  hath  been  crucified. 
6.  He  is  not  here :  for  he  was  raised  {i^y€p6r)  ydpY  as  he  said : 
Come,  see  the  place  where  he  lay.  7.  And  go  quickly,  and  tell 
his  disciples  that  he  was  raised  (^y^pOrj)  from  the  dead,  and 
behold  he  goeth  before  you  into  Galilee  :  there  shall  ye  see  him  : 
behold,  I  have  told  you.  8.  And  they  departed  quickly  from  the 
sepulchre  with  fear  and  great  joy ;  and  ran  to  tell  his  disciples.*^ 
We  have  here  in  the  first  place  another  earthquake,  and  apparently, 
on  the  theory  of  the  course  of  cosmical  phenomena  held  during  the 
"  Age  of  Miracles,"  produced  by  the  angel  who  descended  to  roll 
away  the  stone  from  the  sepulchre.  This  earthquake,  like  the 
others  recorded  in  the  first  Synoptic,  appears  to  be  quite  unknown 
to  the  other  Evangelists,  and  no  trace  of  it  has  been  pointed  out  in 
other  writings.  With  the  appearance  of  the  angel  we  obviously 
arrive  upon  thoroughly  unhistorical  ground.  Can  we  believe, 
because  this  unknown  writer  tells  us  so,  that  "  an  angel,"'  causing 
an  earthquake,  actually  descended  and  took  such  a  part  in  this 
transaction  ?  Upon  the  very  commonest  principles  of  evidence, 
the  reply  must  be  an  emphatic  negative.  Every  fact  of  science, 
every  lesson  of  experience,  excludes  such  an  assumption  ;  and  we 
may  add  that  the  character  of  the  author,  with  which  we  are  now 
better  acquainted,  as  well  as  the  course  of  the  narrative  itself, 
confirms  the  justice  of  such  a  conclusion.  If  the  introduction  of 
the  angel  be  legendary,  must  not  also  his  words  be  so  ? 

Proceeding  to  examine  the  narrative  as  it  stands,  we  must 
point  out  a  circumstance  which  may  appropriately  be  men- 
tioned here,  and  which  is  well  worthy  of  attention.  The  women 
and  the  guard  are  present  when  the  stone  is  rolled  away  from  the 
sepulchre,  but  they  do  not  witness  the  actual  Resurrection.  It  is 
natural  to  suppose  that,  when  the  stone  was  removed,  Jesus,  who, 
it  is  asserted,  rises  with  his  body  from  the  dead,  would  have  come 
forth  from  the  sepulchre  :  but  not  so ;  the  angel  only  says  (verse  6): 
"  He  is  not  here,  for  he  was  raised  (vy^pOrj  yap) ";  and  he  merely 
invites  the  women  to  see  the  place  where  he  lay.  The  actual 
resurrection  is  spoken  of  as  a  thing  which  had  taken  place  before, 

'  Matt,  xxviii.  2. 

'  Compare  his  description  with  Dan.  x.  6.  It  is  worthy  of  consideration 
also  that  when  Daniel  is  cast  into  the  den  of  lions  a  stone  is  rolled  upon  the 
mouth  of  the  den,  and  sealed  with  the  signet  of  the  king  and  his  lords  (vi  17). 
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and,  in  any  case,  it  was  not  witnessed  by  anyone.  In  the  other 
Gospels  the  resurrection  has  already  occurred  before  anyone 
arrives  at  the  sepulchre;  and  the  remarkable  fact  is,  therefore, 
absolutely  undeniable  that  there  was  not,  and  that  it  is  not  even 
pretended  that  there  was,  a  single  eye-witness  of  the  actual  Resur- 
rection. The  empty  grave,  coupled  with  the  supposed  subsequent 
appearances  of  Jesus,  is  the  only  evidence  of  the  Resurrection. 
We  shall  not,  however,  pursue  this  further  at  present.  The 
removal  of  the  stone  is  not  followed  by  any  visible  result.  The 
inmate  of  the  sepulchre  is  not  observed  to  issue  from  it,  and  yet 
he  is  not  there.  May  we  not  ask  what  was  the  use,  in  this  narra- 
tive, of  the  removal  of  the  stone  at  all  ?  As  no  one  apparently 
came  forth,  the  only  purpose  seems  to  have  been  to  permit  those 
from  without  to  enter  and  see  that  the  sepulchre  was  empty. 

Another  remarkable  point  is  that  the  angel  desires  the  women 
to  go  quickly  and  inform  the  disciples,  "  he  goeth  before  you  into 
Galilee ;  there  shall  ye  see  him."  One  is  tempted  to  inquire  why, 
as  he  rose  from  the  dead  in  Jerusalem,  and,  in  spite  of  previous 
statements,  the  disciples  are  represented  as  being  there  also,^ 
Jesus  did  not  appear  to  them  in  the  Holy  City,  instead  of  sending 
them  some  three  days'  journey  off  to  Galilee.  At  the  same  time, 
Jesus  is  represented  by  the  first  two  Synoptics  as  saying  at  the 
Last  Supper,  when  warning  the  disciples  that  they  will  all  be 
offended  at  him  that  night  and  be  scattered :  "  But  after  I  shall 
have  been  raised  I  will  go  before  you  into  Galilee."^  At  present 
we  have  only  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  angel  gives  the 
order.  With  much  surprise,  therefore,  we  immediately  after 
read  that,  as  the  women  departed  quickly  to  tell  the  disciples 
in  obedience  to  the  angeFs  message  (verse  9) :  "  Behold  Jesus 
■  met  them,  saying,  Hail.  And  they  came  up  to  him  and  laid  hold 
of  his  feet,  and  worshipped  him.  10.  Then  saith  Jesus  unto 
them  :  Be  not  afraid ;  go,  tell  my  brethren  that  they  depart  into 
Galilee,  and  there  they  shall  see  me."3  Wliat  was  the  use  of  the 
angers  message,  since  Jesus  himself  immediately  after  appears  and 
delivers  the  very  same  instructions  in  person  ?  This  sudden  and 
apparently  unnecessary  appearance  has  all  the  character  of  an 
afterthought.  One  point  is  very  clear:  that  the  order  to  go  into 
Galilee  and  the  statement  that  there  first  Jesus  is  to  appear  to  the 
disciples  are  unmistakable,  repeated  and  peremptory. 

We  must  now  turn  to  the  second  Gospel.  The  women  going 
to  the  sepulchre  with  spices  that  they  might  anoint  the  body 
of  Jesus — which,  according  to  the  fourth  Gospel,  had  already 
been  fully  embalmed,  and,  in  any  case,  had  lain  in  the  sepulchre 

*  Luke  xxiv.  33  ;  John  xx.  18  f.  '  Matt.  xxvi.  32 ;  Mark  xiv.  28. 

3  Ib,^  xxviii.  9,  10. 
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since  the  Friday  evening — are  represented  as  saying  amongst 
themselves :  "  Who  will  roll  us  away  the  stone  from  the  door 
of  the  sepulchre?"'  This  is  a  curious  dramatic  speculation,  but 
very  suspicious.  These  women  are  apparently  not  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  Joseph  of  Arimathaea  to  be  aware  that,  as  the 
fourth  Gospel  asserts,  the  body  had  already  been  embalmed,  and 
yet  they  actually  contemplate  rolling  the  stone  away  from  the 
mouth  of  the  sepulchre  which  was  his  property.^  Keim  has 
pointed  out  that  it  was  a  general  rules  that,  after  a  sepulchre  had 
been  closed  in  the  way  described,  it  should  not  again  be  opened. 
Generally,  the  stone  was  not  placed  against  the  opening  of  the 
sepulchre  till  the  third  day,  when  corruption  had  already 
commenced ;  but  here  the  sepulchre  is  stated  by  all  the  Gospels 
to  have  been  closed  on  the  first  day,  and  the  unhesitating 
intention  of  the  women  to  remove  the  stone  is  not  a  happy 
touch  on  the  part  of  the  second  Synoptist.  They  find  the  stone 
already  rolled  away.*  Verse  5  :  "  And  entering  into  the  sepulchre, 
they  saw  a  young  man  sitting  on  the  right  side,  clothed  in  a  long 
white  garment ;  and  they  were  affrighted.  6.  And  he  saith  unto 
them :  Be  not  affrighted :  Ye  seek  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the 
crucified  ;  he  was  raised  {^y^pOrj) ;  he  is  not  here ;  behold  the 
place  where  they  laid  him.  7.  But  go,  tell  his  disciples  and 
Peter  that  he  goeth  before  you  unto  Galilee ;  there  shall  ye  see 
him,  as  he  said  unto  you.  8.  And  they  went  out  and  fied  from 
the  sepulchre :  for  trembling  and  astonishment  seized  them, 
and  they  said  nothing  to  anyone ;  for  they  were  afraid."5  In 
Matthew  the  angel  rolls  away  the  stone  from  the  sepulchre  and 
sits  upon  it,  and  the  women  only  enter  to  see  where  Jesus  lay, 
upon  his  invitation.  Here,  they  go  in  at  once,  and  see  the  angel 
("a  young  man ")  sitting  at  the  right  side,  and  are  affrighted.  He* 
re-assures  them,  and,  as  in  the  other  narrative,  says,  "  he  was 
raised."  He  gives  them  the  same  message  to  his  disciples 
and  to  Peter,  who  is  specially  named ;  and  the  second  Synoptic 
thus  fully  confirms  the  first  in  representing  Galilee  as  the  place 
where  Jesus  is  to  be  seen  by  them.  It  is  curious  that  the  women 
should  say  nothing  to  anyone  about  this  wonderful  event,  and  in 
this  the  statements  of  the  other  Gospels  are  certainly  not  borne 
out.  There  is  one  remarkable  point  to  be  noticed,  that, 
according  to  the  second  Synoptist  Jilso,  not  only  is  there  no  eye- 
witness of  the  Resurrection,  but  the  only  evidence  of  that 
marvellous  occurrence  which  it  contains  is  the  information  of  the 

'  Mark  xvi.  3.     '  KAimtJesuv.  Nazara^  iii.,  p.  522,      3  /<5.,  iii.  522,  anm.  i. 

*  Mark  xvi.  4.  The  continuation,  "for  it  was  very  great"  (^i'  yLp  fUyas 
ff<l>68pa),  is  peculiar,  but  of  course  intended  to  represent  the  difficulty  of  its 
removal. 

s  Mark  xvi.  5. 
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"young  man."  There  is  no  appearance  of  Jesus  to  anyone 
narrated,  and  it  would  seem  as  though  the  appearance  described 
in  Matt,  xxviii.  9  f.  is  excluded.  It  is  well  known  that  Mark  xvi. 
9--20  did  not  form  part  of  the  original  Gospel,  and  is  inauthentic. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  argue  a  point  so  generally  admitted.  The 
verses  now  appended  to  the  Gospel  are  by  a  different  author, 
and  are  of  no  value  as  evidence.  We,  therefore,  exclude  them 
from  consideration. 

In  Luke,  as  in  the  second  Synoptic,  the  women  find  the  stone 
removed,  and  here  it  is  distinctly  stated  that  "  on  entering  in  they 
found  not  the  body  of  the  Lx>rd  Jesus.  4.  And  it  came  to  pass  as 
they  were  perplexed  thereabout,  behold  two  men  stood  by  them  in 
shining  garments ;  5.  And  as  they  were  afraid,  and  bowed  their 
faces  to  the  earth,  they  said  unto  them  :  Why  seek  ye  the  living 
among  the  dead  ?  6.  He  is  not  here,  but  was  raised  (vy^P^)  y 
remember  how  he  spake  unto  you  when  he  was  yet  in  Galilee ; 

7.  saying,  that  the  Son  of  Man  must  be  delivered  up  into  the 
hands  of  sinful  men,  and  be  crucified  and  the  third  day  rise  again. 

8.  And  they  remembered  his  words,  9.  and  returned  from  the 
sepulchre,  and  told  all  these  things  unto  the  eleven  and  to  all  the 

rest II.  And  these  words  appeared  to  them  as  an  idle  tale,  and 

they  believed  them  not."'  The  author  of  the  third  Gospel  is  not 
content  with  one  angel,  like  the  first  two  Synoptists,  but  introduces 
"two  men  in  shining  garments,"  who  seem  suddenly  to  stand 
beside  the  women,  and,  instead  of  re-assuring  them,  as  in  the 
former  narratives,  rather  adopt  a  tone  of  reproof  (verse  5).  They 
inform  the  women  that  "  Jesus  was  raised  ";  and  here  again  not 
only  has  no  one  been  an  eye-witness  of  the  resurrection,  but  the 
women  only  hear  of  it  from  the  angels.  There  is  one  striking 
peculiarity  in  the  above  account.  There  is  no  mention  of 
Jesus  going  before  his  disciples  into  Galilee  to  be  seen  of  them, 
nor  indeed  of  his  being  seen  at  all ;  but  "  Galilee  "  is  introduced 
by  way  of  a  reminiscence.  Instead  of  the  future,  the  third 
Synoptist  substitutes  the  past,  and,  as  might  be  expected,  he  gives 
no  hint  of  any  appearances  of  Jesus  to  the  disciples  beyond  the 
neighbourhood  of  Jerusalem.  When  the  women  tell  the  disciples 
what  they  have  seen  and  heard,  they  do  not  believe  them.  The 
thief  on  the  cross,  according  to  the  writer,  was  more  advanced  in 
his  faith  and  knowledge  than  the  Apostles.  Setting  aside  Matt, 
xxviii.  9,  10,  we  have  hitherto  no  other  affirmation  of  the  Resurrec- 
tion thaii  the  statement  that  the  sepulchre  was  found  empty, 
and  the  angels  announced  that  Jesus  was  raised  from  the 
dead. 


'  Lake  xxiv.  3-9,  11.     It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  verse  12  is  a  later  inter- 
polation. 

3H 
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The  account  of  the  fourth  Evangelist  differs  completely  from 
the  narratives  of  all  the  Synoptists.  According  to  him,  Mary 
Magdalene  alone  comes  to  the  sepulchre  and  sees  the  stone  taken 
away.  She,  therefore,  runs  and  comes  to  Simon  Peter  and  to  "the 
other  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved,"  saying  :  "  They  took  {^po>v) 
the  Lord  out  of  the  sepulchre,  and  we  know  not  (ovk  oiSafi€vy 
where  they  laid  (iOrjKav)  him.  3.  Peter,  therefore,  went  forth  and 
the  other  disciple,  and  came  to  the  sepulchre,  4.  And  the  two 
ran  together ;  and  the  other  disciple  outran  Peter  and  came  first  to 
the  sepulchre ;  5.  and  stooping  down,  looking  in,  he  seeth  the 
linen  clothes  lying ;  yet  went  he  not  in.  6.  Then  cometh  Simon 
Peter  following  him  and  wept  into  the  sepulchre  and  beholdeth 
the  linen  clothes  lying,  7.  and  the  napkin  that  was  on  his  head, 
not  lying  with  the  linen  clothes,  but  wrapped  in  one  place  by 
itself.  8.  Then  went  in,  therefore,  the  other  disciple  also,  who 
came  first  to  the  sepulchre,  and  he  saw  and  believed.  9.  For  as 
yet  they  knew  not  the  Scriptures,  that  he  must  rise  again  from  the 
dead.  10.  So  the  disciples  went  away  to  their  own  homes."* 
Critics  have  long  ago  pointed  out  the  careful  way  in  which  the 
actions  of  "  the  beloved  disciple  "  and  Peter  are  balanced  in  this 
narrative.  If  the  "  other  disciple  "  outstrips  Peter,  and  first  looks 
into  the  sepulchre,  Peter  first  actually  enters;  and  if  Peter  first  sees 
the  careful  arrangement  of  the  linen  clothes,  the  other  sees  and 
believes.  The  evident  care  with  which  the  writer  metes  out 
a  share  to  each  disciple  in  this  visit  to  the  sepulchre,  of  which 
the  S>'noptics  seem  totally  ignorant,  is  very  suggestive  of  artistic 
arrangement,  and  the  careful  details  regarding  the  folding  and 
position  of  the  linen  clothes,  which  has  furnished  so  much 
matter  for  apologetic  reasoning,  seems  to  us  to  savour  more  of 
studied  composition  than  natural  observation.  So  very  much  is 
passed  over  in  complete  silence  which  is  of  the  very  highest 
importance,  that  minute  details  like  these,  which  might  wdU  be 
composed  in  the  study,  do  not  produce  so  much  effect  as  some 
critics  think  they  should  do.  There  is  some  ambiguity  as  to  what 
the  disciple  "  believed,"  according  to  verse  8,  when  he  went  into 
the  sepulchre ;  and  some  understand  that  he  simply  believed  what 
Mary  Magdalene  had  told  them  (verse  2),  whilst  others  hold  that 
he  believed  in  the  resurrection,  which,  taken  in  connection  with 
the  following  verse,  seems  undoubtedly  to  be  the  author's  meaning. 
If  the  former  were  the  reading,  it  would  be  too  trifling  a  point  to  be  so 
prominently  mentioned,  and  it  would  not  accord  with  the  contented 

*  From  the  use  of  this  plural,  as  we  have  already  pointed  out,  it  is  argued 
that  there  were  others  with  Mary  who  are  not  named.  This  by  no  means 
follows,  but  if  it  were  the  case  the  peculiarity  of  the  narrative  becomes  all  the 
more  apparent. 

*  John  XX.  2-10. 
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return  home  of  the  disciples.  Accepting  the  latter  sense,  it  is 
instructive  to  observe  the  very  small  amount  of  evidence  with 
which  "  the  beloved  disciple  "  is  content.  He  simply  finds  the 
sepulchre  empty  and  the  linen  clothes  lying,  and  although  no  one 
even  speaks  of  the  resurrection,  no  one  professes  to  have  been  an  eye- 
witness of  it,  and  **as  yet  they  know  not  the  Scriptures,  that  he  must 
rise  again  from  the  dead,"  he  is  nevertheless  said  to  see  and  believe. 

It  will  have  been  observed  that  hitherto,  although  the  two  disciples 
have  both  entered  the  sepulchre,  there  has  been  no  mention 
of  angels :  they  certainly  did  not  see  any.  In  immediate 
continuation  of  the  narrative,  however,  we  learn  that  when  they 
have  gone  home  Mary  Magdalene,  who  was  standing  without  at 
the  tomb  weeping,  stooped  down,  and,  looking  into  the  sepulchre 
— where  just  before  the  disciples  had  seen  no  one — she  beheld 
"  two  angels  in  white  sitting,  one  at  the  head  and  one  at  the  feet, 
where  the  body  of  Jesus  lay.  13.  They  say  unto  her:  Woman, 
why  weepest  thou  ?  She  saith  unto  them :  Because  they  took 
away  {^p<^v)  my  Lord,  and  I  know  not  where  they  laid 
him."*  This,  again,  is  a  very  different  representation  and  con- 
versation from  that  reported  in  the  other  Gospels.  Do  we  acquire 
any  additional  assurance  as  to  the  reality  of  the  angels  and  the 
historical  truth  of  their  intervention  from  this  narrative?  We 
think  not  Mary  Magdalene  repeats  to  the  angels  almost  the  very 
words  she  had  said  to  the  disciples,  verse  2.  Are  we  to  suppose 
that  "  the  beloved  disciple,"  who  saw  and  believed,  did  not  com- 
municate his  conviction  to  the  others,  and  that  Mary  was  left 
precisely  in  the  same  doubt  and  perplexity  as  before,  without  an 
idea  that  anything  had  happened  except  that  the  body  had  been 
taken  away,  and  she  knew  not  where  it  had  been  laid?  She 
appears  to  have  seen  and  spoken  to  the  angels  with  singular  com- 
posure. Their  sudden  appearance  does  not  even  seem  to  have 
surprised  her. 

We  must,  however,  continue  the  narrative,  and  it  is  well  to 
remark  the  maintenance,  at  first,  of  the  tone  of  affected  ignorance, 
as  well  as  the  dramatic  construction  of  the  whole  scene :  Verse 
14.  "  Having  said  this,  she  turned  herself  back  and  beholdeth 
Jesus  standing,  and  knew  not  that  it  was  Jesus.  1 5.  Jesus  saith 
unto  her :  Woman,  why  weepest  thou?  whom  seekest  thou  ?  She, 
supposing  that  it  was  the  gardener,  saith  unto  him  :  Sir,  if  thou 
didst  bear  him  hence,  tell  me  where  thou  didst  lay  him,  and  I 
will  take  him  away.  16.  Jesus  saith  unto  her :  Mary.  She 
turned  herself,  and  saith  unto  him  in  Hebrew :'  Rabboni,  which 

'  John  XX.  12,  13. 

'  This  is  the  reading  of  the  Vatican  and  Sinaitic  Codices,  besides  D  and 
many  other  important  MSS. 
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is  to  say,  Master.  17.  Jesus  saith  unto  her:  Touch  me  not 
fM>v  aiTTov) ;  for  I  have  not  yet  ascended  to  the  Father :  but 
go  to  my  brethren,  and  say  unto  them :  I  ascend  unto  my  Father 
and  your  Father,  and  my  God  and  your  God.  18.  Mary 
Magdalene  cometh  announcing  to  the  disciples  that  she  has 
seen  the  Lord,  and  he  spake  these  things  unto  her."' 

To  those  who  attach  weight  to  these  narratives  and  consider 
them  historical  it  must  appear  astonishing  that  Mary,  who  up  to  the 
very  last  had  been  closely  associated  with  Jesus,  does  not  recognise 
him  when  he  thus  appears  to  her,  but  supposes  him  at  first  to 
be  the  gardener.  As  part  of  the  evidence  of  the  Gospel  such  a 
trait  is  of  much  importance,  and  must  hereafter  be  alluded  to. 
After  a  couple  of  days,  not  know  Jesus  whom  she  had  daily  seen 
for  so  long!  The  interpretation  of  the  reply  of  Jesus,  verse  17, 
"  Touch  me  not,"  etc.,  has  long  been  a  bone  of  contention  among 
critics,  but  it  does  not  sufficiently  affect  the  inquiry  upon  which 
we  are  engaged  to  require  discussion  here.  Only  one  point  may 
be  mentioned  in  passing,  that  if,  as  has  been  supposed  in  connec- 
tion with  Matt,  xxviii.  9,  Jesus  be  understood  to  repel,  as  premature, 
the  worship  of  Mary,  that  very  passage  of  the  first  Gospel,  in  which 
there  is  certainly  no  discouragement  of  worship,  refutes  the  theory. 
We  shall  not  say  more  about  the  construction  of  this  dialogue, 
but  we  may  point  out  that,  as  so  many  unimportant  details  are 
given  throughout  the  narrative,  it  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  the 
scene  terminates  so  abruptly,  and  leaves  so  much  untold  that  it 
would  have  been  of  the  utmost  consequence  for  us  to  know. 
What  became  of  Jesus,  for  instance  ?  Did  he  vanish  suddenly  ? 
or  did  he  bid  Mary  farewell,  and  leave  her  like  one  in  the  flesh  ? 
Did  she  not  inquire  why  he  did  not  join  the  brethren  ?  whither 
he  was  going?  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  tell  us  less  than  the 
writer  has  done;  and  as  it  cannot  be  denied  that  such  minor  points 
as  where  the  linen  clothes  lay,  or  where  Mary  "  turned  herself 
back  "  (verse  14),  or  "  turned  herself"  (verse  16)  merely,  cannot  be 
compared  in  interest  and  importance  to  the  supposed  movements 
and  conduct  of  Jesus  under  such  circumstances,  the  omission  to 
relate  the  end  of  the  interview,  or  more  particular  details  of  it, 
whilst  those  graphic  touches  are  inserted,  is  singularly  instructive. 
It  is  much  more  important  to  notice  that  here  again  there  is  no 
mention  of  Galilee,  nor,  indeed,  of  any  intention  to  show  himself 
to  the  disciples  anywhere,  but  simply  the  intimation  sent  to  them : 
"  I  ascend  unto  my  Father  and  your  Father,"  etc, — ^a  declaration 
which  seems  emphatically  to  exclude  further  "appearances,"  and  to 
limit  the  vision  of  the  risen  Jesus  to  Mary  Magdalene.  Certainly 
this  message  implies  in  the  clearest  way  that  the  Ascension  was 

'  John  XX.  14-18. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE  JOURNEY  TO  EMMAUS  837 


then  to  take  place,  and  the  only  explanation  of  the  abrupt 
termination  of  the  scene  immediately  after  this  is .  said  is,  that,  as 
he  spoke,  Jesus  then  ascended.  The  subsequent  appearances 
related  in  this  Gospel  must,  consequently,  either  be  regarded  as  an 
after-thought  or  as  visions  of  Jesus  after  he  had  ascended.  This 
demands  serious  attention.  We  shall  see  that,  after  sending  this 
message  to  his  disciples,  he  is  represented  as  appearing  to  them  on 
the  evening  of  the  very  same  day. 

According  to  the  third  Synoptic,  the  first  appearance  of  Jesus  to 
anyone  after  the  Resurrection  was  not  to  the  women,  and  not  to 
Mary  Magdalene,  but  to  two  brethren,'  who  were  not  Apostles  at 
all,  the  name  of  one  of  whom,  we  are  told,  was  Cleopas.'  The 
story  of  the  walk  to  Emmaus  is  very  dramatic  and  interesting,  but 
it  is  clearly  legendary.  None  of  the  other  Evangelists  seem  to 
know  anything  of  it.  It  is  difficult  to  suppose  that  Jesus  should, 
after  his  resurrection,  appear  first  of  all  to  two  unknown  Christians 
in  this  manner,  and  accompany  them  in  such  a  journey.  The 
particulars  of  the  story  are  to  the  last  degree  improbable,  and  in 
its  main  features  incredible,  and  it  is  impossible  to  consider 
them  carefully  without  perceiving  the  transparent  inauthenticity  of 
the  narrative.  The  two  disciples  were  going  to  a  village  called 
Emmaus  threescore  furlongs  distant  from  Jerusalem,  and  while 
they  are  conversing  Jesus  joins  them,  "  but  their  eyes  were  holden 
that  they  should  not  know  him.*'  He  asks  the  subject  of  their 
discourse,  and  pretends  ignorance,  which  surprises  them.  Hear- 
ing the  expression  of  their  perplexity  and  depression,  he  says  to 
them  :  25.  "  O  foolish  and  slow  of  heart  to  believe  all  that  the 
prophets  spake.  26.  Was  it  not  necessary  that  the  Christ  should 
suffipr  these  things,  and  enter  into  his  glory  ?  27.  And  beginning 
at  Moses  and  at  all  the  prophets,  he  expounded  unto  them  in  all 
the  Scriptures  the  things  concerning  himself."  When  they  reach 
the  village,  he  pretends  to  be  going  further  (verse  28),  but  they 
constrain  him  to  stay.  30.  "  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  sat  at 
meat  with  them,  he  took  the  bread  and  blessed  and  brake,  and 
gave  to  them  ;  31.  and  their  eyes  were  opened,  and  they  knew 
him,  and  he  vanished  out  of  their  sight."  Now,  why  all  this 
mystery  ?  why  were  their  eyes  holden  that  they  should  not  know 
him  ?  why  pretend  ignorance  ?  why  make  "  as  though  he  would  go 
further'?  Considering  the  nature  and  number  of  the  alleged 
appearances  of  Jesus,  this  episode  seems  most  disproportionate 
and  inexplicable.  The  final  incident  completes  our  conviction  of 
the  unreality  of  the  whole  episode  :  after  the  sacramental  blessing 
and  breaking  of  bread,  Jesus  vanishes  in  a  manner  which  removes 
the    story    from   the  domain  of  history.     On    their    return    to 

»  Luke  xxiv.  13-34.  '  7J.,  verse  18. 
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Jerusalem,  the  Synoptist  adds  that  they  find  the  Eleven,  and  are 
informed  that  "  the  I^rd  was  raised  and  was  seen  by  Simon."  Of 
this  appearance  we  are  not  told  anything  more. 

Whilst  the  two  disciples  from  Emmaus  were  relating  these  things 
to  the  Eleven,  the  third  Synoptist  states  that  Jesus  himself  stood 
in  the  midst  of  them :  verse  37.  "  But  they  were  terrified  and 
affrighted,  and  supposed  that  they  saw  a  spirit."  The  apparent 
intention  is  to  represent  a  miraculous  sudden  entry  of  Jesus  into 
the  midst  of  them,  just  as  he  had  vanished  at  Emmaus ;  but,  in 
order  to  re-assure  them,  Jesus  is  represented  as  saying  :  verse  39. 
"  Behold  my  hands  and  my  feet,  that  it  is  I  myself ;  handle  me 
and  behold,  for  a  spirit  hath  not  flesh  and  bones  as  ye  see  me 
having.  41.  And  while  they  yet  believed  not  for  joy,  and 
wondered,  he  said  unto  them  :  Have  ye  here  any  food  ?  42.  And 
they  gave  him  a  piece  of  a  broiled  fish.'  43.  And  he  took  it  and 
did  eat  before  them."  The  care  with  which  the  writer  demon- 
strates that  Jesus  rose  again  with  his  own  body  is  remarkable,  for 
not  only  does  he  show  his  hands  and  feet,  we  may  suppose  for  the 
purpose  of  exhibiting  the  wounds  made  by  the  nails  by  which  he 
was  affixed  to  the  cross,  but  he  eats,  and  thereby  proves  himself 
to  be  still  possessed  of  his  human  organism.  It  is  apparent 
that  there  is  direct  contradiction  between  this  and  the  repre- 
sentation of  his  vanishing  at  Emmaus,  and  standing  in  the  midst 
of  them  now.  The  Synoptist,  who  is  so  lavish  in  his  use  of 
miraculous  agency,  naturally  sees  no  incongruity  here.  One  or 
other  alternative  must  be  adopted :  If  Jesus  possessed  his  own 
body  after  his  resurrection  and  could  eat  and  be  handled,  he  could 
not  vanish  ;  if  he  vanished,  he  could  not  have  been  thus  corporeal. 
The  aid  of  a  miracle  has  to  be  invoked  in  order  to  reconcile .  the 
representations.  We  need  not  here  criticise  the  address  which  he 
is  supposed  to  make  to  the  disciples,'  but  we  must  call  attention  to 
the  one  point  that  Jesus  (verse  49)  commands  the  disciples  to 
tarry  in  Jerusalem  until  they  be  "clothed  with  power  from  on 
high."  This  completes  the  exclusion  of  all  appearances  in  Galilee, 
for  the  narrative  proceeds  to  say  that  Jesus  led  them  out  towards 
Bethany  and  lifted  up  his  hands  and  blessed  them  :  verse  51. 
"  And  it  came  to  pass,  while  blessing  them,  he  parted  from  them, 
and  was  carried  up  into  heaven";  whilst  they  returned  to 
Jerusalem,  where  they  "  were  continually  in  the  temple  "  praising 
God.     We  shall  return  to  the  Ascension  presently ;  but,  in  the 

'  We  omit  Kal  drb  fX€\i<r<rlov  icqplovy  which  is  not  found  in  the  most  ancient 
codices. 

'  The  statement  in  xxiv.  44,  however,  is  suggestive  as  showing  how  the 
fulfilment  of  the  Prophets  and  Psalms  is  in  the  mind  of  the  wnter.  We 
have  seen  how  much  this  idea  influenced  the  account  of  the  Passion  in  the 
Gospels. 
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meantime,  it  is  well  that  we  should  refer  to  the  accounts  of  the 
other  two  Gospels. 

According  to  the  fourth  Gospel,  on  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
affcer  sending  to  his  disciples  the  message  regarding  his  Ascension, 
which  we  have  discussed,  when  it  was  evening:  xx.  19.  "And 
the  doors  having  been  shut  where  the  disciples  were,  for  fear  of 
the  Jews,  Jesus  came  and  stood  in  the  midst,  and  saith  unto  them: 
Peace  be  unto  you.  20.  And  having  said  this,  he  showed  unto 
them  both  his  hands  and  his  side.  The  disciples,  therefore, 
rejoiced  when  they  saw  the  I^rd.  21.  So  then  he  said  to  them 
again :  Peace  be  unto  you  :  as  the  Father  hath  sent  me,  I  also 
send  you.  22.  And  when  he  said  this,  he  breathed  on  them,  and 
saith  unto  them,  Receive  ye  the  Holy  Spirit :  23.  Whosesoever 
sins  ye  forgive  they  are  forgiven  unto  them ;  whosesoever  ye  retain 
they  are  retained."  This  appearance  of  Jesus  to  the  Eleven  bears 
so  far  analogy  to  that  in  the  third  Gospel,  which  we  have  just 
examined,  that  it  occurs  upon  the  same  day  and  to  the  same 
persons.  Is  it  probable  that  Jesus  appeared  twice  upon  the  same 
evening  to  the  eleven  disciples?  The  account  in  the  fourth 
Gospel  itself  confirms  the  only  reasonable  reply,  that  he  did  not 
do  so  ;  but  the  narrative  in  the  third  Synoptic  renders  the  matter 
certain.  That  appearance  was  the  first  to  the  Eleven  (xxiv.  36  f.), 
and  he  then  conducted  them  towards  Bethany,  and  ascended  into 
heaven  (verse  50  f.).  How,  then,  we  may  inquire,  could  two 
accounts  of  the  same  event  differ  so  fundamentally?  It  is  absolutely 
certain  that  both  cannot  be  true.  Is  it  possible  to  suppose  that 
the  third  Synoptist  could  forget  to  record  the  extraordinary 
powers  supp>osed  to  have  been,  on  this  occasion,  bestowed  upon 
the  ten  Apostles  to  forgive  sins  and  to  retain  them?  Is  it 
conceivable  that  he  would  not  relate  the  circumstance  that  Jesus 
breathed  upon  them,  and  endowed  them  with  the  Holy  Ghost? 
Indeed,  as  regards  the  latter  point,  he  seems  to  exclude  it ;  verse 
49  and  Acts  (ii.)  certainly  represent  the  descent  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  as  taking  place  at  Pentecost.  On  the  other  hand,  can 
we  suppose  that  the  fourth  Evangelist  would  have  ignored  the 
walk  to  Bethany  and  the  solemn  parting  there  ?  or  the  injunction 
to  remain  in  Jerusalem  ?  not  to  mention  other  topics.  The  two 
episodes  cannot  be  reconciled. 

In  the  fourth  Gospel,  instead  of  showing  his  hands  and  feet, 
Jesus  is  represented  as  exhibiting  "  his  hands  and  his  side  ";  and 
that  this  is  not  accidental  is  most  clearly  demonstrated  by  the 
fact  that  Thomas,  who  is  not  present,  refuses  to  believe  (verse  25) 
unless  he  see  and  put  his  finger  into  the  print  of  the  nails  in  his 
hands  and  put  his  hand  into  his  side ;  and  Jesus,  when  he  appears 
jLgain,  allows  him  (verse  27)  to  put  his  finger  into  his  hands  and 
his  harid  into  his  side.     In  the  Synoptic  the  wound  made  by  that 
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mythical  lance  is  ignored,  and,  in  the  fourth  Gospel,  the  wounds 
in  the  feet.   The  omission  of  the  whole  episode  of  the  leg-breaking 
and  lance-thrust  by  the  three  Synoptics  thus  gains  fresh  significance. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  a  question  whether,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  fourth  Evangelist,  the  feet  of  Jesus  were  nailed  to  the  cross 
at  all.     It  was  at  least  as   common,  not  to  say  more,  that  the 
hands  alone  of  those  who   were  crucified  were  nailed  to   the 
cross,  the  legs  being  simply  bound  to  it  by  cords.      Opinion   is 
divided  as  to  whether  Jesus  was  so  bound,  or  whether  the  feet 
were  likewise  nailed;  but  the  point  is  not  important  to   our 
examination  and  need  not  be  discussed,  although  it  has  con- 
siderable interest  in  connection  with  the  theory  that  death  did 
not  actually  ensue  on  the  cross,  but  that,  having  feinted  through 
weakness,  Jesus,  being  taken   down  after  so   unusually  short  a 
time  on  the  cross,  subsequently  recovered.     There  is  no  final 
evidence  upon  the  point. 

None  of  the  explanations  offered  by  Apologists  remove  the 
contradiction  between  the  statement  that  Jesus  bestowed  the 
Holy  Spirit  upon  this  occasion,  and  that  of  the  third  Synoptic  and 
Acts.  There  is,  however,  a  curious  point  to  notice  in  connection 
with  this :  Thomas  is  said  to  have  been  absent  upon  this  occasion, 
and  the  representation,  therefore,  is  that  the  Holy  Spirit  was 
only  bestowed  upon  ten  of  the  Apostles.  Was  Thomas  excluded? 
Was  he  thus  punished  for  his  unbelief?  Are  we  to  suppose  that 
an  opportunity  to  bestow  the  Holy  Spirit  was  selected  when 
one  of  the  Apostles  was  not  present?  We  have  somewhat 
anticipated  the  narrative  (xx.  24  f.),  which  relates  that  upon  the 
occasion  above  discussed,  Thomas,  one  of  the  Twelve,  was  not 
present,  and,  hearing  from  the  rest  that  they  have  seen  the  Lord, 
he  declares  that  he  will  not  believe  without  palpable  proof  by 
touching  his  wounds.  The  Evangelist  continues;  verse  26. 
**  And  after  eight  ds^ys  again  his  disciples  were  within,  and  Thomas 
was  with  them.  Jesus  cometh,  the  doors  having  been  shut  (rtav 
Ovpdv  K€K\€urfi€v<ov),  and  stood  in  the  midst  and  said : 
Peace  be  unto  you.  27.  Then  saith  he  to  Thomas:  Reach  hither 
thy  finger  and  behold  my  hands ;  and  reach  hither  thy  hand  and 
put  it  into  my  side,  and  be  not  unbelieving,  but  believing.  28. 
Thomas  answered  and  said  unto  him  :  My  Lord  and  my  God. 
28.  Jesus  saith  unto  him  :  Because  thou  hast  seen  me,  thou 
hast  believed ;  blessed  are  they  who  have  not  seen,  and  yet  have 
believed." 

The  third  Synoptic  gives  evidence  that  the  risen  Jesus  is  not 
incorporeal  by  stating  that  he  not  only  permitted  himself  to  be 
handled,  but  actually  ate  food  in  their  presence.  The  fourth 
Evangelist  attains  the  same  result  in  a  more  artistic  manner  through 
the  doubts  of  Thomas,  but  in  allowing  him  actually  to  put  his 
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finger  into  the  prints  of  the  nails  in  his  hands,  and  his  hand  into 
the  wound  in  his  side,  he  asserts  that  Jesus  rose  with  the  same 
body  as  that  which  had  hung  on  the  cross.  He,  too,  whilst 
doing  this,  actually  endows  him  with  the  attribute  of  incor- 
poreality ;  for,  upon  both  of  the  occasions  which  we  are  discussing, 
the  statement  is  markedly  made  that,  when  Jesus  came  and  stood 
in  the  midst,  the  doors  were  shut  where  the  disciples  were.  It  can 
scarcely  be  doubted  that  the  intention  of  the  writer  is  to  represent 
a  miraculous  entry. 

We  are  asked  to  believe  that,  when  Thomas  had  convinced 
himself  that  it  was  indeed  Jesus  in  the  flesh  who  stood  before 
him,  he  went  to  the  opposite  extreme  of  belief  and  said  to 
Jesus :  (koI  cmtcv  avrtfi)  "  My  Lord  and  my  God "!  In  repre- 
senting that  Jesus,  even  before  the  Ascension,  was  addressed 
as  "  God  "  by  one  of  the  Twelve,  the  Evangelist  commits  one  of 
those  anachronisms  with  which  we  are  familiar,  in  another  shape, 
in  the  works  of  great  painters,  who  depict  pious  bishops  of  their 
own  time  as  actors  in  the  scenes  of  the  Passion.  These  touches 
betray  the  hand  of  the  artist,  and  remove  the  account  from  the 
domain  of  sober  history.  In  the  message  sent  by  Jesus  to  his 
disciples  he  spoke  of  ascending  "  to  your  God  and  my  God," 
but  the  Evangelist  at  the  close  of  his  Gospel  strikes  the  same 
note  as  that  upon  which  he  commenced  his  philosophical  prelude. 

We  shall  only  add  one  further  remark  r^arding  this  episode, 
and  it  is  the  repetition  of  one  already  made.  It  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  the  writer  does  not  inform  us  how  these  interviews 
of  Jesus  with  his  disciples  terminated.  We  are  told  of  his  entry, 
but  not  of  his  mode  of  departure.  Did  he  vanish  suddenly  ?  Did 
he  depart  like  other  men  ?  Then,  it  would  be  important  to  know 
where  Jesus  abode  during  the  interval  of  eight  days.  Did  he 
ascend  to  heaven  after  each  appearance  ?  or  did  he  remain  on 
earth  ?  Why  did  he  not  consort  as  before  with  his  disciples  ? 
These  are  not  jeering  questions,  but  serious  indications  of  the 
scantiness  of  the  information  given  by  the  Evangelists,  which  is  not 
compensated  by  some  trifling  detail  of  no  value  occasionally 
inserted  to  heighten  the  reality  of  a  narrative.  This  is  the  last 
appearance  of  Jesus  related  in  the  fourth  Gospel;  for  the  character 
of  chapter  xxi.  is  too  doubtful'  to  permit  it  to  rank  with  the  Gospel. 
The  appearance  of  Jesus  therein  related  is,  in  fact,  more  palpably 
legendary  than  the  others.  It  will  be  observed  that  in  this  Gospel, 
as  in  the  third  Synoptic,  the  appearances  of  Jesus  are  confined  to 
Jerusalem  and  exclude  Galilee.  These  two  Gospels  are,  therefore, 
clearly  in  contradiction  with  the  statement  of  the  first  two 
Synoptics." 

'  Cf.  p.  538  f.  '  MatL  xxviii.  7 ;  Mark  xvi.  7. 
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It  only  remains  for  us  to  refer  to  one  more  appearance  of  Jesus  : 
that  related  in  the  first  Synoptic,  xxviii.  i6  f.  In  obedience  to  the 
command  of  Jesus,  the  disciples  are  represented  as  having  gone 
away  into  Galilee,  "  unto  the  mountain  where  Jesus  had  appointed 
them."  We  have  not  previously  heard  anything  of  this  sp)ecific 
appointment.  The  Synoptist  continues:  verse  17.  "And  when 
they  saw  him  they  worshipped  him,  but  some  doubted.  18.  And 
Jesus  came  and  spake  unto  them,  saying  :  All  authority  was  given 
to  me  {iSoOt)  fwi)  in  heaven  and  on  earth.  19.  Go  ye  and 
make  disciples  of  all  the  nations,  baptising  them  into  the  name  of 
the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  20.  teaching 
them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  commanded  you  ;  and  lo, 
I  am  with  you  all  the  days,  unto  the  end  of  the  world."  This 
appearance  not  only  is  not  mentioned  in  the  other  Gospels,  but  it 
excludes  the  appearances  in  Judaea,  of  which  the  writer  seems  to  be 
altogether  ignorant.  If  he  knew  of  them,  he  practically  denies 
them. 

There  has  been  some  discussion  as  to  what  the  doubt  mentioned 
in  verse  1 7  refers,  some  critics  maintaining  that  "  some  doubted  " 
as  to  the  propriety  of  worshipping  Jesus;  whilst  others  more 
correctly  consider  that  they  doubted  as  to  his  identity ;  but  we  need 
not  mention  the  curious  apologetic  explanations  offered.'  Are  we 
to  regard  the  mention  of  these  doubts  as  an  **  inestimable  proof  of 
the  candour  of  the  Evangelists  "  ?  If  so,  then  we  may  find  fault 
with  the  omission  to  tell  us  whether,  and  how,  those  doubts  were 
set  at  rest.  As  the  narrative  stands  the  doubts  were  not 
resolved.  Was  it  possible  to  doubt  without  good  reason  of  the 
identity  of  one  with  whom,  until  a  few  days  previously,  the  disciples 
had  been  in  daily  and  hourly  contact  at  least  for  a  year,  if  not 
longer?  Doubt  in  such  a  case  is  infinitely  more  decisive  than 
belief.  We  can  regard  the  expression,  however,  in  no  other  light 
than  as  a  mere  rhetorical  device  in  a  legendary  narrative.  The 
rest  of  the  account  need  have  little  further  discussion  here.  The 
extraordinary  statement  in  verse  18*  seems  as  clearly  the  expression 
of  later  theology  as  the  baptismal  formula  in  verse  19,  where  the 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity  is  so  definitely  expressed.  Some  critics 
suppose  that  the  eleven  were  not  alone  upon  this  occasion,  but 

*  Dr.  Farrar  makes  the  following  remarks  on  this  point :  "The  oi  5*  Hlaraa-aw 
of  Matt,  xxviiu  17  can  only  mean  'but  some  doubted' — not  as  Wetstdn 
and  others  take  it,  whether  they  should  worship  or  not,  but  respecting  the  whole 
scene.  All  may  not  have  stood  near  to  Him,  and  even  if  they  did,  we  have 
seen  in  four  previous  instances  (Matt,  xxviii.  17  ;  Luke  xxiv.  16,  37  ;  John  xxi. 
4)  that  there  was  something  unusual  and  not  instantly  recognisable  in  His 
resurrection  body.  At  any  rate,  here  we  have  another  inestimable  proof  of  the 
candour  of  the  Evangelists,  for  there  is  nothing  to  be  said  in  favour  of  th^ 
conjectural  emendation  oi'5^"  {^-(fi  of  Christy  ii.  445,  note  i). 

'  This  is  supposed  to  be  a  reference  to  Daniel  vii.  14. 
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that  either  all  the  disciples  of  Jesus  were  present,  or  at  least  the 
500  brethren'  to  whom  Paul  refers,  i  Cor.  xv.  6.  This  mainly 
rests  on  the  statement  that  "some  doubted,"  for  it  is  argued  that, 
after  the  two  previous  appearances  to  the  disciples  in  Jerusalem 
mentioned  by  the  other  Evangelists,  it  is  impossible  that  the  Eleven 
could  have  felt  doubt,  and  consequently  that  others  must  have 
been  present  who  had  not  previously  been  convinced.  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  point  out  the  utter  weakness  of  such  an  argu- 
ment. It  is  not  permissible  to  patch  on  to  this  Gospel  scraps 
cut  out  of  the  others. 

It  must  be  clear  to  every  unprejudiced  student  that  the  appear- 
ances of  Jesus  narrated  by  the  four  Gospels  in  Galilee  and  Judaea 
cannot  be  harmonised,  and  we  have  shown  that  they  actually  exclude 
each  other.*  The  first  Synoptist  records  (verse  10)  the  order  for 
the  disciples  to  go  into  Galilee,  and,  with  no  further  interruption 
than  the  mention  of  the  return  of  the  discomfited  guard  from  the 
sepulchre  to  the  chief  priest,  he  (verse  16)  states  that  they  went 
into  Galilee,  where  they  saw  Jesus  in  the  manner  just  described. 
No  amount  of  ingenuity  can  insert  the  appearances  in  Jerusalem 
here  without  the  grossest  violation  of  all  common  sense.  This  is 
the  only  appearance  to  the  Eleven  recorded  in  Matthew. 

We  must  again  point  out  the  singular  omission  to  relate  the 
manner  in  which  this  interview  was  ended.  The  episode  and 
the  Gospel,  indeed,  are  brought  to  a  very  artistic  close  by  the 
expression,  "  Lo,  I  am  with  you  all  the  days  unto  the  end  of  the 
world  ";  but  we  must  insist  that  it  is  a  very  suggestive  fact  that  it 
does  not  occur  to  these  writers  to  state  what  became  of  Jesus. 
No  point  could  have  been  more  full  of  interest  than  the  manner 
in  which  Jesus  here  finally  leaves  the  disciples,  and  is  dismissed 
from  the  history.  That  such  an  important  part  of  the  narrative  is 
omitted  is  in  the  highest  degree  remarkable  and  significant. 
Had  a  formal  termination  to  the  interview  been  recounted,  it 
would  have  been  subject  to  criticism,  and  by  no  means  necessarily 
evidence  of  truth ;  but  it  seems  to  us  that  the  circumstance  that 
it  never  occurred  to  these  writers  to  relate  the  departure  of  Jesus 
is  a  very  strong  indication  of  the  unreality  and  shadowy  nature  of 
the  whole  tradition. 

'  Dr.  Farrar,  without  explanation  or  argument,  boldly  asserts  the  presence  of 
the  500  {Li/g  of  Christ,  ii.  445). 

»  Dean  Alford,  whilst  admitting  that  it  is  fruitless  to  attempt  a  harmony  of 

the  different  accounts,  curiously  adds:  ** Hence  the  great  diversity  in  this 

portion  of  the  narrative  :  and  hence  I  helieve  much  that  is  now  dark  might  be 
explained,  were  the  facts  themselves,  in  th«ir  order  of  occurrence,  l)efore 
us.  Till  that  is  the  case  (and  I  am  willing  to  believe  that  it  will  be  one  of  our 
delightful  employments  hereafter,  to  trace  the  true  harmony  of  the  Holy 
Gospels,  under  His  teaching  of  whom  they  are  the  record),  we  must  be  content 
to  walk  by  faith,  and  not  by  sight "  (Gk,  Test  mjohny  xx.  1-29,  i.,  p.  905). 
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We  are  thus  brought  to  consider  the  account  of  the  Ascension, 
which  is,  at  least,  given  by  one  Evangelist  In  the  appendix  to 
the  second  Gospel,  as  if  the  later  writer  felt  the  omission  and 
desired  to  complete  the  narrative,  it  is  vaguely  stated :  xvi.  19.  "So 
then  after  the  Lord  spake  unto  them  he  was  taken  up  into  heaven 
and  sat  on  the  right  hand  of  God."'  The  writer,  however,  omits 
to  state  how  he  was  taken  up  into  heaven ;  and  sitting  "  at  the 
right  hand  of  God  "  is  an  act  and  position  which  those  who  assert 
the  "  Personality  of  God  "  may  possibly  understand,  but  which  we 
venture  to  think  betrays  that  the  account  is  a  mere  theological 
figment.  The  third  Synoptist,  as  we  have  incidentally  shown, 
gives  an  account  of  the  Ascension.  Jesus  having,  according 
to  the  narrative  in  xxiv.  50  f.,  led  the  disciples  out  to  Bethany, 
lifted  up  his  hands  and  blessed  them  (verse  51) :  "  And  it  came  to 
pass  while  blessing  them  he  parted  from  them,  and  was  carried  up 
into  heaven. "=*  The  whole  of  the  appearances  narrated  in  the 
third  Synoptic,  therefore,  and  the  Ascension  are  thus  said  to  occur 
on  the  same  day  as  the  Resurrection.  In  Matthew  there  is  a 
different  representation  made,  for  the  time  consumed  in  the 
journey  of  the  disciples  to  Galilee  obviously  throws  back  the 
Ascension  to  a  later  date.  In  Mark  there  is  no  appearance  at  all 
recorded,  but  the  command  to  the  disciples  to  go  into  Galilee 
confirms  the  first  Synoptic  In  the  fourth  Gospel,  Jesus  revisits 
the  Eleven  a  second  time  after  eight  days ;  and,  therefore,  the 
Ascension  is  here  necessarily  later  still.  In  neither  of  these 
Gospels  is  there  any  accoimt  of  an  Ascension  at  all. 

We  may  here  point  out  that  there  is  no  mention  of  the 
Ascension  in  any  of  the  genuine  writings  of  Paul,  and  it  would 
appear  that  the  theory  of  a  bodily  Ascension,  in  any  shape,  did 
not  form  part  of  the  oldest  Christian  tradition.  The  growth  of  the 
legend  of  the  Ascension  is  apparent  in  the  circumstance  that  the 
author  of  the  third  Gospel  follows  a  second  tradition  regarding 
that  event,  when  composing  Acts.  Whether  he  thought  a  fuller  and 
more  detailed  account  desirable,  or  it  seemed  necessary  to  prolong 
the  period  during  which  Jesus  remained  on  earth  after  his  Resur- 
rection and  to  multiply  his  appearances,  it  is  impossible  to  say ; 
but  the  fact  is  that  he  does  so.  He  states  in  his  second  work  that 
to  the  Apostles  Jesus  "presented  himself  alive,  after  he  suffered,  by 
many  proofs,  being  seen  (<wrTav<5/uvos)  by  them  during  forty  days, 

'  Cf.  Psalm  ex.  i. 

'  The  last  phrase,  "and  was  carried  up  into  heaven,"  kcU  ij^^p€To  els 
rbv  odpwitfy  is  suspected  by  Qriesbach,  omitted  by  Tischendorf,  and  pro- 
nounced inauthentic  by  some  critics.  The  words  are  not  found  in  the  Sinaitic 
Codex  and  D,  but  are  in  the  great  majority  of  the  oldest  MSS.,  including  the 
AUxandrian  and  Vaiican,  C,  F,  H,  K,  L,  M,  S,  U,  V,  etc.  The  preponder- 
ance of  authority  is  greatly  in  their  fiavour.     Compare  also  Acts  i.  2. 
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and  speaking  of  the  things  concerning  the  Kingdom  of  God."  It 
is  scarcely  possible  to  doubt  that  the  period  of  forty  days  is  sug- 
gested by  the  Old  Testament  and  the  Hebrew  use  of  that  number, 
of  which,  indeed,  we  already  find  examples  in  the  New  Testament 
in  the  forty  days'  temptation  of  Jesus  in  the  wilderness,'  and  his 
fasting  forty  days  and  forty  nights."  Why  Jesus  remained  on 
earth  this  typical  period  we  are  not  told,3  but  the  representation 
evidently  is  of  much  more  prolonged  and  continuous  intercourse 
with  his  disciples  than  any  statements  in  the  Gospels  have  led  us 
to  suppose,  or  than  the  declaration  of  Paul  renders  in  the  least 
d^ree  probable.  If,  indeed,  the  account  in  Acts  were  true,  the 
numbered  appearances  recited  by  Paul  show  singular  ignorance 
of  the  phenomena  of  the  Resurrection. 

We  need  not  discuss  the  particulars  of  the  last  interview 
with  the  Apostles  (i.  4  f.),  although  they  are  singular  enough, 
and  are  indeed  elsewhere  referred  to,  but  at  once  proceed  to  the 
final  occurrences.  Verse  9.  "  And  when  he  had  spoken  these 
things,  while  they  are  looking  he  was  lifted  up;  and  a  cloud 
received  him  out  of  their  sight  10.  And  as  they  were  gazing 
stedfastly  into  the  heaven  as  he  went,  behold,  twd  men  stood  by 
them  in  white  apparel;  11.  which  also  said:  Men  of  Galilee 
(avSp€s  FaXtXaiot),  why  stand  ye  looking  into  the  heaven  ?  This 
Jesus,  who  was  taken  up  from  you  into  the  heaven,  shall  come  in 
like  manner  as  ye  saw  him  going  into  the  heaven.  12.  Then 
returned  they  into  Jerusalem,"  etc.  A  definite  statement  is  here 
made  of  the  mode  in  which  Jesus  finally  ascended  into  heaven, 
and  it  presents  some  of  the  incongruities  which  might  have  been 
exp>ected.  The  bodily  Ascension  up  the  sky  in  a  cloud,  apart 
from  the  miraculous  nature  of  such  an  occurrence,  seems  singularly 
to  localise  "  Heaven,"  and  to  present  views  of  cosmical  and  celestial 
phenomena  suitable  certainly  to  the  age  of  the  writer,  but  which 
are  not  endorsed  by  modern  science.  The  sudden  appearance  of 
the  "  two  men  in  white  apparel,"  the  usual  description  of  angels, 
is  altogether  in  the  style  of  the  author  of  Acts,  but  does  it  increase 
the  credibility  of  the  story  ?  It  is  curious  that  the  angels  open 
their  address  to  the  Apostles  in  the  same  form  as  almost  every 
other  speaker  in  this  book.  One  might  ask,  indeed,  why  such  an 
angelic  interposition  should  have  taken  place  ?  for  its  utility  is  not 
apparent,  and  in  the  short  sentence  recorded  nothing  which  is  new 
is  embodied.  No  surprise  is  expressed  at  the  appearance  of  the 
angels,  and  nothing  is  said  of  their  disappearance.  They  are 
introduced,   like    the    chorus    of   a    Greek  play,   and    are  left 

'  Mark  i.  13  ;  Luke  iv.  2.  »  Matt.  iv.  2. 

'  The  testimony  of  the  Epistle  of  Barnabas  (chapter  xv.)  does  not  agree  with 
this. 
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unceremoniously,  with  an  indifference  which  betrays  complete 
familiarity  with  supernatural  agency.  Can  there  be  any  doubt 
that  the  whole  episode  is  legendary  ? 

It  may  not  seem  inappropriate  to  mention  here  that  the  idea  of 
a  bodily  Ascension  does  not  originate  with  the  author  of  the  third 
Synoptic  and  Acts,  nor  is  it  peculiar  to  Christianity.  The  transla- 
tion of  Enoch'  had  long  been  chronicled  in  the  sacred  books ;  and 
the  ascent  of  Elijah'  in  his  whirlwind  and  chariot  of  fire  before  the 
eyes  of  Elisha  was  another  well-known  instance.  The  vision  of 
Daniel  (vii.  13),  of  one  like  the  **Son  of  man"  coming  with  the 
clouds  of  heaven,  might  well  have  suggested  the  manner  of  his 
departure,  but  another  mode  has  been  suggested.  ^  The  author  of 
Acts  was,  we  maintain,  well  acquainted  with  the  works  of  Josephus.-* 
We  know  that  the  prophet  like  unto  Moses  was  a  favourite  repre- 
sentation in  Acts  of  the  Christ.  Now,  in  the  account  which 
Josephus  gives  of  the  end  of  Moses,  he  states  that,  although  he 
wrote  in  the  holy  books  that  he  died  lest  they  should  say  that  he 
went  to  God,  this  was  not  really  his  end.  After  reaching  the 
mountain  Abarim  he  dismissed  the  senate;  and  as  he  was  about  to 
embrace  Eleazar,  the  high  priest,  and  Joshua,  **  a  cloud  suddenly 
having  stood  over  him  be  disappeared  in  a  certain  valley.  "5  This 
we  merely  mention  in  passing. 


Our  earlier  examination  of  the  evidence  for  the  origin  and 
authorship  of  the  historical  books  of  the  New  Testament  very 
clearly  demonstrated  that  the  testimony  of  these  works  for  miracles 
and  the  reality  of  Divine  Revelation,  Mrhatever  that  testimony 
might  seem  to  be,  could  not  be  considered  of  any  real  value.  We 
have  now  examined  the  accounts  which  the  four  Evangelists 
actually  give  of  the  Passion,  Resurrection,  and  Ascension,  and 
there  can  be  no  hesitation  in  stating  as  the  result  that,  as  might 
have  been  expected  from  works  of  such  uncertain  character,  these 
narratives  must  be  pronounced  mere  legends,  embodying  vague 
and  wholly  unattested  tradition.  As  evidence  for  such  stupendous 
miracles  they  are  absolutely  of  no  value.  No  reliance  can  be 
placed  on  a  single  detail  a(  their  story.     The  aim  of  the  writers 

'  Gen.  V.  24 ;  Ecclestasttcas  xliv.  16,  xlix.  14  ;  Heb.  xi.  5. 

"  2  Kings  ii.  11  ;  Ecclesiasticus  xlviii.  9,  1 1. 

3  Strauss,  Das  Lebenjesu^  p.  618. 

*  Cf.  Fortnightly  Review^  1877,  p.  502  f. 

5 y4<f>ovs  aUpylSioy  birkp  avrhv  ardyrot  d^plj^ercu  KarA  tlwos  ^>dpaYYO$. 

Anii^.  fud.,  iv.  8,  §  48. 
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has  obviously  been  to  make  their  narrative  of  the  various  appear- 
ances of  Jesus  as  convincing  as  possible,  and  they  have  freely 
inserted  any  details  which  seemed  to  them  calculated  to  give  them 
impressiveness,  force,  and  verisimilitude. 

An  apologetic  writer  has  said:  "Anyone  who  will  attentively 
read  side  by  side  the  narratives  of  these  appearances  on  the  first 
day  of  the  Resurrection  will  see  that  they  have  only  been  preserved 
for  us  in  general,  interblended  and  scattered  notices  (see  Matt 
xxviii.  16;  Luke  xxiv.  34;  Acts  i.  3),  which,  in  strict  exactness, 
render  it  impossible,  without  many  arbitrary  suppositions,  to 
produce  from  them  a  certain  narrative  of  the  order  of  events. 
The  laama^  the  compressions,  the  variations,  the  actual  differences, 
the  subjectivity  of  the  narrators  as  affected  by  spiritual  revelations^ 
render  all  harmonies  at  the  best  uncertain."'  Passing  over  with- 
out comment  the  strange  phrase  in  this  passage  which  we  have 
italicised,  and  which  seems  to  claim  divine  inspiration  for  the 
writers,  it  must  be  obvious  to  any  one  who  has  carefully  read  the 
preceding  pages  that  this  is  an  exceedingly  moderate  description 
of  the  wild  statements  and  irreconcilable  contradictions  of  the 
different  narratives  we  have  examined.  But,  suqh  as  it  is,  with 
all  the  glaring  inconsistencies  and  impossibilities  of  the  accounts 
even  thus  subdued,  is  it  possible  for  anyone  who  has  formed  even 
a  faint  idea  of  the  extraordinary  nature  of  the  allegations  which 
have  to  be  attested  to  consider  such  documents  really  evidence 
for  the  Resurrection  and  bodily  Ascension  ? 

The  usual  pleas  which  are  advanced  in  mitigation  of  judgment 
against  the  Gospels  for  these  characteristics  are  of  no  avail.  It 
may  be  easy  to  excuse  the  writers  for  their  mutual  contradictions, 
but  the  pleas  themselves  are  an  admission  of  the  shortcomings 
.  which  render  their  evidence  valueless.  "The  differences  of 
purpose  in  the  narrative  of  the  four  Evangelists  "=*  may  be  fancifully 

»  Farrar,  Life  of  Christy  ii.  432,  note  i. 

*  **  Professor  Westcott,  with  his  usual  profundity  and  insight,  points  out  the 
differences  of  purpose  in  the  narrative  of  the  four  Evangelists.  St.  Matthew 
dwells  chiefly  on  the  majesty  and  glory  of  the  Resurrection ;  St.  Mark,  both 
in  the  original  part  and  in  the  addition  (Mark  xvi.  9-20),  insists  upon  it  as 
a  fact ;  St.  Luke,  as  a  spiritual  necessity;  St.  John,  as  a  touchstone  of 
character  {Introd,,  310-315)"  (Farrar,  lA,  u.  432,  note  i).  Dr.  Westcott 
says:  "The  various  narratives  of  the  Resurrection  place  the  fragmentariness 
of  the  Gospel  in  the  clearest  light.  They  contain  difficulties  which  it  is 
impossible  to  explain  with  certainty,  but  there  is  no  less  an  intelligible  fitness 

and  purpose  in  the  details  peculiar  to  each  account It  is  necessary  to  repeat 

these  obvious  remarks,  because  the  records  of  the  Resurrection  have  given 
occasion  to  some  of  the  worst  examples  of  that  kind  of  criticism  from  whi<m  the 
other  parts  of  the  Gospels  have  suffered,  though  not  in  an  equal  degree.  It  is 
tacitly  assumed  that  we  are  in  possession  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  event, 
and  thus,  on  the  one  hand,  differences  are  urged  as  fatal,  and,  on  the  other, 
elaborate  attempts  are  made  to  show  that  the  details  given  can  be  forced  into 
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set  forth,  or  ingeniously  imagined,  but  no  "  purpose "  can  trans- 
form discordant  and  untrustworthy  narratives  into  evidence  for 
miracles.  Unless  the  prologue  to  the  third  Gospel  be  considered 
a  condemnation  of  any  of  the  other  Synoptics  which  we  may  have 
existed  before  it,  none  of  the  EvangeUsts  makes  the  smallest 
reference  to  any  of  his  brethren  or  their  works.  Each  Gosp^ 
tacitly  professes  to  be  a  perfectly  independent  work,  giving  the 
history  of  Jesus,  or  at  least  of  the  active  part  of  his  life,  and  of  his 
death  and  Resurrection.  The  apcdogetic  theory,  derived  from  the 
Fathers,  that  the  Evangelists  design^  to  complete  and  supplement 
each  other,  is  totally  untenable.  Each  work  was  evidently 
intended  to  be  complete  in  itself;  but  when  we  consider  that 
much  the  greater  part  of  the  contents  of  each  of  the  Synoptics  is 
common  to  the  three,  frequently  with  almost  literal  agreement, 
and  generally  without  sufficient  alteration  to  conceal  community  of 
source  or  use  of  each  other,  the  poverty  of  Christian  tradition 
becomes  painfully  evident.  We  have  dready  pointed  out  the 
fundamental  difference  between  the  fourth  Gospel  and  the 
Synoptics.  In  no  part  of  the  history  does  greater  contradiction 
and  disagreement  between  the  three  Synoptics  themselves,  and 
likewise  between  them  and  the  fourth  Gospel,  exist  than  in  the 
account  of  the  Passion,  Resurrection,  and  Ascension.  It  is 
impossible  to  examine  the  four  narratives  carefully  without  feeling 
that  here  tradition,  for  natural  reasons,  has  been  more  than  usually 
wavering  and  insecure.  Each  writer  differs  essentially  from  the 
rest,  and  the  various  narratives  not  only  disagree,  but  exclude  each 
other.  The  third  Synoptist,  in  the  course  of  some  years,  even 
contradicts  himself.  The  phenomena  which  are  related,  in  fact, 
were  too  subjective  and  unsubstantial  for  sober  and  ccmsistent 
narrative,  and  free  play  was  allowed  for  pious  imagination  to  frame 
details  by  the  aid  of  supposed  Messianic  utterances  of  the  Prophets 
and  Psalmists  of  Israel. 

Such  a  miracle  as  the  Resurrection,  startling  as  it  is  in  our 
estimation,  was  commonplace  enough  in  the  view  of  these  writers. 
We  need  not  go  back  to  discuss  the  story  of  the  widow's  son 
restored  to  life  by  Elijah,'  nor  that  of  the  dead  man  who  revived 
on  touching  the  bones  of  Elisha.*  The  raising  from  the  dead  of 
the  son  of  the  widow  of  Nain3  did  not  apparently  produce  much 
effect  at  the  time,  and  only  one  of  the  Evangelists  seems  to  have 
thought  it  worth  while  to  preserve  the  narrative.  The  case  of 
Jairus'  daughter,*  whatever  it  was,  is  r^arded  as  a  resurrection  of 

the  semblance  of  a  complete  and  connected  narrative.  The  true  critic  wilt 
pause  before  he  admits  either  extreme  "  {Int.  to  the  Siuefy  of  the  Gospels^  4th 
ed.,  p.  329,  331). 

*  1  Kings  xvii.  17  f.  •a  Kings  xiii.  21. 

3  Luke  vii.  11  f.  ♦  Mark  v.  35  f. ;  Luke  viii.  46  f. 
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the  dead,  and  is  related  by  two  of  the  Synoptists ;  but  the  raising 
of  Lazarus  is  only  recorded  by  the  fourth  Evangelist.  The 
familiarity  of  the  age  with  the  idea  of  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead,  according  to  the  Synoptists,  is  illustrated  by  the  repre- 
sentation which  they  give  of  the  effect  produced  by  the  fame 
of  Jesus  upon  Herod  and  others.  We  are  told  by  the  first 
Synoptist  that  Herod  said  unto  his  servants  :  "  This  is  John  the 
Baptist ;  he  was  raised  from  the  dead ;  and  therefore  the  powers 
work  in  him."'  The  second  Synoptist  repeats  the  same  statement, 
but  adds  :  "  But  others  said  that  it  is  Elijah  ;  and  others  said  that 
it  is  a  prophet  like  one  of  the  prophets."'  The  statement  of  the 
third  Synoptist  is  somewhat  different.  He  says :  "  Now  Herod 
the  tetrarch  heard  all  that  was  occurring :  and  he  was  perplexed 
because  it  was  said  by  some  that  John  was  raised  from  the  dead, 
and  by  some  that  Elijah  appeared,  and  by  others  that  one  of  the 
old  prophets  rose  up.  And  Herod  said  :  John  I  beheaded,  but 
who  is  this  of  whom  I  hear  such  things,  and  he  sought  to  see 
him."3  The  three  Synoptists  substantially  report  the  same  thing ; 
the  close  verbal  agreement  of  the  first  two  being  an  example  of 
the  community  of  matter  of  which  we  have  just  spoken.  The 
variations  are  instructive  as  showing  the  process  by  which  each 
writer  made  the  original  form  his  own.  Are  we  to  assume  that 
these  things  were  really  said?  Or  must  we  conclude  that  the 
sayings  are  simply  the  creation  of  later  tradition  ?  In  the  latter 
case,  we  see  how  unreal  and  legendary  are  the  Gospels.  In  the 
former,  we  learn  how  common  was  the  belief  in  a  bodily 
resurrection.  How  could  it  seem  so  strange  to  the  Apostles  that 
Jesus  should  rise  again,  when  the  idea  that  John  the  Baptist  or 
one  of  the  old  prophets  had  risen  from  the  dead  was  so  readily 
accepted  by  Herod  and  others  ?  How  could  they  so  totally  mis- 
understand all  that  the  chief  priests,  according  to  the  first  Synoptic, 
so  well  understood  of  the  teaching  of  Jesus  on  the  subject  of  his 
Resurrection,  since  the  world  had  already  become  so  familiar  with 
the  idea  and  the  fact  ? 

Then,  the  episode  of  the  Transfiguration  must  have  occurred  to 
everyone,  when  Jesus  took  with  him  Peter  and  James  and  John 
into  a  high  mountain  apart,  "and  he  was  transfigured  before  them; 
and  his  face  did  shine  as  the  sun,  and  his  raiment  became  white 
as  the  light.  And  behold,  there  was  seen  (ui<f>6rj)  by  them  Moses 
and  Elijah  talking  with  him  ";  and  then  "  a  bright  cloud  over- 
shadowed them  "  and  "  a  voice  came  out  of  the  cloud :  This  is 
my  beloved  son,"  etc.     "And  when  the  disciples  heard  they  fell 


'  Matt.  xiv.  2  ;  cf.  Mark  vi.  14. 
"  Mark  vi.  15. 
3  Luke  ix.  7-9. 
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on  their  face  and  were  sore  afraid."'  The  third  Synoptist  even 
knows  the  subject  of  their  axiversation :  "  They  were  speaking  of 
his  decease  which  he  was  about  to  fulfil  in  Jerusalem."'  This  is 
related  by  all  as  an  objective  occurrence.  3  Are  we  to  accept  it  as 
such  ?  Then  how  is  it  possible  that  the  disciples  should  be  so 
obtuse  and  incredulous  as  they  subsequently  showed  themselves 
to  be  regarding  the  person  of  Jesus  and  his  Resurrection  ?  How 
could  the  announcement  of  that  event  by  the  angels  to  the  women 
seem  to  them  as  an  idle  tale,  which  they  did  not  believe  ?♦  Here 
were  Moses  and  Elijah  before  them,  and  in  Jesus,  we  are  told, 
they  recognised  one  greater  than  Moses  and  EUjah.  The  miracle 
of  die  Resurrection  was  here  again  anticipated  and  made  palpable 
to  them.  Are  we  to  regard  the  Transfiguration  as  a  subjective 
vision  ?  Then  why  not  equally  so  the  appearances  of  Jesus  after 
his  passion?  We  can  regard  the  Transfiguration,  however,  as 
nothing  more  than  an  allegory  without  either  objective  or 
subjective  reality.  Into  this  at  present  we  cannot  further  go.  It 
is  sufficient  to  repeat  that  our  examination  has  shown  the  Gospels 
to  possess  no  value  as  evidence  for  the  Resurrection  and 
Ascension. 


*  Matt.  xvii.  i  f.;  cf.  Mark  ix.  2  f.,  Luke  ix.  28  f.  Nothing  could  be  more 
instructive  than  a  careful  corofxurison  of  the  three  narratives  of  thb  occurrence 
and  of  the  curious  divergencies  and  amplifications  of  a  common  original 
introduced  by  successive  editors. 

'  Luke  ix.  31. 

3  We  need  not  here  speak  of  the  use  of  the  verb  ipdua. 

*  Luke  xxiv.  11. 
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CHAPTER    III. 

THE   EVIDENCE   OF   PAUL 

We  may  now  proceed  to  examine  the  evidence  of  Paul.  "  On 
one  occasion,"  it  is  affirmed  in  a  passage  already  quoted,  "he 
gives  a  very  circumstantial  account  of  the  testimony  upon  which 
the  belief  in  the  Resurrection  rested  (i  Cor.  xv.  4-8)."'  This 
account  is  as  follows :  i  Cor.  xv.  3.  "  For  I  delivered  unto  you 
first  of  all  that  which  I  also  received,  that  Christ  died  for  our  sins 
according  to  the  Scriptures,  4.  and  that  he  was  buried,  and  that 
he  has  been  raised  (iyrjytpTai)  the  third  day  according  to  the 
Scriptures,  5.  and  that  he  was  seen  by  Cephas,  then  by  the 
Twelve.  6.  After  that,  he  was  seen  by  about  five  hundred 
brethren  at  once  (€<^xa^),  of  whom  the  greater  part  remain  unto 
this  present,  but  some  are  fallen  asleep.  7.  After  that,  he  was 
seen  by  James ;  then  by  all  the  Apostles.  8.  And  last  of  all  he 
was  seen  by  me  also  as  the  one  born  out  of  due  time."'  Can  this 
be  considered  "a  very  circumstantial  account"?  It  may  be 
exceedingly  unreasonable,  but  we  must  at  once  acknowledge  that 
we  are  not  satisfied.  The  testimony  upon  which  belief  in  the 
Resurrection  is  said  to  rest  is  comprised  in  a  dozen  lines — for  we 
may  so  far  anticipate  a&to  say  that  this  cannot  be  regarded  as 
a  r/sum^  of  evidence  which  we  can  find  elsewhere.  We  shall 
presently  point  out  a  few  circumstances  which  it  might  be  useful 
to  know. 

The  Apostle  states,  in  this  passage,  that  the  doctrines  which  he 
had  delivered  to  the  Corinthians  he  had  himself  "  received."  He 
does  not  pretend  to  teach  them  firom  his  own  knowledge,  and  the 
question  naturally  arises  :  From  whom  did  he  "  receive  "  them  ? 
Formerly,  divines  generally  taught  that  Paul  received  these  doc- 
trines by  revelation,  and  up  to  recent  times  Apologists  have  con- 
tinued to  hold  this  view,  even  when  admitting  the  subsidiary  use  of 
tradition.  If  this  claim  were  seriously  made,  the  statements  of  the 
Apostle,  so  far  as  our  inquiry  is  concerned,  would  certainly  not  gain 
in  value,  for  it  is  obvious  that  Revelation  could  not  be  admitted  to 
prove  Revelation.  It  is  quite  true  that  Paul  himself  professed  to 
have  received  his  Gospel  not  from  men,  but  from  God  by  direct 
revelation,  and  we  shall  hereafter  have  to  consider  this  point  and 
the  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  such  pretensions.     At  present  the 

'  Sanday,  TAi  Gospels  in  the  Second  Century^  p.  12.  »  i  Cor.  xv.  3. 
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argument  need  not  be  complicated  by  any  such  supposition,  for 
certainly  Paul  does  not  here  advance  any  such  claim  himself,  and 
apologetic  and  other  critics  agree  in  declaring  the  source  of  his 
statements  to  be  natural  historical  tradition.  The  points  which  he 
delivered,  and  which  he  had  also  received,  are  three  in  number :  (i) 
that  Christ  died  for  our  sins ;  (2)  that  he  was  buried ;  and  (3)  that 
he  has  been  raised  the  third  day.  In  strictness  the  koI  ort  might 
oblige  us  to  include,  "  and  that  he  was  seen  by  Cephas,  then  by  the 
Twelve,"  after  which  the  construction  of  the  sentence  is  changed. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  press  this,  however,  and  it  is  better  for  the 
present  to  separate  the  dogmatic  statements  from  those  which  are 
more  properly  evidential. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  although  the  death,  burial,  and  Resurrec- 
tion are  here  taught  as  "  received,"  e\'idence  only  of  one  point  is 
offered  :  that  Jesus  "  was  seen  by  "  certain  persons.  We  have 
already  pointed  out  that  the  Gospels  do  not  pretend  that  any  one 
was  an  eye-witness  of  the  Resurrection  itself,  and  it  is  important  to 
notice  that  Paul,  the  earliest  and  most  trustworthy  witness  pro- 
duced, entirely  passes  over  the  event,  and  relies  solely  on  the  fact 
that  Jesus  was  supposed  to  have  been  seen  by  certain  persons  to 
prove  that  he  died,  was  buried,  and  had  actually  risen  the  third 
day.  The  only  inference  which  we  here  wish  to  draw  from  this  is, 
that  the  alleged  appearances  are  thus  obviously  separated  from  the 
death  and  burial  by  a  distinct  gulf.  A  dead  body,  it  is  stated,  or 
one  believed  to  be  dead,  is  laid  in  a  sepulchre;  after  a  certain  time, 
it  is  alleged  that  the  dead  person  has  been  seen  alive.  Supposing 
the  first  statement  to  be  correct — of  which  there  must,  of  course, 
be  the  most  clear  and  detailed  evidence — the  second,  being  in 
itself,  according  to  all  our  experience,  utterly  incredible,  leaves 
further  a  serious  gap  in  the  continuity  of  evidence.  What  occurred 
in  the  interval  between  the  burial  and  the  supp>osed  apparition  ? 
If  it  be  asserted — ^as  in  the  Gospels  it  is — that,  before  the 
apparition,  the  sepulchre  was  found  empty  and  the  body  gone, 
the  natural  reply  is  that  this  very  circumstance  may  have  assisted 
in  producing  a  subjective  vision,  but  that,  in  so  far  as  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  body  is  connected  with  the  appearance  of  the 
person  apparently  alive,  the  fact  has  no  evidential  value.  The  person 
supposed  to  be  dead,  for  instance,  may  not  have  been  actually 
so,  but  have  revived;  for,  although  we  have  no  intention  our- 
selves of  adopting  this  explanation  of  the  Resurrection,  it  is,  as  an 
alternative,  certainly  preferable  to  belief  in  the  miracle.  Or,  in  the 
interval,  the  body  may  have  been  removed  ftx)m  a  temporary  to  a 
permanent  resting-place,  unknown  to  those  who  are  surprised  to 
find  the  body  gone — and  in  the  Gospels  the  conflicting  accounts 
of  the  embalming  and  hasty  burial,  as  we  have  seen,  would  fully 
permit  of  such  an  argument  if  we  relied  at  all  on  those  narratives. 
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Many  other  means  of  accounting  for  the  absence  of  the  body  might 
be  advanced,  any  one  of  which,  in  the  actual  default  of  testimony 
to  the  contrary,  would  be  irrefutable.  The  mere  surprise  of  finding 
a  grave  empty  which  was  supposed  to  contain  a  body  betrays  a 
blank  in  the  knowledge  of  the  persons,  which  can  only  be  naturally 
filled  up.  This  gap,  at  least,  would  not  have  existed  had  the 
supposed  resurrection  occurred  in  the  presence  of  those  by  whom 
it  is  asserted  Jesus  "  was  seen."  As  it  is,  no  evidence  whatever  is 
offered  that  Jesus  really  died ;  no  evidence  that  the  sepulchre  was 
even  found  empty ;  no  evidence  that  the  dead  body  actually  rose 
and  became  alive  again ;  but,  skipping  over  the  intermediate  steps, 
the  only  evidence  produced  is  the  statement  that,  being  supposed 
to  be  dead,  he  is  said  to  have  been  seen  by  certain  persons.* 

There  is  a  peculiarity  in  the  statement  to  which  we  must  now 
refer.  The  words,  "according  to  the  Scriptures"  (Kara  toLs 
ypaifyds)  are  twice  introduced  into  the  brief  recapitulation  of 
the  teaching  which  Paul  had  received  and  delivered  :  (i)  "That 
Christ  died  for  our  sins,  according  to  the  Scriptures,"  and  (3) 
"that  he  has  been  raised  the  third  day,  according  to  the  Scriptures." 
It  is  obvious  that  mere  historical  tradition  has  only  to  do  with  the 
fact  "  that  Christ  died,"  and  that  the  object,  "  for  our  sins,"  is  a 
dogmatic  addition.  The  Scriptures  supply  the  dogma.  In  the 
second  point,  the  appeal  to  Scripture  is  curious,  and  so  far 
important  as  indicating  that  the  Resurrection  on  the  third  day  was 
supposed  to  be  a  fulfilment  of  prophecy ;  and  we  have  thus  an 
indication,  regarding  which  we  must  hereafter  speak,  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  belief  probably  originated.  The  double  reference  to 
the  Scriptures  is  peculiarly  marked,  and  we  have  already  more 
than  pnce  had  occasion  to  point  out  that  the  narratives  of  the 
Gospels  betray  the  very  strong  and  constant  influence  of  parts  of 
the  Old  Testament  supposed  to  relate  to  the  Messiah.  It  cannot, 
we  think,  be  doubted  by  any  independent  critic  that  the  details  of 
these  narratives  are  lai^ely  due  to  the  influence  of  the  prophetic 
gnosis.  It  is  natural  to  suppose  that  the  early  Christians,  once 
accepting  the  idea  of  a  suffering  Messiah,  should  assume  that 
prophecies  which  they  believed  to  have  reference  to  him  had 
really  been  fulfilled,  and  that  the  actual  occurrences  corresponded 
minutely  with  the  prophecies.  It  is  probable  that  Christian 
tradition  generally  was  moulded  from  foregone  conclusions. 

What  were  the  "  Scriptures,"  according  to  which  "  Christ  died 
for  our  sins,"  and  "  has  been  raised  the  third  day  "?  The  passages 
which  Paul  most  probably  had  in  view  were,  as  regards  the  death 


*  The  curious  account  in  Matt.,  xxviii.  i  f.,  of  the  earthquake  and  rolling 
away  of  the  stone  by  an  angel  in  the  presence  of  the  women,  who  nevertheless 
saw  no  Resurrection,  will  not  be  forgotten. 
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for  our  sins — Isaiah  liii.,  Psalms  xxii.  and  bdx.,  and  for  the 
Resurrection — Psalm  xvi.  lo  and  Hosea  vi.  2.  We  have  already 
pointed  out  that  historical  criticism  has  shown  that  the  first  four 
passages  just  indicated  are  not  Messianic  prophecies  at  all,  and  we 
may  repeat  that  the  idea  of  a  suffering  Messiah  was  wholly  foreign 
to  the  Jewish  prophets  and  people.  The  Messiah  "  crucified,"  as 
Paul  himself  bears  witness,  was  "  to  Jews  a  stumbling  block,"'  and 
modern  criticism  has  clearly  established  that  the  parts  of  Scripture 
by  which  the  early  Christians  endeavoured  to  show  that  such  a 
Messiah  had  been  foretold  can  only  be  applied  by  a  perversion  of 
the  original  signification.  In  the  case  of  the  passages  supposed 
to  foretell  the  Resurrection  the  misapplication  is  particularly 
flagrant.  We  have  already  discussed  the  use  of  Psalm  xvi.  10, 
which  in  Acts^  is  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  Apostles  Peter  and 
Paul,  and  shown  that  the  proof  passage  rests  upon  a  mistranslation 
of  the  original  in  the  Septuagint.3  Any  reader  who  will  refer  to 
Hosea  vi.  2  will  see  that  the  passage'  in  no  way  applies  to  the 
Messiah,  although,  undoubtedly,  it  has  influenced  the  formation  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  Resurrection.  The  "sign  of  the  prophet 
Jonah,"'  which,  in  Matt.  xii.  40,  is  put  into  the  mouth  of  Jesus,  is 
another  passage  used  with  equal  incorrectness ;  and  a  glimpse  of 
the  manner  in  which  Christian  tradition  took  shape,  and  the 
Gospels  were  composed,  may  be  obtained  by  comparing  with  the 
words  in  the  first  Synoptic  the  parallel  in  the  third  (xi.  29-3 1).4 
We  shall  have  more  to  say  presently  regarding  the  Resurrection 
"on  the  third  day." 

We  may  now  proceed  to  examine  the  so-called  "  very  circum- 
stantial account  of  the  testimony  on  which  the  belief  in  the 
Resurrection  rested."  "  And  that  he  was  seen  by  Cephas,  then 
by  the  Twelve.  After  that  he  was  seen  by  above  500 
brethren  at  once,  of  whom  the  greater  part  remain  unto  this 
present,  but  some  are  fallen  asleep.  After  that  he  was  seen  by 
James,  then  by  all  the  Apostles,  and  last  of  all  he  was  seen  by  me 
also."s  There  can  be  no  doubt,  we  think,  from  the  terms  in  which 
this  statement  is  made,  that  Paul  intended  to  give  the  appearances 
in  chronological  order.  It  would  likewise  be  a  fair  inference,  that 
he  intended  to  mention  all  the  appearances  of  which  he  was 
aware.  So  far  the  account  may  possibly  merit  the  epithet 
"  circumstantial,"  but  in  all  other  respects  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
conceive  any  statement  less  circumstantial.  As  to  where  the 
risen  Jesus  was  seen  by  these  persons,  in  what  manner,  under 
what  circumstances,  and  at  what  time,  we  are  not  vouchsafed  a 
single  particular.     Moreover,  the  Apostle  was  not  present  on  any 

'  I  Cor.  i.  23.  •  ii.  25  f.,  xiiL  35  f.  3  P.  82. 

*  Cf.  Matt.  xvi.  4;  Mark  viii.  11.  s  i  Cor.  xv.  5-8. 
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of  these  occasions,  excepting,  of  course,  his  own  vision,  and, 
consequently,  merely  reports  appearances  of  which  he  has  been 
informed  by  others  ;  but  he  omits  to  mention  the  authority  upon 
which  he  makes  these  statements,  or  what  steps  he  took  to  ascer- 
tain their  accuracy  and  reality.  For  instance,  when  Jesus  is  said 
to  have  been  seen  by  500  brethren  at  once,  it  would 
have  been  of  the  highest  importance  for  us  to  know  the  exact 
details  of  the  scene,  the  proportion  of  inference  to  fact,  the 
character  of  the  Apostle's  informant,  the  extent  of  the  investigation 
into  the  various  impressions  made  upon  the  individuals  composing 
the  500,  as  opposed  to  the  collective  affirmation.  We  con- 
fess that  we  do  not  attach  much  value  to  such  appeals  to  the 
experience  of  500  persons  at  once.  It  is  difficult  to  find  out 
what  the  actual  experience  of  the  individuals  was,  and  each 
person  is  so  apt  to  catch  the  infection  of  his  neighbour  and 
join  in  exdtement,  believing  that,  though  he  does  not  himself  see 
or  feel  anything,  his  neighbour  does,  that  probably,  when  inquiry  is 
pressed  home,  the  aggregate  affirmation  of  a  large  number  may 
resolve  itself  into  the  actual  experience  of  very  few.  The  fact  is, 
however,  that  in  this  "  very  circumstantial  account "  we  have 
nothing  except  a  mere  catalogue  by  Paul,  without  a  detail  or 
information  of  any  kind,  of  certain  appearances  which  he  did  not 
himself  see — ^always  excepting  his  own  vision,  which  we  reserve 
— but  merely  had  "  received "  from  others.  As  evidence  of  the 
death  and  Resurrection  it  has  no  value. 

If  we  compare  these  appearances  with  the  instances  recorded  in 
the  Gospels,  the  result  is  by  no  means  satisfactory.  The  first 
appearance  is  said  to  be  to  Cephas.  It  is  argued  that  Paul  passes 
in  silence  over  the  appearances  to  women,  both  because  the 
testimony  of  women  was  not  received  in  Jewish  courts,  and  because 
his  own  opinions  regarding  the  active  participation  of  women  in 
matters  connected  with  the  Church  were  of  a  somewhat  exclusive 
character.'  The  appearance  to  Cephas  is  generally  identified  with 
that  mentioned,  Luke  xxiv.  34.^  Nothing  could  be  more  cursory 
than  the  manner  in  which  this  appearance  is  related  in  the  Synoptic. 
The  disciples  from  Emmaus,  returning  at  once  to  Jerusalem, 
found  the  Eleven  and  those  who  were  with  them  saying  :  "  The 
Lord  was  raised  indeed,  and  was  seen  by  Simon."  Not  another 
syllable  is  said  regarding  an  appearance  which,  according  to  Paul, 
was  the  first  which  had  occurred.  The  other  Gospels  say  still  less, 
for  they  ignore  the  incident  altogether.  It  is  difficult  to  find  room 
for  such  an  appearance  in  the  Gospel  narratives.     If  we  take  the 

»  Cf.  I  Cor.  xiv.  34  f. 

'  So  Bisping,  Maier,  Meyer,  Neander,  Osiander,  RUckert,  Stanley,  de 
Wette,  etc 
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report  of  Paul  to  be  true,  that  Jesus  was  first  seen  by  Cephas,  the 
silence  of  three  Evangelists  and  their  contradictory  representations, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  remarkable  way  in  which  the  third 
Gospel  avoids  all  but  a  mere  indirect  reference  to  the  occurrence, 
on  the  other,  are  phenomena  which  we  leave  Apologists  to  explaiiL' 

He  is  next  seen  "by  the  Twelve."  This  vision  is  identified 
with  that  narrated  in  John  xx.  19  f.  and  Luke  xxiv.  36  f.,^  to  which, 
as  Thomas  was  absent  on  the  first  occasion,  some  critics  under- 
stand the  episode  in  John  xx.  26  f.  to  be  added.  On  reference  to 
our  discussion  of  these  accounts,  it  will  be  seen  that  they  have  few 
or  no  elements  of  credibility.  If  the  appearance  to  the  Twelve 
mentioned  by  Paul  be  identified  with  these  episodes,  and  their 
details  be  declared  authentic,  the  second  item  in  Paul's  list  becomes 
discredited. 

The  appearance  to  500  brethren  at  once  is  not  mentioned  in  any 
of  the  Gospels,  but  critics,  and  especially  apologetic  critics,  assert 
with  more  or  less  of  certainty  the  identity  of  the  occasion  with  the 
scene  described  in  Matt,  xxviii.  16  f.3  We  remarked  whilst  dis- 
cussing the  passage  that  this  is  based  chiefly  on  the  statement  that 
"  some  doubted,"  which  would  have  been  inconsistent,  it  is  thought, 
had  Jesus  already  appeared  to  the  Eleven.*  The  identity  is 
denied  by  others. s  The  narrative  in  the  first  Synoptic  would 
scarcely  add  force  to  the  report  in  the  Epistle.  Is  it  possible 
to  suppose  that,  had  there  been  so  large  a  number  of 
persons  collected  upon  that  occasion,  the  Evangelist  would  not 
have  mentioned  the  fact  ?  On  the  other  hand,  does  it  not  some- 
what discredit  the  statement  that  Jesus  was  seen  by  so  large  a 
number  at  once,  that  no  record  of  such  a  remarkable  occurrence 
exists  elsewhere  ?  How  could  the  tradition  of  such  an  event, 
witnessed  by  so  many,  have  so  completely  perished  that  neither  in 
the  Gospels  nor  Acts,  nor  in  any  other  writing,  is  there  any 
reference  to  it,  and  our  only  knowledge  of  it  is  this  bare  statement, 
without  a  single  detail  ?     There  is  only  one  explanation  :  that  the 

'  Gfrorer  thinks  the  germ  of  Paul's  incident  to  lie  in  the  statement 
John  XX.  4  (Dig  heil,  Sage^  i.,  p.  376  f.).  Dr.  Farrar  thinks  the  details  **  may 
have  been  of  a  nature  too  personal  to  have  been  revealed  "  (Life  of  Christy  ii., 
p.  437). 

'  So  Bisping,  Maier,  Meyer,  Neander,  Osiander,  Stanley,  de  Wette,  etc 

3  So  Grotius,  Maier,  Osiander,  Wordsworth,  etc. ,  ad  1.  Ebrard,  Wiss.  Kr, 
ev,  Gesch.t  p.  591  f.,  599;  zu  Ohh,  Leidensgesch.j  p.  210;  Farrar,  Life  of 
Christy  ii.,  p.  445  ;  cf.  Olshausen,  Leidensgesch.^  p.  227  ;  Stanley,  Corinthians ^ 
p.  288. 

^  Beyschlag  considers  that,  in  these  doubts,  we  have  clearly  an  erroneous 
mixing  up  of  the  story  of  Thomas  (John  xx.  24  f. ),  and  he  thinks  that  probably 
in  the  incident  of  Jesus  eating  fish,  described  by  the  third  Synoptic  (xxiv.  42), 
we  have  a  reminiscence  of  John  xxi.  13  (Stud,  u,  A>.,  1870,  p.  218,  anm). 

5  Alford,  Bisping,  Hofmann,  Meyer,  de  Wette,  etc. 
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assembly  could  not  have  recognised  in  the  phenomenon,  whatever 
it  was,  the  rist- n  Jesus,  or  that  subsequently  an  explanation  was 
given  which  dispelled  some  temporary  illusion.  In  any  case,  we 
must  insist  that  the  total  absence  of  all  confirmation  of  an  appear- 
ance to  500  persons  at  once  renders  such  an  occurrence  more  than 
suspicious.  The  statement  that  the  greater  number  were  still 
living  when  Paul  wrote  does  not  materially  affect  the  question. 
Paul  doubtless  believed  the  report  that  such  an  appearance  had 
taken  place,  and  that  the  majority  of  witnesses  still  survived ;  but 
does  it  necessarily  follow  that  the  report  was  true  ?  The  survivors 
were  certainly  not  within  reach  of  the  Corinthians,  and  could  not 
easily  be  questioned.  The  whole  of  the  argument  of  Paul  which 
we  are  considering,  as  well  as  that  which  follows,  was  drawn  from 
him  by  the  fact  that,  in  Corinth,  Christians  actually  denied  a 
Resurrection,  and  it  is  far  from  clear  that  this  denial  did  not  extend 
to  denying  the  Resurrection  of  Jesus  himself.  That  they  did  deny 
this  we  think  certain,  from  the  care  with  which  Paul  gives  what  he 
considers  evidence  for  the  fact.  Another  point  may  be  mentioned. 
Where  could  so  many  as  500  disciples  have  been  collected  at  one 
time?  The  author  of  Acts  states  (i.  15)  the  number  of  the 
Christian  community  gathered  together  to  elect  a  successor  to 
Judas  as  "about  120."  Apologists,  therefore,  either  suppose  the 
appearance  to  500  to  have  taken  place  in  Jerusalem,  when  numbers 
of  pilgrims  from  Galilee  and  other  parts  were  in  the  Holy  City,  or 
that  it  occurred  in  Galilee  itself,  where  they  suppose  believers  to 
have  been  more  numerous.  This  is  the  merest  conjecture ;  and 
there  is  not  even  ground  for  asserting  that  there  were  so  many  as 
500  brethren  in  any  one  place  by  whom  Jesus  could  have  been 
seen. 

The  appearance  to  James  is  not  mentioned  in  any  of  our 
Gospels.  Jerome  preserves  a  legend  from  the  Gospel  of  the 
Hebrews,  which  states  that  James,  after  having  drunk  the  cup  of 
the  Lord,  swore  that  he  would  not  eat  bread  until  he  should  see 
him  risen  from  the  dead.  When  Jesus  rose,  therefore,  he  appeared 
to  James ;  and,  ordering  a  table  and  bread  to  be  brought,  blessed 
and  broke  the  bread,  and  gave  it  to  James.*  Beyond  this 
legendary  story  there  is  no  other  record  of  the  report  given  by 
Paul.  The  occasion  on  which  he  was  seen  by  "  all  the  Apostles  " 
is  indefinite,  and  cannot  be  identified  with  any  account  in  the 
Gospels. 

It  is  asserted,  however,  that,  although  Paul  does  not  state  from 
whom  he  "  received  "  the  report  of  these  appearances  of  the  risen 
Jesus,  he  must  have  heard  them  from  the  Apostles  themselves. 
At  any  rate,  it  is  added,  Paul  professes  that  his  preaching  on  the 


*  Hieron.,  De  vii\  ill.^  ii. 
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death,  burial,  and  Resurrection  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  other 
Apostles.'  That  the  other  Apostles  preached  the  Resurrection  of 
Jesus  may  be  a  fact,  but  we  have  no  information  as  to  the  precise 
statements  they  made.  We  shall  presently  discuss  the  doctrine 
from  this  point  of  view,  but  here  we  must  confine  ourselves  to  Paul. 
As  for  the  inference  that,  associating  with  the  Apostles,  he  must 
have  been  informed  by  them  of  the  appearances  of  Jesus,  we  may 
say  that  this  by  no  means  follows  so  clearly  as  is  supposed.  Paul 
was  singularly  independent,  and  in  his  writings  he  directly  dis- 
claims all  indebtedness  to  the  elder  Apostles.  He  claims  that  his 
Gospel  is  not  after  man,  nor  was  it  taught  to  him  by  man,  but 
through  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ.*  Now  Paul  himself  informs  us 
of  his  action  after  it  pleased  God  to  reveal  his  Son  in  him  that  he 
might  preach  him  among  the  Gentiles.  It  might,  indeed,  have 
been  reasonably  expected  that  Paul  should  then  have  sought  out 
those  who  could  have  informed  him  of  all  the  extraordinary  occur- 
rences supposed  to  have  taken  place  after  the  death  of  Jesus. 
Paul  does  nothing  of  the  kind.  He  is  apparently  quite  satisfied 
with  his  own  convictions.  "Immediately,"  he  says,  in  his 
characteristic  letter  to  the  Galatians,  "I  communicated  not 
with  flesh  and  blood ;  neither  went  I  away  to  Jerusalem  to 
them  who  were  Apostles  before  me,  but  I  went  away  to  Arabia, 
and  returned  again  unto  Damascus.  Then,  after  three  years,  I 
went  up  to  Jerusalem  to  visit  Cephas,  and  abode  with  him  fifteen 
days;  but  other  of  the  Apostles  saw  I  none,  save  James  the 
brother  of  the  Lord.     Now  the  things  which  I  write,  behold  before 

God  I  lie  not Then  after  fourteen  years  I  went  up  again  to 

Jerusalem  "3 — upon  which  occasion,  we  know,  his  business  was 
not  of  a  nature  to  allow  us  to  suppose  that  he  obtained  much 
information  regarding  the  Resurrection. 

We  may  ask  :  Is  there  that  thirst  for  information  regarding  the 
facts  and  doctrines  of  Christianity  displayed  here,  which  entitles 
us  to  suppose  that  Paul  eagerly  and  minutely  investigated  the 
evidence  for  them?  We  think  not  Paul  made  up  his  own 
mind  in  his  own  way,  and,  having  silently  waited  three  years, 
it  is  not  probable  that  the  questions  which  he  then  asked 
were  of  any  searching  nature.  The  protest  that  he  saw  none  of 
the  other  Apostles  may  prove  his  independence,  but  it  certainly 
does  not  prove  his  anxiety  for  information.  When  Paul  went  up 
to  make  the  acquaintance  of  Cephas  his  object  clearly  was  not  to 
be  taught  by  him,  but  to  place  himself  in  communication  with  the 
man  whom  he  believed  to  be  the  chief  of  the  Apostles,  and,  we 
may  assume,  largely  with  a  view  to  establish  a  friendly  feeling,  and 
secure  recognition  of  his  future  ministry.      We  should  not,  of 

'  I  Con  XV.  II,  12.  «  Gal.  i.  ii,  12.  3  Gal.  i.  16,  18,  ii.  i. 
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course,  be  justified  in  affirming  that  the  conversation  between  the 
two  great  Apostles  never  turned  upon  the  subject  of  the  Resurrec- 
tion; but  we  think  that  it  is  obvious  that  PauFs  visit  was  not  in  the 
least  one  of  investigation.  He  believed ;  he  believed  that  certain 
events  had  occurred  "  according  to  the  Scriptures " ;  and  the 
legitimate  inference  from  Paul's  own  statements  must  be  that,  in 
this  visit  after  three  years,  his  purpose  was  in  no  way  connected 
with  a  search  for  evidential  information.  The  author  of  Acts,  it 
will  be  remembered,  represents  him  as,  before  any  visit  to 
Jerusalem,  publicly  and  boldly  preaching  in  Damascus  that  Jesus 

is  the  Son  of  God,  and  "  confounding  the  Jews proving  that 

this  is  the  Christ."*  This  representation,  it  will  be  admitted,  shows 
an  advanced  condition  of  belief  little  supporting  the  idea  of  subse- 
quent investigation.  When  all  conjectures  are  exhausted,  how- 
ever, we  have  the  one  distinct  fact  remaining  that  Paul  gives  no 
authority  for  his  report  that  Jesus  was  seen  by  the  various  persons 
mentioned,  nor  does  he  furnish  any  means  by  which  we  can  judge 
of  the  nature  and  reality  of  the  alleged  phenomena.  We  continue 
here  to  speak  of  the  appearances  to  others,  reserving  the  appear- 
ance to  himself,  as  standing  upon  a  different  basis,  for  separate 
examination. 

What  is  the  value  of  this  evidence  ?  The  fact  to  be  proved  is 
that,  after  a  man  had  been  crucified,  dead,  and  buried,  he  actually 
rose  from  the  dead,  and  appeared  alive  to  many  persons.  The 
evidence  is  that  Paul,  writing  some  twenty  years  after  the  supposed 
miraculous  occurrences,  states,  without  detailed  information  of  any 
kind,  and  without  pretending  to  have  himself  been  an  eye-witness 
of  the  phenomena,  that  he  has  been  told  that  Jesus  was,  after  his 
death  and  burial,  seen  alive  on  the  occasions  mentioned  !  As  to 
the  Apostle  Paul  himself,  let  it  be  said  in  the  most  emphatic 
manner  possible  that  we  do  not  suggest  the  slightest  suspicion 
of  the  sincerity  of  any  historical  statement  he  makes.  We 
implicitly  accept  the  historical  statements,  as  distinguished  from 
inferences,  which  proceed  ft-om  his  pen.  It  cannot  be  doubted 
that  Paul  was  told  that  such  appearances  had  been  seen.  We  do 
not  question  the  fact  that  he  believed  them  to  have  taken  place  ; 
and  we  shall  hereafter  discuss  the  weight  to  be  attached  to  this 
circumstance.  Does  this,  however,  guarantee  the  truth  of  the 
reports  or  inferences  of  those  who  informed  the  Apostle  ?  Does 
the  mere  passage  of  any  story  or  tradition  through  Paul  necessarily 
transmute  error  into  truth — self-deception  or  hallucination  into 
objective  fact  ?  Are  we — without  any  information  as  to  what  was 
really  stated  to  Paul,  as  to  the  personality  and  character  of  his 
informants,  as  to  the  details  of  what  was  believed  to  have  occurred, 

'  Acts  ix.  20,  22,  27. 
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as  to  the  means  taken  to  test  the  reality  of  the  alleged  phenomafia, 
without  an  opportunity  of  judging  for  ourselves  on  a  single  point — 
'  to  believe  in  the  reality  of  these  appearances  simply  because  Paul 
states  that  he  has  been  informed  that  they  occurred,  and  himself 
believes  the  report? 

So  far  as  the  belief  of  Paul  is  concerned,  we  may  here  remark 
that  his  views  regarding  the  miraculous  Charismata  in  the  Church 
do  not  prepare  us  to  feel  any  confidence  in  the  sobriety  of  his  judg- 
ment in  connection  with  allied  supernatural  occurrences.  We 
have  no  reliance  upon  his  instinctive  mistrust  of  such  statements, 
or  his  imperative  requirement  of  evidence,  but  every  reason  to 
doubt  them.  On  the  other  hand,  without  in  any  way  imputing 
wilful  incorrectness  or  untruth  to  the  reporters  of  such  phenomena, 
let  it  be  remembered  how  important  a  part  inference  has  to  play 
in  the  narrative  of  every  incident,  and  how  easy  it  is  to  draw 
erroneous  inferences  fix>m  bare  facts.'  In  proportion  as  persons 
are  ignorant,  on  the  one  hand,  and  have  their  minds  disturbed,  on 
the  other,  by  religious  depression  or  excitement,  hope,  fear,  or  any 
other  powerful  emotion,  they  are  liable  to  confound  facts  and 
inferences,  and  both  to  see  and  analyse  wrongly.  In  the  case  of 
a  supposed  appearance  alive  of  a  person  believed  to  be  dead,  it 
will  scarcely  be  disputed,  there  are  many  disturbing  elements, 
especially  when  that  person  has  just  died  by  a  cruel  and  shameful 
death,  and  is  believed  to  be  the  Messiah.  The  occurrence  which 
we  at  any  time  see  is,  strictly  speaking,  merely  a  series  of  f^)pear- 
ances,  and  the  actual  nature  of  the  thing  seen  is  determined  in 
our  minds  by  inferences.  How  often  are  these  inferences  correct  ? 
We  venture  to  say  that  the  greater  part  of  the  proverbial  incorrect- 
ness and  inaccuracy  which  prevail  arise  from  the  circumstance 
that  inferences  are  not  distinguished  from  facts,  and  are  constantly 
erroneous.  In  that  age,  under  such  circumstances,  and  with 
Oriental  temperaments,  it  is  absolutely  certain  that  there  was 
exceptional  liability  to  error ;  and  the  fact  that  Paul  repeats  the 
statements  of  unknown  persons,  dependent  so  materially  upon 
inference,  cannot  possibly  warrant  us  in  believing  them  when  they 
contradict  known  laws  which  express  the  results  of  universal 
experience.  It  is  infinitely  more  probable  that  these  persons 
were  mistaken  than  that  a  dead  man  returned  to  life  again,  and 

*  We  may  merely  in  passing  refer  to  the  case  of  Mary  Magdalene  in  the 
fourth  Gospel.  She  sees  a  figure  standing  beside  her,  and  infers  that  it  is  the 
gardener  ;  presently  something  else  occurs  which  leads  her  to  infer  that  she 
was  mistaken  in  her  first  inference,  and  to  infer  next  that  it  is  Jesus.  It  is  a 
narrative  upon  which  no  serious  argument  can  be  based ;  but  had  she  at  first 
turned  away,  her  first  inference  would  have  remained,  and,  according  to  the 
narrative,  have  been  erroneous.  We  might  also  argue  that,  if  further  examina- 
tion had  taken  place,  her  second  inference  might  have  proved  as  erroneous  as 
the  first  is  declared  to  have  been. 
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appeared  to  them.  We  shall  presently  consider  how  much 
importance  is  to  be  attached  to  mere  belief  in  the  occurrence 
of  such  phenomena;  but  with  regard  to  the  appearances  referred  to 
by  Paul,  except  in  so  far  as  they  attest  the  fact  that  certain  persons 
may  have  believed  that  Jesus  appeared  to  them,  such  evidence 
has  not  the  slightest  value,  and  is  indeed  almost  ludicrously 
insufficient  to  establish  the  reality  of  so  stupendous  a  miracle  as 
the  Resurrection.  It  will  have  been  observed  that  of  the  Ascension 
there  is  not  a  word — obviously  for  Paul  the  Resurrection  and 
Ascension  were  one  act. 

Having  so  far  discussed  PauFs  report  that  Jesus  rose  from  the 
dead  and  was  seen  by  others,  we  turn  to  his  statement  that,  last  of 
all,  he  was  seen  also  by  himself.  In  the  former  cases  we  have 
had  to  complain  of  the  total  absence  of  detailed  information  as  to 
the  circumstances  under  which  he  was  supposed  to  have  been 
seen ;  but  it  may  be  expected  that,  at  least  in  his  own  case,  we 
shall  have  full  and  minute  particulars  of  so  interesting  and  extra- 
ordinary a  phenomenon.  Here,  again,  we  are  disappointed.  Paul 
does  not  give  us  a  single  detail.  He  tells  us  neither  when,  where, 
nor  how  he  saw  Jesus.  It  was  all  the  more  important  that  he 
should  have  entered  into  the  particulars  of  this  apparition,  because 
there  is  one  peculiarity  in  his  case  which  requires  notice.  Whereas 
it  may  be  supposed  that  in  the  other  instances  Jesus  is  represented 
as  being  seen  immediately  after  the  Resurrection  and  before  his 
Ascension,  the  appearance  to  Paul  must  be  placed  years  after  that 
occurrence  is  alleged  to  have  taken  place.  The  question,  therefore, 
arises  :  Was  the  appearance  to  Paul  of  the  same  character  as  the 
former  ?  Paul  evidently  considers  that  it  was.  He  uses  the  very 
same  word  when  he  says  "he  was  seen  {&<t>Orj)  by  me,"  that 
he  employs  in  stating  that  "he  was  seen  {ia^drj)  by  Cephas" 
and  the  rest,  and  he  classes  all  the  appearances  together  in  precisely 
the  same  way.  If,  therefore,  Paul  knew  anything  of  the  nature  of 
the  appearances  to  the  others,  and  yet  considers  them  to  have 
been  of  the  same  nature  as  his  own,  an  accurate  account  of  his 
own  vision  might  have  enabled  us  in  some  degree  to  estimate  that 
of  the"  others.  Even  without  this  account,  it  is  something  to  know 
that  Paul  believed  that  there  was  no  difference  between  the  earlier 
and  later  appearances.  And  yet,  if  we  reflect  that  in  the  appear- 
ances immediately  after  the  Resurrection  the  representation  is  that 
Jesus  possessed  the  very  same  body  that  had  hung  on  the  cross 
and  been  laid  in  the  sepulchre,  and  that,  according  to  the  Gospels, 
he  exhibited  his  wounds,  allowed  them  to  be  touched,  assured  the 
disciples  of  his  corporeality  by  permitting  himself  to  be  handled, 
and  even  by  eating  food  in  their  presence,  and  that  in  the  case  of 
Paul  the  appearance  took  place  years  after  Jesus  is  said  to 
have  ascended  into  heaven  arid  sat  down  at  the  right  hand  of 
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God,  the  identity  of  the  apparitions  becomes  a  suggestive 
feature. 

The  testimony  of  Paul  must  at  least  override  that  of  the  Gospels, 
and,  whatever  may  have  been  the  vision  of  Paul,  we  may  fairly 
assume  that  the  vision  of  Peter  and  the  rest  was  like  it.  Beyond 
this  inference,  Paul  gives  us  no  light  with  regard  to  the 
appearance  of  Jesus  to  himself.  He  merely  affirms  that  Jesus  did 
appear  to  him.  "  Have  I  not  seen  Jesus  our  Lord  ?"  he  says  in 
one  place.'  Elsewhere  he  relates :  **  But  when  he  was  pleased, 
who  set  me  apart  from  my  mother's  womb,  and  called  me  through 
his  grace,  to  reveal  his  Son  in  me,  that  I  might  preach  him  among 
the  Gentiles ;  immediately,  I  communicated  not  with  flesh  and 

blood but  I  went  away  into  Arabia  and  returned  again  unto 

Damascus."^  Various  opinions  have  been  expressed  regarding  the 
rendering  of  diroKaXvi/zai,  rhv  vlhv  avrov  €v  i/joL  The  great 
majority  of  critics  agree  that  the  direct  and  natural  sense  must  be 
adopted :  "  to  reveal  his  Son  in  me,"  that  is  to  say,  "  within 
me,"  "in  my  spirit. "3  Others  maintain  that  €v  c/noi  must  be 
rendered  "  through  me,"*  giving  Iv  the  sense  of  8ia ;  but  in  that 
case  the  following  context  would  be  quite  unnecessary.  Hilgen- 
felds  thinks  that  the  meaning  is  "  in  his  person  ";  and  Riickert  and 
a  few  others  read  "  to  me."  The  liberties  taken  by  interpreters  of 
the  New  Testament  with  the  preposition  €v,  too  frequently  from 
preconceived  dogmatic  reasons,  are  remarkable.  The  importance 
of  this  passage  chiefly  lies  in  the  question  whether  the  revelation 
here  referred  to  is  the  same  as  the  appearance  to  him  of  Jesus  of 
the  Corinthian  letter.  Some  critics  incline  to  the  view  that  it  is  so,^ 
whilst  others  consider  that  Paul  does  not  thus  speak  of  his  vision, 
but  rather  of  the  doctrine  concerning  Jesus  which  formed  his 
Gospel,  and  which  Paul  claimed  to  have  received,  not  from  man, 
but  by  revelation  from  God.7  Upon  this  point  we  have  only  a  few 
remarks  to  make.  If  it  be  understood  that  Paul  refers  to  the 
appearance  to  him  of  Jesus,  it  is  clear  that  he  represents  it  in  these 

'  I  Cor.  ix.  I.  «  Gal.  i.  15-17. 

3  So  Alford,  Bisping,  EUicott,  Ewald,  Holtzmann,  Jowett,  Meyer,  Olshausen, 
Schrader,  Usteri,  de  Wette,  Wieseler,  Winer,  Wordsworth,  ad  1.  ;  Baur,  Pau/us, 
i'»  P-  75  f*  J  Holsten,  Zum  Ev.  Pau/usj  u.  s.  w.,  p.  42  f.,  anm. ;  Meijboom, 
Jezu^  OpstancLy  p.  105 ;  Neander,  Pflansmng^  p.  117. 

*  Grotios,  Annot,  in  N.  7*.,  vi.,  p.  553  ;  Baumgarten-Cmsitis,  Br,  an  die 
Gai, ,  p.  26 ;  Lightfoot,  Galaiians^  p.  82. 

5  Der  Galaterbr,^  p.  121. 

*  Baur,  Paulust  i.,  p.  7?  f.  ;  Meijboom, _/««/  OpstantLy  p.  105  f.  ;  JoweU, 
Eps.  of  St.  Pauif  i.,  p.  210  f.,  230  f.  ;  Ewald,  Holtzmann,  Schrader,  Usteri, 
Wieseler,  etc,  in  1. 

7  Holsten,  Zum  ev.  Paul,  u.  s.  w.,  p.  42,  anm.;  Neander,  Pflantungy  p.  117; 
Alford,  Bisping,  Hilgenfeld,  Lightfoot,  Meyer,  de  Wette,  Wordsworth,  etc., 
in  1. 
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words  as  a  subjective  vision,  within  his  own  consciousness.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  do  not  refer  to  the  appearance,  then  the 
passage  loses  all  distinct  reference  to  that  occurrence.  We  do  not 
intend  to  lay  any  further  stress  upon  the  expression  than  this,  and 
it  is  fair  to  add  that  we  do  not  think  there  is  any  special  reference 
to  the  apparition  of  Jesus  in  the  passage,  but  simply  an  allusion  to 
his  conversion  to  Christianity,  which  the  Apostle  considered  a 
revelation  in  his  mind  of  the  true  character  and  work  of  the 
Christ  which  had  previously  been  so  completely  misunderstood  by 
him.  We  may  as  well  say  at  once  that  we  desire  to  take  the 
argument  in  its  broadest  form,  without  wasting  time  by  showing 
that  Paul  himself  uses  language  which  seems  to  indicate  that  he 
recognised  the  appearance  of  Jesus  to  have  been  merely  subjective. 
The  only  other  passage  which  we  need  now  mention  is  the  account 
which  Paul  gives,  2  Cor.  xii.  2  f.,  of  his  being  caught  up  to  the 
third  heaven.  A  few  critics  consider  that  this  may  be  the  occasion 
on  which  Jesus  appeared  to  him,  to  which  he  refers  in  the  passage 
of  the  former  letter  which  we  are  considering;*  but  the  great 
majority  are  opposed  to  the  supposition.  In  any  case  there  is  no 
evidence  that  the  occasions  are  identical,  and  we  therefore  are  not 
entitled  to  assume  that  they  are  so. 

It  will  have  been  observed  that  we  have  hitherto  confined  our 
attention  wholly  to  the  undoubted  writings  of  Paul.  Were  there 
no  other  reason  than  the  simple  fact  that  we  are  examining  the 
evidence  of  Paul  himself,  and  have,  therefore,  to  do  with  that 
evidence  alone,  we  should  be  thoroughly  justified  in  this  course. 
It  is  difficult  to  clear  the  mind  of  statements  regarding  Paul  and 
his  conversion  which  are  made  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  but  it 
is  absolutely  essential  that  we  should  understand  clearly  what  Paul 
himself  tells  us  and  what  he  does  not  tell  us,  for  the  present  totally 
excluding  Acts.  What,  then,  does  Paul  himself  tell  us  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  he  saw  Jesus  ?  Absolutely  nothing. 
The  whole  of  his  evidence  for  the  Resurrection  consists  in  the  bare 
statement  that  he  did  see  Jesus.  Now,  can  the  fact  that  any  man 
merely  affirms,  without  even  stating  the  circumstances,  that  a 
person  once  actually  dead  and  buried  has  risen  from  the  dead  and 
been  seen  by  him,  be  seriously  considered  satisfactory  evidence  for 
so  astounding  a  miracle  ?  Is  it  possible  for  anyone  of  sober  mind, 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  proposition,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  with  the  innumerable  possibilities  of  error,  on  the  other,  to 
regard  such  an  affirmation  even  as  evidence  of  much  importance 
in  such  a  matter  ?  We  venture  to  say  that,  in  such  a  case,  an 
affirmation  of  this  nature,  even  made  by  a  man  of  high  character 
and  ability,  would  possess  little  weight.     If  the  person  making  it, 

'  Dr.  Jowett  Ihinks  this  not  improbable  {The  Epistles  of  St.  Poult  i.,  p.  229). 
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although  of  the  highest  honour,  were  known  to  suppose  himself 
the  subject  of  constant  revelations  and  visions,  and  if,  perhaps,  he 
had  a  constitutional  tendency  to  nervous  excitement  and  ecstatic 
trance,  his  evidence  would  have  no  weight  at  all.  We  shall 
presently  have  to  speak  of  this  more  in  detail  in  connection  with 
Paul.  Such  an  allegation,  even  supported  by  the  fullest  informa- 
tion and  most  circumstantial  statement,  could  not  establish  the 
reality  of  the  miracle ;  without  them,  it  has  no  claim  to  belief. 
What  is  the  value  of  a  person's  testimony  who  simply  makes  an 
affirmation  of  some  important  matter,  unaccompanied  by  particulars, 
and  the  truth  of  which  cannot  be  subjected  to  the  test  of  even  the 
slightest  cross-examination  ?  It  is  worth  nothing.  It  would  not 
be  received  at  all  in  a  Court  of  Justice.  If  we  knew  the  whole  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  apparition  to  Paul,  from  which  he  inferred 
that  he  had  seen  the  risen  Jesus,  the  natural  explanation  of  the 
supposed  miracle  might  be  easy.  We  have  only  the  bare  report 
of  a  man  who  states  that  he  had  seen  Jesus,  unconfirmed  by  any 
witnesses.  Under  no  circumstances  could  isolated  evidence  like 
this  be  of  much  value.  The  facts  and  inferences  are  alike  with- 
out corroboration,  but  on  the  other  hand  are  contradicted  by 
universal  experience. 

When  we  analyse  the  evidence,  it  is  reduced  to  this:  Paul 
believed  that  he  had  seen  Jesus.  This  belief  constitutes  the  whole 
of  Paul's  evidence  for  the  Resurrection.  It  is  usual  to  argue 
that  the  powerful  effect  which  this  belief  produced  upon  his 
life  and  teaching  renders  it  of  extraordinary  force  as  testimony. 
This  we  are  not  prepared  to  admit.  If  the  assertion  that  Jesus 
appeared  to  him  had  not  been  believed  by  Paul,  it  would  not 
have  secured  a  moment's  attention.  That  this  conviction 
affected  his  life  was  the  inevitable  consequence  of  such  belief. 
Paul  eminently  combined  works  with  faith  in  his  ovm  life.  Whai 
he  believed  Jesus  to  be  an  impostor,  he  did  not  content  himself 
with  sneering  at  human  credulity,  but  vigorously  persecuted  his 
followers.  When  he  came  to  believe  Jesus  to  be  the  Messiah,  he 
was  not  more  inactive,  but  became  the  irrepressible  Apostle  of  the 
Gentiles.  He  acted  upon  his  convictions  in  both  cases  ;  but  his 
persecution  of  Christianity  no  more  proved  Jesus  to  be  an 
impostor  than  his  preaching  of  Christianity  proved  Jesus  to 
be  the  Messiah.  It  only  proved  that  he  believed  so.  He  was  as 
earnest  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  We  repeat,  therefore,  that 
the  evidence  of  Paul  for  the  Resurrection  amounts  to  nothing 
more  than  the  belief  that  Jesus  had  been  seen  by  him.  We 
shall  presently  further  examine  the  value  of  this  belief  as 
evidence  for  so  astounding  a  miracle. 

We  must  not  form  exaggerated  conceptions  of  the  effect  upon 
Paul  of  the  appearance  to  him  of  Jesus.     That  his  convictions  and 
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views  of  Christianity  were  based  upon  the  reality  of  the  Resurrec- 
tion is  undeniable ;  and  that  they  received  powerful  confirmation 
and  impulse  through  his  vision  of  Jesus  is  also  not  to  be  doubted ; 
but  let  us  clear  our  minds  of  representations  derived  from  other 
sources,  and  understand  what  Paul  himself  does  and  does  not 
say  of  this  vision ;  and  for  this  purpose  we  must  confine  our- 
selves to  the  undoubted  writings  of  the  Apostle.  Does  Paul  him- 
self ascribe  his  conversion  to  Christianity  to  the  fact  of  his  having 
seen  Jesus  ?  Most  certainly  not.  That  is  a  notion  derived  solely 
from  the  statements  in  Acts.  The  sudden  and  miraculous  con- 
version of  Paul  is  a  product  of  the  same  pen  which  produced  the 
story  of  the  sudden  conversion  of  the  thief  on  the  cross — an  episode 
equally  unknown  to  other  writers.  Paul  neither  says  when  nor 
where  he  saw  Jesus.  The  revelation  of  God's  Son  in  him  not 
being  an  allusion  to  this  vision  of  Jesus,  but  merely  a  reference  to 
the  light  which  dawned  upon  Paul's  mind  as  to  the  character  and 
mission  of  Jesus,  there  is  no  ground  whatever,  from  the  writings  of 
the  Apostle  himself,  to  connect  the  appearance  of  Jesus  with  his 
conversion.  The  statement  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians 
simply  amounts  to  this :  When  it  pleased  him  who  elected  him 
from  his  mother's  womb,  and  called  him  by  his  grace,  to  reveal  to 
his  mind  the  truth  concerning  his  Son,  that  he  might  preach  him 
among  the  Gentiles,  he  communicated  not  with  flesh  and  blood, 
neither  did  he  go  up  to  Jerusalem  to  those  who  were  Apostles 
before  him,  but  immediately  went  away  to  Arabia,  and  after  that 
returned  again  to  Damascus.  It  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that 
Paul  here  refers  to  his  change  of  views — to  his  conversion — but  as 
little  can  it  be  doubted  that  he  does  not  ascribe  that  conversion  to 
the  appearance  to  him  of  Jesus  spoken  of  in  the  Corinthian  letter. 
Let  any  reader  who  honestly  desires  to  ascertain  the  exact 
position  of  the  case  ask  himself  the  simple  question  whether, 
supposing  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  never  to  have  existed,  it  is 
possible  to  deduce  from  this,  or  any  other  statement  of  Paul,  that 
he  actually  ascribes  his  conversion  to  the  fact  that  Jesus  appeared 
to  him  in  a  sup>ernatural  manner.  He  may  possibly  in  some 
degree  base  his  apostolic  claims  upon  that  appearance,  although  it 
may  be  doubted  how  far  he  does  even  this ;  if  he  did  so,  it  would 
only  prove  the  reality  of  his  belief  but  not  the  reality  of  the  vision  j 
but  there  is  no  evidence  whatever  in  the  writings  of  Paul  that  he 
connected  his  conversion  with  the  appearance  of  Jesus,  All  that 
we  can  Intimately  infer  seems  to  be  that,  before  his  adoption  of 
Christianity,  he  had  persecuted  the  Church  ;^  and  further  it  may 
be  gathered  from  the  passage  in  the  Galatian  letter  that  at  the 
time  when  this  change  occurred  he  was  at  Damascus.     At  least  he 

*  I  Cor.  XV.  9. 
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says  that  from  Arabia  he  "  returned  again  to  Damascus,"  which 
seems  to  imply  that  he  first  went  from  that  city  to  Arabia.     When 
we  consider  the  expressions  in  the  two  letters,  it  becomes  apparent 
that  Paul  does  not  set  forth  any  instantaneous  conversion  of  the 
character  related  elsewhere.     To  the  Galatians  he  describes  his 
election  from  his  mother's  womb  and  call  by  the  grace  of  God  as 
antecedent  to  the  revelation  of  his  Son  in  him  :  "  When  he  who 
separated  me  from  my  mother's  womb  and  called  me  by  his  grace 
was  pleased  to  reveal  his  Son  in  me,  that  I  might  preach  him 
among  the  Gentiles,"  etc.     And  if  the  reading  "  through  me  "  be 
adopted,   the  sense  we  are    pointing    out    becomes  still   more 
apparent.     In  the  Corinthian  letter  again,  the  expressions  should 
be  remarked :  Verse  8.  "  And  last  of  all  he  was  seen  by  me  also, 
as  the  one  bom  out  of  due  time.     9.  For  I  am  the  least  of  the 
Apostles,  that  am  not  fit  to  be  called  an  Apostle,  because  I  perse- 
cuted the  Church  of  God;  10.  but  by  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what 
I  am  :  and  his  grace  which  was  (bestowed)  upon  me  was  not  in 
vain,  but  I  laboured  more  abundantly  than  they  all,  yet  not  I,  but 
the  grace  of  God  with  me.     11.  Whether,  therefore,  it  were  I  or 
they,  so  we  preach,  and  so  ye  believed."'     Peter  sees  Jesus  first, 
Paul  sees  him  last ;  and  as  the  thought  uppermost  in  his  mind  in 
writing  this  Epistle  was  the  parties  in  the  Corinthian  Church,  and 
the  opposition  to  himself  and  denial  even  of  his  Apostleship,  the 
mention  of  his  having  seen  Jesus  immediately  leads  him  to  speak 
of  his  apostolic  claims.     "  Am  I  not  an  Apostle  ?  have  I  not  seen 
Jesus  our  Lord  ?"  he  had  just  before  exclaimed,  and  proceeded  to 
defend  himself  against  his  opponents  :  here,  again,  he  reverts  to  the 
same  subject,  with  proud  humility  calling  himself,  on   the  one 
hand,  "  the  least  of  the  Apostles,"  but,  on  the  other,  asserting  that 
he  had  "  laboured  more  abundantly  than  they  all."     He  is  led  to 
contrast  his  past  life  with  his  present;  the  time  when  he  persecuted 
the  Church  with  that  in  which  he  built  it  up.     There  is,  however, 
no  allusion  to  any  miraculous  conversion  when  he  says,  "  by  the 
grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am."     He  may  consider  his  having  seen 
the  Lord  and  become  a  witness  of  his  resurrection  one  part  of  his 
qualification  for  the  Apostolate,  but  assuredly  he  does  not  repre- 
sent this  as  the  means  of  his  conversion. 

We  shall  not  pause  to  discuss  at  length  how  far  being  a  witness 
for  the  Resurrection  really  was  made  a  necessary  qualification  for 
the  apostolic  office.  The  passages,  Luke  xxiv.  48,  Acts  i.  22,  ii. 
32,  upon  which  the  theory  mainly  rests,  are  not  evidence  of  the 
fact  which  can  for  a  moment  be  accepted.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
Twelve  were  Apostles  from  having  been  chosen  disciples  of  the 
Master  from  the  commencement  of  his  active  career,  and  not  from 

»  I  Cor.  XV.  8. 
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any  fortuitous  circumstance  at  its  close.  If  Paul  says,  "  Am  I 
not  an  Apostle?  Have  I  not  seen  Jesus  our  Lord?"  he 
continues  :  "Are  ye  not  my  work  in  the  Lord?  If  I  am  not  an 
Apostle  unto  others,  yet  I  am  at  least  to  you  :  for  the  seal  of  mine 
Apostleship  are  ye  in  the  Lord.  My  defence  to  them  that  examine 
me  is  this."'  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  claims  of  Paul  to 
the  Apostolate  were,  during  his  life,  constantly  denied,  and  his 
authority  rejected.  As  we  have  elsewhere  pointed  out,  there  is  no 
evidence  that  his  Apostleship  was  ever  recognised  by  the  elder 
Apostles,  nor  that  his  claim  was  ever  submitted  to  them.  Even 
in  the  second  century  the  Clementine  Homilies  deny  him  the 
honour,  and  make  light  of  his  visions  and  revelations.  All  the 
evidence  we  possess  shows  that  PauFs  vision  of  Jesus  did  not 
secure  for  him  much  consideration  in  his  own  time — a  circumstance 
which  certainly  does  not  tend  to  establish  its  reality. 

What  weight  can  we,  then,  attach  to  the  representation  in  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles  of  the  conversion  of  Paul?  Our  examination 
of  that  work  has  sufficiently  shown  that  none  of  its  statements  can 
be  received  as  historical.  Where  we  have  been  able  to  compare 
them  with  the  Epistles  of  Paul,  they  have  not  been  in  agreement. 
Nothing  could  be  more  obvious  than  the  contradiction  between 
the  narrative  of  Paul's  conduct  after  his  conversion,  according  to 
Acts,  and  the  account  which  Paul  gives  in  the  Galatian  letter. 
We  need  not  repeat  the  demonstrj^ion  here.  Where  we  possess 
the  means  of  comparison  we  discover  the  inaccuracy  of  Acts. 
Why  should  we  suppose  that  which  we  cannot  compare  more 
accurate  ?  So  far  as  our  argument  is  concerned,  it  matters  very 
little  whether  we  exclude  the  narrative  of  the  conversion  of  Acts  or 
not.  We  point  out,  however,  that  there  is  no  confirmation  what- 
ever in  the  writings  of  Paul  of  the  representation  of  his  conversion 
by  means  of  a  vision  of  Jesus,  which,  upon  all  considerations,  may 
much  more  reasonably  be  assigned  to  a  somewhat  later  period. 
If  we  ventured  to  conjecture,  we  should  say  that  the  author  of 
Acts  has  expanded  the  scattered  sayings  of  Paul  into  this  narrative, 
making  the  miraculous  conversion  by  a  personal  interposition  of 
Jesus,  which  he  therefore  relates  no  less  than  three  times,  counter- 
balance the  disadvantage  of  his  not  having  followed  Jesus  in  the 
flesh.  It  is  curious  that  he  has  introduced  the  bare  statement  into 
the  third  S5moptic,  that  Jesus  "  was  seen  by  Simon "  {&<\>0r) 
2tfMDi't),»  which  ncMie  of  the  other  Evangelists  mentions,  but 
which  he  may  have  found,  without  further  particulars,  w<^^ 
Kt7<^  in  the  Epistle  whence  he  derived,  perhaps,  materials  for 
the  other  story.  In  no  case  can  the  narrative  in  Acts  be 
received  as  evidence  of  the  slightest  value;   but  in  order  not 

.  '  I  Cor.  ix.  1-3.  '  Luke  xxiv.  34. 
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to  pass  over  even  such  statements  in  silence,  we  shall  very  briefly 
examine  it. 

The  narrative  is  repeated  thrice :  in  the  first  instance  (ix.  i  f.)  as 
a  historical  account  of  the  transaction ;  next  (xxii.  4  f.)  introduced 
into  a  speech  supposed  to  be  delivered  by  Paul  to  the  Jews  when 
taken  prisoner  in  consequence  of  their  uproar  on  finding  him  in 
the  Temple  purifying  himself  with  the  four  men  who  had  a  vow — 
a  position  which  cannot  historically  be  reconciled  with  the  character 
and  views  of  Paul ;  and,  thirdly,  again  put  into  the  mouth  of  the 
Apostle  (xxvi.  9  f.)  when  he  pleads  his  cause  before  King  Agrippa, 
Paul  is  represented  in  the  headlong  career  of  persecuting  the 
Church,  and  going  with  letters  from  the  high  priest  empowering 
him  to  bring  Christian  men  and  women  bound  unto  Jerusalem. 
"And  as  he  journeyed,  it  came  to  pass  that  he  drew  nigh  to 
Damascus,  and  suddenly  there  shone  round  about  him  a  light  out 
of  the  heaven,  and  he  fell  upon  the  earth  and  heard  a  voice  saying 
unto  him :  Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutest  thou  me  ?  And  he  said, 
Who  art  thou,  Lord?  And  he  said,  I  am  Jesus  whom  thou  perse- 
cutest. But  rise  and  go  into  the  city,  and  it  shall  be  told  thee 
what  thou  must  do."*  In  the  second  account  there  is  so  for 
no  very  wide  discrepancy,  but  there,  as  in  the  third,  the  time  is 
said  to  be  about  noon.  There  is  a  very  considerable  difference  in 
the  third  account,  however,  more  especially  in  the  report  of  what 
is  said  by  the  voice :  xxvi.  1 3.  "  At  mid-day,  O  King,  I  saw  in  the 
way  a  light  from  heaven,  above  the  brightness  of  the  sun,  shining 
round  about  me  and  those  journeying  with  me ;  14.  and  when  we 
all  fell  to  the  earth,  I  heard  a  voice  saying  unto  me  in  the  Hebrew 
tongue :  Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutest  thou  me  ?  it  is  hard  for  thee 
to  kick  against  pricks.  1 5.  And  I  said :  Who  art  thou,  Lord  ? 
And  the  Lord  said :  I  am  Jesus  whom  thou  persecutest  16.  But 
rise  and  stand  upon  thy  feet ;  for  I  was  seen  by  thee  for  this 
purpose,  to  choose  thee  a  minister  and  a  witness  both  of  these 
things  which  thou  sawest,  and  of  the  things  in  which  I  will  appear 
unto  thee;  17.  delivering  thee  from  the  people  and  from  the 
Gentiles,  unto  whom  I  send  thee ;  18.  to  open  their  eyes,  that 
they  may  turn  them  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of 
Satan  unto  God,  that  they  may  receive  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  a 
lot  among  them  which  are  sanctified  by  faith  that  is  in  me."' 

It  will  be  admitted  that  this  address  is  widely  different  from  that 
reported  in  the  two  earlier  accounts.  Apologists  argue  that  in  this 
third  narrative  Paul  has  simply  transferred  from  Ananias  to  Jesus 
the  message  delivered  to  him  by  the  former,  according  to  the 
second  account.  Let  us  first  see  what  Ananias  is  there  repre- 
sented as  saying.     Acts  xxii.  14 :  "  And  he  said :  The  God  of  our 

'  Acts  ix.  3  ;  cf.  xxii.  6-8,  la  '  Acts.  xxvi.  .13. 
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fathers  chose  thee,  to  know  his  will  and  to  see  the  Righteous 
One;'  15.  for  thou  shalt  be  a  witness  to  him  unto  all  men  of 
what  thou  hast  seen  and  heard.  "=»  Now,  Paul  clearly  professes  in 
the  speech  which  he  is  represented  as  delivering  before  Agrippa  to 
state  what  the  voice  said  to  him  ;  "  And  he  said,"  "  and  I  said," 
"  and  he  said,"  distinctly  convey  the  meaning  that  the  report  is  to 
be  what  was  actually  said.  If  the  sense  of  what  Ananias  said  to  him 
is  embodied  in  part  of  the  address  ascribed  to  the  voice,  it  is 
strangely  altered  and  put  into  the  first  person ;  but,  beyond  this, 
there  is  much  added  which  appears  neither  in  the  speech  of 
Ananias  nor  anywhere  else  in  any  of  the  narratives.  If  we 
further  compare  the  instructions  given  to  Ananias  in  the  vision  of 
the  first  narrative  with  his  words  in  the  second  and  those  ascribed 
to  the  voice  in  the  third,  we  shall  see  that  these  again  diifer  very 
materially.  Acts  ix.  15.  "But  the  Lord  said  unto  him  :  Go;  for 
this  man  is  a  chosen  vessel  unto  me,  to  bear  my  name  before 
Gentiles  and  kings,  and  the  sons  of  Israel :  1 6.  For  I  will  show 
him  how  great  things  he  must  suffer  for  my  name's  sake."3  What 
must  we  think  of  a  writer  who  deals  so  freely  with  his  materials, 
and  takes  such  liberties  even  with  so  serious  a  matter  as  this 
heavenly  vision  and  the  words  of  the  glorified  Jesus  ? 

In  the  third  account  Jesus  is  represented  as  saying :  **  It  is 
hard  for  thee  to  kick  against  pricks."^  This  is  a  well-known 
proverbial  saying,  frequently  used  by  classical  Greek  and  Latin 
authors,^  and  not  altogether  strange  to  Hebrew.  It  is  a  singularly 
anthropomorphic  representation  to  put  such  a  saying  into  the 
mouth  of  the  divine  apparition,  and  it  assists  in  betraying  the 
mundane  origin  of  the  whole  scene.  Another  point  deserving 
consideration  is  that  Paul  is  not  told  what  he  is  to  do  by  the  voice 
of  Jesus,  but  is  desired  to  go  into  the  city  to  be  there  instructed 
by  Ananias.  This  is  clearly  opposed  to  PauPs  own  repeated 
asseverations.  "  For  neither  did  I  receive  it  from  man  nor  was 
taught  it,  but  through  a  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ,"^  is  his  state- 
ment. The  details  of  the  incident  itself,  moreover,  are  differently 
stated  in  the  various  accounts,  and  cannot  be  reconciled.  Accord- 
ing to  the  first  account,  the  companions  of  Paul "  stood  speechless" 

'  It  will  be  remembered  that  this  epithet  occars  in  Acts  ill.  14,  vii.  52,  and 
nowhere  else  in  the  New  Testament. 

»  Acts  xxii.  14.  3  /^.j  ix.  15. 

*  xxvi.  14.  This  phrase  was  introduced  into  Acts  ix.  5  of  the  Authorised 
Version  by  Erasmus  from  the  Vulgate  ;  but  it  is  not  found  there  in  any  Greek 
MS.  of  the  slightest  authority. 

5  Cf.  vEsch.,  Prompt  323;  Agunum.t  1633;  Eurip.,  Bacch,,  791 ;  Pindar., 
Pyth,,  ii.  173  ;  Terent.,  Phomi.,  i.  2,  27;  Plaut.,  Trtu.,  iv.  2,  59.  Baum- 
garten,  Beelen,  Grotius,  Hackett,  Humphrey,  Kuinoel,  Meyer,  Olshausen, 
Overbeck,  Wetstein,  De  Welle,  Wordsworth,  etc.,  in  1.  Zeller,  Apg.^  p.  193, 
anm.  i.  ^  Gal.  i.  11  f. 
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(ix.  7);  in  the  third,  they  "all  fell  to  the  earth"  (xxvi.  14). 
The  explanation  that  they  first  fell  to  the  ground  and  then  rose  up 
fails  satisfactorily  to  harmonise  the  two  statements ;  as  does  like- 
wise the  suggestion  that  the  first  expression  is  simply  an  idiomatic 
mode  of  saying  that  they  were  speechless,  independent  of  position. 
Then  again,  in  the  first  account,  it  is  said  that  the  men  stood 
speechless,  "  hearing  the  voice  (aKovoyres  r^s  ffxovTjs),  but  seeing  no 
one."*  In  the  second  we  are  told  :  "  And  they  that  were  with  me 
saw  indeed  the  light ;  but  they  heard  not  the  voice  (rrfv  Kj^vriv 
ovK  ^Kova-av)  of  him  speaking  to  me."'  No  two  statements  could 
be  more  contradictory.  The  attempt  to  reconcile  them  by 
explaining  the  verb  aKovco  in  the  one  place  "  to  hear  "  and  in  the 
other  "  to  understand  "  is  inadmissible,  because  wholly  arbitrary. 
It  is  quite  obvious  that  the  word  is  used  in  the  same  sense  in  both 
passages,  the  difference  being  merely  the  negative.  In  the  third 
account  the  voice  is  described  as  speaking  "in  the  Hebrew 
tongue, "3  which  was  probably  the  native  tongue  of  the  companions 
of  Paul  from  Jerusalem.  If  they  heard  the  voice  speaking 
Hebrew,  they  must  have  understood  it.  The  effort  to  make  the 
vision  clearly  objective,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  confine  it  to 
Paul,  leads  to  these  complications.  The  voice  is  heard,  though  the 
speaker  is  not  seen,  by  the  men  in  the  one  story,  whilst  the  light  is 
seen  and  the  voice  not  heard  in  the  other,  and  yet  it  speaks  in  Hebrew 
according  to  the  third,  and  even  makes  use  of  classical  proverbs, 
and  uses  language  wondrously  similar  to  that  of  the  author  of  Acts. 
We  may  remark  here  that  Paul's  Gospel  was  certainly  not 
revealed  to  him  upon  this  occasion;  and,  therefore,  the  expressions 
in  his  Epistles  upon  this  subject  must  be  referred  to  other 
revelations.  There  is,  however,  another  curious  point  to  be 
observed.  Paul  is  not  described  as  having  actually  seen  Jesus  in 
the  vision.  According  to  the  first  two  accounts,  a  light  shines 
round  about  him,  and  he  falls  to  the  ground  and  hears  a  voice ; 
when  he  rises  he  is  blind.*  If,  in  the  third  account,  he  sees  the 
light  from  heaven  above  the  brightness  of  the  sun  shining  round 
about  him  and  his  companions,5  they  equally  see  it  according  to 
the  second  account.^  The  blindness,  therefore,  is  miraculous  and 
symbolic,  for  the  men  are  not  blinded  by  the  light.'  It  is  singular 
that  Paul  nowhere  refers  to  this  blindness  in  his  letters.  It  cannot 
be  doubted  that  the  writer's  purpose  is  to  symbolise  the  very 
change  from  darkness  to  light,  in  the  case  of  Paul,  which,  after 
Old  Testament  prophecies,  is  referred  to  in  the  words  ascribed, 
in  the  third  account,^  to  the  voice.     Paul,  thus,  only  sees   the 

*  Acts  ix.  7.  »  /d.f  xxii.  9.  3  /^.^  xxvi,  14. 

♦  Acts  ix.  3,  4,  8,  xxii.  6,  7,  ii.  5  xxvi.  13. 
^  xxii.  9.                7  xxii.  1 1  does  not  refute  this.  ®  xxvi.  18. 
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light  which  surrounds  the  glorified  Jesus,  but  not  his  own  person, 
and  the  identification  proceeds  only  from  the  statement :  "  I  am 
Jesus  whom  thou  persecutest."  It  is  true  that  the  expression  is 
strangely  put  into  the  mouth  of  Jesus,  in  the  third  account :  "  for 
I  was  seen  by  thee  ((a^Orjv  a-oi)  for  this  purpose,"  etc.;'  but  the 
narrative  excludes  the  actual  sight  of  the  speaker,  and  it  is  scarcely 
possible  to  read  the  words  just  quoted,  and  their  context,  without 
being  struck  by  their  incongruity.  We  need  not  indicate  the 
sources  of  this  representation  of  light  shrouding  the  heavenly 
vision,  so  common  in  the  Old  Testament.  Before  proceeding  to 
the  rest  of  the  account,  we  may  point  out  in  passing  the  similarity 
of  the  details  of  this  scene  to  the  vision  of  Daniel  x.  7-9. 

Returning  to  the  first  narrative,  we  are  told  that,  about 
the  same  time  as  this  miracle  was  occurring  to  Paul,  a 
supernatural  communication  was  being  made  to  Ananias  in 
Damascus :  ix.  10.  "And  to  him  said  the  Lord  in  a  vision : 
Ananias.  And  he  said.  Behold  I  am  here.  Lord.  11.  And  the 
Lord  said  unto  him :  Rise  and  go  to  the  street  which  is  called 
Straight,  and  inquire  in  the  house  of  Judas  for  one  called  Saul,  of 
Tarsus;  for,  behold  he  prayeth;  12.  and  he  saw  a  man  named 
Ananias,  who  came  in  and  put  his  hand  on  him  that  he  might 
receive  sight.  13.  But  Ananias  answered,  Lord,  I  heard  fi-om 
many  concerning  this  man,  how  much  evil  he  did  to  thy  saints  in 
Jerusalem  :  14.  And  here  he  hath  authority  from  the  chief  priests 
to  bind  all  that  call  on  thy  name.  15.  But  the  Lord  said.  Go, 
etc.  (quoted  above).  17.  And  Ananias  went  away,  and  entered 
into  the  house ;  and  having  put  his  hands  on  him  said :  Brother 
Saul,  the  Lord  hath  sent  me,  even  Jesus  that  appeared  unto  thee 
in  the  way  by  which  thou  camest,  that  thou  mightest  receive 
sight  and  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit.  18.  And  immediately 
there  fell  from  his  eyes  as  it  were  scales ;  and  he  received  sight, 
rose  up,  and  was  baptised,  and  having  taken  food  was  strength- 
ened." We  have  already  had  occasion  to  point  out,  in  connection 
with  the  parallelism  kept  up  in  Acts  between  the  Apostle  of  the 
Gentiles  and  the  Apostle  of  the  Circumcision,  that  a  similar 
double  vision  is  narrated  by  the  author  as  occurring  to  Peter 
and  Cornelius.  Some  further  vision  is  referred  to  in  v.  12;  for 
in  no  form  of  the  narrative  of  Paul's  vision  on  the  way  to  Damascus 
is  he  represented  as  seeing  a  man  named  Ananias  coming  to  him 
for  the  purpose  described.  Many  questions  are  suggested  by  the 
story  just  quoted.  How  did  Ananias  know  that  Paul  had 
authority  from  the  chief  priests  to  arrest  any  one  ?  How  could 
he  argue  in  such  a  way  with  the  Lord  ?  Did  he  not  then  know 
that  Jesus  had  appeared  to  Paul  on  the  way  ?     How  did  he  get 


*  XX vi.  16. 
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that  information?  Is  it  not  an  extraordinary  thing  that  Paul 
never  mentions  Ananias  in  any  of  his  letters,  nor  in  any  way  alludes 
to  these  miracles?  We  have  already  referred  to  the  symbolic 
nature  of  the  blindness  and  recovery  of  sight  on  receiving  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  being  baptised,  and  this  is  rendered  still  more 
apparent  by  the  statement :  v.  9.  "And  he  was  three  days  without 
sight,  and  neither  did  eat  nor  drink." 

We  may  further  point  out  that  in  immediate  connection  with 
this  episode  Paul  is  represented,  in  the  second  account,  as  stating 
that,  on  going  to  Jerusalem,  he  has  another  vision  of  Jesus : 
xxii.  1 7.  "  And  it  came  to  pass  that,  when  I  retiuned  to  Jerusalem 
and  was  praying  in  the  Temple,  I  was  in  a  trance,  18.  and  saw  him 
saying  unto  me :  Make  haste,  and  get  thee  quickly  out  of  Jeru- 
salem ;  for  they  will  not  receive  thy  witness  concerning  me.  19. 
And  I  said  :  Lord,  they  themselves  know  that  I  was  wont  to 
imprison  and  beat  in  every  synagc^ue  them  that  believe  on  thee. 
20.  And  when  the  blood  of  Stephen,  thy  witness,  was  shed,  I  also 
was  standing  by  and  consenting,  and  keeping  the  garments  of  them 
that  slew  him.  21.  And  he  said  unto  me:  Gro,  for  I  will  send 
thee  far  hence  unto  the  Gentiles."  It  seems  impossible,  con- 
sidering the  utter  silence  of  Paul,  that  the  apparition  to  which 
he  refers  can  have  spoken  to  him  as  described  upon  these  occa- 
sions. We  have  elsewhere  remarked  that  there  is  not  the  slightest 
evidence  in  his  own  or  other  writings  connecting  Stephen  with 
Paul,  and  it  may  be  appropriate  to  add  here  that,  supposing  him 
to  have  been  present  when  the  martyr  exclaimed,  "  Lo,  I  behold 
the  heavens  opened,  and  the  Son  of  Man  standing  on  the  right 
hand  of  God,"'  it  is  singular  that  he  does  not  name  him  as  one  of 
those  by  whom  Jesus  "  was  seen." 

To  resume  this  discussion,  however :  we  have  already  shown 
that  the  statements  of  the  Acts  regarding  Paul's  conduct  after  this 
alleged  vision  are  distinctly  in  contradiction  with  the  statements  of 
Paul.  The  explanation  here  given  of  the  cause  of  Paul's  leaving 
Jerusalem,  moreover,  is  not  in  agreement  with  Acts  ix.  29  f.,  and 
much  less  with  Gal.  i.  20  f.  The  three  narratives  themselves  are 
full  of  irreconcilable  differences  and  incongruities,  which  destroy 
all  reasonable  confidence  in  any  substantial  basis  for  the  story.  It 
is  evident  that  the  three  narratives  are  from  the  same  pen,  and 
betray  the  composition  of  the  author  of  Acts.  They  cannot  be 
regarded  as  true  history.  The  hand  of  the  composer  is  very 
apparent  in  the  lavish  use  of  the  miraculous,  so  characteristic  of 
the  whole  work.  Such  a  narrative  cannot  be  received  in  evidence. 
The  whole  of  the  testimony  before  us,  then,  simply  amounts  to 
this  :  Paul  believed  that  he  had  seen  Jesus  some  years  after  his 


'  vii.  56. 
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death ;  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  ever  saw  him  during  his  life. 
He  states  that  he  had  "  received "  that  he  was  seen  by  various 
other  persons,  but  he  does  not  give  the  slightest  information  as  to 
who  told  him,  or  what  reasons  he  had  for  believing  the  statements 
to  be  correct ;  and  still  less  does  he  narrate  the  particulars  of  the 
alleged  appearances,  or  even  of  his  own  vision.  Although  we  have 
no  detailed  statements  of  these  extraordinary  phenomena,  we  may 
assume  that,  as  Paul  himself  believed  that  he  had  seen  Jesus, 
certain  other  people  of  the  circle  of  his  disciples  likewise  believed 
that  they  had  seen  the  risen  Master.  The  whole  of  the  evidence 
for  the  Resurrection  reduces  itself  to  an  undefined  belief  on  the 
part  of  a  few  persons,  in  a  notoriously  superstitious  age,  that  after 
Jesus  had  died  and  been  buried  they  had  seen  him  alive.  These 
visions,  it  is  admitted,  occurred  at  a  time  of  the  most  intense 
religious  excitement,  and  under  circumstances  of  wholly  excep- 
tional mental  agitation  and  distress.  The  wildest  alternations  of 
fear,  doubt,  hope,  and  indefinite  expectation  added  their  effects  to 
oriental  imaginations  already  excited  by  indignation  at  the  fate  of 
their  Master,  and  sorrow  or  despair  at  such  a  dissipation  of  their 
Messianic  dreams.  There  was  present  every  element  of  intellectual 
and  moral  disturbance.  Now,  must  we  seriously  ask  again  whether 
this  bare  and  wholly  unjustified  belief  can  be  accepted  as  satisfac- 
tory evidence  for  so  astounding  a  miracle  as  the  Resurrection? 
Can  the  belief  of  such  men,  in  such  an  age,  establish  the  reality  of 
a  phenomenon  which  contradicts  universal  experience  ?  It  comes 
to  us  in  the  form  of  bare  belief  from  the  Age  of  Miracles,  unsupported 
by  facts,  uncorroborated  by  evidence,  unaccompanied  by  proof  of 
investigation,  and  unprovided  with  material  for  examination. 
What  is  such  belief  worth  ?  We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
it  is  absolutely  worth  nothing. 


We  might  here  well  bring  our  inquiry  to  a  close,  for  we  have  no 
further  evidence  to  deal  with.  The  problem,  however,  is  so  full  of 
interest  that  we  cannot  yet  lay  it  down,  and  although  we  must 
restrain  our  argument  within  certain  rigid  limits,  and  wholly  refrain 
from  entering  into  regions  of  mere  speculation,  we  may  further 
discuss  the  origin  and  nature  of  the  belief  in  the  Resurrection. 
Recognising  the  fact  that,  although  its  nature  and  extent  are  very 
indefinite,  there  existed  an  undoubted  belief  that  after  hb  death 
Jesus  was  seen  alive,  the  argument  is  advanced  that  there  must 
have  been  a  real  basis  for  this  belief.  "  The  existence  of  a 
Christian  society,"  says  an  apologetic  writer,  "  is  the  first  and  (if 
rightly  viewed)  the  final  proof  of  the  historic  truth  of  the  miracle 
on  which  it  was  founded.    It  may,  indeed,  be  said  that  the  Church 
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was  founded  upon  the  belief  in  the  Resurrection,  and  not  upon  the 
Resurrection  itself;  and  that  the  testimony  must  therefore  be 
limited  to  the  attestation  of  the  belief,  and  cannot  reach  to  the 
attestation  of  the  fact.  But  belief  expressed  in  action  is  for  the 
most  part  the  strongest  evidence  which  we  can  have  of  any  historic 
event.  Unless,  therefore,  it  can  be  shown  that  the  origin  of  the 
apostolic  belief  in  the  Resurrection,  with  due  r^ard  to  the  fulness 
of  its  characteristic  form  and  the  breadth  and  rapidity  of  its 
propagation,  can  be  satisfactorily  explained  on  other  grounds,  the 
belief  itself  is  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  fact."*  This  is  obviously 
Pale/s  argument  of  the  Twelve  men*  in  a  condensed  form. 
Belief  in  action  may  be  the  strongest  evidence  which  we  can  have 
of  any  historic  event ;  but  when  the  historic  event  happens  to  be 
an  event  in  religious  history,  and  an  astounding  miracle  like  the 
Resurrection,  such  bare  evidence,  emanating  from  such  an  age,  is 
no  evidence  at  all.  The  breadth  and  rapidity  of  its  propagation 
absolutely  prove  nothing  but  belief  in  the  report  of  those  who 
believed ;  although  it  is  very  far  from  evident  that  people  em- 
braced Christianity  from  a  rational  belief  in  the  Resurrection.  No 
one  pretends  that  the  Gentiles  who  believed  made  a  preliminary 
examination  of  the  truth  of  the  Resurrection.  If  breadth  and 
rapidity  of  propagation  be  taken  as  sufficient  proof  of  the  truth  of 
facts,  we  might  consider  Buddhism  and  Mohammedanism  as  satis- 
factorily attested  creeds.  There  could  not  be  a  greater  fallacy  than 
the  supposition  that  the  origin  of  a  belief  must  be  explained  upon 
other  grounds,  or  that  belief  itself  accepted  as  a  sufficient  proof  of 
the  fact  asserted.  The  truth  or  falsehood  of  any  all^ition  is 
determined  by  a  balance  of  evidence,  and  the  critic  is  no  more 
bound  to  account  for  the  formation  of  erroneous  belief  than  he  is 
bound  to  believe  because  he  may  not,  after  a  great  lapse  of  time, 
be  able  so  clearly  to  demonstrate  the  particular  manner  in  which 
that  erroneous  belief  originated,  that  any  other  mode  is  definitely 
excluded.  The  allegation  that  a  dead  man  rose  from  the  dead  and 
appeared  to  several  persons  alive  is  contrary  to  imiversal  experience; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  prevalence  of  defective  observation, 
mistaken  inference,  self-deception,  and  credulity,  any  of  which 
might  lead  to  such  belief,  are  only  too  much  in  accordance  with  it. 
Is  it  necessary  to  define  which  peculiar  form  of  error  is  present  in 
every  false  belief  before,  with  this  immense  preponderance  of 
evidence  against  it,  we  finally  reject  it?  We  think  not  Any 
explanation  consistent  with  universal  experience  must  be  adopted, 
rather  than  a  belief  which  is  contradictory  to  it. 

There  are  two  theories  which  have  been  advanced  to  explain 

'  Westcott,  The  Gospel  of  the  Resurrection,  3rd  ed.,  p.  106  f. 
'  Evidences  and  Horce  PauHfta,  ed.  Potts,  1850,  p.  6. 
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the  origin  of  the  Ap)ostolic  belief  in  the  Resurrection,  to  which  we 
may  now  briefly  refer  ;  but  it  must  be  clearly  understood  that  the 
suggestion  of  an  explanation  is  quite  apart  from  our  examination 
of  the  actual  evidence  for  the  Resurrection.  Fifty  explanations 
might  be  offered,  and  be  considered  unsatisfactory,  without  in  the 
least  degree  altering  the  fact  that  the  testimony  for  the  final 
miracle  of  Christianity  is  totally  insufficient,  and  that  the  allegation 
that  it  actually  occurred  cannot  be  maintained.  The  first  explana- 
tion, adopted  by  some  able  critics,  is  that  Jesus  did  not  really  die 
on  the  cross,  but,  being  taken  down  alive,  and  his  body  being 
delivered  to  friends,  he  subsequently  revived.  In  support  of  this 
theory,  it  is  argued  that  Jesus  is  represented  by  the  Gospels  as 
expiring  after  having  been  but  three  to  six  hours  upon  the  cross, 
which  would  have  been  an  unprecedentedly  rapid  death.  It  is 
affirmed  that  only  the  hands  and  not  the  feet  were  nailed  to  the 
cross.  The  crurifragium,  not  usually  accompanying  crucifixion, 
is  dismissed  as  unknown  to  the  three  Synoptists,  and  only  inserted 
by  the  fourth  Evangelist  for  dogmatic  reasons ;  and  of  course  the 
lance-thrust  disappears  with  the  leg-breaking.  Thus  the  apparent 
death  was  that  profound  faintness  which  might  well  fall  upon  such 
an  organisation  after  some  hours  of  physical  and  mental  agony  on 
the  cross,  following  the  continued  strain  and  fatigue  of  the  previous 
night.  As  soon  as  he  had  sufficiently  recovered,  it  is  supposed 
that  Jesus  visited  his  disciples  a  few  times  to  re-assure  them,  but 
with  precaution  on  account  of  the  Jews,  and  was  by  them  believed 
to  have  risen  from  the  dead,  as  indeed  he  himself  may  likewise 
have  supposed,  reviving  as  he  had  done  from  the  faintness  of  death.' 
Seeing,  however,  that  his  death  had  set  the  crown  upon  his  work, 
the  Master  withdrew  into  impenetrable  obscurity,  and  was  heard  of 
no  more. 

We  have  given  but  the  baldest  outline  of  this  theory ;  for  it 
would  occupy  too  much  space  to  represent  it  adequately  and  show 

'  Gfirdrer,  who  maintains  the  theory  of  a  Scheintod  with  great  ability,  thinks 
that  Jesus  had  believers  amongst  the  ralers  of  the  Jews,  who,  although  ihey 
could  not  shield  him  from  the  opposition  against  him,  still  hoped  to  save  him 
from  death.  Joseph,  a  rich  man^  found  the  means  of  doing  so.  He  prepared 
the  new  sepulchre  close  to  the  place  of  execution,  to  be  at  hand — b^ged  the 
body  from  Pilate — the  immense  quantity  of  spices  bought  by  Nicodemus  being 
merely  to  distract  the  attention  of  the  Jews — and  Jesus,  being  quickly  carried  to  the 
sepulchre,  was  restored  to  life  by  their  efforts.  He  interprets  the  famous  verse, 
John  XX.  17,  curiously.  The  expression,  "I  have  not  yet  ascended  to  my  Father 
and  your  Father,"  etc.,  he  takes  as  meaning  simply  the  act  of  dying — 
** going  to  heaven";  and  the  reply  of  Jesus  is  equivalent  to:  "Touch 
me  not,  for  I  am  still  flesh  and  blood — I  am  not  yet  dead."  Jesus 
sees  his  disciples  only  a  few  times  mysteriously,  and,  believing  that  he 
had  set  the  final  seal  to  the  truth  of  his  work  by  his  death,  he  then 
retires  into  impenetrable  gloom  {Das  Heili^hum  und  die  Wahrheit^  p.  107  f., 
p.  231  f.). 
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the  ingenuity  with  which  it  is  worked  out,  and  the  very  consider- 
able support  which  it  receives  from  statements  in  the  Gospels,  and 
from  inferences  deducible  from  them.  We  do  not  ourselves  adopt 
this  explanation,  although  it  must  be  clearly  repeated  that,  were  the 
only  alternative  to  do  so  or  to  fall  back  upon  the  hypothesis  of  a 
miracle,  we  should  consider  it  preferable.  A  serious  objection 
brought  against  the  theory  seems  to  be  that  it  is  not  natural  to 
suppose  that,  after  such  intense  and  protracted  fatigue  and  anxiety, 
followed  by  the  most  cruel  agony  on  the  cross,  agony  both  of  soul 
and  body,'  ending  in  unconsciousness  only  short  of  death,  Jesus 
could  within  a  short  period  have  presented  himself  to  his  disciples 
with  such  an  aspect  as  could  have  conveyed  to  them  the  impression 
of  victory  over  death  by  the  Prince  of  Life.  He  must  still,  it  is 
urged,  have  presented  the  fresh  traces  of  suffering  and  weakness 
little  calculated  to  inspire  them  with  the  idea  of  divine  power  and 
glory.  This  is  partly,  but  not  altogether,  true.  There  is  no 
evidence,  as  we  shall  presently  show,  that  the  appearances  of 
Jesus  occurred  so  soon  as  is  generally  represented ;  and,  in  their 
astonishment  at  again  seeing  the  Master  whom  they  supposed  to 
be  dead,  the  disciples  could  not  have  been  in  a  state  minutely 
to  remark  the  signs  of  suffering,^  then  probably,  with  the  power 
of  a  mind  like  that  of  Jesus  over  physical  weakness,  litde  apparent 
Time  and  imagination  would  doubtless  soon  have  effaced  from 
their  minds  any  such  impressions,  and  left  only  the  belief  that  he 
had  risen  from  the  dead  to  develop  and  form  the  Christian 
doctrine.  A  more  powerful  objection  seems  to  us  the  disappear- 
ance of  Jesus.  We  cannot  easily  persuade  ourselves  that  such  a 
teacher  could  have  renounced  his  work  and  left  no  subsequent 
trace  of  his  existence.  Still,  it  must  be  admitted  that  many 
explanations  might  be  offered  on  this  head,  the  most  obvious 
being  that  death,  whether  as  the  result  of  the  terrible  crisis 
through  which  he  had  passed  or  from  some  other  cause,  may 
soon  after  have  ensued.  We  repeat,  however,  that  we  neither 
advance  this  explanation  nor  think  it  worth  while  to  discuss  it 
seriously,  not  because  we  think  it  untenable,  although  we  do  not 
adopt  it,  but  because  we  consider  that  there  is  another  explanation 
of  the  origin  of  belief  in  the  Resurrection  which  is  better,  and 
which  is,  in  our  opinion,  the  true  one.  We  mean  that  which  is 
usually  called  the  "vision  hypothesis." 

'  Holsten  remarks  that  the  cry  put  into  the  mouth  of  Jesus  on  the  Cross,  in 
tlie  first  and  second  Synoptics,  **  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken 
me?"  if  genuine,  can  scarcely  be  otherwise  historically  conceived  than  as  a 
surrender  of  his  last  hope  that  God's  will  would  not  continue  his  snfierings  even 
unto  death  {Zum  Ev.  des  Pauius  u.  Petr,.,  p.  227). 

'  The  repeated  statement  in  the  Gospels,  that  the  women  and  his  disciples 
did  not  at  first  recognise  the  risen  Jesus,  is  quoted  in  connection  with  this  point. 
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The  phenomenon  which  has  to  be  accounted  for  is  the  Apostolic 
belief  that,  after  he  had  been  dead  and  buried,  Jesus  "  was  seen  " 
{&<t>&rj)  by  certain  persons.  The  explanation  which  we  offer,  and 
which  has  long  been  adopted  in  various  forms  by  able  critics,  is 
that  doubtless  Jesus  was  seen,  but  the  vision  was  not  real  and 
objective,  but  illusory  and  subjective :  that  is  to  say,  Jesus  was 
not  himself  seen,  but  only  a  representation  of  Jesus  within  the 
minds  of  the  beholders.  This  explanation  not  only  does  not 
impeach  the  veracity  of  those  who  affirmed  that  they  had  seen 
Jesus,  but,  accepting  to  a  certain  extent  a  subjective  truth  as  the 
basis  of  the  belief,  explains  upon  well-known  and  natural  principles 
the  erroneous  inference  deduced  from  the  subjective  vision.  It 
seems  to  us  that  the  points  to  be  determined  are  simple  and 
obvious :  Is  it  possible  for  a  man  to  mistake  subjective  impres- 
sions for  objective  occurrences  ?  Is  it  possible  that  any  consider- 
able number  of  persons  can  at  the  same  time  receive  similar 
subjective  impressions  and  mistake  them  for  objective  facts  ?  If 
these  questions  can  be  answered  affirmatively,  and  it  can  be 
shown  that  the  circumstances,  the  characters,  the  constitution  of 
those  who  believed  in  the  first  instance,  favoured  the  reception  of 
such  subjective  impressions  and  the  deduction  of  erroneous 
inferences,  it  must  be  admitted  that  a  satisfactory  explanation  can 
thus  be  given  of  the  Apostolic  belief  on  other  grounds  than  the 
reality  of  a  miracle  opposed  to  universal  experience. 

No  sooner  is  the  first  question  formulated  than  it  becomes 
obvious  to  everyone  who  is  acquainted  with  psychological  and 
physiological  researches,  or  who  has  even  the  most  elementary 
knowledge  of  the  influence  of  the  mind  upon  the  body,  that  it 
must  at  once  be  answered  in  the  affirmative.  Indeed,  the  affirma- 
tion that  subjective  impressions,  in  connection  with  every  sense, 
can  be  mistaken  for,  and  believed  to  be,  actual  objective  effects  is 
so  trite  that  it  seems  almost  superfluous  to  make  it.  Every  reader 
must  be  well  acquainted  with  illustrations  of  the  fact.  The  only 
difficulty  is  to  deal  authoritatively  with  such  a  point  within 
moderate  compass.  We  must  limit  ourselves  to  the  sense  of 
sight  "  There  are  abundant  proofs,"  says  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie, 
"that  impressions  may  be  made  in  the  brain  by  other  causes 
simulating  those  which  are  made  on  it  by  external  objects  through 
the  medium  of  the  organs  of  sense,  thus  producing  false  percep- 
tions, which  may,  in  the  first  instance,  and  before  we  have  had 
time  to  reflect  on  the  subject,  be  mistaken  for  realities."'  The 
limitation  here  introduced,  "  before  we  have  had  time  to  reflect  on 
the  subject,"  is,  of  course,  valid  in  the  case  of  those  whose  reason 
is  capable  of  rejecting  the  false  perceptions,  whether  on  the  ground 

*  Psychological  Inquiries ^  1854,  p.  78  ;  cf.  79  f. 
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of  natural  law  or  of  probability;  but,  in  anyone  ignorant  of 
natural  law,  but  familiar  with  the  idea  of  supernatural  agency  and  the 
occurrence  of  miraculous  events,  it  is  obvious  that  reflection,  if 
reflection  of  a  sceptical  kind  can  even  be  assumed,  would  have  little 
chance  of  arriving  at  any  true  discrimination  of  phenomena. 
Speaking  of  the  nervous  system  and  its  functions,  and  more 
immediately  of  the  relation  of  the  Cerebrum  to  the  Sensorium 
and  the  production  of  spectral  illusions.  Dr.  Carpenter  says,  in  his 
work  on  the  Principles  of  Mental  Physiology:  "Still  stronger 
evidence  of  the  same  associated  action  of  the  Cerebrum  and 
Sensorium  xs^  furnished  by  the  study  of  the  phenomena  designated 
as  Spectral  Illusions.  These  are  clearly  sensorial  states  not 
excited  by  external  objects;  and  it  is  also  clear  that  they  frequently 
originate  in  cerebral  changes,  since  they  represent  creations  of  the 
mind,  and  are  not  mere  reproductions  of  past  sensations."  Dr. 
Carpenter  refers,  in  illustration,  to  a  curious  illusion  to  which  Sir 
John  Herschel  was  subject,  "  in  the  shape  of  the  involuntary 
occurrence  of  visual  impressions,  into  which  geometrical  r^ularity 
of  form  enters  as  the  leading  character.  These  were  not  of  the 
nature  of  those  ocular  Spectra  which  may  be  attributed  with 
probability  to  retinal  changes."'  Dr.  Carpenter  then  continues: 
"  We  have  here  not  a  reproduction  of  sensorial  impressions  formerly 
received,  but  a  construction  of  new  forms  by  a  process  which,  if 
it  had  been  carried  on  consciously,  we  should  have  called  imagina- 
tion. And  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  it  is  to  be  accounted  for  in 
any  other  way  than  by  an  unconscious  action  of  the  cerebrum ; 
the  products  of  which  impress  themselves  on  the  sensorial  con- 
sciousness, just  as,  in  other  cases,  they  express  themselves  through 
the  motor  apparatus."*  The  illusions  described  by  Sir  John 
Herschel,  who,  as  he  himself  says,  was  "  as  little  visionary  as  most 
people,"  should  be  referred  to. 

Of  the  production  of  sensations  by  ideas  there  can  be  no  possible 
doubt,  3  and,  consequently,  as  little  of  the  realisation  by  the  person 
in  whom  they  are  produced  of  subjective  impressions  exactly  as 
though  they  were  objective.  With  r^ard  to  false  perceptions,  Dr. 
Carpenter  says  :  "  It  has  been  shown  that  the  action  of  ideational 
states  upon  the  Sensorium  can  modify  or  even  produce  senscUions. 
But  the  action  of  pre-existing  states  of  Mind  is  still  more  frequentiy 
shown  in  modifying  the  interpretation  which  we  put  upon  our  sense- 
impressions.  For,  since  almost  every  such  interpretation  is  an  act 
of  judgment  based   upon    experience,   that  judgment  will  vary 

'  Sir  John  Herschel  gives  a  full  account  of  them  in  his  Popular  Lectures  on 
ScienHfic  Subjects  (Daldy,  Isbester,  &  Co.,  1876,  p.  402  f.). 
"  Principles  of  Mental  Physiology,  4th  ed.,  1876,  p.  113  f. 
3  /^.,  p.  155  f- 
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according  to  our  mental  condition  at  the  time  it  is  delivered; 
and  will  be  greatly  affected  by  any  dominant  idea  or  feeling,  so  as 
even  to  occasion  a  complete  mis-interpretation  of  the  objective 
source  of  the  sense-impression,  as  often  occurs  in  what  is  termed 
*  absence  of  mind.'     The  following  case,  mentioned  by  Dr.  Tuke^ 
as  occurring  within  his  own  knowledge,  affords  a  good  example  of 
this   fallacy :    *  A   lady  was  walking  one   day  from  Penrhyn  to 
Falmouth,  and,  her  mind  being  at  that  time,  or  recently,  occupied 
by  the  subject  of  drinking-fountains,  thought  she  saw  in  the  road 
a  newly-erected  fountain,  and  even  distinguished  an  inscription 
upon  it — namely,  "  If  any  man  thirsty  let  him  come  unto  7ne  and 
drink '^       Some   time   afterwards   she   mentioned   the   fact   with 
pleasure  to  the  daughters  of  a  gentleman  who  was  supposed  to 
have  erected  it.     They  expressed  their  surprise  at  her  statement, 
and  assured  her  that  she  must  be  quite  mistaken.     Perplexed  with 
the  contradiction  between  the  testimony  of  her  senses  and  of  those 
who  would  have  been  aware  of  the  fact  had  it  been  true,  and 
feeling  that  she  could  not  have  been  deceived  (**  for  seeing  is 
believing  "),  she  repaired  to  the  spot,  and  found  to  her  astonish- 
ment  that   no   drinking-fountain   was   in  existence — only  a  few 
scattered  stones,  which  had  formed  the  foundation  upon  which  the 
suggestion  of  an  expectant  imagination  had  built  the  superstructure. 
The  subject  having  previously  occupied  her  attention,  these  sufficed 
to  form,  not  only  a  definite  erection,  but  one  inscribed  by  an 
appropriate  motto  corresponding  to  the  leading  idea.'  "^ 

We  may  give  as  another  illustration  an  illusion  which  presented 
itself  to  Sir  Walter  Scott.3  He  had  been  reading,  shortly  after  the 
death  of  Lord  Byron,  an  account  in  a  publication  professing  to 
detail  the  habits  and  opinions  of  the  poet  As  Scott  had  been 
intimate  with  Lord  Byron,  he  was  deeply  interested  in  the  publica- 
tion, which  contained  some  particulars  relative  to  himself  and 
other  friends.  "  Their  sitting-room  opened  into  an  entrance  hall, 
rather  fantastically  fitted  up  with  articles  of  armour,  skins  of  wild 
animals,  and  the  like.  It  was  when  laying  down  his  book,  and 
passing  into  this  hall,  through  which  the  moon  was  beginning  to 
shine,  that  the  individual  of  whom  I  speak  saw,  right  before  him, 
and  in  a  standing  posture,  the  exact  representation  of  his  departed 
friend  whose  recollection  had  been  so  strongly  brought  to  his 
imagination.  He  stopped  for  a  single  moment,  so  as  to  notice  the 
wonderful  accuracy  with  which  fancy  had  impressed  upon  the 
bodily  eye  the  peculiarities  of  dress  and  posture  of  the  illustrious 
poet.  Sensible,  however,  of  the  delusion,  he  felt  no  sentiment 
save    that    of    wonder   at    the    extraordinary  accuracy  of    the 

*  Influence  of  the  Mind  on  the  Body,  p.  44.  ^  Carpenter,  /^.,  206  f. 

3  It  is  likewise  qaoted  by  Dr.  Carpenter,  p.  207  f. 
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resemblance,  and  stepped  onward  towards  the  figure,  which  resolved 
itself,  as  he  approached,  into  the  various  materials  of  which  it  was 
composed.  These  were  merely  a  screen,  occupied  by  great-coats, 
shawls,  plaids,  and  such  other  articles  as  usually  are  found  in  a 
country  entrance-hall.  The  spectator  returned  to  the  spot  from 
which  he  had  seen  the  illusion,  and  endeavoured,  with  all  his 
power,  to  recall  the  image  which  had  been  so  singularly  vivid. 
But  this  was  beyond  his  capacity,"  etc*^  Although  Sir  Walter 
Scott  might  be  sensible  of  the  delusion,  it  may  be  more  than 
doubted  whether,  in  the  first  century  of  our  era,  such  an  apparition 
proceeding  from  or  connected  with  religious  agitation  of  mind 
would  have  been  considered  so. 

Dr.  Abercrombie'  mentions  many  instances  of  spectral  illusions, 
"  some  of  the  most  authentic  facts  "  relating  to  which  he  classes 
under  the  head  of  "  intense  mental  conceptions  so  strongly  im- 
pressed upon  the  mind  as,  for  the  moment,  to  be  believed  to  have 
a  real  existence."  We  cannot,  however,  venture  to  quote  illustra- 
tions. 3  Dr.  Hibbert,  in  whose  work  on  Apparitions  many  inte- 
resting instances  are  to  be  found,  thus  concludes  his  consideration 
of  the  conditions  which  lead  to  such  illusions :  **  I  have  at  length 
concluded  my  observations  on  what  may  be  considered  as  the 
leading  mental  laws  which  are  connected  with  the  origin  of  spectral 
impressions.  The  general  inference  to  be  drawn  from  them  is, 
that  Apparitions  are  nothing  more  than  morbid  symptoms^  which 
are  indicative  of  an  intense  excitement  of  the  renovated  feelings  of  the 
mind.*^^  Subjective  visions,  believed  to  have  had  objective  reality, 
abound  in  the  history  of  the  world.  They  are  famihar  to  all  who 
have  read  the  lives  of  the  Saints,  and  they  have  accompanied  the 
progress  of  Christianity  in  various  forms  from  the  trances  of 
Montanism  to  the  vision  of  the  "Immaculate  Conception"  in  the 
Grotto  of  Lourdes. 

If  we  turn  to  the  inquiry  whether  a  similar  subjective  impression 
can  be  received  by  many  persons  at  one  time  and  be  mistaken  by 
them  for  an  objective  reality,  an  equally  certain  reply  in  the 
affirmative  must  unhesitatingly  be  given.  The  contagiousness  of 
emotion  is  well  known,5  and  the  rapidity  with  which  panic,  for 
instance,  spreads  from  a  single  individual  to  the  mass  is  remarked 
every  day.     The  most  trifling  incident,  unseen  by  more  than  a 

'  Demonology  and  Witchcraft ^  1868,  Letter  i.,  P-  37  f- 

»  Inquiries  Concerning  th€  Intellectual  Powers^  19th  ed.,  p.  274  f. 

3  Everyone  remembers  the  case  of  Luther  and  his  visions  of  the  Devil. 

♦  Sketches  of  the  Philosophy  of  Apparitions,  by  Samuel  Hibbert,  M.D., 
F.R.S.E.,  2nd  ed.,  1825,  p.  375. 

5  We  might  point  in  iUustration  to  the  use  of  ** Tongues"  in  the  Corinthian 
Church,  where  the  contagiousness  of  the  ecstatic  state  is  exemplified  (i  Cor. 
xiv.  23,  26  f.). 
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few,  and,  therefore,  more  pliant  in  the  imagination  of  the  many, 
has  instantaneously  convinced  multitudes  of  the  most  erroneous 
inferences.  We  need  not  refer  to  the  numerous  religious  and 
other  mental  epidemics  which  have  swept  over  the  face  of  the 
world,  infecting  society  v  ith  the  wildest  delusions.  From 
Montanism  to  camp  meetings  and  revivals  in  our  own  day, 
it  has  been  demonstrated  that  religious  excitement  and  dominant 
ideas  have  spread  with  astonishing  rapidity  and  power  amongst 
the  circles  in  which  they  have  arisen.  In  certain  states  of  nervous 
expectation,  false  impressions  are  instantaneously  transmitted  from 
one  to  another  in  a  religious  assembly.  Dr.  Carpenter  says : 
"  Moreover,  if  not  only  a  single  individual,  but  several  persons, 
should  be  *  possessed  *  by  one  and  the  same  idea  or  feeling,  the 
same  misinterpretation  may  be  made  by  all  of  them  ;  and  in  such 
a  case  the  concurrence  of  their  testimony  does  not  add  the  least 
strength  to  it.  Of  this  we  have  a  good  example  in  the  following 
occurrence  cited  by  Dr.  Tuke,  as  showing  the  influence  of  a 
*  dominant  idea '  in  falsifying  the  perceptions  of  a  number  of 
persons  at  once  : — *  During  the  conflagration  at  the  Crystal  Palace 
in  the  winter  of  1866-67,  when  the  animals  were  destroyed  by  the 
fire,  it  was  supposed  that  the  Chimpanzee  had  succeeded  in 
escaping  from  his  cage.  Attracted  to  the  roof,  with  this  expec- 
tation in  full  force,  men  saw  the  unhappy  animal  holding  on  to  it, 
and  writhing  in  agony  to  get  astride  one  of  the  iron  ribs.  It  need 
not  be  said  that  its  struggles  were  watched  by  those  below  with 
breathless  suspense,  and,  as  the  newspapers  informed  us,  *  with 
sickening  dread.'  But  there  was  no  animal  whatever  there ;  and 
all  this  feeling  was  thrown  away  upon  a  tattered  piece  of  blind,  so 
torn  as  to  resemble  to  the  eye  of  fancy  the  body,  arms,  and  legs 
of  an  ape ! '  (fip,  cit,^  p.  44).  Another  example  of  a  like  influ- 
ence afiecting  several  individuals  simultaneously  in  a  similar 
manner  is  mentioned  by  Dr.  Hibbert  in  his  well-known  treatise  on 
Apparitions:  *A  whole  ship's  company  was  thrown  into  the 
utmost  consternation  by  the  apparition  of  a  cook  who  had  died  a 
few  days  before.  He  was  distinctly  seen  walking  ahead  of  the 
ship,  with  a  peculiar  gait  by  which  he  was  distinguished  when 
alive,  through  having  one  of  his  legs  shorter  than  the  other.  On 
steering  the  ship  towards  the  object  it  was  found  to  be  a  piece  of 
floating  wreck.'  Many  similar  cases  might  be  referred  to,  in  which 
the  imagination  has  worked  up  into  *  apparitions '  some  common- 
place objects,  which  it  has  invested  with  attributes  derived  from 
the  previous  mental  state  of  the  observer ;  and  the  belief  in  such 
an  apparition  as  a  reality,  which  usually  exists  in  such  cases,  unless 
antagonised  by  an  effort  of  the  reason,  constitutes  a  delusion'^^ 


'  Principles  of  Mental  Physiology,  1876,  p.  208  f. 
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We  must  maintain,  indeed,  that  a  number  of  persons  assembled 
under  the  influence  of  strong  similar  ideas,  and  excited  by  the  same 
active  religious  emotion,  are  more  likely  to  be  affected  by  similar 
subjective  impressions  to  the  extent  of  believing  them  to  be  objec- 
tive than  one  or  two  would  be.  The  excitement  of  each  acts  upon 
the  whole  body,  and  is  itself  increased  by  reaction  from  the 
aggregate  emotion.  Each  receives  impressions  from  the  other, 
which  are  vividly  felt  even  without  being  verified  by  personal 
experience.  The  most  nervous  temperament  in  the  assembly 
gives  the  final  impetus  to  the  excited  imagination  of  the  rest.  In 
moments  of  supreme  expectation  and  doubt  enthusiasm  overcomes 
reason.  If  one  man  see,  if  one  man  hear,  the  mental  impression 
is  credited  with  an  objective  cause,  even  when  unfelt  by  others, 
and  then  a  similar  impression  is  soon  carried  from  the  brain  to  the 
sensorium  of  all.  This  does  not  involve  the  supposition  of  a 
diseased  mind  in  ordinary  cases,  and  in  the  instances  which  we 
have  in  view  the  false  perceptions  were,  obviously,  determined  and 
encouraged  by  foregone  conclusions  of  a  nature  rarely  possible, 
and,  when  existing,  rarely  resisted.  "  There  are  many  persons," 
adds  Dr.  Carpenter,  "  quite  sane  upon  ordinary  matters,  and  even 
(it  may  be)  distinguished  by  some  special  form  of  ability,  who  are 
yet  affected  with  what  the  writer  once  heard  Mr.  Carlyle  term  a 

*  diluted  insanity ';  allowing  their  minds  to  become  ^o  completely 

*  possessed  '  by  *  dominant  ideas '  that  their  testimony  as  to  what 
they  declare  themselves  to  have  witnessed — even  when  several 
individuals  concur  in  giving  exactly  the  same  account  of  it — must 
be  regarded  as  utterly  untrustworthy."' 

That  subjective  impressions  can,  in  the  opinion  of  eminent 
Apologists,  be  recorded  by  an  Evangelist  as  objective  reality,  we 
have  already  pointed  out  in  connection  with  the  statement  of  the 
first  Synoptist,  that  "  Many  bodies  of  the  saints  were  raised ;  and 
they  came  out  of  the  sepulchres  after  his  Resurrection  and  appeared 
unto  many"  (xxvii.  52  f.).  Milman  and  Dr.  Farrar  explain  this 
by  the  supposition  that  the  earthquake  "seemed  to  have  filled 
the  air  with  ghostly  visitants,  who  after  Christ  had  risen  app>eared 
to  linger  in  the  Holy  City."^  It  follows  as  a  logical  consequence 
that,  as  this  subjective  impression  felt  by  many  at  once  is  described 
in  the  Gospel  as  objective,  these  writers  not  only  admit  the 
possibility  of  such  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  observers,  but 
that  the  Gospel,  in  adopting  that  mistake,  may  be  suspected  of 
a  similar  course  in  recording  the  appearances  of  Jesus.3 

*  Priftciples  of  Mental  Physiology y  1876,  p.  209. 

"  Farrar,  Life  of  Christy  ii.,  p.  419;  Milman,  Hist,  of  Christianity ^  i.  336  f. 
Pa.ssages  quoted  p.  817  f. 

3  We  refer  readers  to  some  most  interesting  remarks  of  Dr.  Lightfoot  on  the 
miraculous  elements  in  the  Martyrdom  of  Poly  carp  {A post.  Fathers  ^  part  ii.. 
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We  have  thus  replied  to  the  question  whether  the  "vision 
hypothesis  "  could  explain  the  belief  of  500,  or  even  of  eleven 
persons,  who  supposed  they  had  seen  Jesus,  and  we  do  not 
think  that  any  one  who  seriously  considers  the  age  and  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  phenomenon  is  alleged  to  have 
occurred  can  doubt  that  such  belief  could  very  easily  have 
resulted  from  merely  subjective  impressions.  Before  going  further 
into  the  discussion  of  the  matter,  however,  we  must  again,  with  a 
little  more  minuteness,  call  attention  to  the  date  of  the  actual 
statements  upon  which  the  .whole  argument  turns.  The  Apostle 
Paul  writes  about  a  quarter  of  a  century  after  the  time  when  it  is 
said  that  Jesus  "  was  seen  "  by  those  whom  he  names.  Whatever 
opinion  may  be  formed  as  to  the  amount  of  information  obtained 
by  Paul  during  the  visit  he  paid  to  Jerusalem  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  acquaintance  of  Peter,  it  is  undeniable  that  some 
years  had  elapsed  between  the  time  when  Jesus  is  supposed  to 
have  been  seen  and  the  time  when  Paul  could  have  received 
information  regarding  these  appearances  from  any  of  the  Apostles. 
If  we  date  the  death  of  Jesus  in  the  year  33,  almost  the  latest 
date  assigned  to  it  by  any  eminent  critic,  and  the  conversion  of 
Paul  about  a.d.  38-40,*  it  will  be  remembered  that  the  Apostle 
himself  states  that  he  did  not  go  to  Jerusalem  till  three  years  after, 
which  brings  us  to  a.d.  41-43  as  the  earliest  time  when  Paul  first 
came  in  personal  contact  with  Peter  and  James.  He  did  not  go 
up  to  Jerusalem  again  for  fourteen  years  after  that,  and  we  have 
no  reason  to  believe  that  he  met  any  of  the  Apostles  in  the 
interval,  but  the  contrary,  from  his  own  account  of  that  second 
visit,  Gal.  ii.  2.  He  could  not,  therefore,  have  heard  anything  of 
the  appearances  of  Jesus  even  from  Peter  and  James  till  some 
eight  to  ten  years  after  they  had  taken  place.  From  the  other 
Apostles,  in  all  probability,  he  cannot  have  heard  anything  till 
nearly  twenty  years  had  elapsed  since  they  supposed  they  had  seen 
Jesus. 

Where  did  he  get  his  information  regarding  the  500  brethren 
at  once  ?  From  whom  did  he  get  it  ?  If  the  supposed  appearance 
took  place,  as  so  many  suggest,  in  Galilee,  the  date  of  his 
information  is  still  more  uncertain.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
occurred  in  Jerusalem,  whilst  so  many  of  the  number  were  visitors 

1885,  p.  598)  which  are  particnlarly  appropriate  whilst  considering  this  argument. 
They  are  quoted  in  A  Reply  to  his  Essajrs,  1889,  p.  154  f. 

'  The  Chronicon  PaschaU  dates  it  42 ;  and  the  following  critics  date  it  as 
noted :  Michaelis,  about  37  ?  Kuinoel,  40 ;  Heinrichs,  37  ?  Eichhom,  37  or 
38;  Hug,  35;  Schmidt,  41  ;  Bertholdt,  40;  Feilmoser,  35;  Winer,  38? 
de  Wette,  37  or  38  ;  Schott,  37  ;  Schrader,  39  ;  Anger,  38  ?  Wieseler,  40 ; 
Ewald,  38 ;  Meyer,  35  (Wieseler,  ChrmologU  des  aposi.  Zeitaiters,  1848, 
Chronologische  Tabelle ;  ^leyer,  Apg.,  p.  24). 
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only,  it  is  obvious  that  the  greater  part  must  subsequently  have 
left  the  Holy  City  and  become  scattered  to  their  respective  homes. 
The  difficulty  of  obtaining  information  from  more  than  a  few  of 
the  500  becomes  obvious.  In  any  case,  from  no  authority  which 
we  are  entitled  to  assume  could  Paul  have  been  minutely  informed 
of  these  appearances  less  than  eight  to  ten  years  after  they  occurred, 
and,  then,  of  the  vision  of  the  Eleven,  only  from  one  of  the  number 
to  whom  the  first  vision  appeared.  Now,  no  one  who  considers  the 
operation  of  memory,  even  in  persons  of  more  than  usual  sobriety 
of  imagination,  dealing  with  circumstances  not  likely  to  be 
exaggerated  or  distorted  by  feeling  in  the  course  of  time,  can  doubt 
that,  in  ten  years,  all  the  details  of  such  occasions,  amidst  which 
much  excitement  certainly  prevailed,  must  have  assumed  a  very 
different  aspect  from  that  which  they  originally  bore.  We  may  be 
permitted  to  quote  a  few  words  on  this  subject :  "  Though  we  are 
accustomed  to  speak  of  memory  as  if  it  consisted  in  an  exact 
reproduction  of  past  states  of  Consciousness,  yet  experience  is  con- 
tinually showing  us  that  this  reproduction  is  very  often  inexact,  through 
the  modification  which  the  *  trace '  has  undergone  in  the  interval. 
Sometimes  the  trace  has  been  partially  obliterated;  and  what 
remains  may  serve  to  give  a  very  erroneous  (because  imperfect) 

view  of  the  occurrence. And  where  it  is  one  in  which  our  own 

Feelings  are  interested,  we  are  extremely  apt  to  lose  sight  of  what 
goes  against  them,  so  that  the  representation  given  by  Memory  is 
altogether  one-sided.  This  is  continually  demonstrated  by  the 
entire  dissimilarity  of  the  accounts  of  the  same  occurrence  or  con- 
versation, which  shall  be  given  by  two  or  more  parties  concerned 
in  it,  even  when  the  matter  is  fresh  in  their  minds,  and  they  are 
honestly  desirous  of  telling  the  truth.  And  this  diversity  will 
usually  become  still  more  pronounced  with  the  lapse  of  time,  the  trace 
becoming  gradually  but  unconsciously  modified  by  the  habitual 
course  of  thought  and  feeling ;  so  that  when  it  is  so  acted  on  after 
a  lengthened  interval  as  to  bring  up  a  reminiscence  of  the  original 
occurrence,  that  reminiscence  really  represents,  not  the  actual 
occurrence,  but  the  modified  trace  of  it."^  This  is  specially  likely 
to  occur  where,  as  in  our  case,  there  were  Old  Testament 
prophecies  supposed  to  describe  minutely  the  sufferings,  death,  and 
resurrection  of  the  Messiah,  to  furnish  lines  which  the  transforma- 
tion of  memory  must  insensibly  follow.  Unconsciously,  we  may 
be  certain,  the  misty  outlines  of  the  original  transaction  would 
acquire  consistency  and  take  form  according  to  the  tenour  of  so 
infallible  an  index.  It  would  require  a  memory  of  iron  and  of 
more  than  stubborn  doggedness  to  resist  the  unobtrusive  influence 
of  supposed  prophecies.     Be  it  clearly  understood  that  we  speak 

"  Carpenter,  Principles  cf  Mental  Physichgy,  1876,  p.  456. 
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of  an  unconscious  process,  which  is  perfectly  consistent  with 
complete  belief  that  the  transformed  trace  exactly  represents  what 
originally  took  place. 

Adhering  more  closely  to  the  point  before  us,  can  we  suppose 
that  the  account  which  Paul  received  of  these  appearances,  after 
that  lapse  of  time,  was  a  perfectly  sober  and  unwarped  description 
of  what  actually  took  place  ?  We  think  not.  Is  it  possible  that 
the  vision  of  the  500,  for  instance,  had  escaped  the  maturing 
influence  of  time  ?  or  that  of  the  Eleven  ?  We  believe  that  it  is 
not  possible.  However,  Paul  does  not  give  a  single  detail,  and 
consequently  this  argument  mainly  affects  the  abstract  value  of  all 
such  evidence,  whether  at  first  or  second  hand,  but  it  likewise 
makes  more  vague  the  original  transaction,  so  indefinitely  sketched 
for  us,  which  we  have  to  explain.  What  was  it  the  500  really  saw? 
"  Jesus,"  says  the  report  matured  by  time  ;  and  modem  divines, 
taking  the  statement  in  its  most  objective  sense,  demand  an 
explanation  of  the  unknown  phenomenon  which  led  500  to  believe 
that  they  actually  saw  the  risen  Master.  Did  the  500  originally 
think  anything  of  the  kind  ?  What  impression  did  the  individuals 
receive  ?  Did  any  two  receive  precisely  the  same  impressions  ? 
There  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  that  they  did.  Although  Paul 
gives  the  most  meagre  report  of  these  appearances  that  could  well 
be  conceived,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  impression  made 
upon  his  own  mind  was  not  by  the  events  themselves,  but  by  the 
narrative  of  the  events  recounted  at  least  eight  or  ten  years  after- 
wards. There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  earlier,  Paul  the  persecutor 
must  also  frequently  have  heard  of  the  Resurrection,  and  of 
alleged  occasicms  when  Jesus  had  been  seen  after  his  death  and 
burial,  from  persecuted  members  of  the  Christian  community;  but 
beyond  the  undefined  certainty  of  this  we  are  not  entitled  to  go. 
That  what  he  heard  must  have  received  warmth  of  colouring  from 
the  fire  of  persecution  is  most  probable.  Of  this,  however,  we 
shall  speak  presently. 

It  is  not  necessary  further  to  enlarge  upon  the  superstition  of 
the  age  of  which  we  write.  We  have  elsewhere  quoted  the  opinion 
of  an  orthodox  divine  and  Hebrew  scholar  on  the  character  of  the 
Jewish  people  about  that  period.  "  Not  to  be  more  tedious, 
therefore,  in  this  matter,"  he  says,  "let  two  things  only  be 
observed :  i.  That  the  nation  under  the  second  Temple  was 
given  to  magical  arts  beyond  measure  ;  and  ii.  That  it  was  given 
to  an  easiness  of  believing  all  manner  of  delusions  beyond 
measure."'  And  again :  "  It  is  a  disputable  case  whether  the 
Jewish  nation  were  more  mad  with    superstition  in  matters  of 

*  Lightfoot,  ffora  Hebraica  et  Talmudica  ;  Works,  ed.  Pitman,  1823,      , 
p.  81. 
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religion,  or  with  superstition  in  curious  arts."'  Even  supposing 
the  Twelve  to  have  been  men  of  superior  intelligence  to  most  of 
their  fellow  countrymen  of  the  period,  it  cannot  reasonably  be 
questioned  that  they  were  "men  of  like  passions  "and  failings 
with  the  rest,  and  that,  as  were  the  most  eminent  men  of  all 
countries  for  centuries  after,  they  were  ignorant  of  the  true  order 
of  nature,  full  of  superstitious  ideas  regarding  cosmical  phenomena, 
and  ready  at  all  times  to  believe  in  miracles  and  supernatural 
interference  with  the  affairs  of  life.  As  Jews,  moreover,  they  had 
inherited  belief  in  angelic  agency  and  divine  apparitions.  The 
Old  Testament  is  full  of  narratives  in  which  God  appears  to 
the  Patriarchs  and  Lawgivers  of  Israel.  Celestial  visions  had 
been  familiar  to  every  Jew  from  his  infancy,  and  the  constant 
personal  communications  of  God  with  his  peculiar  people  were 
still  the  most  sacred  traditions  of  the  nation. 

Nursed  in  the  prevalent  superstition  of  the  time,  educated  by 
the  Law  and  the  Prophets  to  familiarity  with  the  suf>ematural, 
and  prepared  by  the  fervid  imagination  of  their  race  to  recognise 
wonders  in  heaven  and  earth,  the  disciples  were  naturally  prepared 
for  the  great  Christian  Miracle.  The  special  circumstances  in 
which  they  were  placed  at  the  death  of  Jesus  conduced  in 
the  highest  degree  to  excite  that  expectant  attention  which,  in 
their  state  of  profound  agitation,  rendered  them  readily  susceptible 
of  extraordinary  impressions.  The  disciples  had  for  a  long 
period  followed  Jesus  and  felt  the  influence  of  his  elevated 
character.  It  may  be  doubted  how  far  they  had  entered  into  the 
spirit  of  his  teaching,  or  understood  the  spiritual  wisdom  which 
lay  beneath  the  noble  simplicity  of  his  language ;  but  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  his  personal  greatness  must  have  produced  a 
profound  effect  upon  their  minds.  When  they  came  at  last  to 
understand,  if  in  a  material  and  imperfect  way,  his  views  as  to 
his  Messianic  character,  they  can  have  had  little  difficulty  in 
believing,  in  spite  of  the  mysterious  lowliness  and  humility  of  his 
aspect,  although  probably  in  a  sense  widely  different  from  his 
own,  that  the  hope  of  Israel  had  at  last  come,  and  that  the  hour 
of  her  redemption  was  at  hand.  It  is  probable  that,  as  the  enmity 
of  the  priests  and  rulers  increased,  and  the  danger  of  his  position 
became  more  apparent,  whilst  he  disdained  unworthily  to  shrink 
from  his  public  work,  he  must  have  felt  all  the  peril  before  him, 
and  observed  the  anxiety  of  his  followers.  It  may  be  conceived 
that,  under  such  circumstances,  his  teaching  may  have  assumed 
even  a  higher  spirituality  than  before,  and,  rising  above  the  clouds 
of  the  present,  soared  out  into  that  calmer  future  when  the  religion 
he  founded  would  be  accepted  by  men,  and  become  a  light  to 

'  /<5.,xi.,p.  299  f. 
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the  Gentiles  and  the  glory  of  his  people  Israel.  It  is  probable  that 
he  may  have  spoken  of  his  death  in  spiritual  tjprms  as  a  sacrifice 
for  them  and  for  the  world,  which  would  secure  the  triumph  of  his 
work  and  regenerate  mankind.  Comforting  those  who  had  left  all 
and  followed  him,  but  from  whom  he  might  so  soon  be  parted, 
and  knowing  their  doubts  and  fears,  he  must  have  re^assured  their 
minds  by  inspiriting  views  of  the  inseparable  nature  of  his  union 
with  those  who  loved  him  and  did  his  commandments  ;  his  spirit 
dwelling  within  them  and  leading  them  safely  through  the  world,  in 
the  peace  and  security  of  souls  raised  by  the  truth  beyond  the 
reach  of  its  corruption  and  its  wrong. 

That  they  must  have  felt  the  strongest  conviction  of  his 
Messianic  character  cannot  be  doubted,  however  confused 
may  have  been  their  ideas  of  the  exact  nature  of  his  office, 
and  of  the  manner  in  which  his  coming  was  to  secure  the 
triumph  of  Israel.  The  shock  to  their  expectations  and  the 
'  utter  dissipation  of  their  hopes  which  must  have  been  felt 
in  the  first  moment  of  his  arrest,  hurried  trial,  and  cruel  condem- 
nation can  well  be  imagined.  It  is  probable  that,  in  that  first 
moment  of  terror  and  bewilderment,  the  disciples  indeed  all 
forsook  him  and  fled.  No  one  who  had  consorted  with  the 
Great  .Teacher,  however,  and  felt  the  influence  of  his  mind,  could 
long  have  resisted  the  reaction  to  nobler  thoughts  of  him.  In  all 
the  bitterness  of  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  their  master  and  friend,  in 
horror  at  his  agonising  and  shameful  death,  and  in  doubt,  con- 
sternation, and  almost  despair,  they  must  have  gathered  tc^ether 
again  and  spoken  of  these  strange  events.  Believing  Jesus  to 
have  been  the  Messiah,  how  could  they  interpret  his  death  on  the 
cross  ?  If  he  was  the  Messiah,  could  he  thus  die  ?  If  Enoch  and 
Elijah,  if  Moses,  precursors  of  the  Messiah,  had  not  seen  death, 
how  could  that  prophet  like  unto  Moses  whom  God  had  raised 
up  end  his  career  by  a  shameful  death  on  the  cross? 

Throughout  that  time  of  fiery  trial  and  supreme  mental  agita- 
tion they  must  have  perpetually  sought  in  their  own  minds  some 
explanation  of  the  terrible  events  then  occurring  and  seeming  to 
blast  all  their  hopes,  and  doubtless  mystic  utterances  of  Jesus 
must  have  assumed  new  meanings — meanings  probably  diflerent 
from  his  own.  In  the  accounts  of  the  coming  Messiah  in  the 
prophets  they  must  have  searched  for  some  light  by  which  to 
solve  the  inexplicable  problem.  Is  it  not  conceivable  that,  in 
that  last  time  of  danger  and  darkness,  when  he  saw  the  persecu- 
tion against  him  become  more  vehement,  and  felt  that  the  path 
which  he  had  chosen  led  him  through  danger  and  distress, 
perhaps  to  death  Jesus  may,  in  the  bitter  contemplation  of  that 
fanatical  opposition  of  bigotry  and  superstition,  have  applied 
to  himself  the  description  of    the    suffering  servant  of    God, 
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suffering — as  all  noble  souls  have  done  who  are  in  advance  of 
their  age,  and  preach  great  truths  which  condemn  either  directly 
or  by  implication  the  vices  and  follies  of  their  time — "the 
oppressor's  wrong,  the  proud  man's  contumely,"  and,  worse  srill, 
the  ignoble  insults  of  popular  ignorance  and  fickleness  ?  Here 
might  seem  to  them  the  solution  of  the  enigma ;  and,  returning 
from  that  first  flight  of  terror  and  bewilderment,  feeling  all  the 
intense  reaction  of  affection  and  grief,  and  faith  in  the  Master 
quickened  by  shame  at  their  abandonment  of  him  in  his  moment 
of  supreme  affliction,  still  believing  that  he  must  be  the  Messiah, 
and  m  mute  longing  and  expectation  of  the  next  events  which 
were  to  confirm  or  confound  their  hopes,  the  disciples  must 
have  been  in  the  climax  of  nervous  agitation  and  excitement,  and 
ready  to  receive  any  impression  which  might  be  suggested  in 
their  embarrassment.' 

According  to  Paul,  it  was  Peter  who  first  saw  the  risen  Jesus. 
According  to  the  first  and  fourth  Gospels,  the  first  appearance ' 
was  to  the  women,  and  notably,  in  the  latter,  to  Mary  Magdalene, 
out  of  whom  had  been  cast  "  seven  devils,"  and  whose  tempera- 
ment probably  rendered  her  unusually  susceptible  of  all  such 
impressions.  Did  Paul  intentionally  omit  all  mention  of  the 
appearances  to  the  women,  or  did  he  not  know  of  them? 
In  the  latter  case,  we  have  an  instructive  light  thrown  on 
the  Gospel  tradition ;  in  the  former,  the  first  suggestion 
of  the  Resurrection  becomes  even  more  clearly  intelligible.  It 
will  be  observed  that  in  all  this  explanation  we  are  left  chiefly  to 
conjecture,  for  the  statements  in  the  Gospels  cannot,  upon  any 
point,  be  used  with  the  slightest  confidence.  On  the  other  hand, 
all  that  is  demanded  is  that  a  probable  or  possible  explanation  of 
the  origin  of  the  belief  in  the  Resurrection  should  be  given ;  and, 
in  the  total  absence  of  historical  data,  we  are  entitled  to  draw 
inferences  as  to  the  course  of  events  at  the  time.  It  may  well  be 
that  a  mistake  as  to  the  sepulchre,  rendered  not  improbable  if  any 
hint  of  the  truth  be  conveyed  in  the  conflicting  traditions  of  the 
Gospel,  or  one  of  many  other  suggestions  which  might  be 
advanced,  might  lead  the  women  or  Peter  to  believe  that  the 
sepulchre  was  empty.  Or  some  other  even  trifling  circumstance, 
which  we  can  no  longer  indicate  with  precision,  might  convey  to 
the  women  or  to  Peter,  in  their  state  of  nervous  excitement, 
the  last  impulse  wanting  to  cause  that  rapid  revulsion  from  extreme 
depression,  which  is  so  suitable  to  the  state  which  we  may,  perhaps. 


'  Ewald  points  out  that,  according  to  the  belief  of  the  period,  the  souls  of 
the  dead  hovered  for  a  time  between  heaven  and  earth,  and  he  considers  that 
the  belief  undeniably  played  an  important  part  in  this  sphere  of  visions  of  the 
Christ  (Gesch.  d,  V,  Isr.,  vi.,  p.  72  a.). 
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be  allowed  to  call  creative  subjectivity.  If  we  are  to  accept 
the  indications  scattered  about  the  New  Testament,  the  impetuous 
ardent  temperament  of  Peter  was  eminently  one  to  bound  into 
sudden  ecstatic  enthusiasm,  and  in  all  probability  some  common- 
place or  trifling  incident  may  have  been  the  spark  which  kindled 
into  flame  the  materials  already  at  glowing  heat.  The  strong 
subjective  impression  that  Jesus  had  risen  would  create  a  vision  of 
him  which,  at  once  confirming  previous  conclusions,  resolving 
perplexing  doubts,  and  satisfying  feverish  expectations,  would  be 
accepted  by  each  mind  with  little  or  no  question  as  an  objective 
reality.  If  Peter,  or  even  the  women,  brought  to  the  disciples  the 
assurance  that  they  had  seen  the  Lord,  we  cannot  doubt  that,  in 
the  unparalleled  position  in  which  they  were  then  placed,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  intense  feeling  and  religious  excitement 
at  the  moment,  such  emotions  would  be  suddenly  called  into 
action  as  would  give  to  these  men  the  impression  that  they  had 
seen  the  Master  whom  they  had  lost.  These  subjective  impres- 
sions would  be  strengthened  daily  and  unconsciously  into  ever 
more  objective  consistency,  and,  being  confirmed  by  supposed 
prophecy,  would  be  affirmed  with  a  confidence  insensibly  inspired 
by  dogmatic  considerations.  That  the  news  would  fly  from 
believer  to  believer,  meeting  everywhere  excited  attention  and 
satisfying  eager  expectancy,  is  certain ;  and  that  these  devout  souls, 
swayed  by  every  emotion  of  glad  and  exultant  enthusiasm,  would 
constantly  mistake  the  suggestions  of  their  own  thoughts  for 
objective  realities  is  probable.  Jesus  died,  was  buried,  and  rose 
ajgain  "  according  to  the  Scriptures."  This  would  harden  every 
timid  supposition  into  assurance ;  and,  as  time  went  on,  what  was 
doubtful  would  become  certain,  what  was  mysterious,  clear ;  and 
those  who  had  seen  nothing  would  take  up  and  strengthen  the 
tradition  of  those  who  had  seen  the  Lord. 

It  is  argued  that  there  was  not  time  for  the  preparation  of  tlie 
disciples  to  believe  in  the  Resurrection  of  Jesus  between  his 
crucifixion  and  "  the  third  day,"  when  that  event  is  allied  to  have 
occurred,  and,  consequently,  no  probability  of  subjective  impres- 
sions of  so  unexpected  a  nature  being  received.  To  those 
Apologists  who  adopt  this  argument  we  might  point  to  many 
passages  in  the  Gospels  which  affirm  that  the  Resurrection  on  the 
third  day  was  predicted.  These,  however,  we  assign,  of  course,  to 
a  later  date.  The  argument  assumes  that  there  was  no  preparation 
in  the  teaching  of  Jesus,  but  this,  as  we  have  endeavoured  to  suggest, 
is  not  the  case.  If  there  had  been  no  other,  the  mere  assurance 
that  he  was  the  Messiah  must  have  led  to  reflections)  which 
demanded  some  other  sequel  to  his  career  than  the  death  of  a 
slave.  The  mere  suggestion  of  such  a  problem  as  must  have 
proposed  itself  to  the  minds  of  the  disciples:  If  all  is  to  end  here, 
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Jesus  was  not  the  Messiah :  if  he  was  the  Messiah,  what  will 
now  happen  ?  must  have  led  to  expectant  attention.  But  there 
was  much  more  than  this.  In  such  moments  as  those  of  the 
Passion,  thought  works  feverishly  and  fast  It  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  Peter  and  the  rest  did  not  foresee  the  end,  when 
Jesus  was  led  away  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  his  enemies.  It  is 
still  less  to  be  imagined  that  their  minds  were  not  ceaselessly 
revolving  that  problem,  on  the  solution  of  which  depended  their 
fondest  hopes  and  highest  aspirations.  It  is  most  probable, 
indeed,  that  no  time  could  have  found  the  disciples  in  a  state  so 
ripe  for  strong  impressions  as  that  immediately  succeeding  the 
death  of  their  Master. 

There  are,  however,  other  aspects  in  which  this  point  may  be 
placed.  What  evidence  is  there  that  Jesus  was  seen,  or  supposed 
to  have  been  seen,  on  the  third  day  ?  Absolutely  none  worthy  of 
the  name.  Paul  does  not  say  that  he  was  ;  and  as  for  the  Gospels, 
their  statement  is  of  no  value,  and  the  tradition  which  they  record 
may  be  set  down  as  a  foregone  dogmatic  conclusion.  Paul  very 
distinctly  shows  this.  He  says  :  "  For  I  delivered  unto  you  first 
of  all  that  which  I  also  received,  that  Christ  died  for  our  sins 
according  to  the  Scriptures,  and  that  he  was  buried,  and  that  he 
has  been  raised  the  third  day,  according  to  the  Scriptures."' 
The  repetition  of  the  phrase,  **  according  to  the  Scriptures,"  is  very 
marked,  and  points  to  the  fact  that  the  purpose  for  which  Jesus 
died — "  for  our  sins  " — and  the  date  of  his  Resurrection — "  the 
third  day" — are  statements  directly  based  upon  Scripture.  We 
have  mentioned  that  the  Scriptures  supposed  to  indicate  the  third 
day  do  not  really  apply  to  the  Messiah  at  all,  but  this  does  not 
affect  the  question  before  us.  Now,  believing  this  epoch  to  be 
defined  in  prophecy,  this  is  precisely  one  of  those  points  upon 
which  memory  would,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  be  most  likely  to  adjust 
itself  to  the  prophecy.  We  will  assume  that  Jesus  was  not  **  seen" 
before  the  third  day.  It  is  obvious  that,  if  he  was  seen  forty  days 
after,  it  might  be  affirmed  that  he  had  been  actually  raised  long 
before,  on  the  third  day.  The  vision  occurring  on  the  third  day 
itself,  even,  could  not  prove  that  he  had  not  "risen"  before. 
There  is,  in  fact,  no  reason  o  fix  the  third  day  except  the 
statement  of  "Scripture,"  and,  the  moment  we  accept  that,  we 
must  recognise  the  force  of  dogmatic  influence.^  The  fact 
that  the  third  day  has  from  early  times  been  set  apart  as  the 
Christian  Sabbath  does  not  prove  anything.     If  the  third  day  was 

'  I  Cor.  XV.  3  f. 

'  We  do  not  go  into  any  argument  based  on  ihe  order  given  in  the  first  two 
Synoptics  to  go  into  Galilee — a  three  days'  journey  at  least — where  the  disciples 
were  to  see  Jesus.  Nor  need  we  touch  upon  other  similar  points  which  arise 
out  of  the  narratives  of  the  Gospels. 
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believed  to  be  the  day  indicated  by  "Scripture"  for  the  Resurrec- 
tion, of  course  that  day  would  be  selected  as  the  time  at  which  it 
must  have  occurred,  and  on  which  it  should  be  commemorated. 
So  far  as  the  vision  hypothesis  is  concerned,  the  day  is  of  no 
consequence  whatever,  and  the  objection  upon  this  point  has  no 
force. 

There  is  another  consideration  whic^  we  must  mention,  which 
is  not  only  important  in  connection  with  an  estimate  of  the 
evidence  for  the  Resurrection,  but  the  inferences  from  which 
clearly  support  the  explanation  we  are  proposing.  Before  stating 
it  we  may,  in  passing,  again  refer  to  the  fact  that  it  is  nowhere 
affirmed  that  anyone  was  an  eye-witness  of  the  actual  Resurrection. 
It  is  supposed  to  be  proved  by  the  circumstance  that  Jesus  was 
subsequently  "seen."  Observe,  however,  that  the  part  of  this 
miracle  which  could  not  well  have  been  ascribed  to  subjective 
impressions — the  actual  resurrection — is,  naturally  enough,  not 
seen  by  anyone,  but  that  which  comes  precisely  within  the  scope 
of  such  subjective  action  is  said  to  have  been  seen  by  many.  To 
come  at  once  to  our  point,  neither  Paul,  nor  the  Gospels,  nor 
Christian  tradition  in  any  form,  pretends  that  Jesus  was  seen 
by  any  one  but  his  disciples  and  those  who  believed  in  him.  In 
fact,  Jesus  only  appeared  to  those  who  were  prepared  by  faith  and 
expectant  attention  to  see  him  in  the  manner  we  assert.  We  are 
at  present  merely  speaking  of  the  earlier  appearances,  and  reserving 
Paul  for  separate  discussion.  Why,  we  may  inquire,  did  Jesus 
not  appear  to  his  enemies  as  well  as  to  his  friends  ?  Nothing  of 
course  could  have  been  more  intelligible  than  his  desire  to  comfort 
and  reassure  those  who  believed  in  and  mourned  for  him,  but  to 
do  this  by  no  means  excluded  a  wider  manifestation  of  himself, 
supposing  him  to  have  actually  risen  from  the  dead.  On  the 
hypothesis  that  he  only  rose  again  and  was  seen  through  the 
yearning  and  enthusiastic  faith  of  his  followers,  the  reason  why  he 
was  not  seen  by  others  is  not  hard  to  find.  Yet  it  might  be 
thought  that  the  object  of  at  once  establishing  beyond  doubt  his 
supernatural  mission,  and  convincing  his  enemies  of  their  crime 
and  the  Jews  of  their  blindness  and  folly,  was  important  enough. 
Had  he  shown  himself  to  the  Chief  Priests  and  elders,  and  con- 
founded the  Pharisees  with  the  vision  of  him  whom  they  had  so 
cruelly  nailed  to  the  accursed  tree,  how  might  not  the  future  of  his 
followers  have  been  smoothed,  and  the  faith  of  many  made  strong ! 
Or  if  he  had  stood  again  in  the  Courts  of  the  Roman  Procurator, 
no  longer  a  prisoner  buffeted  and  spat  u|x>n,  but  the  glorious 
Messiah,  beyond  the  reach  of  Jewish  malignity  or  Roman 
injustice  !  But  no,  he  was  seen  by  none  but  those  devoted  to  him. 
We  shall,  of  course,  be  told  by  Apologists  that  this  also  was  "  for 
the  trial  of  our  faith  ";  though,  to  anyone  who  earnestly  reflects,  it 
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must  seem  childish  to  ask  men  to  believe  what  is  beyond  their 
reason,  yet  conceal  the  evidence  by  which  reason  is  supposed  to 
be  guided.  The  reply,  however,  is  clear :  for  the  trial  of  our  faith 
or  for  any  other  reason,  it  is  nevertheless  certain  that  this  evidence 
does  not  exist.  When  the  argument  which  we  are  now  discussing 
was  first  advanced  long  ago  by  Celsus,  Origen  had  no  better 
refutation  than,  after  admitting  the  fact  that  Jesus  was  not  after 
his  resurrection  seen  as  before  publicly  and  by  all  men,  to  take 
refuge  in  the  belief  that  the  passage  of  Paul  regarding  his  appear- 
ances contains  wonderful  mysteries  which,  if  understood,  would 
explain  why  Jesus  did  not  show  himself  after  that  event  as  he  had 
done  before  it.' 

We  must  now  proceed  to  show  that  the  vision  of  Paul  is  satis- 
factorily explained  by  the  same  hypothesis.  We  have  already 
proved  that  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  value  that  Paul's  conver- 
sion was  due  to  his  having  seen  Jesus  in  a  manner  which  he 
believed  to  be  objective  and  supernatural  To  represent  the  arch 
persecutor  Paul  transformed  in  a  moment,  by  a  miraculous  vision 
of  Jesus,  into  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  was  highly  characteristic 
of  the  author  of  Acts,  who  further  represents  Paul  as  immediately 
preaching  publicly  in  Damascus  and  confounding  the  Jews. 
Widely  different  is  the  statement  of  Paul.  He  distinctly  affirms 
that  he  did  not  commimicate  with  flesh  and  blood,  nor  went  he  up 
to  Jerusalem  to  them  which  were  Apostles  before  him,  but  that  he 
immediately  went  away  into  Arabia.  The  Fathers  delighted  in 
representing  this  journey  to  Arabia  as  an  instance  of  PauFs  fervour 
and  eagerness  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  lands  over  which  its  sound 
had  not  yet  gone  forth.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  however, 
that  Paul's  journey  to  Arabia  and  his  sojourn  there  were  for 
the  purpose  of  reflection.  It  is  only  in  legends  that  instantaneous 
spiritual  revolutions  take  place.  In  sober  history  the  process  is 
more  slow  and  progressive.  We  repeat  that  there  is  no  evidence 
which  can  at  aJl  be  accepted  that  Paul's  conversion  was  effected 
by  a  vision,  and  that  it  is  infinitely  more  probable  that  it  was,  so 
to  say,  merely  completed  and  crowned  by  "  seeing  Jesus  ";  but,  at 
the  same  time,  even  if  the  view  be  held  that  this  vision  was  the 
decisive  circumstance  which  induced  Paul  at  once  to  resign  his 

'  Contra  Cels.^  ii.  63.  It  is  curious  that,  in  an  earlier  chapter,  Origen,  dis- 
cussing the  question  of  Celsus,  whether  any  one  who  had  been  actually  dead 
had  ever  risen  with  a  real  body,  says  that  if  Celsus  had  been  a  Jew  who  believed 
that  Elijah  and  Elisha  had  raised  little  children  he  could  not  have  advanced 
this  objection.  Origen  adds  that  he  thinks  the  reason  why  Jesus  appeared  to 
no  other  nation  but  the  Jews  was,  that  they  had  become  accustomed  to  miracles, 
and  could,  by  comparing  the  works  of  Jesus  and  what  was  told  of  him  with 
what  had  been  done  before,  recognise  that  he  was  greater  than  all  who  had 
preceded  him.     ii.  57. 
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course  of  persecution  and  embrace  Christianity,  our  argument  is 
not  materially  affected.  In  any  case,  much  silent,  deep,  and 
almost  unconscious  preparation  for  the  change  must  long  before 
have  proceeded  in  the  mind  of  Paul,  which  was  finally  matured  in 
the  Arabian  waste.  Upon  no  view  that  is  taken  can  this  be 
excluded ;  upon  every  ground  of  common  sense,  experience,  and 
necessary  inference,  it  must  be  admitted. 

Indifference  is  the  only  great  gulf  which  separates  opinions. 
There  was  no  stolid  barrier  of  apathy  between  Saul  of  Tarsus  and 
belief  in  the  Messiahship  of  Jesus.  In  persecuting  Christianity, 
Paul  proved  two  things :  the  earnestness  and  energy  of  his  con- 
victions, and  the  fact  that  his  attention  was  keenly  directed  to  the 
new  sect.  Both  points  contributed  to  the  result  we  are  discussing. 
Paul's  Judaism  was  no  mere  formalism.  It  was  the  adoption, 
heart  and  soul,  of  the  religion  of  his  people ;  which  was  to  him  no 
dead  principle,  but  a  living  faith  stimulating  that  eager,  impetuous 
character  to  defend  its  integrity  with  "  fire  and  sword."  He  did 
not,  like  so  many  of  his  countrymen,  turn  away  with  scorn  from 
the  followers  of  the  despised  Nazarene  and  leave  them  to  their 
delusion ;  but  turned  to  them,  on  the  contrary,  with  the  fierce 
attraction  of  the  zealot  whose  own  belief  is  outraged  by  the 
misbelief  of  others.  The  earnest  Jew  came  into  sharp  collision 
with  the  earnest  Christian.  The  earnestness  of  eadi  was  an 
element  of  mutual  respect.  The  endurance  and  firmness  of  the 
one  might  not  melt  the  bigoted  resolution  of  the  other,  but  it 
arrested  his  attention  and  commanded  his  unconscious  sympathy. 
Just  so  would  the  persecutor  have  endured  and  resisted  persecu- 
tion ;  so,  subsequently,  he  actually  did  meet  it  And  what  was 
the  main  difference  between  the  persecutor  and  the  persecuted  ?  It 
consisted  in  that  which  constituted  the  burden  of  the  apostolic 
preaching  :  the  belief  that  "  this  was  the  Christ."  The  creed  of 
the  new  sect  at  least  was  nc  it  complicated.  It  was  little  more  at 
that  time  than  a  question  of  identity,  until  Paul  himself  developed 
it  into  an  elaborate  system  of  theology. 

In  this  question  of  identity,  however,  there  was  comprised  a  vast 
change  of  national  ideas.  To  the  devout  Jew — looking  for  the 
hope  of  Israel,  yearning  and  praying  for  the  advent  of  that  Son  of 
David  who  was  to  sit  upon  the  throne  of  his  fathers,  restore  the 
fortunes  of  the  people,  drive  out  the  heathen  and  subdue  the 
nations  again  to  the  yoke  of  Israel,  establishing  the  worship  of 
God  in  its  purity  and  turning  the  Gentiles  to  the  service  of  the 
God  of  Gods — it  was  an  abhorrent  thought  that  the  lowly  peasant 
who  had  died  a  shameful  death  on  Golgotha  should  be  represented 
as  the  Messiah,  the  promised  King  of  the  Jews.  Still,  there  was 
something  sufficiently  startling  in  the  idea  to  excite  reflection.  A 
pc^itical  aspirant,  who  pretended  to  play  the  part,  and  after  some 
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feeble  attempt  at  armed  insurrection  had  been  crushed  by  the  heel 
of  the  Roman,  could  not  have  attracted  attention.  In  that  there 
would  have  been  no  originality  to  astonish,  and  no  singularity  to 
require  explanation.  This  man,  on  the  contrary,  who  was  said  to 
be  the  Messiah,  assumed  no  earthly  dignity ;  claimed  no  kingdom 
in  this  world  ;  had  not  even  a  place  whereon  to  lay  his  head  ;  but 
ended  a  short  and  unambitious  career  as  the  teacher  of  a  simple  but 
profound  system  of  morality  by  death  on  a  cross.  There  was  no 
vulgar  imitation  here.  This  was  the  reverse  of  the  Messiah  of  the 
Jews.  In  spite  of  so  much  dissimilarity,  however,  there  was  in  the 
two  parties  a  fundamental  agreement  of  belief.  The  Jew  expected 
the  Messiah ;  the  Christian  believed  he  had  now  come.  The 
Messiah  expected  by  the  Jew  was  certainly  a  very  different  Saviour 
from  the  despised  and  rejected  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  but  at  the  root 
of  the  Christian  faith  lay  belief  in  a  Messiah.  It  was  a  thoroughly 
Jewish  belief,  springing  out  of  the  covenant  with  the  fiaithers,  and 
based  upon  the  I-aw  and  the  Prophets.  The  difference  was  not 
one  of  principle,  but  one  X)f  details.  Their  interpretation  of  the 
promises  was  strangely  dissimilar,  but  the  trust  of  both  was  in  the 
God  of  Israel.  To  pass  from  one  to  the  other  did  not  involve  the 
adoption  of  a  new  religion,  but  merely  a  modification  of  the  views 
of  the  old.  Once  convinced  that  the  Messiah  was  not  a  political 
ruler  but  a  spiritual  guide,  not  a  victorious  leader  but  a  suffering 
servant  of  God,  the  transition  from  Judaic  hopes  to  recogniticMi 
of  Jesus  was  almost  accomplished. 

It  is  clear  that  Paul,  in  his  capacity  of  Persecutor,  must  have 
become  well  acquainted  with  the  views  of  the  Christians,  and 
probably  must  have  heard  them  repeatedly  expounded  by  his 
captives  before  the  Jewish  Sanhedrin.  He  must  have  heard  the 
victims  of  his  blind  religious  zeal  affirming  their  faith  with  all  that 
ecstatic  assurance  which  springs  out  of  persecution.  The  vision 
of  Peter  contributed  to  the  vision  of  Paul.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  Paul  must  have  become  aware  of  the  application  to 
Jesus  of  Old  Testament  prophecies,  and  of  the  new  conception 
thence  derived  of  a  suffering  Messiah.  The  political  horizon  was 
certainly  not  suggestive  of  the  coming  of  the  Lord's  Anointed. 
Never  had  the  fortunes  of  Israel  been  at  a  lower  ebb.  The  hope 
of  a  Prince  of  the  house  of  David  to  restore  dominion  to  the 
fallen  race  was  hard  to  entertain.  The  suggestion  of  an  alternative 
theory  based  upon  a  new  interpretation  of  the  prophets,  if  start- 
ling, was  not  untimely,  when  the  old  confidence  was  becoming 
faint  in  many  minds,  and  the  hope  of  his  coming  seemed  so  dis- 
tant and  unsure.  If  we  do  not  misjudge  the  character  of  Paul, 
however  shocked  he  may  have  been  at  first  by  the  substitution  c^ 
a  crucified  Nazarene  for  the  triumphant  Messiah  of  his  earlier 
visions,  there  must  have  been  something  profoundly  pleasing  to  his 
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mind  in  the  conception  of  a  spiritual  Messiah.  As  he  became 
familiar  with  the  idea,  it  is  probable  that  flashes  of  doubt  must 
have  crossed  his  mind  as  to  the  correctness  of  his  more  material 
views.  If  the  belief  were  true,  which  Christians  professed,  that 
this  Jesus,  despised  and  rejected  of  men,  was  the  suffering  servant 
of  Ck)d,  and  this  servant  of  God  actually  the  Messiah  1  If 
the  claim  of  this  Jesus,  who  had  been  esteemed  smitten  of  God 
and  afflicted  had  been  verified  by  his  rising  again  from  the  dead 
and  ascending  to  the  right  hand  of  God !  This  aspect  of  the 
Messianic  idea  had  a  mystery  and  significance  congenial  to  the 
soul  of  Paul.  The  supernatural  elements  could  have  presented 
no  difficulties  to  him.  Belief  in  the  Resurrection  was  part  of  his 
creed  as  a  Pharisee.  That  the  risen  Messiah  should  have  been 
seen  by  many,  the  fundamental  idea  once  admitted,  could  not  sur- 
prise the  visionary  Jew.  We  can  well  imagine  the  conflict  which 
went  on  in  the  ardent  mind  of  Paul  when  doubts  first  entered  it ; 
his  resistance  and  struggle  for  the  faith  of  his  youth ;  the  pursu- 
ance, as  duty,  of  the  course  he  had  b^un,  whilst  the  former 
conviction  no  longer  strengthened  the  feverish  energy  ;  the  excite- 
ment of  religious  zeal  in  the  mad  course  of  persecution  not  to  be 
arrested  in  a  moment,  but  become,  by  growing  doubt,  bitterness 
and  pain  to  him  ;  the  sufiering  inflicted  sending  its  paog  into  his 
own  flesh.  There  was  ample  preparation  in  such  a  situation  for 
the  vision  of  Paul. 

The  constitution  and  temperament  of  the  Apostle  were  eminently 
calculated  to  receive  impressions  of  the  strongest  description. 
We  have  mentioned  the  conjecture  of  many  able  men  that  his 
"  stake  in  the  flesh  "  was  a  form  of  epilepsy.  It  is,  of  course,  but 
a  conjecture,  though  one  which  has  great  probability,"  and  we 
must  not  treat  it  otherwise;  but,  if  it  could  be  proved  correct, 
much  light  would  be  thrown  upon  Paul's  visions.  We  have 
discussed  the  Apostle's  statements  regarding  the  supernatural 
Charismata  in  the  Church,  and  have  seen  his  extreme  readiness 
to  believe  in  the  lavish  bestowal  of  miraculous  gifts,  where  others 
could  recognise  but  ordinary  qualities.  That  Paul  should  be 
able  to  claim  the  power  of  speaking  with  tongues  more  than  all 
the  Corinthians,  whose  exercise  of  that  spiritual  gift  he  so 
unceremoniously  restrains,  is  in  perfect  keeping  with  all  that  we 
elsewhere  learn  about  him.  Everywhere  we  find  the  keenly 
impressionable  nature  so  apt  to  fall  into  the  ecstatic  state  when 
brought  under  the  influence  of  active  religious  emotion.  "I 
must  glory,"  he  exclaims  with  irresistible  impulse  on  coming  to  a 
theme  so  congenial  to  him,  "I  must  glory;  it  is  not  indeed 
expedient,  but   I  will   come   to  visions  and   revelations  of    the 


Cf.  Gal.  iv.  13  :  i  Cor.  ii.  3. 
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Lord."'  Even  when  he  speaks  of  the  stake  in  his  flesh,  which 
he  does  in  such  suggestive  connection  with  his  visions,  he 
describes  it  as  sent  lest  he  should  "  be  exalted  above  measure  by 
the  excess  of  the  revelations/'^*  We  have  so  repeatedly  had  to 
refer  to  PauVs  claim  to  have  received  his  Gospel  by  special 
revelation  that  we  need  not  again  speak  of  it  here.  If  we  could 
quote  Acts  as  a  genuine  representation  of  Christian  tradition 
regarding  Paul,  we  might  point  out  the  visions  and  revelations 
therein  so  freely  ascribed  to  him,  but  his  own  writings  are  amply 
sufficient  for  our  purpose.  Even  his  second  journey  to  Jerusalem 
is  attributed  to  the  direction  of  revelation.3 

The  only  vision  regarding  which  the  Apostle  gives  any 
particulars  is  that  referred  to,  2  Cor.  xii.  2  :  "I  know  a  man  in 
Christ  above  fourteen  years  ago  (whether  in  the  body  I  know  not, 
whether  out  of  the  body  I  know  not,  God  knoweth),  such  an 
one  caught  up  even  unto  the  third  heaven.  3.  And  I  know  such 
a  man  (whether  in  the  body  or  out  of  the  body  I  know  not,  God 
knoweth),  4.  that  he  was  caught  up  into  Paradise  and  heard 
unspeakable  words  which  it  is  not  lawful  for  a  man  to  utter. 
5.  For  such  an  one  will  I  boast,"  etc.^  It  has  been  argued  from 
this  passage,  and  the  repetition  of  the  expression  "  whether  in  the 
body  or  out  of  the  body  I  know  not,"  that  Paul  himself  could 
clearly  distinguish  objective  facts  from  subjective  impressions. 
No  interpretation  could  well  be  more  erroneous.  It  is  evident 
that  Paul  has  no  doubt  whatever  of  his  having  been  in  the  third 
heaven  and  in  Paradise,  and  as  little  of  his  having  heard  the 
unspeakable  words.  That  is  quite  objectively  real  to  him.  His 
only  doubt  is  whether  the  body  was  caught  up  with  his  soul  upon 
this  occasion.^  No  one  who  has  carefully  considered  such 
phenomena  and  examined  the  statements  here  made  can  have  any 
doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  this  vision.  The  conception  of  being 
caught  up  into  **  the' third  heaven,"  "into  Paradise,"  and  there 
hearing  these  "  unspeakable  words  which  it  is  not  lawful  for  a  man 
to  utter,"  betrays  in  no  doubtful  manner  the  source  of  the 
subjective  impressions.  Of  course,  divines  who  are  prepared  to 
see  in  this  passage  the  account  of  an  actual  objective  event  will 
not  consider  it  evidence  that  Paul  had  subjective  visions  which  he 
believed  to  have  been  objective  facts ;  but  to  those  who,  more 
rightly  and  reasonably,  we  think,  recognise  the  subjective  character 
of  the  vision,  it  must  at  once  definitely  settle  the  point  that  Paul 
could  mistake  subjective  impressions  for  objective  realities,  and 

*  2  Cor.  xii.  I.  "2  Cor.  xii.  7.  3  Gal.  ii.  2.  ♦  2  Cor.  xii  2-5. 

s  Hilgenfeld,  Zeitschr,  wtss,  Theol.y  1864,  p.  174  f. ;  Holsien,  Zum  Ev. 
Paulus  «.  /V/r.,  p.  21  f.,  p.  122  f.  Hilgenfeld  poinu  out  that  the  representation 
of  such  a  separation  from  the  body  as  Paul  here  contemplates  is  to  be  found  in 
Philo  {De  Somnits,  i.,  §  6). 
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consequently  the  argument  for  the  similar  subjectivity  of  the  vision 
of  Jesus  becomes  complete.  The  possibility  of  such  a  mistake  is 
precisely  what  Apologists  question.  Here  is  an  instance  in  which 
the  mistake  has  clearly  been  made  by  Paul. 

The  Apostle's  own  statements  show  him  to  have  been  super- 
latively visionary  and  impressionable,  with  restless  nervous  energy, 
it  is  true,  but,  at  the  same  time,  with  keen  physical  and  mental 
susceptibility.  Liable  to  be  uplifted  by  "the  excess  of  revela- 
tions," glorying  in  "  visions  and  revelations  of  the  Lord,"  possessing 
ecstatic  powers  more  than  all  others,  subjecting  his  very  movements, 
his  visits  to  Jerusalem,  to  the  direction  of  impulses  which  he 
supposed  to  be  revelations ;  there  has  never  been  a  case  in  which 
both  temperament  and  religious  belief  more  thoroughly  combined 
to  ascribe,  with  perfect  conviction,  objective  reality  to  subjective 
impressions  connected  with  divine  things  then  occupying  his 
mind. 

Paul,  moreover,  lived  in  a  time  when  the  Messianic  longing  of 
the  Jews  led  them  to  be  profoundly  interested  students  of  the  later 
apocalyptic  writings,  which  certainly  made  a  deep  impression  upon 
the  Apostle,  and  in  which  he  must  have  been  struck  by  the  image 
of  the  promised  Messiah,  like  the  Son  of  Man,  coming  on  the 
clouds  of  heaven  (Dan.  vii.  13,  cf.  i  Cor.  xv.  47).  At  no  time  was 
such  a  vision  more  likely  to  present  itself  to  him  than  when  his 
mind  was  fixed  upon  the  Messianic  idea  with  all  the  intensity  of 
one  who  had  been  persecuting  those  who  asserted  that  the  Messiah 
had  already  come.  Here  was  reason  for  all  that  concentration  of 
thought  upon  the  subject  which  produces  such  visions ;  and  when 
doubt  and  hesitation  entered  into  that  eager  intense  spirit,  the 
conflict  must  have  been  sharp  and  the  nerves  highly  strung.  The 
Jesus  whom  he  saw  with  his  mind's  eye  was  the  climax  of  convic- 
tion in  such  a  nature ;  and  the  vision  vividly  brought  to  him 
his  own  self-reproachful  thoughts  for  mistaken  zeal,  and  the 
remorse  of  noble  souls  which  bounds  to  reparation.  He  devoted 
himself  as  eagerly  to  Christianity  as  he  had  previously  done  to 
Judaism.  He  changed  the  contents  but  not  the  form  of  his  mind. 
Paul  the  Christian  was  the  same  man  as  Paul  the  Jew ;  and,  in 
abandoning  the  conception  of  a  Messiah  "  according  to  the  flesh," 
and  placing  his  whole  faith  in  one  "  according  to  the  spirit,"  he 
displayed  the  same  characteristics  as  before.  The  revolution  in  his 
mind,  of  which  so  much  is  said,  was  merely  one  affiecting  the 
Messianic  idea.  He  did  not  at  a  bound  become  the  complete 
Apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  but,  accepting  at  first  nothing  more  than 
belief  in  a  Messiah  according  to  the  spirit,  his  comprehensive  and 
peculiar  system  of  theology  was,  of  course,  only  the  result  of 
subsequent  reflection.  That  his  conviction  should  have  been  com- 
pleted by  a  subjective  vision  is  no  more  strange  than  that  he 

3M 
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should  believe  in  supernatural  Charismata,  miraculous  speaking 
with  tongues,  and  bein^  actually  caught  up  into  the  third  heaven, 
into  Paradise,  and  heanng  there  unutterable  words  which  it  is  not 
lawful  for  a  man  to  utter.  Paul  evidently  never  questioned  the 
source  of  his  visions.  They  were  simply  accepted  as  divine 
revelations,  and  they  excited  all  the  less  of  misgiving  in  his  soul 
from  the  fact  that,  without  doubt,  they  expressed  the  expected 
solution  of  problems  which  intensely  occupied  his  mind,  and 
reflected  conclusions  already  practically  formed  by  his  own 
thoughts.* 

There  remain  two  points  to  be  briefly  considered.  The  first  of 
these  is  the  assertion,  constantly  made  in  various  shapes,  that  the 
cardinal  miracles  of  the  Resurrection  and  Ascension  were  pro- 
claimed as  unquestionable  facts,  without  contradiction,  at  a  time 
when  such  an  assertion  might  have  been  easily  refuted.  The 
production  of  the  body,  the  still  occupied  sepulchre,  it  is  said, 
would  have  set  such  pretensions  at  rest.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say 
that  the  proclamation  of  the  Resurrection  and  Ascension  as  facts 
proved  nothing  beyond  the  belief,  perhaps,  of  those  who  asserted 
them.  So  far  as  Paul  is  concerned,  we  may  seek  in  vain  for  any 
assertion  of  a  bodily  Ascension.  But  there  is  not  the  slightest 
evidence  to  show  when  the  Resurrection  and  Ascension  were  first 
publicly  proclaimed  as  unquestionable  facts.  Even  the  Gospels 
do  not  state  that  they  were  mentioned  beyond  the  circle  of  dis- 
ciples. The  second  Synoptist,  who  does  not  state  that  Jesus 
himself  was  seen  by  anyone,  makes  the  curious  affirmation  at  the 
close  of  his  Gospel  as  we  have  it,  that  the  women,  on  receiving 
the  announcement  of  the  Resurrection  from  the  angels,  and  the 
command  for  the  disciples  and  Peter  to  go  into  Galilee,  **  went 
out  and  fled  from  the  sepulchre ;  for  trembling  and  astonishment 
seized  them,  and  they  said  nothing  to  anyone;  for  they  were 
afraid."*  In  the  fourth  Gospel,  although  the  "  beloved  disciple  " 
went  into  the  sepulchre,  "  and  he  saw  and  believed,"  it  is  related 
of  him  and  Peter :  "  So  the  disciples  went  away  again  unto  their 
own  home. "3     The  Eleven,  in  fact,  who  all  forsook  their  Master 

'  *'  If  those  appearances  (to  his  disciples)  were  purely  subjectivey^  objects 
Dr.  Farrar,  *'how  can  we  account  for  their  sudden,  rapid,  and  total  ces- 
sation?* (Life  of  Christy  ii.,  p.  432,  note  i).  We  might  reply  that, 
if  objective,  such  a  cessation  would  be  still  more  unaccountable.  Being  sub- 
jective, the  appearances,  of  course,  ceased  when  the  conditions  of  excitement 
and  expectancy  which  produced  them  passed  away.  But,  in  point  of  fact, 
they  dia  not  suddenly  and  totally  cease.  The  appearance  to  Paul  occurred 
after  a  considerable  interval,  and  there  is  the  tradition  of  more  than  one 
appearance  to  him ;  but  throughout  the  history  of  the  Church  we  hear  of 
smiilar  subjective  visions  whenever  a  fitting  individual  has  hccn.  found  in  the 
state  to  receive  them. 

»  Mark  xvi.  8.  3  John  xx,  xo. 
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and  fled — who  are  represented  as  meeting  with  closed  doors  "  for 
fear  of  the  Jews  " — with  dosed  doors  after  eight  days,  it  is  again 
said,  although  a  week  before  ten  of  them  are  said  to  have  seen 
Jesus — were  not  likely  to  expose  themselves  to  the  fate  of  Jesus 
by  rushing  into  the  highways  and  asserting  the  Resurrection. 
Beyond  the  statement  of  the  Gospels,  the  value  of  which  we  have 
seen,  and  which  is  accompanied  by  so  many  confused  circum- 
stances, there  is  no  evidence  whatever  that  the  sepulchre  was 
found  empty.  There  is  no  evidence  that  the  sepulchre  was  really 
known  to  the  disciples,  none  of  whom,  probably,  was  present  at 
the  crucifixion ;  and  it  might  well  be  inferred  that  the  women, 
who  are  represented  as  ignorant  that  the  body  had  already  been 
embalmed,  yet  who  are  the  chief  supposed  witnesses  for  the  empty 
sepulchre  and  the  infonnants  of  the  disciples,  were  equdly 
ignorant  of  the  sepulchre  in  which  the  body  was  laid.  We  might 
ask  whether  the  500  brethren  who  are  said  to  have  seen  Jesus  at 
the  same  time  came  from  Galilee,  or  wherever  they  were,  and 
examined  the  state  of  the  sepulchre?  We  have  already  said, 
however,  that,  if  the  sepulchre  had  been  shown  to  be  empty,  the 
very  last  thing  which  could  be  proved  by  that  circumstance  would 
be  the  correctness  of  the  assertion  that  it  had  become  so  in 
consequence  of  a  stupendous  miracle.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it 
had  been  shown  that  it  was  occupied  by  a  body,  it  is  exceedingly 
doubtful  whether  the  fact  would  have  convinced  anyone  not 
previously  sure  that  Jesus  could  not  have  risen  from  the  dead,  and 
he  would  not  have  required  such  evidence.  When  the  Resur- 
rection was  publicly  proclaimed  as  a  fact,  the  body  could  no  longer 
have  been  recognisable  ;  and  the  idea  that  any  of  those  in  autho- 
rity could  have  thought  such  demonstration  necessary  to  refute  a 
story  whispered  about  amongst  an  obscure  sect  in  Jerusalem,  or 
even  more  courageously  asserted,  is  a  product  of  later  times. 
When  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  head  of  the  nascent  sect,  was 
suppressed  by  a  shameful  death,  his  humble  and  timid  followers 
were,  obviously,  for  a  time  despised ;  and  there  is  little  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  chief  priests  and  rulers  of  the  Jews  would  have 
condescended  to  any  public  contradiction  of  their  affirmations,  if 
they  had  even  felt  indifference  to  the  defilement  of  exposing,  for 
such  a  purpose,  a  decaying  body  to  the  gaze  of  Jerusalem.  This 
kind  of  refutation  is  possible  only  in  the  imagination  of  divines. 
Besides,  what  evidence  is  there  that  even  a  single  indifferent 
person  found  the  sepulchre  empty?  There  is  not  an  iota  of 
proof. 

On  the  contrary,  there  is  the  very  strongest  evidence  that,  when 
the  assertion  of  the  Resurrection  and  Ascension  as  "  unquestion- 
able facts  "  was  made,  it  was  contradicted  in  the  only  practical  and 
practicable  way  conceivable:  (i)  by  all  but  universal  disbelief  in 
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Jerusalem  ;  (2)  by  actual  persecution  of  those  who  asserted  it  It 
is  a  perfectly  undeniable  fact  that  the  great  mass  of  the  Jews 
totally  denied  the  truth  of  the  statement  by  disbelieving  it,  and 
that  the  converts  to  Christianity,  who  soon  swelled  the  numbers 
of  the  Church  and  spread  its  influence  amongst  the  nations,  were 
not  the  citizens  of  Jerusalegi,  who  were  capable  of  refuting  such 
assertions,  but  strangers  and  Gentiles.  The  number  of  the  commu- 
nity of  Jerusalem  after  the  forty  days  seems  to  be  stated  by  the 
author  of  Acts  as  "about  120,"  and,  although  the  numbers 
added  to  the  Church,  according  to  this  document,  are  evidently 
fabulous,  the  converts  at  Pentecost  are,  apparently,  chiefly  from 
amongst  the  devout  men  of  every  nation  upon  earth  congr^ated 
at  Jerusalem.  To  this  hour  the  Jews  have  retained  as  their 
inheritance  the  denial  by  their  forefathers  of  the  asserted  facts. 
The  assertion,  secondly,  was  emphatically  denied  by  the  perse- 
cution, as  soon  as  it  became  worth  any  one's  while  to  persecute, 
of  those  who  made  it.  It  was  in  this  way  denied  by  Paul  himself, 
at  a  time  when  verification  was  infinitely  more  possible  than  when 
he  came  to  join  in  the  assertion.  Are  we  to  suppose  that  the 
Apostle  took  no  trouble  to  convince  himself  of  the  facts  before  he 
began  to  persecute  ?  He  was  in  the  confidence  of  the  high  priests, 
it  seems;  can  he  ever  have  heard  the  slightest  doubt  from  them  on 
the  subject  ?  Is  it  not  palpable  that  Paul  and  his  party,  by  their 
very  pursuit  of  those  who  maintained  such  allegations,  stigmatised 
them  as  falsehoods,  and  perhaps  as  imposture  ?  If  it  be  said  that 
Paul  became  convinced  of  his  mistake,  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that 
his  conversion  was  not  due  to  local  and  circumstantial  evidence, 
but  to  dogmatic  considerations  and  his  supposed  vision  of  Jesus. 
He  disbelieved  when  the  allied  occurrences  were  recent  and,  as 
it  is  said,  capable  of  refutation ;  he  believed  when  the  time  for 
such  refutation  had  passed. 

The  second  point  to  which  we  have  referred  is  the  vague  and 
final  objection  of  Apologists  that,  if  the  vision  of  Jesus  was  merely 
subjective,  the  fabric  of  the  Church  and  even  of  Christianity  is 
based  upon  unreality  and  self-deception.  Is  this  possible  ?  they 
ask.  Is  it  possible  that  for  eighteen  centuries  the  Resurrection 
and  Ascension  have  been  proclaimed  and  believed  by  millions, 
with  no  other  original  foundation  than  self-delusion  ?  The  vague- 
ness and  apparent  vastness  of  this  objection,  perhaps,  make  it  a 
formidable  argumentum  ad  haminem,  but  it  vanishes  into  very 
small  proportions  as  we  approach  it.  Must  we,  then,  understand 
that  the  dogmas  of  all  religions  which  have  been  established  must 
have  been  objective  truths  ?  and  that  this  is  a  necessary  inference 
from  their  wide  adoption  ?  If  so,  then  all  historical  religions  before 
Christianity,  and  after  it,  must  t^dce  rank  as  substantially  true.  In 
that  case  the  religion  of  the  Veda,  of  Buddha,  of  Zoroaster,  of 
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Mohammed,  for  instance,  can  as  little  be  based  on  unreality  and  self- 
deception  as  Christianity.  They  have  secured  wide  acceptance 
from  mankind.  Millions  have  for  centuries  devoutly  held  their 
tenets,  and  to  this  day  the  followers  of  Sikya  Muni  are  as  numerous 
as  the  believers  in  the  religion  of  Paul.  If  not,  the  objection  at 
once  falls  to  the  ground  as  an  argument,  and  the  problem  becomes 
a  simple  matter  of  evidence,  which  has  been  fully  discussed  and 
disposed  of. 

When  we  analyse  the  fact,  it  becomes  apparent  that,  ultimately, 
belief  in  the  Resurrection  and  Ascension  resolves  itself  into  the 
belief  of  a  few  or  of  one.  It  requires  very  little  reflection  to  perceive 
that  the  Christian  Church  is  founded  much  more  upon  belief  in  the 
Resurrection  than  on  the  reality  of  the  fact  itself.  Nothing  is  more 
undeniable  than  the  circumstance  that  not  more  than  a  very  small 
number  of  men  are  even  alleged  to  have  seen  the  risen  Jesus. 
The  mass  of  those  who  have  believed  in  the  Resurrection  have 
done  so  because  of  the  assurance  of  these  few  men,  and  perhaps 
because  they  may  have  been  led  to  think  that  the  event  was 
predicted  in  Scripture.  Up  to  this  day,  converts  to  the  dogma 
are  made,  if  made  at  all,  upon  the  assurance  of  Paul  and  the 
Gospels.  The  vast  question  at  last  dwindles  down  to  the  inquiry : 
Can  a  few  men,  can  one  man,  draw  erroneous  inferences  and  be 
honestly  deceived  by  something  supposed  to  have  been  seen? 
We  presume  that  there  can  be  no  hesitation  in  giving  an  affirmative 
reply.  The  rest  follows  as  a  matter  of  course.  Others  simply 
believe  the  report  of  those  who  have  believed  before  them.  In 
course  of  time,  so  many  believe  that  it  is  considered  almost  out- 
rageous to  disbelieve  or  demand  evidence.  The  number  of  those 
who  have  believed  is  viewed  at  last  as  an  overwhelming  proof  of 
the  truth  of  the  creed. 

It  is  a  most  striking  and  extraordinary  fact  that  the  life  and 
teaching  of  Jesus  have  scarcely  a  place  in  the  system  of  Paul. 
Had  we  been  dependent  upon  him,  we  should  have  had  no  idea 
of  the  Great  Master  who  preached  the  Sermon  on  the  Moimt, 
and  embodied  pure  truths  in  parables  of  such  luminous  simplicity. 
His  noble  morality  would  have  remained  unknown,  and  his 
lessons  of  rare  spiritual  excellence  have  been  lost  to  the  world. 
Paul  sees  no  significance  in  that  life,  but  concentrates  all  interest 
in  the  death  and  Resurrection  of  his  Messiah.  The  ecclesiastical 
Christianity  which  was  mainly  PauPs  work  has  almost  effaced  the 
true  work  of  Jesus.  In  the  sepulchre  hewn  out  of  the  rock  are 
deposited  the  teaching  and  example  of  Jesus,  and  from  it  there 
rises  a  mystic  Christ  lost  in  a  halo  of  theology. 
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We  have  seen  that  Divine  Revelation  could  only  be  necessary  or 
conceivable  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  to  us  something 
which  we  could  not  otherwise  discover,  and  that  the  truth  of 
communications  which  are  essentially  beyond  and  undiscoverable 
by  reason  cannot  be  attested  in  any  other  way  than  by  miraculous 
signs  distinguishing  them  as  divine.  It  is  admitted  that  no  other 
testimony  could  justify  our  believing  the  specific  Revelation  which 
we  are  considering,  tiie  very  substance  of  which  is  supernatural 
and  beyond  the  criticism  of  reason,  and  that  its  doctrines,  if  not 
proved  to  be  miraculous  truths,  must  inevitably  be  pronounced 
"the  wildest  delusions."  "By  no  rational  being  could  a  just  and 
benevolent  life  be  accepted  as  proof  of  such  astonishing 
announcements." 

On  examim'ng  the  alleged  miraculous  evidence  for  Christianity 
as  Divine  Revelation,  we  find  that,  even  if  the  actual  occur- 
rence of  the  supposed  miracles  could  be  substantiated,  their 
value  as  evidence  would  be  destroyed  by  the  necessary  admission 
that  miracles  are  not  limited  to  one  source  and  are  not  exclusively 
associated  with  truth,  but  are  performed  by  various  spiritual 
Beings,  Satanic  as  well  as  Divine,  and  are  not  always  evidential, 
but  are  sometimes  to  be  regarded  as  delusive  and  for  the  trial  of 
faith.  As  the  doctrines  supposed  to  be  revealed  are  beyond 
Reason,  and  cannot  in  any  sense  be  intelligently  approved  by  the 
human  intellect,  no  evidence  which  is  of  so  doubtful  and 
inconclusive  a  nature  could  sufficiently  attest  them.  This  alone 
would  disqualify  the  Christian  miracles  for  the  duty  which  only 
miracles  are  capable  of  performing. 

The  supposed  miraculous  evidence  for  the  Divine  Revelation, 
moreover,  is  not  only  without  any  special  divine  character,  being 
avowedly  common  also  to  Satanic  agency,  but  it  is  not  original 
either  in  conception  or  details.  Similar  miracles  aje  reported  long 
antecedently  to  the  first  promulgation  of  Christianity,  and  con- 
tinued to  be  performed  for  centuries  after  it.  A  stream  of  miracu- 
lous pretension,  in  fact,  has  flowed  through  all  human  history, 
deep  and  broad  as  it  has  passed  through  the  darker  ages,  but 
dwindling  down  to  a  thread  as  it  has  entered  days  of  enlighten- 
ment. The  evidence  was  too  hackneyed  and  commonplace  to 
make  any  impression  upon  those  before  whom  the  Christian 
miracles  are  said  to  have  been  performed,  and  it  altogether  failed 
to  convince  the  people  to  whom  the  Revelation  was  primarily 
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addressed.  The  selection  of  such  evidence  for  such  a  purpose  is 
much  more  characteristic  of  human  weakness  than  of  divine 
power. 

The  true  character  of  miracles  is  at  once  betrayed  by  the  fact 
thai  their  supposed  occurrence  has  thus  been  confined  to  ages  of 
ignorance  and  superstition,  and  that  they  are  absolutely  unknown 
in  any  time  or  place  where  science  has  provided  witnesses  fitted 
to  appreciate  and  ascertain  the  nature  of  such  exhibitions  of 
supernatural  power.  There  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  that 
any  attempt  was  made  to  investigate  the  supposed  miraculous 
occurrences,  or  to  justify  the  inferences  so  freely  drawn  from 
them,  nor  is  there  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  witnesses  pos- 
sessed, in  any  considerable  degree,  the  fulness  of  knowledge  and 
sobriety  of  judgment  requisite  for  the  purpose.  No  miracle 
has  yet  established  its  claim  to  the  rank  even  of  apparent  reality,  • 
and  all  such  phenomena  must  remain  in  the  dim  region  of 
imagination.  The  test  applied  to  the  largest  class  of  miracles, 
connected  with  demoniacal  possession,  discloses  the  falsity  of  all 
miraculous  pretension. 

There  is  no  uncertainty  as  to  the  origin  of  belief  in  supernatural 
interference  with  nature.  The  assertion  that  spurious  miracles 
have  sprung  up  round  a  few  instances  of  genuine  miraculous  power 
has  not  a  single  valid  argument  to  support  it.  History  clearly 
demonstrates  that,  wherever  ignorance  and  superstition  have  pre- 
vailed, every  obscure  occurrence  haa  been  attributed  to  super- 
natural agency,  and  it  is  freely  acknowledged  that,  under  their 
influence,  inexplicable  and  miraculous  are  convertible  terms.  On 
the  other  hand,  in  proportion  as  knowledge  of  natural  laws  has 
increased,  the  theory  of  supernatural  interference  with  the  order  of 
nature  has  been  dispelled,  and  miracles  have  ceased.  The  effect 
of  science,  however,  is  not  limited  to  the  present  and  future,  but 
its  action  is  equally  retrospective,  and  phenomena  which  were  once 
ignorantly  isolated  from  the  sequence  of  natural  cause  and  effect 
are  now  restored  to  their  place  in  the  unbroken  order.  Ignorance 
and  superstition  created  miracles  ;  knowledge  has  for  ever  aimihi- 
lated  them. 

To  justify  miracles  two  assumptions  are  made :  first,  an  Infinite 
Personal  God ;  and  second,  a  Divine  design  of  Revelation,  the 
execution  of  which  necessarily  involves  supernatural  action. 
Miracles,  it  is  argued,  are  not  contrary  to  nature,  or  effects  pro- 
duced without  adequate  causes,  but,  on  the  contrary,  are  caused 
by  the  intervention  of  this  Infinite  Personal  God  for  the  purpose 
of  attesting  and  carrying  out  the  Divine  design.  Neither  of  the 
assumptions,  however,  can  be  reasonably  maintained. 

The  assumption  of  an  Infinite  Personal  God,  a  Being  at  once 
limited  and  unlimited,  is  a  use  of  language  to  which  no  mode  of 
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human  thought  can  possibly  attach  itself.  Moreover,  the  assump- 
tion of  a  God  working  miracles  is  emphatically  excluded  by 
universal  experience  of  the  order  of  nature.  The  allegation  of  a 
specific  Divine  cause  of  miracles  is  further  inadequate  fixjm  the 
fact  that  the  power  of  working  miracles  is  avowedly  not  limited  to 
a  Personal  God,  but  is  also  ascribed  to  other  spiritual  Beings ;  and 
it  must,  consequently,  always  be  impossible  to  prove  that  the 
supposed  miraculous  phenomena  originate  with  one  and  not  with 
another.  On  the  other  hand,  the  assumption  of  a  Divine  design 
of  Revelation  is  not  suggested  by  antecedent  probability,  but  is 
derived  from  the  very  Revelation  which  it  is  intended  to  justify,  as 
is  likewise  the  assumption  of  a  Personal  God,  and  both  are  equally 
vicious  as  arguments.  The  circumstances  which  are  supposed  to 
require  this  Divine  design,  and  the  details  of  the  scheme,  are 
absolutely  incredible,  and  opposed  to  all  the  results  of  science. 
Nature  does  not  countenance  any  theory  of  the  original  perfection 
and  subsequent  degradation  of  the  human  race;  and  the  sup- 
position of  a  frustrated  original  plan  of  creation,  and  of  later 
impotent  endeavours  to  correct  it,  is  as  inconsistent  with  Divine 
omnipotence  and  wisdom  as  the  proposed  punishment  of  the 
human  race,  and  the  mode  devised  to  save  some  of  them,  are 
opposed  to  justice  and  morality.  Such  assumptions  are  essentially 
inadmissible,  and  totally  fail  to  explain  and  justify  miracles. 

Whatever  definition  may  be  given  of  miracles,  such  exceptional 
phenomena  must  at  least  be  antecedently  incredible.  In  the 
absence  of  absolute  knowledge,  human  belief  must  be  guided  by 
the  balance  of  evidence,  and  it  is  obvious  that  the  evidence  for 
the  uniformity  of  the  order  of  nature,  which  is  derived  from 
universal  experience,  must  be  enormously  greater  than  can  be  the 
testimony  for  any  alleged  exception  to  it.  On  the  other  hand, 
universal  experience  prepares  us  to  consider  mistakes  of  the  senses, 
imperfect  observation,  and  erroneous  inference  as  not  only  possible, 
but  eminently  probable  on  the  part  of  the  witnesses  of  phenomena, 
even  when  they  are  perfectly  honest  and  truthful,  and  more 
especially  so  when  such  disturbing  causes  as  religious  excitement 
and  superstition  are  present.  When  the  report  of  the  original 
witnesses  only  reaches  us  indirectly  and  through  the  medium  of 
tradition,  the  probability  of  error  is  further  increased.  Thus  the 
allegation  of  miracles  is  discredited,  both  positively  by  the 
invariability  of  the  order  of  nature,  and  negatively  by  the  fallibility 
of  human  observation  and  testimony.  The  history  of  miraculous 
pretension  in  the  world,  and  the  circumstances  attending  the 
special  exhibition  of  it  which  we  are  examining,  suggest  natural 
explanations  of  the  reported  facts  which  wholly  remove  them  fix)m 
the  region  of  the  supernatural. 

When  we  proceed  to  examine  the  direct   witnesses  for  the 
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Christian  miracles,  we  do  not  discover  any  exceptional  circumstances 
neutralising  the  preceding  considerations.  On  the  contrary,  we 
find  that  the  case  turns  not  upon  miracles  substantially  before  us, 
but  upon  the  mere  narratives  of  miracles  said  to  have  occurred 
over  eighteen  hundred  years  ago.  It  is  obvious  that,  for  such 
narratives  to  possess  any  real  force  and  validity,  it  is  essential  that 
their  character  and  authorship  should  be  placed  beyond  all  doubt. 
They  must  proceed  from  eye-witnesses  capable  of  estimating  aright 
the  nature  of  the  phenomena.  Our  four  Gospels,  however,  are 
strictly  anonymous  works.  The  superscriptions  which  now 
distinguish  them  are  undeniably  of  later  origin  than  the  works 
themselves,  and  do  not  proceed  from  the  composers  of  the  Gospels. 
Of  the  writers  to  whom  these  narratives  are  traditionally  ascribed, 
only  two  are  even  said  to  have  been  Apostles,  the  alleged  authors 
of  the  second  and  third  Synoptics  neither  having  been  personal 
followers  of  Jesus  nor  eye-witnesses  of  the  events  they  describe. 
Under  these  circumstances,  we  are  wholly  dependent  upon  external 
evidence  for  information  regarding  the  authorship  and  trustworthi- 
ness of  the  four  canonical  Gospels. 

In  examining  this  evidence  we  proceeded  upon  clear  and 
definite  principles.  Without  forming  or  adopting  any  theory 
whatever  as  to  the  date  or  origin  of  our  Gospels,  we  simply  searched 
the  writings  of  the  Fathers,  during  a  century  and  a  half  after  the 
events  in  question,  for  infbrmarion  regarding  the  composition  and 
character  of  these  works,  and  even  for  any  certain  traces  of  their 
use,  although,  if  discovered,  these  could  prove  little  beyond  the 
mere  existence  of  the  Gospels  used  at  the  date  of  the  writer.  In 
the  latter  and  minor  investigation  we  were  guided  by  canons  of 
critidsm  previously  laid  down,  and  which  are  based  upon  the 
simplest  laws  of  evidence.  We  foimd  that  the  writings  of  the 
Fathers,  during  a  century  and  a  half  after  the  death  of  Jesus,  are  a 
complete  blank  so  far  as  any  evidence  regarding  the  composition 
and  character  of  our  Gospels  is  concerned,  unless  we  except  the 
tradition  preserved  by  Papias,  after  the  middle  of  the  second 
century,  the  details  of  which  fully  justify  the  conclusion  that 
our  first  and  second  Synoptics,  in  their  present  form,  cannot  be 
the  works  said  to  have  been  composed  by  Matthew  and  Mark. 
There  is  thus  no  evidence  whatever  directly  connecting  any  of 
the  canonical  Gospels  with  the  writers  to  whom  they  are  popu- 
larly attributed,  and  later  tradition,  of  little  or  no  value  in  itself,  is 
separated  by  a  long  interval  of  profound  silence  from  the  epoch  at 
which  they  are  supposed  to  have  been  composed.  With  one 
exception,  moreover,  we  found  that,  during  the  same  century  and 
a  half,  there  is  no  certain  and  unmistakable  trace  even  of  the 
anonymous  use  of  any  of  our  Gospels  in  the  early  Church.  This 
fact,  of  course,  does  not  justify  the  conclusion  that  none  of  these 
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Gospels  was  actually  in  existence  during  any  part  of  that  time,  nor 
have  we  anywhere  suggested  such  an  inference;  but  strict  examina- 
tion of  the  evidence  shows  that  there  is  no  positive  proof  that  they 
were.  The  exception  to  which  we  refer  is  Marcion's  Gospel, 
which  was,  we  think,  based  upon  our  third  Synoptic,  and  conse- 
quently must  be  accepted  as  evidence  of  the  existence  of  that 
work.  Marcion,  however,  does  not  give  the  slightest  information 
as  to  the  authorship  of  the  Grospel,  and  his  charges  against  it  of 
adulteration  cannot  be  considered  very  favourable  testimony  as  to 
its  infallible  character.  If  it  be  received  that  Tatian's  Diatessaron 
is  based  upon  our  four  Gospels,  nothing  further  than  their  mere 
existence  at  that  period  is  proved.  The  canonical  Gospels  con- 
tinue to  the  end  anonymous  documents  of  no  evidential  value 
for  miracles.  They  do  not  themselves  pretend  to  be  inspired 
histories,  and  they  cannot  escape  from  the  ordinary  rules  of 
criticism.  Internal  evidence  does  not  modify  the  inferences  from 
external  testimony.  Apart  from  continual  minor  contradictions 
throughout  the  first  three  Gospels,  it  is  impossible  to  reconcile 
the  representations  of  the  Synoptics  with  those  of  the  fourth 
Gospel.  They  mutually  destroy  each  other  as  evidence.  They 
must  be  pronounced  mere  narratives,  compiled  long  after  the 
events  recorded,  by  unknown  persons  who  were  neither  eye- 
witnesses of  the  alleged  miraculous  occurrences,  nor  hearers  of 
the  statements  they  profess  to  report.  They  cannot  be  accepted 
as  adequate  testimony  for  miracles  and  the  reality  of  Divine 
Revelation. 

Applying  these  tests  to  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  we  arrived  at 
the  same  results.  Acknowledged  to  be  composed  by  the  same 
author  who  produced  the  third  Synoptic  that  author's  identity  is 
not  thereby  made  more  clear.  There  is  no  evidence  of  the 
slightest  value  regarding  its  character,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
work  itself  teems  to  such  an  extent  with  miraculous  incidents  and 
supernatural  agency  that  the  credibility  of  the  narrative 
requires  an  extraordinary  amount  of  attestation  to  secure  for  it 
any  serious  consideration.  When  the  statements  of  the  author 
are  compared  with  the  emphatic  declarations  of  the  Apostle 
Paul,  and  with  authentic  accounts  of  the  development  of  the 
early  Christian  Church,  it  becomes  evident  that  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  as  might  have  been  supposed,  is  a  legendary  composi- 
tion of  a  later  day,  which  cannot  be  regarded  as  sober  and 
credible  history,  and  rather  discredits  than  tends  to  establish  the 
reality  of  the  miracles  with  which  its  pages  so  suspiciously 
abound. 

The  remaining  books  of  the  New  Testament  Canon  required 
no  separate  examination,  because,  even  if  genuine,  they  contain 
no  additional  testimony  to  the  reality  of  Divine  Revelation,  beyond 
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the  implied  belief  in  such  doctrines  as  the  Incarnation  and  Resur- 
rection. It  is  unquestionable,  we  suppose,  that  in  some  form  or 
other  the  Apostles  believed'  in  these  miracles,  and  the  assumption 
that  they  did  so  supersedes  the  necessity  for  examining  the 
authenticity  of  the  Catholic  Epistles  and  Apocalypse.  In  like 
manner,  the  recognition  as  genuine  of  four  Epistles  of  Paul,  which 
contain  his  testimony  to  miracles,  renders  it  superfluous  to  discuss 
the  authenticity  of  the  other  letters  attributed  to  him. 

The  general  belief  in  miraculous  power  and  its  possession  by  . 
the  Church  is  brought  to  a  practical  test  in  the  case  of  the  Apostle 
Paul.  After  elaborate  consideration  of  his  letters,  we  came  to 
the  unhesitating  conclusion  that,  instead  of  establishing  the  reality 
of  miracles,  the  unconscious  testimony  of  Paul  clearly  demon- 
strates the  facility  with  which  erroneous  inferences  convert  the 
most  natural  phenomena  into  supernatural  occurrences. 

As  a  final  test,  we  carefully  examined  the  whole  of  the  evidence 
for  the  cardinal  dogmas  of  Christianity  :  the  Resurrection  and 
Ascension  of  Jesus.  First  taking  the  four  Gospels,  we  foimd  that 
their  accounts  of  these  events  are  not  only  full  of  legendary 
matter,  but  that  they  even  contradict  and  exclude  each  other ;  and 
so  far  from  establishing  the  reality  of  such  stupendous  miracles, 
they  show  that  no  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  the  statements  of 
the  unknown  authors.  Taking  next  the  testimony  of  Paul,  which 
is  more  important  as  at  least  authentic  and  proceeding  from  an 
Apostie  of  whom  we  know  more  than  of  any  other  of  the  early 
missionaries  of  Christianity,  we  saw  that  it  was  indefinite  and 
utterly  insufficient.  His  so-called  "  circumstantial  account  of  the 
testimony  upon  which  the  belief  in  the  Resurrection  rested" 
consists  merely  of  vague  and  undetailed  hearsay,  differing,  so  far 
as  it  can  be  compared,  from  the  statements  in  the  Gospels,  and 
without  other  attestation  than  the  bare  fact  that  it  is  repeated  by 
Paul,  who  doubtless  believed  it,  although  he  had  not  himself  been 
a  witness  of  any  of  the  supposed  appearances  of  the  risen  Jesus 
which  he  so  briefly  catalogues.  PauFs  own  personal  testimony  to 
the  Resurrection  is  limited  to  a  vision  of.  Jesus,  of  which  we  have 
no  authentic  details,  seen  many  years  after  the  alleged  miracle. 
Considering  the  peculiar  and  highly  nervous  temperament  of  Paul, 
of  which  he  himself  supplies  abundant  evidence,  there  can  be  no 
hesitation  in  deciding  that  this  vision  was  purely  subjective,  as 
were  likewise,  in  all  probability,  the  appearances  to  the  excited 
disciples  of  Jesus,  if  they  ever  really  occurred.  The  testimony  of 
Paul  himself,  before  his  imagination  was  stimulated  to  ecstatic 
fervour  by  the  beauty  of  a  spiritualised  religion,  was  an  earnest 
denial  of  the  great  Christian  dogma  emphasised  by  the  active 
persecution  of  those  who  affirmed  it ;  and  a  vision,  especially  in 
the  case  of  one  so  constituted,  supposed  to  be  seen  many  years 
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after  the  fact  of  the  Resurrection  had  ceased  to  be  capable  of 
verification,  is  not  an  argument  of  convincing  force.  We  were 
compelled  to  pronounce  the  evidence  for  the  Resurrection  and 
Ascension  absolutely  and  hopelessly  inadequate  to  prove  the 
reality  of  such  stupendous  miracles,  which  must  consequently  be 
unhesitatingly  rejected.  There  is  no  reason  given,  or  even  con- 
ceivable, why  allegations  such  as  these,  and  dogmas  affecting 
the  religion  and  even  the  salvation  of  the  human  race,  should  be 
accepted  upon  evidence  which  would  be  declared  totally  insufficient 
in  the  case  of  any  common  question  of  property  or  title  before  a 
legal  tribunal.  On  the  contrary,  the  more  momentous  the  point 
to  be  established,  the  more  complete  must  be  the  proof  required. 

If  we  test  the  results  at  which  we  have  arrived  by  general 
considerations,  we  find  them  everywhere  confirmed  and  established. 
There  is  nothing  original  in  the  claim  of  Christianity  to  be  regarded 
as  Divine  Revelation,  and  nothing  new  either  in  the  doctrines  said 
to  have  been  revealed,  or  in  the  miracles  by  which  it  is  alleged  to 
have  been  distinguished.  There  has  not  been  a  single  historical 
religion  largely  held  amongst  men  which  has  not  pretended  to  be 
divinely  revealed,  and  the  written  books  of  which  have  not  been 
represented  as  directly  inspired.  There  is  not  a  doctrine, 
sacrament,  or  rite  of  Christianity  which  has  not  substantially 
formed  part  of  earlier  religions;  and  hot  a  single  phase  of  the 
supernatural  history  of  the  Christ,  from  his  miraculous  conception, 
birth,  and  incarnation,  to  his  death,  resurrection,  and  ascension, 
which  has  not  had  its  counterpart  in  earlier  mythologies.  Heaven 
and  hell,  with  characteristic  variation  of  details,  have  held  an 
important  place  in  the  eschatology  of  many  creeds  and  races. 
The  same  may  be  said  even  of  the  moral  teaching  of  Christianity, 
the  elevated  precepts  of  which,  although  in  a  less  perfect  and 
connected  form,  had  already  suggested  themselves  to  many  noble 
minds  and  been  promulgated  by  ancient  sages  and  philosophers. 
That  this  Inquiry  into  the  reality  of  Divine  Revelation  has  been 
limited  to  the  claim  of  Christianity  has  arisen  solely  from  a 
desire  to  condense  it  within  reasonable  bounds,  and  confine  it  to 
the  only  religion  in  connection  with  which  it  could  practically 
interest  us  now. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  history  and  achievements  of  Christianity 
which  can  be  considered  characteristic  of  a  religion  divinely 
revealed  for  the  salvation  of  mankind.  Originally  said  to  have 
been  communicated  to  a  single  nation,  specially  selected  as  the 
peculiar  people  of  God,  and  for  whom  distinguished  privil^es 
were  said  to  be  reserved,  it  was  almost  unanimously  rejected  by 
that  nation  at  the  time,  and  it  has  continued  to  be  repudiated  by 
its  descendants  with  singular  unanimity  to  the  present  day.  After 
more  than  nineteen  centuries,  this  Divine  scheme  of  salvation  has 
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not  obtained  even  the  nominal  adhesion  of  more  than  a  third  of 
the  human  race,  and  if,  in  a  census  of  Christendom,  distinction 
could  now  be  made  of  those  who  no  longer  seriously  believe  in  it 
as  Supernatural  Religion,  Christianity  would  take  a  much  lower 
numerical  position.  Sikya  Muni,  a  teacher  only  second  in 
nobility  of  character  to  Jesus,  and  who,  like  him,  proclaimed  a 
system  of  elevated  morality,  has  even  now  almost  twice  the 
number  of  followers,  although  his  missionaries  never  sought 
converts  in  the  West.  Considered  as  a  scheme  Divinely  devised 
as  the  best,  if  not  only,  mode  of  redeeming  the  human  race  and 
saving  them  from  eternal  damnation,  promulgated  by  God  himself 
incarnate  in  human  form,  and  completed  by  his  own  actual 
death  upon  the  cross  for  the  sins  of  the  world,  such  results  as 
these  can  only  be  regarded  as  practical  failure,  although  they  may 
not  be  disproportionate  for  a  system  of  elevat^  morality. 

We  shall  probably  never  be  able  to  determine  how  far  the  great 
Teacher  may,  through  his  own  speculations  or  misunderstood 
spiritual  utterances,  have  suggested  the  supernatural  doctrines 
subsequently  attributed  to  him,  and  by  which  his  whole  history  and 
system  soon  became  transformed;  but  no  one  who  attentively 
studies  the  subject  can  fail  to  be  struck  by  the  absence  of  such 
dogmas  from  the  earlier  records  of  his  teaching.  It  is  to  the 
excited  veneration  of  the  followers  of  Jesus  that  we  owe  most 
of  the  supernatural  elements  so  characteristic  of  the  age  and 
people.  We  may  look  in  vain,  even  in  the  synoptic  Gospels,  for 
the  doctrines  elaborated  in  the  Pauline  Epistles  and  the  Gospel  of 
Ephesus.  The  great  transformation  of  Christianity  was  effected  by 
men  who  had  never  seen  Jesus,  and  who  were  only  acquainted 
with  his  teaching  after  it  had  become  transmuted  by  tradition. 
The  fervid  imagination  of  the  East  constructed  Christian  theology. 
It  is  not  difficult  to  follow  the  development  of  the  creeds  of  the 
Church,  and  it  is  certainly  most  instructive  to  observe  the  progres- 
sive boldness  with  which  its  dogmas  were  expanded  by  pious 
enthusiasm.  The  New  Testament  alone  represents  several  stages 
of  dogmatic  evolution.  Before  his  first  followers  had  passed 
away  the  process  of  transformation  had  commenced.  The  disciples, 
who  had  so  often  misunderstood  the  teaching  of  Jesus  during  his 
life,  piously  distorted  it  after  his  death.  His  simple  lessons  of 
meekness  and  humility  were  soon  forgotten.  With  lamentable 
rapidity,  the  elaborate  structure  of  ecclesiastical  Christianity, 
following  stereotyped  lines  of  human  superstition,  and  deeply 
coloured  by  Alexandrian  philosophy,  displaced  the  simple  morality 
of  Jesus.  Doctrinal  controversy,  which  commenced  amongst  the 
very  Apostles,  has  ever  since  divided  the  unity  of  the  Christian 
body.  The  perverted  ingenuity  of  successive  generations  of 
Churchmen  has  filled  the  world  with  theolc^cal  quibbles,  which 
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naturally  enough  culminated  in  doctrines  of  Immaculate  Concep- 
tion and  Papal  Infallibility. 

It  is  sometimes  affirmed,  however,  that  those  who  proclaim 
such  conclusions  not  only  wantonly  destroy  the  dearest  hopes  of 
humanity,  but  remove  the  only  solid  basis  of  morality ;  and  it  is 
alleged  that,  before  existing  belief  is  disturbed,  the  iconoclast  is 
bound  to  provide  a  substitute  for  the  shattered  idol.      To  this 
we  may  reply  that   speech  or  silence  does  not  alter  the  reality 
of  things.     The  recognition  of  Truth  cannot  be  made  dependent 
on  consequences,  or  be  trammelled  by  considerations  of  spurious 
expediency.      Its  declaration  in  a  serious  and  suitable  manner  to 
those  who  are  capable  of  judging  can  never  be  premature.     Its 
suppression  cannot  be  effectual,  and  is  only  a  humiliating  compro- 
mise with  conscious  imposture.     In  so  far  as  morality  is  concerned, 
belief  in  a  system  of  future  rewards  and  punishments,  although  of 
an  intensely  degraded  character,  may,  to  a  certain  extent,  have 
promoted  observance  of  the  letter  of  the  law  in  darker  ages  and 
even  in  our  own ;  but  it  may,  we  think,  be  shown  that  education 
and  civilisation  have  done  infinitely  more  to  enforce  its  spirit. 
How    far    Christianity    has    promoted    education    and    civilisa- 
tion  we   shall   not    here  venture  adequately  to   discuss.      We 
may    emphatically    assert,    however,    that    whatever    beneficial 
effect  Christianity  has  produced  has  been  due,  not  to  its  super- 
natural dogmas,  but  to  its  simple  morality.     Dogmatic  theology, 
on  the  contrary,  has  retarded  education  and  impeded  science. 
Wherever    it    has    been   dominant   civilisation   has   stood  still. 
Science  has  been  judged  and  suppressed  by  the  light  of  a  text  or 
a  chapter  of  Genesis.     Almost  every  great  advance  which  has  been 
made  towards  enlightenment  has  been  achieved  in  spite  of  the 
protest  or  the  anathema  of  the  Church.     Submissive  ignorance, 
absolute  or  comparative,  has  been  tacitly  fostered  as  the  most 
desirable  condition  of  the  popular  mind.     "  Except  ye  be  con- 
verted, and  become  as  little  children,  ye  shall  not  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,"  has  been  the  favourite  text  of  Doctors  of 
Divinity  with  a  stock  of  incredible  dogmas  difficult  of  assimilation 
by  the  virile  mind.      Even  now  the  friction  of  theological  resis- 
tance   is  a  constant    waste    of    intellectual  power.     The  early 
enunciation  of  so   pure   a  system  of  morality,   and  one  so  in- 
telligible to  the  simple  as  well  as   profound  to  the  wise,  was- 
of  great  value  to  the  world ;  but,  experience  being  once  systema- 
tised  and   codified,   if  higher  principles  do   not    constrain  us, 
society   may  safely  be  left  to   see  morals  sufficiently  observed. 
It   is  true  that,  notwithstanding  its   fluctuating   rules,    morality 
has  hitherto   assumed    the   character   of  a    Divine   institution; 
but  its  sway  has  not,  in  consequence,  been  more  real  than  it  must 
be  as  the  simple  result  of  human  wisdom  and  the  outcome  of 
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social  experience.  The  choice  of  a  noble  life  is  no  longer  a 
theological  question,  and  ecclesiastical  patents  of  truth  and 
uprightness  have  finally  expired.  Morality,  which  has  ever 
changed  its  complexion  and  modified  its  injunctions  according  to 
social  requirements,  will  necessarily  be  enforced  as  part  of  human 
evolution,  and  is  not  dependent  on  religious  terrorism  or  super- 
stitious persuasion.  If  we  are  supposed  to  say.  Cut  bono  ?  and 
only  practise  morality,  or  be  ruled  by  right  principles,  to  gain  a 
heaven  or  escape  a  hell,  there  is  nothing  lost ;  for  such  grudging 
and  calculated  morality  is  merely  a  spurious  imitation  which  can 
as  well  be  produced  by  social  compulsion.  But  if  we  have  ever 
been  really  penetrated  by  the  pure  spirit  of  morality,  if  we  have  in 
any  degree  attained  that  elevation  of  mind  which  instinctively 
turns  to  the  true  and  noble  and  shrinks  from  the  baser  level  of 
thought  and  action,  we  shall  feel  no  need  of  the  stimulus  of  a 
system  of  rewards  and  punishments  in  a  future  state  which  has  for 
so  long  been  represented  as  essential  to  Christianity. 

The  argument  so  often  employed  by  theologians,  that  Divine 
Revelation  is  necessary  for  man,  and  that  certain  views  con- 
tained in  that  Revelation  are  required  by  our  moral  conscious- 
ness, is  purely  imaginary  and  derived  from  the  Revelation  which 
it  seeks  to  maintain.  The  only  thing  absolutely  necessary  for  man 
is  Truth ;  and  to  that,  and  that  alone,  must  our  moral  conscious- 
ness adapt  itself.  Reason  and  experience  forbid  the  expectation 
that  we  can  acquire  any  knowledge  otherwise  than  through  natural 
channels.  We  might  as  well  expect  to  be  supematurally  nourished 
as  supematurally  informed.  To  complain  that  we  do  not  know  all 
that  we  desire  to  know  is  foolish  and  unreasonable.  It  is  tanta- 
mount to  complaining  that  the  mind  of  man  is  not  differently 
constituted.  To  attain  the  full  altitude  of  the  Knowable,  whatever 
that  may  be,  should  be  our  earnest  aim,  and  more  than  this  is  not 
for  humanity. 

We  gain  more  than  we  lose  by  awaking  to  find  that  our  theology 
is  human  invention,  and  our  eschatologyan  unhealthy  dream.  We  are 
freed  from  the  incubus  of  base  Hebrew  mythology,  and  firom  doctrines 
of  Divine  government  which  outrage  morality  and  set  cruelty  and 
injustice  in  the  place  of  holiness.  If  we  have  to  abandon  cherished 
anthropomorphic  visions  of  future  blessedness,  the  details  of 
which  are  either  of  unseizable  dimness  or  of  questionable  joy,  we 
are  at  least  delivered  from  quibbling  discussions  of  the  meaning 
of  alwvtos,  and  our  eternal  hope  is  unclouded  by  the  doubt 
whether  mankind  is  to  be  tortured  in  hell  for  ever  and  a  day,  or 
for  a  day  without  the  ever.  At  the  end  of  life  there  may  be  no 
definite  vista  of  a  Heaven  glowing  with  the  light  of  apocalyptic 
imagination,  but  neither  will  there  be  the  unutterable  horror  of  a 
Purgatory  or  a  Hell,  lurid  with  flames,  for  the  helpless  jvictims  of 
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an  unjust  but  omnipotent  Creator.  To  entertain  such  libellous 
representations  at  all  as  part  of  the  contents  of  "  Divine  Revela- 
tion," it  was  necessary  to  assert  that  man  was  incompetent  to  judge 
of  the  ways  of  the  God  of  Revelation,  and  must  not  suppose  him 
endowed  with  the  perfection  of  human  conceptions  of  justice  and 
mercy,  but  submit  to  call  wrong  right  and  right  wrong  at  the  foot 
of  an  almighty  Despot.  But  now  the  reproach  of  such  reasoning 
is  shaken  from  our  shoulders,  and  returns  to  the  Jewish  superstition 
from  which  it  sprang. 

Let  us  ask  what  has  actually  been  destroyed  by  such  an  inquiry 
pressed  to  its  logical  conclusion.  Can  Truth  by  any  means  be 
made  less  true?  Can  reality  be  melted  into  thin  air?  The 
supposed  Revelation  not  being  a  reality,  that  which  has  been 
destroyed  is  only  an  illusion,  and  that  which  is  left  is  the  truth. 
Losing  belief  in  it  and  its  contents,  we  have  lost  nothing  but  that 
which  the  traveller  loses  when  the  mirage,  which  has  displayed 
cool  waters  and  green  shades  before  him,  melts  swiftly  away. 
There  were  no  cool  fountains  really  there  to  allay  his  thirst ;  no 
flowery  meadows  for  his  wearied  limbs ;  his  pleasure  was  delusion, 
and  the  wilderness  is  blank.  Rather  the  mirage,  with  its  pleasant 
illusion,  is  the  human  cry,  than  the  desert  with  its  barrenness. 
Not  so,  is  the  friendly  warning  ;  seek  not  vainly  in  the  desert  that 
which  is  not  there,  but  turn  rather  to  other  horizons  and  to  surer 
hopes.  Do  not  waste  life  clinging  to  ecclesiastical  dogmas  which 
represent  no  eternal  verities,  but  search  elsewhere  for  truth  which 
may  haply  be  found. 
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Polycarp,   574  f.  ;    by    Epistle    to 
Diinetus,  578  f. ;  by  Tatian,  576  f. ; 
by  Dionysius  of  Corinth,  58a;   by 
Athenagoras,  580  f.  ;  by  Epistle  of 
Vienne  and  Lyons,  ?8o  f.  ;   Canon 
of   Muratori    on,   581  f. ;    Fathers 
assign  it  to  Luke,  582 ;  discussion 
of  authorship,  582  f,  ;  not  written 
by  Luke  the  follower  of  Paul,  583  f.; 
evidence  regardingauthorship,  585  f. ; 
Luke  not  mentioned  in,  586  ;  views 
of  Fathers  regarding  him,  587  f.  ; 
Ewald  on  authorship  of  Luke,  588 ; 
argument  from  superscription,  588  f. ; 
traditional  view  of  autnorship  un- 
supported by  evidence,  590  f.  ;  the 
personal  sections,  591  f.;  could  not 
have  been  written  by  companion  of 
Paul,  595  f. ;   comparison  with  the 
Pauline  Epistles,  595  f.  ;  theory  of 
authorship    of    Timothy,    598    f.  ; 
personal  sections  do  not  solve  prob- 
lems, 599  f.;  considerations  exclud- 
ing   Luke  by  proving  later  date, 
600  f.  ;    use  of  works  of  Josephus 
by  author,  605  f.  ;  consequent  aate, 
611  ;   original   purpose   of   author, 
613  f.;    parallelism  between  Peter 
and  Paul,  617  t ;  the  speeches  in,  | 
618  f.  ;     speeches     composed    by 
author,  621   f.  ;   speeches  of  Peter  1 
and  Paul  compared,  623  f.  ;   sup-  | 
posed  traces  ot  translation,  629  f.  ;  < 
mconeruities  in    speech   of  Peter,  | 
632  L^ ;   is  its  account  of  primitive  > 
Oiristianity  true,  638  f.;  martyrdom  | 
of  Stephen  in,  659  f. ;  no  other  evi-  ( 


dence  of  Stephen's  existence,  661  f. ; 
his  trial  in,  662  f . ;  based  on  that  of 
Jesus,  663  f. ;  how  could  Stephen*s 
speech  have  been  reported,  665  f. ; 
errors  in  the  speech,  666  f. ;  speech 
examined,  667  f.;  the  speech  com- 
posed by  author,  670  f.;  Philip  and 
tlie  Eunuch  in,  673  f. ;  raising  of  Tabi- 
tha  from  dead  by  Peter,  676  f. ;  Peter 
and  Cornelius  in,  677  f.;  Paul  and 
Ananias  in,  679  f.;  Peter  in  the 
house  of  a  tanner  in  Joppa,  681 
supposed  abrogation  of  Mosaic  pro- 
scriptions, 681  ;  statements  of,  com 
TOred  with  Paul's  Epistles,  686  f. 
Paul's  visits  to  Jeru^em  in,  com 
pared  with  Paul's  Epistles,  687  f. ; 
question  of  circumcision  at  Antioch, 
700  f.,  709  f. ;  council  at  Jerusalem 
and  Paul's  Epistles,  703  f. ;  Peter's 
speech,  706  f.;  speech  of  James, 
711  f.  ;  speeches  composed  by 
author,  713  f.;  the  Apostolic  Decree, 
714  f.;  the  Decree  composed  by 
author,  716  f.;  Paul's  account  ex- 
cludes Decree,  718  f.;  no  trace  of 
Decree  anywhere,  723  f.;  the  alleged 
circumcision  of  Titus,  725  t ;  Paul 
preaches  a  different  Gospel,  729  f. ; 
the  final  agreement  of  the  Council, 
730  f. ;  alleged  circumcision  of 
Timothy,  736  f.;  Paul's  relation  to 
the  Twelve  misrepresented  in,  743  f. ; 
conclusion :  Acts  not  hbtorical, 
750 1 ;  the  Gift  of  Tongues  in,  781  f. ; 
the  account  in,  must  be  rejected, 

787  f.;    origin  of   the  account  in, 

788  f.;  the  Ascension  in,  844  f.; 
representation  of  Paul's  vision  in, 
not  historical,  867  f. 

Alford,  Dean,  on  discrepancr^  regard- 
ing appearances  of  Je^us,  043,  n.  2. 
Ai^elology  and  Demonology  of  Jews, 

Apocalypse  of  John,  referred  to   as 
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Scripture  by  Justin  Martyr,  i88f., 
512  f.;  in  Ouion  of  Muratori,  429  f. ; 
testimony  of  Papias  according  to 
Andrew  of  Csesarea,  485  f. ;  Diony- 
sius  of  Alexandria  denies  author- 
ship of  John,  511,  513  f.;  Ltlcke*s 
argument  on  it,  511  f,;  de  Wette's 
argument,  512 ;  Ewald's  argument, 
J 1 2,  515  f.;  external  argument  for 
John's  authorship,  512  f.;  Melito  of 
Sardis  wrote  on  it,  513  ;  assigned  to 
Cerinthus,  514 ;  certainty  of  date  of, 
514  ;  objection  on  ground  of  author*s 
calling  himself  ** Servant  of  Christ" 


statements  of  Hippolytus,  327  £.; 
they  do  not  refer  to  him,  but  to  his 
followers,  328  f. ;  alleged  references 
to  fourth  Gospel,  498  f. 

Beelen,  on  :  "to  the  Jew  first,**  734, 
n.  I. 

Beyschlag,  his  view  of  some  appear* 
ances  of  Jesus,  856,  n.  4. 

Brodie,  Sir  Benjamin,  on  brain  im- 
pressions, 877. 

Butler,  Bishop,  Christianity  beyond 
reason,  3 ;  so  can  only  be  proved 
by  miracles,  3  f. 


only,  514  f.;  Judaistic  diaracter  of,  Canons  of  Criticism  regarding  Gos- 
516  f.;  character  of  John  in  Synop-  pels,  122  f.;  illustrations  of,  122  f., 
tics,  519  f.;  this  strongly  in  favour        308. 

of  his  authorship,  521  f.;  attacks  <  Carpenter,  Dr.,  on  spectral  illusions, 
Paul  in  Epistles  to  the  Churches,  |  878  f. ;  occurring  to  many  at  same 
522  f.,  747  f.  time,  881. 

ApoUinaris,  Claudius,  395  f. ;  fragments  I  Celsus,  his  work :  True  Doctrine,  422  f. ; 


attributed  to  him,  395 ;  on  the  Pass- 
over, 395  f.;  no  evidence  for  fourth 
Gospel,  505. 

Arnold,  Dr.,  on  Miracles,  12. 

Ascensio  Isata^  referred  to  by  Origen 
and  Epiphanius,6i,  n.  5;  Angel  of 
Sun  and  Moon,  61. 

Ascension,  Resurrection  and,  evidence 
of  the  Gospels,  808  f.;  not  peculiar  to 
Christianity,  846 ;  evidence  of  Paul 
for,  851  f. ;  evidence  inadequate, 
872  f. 

Athenagoras,  cosmical  theories  of,  72 ;  I 
worksascribed  to  him,  398  f. ;  alleged  1 
references  to  S)moptics,  399  f.;  no  | 
evidence  for  fourth  Gospel  in,  505  ;  I 
his  Logos  doctrine  not  that  of  Gos- 
pel, 505- 

Atterbury,  Bishop,  Christianity  can 
only  be  attested  by  miracles,  3  f. 

Augustine,  Saint,  demonology  of,  79  f. ; 
on  antipodes,  80  f. ;  miracles  report- 
ed by,  100  f. 

£|ARNA6AS,  Epistle  of,  on  clean  and 
unclean  animals,  81  f.;  account  of, 
137  f.;  identity  of  author,  137;  date 
of,  138  f.;  alleged  use  of  Synoptics 
examined,  139  f.;  alleged  reference 
to  fourth  Gospel,  435  ?, 

Basilides,  fragments  of  writings  of, 
322  f. ;  opinions  of  Tischendorf  and 
Westcott  regarding  them,  322  f.; 
his  gospel,  323  f.;  statements  of 
Agrippa  Castor,  323  f. ;  alleged  quo- 
tations from  Synoptics,  325  f.;  alleged 


Origen*s    refutation,   422  f.;    date, 
422  f.,  427  ;  Origen's  ignorance  re- 

fardinij  him,  422  f. ;  no  evidence  for 
ynoptics,  427  ;  nor  for  fourth  Gos- 
pel, 507. 
Christianity,  not  the  only  religion 
claiming  to  be  divinely  revealed,  i  f. ; 
evidence  for  it  must  be  supernatural, 
2  f. ;  primitive,  638  f. ;  only  a  sect 
of  Judaism,  641  f. ;  the  Synoptics  a 
history  of  Jesus  the  Messiah,  642  f. ; 
Jesus  uoheld  Mosaism,646f.;  Prose- 
lytes, 053  f. ;  development  of,  749  f. 
Clement   of  Alexandria,  his  cosmical 

theories,  71  f.,  77  f. 
Clement  of  Rome,  on  the  Phcenix,  81  ; 
I  Epistle  to  Corinthians,  128  f. ;  date, 
129  f .  ;  allied  use  of  Synoptics, 
131  f.;  no  references  to  fourth  Gos- 
pel* 435. 
Qementines,  Cosmical  theories  of,  77 
f.;  how  composed,  299  f.;  not  by 
Clement  of  Rome,  298  f;  date  of  the 
Homilies,  300  f. ;  alWed  quotations 
of  Synoptics,  301  i.  ;  animosity 
against  Paul,  318  f.;  discovery  of 
concluding  portion  by  Dressel,  4i86 ; 
alleged  reference  to  fourth  Gospel, 
486  f. ;  quotation  from  Apocr3rphal 
Gospel,  489 ;  its  views  opposea  to 
those  of  fourth  Gospel,  4^  f.;  es- 
sential identity  of  Judiiaism  and 
Christianity  maintained  in,  492  f.; 
they  maintain  that  Jesus  preached 
only  one  year,  496. 
Credner,  on  Canon  of  Muratori  and 
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fourth  Gospel,  509;    his  argument 
for  John  as  author  of  fourth  Gospel, 
523  f. 
Cyprian   of   Carthage,   on     Demons, 
73- 

Demonology  and  Angelology  of  Jews, 
64  f. 

Diognetus,  Epistle  to,  author  un- 
known, 320  f. ;  last  two  chapters  by 
different  author,  321  f.;  date,  321  ; 
no  references  to  Synoptics,  321  ; 
claimed  as  witness  for  fourth  Gospel, 

496  f.;  final  statement  of  the  case, 

497  f.      • 

Dionysius  of  Alexandria  argues  that 
fourth  Gospel  and  Apocalypse  not 
by  same  author,  511  ;  attributes 
Gospel  to  Apostle  John,  511. 

Dionysius  of  Cforinth,  fragments  of  his 
wntings  and  date,  381  f.;  interpre- 
tations of  Scriptures  of  the  Lordy 

382  f.;  Tischendorfs  and  Westcott's 
strange  inferences,  382  f.;   refuted, 

383  f ;  no  evidence  for  fourth  Gos- 
pel, 505. 

DoUinger,  Dr.  von,  on  the  Charismata, 
775,  777  f. 

Enoch,  Book  of,  on  Angels  and 
Demons,  59  f. 

Eusebius,  Angelology  and  Demon- 
ology, 79  f. ;  silence  of,  270  f. ;  on 
Hegesippus,  270  f.;  on  Papias, 
276  f.,  290  f. ;  on  Pantsenus,  291  f. ; 
on  Matthew's  Gospel,  292  f;  on 
Tatian's  Diatessaron^  370  f. 

Ewald,  on  miracles,  19,  n.  i ;  on 
authorship  of  fourth  Gospel,  512  f.; 
his  theory  regarding  its  composition, 
53S  ^M  55^  ^'J  oii  Luke  as  author  of 
Acts,  588  f.;  on  belief  regarding 
souls  of  dead,  888,  n.  i. 

Farrar,  Dr.,  if  miracles  incredible 
Christianity  false,  7 ;  on  Hume's 
argument,  45  f. ;  on  earthquake  and 
resurrection  of  saints  at  Crucifixion, 
317  f.;  on  "some  doubted,"  842, 
n.  I  ;  on  subjectivity  of  authors  of 
Go^ls,  847 ;  on  Westcott's  remarks 
on  Resurrection,  847,  n.  2  ;  his  view 
of  appearance  of  Jesus  to  Cephas, 
856,  n.  I,  882;  objections  to  visions 
being  subjective,  898,  n.  i. 

Fathers,  The,  their  cosmical  theories, 
71  f. 


Gfrorer,  his  view  of  fourth  Gospel, 
558  f.;  his  view  of  appearance  of 
Jesus  to  Cephas,  856,  n.  i  ;  his 
"  Scheintod"  theory,  875,  n.  i. 

Gospel,  The  fourth,  External  evidence 
for,  435  f-;  statement  regarding  it 
in  Cai^on  of  Muratori,  507  f. ;  Canon 
ascribes  it  to  John,  508  f. ;  Credner 
argues  it  ascribes  it  to  another,  509  ; 
authorship  and  character  of,  510  f. ; 
difference  of  Greek  between  it  and 
Apocalypse,  511  f.;  not  both  by 
same  author,  511  f ;  Dionysius  of 
Alexandria  assigns  it  to  John,  511, 
5 1 3  f. ;  LUcke  on  this  probkm,  5 1 1  f. ; 
de  Wette's  argument,  512  f.;  ex- 
ternal evidence  for  John  as  author 
of  Apocalypse,  512  f ;  character  of 
John  in  Synoptics  proves  his  author- 
ship of  ApcNcalypse,  516  f.;  and 
against  his  authorship  of  Gospel, 
522  f. ;  its  Greek  compared  with  that 
of  Apocalypse,  524  f.;  the  Lojg^os 
doctrme,  525  f. ;  its  animosity  against 
Jews,  526  f. ;  author  not  a  Jew,  526  f. ; 
errors  from  that  fact,  527  f. ;  state- 
ments regarding  Pool  of  Bethesda 
examined,  529  X. ;  r^^arding  woman 
of  Samaria,  531  f.;  indications  in 
Synoptics,  532  f. ;  the  desciple  whom 
Jesus  loved,  535  f. ;  chap,  xxi.,  538  f.; 
Ewald's  theory  regarding  it,  538  f ; 
author  not  eye-witness  of  scenes 
described,  545  f. ;  fundamental  differ- 
ence between  it  and  Synoptics,  548 
f. ;  few  miracles  in  common,  551  f. ; 
the  last  supper,  552  f ;  the  arrest, 
553  f. ;  the  inscription  on  the  Cross, 
554,  810;  the  raising  of  Lazarus, 
555  f*;  the  teaching  of  Jesus  pro- 
foundly different  from  that  of  Sy- 
noptics, 557  f ;  Gfrorer's  view  of 
John's  authon^p,  559  f.;  the 
arguments  destroy  its  historical 
value,  ^60  f.;  artificial  construc- 
tion, 501  f.;  Paschal  controversy 
against  Jean's  authorship,  563  f.; 
Irenseus  on  necessity  for  four  gospels, 
564  f.;  its  testimony  of  no  value 
for  miracles,  565 ;  its  evidence  for 
Resurrection  and  Ascension,  808  f. ; 
chronology  of  Passion  Week,  810  ; 
parting  the  garments,  811 ;  the  two 
malefactors,  811  f.;  the  mother  of 
Jesus,  813  ;  the  sayings  on  the  Cross, 
814  f.;  miracles  durii^  the  Cruci- 
fixion, 816;    thrust  of  spear   and 
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Crorifiragiom,  Sao  f.;  the  Descent 
from  the  cross,  823  f. ;  the  Entomb- 
ment, 824  f.;  the  Embalmment, 
825  f.;  the  Resurrection,  829  f.; 
Mary  Magdalene  at  the  Sepulchre, 
835  f->  appearance  to  the  Eleven, 
839  f. ;  incredulity  of  Thomas,  841  f. ; 
the  Ascension,  844  f. 
Gospels,  The  Synoptic,  the  evidence 
required  for,  121  f.;  canons  of  criti- 
dsm,  122  f.;  result  of  examination 
of  evidence  reg^ding  them,  433  f.; 
they  give  a  history  of  Jesus  the 
Messiah,  642  f.;  t}ie  suffering 
Messiah,  644  f. ;  their  evidence  for  1 
Resurrection  and  Ascension,  808  f. ; 
chronology  of  Passion  Week,  810  f. ;  ' 
inscription  on  the  Cross,  554  f.,  j 
810 ;  parting  of  the  garments,  811; 
the  two  malefactors,  811  f.;  the 
mocking  speeches,  812  f.;  the  say- 
ings on  the  Cross,  814  f.;  miracles 
during  the  Crucifixion,  816  f. ;  the 
Descent  from  the  Cross,  823  f. ;  the 
Entombment,  824  f. ;  the  Embalm- 
ment, 825  f. ;  watch  at  the  Sepul- 
chre, 827  f.;  the  Resurrection, 
829  f.;  the  journey  to  Emmaus, 
837  f. ;  the  Ascension,  844  f. ;  famili- 
arity   with    resurrection  of    dead, 

848  f.;  episode  of  Transfiguration, 

849  f. 

Hamilton,  Sir  William,  on  a  god  j 
understood,  43,  n.  2.  < 

Harris,  Dr.  Rendel,  on  Teaching  of  1 
the  Twelve  Apostles,  151,  n.  i,  441 ;  | 
on  Bar-Hebraeus  and  Diatessaron  of  1 
Tatian,  375  ;  on  Arabic  Diatessaron,  I 
380.  i 

Hegesippus,  account  of  and  date,  268  ' 
f. ;  use  of  Gospel  according  to  the  He- 
brews, 270  f. ;  fragments  of  his  works,  ' 
270  f.  ;  his  account  of  martyrdom  of  j 
James  the  Just,  272  f.  ;  alleged  refer- 
ences  to  Synoptics,   272  f.  ;   frag- 
ment     preserved      by     Stephanus 
Gobarus,  275 ;  alleged  reference  to 
fourth  Gospel,  474  f. 

Heracleon  and  Ptolemaeus,  date  408  f. ; 
Tischendorfs  argument,  409  f. ;  re- 
futed, 411  f. ;  afleged  references  to 
Synoptics,  421  f.;  no  evidence  for 
fourth  Gospel,  506. 

Hermas,  see  Shepherd. 

Herschel,  Sir  John,  subject  to  involun- 
tary visual  impressions,  878. 


Heurtley,  Dr.,   Christianity  must  be 

attested  by  miracles,  4. 
Hibbert,    Dr.,   on  spectral    illusions, 

880  f. 
Hippolytus,  his  references  to  Basilides 

and  his  school,  328  f.  ;  references  to 

Valentinus  and  his  school,  330  f.  ; 

unwarrantable  assertions  of  Tischen- 

dorf  regarding  him,  330  f. 
Holsten,  on  cry  from  Cross,  876,  n.  i. 
Hume,  his  argument  on  miracles,  45  f. 

Ignatius,  Epistles  of,  158  f.;  their 
different  forms,  158  f.  ;  question  of 
their  date  and  authenticity,  162  f.  ; 
arguments  of  Dr.  Lightfoot,  163  f.  ; 
on  case  of  Paul,  104 ;  on  case  of 
Peregrinus,  164  f. ;  reasons  for 
believing  martyrdom  of  Ignatius  in 
Antioch  and  not  in  Rome,  166  f.  ; 
evidence  of  John  Malalas,  168  f.  ; 
remains  of,  interred  long  in  Antioch, 
170  f.  ;  Epistles  spurious,  171  ; 
allied  references  to  Synoptics,  171 
f.  ;  alleged  references  to  fourth 
Gospel,  441  f. 

Irenaeus,  his  argument  against  disciples 
of  Valentinus,  332  f. ;  date  of^  his 
work  against  Heresies,  411  f.  ;  quo- 
tations from  Presbyters,  479  f. ;  on 
necessity  for  four  Gospels,  564  f. 

Jerome,  on  Pantsenus,  291  f.;  on 
appearance  of  Jesus  to  James,  857. 

Josephus,  on  King  Solomon  and 
demons,  69  f. ;  Jewish  superstitions, 

70  f. ;  use  of  his  works,  by  author  of 
third  Synoptic  and  Acts,  605  f.; 
Ascension  of  Moses,  846. 

Jowett,  Dr. ,  on  PauPs  relation  to  party 
of  Circumcision,  746,  n.  2. 

Judas,  different  accounts  of  his  death, 
by  Papias,  296;  in  Acts,  632  f., 
636  f. ;  in  third  Synoptic,  637. 

Justin     Martjrr,     cosmical     theories, 

71  f. ;  account  of,  181  f.  ;  date  of 
his  works,  182  f . ;  Memoirs  of  the 
Aoostles,  182  f . ;  not  our  Gospels, 
184  f.  ;  title  does  not  indicate 
plurality  of  Gospels,  186  f.  ;  read  in 
Christian  assemblies,  187  f.;  refers 
to  Apocalypse  of  John  asprophecy, 
188  f.;  references  to  Old  Testament, 
188  f. ;  descent  of  Jesus  always  traced 
through  Mary,  190  f. ;  removal  of 
Toseph  to  Bethlehem  from  uncanon- 
ical  source,   194  f.  ;  genealogies  of 
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Jesus  dififerent  from  Synoptics,  195  f. ; 
also  birth  and  infeincy,  196  f. ;  Magi 
from  Arabia,  198  f. ;  Jesus  believed 
to  be  carpenter,  199  f. ;  narrative  of 
baptism,  200  f.  ;  miracles  of  Jesus 
explained  as  magical  art,  204  f. ; 
peculiarities  of  trial  of  Jesus,  205  f. ; 
similarity  to  Gospel  of  Peter,  207  f. ; 
Agony  in  Garden,  208  f.  ;  details  of 
Crucifixion,  210  f.  ;  alleged  use  of 
Synoptics  examined,  216  f.;  com- 
parisons of  references  to  Sermon  on 
Mount  with  Synoptics,  219  f.  ; 
systematic     variation    from     them, 

240  f.;   further  allied   references, 

241  f.;  alleged  quotations  advanced 
by  Dr.  Westcott  examined,  243  f.; 
summary  of  result,  257  f. ;  sayings  of 
Jesus  unknown  to  Synoptics,  258  f. ; 
was  name  of  Peter  connected  with 
the  "Memoirs,"  261  f.;  Gospel  of 
Peter  and  of  the  Hebrews,  262  f.; 
result  regarding  alleged  quotations, 
266  £ ;  tdleged  references  to  fourth 
Gospel,  440  f. ;  his  Ix>gos  doctrine 
derived  from  Philo,  449  f. ;  and  from 
Old  Testament  and  its  Apocrypha, 
454  f. ;  his  narratives  of  Jesus  opposed 
to  those  of  fourth  Gospel,  437  f. 

Lactantius,  Angelology  and  Demon- 
ology  of,  78  f.  ;  on  antipodes,  80. 

Liddon,  Dr.,  necessity  of  miraculous 
evidence,  22,  n.  i.  | 

Lishtfoot,  John,  D.  D. ,  Master  of  | 
Catherine  Hall,  on  Jewish  super-  ' 
stition,  57  f.,  885  f. 

Li^tfoot,  Dr.,  on  Teaching  of  the 
Twelve  Apostles,  150  f.;  on  martyr 
journey  of  Ignatius,  163  f.;  on  case 
of  Paul,  164  ;  on  case  of  Peregrinus, 
164  f.;  on  John  Malalas,  168  f.;  on  ! 
Papias  in  Ckronkon  PaschalCy  278, 
n.  6 ;  on  Oracles  of  God,  287,  n.  2  ; 
on  I  Cor.  X.  on  the  Apostles  of  the 
Circumcision,  654,  n.  i,  656,  n.  2 
and  n.  3;  on  **  Many  days"  of  Acts,  | 
690,  n.  I  and  3  ;  on  visits  of  Paul 
to  Jerusalem,  701,  n.  2;  on  Judaisers 
in  Paul's  Epistle,  713,  n.  3 ;  on  I 
Cor.  xii.  10,  763,  n.  4.  [ 

Logos  doctrine,  in  Canonical  Epistles,  I 
449  f.;  in  Philo,  450  f.;  sources  of,  ' 
in  Justin   Martyr,  453  f.;    in   Old 
Testament  and  Apocrypha,  454  f. 

LUcke  on  authorship  of  fourth  Gospel, 
5"  f. 


Luke,  Gospel  of,  allied  to  be  muti- 
lated by  Marcion,  348  f. ;  views  of 
critics  on  this,  348  f.;  Sanday's 
linguistic  analysis  proves  it  to  be 
original  of  Marcion  s  gospel,  361  f.; 
the  consequence  of  this,  362  f.; 
statement  in  Canon  of  Muratori, 
429 ;  circumstances  excluding  Luke's 
authorship,  600  f.;  indications  of 
date  of,  TOi  f. ,  61 1 ;  use  of  works  of 
Josephus,  605  f.;  the  journey  to 
Emmaus,  837  f.;  appearance  to  the 
Eleven,  838  f. 

Mansel,  Dean,  miracles  inseparable 
from  Christianity,  5  f. ;  analysis  of 
miracles,  23  f. ;  argument  of  Efficient 
Cause,  24  f. ;  assumption  of  a  Per- 
sonal God,  40  f. 

Marcion,  account  of,  344  f. ;  his  work 
Antitheses^  346  f. ;  attacked  by  Tcr- 
tuUian,  346  f.;  his  gospel,  348  f.; 
views  of  critics,  34S  f.;  works  of 
Tertullian  and  Epiphanius  against 
him,  352  f. ;  Reuss  on  him,  353  f. ; 
was  his  gospel  that  of  Luke,  354  f. ; 
views  of  Hahn,  Ritschl,  Volkmar, 
and  Hilgenfeld,  355  f. ;  Dr.  Sanda/s 
linguistic  analysis  proves  it  a  muti- 
lated Luke,  361  f. ;  his  views 
adopted,  361  ;  result,  362  f.;  no 
evidence  of  his  knowing  other 
Synoptics,  363  f.  ;  no  evidence  that 
he  knew  fourUi  Gospel,  499  f. 

Mark,  Gospel  of,  tradition  of  Papias, 
278  f. ;  Mark  said  to  be  interpreter 
of  Peter,  279  f. ;  this  tradition 
examined,  281  f.;  not  applicable  to 
our  Gospel,  283  f. 

Matthew,  Gospel  of,  account  of  Papias, 
286  f. ;  meaning  of  Oracles  of  the 
Lord,  287  f. ;  not  applicable  to  our 
Gospel,  281  f.;  Matlhew  wrote  in 
Hebrew,  286  f. ;  our  Gospel  Greek, 
290  f.  ;  not  a  translation,  295  f. ; 
not  that  described  by  Papias,  295  f. ; 
a  history  of  Jesus  the  Messiah, 
642  f.;  the  last  appearance  of  Jesus, 
842. 

Melitoof  Sardis,  387  f.;  Dr.  Westcott's 
interpretation  of  his  mention  of  '*  Old 
Books,"  387  f. ;  translation  of  frag- 
ment, 388;  no  reference  to  New 
Testament,  388  f. ;  ignorance  of 
Melito  of  books  of  O.  T.,  391  f.; 
other  supposed  works  of,  392  f. ;  no 
evidence  for  fourth  Gospel,  505. 
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Messiah,  Synoptics  the  history  of  Jesus 
as  the,  642  u  ;  a  suflfering,  644  f. 

Meyer  on  the  Gift  of  Tongues,  784  f. 

Mill,  J.  S.,  on  Hume's  argument  on 
miracles,  46  f. 

Milman,  Dean,  on  the  Age  of  Miracles, 
56  f.;  on  demoniacal  possession, 
84  f.;  on  martyrdom  in  reign  of 
Trajan,  166,  n.  i ;  account  of  earth- 
quake at  Antioch,  168 ;  on  miracles 
at  Crucifijcion,  818,  n.  1,882. 

Miracles,  necessary  to  attest  Revela- 
tion, I  f. ;  dual  character,  7  f.  ; 
incompetent  to  perform  function, 
10  f. ;  their  relation  to  order  of 
Nature,  18  f.  ;  the  Age  of,  55  f.  ; 
permanent  stream  of  miraculous  pre- 
tension, 83  f. ;  Christian  and  Pagan, 

91  f.  ;  continuance  of  miraculous 
power,  92  f.;  ecclesiastical,  93  f.;  of 
Narcissus  of  Jerusalem,  97  ;  of 
Gregory  of  Nyssa,  97  f. ;  of  St. 
Anthony,  98  f.;  reported  by  St. 
Augustine,  100  f.;  m  relation  to 
superstition,  109  f.;  no  distinction 
between  Gospel  and  other,  no  f.; 
alleged  belief  of  civilised  Svorld, 
1 16  f. ;  evidence  required  for,  1 18  f. ; 
direct  evidence  for,  753  f.;  no  one 
claims  directly  to  have  worked  a 
miracle,  756  f.  ;  the  evidence  of 
Paul,  756  f. ;  proportionate  evidence 
for,  803  f. 

Mozley,  Dr.,  Christianity  must  be 
attested  by  miracles,  4  f.;  real 
character  of  miracles,  1 1  f. ;  analysis 
of  miracles,  22  f. ;  argument  r^ard- 
ing  Efficient  Cause,  25  f. ;  miracles 
asserted  to  be  not  contrary  to  Order 
of  Nature,  28  f.;  the  argument  from 
experience,  33  f.  ;  assumption  of 
Personal  Deity,  37  f. ;  asserts  distinc- 
tive character  of  Christian  miracles, 

92  f.  ;  alleged  difference  between 
Gospel  and  other  miracles,  112  f. 

Muratori,  Canon  of,  described,  428  f. ; 
statement  regarding  Luke's  Gospel, 
429 ;  other  books,  429  f. ;  date,  430  f. ; 
statement  renxding  Shepherd  of 
Hermas,  430 1. ;  statement  regarding 
composition  of  fourth  Gospel,  507  f. 

Neander,  on  martyrdom  of  Ignatius, 
167;  rejects  Ignatian  Epistles,  167; 
on  views  of  Clementine  Hofmlies 
opposed  to  fourth  Gospel,  489  f., 
496 ;  on  the  Gift  of  Tongues,  784, 786. 


I  Newman,  Dr.,  Miracles  necessary  to 
prove  Revelation,  4  ;  their  evidential 

I  value,  9  f. ;  on  tendency  of  religious 
minds  to  superstition,  56  f. 

Origen,  his  cosmical  theories,  75  f. ; 
on  Resurrection,  892. 


nment 
{visits 


Paley,  on  miracles,  40  f. ;  ar?un 
against  Hume,  51  f.;  on  Paul  s  v 
to  Jerusalem,  698,  n.  2. 

Papiasof  Hierapolis,  miracle  narrated 
Dy>  93;  date  of,  276;  fragments 
of  his  Exposition,  276  f.;  his 
statements  regarding  Presbyters, 
276  f.  ;  tradition  regarding 
Mark,  277  f.;  preferred  tradi- 
tion to  written  works,  277,  297  f. ; 
not  applicable  to  our  second  Synop- 
tic, 281  f.;  account  of  Gospel  ascribed 
to  Matthew,  286  f.;  meaning  of 
"  Oracles  of  tiie  Lord,"  287  f. ;  work 
not  the  same  as  our  first  Sjmoptic, 
289  f.;  used  Gospel  of  the  Hebrews, 
297  f. ;  on  death  of  Judas,  296 ; 
woman  accused  of  many  sins  from 
Gospel  of  Hebrews,  297 ;  no  evidence 
for  fourth  Gospel,  477  f. ;  argument 
of  Tischendorf  on  supposed  use  of 
Epistle  of  John,  478  f. ;  statement 
r^^arding  lum  and  fourth  Gospel  in 
Latin  MS.,  479  f.;  Irenseus  and 
quotations  from  Presbyters,  479  f.; 
not  the  Presbyters  of  Papias,  482  f. ; 
his  testimony  to  Apocalypse,  485  f. 

Paul,  the  Apostle,  animosity  against 
him  in  Clementines,  318  f.;  attacks 
on  him  in  Apocalypse,  522  f. ,  747  f. ; 
parallelism  between  him  and  Peter 
in  Acts,  617  f. :  shows  no  knowledge 
of  Stephen,  661  f.;  Ananias  and,  in 
Acts,  679  f. ;  Epistles  of,  compared 
with  Acts,  686  f. ;  his  actions  after 
conversion  in  Epistles  and  Acts 
compared,  687  f. ;  visits  to  Jerusalem 
in  Epistles  and  Acts  compared, 
689  f. ;  question  of  circumcision  at 
Antioch  in  Acts,  700  f. ;  compared 
with  Epistles,  701  f. ;  the  Council  at 
Jerusalem  not  mentioned  b^,  703  f. ; 
Peter's  speech,  706  f. ;  his  quarrel 
with  Peter,  708  f.;  his  writings 
exclude  Apostolic  Decree,  718  f; 
alleged  circumcision  of  Titus  in 
Acts,  725  f.;  his  irony  regarding 
Aposrtes,  726  f.;  final  attitude  of 
Apostles  mere  toleration,  729;  he 
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preaches  a  different  Gospel,  730  f. ; 
gave  no  preference  to  Jews,  732  f. ; 
his  alleged  circumcision  of  Timothy 
not  historic,  736  f. ;  his  whole  con- 
duct in  Acts  opposed  to  his  prin- 
ciples, 739  f.;  his  relations  to  the 
Twelve,  744  f.;  his  testimomr  for 
miracles,  763  f.;  nature  of^  the 
Charismata,  768  f.;  on  the  Gift  of 
Tongues,  779  f.,  790  f.;  does  not 
mean  foreign  languages,  790  f. ;  Inter- 
pretation of  Tongues,  793  f.;  on 
abuse  of  the  Gifts,  794  f. ;  probable 
nature  of  the  Gift  of  Tongues,  797  f. ; 
his  Stake  in  the  flesh,  799  f.;  his 
evidence  for  miracles,  801  f.;  his 
evidence  for  the  Resurrection,  851  f. ; 
influence  on,  of  Prophetic  Gnosis, 
852  f. ;  appearances  mentioned  by, 
854  f. ;  the  appearance  to  Cephas, 
85s  f. ;  to  the  Twelve,  856  ;  to  the 
500  brethren,  856  f. ;  to  James,  857  ; 
from  whom  did  he  "receive"  these 
reports,  857  f. ;  value  of  his  evidence, 
858  f. ;  his  own  vision  of  Tesus,  861  f. ; 
his  conversion  not  attributed  to  this 
vision,  864  f. ;  representation  of  it  in 
Acts,  867  f. ;  his  conversion  accord- 
ing to  Acts,  871  f.;  his  evidence 
for  the  Resurrection  inadequate, 
872  f.;  date  of  his  information, 
883  f. ;  effect  of  time  upon  memory, 
885  f. ;  his  vision  subjective,  892  f. ; 
his  preparation  for  it,  893  f.;  his 
Visions  and  Revelations,  895  f. ;  his 
apotheosis  of  Jesus,  901. 

Peter,  the  Gospel  of,  the  Akhmtm  frag- 
ment, 207  f. 

Philo  Judaeus  considers  stars  spiritual 
beings,  61  ;  his  Logos  doctrine, 
444?.,  450  f.,  454  f.;  his  account  of 
Moses  giving  the  Law,  785  f. 

Polycarp,  Epistle  of,  175  f.;  alleged 
references  to  Synoptics,  178  f.; 
alleged  evidence  for  fourth  Gospel, 

445  f- 

Powell,  Prof.  Baden,  on  Deity  working 
miracles,  43  f. ;  not  miracles  but  nar- 
rative of  them  now  in  question,  118. 

Pressens^,  de,  on  the  Gift  of  Tongues, 
786. 

Proselytes  to  Judaism,  653  f. 

I'tolemaeus  and   Heracleon,  date  of, 

408  f. ;  Tischendorfs  arguments  on, 

409  f.;  refuted,  411  f.;  alleged 
references  to  Synoptics,  420  f. ;  no 
^viclence  for  fourth  Gospel,  506  f. 


Resurrection  and  Ascension,  evi- 
dence of  the  Gospels,  808  f.;  evi- 
dence of  Paul,  851  f.;  evidence  in- 
adequate, 872  f. ;  theory  of  survival 
or  *♦  Scheintod,"  875  t;  the  Vision 
hypothesis,  877  f.;  effects  of  time 
on  memory,  883  f. ;  mental  prepara- 
tion of  the  Twelve  and  Paul  for 
belief  in,  886  f.;  on  the  third  dav, 

889  f.;  effect  of  Prophetic  Gnosis, 

890  f. ;  Jesus  only  s^peared  to  be- 
lievers, 891  f.;  ar^ment  that  they 
were  proclaimed  without  refutation, 

898  i.;    disbelieved    at    the   time, 

899  f. 

Sanday,  Dr.,  on  Marcion's  Gospel, 
361  f.;  on  evidence  of  Paul  for 
miracles,  756  f. ,  801  f. 

Scott,  Sir  Walter,  on  vision  of  Byron, 

879  f. 

Shepherd  of  llermas,  148 ;  has  no 
quotations,  148  f.;  statements  re- 
garding it  in  Canon  of  Muratori, 
430  f. ;  alleged  references  to  fourth 
Gospel,  436  f. 

Stanley,  Dean,  on  state  of  things  in 
Apostolic  age,  775,  n.  I  ;  on  state 
of^ Corinth,  779,  n.  i. 

Stephen,  Martyrdom  of,  in  Acts,  659  f. ; 
no  evidence  elsewhere  of  his  exist- 
ence, 661  f.;  his  trial,  662  f.;  based 
on  that  of  Tesus,  66^  f.;  speech 
examined,  665  f.;  speech  composed 
by  author  of  Acts,  670  f. 

Tatian,  cosmical  theories  of,  72 ; 
account  of  him,  366  f.;  alleged 
references  to  the  Synoptics,  366  f. ; 
date  of  his  literary  career,  368  f.; 
his  Diatessaron^  370  f.;  statements 
of  Eusebius,  Vjo  f. ;  of  Epiphanius, 

371  f.;  called  by  some  Gospel  of 
the  Hebrews,  371  f.;  Harmony  of 
Gospels  by  Ammonius,  371,  373  f.; 
Theodoret  confiscates  Diatessaron^ 

372  f.;  statements  in  Doctrine  of 
Addaiy  yjz  f.;  reference  of  Victor 
of  Capua  to  it,  373  f.;  he  calls  it 
Diapcnte^  374 ;  reference  by  Bar- 
Ali,  374;  by  Bar-Salibi,  375; 
Rendel  Harris  on  fragment  of  Bar- 
Hebraeus,    375 ;    Commentary    on 

[      Diatessaron  by  Mar  Ephrem,  375  f. ; 

language     of     Diatessaron,     376 ; 

Epnrem*s   Commentary   published, 
I      376 ;  was  it  on  Tatian's  D^atessaroHy 
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376  f.;  Victor  of  Capaa's  Latin 
Harmony,  376  f.;  Hemphill  on 
Victor  of  Capua,  377;  was  it 
Tatian's  Diaiessaron,  yjy  f. ;  Arabic 
MSS.  purporting  to  be  Diatessaron, 

377  f. ;  discrepancies,  378  f. ;  Rendel 
Harris  on  Arabic  Diaiessaron^  380 ; 
Zahn*s  opinion,  380  f. ;  Hamack*s, 
380  ;  Resch*s,  380 ;  value  of  Dia- 
tessaron  as  evidence,  381  ;  alleged 
references  to  fourth  Gospel  in 
Address  to  the  Greeks,  500  f.  ; 
his  Logos  doctrine  not  that  of 
fourth  Gospel,  501  f. ;  value  of  evi- 
dence of  Diatessaron  for  fourth 
Gospel,  504  f. 

Taylor,  Dr.,  on  Teaching  of  the 
Twelve  Apostles,  149,  151,  441. 

Teaching  of  the  Twelve  Apostles, 
149  f.;  supposed  early  references  to, 
149  f.;  dissertation  on  the  **Two 
Ways,"  150  f.;  date,  151  f.,  153  f.; 
Dr.  Lightfoot  on,  151  ;  its  relation 
to  Epistle  of  Barnabas  and  Shepherd 
of Hermas,  151  f.;  relation  toother 
works,  152  f.;  was  it  quoted  by 
Clement  as  Scripture,  152  f.;  alleged 
references  to  Synoptics  examined, 
154  f.;  all^;ed  references  to  fourth 
Gospel,  440  f. ;  Hebraisms  of  Eucha- 
ristic  prayers  pointed  out  by  Dr. 
Taylor  and  Rendel  Harris,  441. 

Tertullian,  evidential  value  of  miracles, 
9,  n.  I ;  cosmical  theories,  73  f. ; 
on  change  of  sex  of  animals,  82  ;  on 
Marcioivs  Antitheses,  346  f.;  his 
Epistle  to  Romans  did  not  contain 
passage  giving  precedence  to  Jews, 
734. 

Theodoret  on  Tatian's  Diatessaron, 
372  f. 

Trench,  Archbishop,  evidential  value 
of  miracles,  10  f.;  analysis  of 
miracles,  19  f. ;  exemption  from  law 
of  gravitation  a  lost  prerogative  of 
men,    32,    n.    i  ;    on    demoniacal 


possession  at   present    day,   85   f.; 
miraculous  power  in  Churdi,  when 
withdrawn,  93  f. 
Tuke,  Eh-. ,  instances  of  ideational  im- 
pression on  Sensorium,  879  f.,  881. 

Valentinus,  alleged  references  to 
Synoptics,  3^0  f.;  unwarrantable 
statements  of  Tischendorf,  330  f. ; 
s}»stem  of  reference  of  Hippolytus, 
330  f. ;  references  of  Irenaeus,  332  i. ; 
references  not  to,  but  to  school,  332 
f. ;  unwarrantable  statements  of  Dr. 
Westcott,  333  f. ;  all<^ed  references 
examined,  334  f. ;  who  made  alleged 
references,  337  f.;  alleged  refer- 
ences to  fourth  Gospel,  4^  f. 

Vienne  and  Lyons,  Epistle  of,  404  f. ; 
alleged  references  to  S3moptics, 
405  f. ;  alleged  references  to  fourth 
Gospel,  506. 

Westcott,  Dr.,  on  a  Personal  God, 
41,  n.  2 ;  on  uncritical  character  of 
first  two  centuries,  286,  n.  i  ;  on 
seven  doubtful  books  of  the  Canon, 
753 ;  his  Gospel  of  the  Resurrection, 
803,  n.  2  ;  on  inscriptions  on  the 
Cross,  810;  on  vark>us  narratives  of 
the  Resurrection,  847,  n.  2;  exist- 
ence of  a  Christian  society  the 
strongest  evidence  for  the  Resurrec- 
tion, 873  f. 

I  Wette,  de,   on   authorship  of  fourth 

'      Gospel  and  Apocal)rpse,  512. 

;  Witchcraft,  belief  in,  8(5  f.;  proscribed 
by  Church  and  State,  87  f.;  belief 
now  dispelled,  89  f. 

]  Wordsworth,  Dr.,  on  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  587,  n.  6. 

j  Xenophanes  of  Colophon,  on  God, 
'  Zeller,  on  the  Gift  of  Tongues,  783  f. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 


A  SHORT  HISTORY  OF  CHRISTIANITY. 

By  JOHN  M.  ROBERTSON. 
Cloth,  6s.  net,  by  post  6e.  4d. 


Part  I.— PpimitiveChristianlty. 

Chaptbr  I.:  The  Beginnings.— 
Documentary  Oues— The  Earliest 
Christian  Sects — Personality  of  the 
Nominal  Founder —  Myth  of  the 
Twelve  Apostles — Primary  Forms 
of  the  Cult— Rise  of  Gentile  Chris- 
tism — Growth  of  the  Christ  Myth. 

Chapter  II.:  The  Environment. 
— Social  and  Mental  Conditions  in 
the  Roman  Empire— Jewish  Ortho- 
doxy—Jewish Sects:  theEssenes — 
Gentile  Cults  —Ethics :  Popular  and 
Philosophic. 

Chapter  III.:  Conditions  of 
Survival.  —  Popular  Appeal  — 
Economic  Causation — Organisation 
and  Sacred  Books — Concession  and 
Fixation— Cosmic  Philosophy. 


Part  XL— Chpistianity  f^m  the 

Second  Century  to  the  Rise 

of  Mohammedanism. 

Chapter  I.:  Scope  and  Charac- 
ter OF  the  Unbstablished 
Church.  — Numbers  and  Inner 
life — Growth  of  the  Priesthood — 
The  Gnostic  Movement  in  the 
Second  Century — Marcionism  and 
Montanism — Rites  and  Ceremonies 
— Strifes  over  Primary  Dogma. 

Chapter  II. :  Relations  of 
Church  and  State.— Persecu- 
tions—  Establishment  and  Creed- 
Making —  Reaction  under  Julian — 
Re-establishment :  Disestablishment 
of  Paganism. 

Chapter  III.:  Failure  with  Sur- 
vival.— The  Overthrow  of  Arian- 
ism— The  Cost  of  Orthodoxy- 
Moral  and  Intellectual  Stagnation 
—The  Social  Failure. 


Part  III.— Medieval  Christian- 
ity. 

Chapter  L:  Expansion  and  Or- 
ganisation. —  Position  in  the 
Seventh  Century— Methods  of  Ex- 
pansion— Growth  of  the  Papacy. 

Chapter  II. :  Religious  Evolu- 
tion and  Strife.— Growth  of  Ido- 
latry and  Polythebm — Doctrines  of 
the  Eucharist*  Purgatory,  and  Con- 
fession — Rationalistic  Heresies  — 
Anti-clerical  Heresies. 

Chapter  III.:  The  Social  Life 
and  Structure.— The  Clergy, 
R^;ular  and  Secular— The  Higher 
Theology  and  its  Effects — Chris- 
tianity and  Feudalism — Influence  of 
the  Crusades. 

Chapter  IV.:  The  Intellectual 
Life.  —  Superstition  and  Intoler- 
ance— The  Inquisition — Qassic  Sur- 
vivals and  Saracen  Contacts — Reli- 
gion and  Art. 

Chapter  V.:  Byzantine  Chris- 
tianity. 

Part  IV.— Modem  Christianity. 

Chapter  I.:  The  Reformation. — 
Moral  and  Intellectual  Forces— Poli- 
tical and  Economic  Forces — Social 
and  Political  Results — Intellectual 
Results. 

Chapter  II.:  Progress  of  Anti- 
Christian  Thought.— The  Phy- 
sical Sciences — Philosophy,  Cosmic 
and  Moral— Biblical  and  Historical 
Criticism. 

Chapter  III.:  Popular  Accep- 
TANCir.  —  Catholic  Christianity  — 
Protestant  Christianity  —  Greek 
Christianity. 

Chapter  IV.— The  Relation  to 
Progress. — Moral  Influence — In- 
tellectual Influence — Conclusion  and 
Pr(^nosis. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 


LATEST  WORK  BY  JOHN  M.  ROBERTSON. 

Letters  on  Reasoning:. 

3s.  6d.  net,  by  post  3s.  lod. 

The  aim  of  these  "  Letters  "  is  to  elicit  and  stimulate  the  reasoning 

power  by  exercising  it  on  actual  subjects,  without  resort  to  the 

traditional  machinery  of  logic. 


Other  Works  by  John  M.  Robertson. 


CHRISTIANITY  AND  MYTHOLOGY. 

Demy  8vo,  cloth,  xviii.-484  pp.;  8s.  6d.  net,  by  post  9s. 
PART  I.— The  Progfress  of  Mythologry* 
PART  II.— Christ  and  Krishna. 
PART  III.~The  Gospel  Myths. 


*'  Has  been  executed  with  great  thoroughness,  and  evinces  not  only 
learning  and  ingenuity,  but  a  determination  to  get,  if  possible,  at  the  truth  of 
things.  —  Literature, 

**  Mr.  Robertson  here  presents  us  with  a  volume  of  nearly  joo  pages,  all 
of    them  marked    with  evidences    of  wide  reading,   acute  insight,   and  an 

incisive  use  of  language Of  Mr.  Robertson's  competence  and  honesty 

in  this  work,  as  a  whole,  we  have  formed  a  high  opinion." — Daily  Chronicle, 


STUDIES  IN  RELIGIOUS  FALLACY. 

Cloth,  3s.  6d. 

Contents:— \.  Dogma  in  Masquerade — 2.  Mr.  Lans  on  Origin  of  Christianity— 3.  Appendix 
Thereto— 4.  Mr.  Lang  on  Miracles— 5.  The  Tory  Religion— 6.  Mr.  Gladstone  on  the  Atone- 
ment—7.  Mr.  Gladstone  on  Butler— 8.  The  fesus  Legend  and  the  Myth  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles— 9.  The  Myth  of  Judas  Iscariot— icx  Freeman  on  Christianity— 11.  The  Feeling  for 
Religion. 

By  the  same  author,  in  preparation  at  the  time  of  going  to  press  :— 

PAGAN  CHRISTS. 
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PROFE880R  BUOHNEFTS  LAST  WORK. 


LAST  WORDS  ON  MATERIALISM 

AND    KINDRED   SUBJECTS. 

By  PROFESSOR  LUDWIG  BlJCHNER. 

With  Portrait  of   the  Author  and  Biographical  Sketch   by  his 
brother,  Professor  Alex  BOchner. 

Popular  edition,  xxxiv.-299  pp.;  2S.  6d.  net,  by  post  2s.  lod. 


Immediately  before  his  death  in  1899  Professor  Buchnbr  ^tfaered 
together  the  many  essays  in  which  he  had  defended  and  developed  his  views, 
and  left  them  for  pablication  mider  the  title  of  Im  Dienste  d$r  Irahrksit,  The 
essays  are  now  translated  into  English  by  Mr.  Joseph  McCabb,  under  the  title 
of  Last  IVords  on  Malerialism.  Many  of  these  papers  deal,  as  the  title  indi- 
cates, with  the  absorbing  question  of  MsUerialism  ;  Dut  light  is  fhiown  upon  it 
from  all  sides  of  science  and  philosophy,  and  a  number  of  ethical  and  historical 
questions  are  included. 


THE  FAITH  OF  AN  AGNOSTIC; 

Or,  FIRST  ESSAYS  IN  RATIONALISM. 

By  GEORGE  FORESTER. 
Cloth,  5s. 


CONTBNTS  :— 


Introductory 

The  Old  Enigma 

The  Conflict  between  Sdeace  and  Religion 

An  Object  Lesion 

The  Persistence  of  Dogmatic  Theology 

A  Man-made  Marvel 

An  After  Life 


The  Possible  Behind  the  Veil 
Not  what  is  Satisfying,  but  what  is  True 
Thoogbts  in  a  Meat-market 
The  Immsteria] 

Social    Evolution:   A  Study  in    Pseudo- 
Science 
Some  Old  Riddles 


**  The  author's  position  is  well  and  cleverly  defended,  and  he  writes  with  an 
evident  sincerity  tnat  commands  respect." — Liverpool  Mercury, 

**  Ably  reasoned,  and  stated  with  an  engaging  liveliness." — Scotsman. 

**  The  author  has  a  delightfully  lucid  style." — Reynold^ s  Newspaper, 

**  It  is  impossible  to  read  a  great  part  of  the  book without  a  very  lively 

interest  and  appredalion." — Brighton  Herald, 
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On  the  Progress  of  Liberty  of  Thought 

DupinfiT  Queen  Viotopia's  Reigrn. 

By  CONSTANCE  E.  PLUMPTRE. 

Cloth  2s.,  by  post  2s.  3d.;  paper  is.,  by  post  is.  2d. 

A  Comparison  between  the  Religious  Toleration  of  the  Eighteenth  and 
Nineteenth  Centuries — Rationalising  Influences  within  the  Churches  during 
Queen  Victoria's  Reign — Digression  on  the  Passing  Wave  of  Religious 
Reaction — On  the  Full  Development  of  Rationalism  beyond  the  Churches 
during  Queen  Victoria's  Reign. 

The  Children's  Book  of  Moral  Lessons. 

By  F.  J.  GOULD. 

205  pp.;  cloth,  2S.,  by  post  2s.  3d. 

While  theology  is  strictly  excluded  from  the  lessons  here  reproduced,  they 
are  constructed  on  such  a  humanitarian  basis  as  to  fit  them  for  use  in  homes 
and  schools  of  all  classes  and  creeds.  The  book  has  been  translated  into 
German  by  Dr.  Pcnzig,  of  Berlin. 


The  Bihle  in  School :  A  Question  of  Ethics. 

By  J.  ALLANSON  PICTON 
(Formerly  M.P.  for  Leicester,  and  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  London 

School  Board). 

Cloth  2s.,  by  post  2s.  3d.;  paper  is.,  by  post  is.  2d. 

This  is  a  stirring  appeal  on  a  question  of  vast  political  and  social  importance 
to  Englishmen.  Mr.  Picton  maintains  that  the  present  Bible  teaching  in 
Board  schools  practically  amounts  to  the  teaching  of  dogmas  common  to  the 
Evangelical  party.  It  is  un&ir  to  such  ratepayers  as  disbelieve  those  dogmas  ; 
demoralising  to  such  teachers  as,  secretly  doubting  the  evangelical  view,  are 
constrained  to  hide  their  doubts  ;  and  injurious  to  the  children  themselves  in 
many  ways. 

The  Religion  of  the  First  Christians. 

•  By  F.  J.  GOULD. 

Cloth,  2S.  6d. 

*'  Regards  Christianity  as  the  natural  product  of  a  puritan  and  uncultured 
proletariat  seeking  fellowship  and  hope." — Literature, 

"  Mr.  F.  J.  Gould's matorer  tone  is  so  broad  and  sympathetic  that  even 

professed  teachers  of  the  Christian  religion  may  be  willing  to  learn  from  him." 
— Daily  News. 
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CHEAP  RATIONALIST  REPRINTS. 


The  Rationalist  Press  Association,  Limited,  is  issuing  a 
Series  of  Reprints  of  Leading  Rationalist  Works  at  the 
Popular  Price  of  SIXPENCE  (by  post  8d.).  Each  number 
consists  of  not  less  than  128  laige  pages,  printed  in  bold, 
clear  type,  and  on  good  paper.  The  following  are  already 
included  in  the  Series  : — 

Lectures  and  Essays.  outofpHnt 

By  THOMAS  HENRY  HUXLEY. 

(With   Portrait  of  the  Author.) 

A  Selection  including: — Autobiography — Three  Lectures  on  Evolution-^ 
The  Physical  Basis  of  Life — Nataralism  and  Supematuralism — The  Yalae  of 
Witness  to  the  Miraculous — A^osticism — The  Christian  Tradition  in  Relati<m 
to  Judaic  Christianity— Agnosticism  and  Christianity. 

The  Pioneers  of  Euo/ution. 

From  Thales  to  Huxley. 

With  an  Intermediate  Chapter  on  the  Causes  of  Arrest  of  the  Movement. 

By  EDWARD  CLODD, 
Author  of  TAe  Childhood  of  the  Worlds  The  Story  of  Creation^  etc. 

Modern  Science  and  Modern  Thought 

By  the  late  SAMUEL  LAING, 
Author  of  A  Modem  Zoroctstricm,  Human  Origins ,  Problems  of  the  Future^  etc. 

Revised  and  brought  up  to  date,  with  a  Biographical  Intro- 
duction, by  Edward  Clodd. 


Literature  and  Dogma: 


An  Bssay  Towards  a  Battep  Apppehenslon  of  the 

Bible. 

By  MATTHEW  ARNOLD.  ^ 


In  preparation  at  time  of  going  to  press  : — 

The  Riddle  of  the  Universe,  (unabridged.) 

By  PROFESSOR  ERNST  HAECKEL     Translated  by  Joseph  McCabe. 
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A  New  Catechism. 

By  M.  M.  MANGASARIAN. 

80  large  pp.,  with  wrapper,  price  6d.,  by  post  8d. 

This  work  has  already  attained  wide  popularity  in  America, 
several  editions  having  been  disposed  of  in  a  remarkably  short 
space  of  time.  The  author  is  an  ex-Presb)^erian  pastor,  who  is 
now  the  lecturer  of  the  Independent  Religious  Society  of  Chicago, 
and  addresses  each  Sunday  an  audience  of  over  a  thousand  people. 
The  present  edition  of  the  book  has  been  specially  revised  and 
prepared  for  the  English  public,  and,  in  order  to  ensure  a  large 
circulation,  is  being  issued  in  good  style  at  the  very  low  price  of 
sixpence.  In  America  the  published  price,  in  cloth,  is  75c.  (three 
shillings),  in  paper  50c.  (two  shillings).  The  following  are  a  few 
American  opinions  concerning  this  striking  work  : — 

"M.  M.  M&ngaisa.Tmn^s  New  CcUecAism  contains  in  succinct  form  the  very 
essence  of  advanced  thought  in  religious  matters.  The  platform  of  the  book 
is  one  with  which  persons  of  common  sense  will  hardly  dare  to  disagree." — 
Chicago  Affterican. 

"  In  my  opinion  the  New  CatechUm  embodies  the  best  thought  of  the  age, 
and  is  destined  to  contribute  powerfully  to  the  change  in  public  sentiment 
which  is  now  going  on. "—Judge  C.  B.  Waite. 

**  I  have  not  a  moment's  hesitation  in  saying  the  New  Catechism  is  the 
greatest  of  all  great  books  written  for  the  promotion  of  rational  thought.  It  is 
the  one  book  that  will  pass  unchallenged." — C.  E.  Eldridge,  The  PhUosopher. 

*'  The  New  Catechism  comes  nearer  being  the  /n/^  Catechism  than  any  book 
of  this  kind  which  we  have  ever  read.  It  covers  the  ground  completely. 
There  is  hardly  a  word  that  could  be  changed  for  the  better." — L.  K.  Wash- 
burn (Boston). 

**  Mr.  Mangasarian*s  Catechism  ought  to  be  very  instructive  and  interesting 
to  thoughtful  people.  He  tells  the  unvarnished  truth  about  things  generally 
regarded  as  too  sacred  to  discuss." — The  Ethical  Record. 


In  preparation  at  time  of  going  to  press : — 

A  Handbook  to  the  Study  of  Evolution. 

By  DENNIS  HIRD 
(Warden  of  Ruskin  Hall,  Oxford). 

Written  in  the  simplest  possible  language  and  referring  to  the  latest  researches, 

this  work  is  intended  to  aid  the  busy  general  reader  to  grasp  the  arguments 

in  favour  of  Evolution  as  they  now  stand. 
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In  preparation  at  time  of  going  to  press  : — 

Mr.  Balfour's  Philosophy  of  Religion 
Critically  Examined* 

By  W.  B.  COLUMBINE. 
2S.  6d.  net,  by  post  2S.  lod. 


Agents  for  the  Rationalist  Press  Association^  Limited: 
Watts  &  Co.,  17,  Johnson's  Court,  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Price  6d.,  by  post  yd. 

The    Agnostic   Annual 

FOR  1908. 

Containing  articles  by  George  Jacob  Holj^oake  (**  The  Story  of  My  Reli- 
gious Days"),  Lady  Florence  Dixie  ("The  Old  Religion  and  the  New"), 
Geoffrey  Mortimer  (**  Humanity  and  Rationalism  "),  F.  J.  Gould  ("The  New 
Secularism  "),  Joseph  McCabe  ("  The  Abiding  Element  in  Religion  "),  J.  M. 
Robertson,  Charles  Watts  ("  The  Philosophy  of  Rationalism  "),  Miss  Plumptre 
("On  Professor  Tyndall's  Comparative  Eclipse  of  Fame "),  Geoige  Forester 
"  Determinism  and  *  Moral  Responsibility'  "),  and  others. 

Watts  &  Co.,  17,  Johnson's  Court,  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Monthly,  2d.,  by  post  2)^d.,  or  with  Supplement  (January,  April,  July,  and 
October)  3d.     Annual  Subscription,  2s.  8d.  post  free. 

The  Literary  Guide 

AND  RATIONALIST  RBVIBW^. 

In  addition  to  reviews  of  the  best  books  on  Religion,  Ethics,  Science,  and 

Philosophy,  each  number  of  the  Literary  Guide  contains  articles  expository  of 

Rationalism,  frequently  from  the  pens  of  prominent  writers. 


The  whole  of  the  numbers  for  the  past  year  may  be  obtained,  handsomely 
bound  in  cloth,  price  4s.  6d. ,  carriage  paid. 

Specimen  Copy  post  ft?ee. 
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